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EDITOR'S  PREFACE. 


During  the  year  1863,  the  late  Hon.  Wilkins 
Updike,  of  South  Kingstown,  deposited  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  certain  papers,  documents  and  minutes, 
pertaining  to  the  famous  State  Convention  of  1790, 
which  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
These  papers,  in  the  Spring  of  1864,  were  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  late  William  R.  Staples,  together 
with  a  certified  copy  of  the  following  resolutions, 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  at  the  January 
session  :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Williajvi  E.  Staples  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  edit  the  Journal  of  the  Rhode  Island  Con- 
vention for  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
also  the  proceedings  of  the  towns  relative  to  the  ratification  of  the 
Constitution,  and  other  papers  connected  therewith;  and  that  when 
completed  he  cause  five  hundred  copies  of  the  same  to  be  printed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  use  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is,  hereby  appropriated  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, to  be  by  him  expended  in  carrying  out  the  foregoing  resolu- 
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tion ;  which  sum,  or  such  part  thereof  as  he  may  deem  necessary, 
may  be  drawn  by  him  on  the  General  Treasurer,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  treasury  unappropriated. 

The  conclusions  to  which  Mr.  Staples  arrived, 
after  a  careful  examination  of  these  papers,  were  com- 
municated to  His  Excellency,  Governor  Smith,  in  a 
letter  of  which  the  following  is  substantially  a  copy : — 

Providence,  April  4,  1864. 

Sir.: — The  General  Assembly  at  their  late  session,  passed  a  reso- 
lution authorizins:  me  to  edit  the  "Journal  of  the  Rhode  Island  Con- 
vention  for  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ; 
also  the  proceedings  of  the  towns,  relative  to  the  ratification  of  the 
Constitution  and  other  papers  connected  therewith." 

About  a  fortnight  since,  the  Secretary  sent  me  a  copy  of  this  reso- 
lution, and  also  a  volume  from  his  office,  marked  "  Papers  relating  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ; "  and  most  of 
my  leisure  time  since  the  receipt  of  these  "papers"  has  been  spent  in 
examining  them. 

Among  them,  and  constituting  a  large  part,  are  returns  from  town 
clerks  of  the  names  of  the  freemen  who  voted  in  town  meetings  to 
adopt  or  reject  the  Constitution.  These  returns  are  from  twenty-two 
towns,  and  are  of  little  value,  as  it  is  well  known  that  the  friends  of 
the  Constitution  refused  to  vote  in  this  manner  on  that  subject,  but 
were  in  favor  of  a  Convention  to  decide  the  matter,  as  proposed  by 
the  General  Convention  that  formed  the  Constitution.  This  will  be 
very  apparent  from  the  fact  that  in  Newport  only  eleven  votes  were 
cast,  and  in  Providence  but  one.  Little  would  be  gained  by  the  pub- 
lication at  length  of  these  twenty-two  towns.  It  is  quite  probable 
that  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  remaining  eight  towns  could 
be  procured  from  their  town  clerks ;  but  would  they  render  the  list 
valuable  or  worth  printing? 

The  next  class  of  papers  in  the  volume,  consists  of  instructions 
from  towns  to  their  representatives  in  the  General  Assembly,  rela- 
tive to  a  change  in  the  ratio  of  representatives,  and  other  paper  money 


EDITOR  S     PREFACE.  V 

measures,  generally  bearing  date  from  1786  to  1788.  These  are 
very  remotely  connected  with  the  adoption  of  the  Conttitution,  inas- 
much as  they  show  the  state  of  parties  in  the  State  at  that  time. 
They  were  very  much  more  valuable  at  their  date  than  now. 

The  next  class  contains  the  Acts  of  Ratification  by  other  States, 
not  of  all  of  them.  The  forms  adopted  by  these  had  little  weight 
here,  though  the  fact  of  adoption  finally  turned  the  scale  in  this 
State.  These  belong  to  the  hi.-tory  of  those  other  States,  and  not  to 
ours,  and  so  have  been  considered  and  published. 

The  next  class  contains  the  certificates  of  the  election  by  the  towns 
of  their  delegates  to  the  Convention — mere   certificates  of  that  fact. 

The  next  consists  of  the  instructions  given  by  the  towns  to  their 
delegates,  between  the  first  session  of  the  Convention,  in  jNIarch,  and 
the  final  adjourned  session  in  May.  These  make  up  an  important  part 
of  the  minute  history  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  by  this 
State,  and  these  occupy  about  six  sheets  of  paper. 

The  next  is  called  '"Miscellaneous."  The  only  connection  they  bear 
to  the  Constitution,  is  that  they  were  found  with  the  papers  relating 
to  its  adoption.  There  is  one  detached  leaf,  which  may  have  been 
written  in  the  Convention.  There  are  three  paper  books  ;  one  of 
minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  Convention  at  South  Kingstown,  in 
March,  consisting  of  twelve  pages  of  quarter  sheet  foolscap.  These 
are  as  short  as  they  well  could  be,  embracing,  however,  a  roll  of  the 
members,  four  pages,  election  of  officers,  rules  and  orders  of  pro- 
ceeding, three  pages,  minutes  of  motions  made,  committees  appointed 
and  reports  received,  and  ending  now,  abruptly,  in  the  middle  of  a 
resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Marchant,  on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday. 

The  other  paper  book  begins  in  the  middle  of  the  twelve  items  of 
the  Bill  of  Rights  finally  adopted,  and  contains  the  rest,  and  also  the 
amendments  agreed  to  at  South  Kingstown,  occupying  ten  pages. 
Then  commences  the  Journal  of  the  adjourned  session  at  Xewport,  in 
May,  the  roll  of  the  members  again,  about  two  and  a  half  pages. 
Then  follow  twelve  pages  more  of  meagre  proceedings,  stating 
motions  made  and  by  whom  generally,  but  none  of  the  arguments 
pro  or  con.  on  any  of  them,  or  on  ''  the  grand  question." 

There  is  still  another  book  of  eighteen  pages,  same  size,  which 
seems  to  be  rough  minutes  of  some  of  the  earlier  debates,  such  as 
the  writer  of  them,  soon  after  they  were  taken,  could  have  worked 
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up  into  regular  speeches  by  the  help  of  his  memory.  These  minutes 
are  not  perfect,  and  do  not^extend  to  the  end  of  the  Convention,  if  they 
do  beyond  the  session  at  South  Kingstown.  The  members  would 
not  be  greatly  flattered  by  having  them  published  verbatim,  as  their 
speeches,  but  who  can  fill  them  up. 

There  are  some  other  scattering  papers,  such  as  reports  of  amend- 
ments, rough  drafts  of  motions,  etc.,  and  the  final  vote  of  adoption. 
The  majority  by  which  the  Constitution  was  adopted  is  given,  but  not 
the  names  of  the  members  who  were  absent,  nor  the  way  any  voted. 

Something  might  be  added  to  these,  to  fill  up,  from  other  sources, 
fctill  it  would  make  but  a  thin  volume.  Other  States  have  published 
the  debates  in  their  Conventions.  These  are  very  valuable.  Such 
a  book  cannot  be  made  from  the  papers  shown  me,  or  known  by  me 
to  exist  elsewhere. 

According  to  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly  herein  referred  to, 
these  must  make  the  book.  As  a  preface  to  it  might  be  collected  what 
evidence  remains  of  the  mighty  struggle  in  the  General  Assembly  for 
the  calling  of  a  Convention — information,  cousin,  if  not  further 
removed  from  the  proceedings  of  a  Convention  when  formed.  At 
least  eight  times,  at  as  many  different  sessions,  had  the  motion  to  call 
a  Convention  been  negatived  by  the  opponents  of  the  Constitution. 
How  a  different  result  was  obtained  on  the  ninth  trial,  fortunately  for 
us,  rests  only  in  tradition. 

As  second  cousins  might  be  added,  the  course  of  Rhode  Island, 
relative  to  the  grant  of  the  five  per  cent,  impost  to  Congress,  which 
led  to  the  necessity  of  a  new  system  of  government. 

A  third  cousin,  by  way  of  defense  to  the  opponents  of  the  Consti- 
tion,  might  be  added,  the  readiness  with  which  Rhode  Island  agreed 
to  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and  the  political  creed  of  her  utter 
State  rights  doctrines,  not  exceeded  by  her  wayward  sisters.  And  as  a 
further  excuse  for  the  opposition  and  delay,  reference  might  be  had 
to  the  appearance  of  party  strife  commencing  between  Ward  and 
Hopkins,  covered  up  when  the  leaders  of  both  sides  were  sent  to  the 
old  Continental  Congress,  who  there  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  to 
oppose  a  common  enemy,  kept  smouldering  during  the  Revolutionary 
War,  broke  out  again  in  the  friends  and  opponents  of  paper  money, 
in  1786,  the  farmer  and  the  merchant,  country  against  town,  oppo- 
nents to  the  Constitution  or  anti-federalists,  and  friends  of  the  Con- 
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Btitution  and  federalists — the  dividino^  line  remaininf?  the  same  under 
all  changes  of  names. 

But  the  General  Assembly  do  not  want  a  history.  The  State  has 
one  in  Arnold's  work — why  another.  They  wanted  certain  papers 
edited — not  a  sketch  drawn. 

The  papers,  in  my  estimation,  neither  for  their  contents  nor  for 
their  extent,  are  worth  printing.  The  language  of  the  resolution  is 
perhaps  broad  enough  to  embrace  "  their  first  cousins."  I  should 
like  to  have  you  examine  these  papers,  and  give  me  advice  whether  I 
may  begin,  or  whether  better  await  the  further  action  of  the  Assem- 
bly. 

My  excuse  for  troubling  Your  Excellency,  is  that  the  Assembly 
specially  made  it  your  duty  to  decide  upon  the  appropriation  made  to 
effect  their  wishes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  E.  STAPLES. 

To  this  letter  Governor  Smith  thus  replied  :  — 

State  of  Rhode  Island,  Executive  Department, 
Providence,  April  2l8t,  1864. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  yours  of  the  4th,  relative  to  the  Journal  and 
other  papers  connected  with  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  by  Rhode  Island.  I  had  before  learned  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  how  very  meagre  this  Journal  was,  and  that  to  print 
it,  even  with  the  accompanying  papers,  would  throw  but  little  light 
on  the  important  event  to  which  it  alludes.  The  Secretary  informs 
me  that  you  have  collected  some  facts  which  throw  additional  light 
upon  the  proceedings  previous  to  the  Convention,  and  also  upon  some 
of  the  principal  actors  in  that  body.  I  do  not  expect  to  examine 
these  papers  myself,  being  satisfied  with  what  I  have  heard  from  Mr. 
Bartlett  and  yourself.  The  Assembly  understood  that  you  had  made 
investigations  connected  with  the  Convention,  and  that  the  facts  col- 
lected by  you  would  add  interest  to  the  Journal  and  other  papers  in 
the  State  archives.  I  now  recommend,  therefore,  that  you  add  to 
these  papers  whatever  you  have  that  will  make  them  more  interesting. 
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or  throw  additional  light  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention, 
whether  anterior  or  subsequent  to  it,  together  with  notices  of  the 
leading  men  connected  Avith  it.  I  think  the  language  of  the  resolu- 
tion is  broad  enough  to  cover  all  this. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obd't  servant, 

JAMES  Y.  SMITH. 

For  a  long  time  previous  to  any  action  on  the  part 
of  the  General  Assembly,  relative  to  the  publication 
of  the  papers  alluded  to  in  their  resolutions  of  Jan- 
uary, 1864,  Mr.  Staples  had  been  collecting  mate- 
rials for  a  history  of  Rhode  Island  in  the  Continental 
Congress,  with  sketches  of  the  lives  of  the  delegates 
from  this  State.  Upon  receiving  the  foregoing  letter 
from  Governor  Smith,  he  proceeded  in  that  work, 
intending  to  close  it  with  the  Journal  and  proceedings 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the  Constitution. 
While  so  engaged  he  "found  by  the  records,"  using 
his  own  words,  "that  the  General  Assembly,  instead 
of  appointing  him  to  edit  the  Journals  of  the  Con- 
vention, had  authorized  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
to  *  employ  some  suitable  person'  to  do  the  work,  and 
therefore  he  discontinued  his  labors."  This  was  owing 
of  course  to  a  misapprehension  of  the  facts,  arising  in 
part  from  the  well  known  sensitiveness  and  delicacy 
of  the  author  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  himself.       , 

At  the  January  session  of  1865,  the  General  Assem- 
bly passed  the  following  resolution:  — 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  William  R.  Staples,  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  requested  to  edit  the  Journals  of  the  Convention  in  Rhode 
Island  for  the   adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ; 
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also,  the  proceedings  of  the  towns  relative  thei'eto,  and  other  papers 
connected  therewith,  within,  or  which  may  be  put  within  his  control, 
and  to  cause  five  hundred  copies  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
General  Assembly . 

Upon  receiving  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  Mr.  Sta- 
ples resumed  his  labors.  He  embodied  in  his  work 
the  correspondence  between  the  Executive  of  the  State 
and  the  delegates  in  Congress,  which  had  already  been 
published  in  the  "Colonial  Records."  When  com- 
pleted in  this  form  it  made  two  hundred  and  forty 
folio  pages  of  manuscript.  Thinking,  however,  that 
there  might  be  further  correspondence  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  in  the  archives  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society,  he  made  a  thorough  search, 
being  anxious  to  obtain  and  copy  all  letters  pertaining 
to  his  subject,  that  were  known  to  be  in  existence. 
The  result  was  five  hundred  pages  more  of  manuscript. 
To  engraft  all  this  into  his  original  work  required  a 
careful  recasting  of  the  whole.  This  was  not  accom- 
plished until  the  beginning  of  March,  1867. 

Finding  that  the  work  in  its  enlarged  form  would 
greatly  exceed  in  size  and  cost  the  one  originally 
proposed  by  the  General  Assembly,  Mr.  Staples, 
in  the  Spring  of  1866,  suggested  the  expediency  of 
appointing  a  committee  to  examine  the  manuscript, 
or  at  least  to  confer  with  the  author  on  the  subject. 
Such  a  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  on  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Messrs.  George  W.  Greene, 
George  M.  Carpenter  and  William  Binney  ;  and 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate  of  His  Honor  the  Lieuten- 
ant  Governor,   Rowland   G.    Hazard   and   Borden 
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Chace.  To  Mr.  Greene,  the  chairman  of  this  com- 
mittee, Mr.  Staples  addressed  a  letter,  of  which  the 
following  is  substantially  a  copy  :  — 

Providence,  March  8,  1867. 

Dear  Sir  : — It  is  with  great  pleasure,  I  assure  you,  that  I  came  to 
the  last  page  of  my  manuscript  this  morning.  It  covers  about  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  folio  pages.  It  is  an  attempt  at  a  documentary 
history  of  the  State  in  the  old  Continental  Congress,  and  the 
Journal  of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  ;  embracing  the  correspondence  between  the  Executive 
of  the  State  and  its  delegates  in  Congress. 

I  supposed  I  had  completed  my  intended  work  more  than  a  year 
ago,  but  on  examining  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  I  ascer- 
tained that  he  had  omitted  from  the  Colonial  Records,  letters  to  and 
from  the  delegates  in  Congress,  copies  of  which  swelled  my  manu- 
script from  two  hundred  and  forty  folio  pages,  to  its  present  size.  I 
was  appalled  when  I  first  discovered  these  letters  and  ascertained 
their  number  and  extent,  but  deeming  them  important  to  complete 
my  original  plan,  I  have  persevered  until  now.  There  are  still 
wanting  many  letters  to  complete  the  series,  a  part  of  which, 
especially  of  the  copies  kept  by  the  Executive,  are  irretrievably  lost. 
Some  may  be  in  private  collections  preserved  as  autographs. 

Of  original  matter  I  have  used  little  more  than  was  sufficient  as  a 
thread  to  the  letters.  I  now  offer  the  whole  manuscript  for  your 
examination.  I  shall  regret,  but  will  find  no  fault,  if  you  deem  it  inex- 
pedient to  publish  it.  Since  I  have  ascertained  the  bulk,  I  myself 
begin  to  doubt.  At  any  rate  I  shall  have  one  copy  of  these  letters, 
after  the  originals  are  destroyed  with  the  State  House. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  R.  STAPLES. 

To  this  letter  Mr.  Staples  received  no  reply,  it 
being  near  the  close  of  the  session,  nor  did  he  form- 
ally meet  the  committee,  although  several  of  them  at 
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different  times  called  on  him  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject. Thus  the  matter  rested  until  the  January  session 
of  1868,  when  the  new  Assembly  appointed  another 
committee  under  the  following  resolution  :  — 

Eesolved,  That  Messrs.  Sheffield  of  Newport,  Perry  of  Bris- 
tol, and  Bradford  of  Cranston,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
Messrs.  Rowland  G.  Hazard  of  Kingston,  and  Benoni  Carpen- 
ter of  Pawtucket,  of  the  Senate,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the 
papers  prepared  by  Hon.  William  R.  Staples,  relating  to  the 
minutes  of  the  Convention  for  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion. 

This  committee  at  once  conferred  with  Mr.  Sta- 
ples, and  finally  submitted  to  the  General  Assembly 
suitable  resolutions,  which  were  adopted  as  follows :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  be  allowed  and  is 
hereby  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  Hon.  Williaji  R.  Staples,  for 
editing  the  History  of  the  Adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  by  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  proposition  of  the  State  Printers  to  pub- 
lish five  hundred  copies  of  the  work  prepared  by  Hon.  William  R. 
Staples,  entitled  "History  of  the  Adoption  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  by  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,"  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  accepted,  and  that  the  said  State  Printers  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  directed  to  furnish  the  said  copies  as  soon  as  is  practicable,  and 
at  a  cost  to  the  State  not  exceedino^  eicjht  hundred  dollars. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  give,  as  briefly  as  possi- 
ble, a  documentary  account  of  the  origin  and  progress 
of  the  present  work  up  to  the  time  of  the  author's 
decease.  The  foregoing  resolutions,  it  will  be  ob- 
served, make  no  provision  for  remunerating  him  for 
his  manuscript,  which  had  cost  him  much  time  and 
labor.      The  appropriation  is  simply  for  editing,  etc. 
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This,  in  addition  to  the  labor  of  proof-reading,  which, 
in  his  enfeebled  state  of  health,  he  dreaded,  decided 
him  for  the  time  not  to  publish. 

A  few  weeks  before  Judge  Staples's  death,  I  called 
by  special  appointment  at  his  house,  to  confer  with 
him  in  reference  to  the  work  which  he  had  prepared 
for  publication,  and  which  he  had  carefully  revised 
for  the  last  time.  He  unfolded  at  length  his  views 
and  plans,  and  then  requested  me  to  take  the  manu- 
script to  my  home,  examine  it  carefully,  revise  the 
title  page  and  preface,  and  give  suitable  headings  to 
the  several  chapters,  intimating  that  in  case  of  publi- 
cation, about  which  he  was  still  in  doubt,  he  should 
rely  on  me  to  read  the  proofs,  and  make  out  an  index 
similar  to  the  one  in  my  "Life,  Times  and  Correspon- 
dence of  James  Manning."  These  suggestions  and 
wishes  I  have  endeavored  faithfully  to  carry  out,  the 
General  Assembly  having,  at  its  January  session  for 
1869,  authorized  the  publication  of  the  work  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  following  resolutions  :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be 
allowed  to  the  heirs  of  the  late  William  R.  Staples,  for  the  manu- 
script of  a  work  entitled  "  Documentary  History  of  Rhode  Island  in 
the  old  Continental  Congress,  with  the  Journal  of  the  Convention 
that  adopted  the  Constitution,  in  May,  1790,"  and  that  the  State 
Auditor  is  hereby  directed  to  draw  his  order  on  the  General  Treasurer 
in  favor  of  the  legal  representative  of  said  heirs,  for  the  said  sum  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  on  receiving  from  them  a  receipt  in 
full  for  all  claims  against  the  State  on  account  of  said  work. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  Le 
allowed  to  Reuben  A.  Guild,  for  editing  the  aforesaid  work  of  the 
late  William  R.  Staples,  and  that  the  State  Auditor  is  hereby 
directed  to  draw  his  order  on  the  General  Treasurer  for  said  sum  in 
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favor  of  the  said  Reuben  A.  Guild,  on  the  completion  of  his 
editorial  labors. 

Resolved,  That  the  editorial  labors  of  the  said  Reuben  A. 
Guild  shall  include  correcting  the  proof,  and  superintending  the 
printing  of  five  hundred  copies  of  the  said  work,  under  a  contract 
already  made  with  the  State  Printers. 

Resolved,  That  the  volume  when  completed  be  delivered  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  who  shall  then  cause  twenty-five  copies  of  the 
work  to  be  given  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  author,  and  shall  dis- 
tribute one  copy  to  each  member  of  the  present  General  Assembly, 
and  the  remainder  under  the  direction  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  all  former  resolutions  making  appropriations  for 
the  objects  above  specified,  with  the  exception  of  the  resolution 
accepting  the  proposal  of  the  State  Printers  for  printing  the  afore- 
said work,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  rescinded. 

The  additional  resolutions,  passed  at  the  recent  Jan- 
uary session  of  the  General  Assembly,  find  their  place 
here  to  complete  the  official  record:  — 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  for  completing  the  History 
of  the  Adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  by  this 
State,  be  appropriated  and  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  Printers  upon  the 
order  of  Reuben  A.  Guild,  endorsed  by  the  State  Auditor. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  cause  one  copy  of 
the  History  of  the  Adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
by  this  State  to  be  distributed  to  each  of  the  new  members  of  the 
present  General  Assembly,  and  five  copies  to  the  Editor. 

The  work  now  completed  cannot  fail  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  most  important  contribution,  not  only  to 
the  history  of  Rhode  Island,  but  also  to  the  history 
of  the  country  at  large  during  her  most  trying  and 
critical  periods.     It  embodies,  as  the  table  of  contents 

shows,  THREE  HUNDRED  AND  TEN  LETTERS,  mOStly  from 
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members  of  Congress,  and  the  Governors  of  the  State. 
"In  this  correspondence,"  says  Mr.  Staples,  "are 
portrayed  the  daily  hopes  and  fears  of  the  writers  on 
the  great  subjects  that  engrossed  their  attention.  It 
discloses  the  springs  of  action  which  moved  them, 
which  springs  in  many  cases  are  concealed  from  public 
view.  The  destitution,  the  wants  and  the  dangers  of 
the  country  are  depicted,  when  the  burden  of  them 
saddened  the  hearts  of  the  patriot  writers."  "And  it 
is  quite  probable,"  Mr.  Staples  adds,  "that  the  opin- 
ions of  the  Executive,  the  General  Assembly  and  the 
delegates,  on  State  rights,  and  against  any  addition  to 
the  powers  of  Congress,  had  a  controlling  influence 
over  many  individuals  on  the  question  of  adopting 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

Of  the  labor  and  patience  required  to  read  so  many 
pages  of  manuscript  and  proof,  I  need  not  here  speak. 
It  has  been  my  steady  aim  throughout  to  avoid  encum- 
bering the  work  with  needless  notes,  and  in  no  case  to 
alter  materially  the  original  copy,  confining  myself  to 
slight  changes  in  orthography  and  forms  of  expression, 
and  a  verification  of  names  and  dates.  With  all  its 
faults  of  omission  and  commission  on  the  part  of  the 
Editor,  it  is  now  submitted  to  the  General  Assembly, 
under  whose  auspices  it  is  published. 

R.  A.   G. 
Providence,  May  4,  1870. 
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Hon.  William  Read  Staples,  youngest  son  of 
Samuel  and  Ruth  (Read)  Staples,  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, October  loth,  1798.  Concerning  his  childhood 
and  early  youth  we  know  but  little.  He  was  taught 
the  rudiments  of  knowledge  by  Oliver  Angell,  a  teacher 
in  our  public  and  private  schools  for  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury, and  the  author  of  a  series  of  school  books,  which, 
in  their  day,  were  held  in  high  esteem.  He  com- 
menced his  classical  studies  in  the  old  Latin  School 
established  by  President  Manning,  as  early  as  1764, 
and  now  known  as  the  University  Grammar  School. 
The  building  for  its  use  had  recently  been  erected 
by  the  friends  of  the  College,  at  an  expense  of  some 
fifteen  hundred  dollars.  Here  he  was  instructed  by 
the  Rev.  Harvey  Jenks,  and  afterwards  by  David 
Avery. 

In  September,  181 3,  he  entered  the  Freshman  Class 
of  Brown  University,  then  in  the  zenith  of  its  pros- 
perity under  the  administration  of  President  Messer. 
To  him,  as  a  revered  instructor  and  guide,  he  became, 
during  the  four  years  of  his  college  life,  warmly  at- 
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tached,  and  for  him  he  always  entertained  feelings  of 
profound  admiration  and  respect,  which  the  lapse  of 
time  never  impaired.  The  other  Professors  and  Tutors 
with  whom  he  was  associated  were  Josephus  Wheaton, 
John  Bailey,  Solomon  Drown,  William  Ingalls,  Calvin 
Park,  Levi  Wheaton,  Tristam  Burges,  and  David  How- 
ell. The  latter  gentleman,  although  he  was  Professor 
of  Law  in  the  Institution  for  thirty-four  years,  never 
participated  in  the  ordinary  duties  of  academic  instruc- 
tion. His  extraordinary  attainments  in  general  litera- 
ture, and  his  profound  knowledge  of  the  history  and 
principles  of  Jurisprudence,  must,  however,  have  had 
no  little  influence  in  giving  an  impulse  to  the  studies 
and  pursuits  of  the  graduates  of  that  period,  or  during 
Mr.  Howell's  connection  with  the  College,  many  of 
whom,  like  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch,  attained 
to  eminence  as  Judges  upon  the  Bench.  The  names 
of  James  Burrill,  Tristam  Burges,  Marcus  Morton, 
Samuel  Randall,  Theron  Metcalf,  William  L.  Marcy, 
Richard  W.  Greene,  Job  Durfee,  Charles  E.  Forbes, 
Levi  Haile,  and  Samuel  Ames,  may  be  mentioned 
among  others,  in  illustration  of  this  remark.  The  let- 
ters of  Judge  Howell,  it  may  be  added,  as  published 
in  the  present  work,  show  him  to  have  been  one  of 
the  greatest  men  of  his  time,  and  a  leading  member 
of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Concerning  Mr.  Staples's  character  and  habits  as  a 
student,  his  classmate,  Mr.  Greene,  has  kindly  fur- 
nished particulars,  which  we  have  appended  to  this 
Sketch.  He  graduated  in  1817,  delivering  at  the 
Commencement,  an  oration  on  the  "Dangers  of  Ame- 
rican Liberty."     The  members  of  his  class  numbered 
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in  all  twenty-five.  Among  those  who  have  deceased 
may  be  mentioned  the  names  of  Aaron  Brooks,  the 
Salutatorian,  who  was  afterwards  Tutor  and  Librarian 
in  the  University,  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Jackson,  late  of 
Newport,  Rev.  Dr.  E.  White,  Rev.  Prof  E.  R.  Lippitt, 
Laban  M.  Wheaton,  the  distinguished  benefactor  of 
the  Female  Seminary  in  Norton,  founded  by  his  father, 
and  the  late  Dr.  L.  L.  Miller  of  Providence.  Among 
the  few  members  now  living  are  Warren  Lovering,  of 
Medway,  Massachusetts,  Rev.  Abel  Manning,  Rev. 
Joseph  H.  Patrick,  Hon.  Charles  Jackson  of  Provi- 
dence, and  the  Hon.  William  Greene,  of  Warwick, 
who  delivered  the  valedictory  addresses.  We  may  also 
mention  here,  that  in  1862,  just  forty-five  years  after 
his  graduation,  the  University  conferred  upon  Judge 
Staples  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

Immediately  after  leaving  College,  Mr.  Staples 
commenced  the  study  of  law,  with  Nathaniel  Searle,  a 
graduate  of  the  University  under  President  Maxcy, 
and  one  of  the  most  eminent  men  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Bar.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  the 
State  on  the  21st  of  September,  18 19.  Although  not 
especially  fond  of  his  profession,  he  devoted  himself  to 
it  with  assiduity,  achieving  in  it  a  success  of  which 
any  one  might  well  be  proud.  His  leading  tastes  were 
historical  and  antiquarian,  and  these  guided  his  studies 
and  shaped  his  occupations  through  life. 

In  November,  1821,  he  married  Rebecca  M.  Power, 
eldest  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Anna  (Marsh)  Power, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children.  Both  of  these  died 
young.     The  mother  died  September   14,   1825.     In 
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October,  1826,  he  married  for  his  second  wife,  Evelina, 
only  daughter  of  Levi  and  Susan  (Howe)  Eaton,  of 
Framingham,  Massachusetts.  With  this  most  estima- 
ble woman  he  lived  happily  during  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  Eleven  children  were  born  to  them,  of 
whom  six  are  still  living,  to  cherish  the  virtues  and 
revere  the  name  of  a  loved  and  honored  parent. 

When  a  city  government  was  inaugurated,  in  1832, 
Mr.  Staples  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council,  representing  the  First  Ward.  During  the 
two  years  following  he  served  as  Justice  of  the  Police 
Court.  In  June,  1835,  he  was  appointed  Associate 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island,  which 
position  he  held  upwards  of  nineteen  years.  On  the 
2d  of  November,  1854,  at  a  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  held  in  East  Greenwich,  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  made 
vacant  by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Richard  Ward 
Greene.  At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Alfred  Bosworth  of 
Warren,  and  Mr.  Sylvester  G.  Shearman  of  South 
Kingstown,  were  elected  Associate  Justices.  His 
health,  however,  had  begun  to  fail,  and  in  March, 
1856,  he  resigned  the  office,  having  held  it  less  than 
two  years.  In  May  following,  he  was  chosen  the  first 
State  Auditor.  This  office  he  also  resigned  after  hold- 
ing it  a  few  months. 

Previous  to  this  time,  in  January,  1856,  Judge  Sta- 
ples had  been  elected  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Do- 
mestic Industry.  Upon  the  duties  of  this  more  con- 
genial office  he  at  once  entered  with  zeal  and  enthu- 
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siasm.  He  imparted  to  the  Association  fresh  life  and 
energy,  collecting  valuable  statistics  for  the  use  of  its 
members,  and  making  it  the  medium  of  many  advan- 
tages to  the  community.  His  annual  Reports  he  pre- 
pared with  special  care,  incorporating  into  them  im- 
portant suggestions  and  instructive  facts.  This  office 
he  continued  to  fill  with  increasing  satisfaction  until 
his  death,  a  period  of  nearly  thirteen  years.  The 
harmony  and  uninterrupted  prosperity  of  the  Society 
during  this  period,  and  its  extensive  interchange  with 
similar  societies,  of  reports,  transactions  and  corre- 
spondence, all  bear  testimony  to  his  faithfulness  and 
efficiency  as  its  chief  executive  officer,  and  the  guard- 
ian of  its  funds. 

The  parents  of  Judge  Staples  were  worshippers  at 
the  First  Baptist  Church,  his  mother  being  a  member. 
While  a  student  in  College  he  was  connected  for  a 
time  with  the  Sunday  School  of  St.  John's  Episcopal 
Church,  and  after  his  first  marriage  he  continued  to 
worship  there,  his  wife's  family  being  identified  with 
that  people.  But  the  simplicity  of  the  belief  and 
practice  of  the  Friends  was  more  congenial  to  his 
nature,  and  for  many  years  previous  to  his  death  he 
was  a  regular  attendant  at  their  religious  meetings. 
Although  attached  to  their  peculiarities,  he  was  en- 
tirely exempt  from  a  narrow  and  exclusive  spirit.  He 
loved  truth  and  goodness  in  every  form,  and  in  his 
daily  life  he  endeavored  to  give  a  practical  illustration 
of  that  charity,  which  is  the  crowning  grace  of  the 
gospel. 

In  his  social  and  domestic  relations  he  was  an  exam- 
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pie  of  Strict  integrity  and  of  amiable  affections.  He 
maintained  on  all  occasions  an  undeviating  attachment 
to  truth  and  justice;  and  these  he  always  defended  as 
the  only  sure  foundation  of  permanent  happiness.  As 
a  husband,  few  men  were  more  uniformly  affectionate 
and  attentive.  He  preferred  the  quiet  of  his  own  fire- 
side to  the  attractions  of  society,  and  here,  in  the  com- 
pany of  those  whom  he  loved,  he  spent  his  happiest 
hours.  His  surviving  widow  will  fondly  cherish  in 
her  declining  years  the  remembrance  of  his  kindness 
that  never  failed  ;  and  his  children  will  not  soon  forget 
the  fidelity  and  success  with  which  he  blended  the 
tenderness  of  a  friend  and  the  authority  of  a  parent. 

He  died  suddenly,  of  heart  disease,  on  Monday 
morning,  October  19th,  1868.  Although  he  had  been 
for  many  years  an  invalid,  there  was  nothing  in  his 
complaints  that  seemed  to  threaten  immediate  danger. 
Indeed  he  had  been  announced  to  read  a  paper  before 
the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  on  the  evening 
of  the  20th.  His  remains  were  respectfully  interred 
on  Wednesday,  the  21st,  in  the  North  Burial  Ground, 
attended  by  members  of  the  Bar,  members  of  the 
Society  of  which  he  had  been  so  long  a  Secretary,  and 
a  numerous  train  of  weeping  relatives  and  friends. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Providence  Bar  Association, 
held  in  the  Court  House  Wednesday  morning,  the 
Honorable  Charles  Jackson  announced  the  decease  of 
Judge  Staples,  and  made  the  following  remarks:  — 

May  it  please  the  Court  : — I  appear  in  behalf  of  the  Bar,  to 
announce  the  decease  of  Hon.  WilliajM  R.  Staples,  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  Bar  of  this  State,  and  formerly  Chief  Justice  of  this 
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Court.     He  died  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  inst.,  at  his  residence 
in  this  city. 

Judge  Staples  was  an  intimate  friend  of  mine,  from  his  boyhood 
to  his  death.  I  was  one  of  his  classmates,  and  was  admitted  con- 
temporaneously with  him  to  the  Bar  and  the  Courts  of  this  State  ; 
and,  hence,  though  I  retired  from  the  profession  many  years  since 
to  engage  in  other  pursuits,  I  have  been  invited  to  announce  his 
death  to  the  Court.  I  desire  to  pay  a  just  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  the  deceased ,  but  my  feelings  are  so  involved  that  I  must  be  brief. 
I  will  therefore  only  say,  that  in  his  death  the  Bar  and  the  commu- 
nity have  lost  a  wise  counsellor,  an  able  and  impartial  jurist,  a  ripe 
scholar,  a  learned  antiquarian,  a  most  useful  citizen,  an  honest  man, 
and  a  devout  Christian.  Let  us  cherish  his  memory  and  profit  by  his 
example. 

The  Attorney-General,  Willard  Sayles,  Esq.,  pre- 
sented the  following  resolutions,  which  had  been 
adopted  at  a  previous  meeting  of  the  Providence  Bar 
Association :  — 

Resolved  :  That  we  are  assembled  to  oifer  a  spontaneous  and 
heartfelt  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  good  man,  who  has  gone  to  his 
rest. 

Resolved  :  That  as  a  man  and  a  magistrate,  the  Hon.  "William 
R.  Staples  has  rendered,  in  his  day  and  generation,  useful  services 
to  his  profession,  to  the  State,  and  to  society,  and  deserves  to  be  held 
in  grateful  and  honored  remembrance. 

Resolved  :  That  while  others  may  delight  to  recall  their  esteem 
of  his  worth  as  a  citizen,  and  of  his  eminent  services  in  fields  of  his- 
torical and  antiquarian  research,  it  has  now  become  our  province  to 
speak  of  him  as  a  lawyer  and  a  judge. 

Resolved  :  That  while  his  practice  at  the  Bar,  before  he  went 
upon  the  Bench,  antedates  the  memory  of  most  of  us,  we  all  know 
from  those  who  knew  him,  that  he  was  there  as  he  continued  to  the 
end,  the  patient,  cautious  and  accurate  student,  the  conscientious, 
wise  and  trusty  counsellor. 

Resolved  :  That  in  his  long  service  upon  the  Bench,  whether 
hdlding  jury  trials  in  the  Common  Pleas,  or  presiding  over  the  delib- 
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erations  of  the  Supreme  Court  as  Chief  Justice,  his  thorough  and 
correct  knowledge  of  the  common  law,  his  great  experience,  his 
sound  judgment  and  his  anxious  desire  to  do  justice,  enabled  him, 
for  a  generation,  to  render  services  of  the  greatest  value,  the  memory 
of  which  will  be  transmitted  as  an  important  part  of  the  history  of 
the  State. 

Resolved  :  That  while  we  commemorate  his  services  in  our  pro- 
fession, we  desire  to  unite  with  the  whole  people  in  doing  honor  to 
the  memory  of  a  citizen,  who  in  life  won  universal  respect  from  all 
classes  of  men,  and  who,  in  the  fullness  of  years  and  honors,  has 
gone  to  his  reward. 

Resolved  :  That  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  his  memory,  we  will 
attend  his  funeral  as  a  body. 

Resolved  :  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  signed  by  the  Chair- 
man and  Secretary,  be  forwarded  to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  and 
that  they  be  presented  to  the  Supreme  Court,  with  the  request  that 
they  be  entered  upon  its  records. 

Mr.  Benjamin  N.  Lapham  then  addressed  the  Court 
as  follows :  — 

May  it  please  the  Court  : — I  join  with  my  brother  Hazard  in 
seconding  the  motion,  that  these  resolutions  be  entered  on  the  records 
of  the  Court.  It  is  well,  I  think,  for  the  living  always  to  give  to  the 
dead  that  praise  to  which  they  are  entitled.  Ever  since  I  have  known 
Judge  Staples,  I  have  entertained  for  him  a  respect  and  veneration, 
such  as  I  have  never  felt  for  any  other  man ;  and,  on  this  occasion,  I 
deem  it  both  a  duty  and  a  privilege,  to  tender  to  him  the  testimonial 
of  my  regard  for  his  memory. 

I  first  knew  Judge  Staples  about  the  year  1846.  He  was  then 
an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  sitting  upon  the  Bench 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  decisions  of  questions  of  law,  and  also 
sitting  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  the  trial  of  cases  with  a 
jury.  Socially,  I  was  not  intimate  with  Judge  Staples,  and  I 
cannot,  therefore,  speak  with  discrimination  of  his  domestic,  of  his 
social,  or  of  his  literary  acquirements.  My  knowledge  of  him  has 
been  principally  as  a  Judge,  and  I  knew  him  as  a  Judge,  and  knew 
him  well,  from  the  time  I  commenced  the  practice  of  law,  in  1846, 
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down  to  the  time  when  he  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  Court ;   and 
it  is,  therefore,  of  him,  as  a  Judge,  that  I  propose  to  speak. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  place  in  human  society  I  regard  so  respon- 
sible, as  that  of  a  Judge,  and  particularly  the  position  of  a  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  a  State  or  nation.  And  there  is  no 
office  that  requires  the  exercise  of  higher  and  better  qualities  of  intel- 
lect, and  conscience,  and  heart,  than  the  office  of  a  Judge,  because 
from  the  judgments  of  the  Supreme  Court  there  is  no  earthly  appeal. 
Those  judgments  must  be  executed.  For  their  execution  the  gallows 
is  raised,  prisons  are  erected,  and  the  sword  of  the  executive  is  bared. 
Therefore,  I  say  that  this  office  requires  the  exercise  of  all  those 
highest  qualities  that  are  given  to  the  human  mind.  And  it  seems 
to  me  that  Judge  Staples  possessed  many,  if  not  all  the  qualities  of 
the  good  Judge.  The  qualities  of  a  Judge,  are  :  first,  that  he  shall 
have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  law  which  he  is  called  upon  to 
administer  ;  that  he  should  know  how  to  apply  that  law  to  the  busi- 
ness of  men  in  human  society  ;  that  he  should  have  a  disposition  and 
temper  of  mind  to  apply  it  rightly ;  that  he  should  have  the  industry 
and  application  which  is  to  enable  him  to  make  that  application  of  the 
law  to  the  affairs  of  men,  so  as  to  secure  the  ends  of  justice.  It 
seems  to  me  that  Judge  Staples  possessed  all  these  qualities  in  a 
very  eminent  degree.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  say  of  Judge 
Staples  that  his  theoretic  knowledge  of  the  law  was  the  most  exten- 
sive or  the  most  accurate,  but  I  think  I  can,  with  entire  safety,  say  that 
his  knowledge  of  the  law  was  so  general  and  so  comprehensive,  that 
it  enabled  him  to  discharge  wisely  and  well  all  the  duties  of  his  office ; 
and,  as  far  as  a  knowledge  of  the  local  and  peculiar  usages  and 
customs  of  Rhode  Island  was  concerned,  and  a  knowledge  of  her 
colonial  history  was  concerned,  there  was  no  man  in  the  State  whose 
knowledge  was  surpassed  by  his.  And,  as  to  his  power  of  applying 
his  knowledge  to  the  business  of  the  Court,  I  think  it  has  rarely 
been  excelled  by  that  of  any  Judge  who  has  sat  upon  the  Bench  in 
Rhode  Island.  He  had  a  kind  of  tact  and  good  judgment,  which 
enabled  him  to  apply  the  principles  of  law  to  the  business  in  hand,  so 
as  to  secure  the  desired  result,  that  is,  the  application  of  law  to 
the  facts  of  the  case  in  hand,  and  he  always  made,  in  a  happy  and 
satisfactory  manner,  this  practical  application  of  the  law.  This  is  a 
rare  power.     It  is  a  most  desirable  one  for  a  Judge  to  possess. 
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And,  as  to  the  spirit  in  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  high 
office,  I  think  he  was  particularly  characterized  by  the  conscientious 
reojard  which  he  had  for  the  discharfre  of  these  duties.  No  other  man 
ever  brought  to  the  discharge  of  judicial  duties,  a  more  serious  feel- 
ing of  the  obligation  which  rested  upon  him,  than  Judge  Staples. 
Upon  the  Bench,  he  presided  with  propriety,  with  dignity,  with  a 
sort  of  humility,  as  though  there  was  resting  upon  his  conscience  an 
obligation,  which  he  discharged,  as  it  were,  with  fear  and  trembling. 
He  sat  there  as  a  man  inquiring  carefully  and  diligently  for  the  truth 
as  it  was  in  the  law,  as  the  law  had  been  enacted  by  the  law-making 
powers,  not  for  the  law,  as  he,  in  his  opinion  might  deem  it  proper 
that  it  should  exist,  but  for  the  law  as  it  had  been  made,  and  inquir- 
ing for  the  facts  in  the  testimony  as  the  testimony  might  be  presented. 
Hence,  he  was  always  a  most  patient  and  grave  listener,  rarely  inter- 
rupting or  cutting  short  the  counsel  in  remarks  which  they  had  to 
make  to  the  Court,  because  he  supposed  that  he  apprehended  the  law 
without  their  assistance  or  counsel ;  and,  in  listening  to  testimony, 
he  was  most  diligent  and  careful,  rarely  ruling  out  or  excluding  tes- 
timony because  he  supposed  that  it  might  not  throw  light  upon  the 
question  of  inquiry,  but  always  admitting  any  and  all  evidence 
which  he  supposed  to  be  of  any  possible  light  to  help  to  elucidate 
the  matter  in  dispute.  He  was  a  man  industrious,  methodical  and 
systematic  in  the  discharge  of  all  his  duties.  No  man  more  prompt 
or  more  diligent  than  he  was.  He  required  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Court,  of  the  officers  in  attendance  upon  the  Court,  and  of  the 
members  of  the  Bar  who  practiced  in  his  Court,  the  same  prompti- 
tude, and  the  same  diligence  and  attention  to  business,  of  which  he 
himself  set  so  worthy  an  example.  The  result  of  all  these  qualities 
and  of  these  habits  on  the  part  of  Judge  Staples,  was  manifest  in 
the  confidence  of  the  community,  which  he  secured. 

The  compensation — the  pecuniary  compensation  which  was  awarded 
Judge  Staples  for  these  invaluable  services  which  he  rendered  to 
the  State,  was  mere  nothing.  The  State  of  Rhode  Island  ought 
to  blush  with  shame  when  it  recollects  the  meagre  compensation 
which  this  man  received  for  all  these  most  valuable  services  ren- 
dered to  the  State.  But  there  is  a  kind  of  compensation  which  men 
receive  for  their  well-doing  in  this  world,  that  cannot  be  measured  by 
any  pecuniary  compensation,  and  I  say  that   Judge  Staples,  as  a 
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reward  for  the  exercise  of  his  high  quahties  of  mind  and  conscience 
and  heart,  did  receive  from  this  community  a  reward  which  was  more 
grateful  to  a  high-toned  man  than  any  other  earthly  reward  a  man 
can  receive,  and  that  was  the  love  and  the  confidence  and  the  esteem 
of  the  community ;  and  I  think  this  love  and  confidence  and  esteem 
was  bestowed  upon  him  as  it  has  hardly  ever  been  bestowed  upon  any 
other  man  in  this  community.  I  think,  as  was  remarked  by  the 
classmate  of  Judge  Staples,  who  introduced  this  subject  to  the 
Court,  that  he  has  left  behind  him  an  example  which  is  worthy  to  be 
cherished  and  imitated  by  us  all. 

The  following  remarks  were  made  by  Edward  H. 
Hazard,  Esq. :  — 

Judge  Staples  has  built  his  own  monument.  There  is  not  a  town 
or  village,  or  hamlet,  in  the  whole  State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  which 
his  name  is  not  cherished  in  grateful  remembrance  by  those  who  have 
attended  the  sitting  of  courts  in  the  different  counties.  It  has  been 
my  fortune  to  know  something  of  the  public  men  of  Rhode  Island. 
In  my  deliberate  judgment,  no  man  has  passed  away  who  has  left 
behind  him  a  purer  memory  as  a  .Judge,  a  citizen,  and  a  man.  His 
works  will  secure  his  fame.  I  hope  that  some  man,  competent  for 
the  task,  will  treat  him  as  Massachusetts  treats  her  distinguished 
men,  and  cause  a  permanent  literary  memorial  of  him  to  be  prepared. 
I  hope  that  the  Chief  Justice  and  your  Honor,  who  knew  him  as  well 
as  any  in  a  literary  point  of  view,  will  be  designated  for  that  work. 

Closing  remarks  were  made  by  the  Hon.  Judge 
Durfee,  as  follows:  — 

GENTLEME^f  OF  THE  Bar  : — I  am  sensible  of  the  disappointment 
which  will  be  felt  by  all,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  him  who 
would  most  fitly  have  spoken  for  the  Court  at  this  time.  Chief 
Justice  Bray  ton  was,  for  many  years,  associated  with  Judge  Staples 
upon  the  Bench,  and  would,  if  he  were  present,*  speak  of  him  with 
the  authority  of  a  long  and  personal  intimacy.      I  can  claim  no 

*  Mr.  Brayton  was  confined  to  his  room  in  consequence  of  severe  illness. 
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such  sanction  for  anything  which  I  may  say.  ISIy  acquaintance  with 
Judge  Staples,  though  he  was  cordial  and  friendly  to  me  as  the 
son  of  my  father,  was  hardly  more  than  casual.  Yet  such  was 
his  individuality,  that  I  suppose  that  even  a  casual  acquaintance 
was  enough  to  give  quite  a  distinct  impression  of  his  character. 
From  the  first,  you  felt  certain  of  the  man.  There  was  not  an 
expression  of  his  countenance,  not  a  tone  of  his  voice,  not  a  glance, 
not  a  gesture,  that  did  not  avouch  his  entire  sincerity  and  upright- 
ness. His  speech  was  plain,  direct  and  fearless,  and  you  felt  at  once 
assured  that  what  he  said  he  thought,  and  what  he  promised  he  would 
perform.  He  had  no  disguises,  for  never  having  played  the  sophist 
with  himself,  he  had  no  disposition  to  play  the  hypocrite  with  others. 
Indeed,  it  seemed  almost  as  if  he  had  derived  from  the  old  times  that 
he  loved  so  well,  the  better  portion  of  their  simple  and  sterling 
virtues,  to  show  us  of  a  later  generation,  how  "express  and  admira- 
ble" they  were.  From  the  first,  also,  you  felt  that  through  and 
through  he  was  sane  and  vital,  and  that  if  there  were  any  twist  or 
eccentricity  in  his  nature,  it  did  not  come  from  disease,  but  that  like 
the  gnarled  bole  and  nodes  of  the  oak,  it  bore  testimony  to  the 
strength  and  sturdiness  of  a  character  which  refused  to  surrender  to 
the  common  place. 

For  more  than  twenty  years,  upon  this  Bench,  as  Associate  and 
Chief  Justice,  he  fulfilled  the  duties  of  his  place  much  to  his  own 
credit  and  greatly  to  the  acceptance  of  the  people  of  the  State. 
Besides  his  perfect  integrity,  his  strong  love  of  truth  and  alert  sense 
of  justice — those  fundamental  virtues  of  a  good  Judge,  he  brought  to 
the  Bench,  I  am  told,  an  extraordinary  quickness  of  perception, 
which  enabled  him,  in  the  hurry  of  nisi  prius  trials,  to  master  the 
merits  of  a  controversy  with  almost  intuitive  celerity  and  certainty. 
Few  men  could  dispose  of  the  business  of  a  court  so  rapidly  as  he, 
and  at  the  same  time  with  so  satisfactory  a  result.  It  was,  doubt- 
less, this  quality  of  his  mind,  which  led  him  to  prefer  jury  trials  to 
the  more  laborious  examinations  of  the  full  Bench,  and  which  Igd  him 
to  sit  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  preference  to  sitting  in  the 
court  of  last  resort.  He  was  not,  I  suppose,  a  man  of  vast  and 
varied  juridical  attainments,  but  being  well  grounded  in  the  principles 
of  the  law,  he  liked  better  to  decide  cases  off-hand,  upon  his  first 
impressions  of  right,  than  to  pursue  the  thread  of  legal  inquiry  along 
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the  line  of  imperfect  precedent  and  devious  analogy.  It  is  a  fine 
tribute  to  the  soundness  both  of  his  intellectual  and  moral  nature, 
and  to  the  delicate  poise  of  his  sensibilities,  that  in  disposing  in  this 
way  of  such  multitudes  of  cases,  he  gave  so  seldom  any  cause  for 
complaint.  He  retired  from  the  Bench  in  1856,  but  he  did  not  then 
retire  from  judicial  labors.  He  continued  to  be  a  master  in  chancery 
of  this  Court,  and  as  such,  was  often  employed  up  to  the  time  of  his 
decease.  As  a  referee,  he  had,  probably,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
satisfactorily  settled  more  controversies  than  any  other  man  living  in 
the  State. 

Of  his  valuable  services  as  an  antiquarian  and  as  a  historian,  and  of 
his  many  merits  as  a  citizen,  and  as  a  man,  others  will  more  fittingly 
speak  at  other  times. 

He  has  passed  on  to  the  other  life.  His  own  home  is  sadly 
bereaved,  and  many  another  household  has  lost  a  fast  friend  or  a  wise 
and  faithful  adviser.  He  has  gone  from  us,  venerable  with  years 
and  full  of  honors,  leaving  behind  him  an  example  which  it  will  be 
well  for  us,  as  has  been  truly  remarked,  to  cherish. 

The  resolutions  which  have  been  presented  and  which  so  aptly 
characterize  his  qualities  and  commemorate  his  services,  will  be 
placed  upon  the  records  of  the  Court ;  and  the  Court,  out  of  respect 
for  his  memory,  will  now  stand  adjourned. 

Judge  Staples  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  and  for  many  years, 
as  Librarian  and  Secretary,  gave  a  large  amount  of 
active  service  in  promoting  its  interests.  The  follow- 
ing extract  from  an  address  delivered  before  the 
Society  by  its  President,  the  Hon.  Samuel  G.  Arnold, 
finds  a  fitting  place  in  this  connection,  presenting  as 
it  does  an  outline  of  his  historical  labors,  and  giving 
in  detail  a  list  of  his  printed  works:  — 

Aside  from  his  profession.  Judge  Staples's  chief  pursuits  were 
those  of  antiquarian  research  and  historical  study.  These  were  his 
delight  from  boyhood  to  the  close  of  a  long  and  useful  life.  An  old 
trunk  of  manuscript  papers,  in  some  neglected  garret,  would  yield 
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him  a  keener  pleasure  than  the  miser's  hoard  of  gold.  There  is 
probably  no  man  living  so  competent  as  he  was  to  explain  obscure 
points  in  our  early  history.  His  connection  with  this  Society  dates 
from  its  foundation,  in  1822.  He  was  one  of  the  corporators,  its 
first  Secretary  and  Librarian,  and  Cabinet  Keeper  for  the  Xorthem 
District,  and  a  member  of  the  first  Publishing  Committee,  who,  in 
1827,  published  the  first  volume  of  our  Collections — the  "Key  to 
the  Indian  Language."  In  1835,  his  first  historical  work  appeared, 
under  the  auspices  of  this  Society,  as  the  second  volume  of  its  publi- 
cations. This  was  Gorton's  "  Simplicity's  Defence  against  Seven- 
Headed  Policy,"  edited  by  Judge  Staples,  with  copious  notes 
explanatory  of  the  text,  and  an  appendix  of  original  documents 
referred  to  therein.  This  singular  work,  full  of  the  mysticism  of  its 
author,  the  founder  of  a  religious  sect,  and  a  most  original  thinker, 
would  be  almost  unintelligible  to  the  modern  reader,  but  for  the  pains- 
taking spirit  of  its  editor.  Between  the  mystical  Gortonist,  merging 
his  humanity  in  the  Divine  Essence,  and  the  benign  Quaker,  seeking 
only  to  be  guided  by  "  the  inner  light,"  there  was  a  sufficient  simi- 
larity of  sentiment  to  awaken  in  the  mind  of  Judge  Staples,  whose 
views  resembled  those  of  the  Friends,  a  keen,, interest  in  the  life,  the 
character,  and  the  teachings  of  the  founder  of  Warwick.  He  was 
thus  eminently  fitted  to  edit  a  work  from  which  we  derive  most  of 
our  knowledge  of  the  religious  system  of  Samuel  Gorton.  No 
other  man  could  have  done  it  so  well,  for  few  would  have  patience  to 
read  it,  and  still  fewer  have  that  taste  for  the  metaphysics  of 
theology,  necessary  to  discover  and  interpret  its  meaning.  If  time 
allowed,  it  would  be  amusing,  if  not  instructive,  to  cite  some  pas- 
sages from  the  "  Defence,"  which  to  a  modern  reader  sound  like 
unmeaning  jargon,  but  which,  in  their  connection,  and  with  the 
annotations  of  the  accomplished  editor,  assume  intelligible  form. 
The  quaint  and  often  obsolete  terms  employed,  the  intricate  involu- 
tions of  sentences,  the  painful  elaboration  of  ideas,  are  characteris- 
tics common  to  very  many  of  the  works  of  that  age ;  but  when  to 
these  difficulties  there  is  superadded  the  greater  one  of  mysticism, 
the  trancendentalism  of  the  16th  and  17th  centuries,  the  ordinary 
reader  is  apt  to  throw  down  the  book  in  despair,  and  the  antiquarian 
finds  it  no  easy  task  to  understand  it.  This  was  the  labor  that 
Judge  Staples  accomplished  in  editing  Gorton,  and  we  of  Rhode 
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Island  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude  in   that  he  has   rescued  from 
oblivion  the  intellect,  if  not  the  memory,  of  a  truly  remarkable  man. 

In  1836,  Judge  Staples  was  again  elected  Librarian  and  Cabinet 
Keeper,  in  place  of  Mr.  Greene,  and  held  these  offices  for  six  years, 
resuming  also  his  former  position  as  Secretary.  In  1843,  he  pub- 
lished the  "  Annals  of  Providence," — one  edition  of  which  appeared 
as  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Society's  Collections.  This  work  covers  a 
period  wanting  but  four  years  of  two  centuries, — from  the  settlement 
of  the  town,  in  1636,  to  the  organization  of  the  City  Government, 
in  1832.  It  is  a  book  requiring  infinite  labor,  for  many  of  the  most 
knotty  problems  in  our  early  history  are  connected  with  the  first 
thirty  years  of  these  annals.  Indeed,  after  the  adoption  of  the 
Royal  Charter,  the  history  of  the  State  becomes  comparatively  easy 
to  trace,  although  there  still  remain  many  obscure  points  relating  to 
the  town,  especially  at  the  time  of  King  Philip's  war,  when  the 
town  was  almost  abandoned  and  was  partially  burned. 

Upon  all  obscure  passages  Judge  Staples  has  poured  a  flood  of 
light,  by  his  unwearied  pains  in  searching  out,  studying,  and  com- 
paring all  the  ancient  manuscripts  upon  which  he  could  lay  his 
hands.  He  was  a  mouser  among  old  papers.  A  tavern  bill  or  a 
sheriff's  writ  was  as  important  to  him — in  evidence  upon  some 
doubtful  point — as  a  town  treasurer's  receipt  or  an  act  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly.  In  fact,  the  destruction  of  most  of  the  records 
during  the  Indian  war,  and  the  damage  sustained  by  the  remainder 
from  being  thrown  into  the  water  for  safe  keeping,  at  that  time, 
makes  it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  private  papers  and  old  family 
letters  and  accounts,  to  establish  many  facts  of  which,  till  he  substan- 
tiated them  in  this  way,  tradition  was  the  only  evidence.  His  dili- 
gence has  preserved  the  record  of  many  interesting  events  which,  but 
for  him,  would  have  been  lost  forever.  The  "Annals  of  Providence" 
is  indeed  a  mine  of  facts  and  statistics  upon  almost  every  subject  that 
has  a  history,  and  they  are  so  arranged  as  to  be  readily  found,  even 
without  consulting  the  index.  I  cannot  convey  an  adequate  idea  of 
the  assistance  derived  from  this  work  in  writing  the  History  of  the 
State.  There  are  but  two  that  approach  it  in  value  to  the  historical 
student— Knowles's  Roger  Williams,  and  Potter's  Narragansett. 
Nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  passed  after  the  "Annals"  appeared, 
during  which  the  Society  showed  to  the  outer  world  no  signs  of  life. 
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The  want  of  a  publishing  fund  was  the  cause  of  this  stagnation,  and 
to  remedy  the  evil,  Judge  Staples  and  a  few  other  members 
attempted  to  raise  by  subscription  a  sufficient  sum  to  enable  the 
Society  to  print  at  least  one  volume  a  year  from  its  collections ;  but 
thus  far  the  labor  has  been  in  vain.  But  the  Judge  himself  was  not 
idle  during  all  this  time.  In  1845,  he  compiled  a  "Documentary 
History  of  the  Destruction  of  the  Gaspee,"  which  first  appeared  as  a 
serial  in  the  Providence  Journal,  and  was  then  published  in  pam- 
phlet form.  In  1847 — just  two  hundred  years  after  the  meeting  of 
the  first  General  Assembly  and  adoption  of  the  code  of  laws  under 
the  Parliamentary  Charter,  he  published  the  Proceedings  and  Code, 
with  brief  but  valuable  comments  thereon.  Besides  these  historical 
works,  he  prepared  in  1859,  a  "  Collection  of  Forms,"  as  a  guide  to 
persons  having  to  draw  up  legal  papers.  This  completes  the  list  of 
his  printed  works,  except  the  Reports  of  the  Society  of  which  he  was 
Secretary.  His  last  historical  labor  was  a  history  of  the  State  Con- 
vention of  1790,  for  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  This 
was  prepared  under  a  vote  of  the  General  Assembly.  It  was  com- 
pleted but  a  short  time  before  his  death,  and  has  not  yet  been 
printed. 

In  concluding  this  imperfect  sketch  of  the  life  and  services  of 
Judge  Staples,  mention  should  be  made  of  his  favorite  idea  in 
regard  to  a  monumental  history  of  the  State.  He  desired  to  see 
appropriate  monuments  erected  to  the  great  names  of  the  past  which 
should  preserve  their  memories  to  remote  generations.  In  this  he 
included  the  Indian  Sachems  as  the  loyal  friends  and  preservers  of  the 
infant  colony.  He  would  commence  with  Miantonomi  and  Canoni- 
cus,  for  whom  he  proposed  rough  granite  boulders,  typical  of  the  rude 
and  majestic  characters  of  these  aboriginal  lords  of  Rhode  Island. 
Then,  coming  down  through  successive  periods,  he  would  illustrate 
the  colonial,  revolutionary,  and  later  eras,  placing  these  monuments 
near  the  scenes  of  the  exploits  they  were  to  commemorate,  and  so 
spreading  all  over  the  State  enduring  testimonials  of  the  mighty  past. 
The  idea  is  too  good  a  one  to  be  lost,  and  should  it  ever  be  carried 
out,  it  would  in  itself  be  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  genius  and  the  ser- 
vices of  William  Read  Staples. 

No  allusion,  in  the  foregoing  extract,  is  made  to 
the  numerous  articles  which  Mr.  Staples  furnished 
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for  public  journals  and  magazines,  relating  mostly  to 
genealogical  and  historical  antiquities,  or  to  questions 
of  jurisprudence  and  civil  rights.  Among  the  latter 
should  be  mentioned  his  legal  opinion  on  the  claim  of 
the  State  to  the  "Cove  Lands,"  w^hich  w^as  published 
in  a  pamphlet  form  at  the  expense  of  the  city.  This 
is  a  remarkable  document,  showing  research  and  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  contributing 
perhaps  more  than  anything  else,  to  a  happy  settlement 
of  the  controversy  which  called  it  forth. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Hon.  William  Greene, 
of  Warwick,  forms  a  fitting  close  to  this  introductory 
memoir:  — 

Warwick,  March  7,  1870. 

Dear  Sir  : — My  recollections  of  my  deceased  friend  and  class- 
mate, Staples,  in  college  life,  are  rather  of  general  traits  of  char- 
acter than  of  particular  incidents  illustrative  of  them.  The  industry, 
truthfulness,  and  decision  of  mind,  which  achieved  so  much  for  him 
in  subsequent  life,  were  quite  as  remarkable  in  his  earlier  as  in  his 
later  years.  His  industry  was  indefatigable ;  and  his  habit  of 
attention  to  routines  of  duty  was  correspondingly  exact.  His  study 
was  at  his  home,  some  mile  from  the  college ;  and  he  was  rarely  seen 
upon  the  college  grounds  except  at  Prayers,  Recitations  and  Society 
Meetings.  From  the  first  two  of  these,  I  think  it  may  be  said  with 
literal  truth,  that  he  was  never  absent.  At  all  seasons  of  the 
year  and  in  all  conditions  of  the  weather,  he  was  ever  among  the 
first  at  Prayer  and  Recitation ;  and  in  regard  to  the  latter  of  these 
exercises,  no  member  of  his  class  was  more  thoroughly  master  of  his 
lessons  than  he.  His  bearing  in  all  the  relations  connected  with 
his  college  duties,  was  that  of  an  earnest,  persevering  man  of  busi- 
ness, who  had  a  work  to  do,  and  was  determined  to  do  it.  His 
career  in  life  shows  how  well  he  was  grounded  in  the  habits  which 
were  certain  to  lead  him  to  a  marked  distinction. 

In  the  general  culture  of  his  mind,  Mr.  Staples  was  exact  in 
testing  everything  by  the  standard  of  truth  and  justice.     In  this  par- 
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ticular  of  his  character,  there  was  somewhat  like  mathematical  pre- 
cision ;  the  effect  of  which  doubtless  was  that  decision  of  mind 
for  which  his  whole  life  was  so  remarkable.  His  opinions,  upon 
whatever  subject,  after  careful  and  conscientious  analysis,  became 
deep  convictions,  and  quite  unchangeable.  This  may  have  led  a 
casual  observer  to  mistake  pertinacity  of  judgment,  for  obstinacy  of 
temper.  But  according  to  my  understanding  of  him,  his  unyielding 
adherence  to  an  opinion  deliberately  formed,  was  simply  a  submission 
of  his  mind  to  what  he  believed  to  be  thoroughly  ascertained  truth. 

The  cast  of  mind  here  suggested  would  be  apt  to  make  him  a  good 
Judge ^  while  it  might  fail  to  make  him  a  very  successful  lawyer.  The 
office  of  the  Judge  demands  the  exactest  observance  of  the  justice 
of  the  case.  That  of  the  lawyer,  is  necessarily  more  or  less  deter- 
mined by  what  seems  to  be  the  interest  of  the  client ;  and  if  my 
estimate  of  Mr.  Staples  in  this  bearing  be  a  just  one,  the  conscien- 
tious feeling  would  be  apt  to  predominate  too  strongly  to  admit  of 
his  being  a  good  advocate  of  a  bad  cause. 

When  I  first  heard  of  his  elevation  to  the  Bench,  I  felt  quite  sure 
that  the  choice  would  prove  a  wise  one.  Not  so  much,  however, 
because  of  his  juridical  attainments,  (for  I  had  had  no  opportunity 
of  knowing  much  about  them,)  as  of  his  strong  common  sense  and 
clear-minded  perception  of  what  was  right.  With  these  latter  traits, 
he  would  be  more  likely  to  be  governed  in  his  judgments  by  his  own 
studied  views  of  justice,  than  by  the  learning  called  "authority," 
which  might  often  set  him  in  opposition  to  them.  Perhaps  in  this 
connection,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  venture  the  opinion,  that 
the  ablest  Judges  have  not  always  been  the  most  learned ;  for  the 
very  reason,  perhaps,  that  they  have  given  to  their  own  thoughts  the 
time  which  is  too  often,  if  not  most  generally,  given  to  the  learning 
which  embodies  the  thoughts  of  others.  If  I  do  not  greatly  mistake, 
the  great  power  of  Mansfield,  Marshall,  Parsons  and  Webster,  came 
vastly  more  from  their  own  original  generalizations,  than  from  the 
recorded  discussions  of  books  of  law.  Such  minds  might  be  helped 
by  these,  but  not  controlled  by  them.  They  would  give  the  law  of 
a  case,  and  leave  to  minds  of  another  cast  to  "  hunt  up  the  authori- 
ties." I  do  not  mean  by  this  to  decry  learning ;  nor  to  speak 
slightingly  of  it ;   but  rather  to  protest  against  the  thraldom  of  it. 

Mr.  Staples  was  a  good  and  well  studied  classical  scholar.     There 
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are  those  surviving  of  his  college  companions,  who  Avill  remember 
him  as  the  fomider  of  the  Phi  Rho  Epsilon  Society,  for  the  special 
cultivation  of  the  Greek  language  and  literature.  It  was  a  decided 
success  under  his  close  and  careful  management.  I  do  not  know  that 
the  society  survived  his  graduation  from  the  college.  It  probably 
did  not ;  but  at  any  rate,  sooner  or  later,  it  shared  the  fate  of  the 
Philermenian  and  United  Brothers  Societies,  those  noble  institutions 
which  are  represented  as  being  now,  through  some  strange  untoward 
influence,  substantially  defunct ;  and  their  fine  and  well  chosen  libra- 
ries scattered  to  the  winds. 

During  his  college  life,  I  believe  Mr.  Staples  attended  exclusively 
and  constantly  the  Friends  Meeting  ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  his  religious  sentiments  were,  at  that  time,  substantially  in 
accordance  with  those  of  the  Friends'  persuasion.  But  in  conversa- 
tions with  him,  within  the  last  six  months  of  his  life,  I  felt  that  I  had 
a  right  to  infer  that  he  had  no  controlling  dogmatic  belief.  He 
professed  the  profoundest  reverence  for  the  great  principles  of  lumian 
duty,  and  regarded  Christianity  as,  in  the  highest  sense,  inculcating 
them.  But  it  was  evident  to  me,  that  any  form  of  theology  that 
gave  to  these  but  a  secondary  position  in  the  relations  of  life,  was,  in 
his  judgment,  rather  speculative  than  substantial;  and,  at  any  rate, 
involved  in  too  much  moral  imcertainty,  to  justify  intelligent  belief. 

My  last  conversation  with  this  remarkable  and  eminently  good 
man,  was  mainly  upon  the  philosophical  writings  of  Cicero ;  and 
especial  comment  arose  upon  the  Essay  "  De  Senectute."  His 
remarks  were  emphatic  upon  the  closing  paragraphs  on  the  immor- 
tality of  the  soul.  Independently  of  all  other  sources  of  opinion,  the 
argument  from  these  paragraphs,  though  necessarily  strictly  philo- 
sophical, seemed  complete  for  his  conviction. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Staples,  in  all  that  belongs  to  industrial  power, 
truthful  demonstration,  and  manly  decision  of  character,  Avas  a  model 
for  the  adoption  of  any  young  man,  who,  eschewing  the  shams  of 
life,  would  make  the  most  of  its  realities ;  and  who,  most  worthily 
fitting  himself  for  its  duties,  would  most  certainly  assure  himself  of 
its  rewards. 

Respectfully  and  truly  yours,  etc., 

AV^ILLIAM  GREENE. 

Reuben  A.  Guild,  Esq. 
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With  the  Congress  of  1765,  commenced  a  new  epoch 
in  the  history  of  the  English  colonies  in  North  America. 
From  the  time  of  the  planting  of  the  first  of  these  colonies, 
the  leading  object  of  the  legislation  of  the  mother  country 
in  relation  to  them,  was  to  make  and  keep  them  dependent 
on  her.  To  this  end,  she  monopolized  their  trade  and  com- 
merce, limited  their  manufactures  and  controlled  all  their 
industrial  pursuits.  The  colonists  rendered  an  unwilling 
obedience  to  such  laws,  and  this  only  when  it  could  not  be 
avoided.  The  exigencies  of  their  situation,  the  weakness 
and  poverty  of  their  new  settlements,  and  the  dangers  to 
which  they  were  exposed  from  their  Indian  and  French 
neighbors,  compelled  them  to  bear  illegal  impositions  in 
comparative  silence.  It  was  the  price  that  they  paid  for  the 
protection  they  needed  and  received  from  the  mother  coun- 
try. The  conquest  of  Canada  left  the  colonies  in  peace  and 
safety.  The  wars  that  led  to  it  taught  them  their  strength, 
and  diminished  their  feeling  of  dependence.  The  same  wars 
had  increased  the  debt  of  Great  Britain.  On  the  ground 
that  the  colonies  had  been  especially  benefited  by  these 
wars,  Parliament  imposed  specific  duties  on  certain  enumer- 
ated articles  that  should  be  imported  by  them,  and  more 
stringent  measures  were  adopted  for  the  collection  of  all 
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custom  house  dues.  The  powers  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  coiu'ts 
here  were  increased  and  a  stamp  act  was  proposed.  These 
and  other  similar  measures  excited  a  feeling  of  insecurity 
and  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the  colonists,  which  led  to  the 
calling  of  the  Congress  of  1765.  AVith  this  Congress  a  new 
era  in  the  history  of  the  colonies  was  inaugurated.  Then 
they,  for  the  first  time,  assembled  in  a  Congress  on  theu'  own 
motion.  Then  they  met,  for  the  first  time,  to  consult  upon 
their  rights  and  to  seek  redress  for  their  wrongs.  The 
means  proposed  and  adopted  were,  "a  general  and  united, 
loyal  and  honorable  representation  of  their  condition  to  His 
Majesty  and  the  Parliament,  and  to  implore  relief." 

Parliament  refused  to  receive  their  petition.  They  were 
profi"ered  no  relief  by  His  Majesty.  But  they  learned  their 
own  strength  by  this  meeting,  and  were  made  conscious  of 
the  importance  of  thus  assembling  together,  by  the  violent 
opposition  manifested  by  the  British  government  against  it. 
The  stamp  act  was  passed  before  this  Congress  convened,  to 
go  into  operation  at  a  time  subsequent.  But  such  was  the 
general  feeling  of  hostility  throughout  the  colonies  to  these 
measures,  that  this  act  was  soon  repealed,  and,  before  the 
day  appointed  for  it  to  go  into  operation,  the  act  impos- 
ing impost  duties  was  greatly  modified.  Parliament  accom- 
panied these  conciliatory  measures  with  a  new  act  declaring 
that  they  had  the  power  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cases 
whatever — an  act  which  would  not  confer  the  power,  if  they 
did  not  possess  it,  any  more  than  could  the  acts  of  the  colo- 
nies, denying  its  existence,  destroy  it,  if  it  really  existed. 

In  1767,  Parliament  passed  an  act  imposing  an  impost 
duty  on  certain  articles  imported  into  the  colonies,  and  took 
especial  care  to  insert  in  its  preamble,  that  it  was  passed  for 
the  purposes  of  revenue.  They  also  authorized  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Board  of  Commissioners  to  be  located  at  Boston, 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  laws  relating  to  the  trade 
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and  commerce  of  the  colonies.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  remonstrated 
by  petition  to  the  home  government  against  these  acts  and 
by  a  circular  to  the  other  colonies,  advised  them  of  the  steps 
they  had  taken,  and  called  on  them  to  present  similar  peti- 
tions. This  circidar  gave  great  offence  to  the  British  gov- 
ernment. As  soon  as  the  news  of  it  reached  England,  an 
order  was  dispatched  to  ]\Iassachusetts  for  that  Province  to 
rescind  it.  The  other  colonies  were  at  the  same  time  admon- 
ished that  "it  was  a  matter  of  dangerous  and  factious  tend- 
ency, *  *  calculated  to  produce  an  unwarrantable  combina- 
tion." JVIassachusetts  refused  to  rescind  it.  The  Colony  of 
Rhode  Island  forwarded  to  England  a  petition  similar  to  the 
one  sent  from  Massachusetts,  and  in  relation  to  the  circular  of 
Massachusetts,  they  replied  to  the  admonition  of  the  English 
Secretary,  that  they  were  surprised  "  that  an  attempt  to  unite 
fellow  subjects,  laboring  under  the  same  hardships,  in  peti- 
tioning the  throne  in  a  constitutional  and  loyal  manner  for 
redress,  should  be  termed  'a  factious  and  unwarrantable 
combination.' "  Instead  of  treating  it  with  contempt,  as 
advised  by  the  Secretary,  they  said  that  they  "think  them- 
selves bound  in  duty  to  themselves  and  to  their  country  to 
approve  the  sentiments  contained  in  it."  The  most  efficient 
measure  adopted  by  the  colonists  against  these  acts  of  Par- 
liament, was  their  agreement  not  to  import  any  goods  charged 
with  an  impost  duty.  Committees  of  correspondence  had 
been  formed  in  most  of  the  colonies,  and  through  them  a 
uniformity  of  action  was  greatly  promoted. 

In  1768,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  colonies  wrote  to 
the  Governor  of  this  Colony,  complaining  that  his  letters  to 
the  Governor  had  been  by  him  communicated  to  the  Legis- 
lature, adding  that  it  was  His  Majesty's  pleasure  that  this 
course  should  not  be  pursued  "unless  you  have  His  Majesty's 
particular  direction  to  the  contrary."     This  letter  was  laid 
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before  the  Legislature,  although  it  did  not  contain  "  His 
Majesty's  particular  direction"  to  that  effect.  The  reply 
from  Gov.  Wanton  stated,  that  by  the  charter  the  supreme 
authority  in  the  Colony  was  vested  in  the  General  Assembly, 
and  that  by  the  constitution  all  letters,  correspondence  and 
intelligence  relating  to  public  affairs  must  be  laid  before  that 
body,  adding :  "  Your  Lordship  must  perceive  that  it  is  not 
in  my  power  to  comply  with  this  instruction  without  acting 
diametrically  opposite  to  the  constitution  of  the  Colony." 
This  reply  undoubtedly  curtailed  the  correspondence  between 
His  Lordship  and  the  Governor.  In  January,  1768,  the 
Secretary  required  that  all  the  laws  and  resolutions  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly  should  be  transmitted  to  him.  In 
September  of  the  same  year,  and  again  in  February,  1770, 
he  required  a  copy  of  "  The  Journal  and  Proceedings  of  the 
General  Assembly"  to  be  sent  to  him  at  the  end  of  each 
session.  After  the  receipt  of  these  letters,  "  The  Journal 
and  Proceedings"  are  so  very  meagre  on  the  subjects  in  con- 
troversy between  the  colonies  and  Great  Britain,  as  to  create 
a  suspicion  that  such  matters  were  discussed  and  debated  in 
the  General  Assembly,  but  were  not  suffered  to  ripen  into 
"acts"  or  "resolutions,"  so  as  to  appear  on  their  journal. 

Difficulties  soon  arose  between  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Customs  at  Boston  and  the  colonists.  The  latter  had  too 
long  been  accustomed  to  disregard  revenue  laws  to  be  readily 
controlled  by  custom  house  officers.  Troops  were  sent  to 
Boston,  then  the  hot-bed  of  discontent,  and  to  other  places, 
and  the  number  of  vessels  in  the  revenue  service  was 
increased,  to  aid  the  Commissioners.  Their  presence  gave 
rise  to  greater  discontent.  In  July,  1769,  the  armed  sloop 
Liberty,  havmg  brought  two  vessels  into  Newport  harbor  on 
suspicion  of  illicit  trade,  an  altercation  arose  between  the 
crews  of  the  captured  vessels  and  their  captors.  The  peo- 
ple of  Newport,  of  course,  took  part  with  the  former,  and 
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"the  Liberty"  was  boarded,  scuttled  and  sunk,  and  her  boats 
drawn  through  the  streets  in  triumph,  Avliile  the  captured 
vessels  escaped.  In  March,  1770,  occurred  "the  Boston 
Massacre,"  so  called,  in  which  several  persons  lost  their  lives 
in  a  conflict  with  the  troops  stationed  there.  Parliament,  in 
February,  1769,  added  to  the  discontents  of  the  colonies,  by 
an  addi'ess  to  the  King,  advising  an  inquiry  by  the  Governor 
of  Massachusetts  in  relation  to  the  disturbances  at  Boston, 
to  the  end  that  the  persons  implicated  in  them  might  be  sent 
to  England  for  trial.  This,  the  colonists  alleged,  was  an 
infringement  of  the  right  of  the  accused  to  a  trial  by  a  jury 
of  the  vicinage,  and  that  it  deprived  them  of  witnesses  in 
their  behalf. 

In  May,  1769,  the  colonies  were  notified  that  the  act  of 
Parliament  imposing  impost  duties  for  the  sake  of  revenue 
would,  on  the  ground  of  commercial  policy,  be  repealed,  the 
duty  on  tea  only  excepted.  The  repeal  followed  in  1770. 
Enough,  however,  remained  of  the  revenue  acts  and  acts  of 
trade  enforced  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  with  troops 
and  armed  vessels,  to  keep  up  the  irritation.  The  abstract 
right  of  taxation  by  Parliament  without  representation,  was 
involved  in  the  three  penny  duty  on  tea,  which  had  been 
retained,  and  the  act  of  Parliament  declaring  their  right  to 
bind  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatever,  remained  in  full  force. 
The  repeal,  however,  produced  a  comparative  calm.  The 
non-importation  agreements  were  rescinded  in  most  of  the 
colonies,  except  as  to  tea. 

This  calm  was  disturbed  in  1772,  by  the  destruction  of  the 
armed  schooner  Gaspee  in  Narragansett  Bay.  In  chasing 
a  packet  sloop  up  the  bay,  the  Gaspee  run  aground  on  Nam- 
quit  Point,  and  in  the  night  following  was  boarded  and  burned 
by  a  party  from  Providence.  The  commander,  Lieutenant 
Duddington,  was  Avounded  while  the  party  were  approach- 
ing the   Gaspee.      This  high-handed  act  induced  a  royal 
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proclamation,  offering  hea^^^  rewards  for  evidence  to  contact 
the  leaders  and  a  pardon  to  any  one  concerned  who  would 
give  evidence  against  them.  A  commission  was  transmitted 
to  Gov.  Wanton  and  to  the  Chief  Justices  of  Massachusetts, 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  and  to  the  Vice  Admiralty  Judge 
at  Boston,  to  inquire  into  the  facts  and  to  report  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  this  Colony,  so  that  the  persons  engaged  in  it  might 
be  sent  to  England  for  trial.  After  a  protracted  session, 
they  adjourned  without  eliciting  any  evidence  against  any 
person,  although  the  principal  actors  were  well  known,  and 
the  enterprise* had  been  planned  at  a  noted  public  house, 
and  the  persons  engaged  in  it  had  embarked  from  a  public 
wharf  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening,  without  assuming 
anv  disguises.  The  commissioners  were  all  lovalists,  and  not 
negligent  in  discharge  of  theii*  duties  under  their  commission. 
It  was  the  state  of  public  feeling  that  baffled  their  efforts. 
Other  colonies  were  not  idle  spectators  of  their  proceedings. 
The  proposition  to  send  the  accused  to  England  for  trial, 
awakened  anew  the  discussion  of  the  right  of  all  persons 
accused  of  crime,  to  be  tried  by  a  jiu-y  of  the  vicinage.  At 
this  time  a  three  penny  duty  on  tea  was  the  amount  of  rev- 
enue sought  from  the  colonies.  They  had  confederated  not 
to  import  it.  Large  quantities  found  their  way  into  the 
colonies  from  Holland  duty  free.  To  secure  this  duty 
and  to  secure  the  right  to  impose  it.  Parliament  authorized 
the  East  India  Company  to  transport  their  teas  to  America, 
and  to  receive  back  the  duties  paid  on  its  importation  into 
England.  By  this  means  the  company  could  afford  to  sell 
theii'  teas  at  a  less  price,  after  paying  the  duty  here,  than  the 
teas  smuggled  from  Holland  commanded.  Aware  that  these 
teas  would  be  used  if  imported,  and  so  in  fact  the  duty  would 
be  paid  by  the  colonists,  they  resolved  that  they  should  not 
be  landed  or  sold.  Through  their  committees  of  correspond- 
ence, this  arrangement  was  extended  to  all  the  ports  where 
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these  teas  were  expected.  The  teas  were  shipped  from 
England,  but  on  then*  arrival  in  this  country  the  consignees 
refused  to  receive  them,  and  in  some  instances  the  vessels 
containing  them  returned  without  discharging  their  cargoes. 
This  was  not  permitted  to  the  vessels  that  arrived  at  Boston, 
and  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  tea  the  people  emptied 
two  cargoes  of  it  into  their  harbor.  Papers  relative  to  this 
transaction  were  laid  before  Parliament  in  March,  1774. 
Before  the  close  of  that  month,  a  bill  passed  both  houses 
shutting  up  the  port  of  Boston  until  satisfaction  should  be 
made  to  the  East  India  Company  for  the  'teas  destroyed. 
News  of  this  act  reached  Boston  May  10.  On  the  13th  of 
the  same  month,  a  town  meeting  assembled  to  take  the  mat- 
ter into  consideration.  Instead  of  producing  despondency 
or  submission,  the  act  was  denounced  as  cruel,  tyrannical 
and  unjust  by  the  inhabitants,  who  nerved  themselves  for 
resistance.  They  solicited  the  other  colonies  to  come  to  a 
joint  resolution  to  stop  all  importations  from,  and  exporta- 
tions  to  Great  Britain  and  every  part  of  the  West  Indies, 
until  it  should  be  repealed,  expressing  the  opinion  that  such 
an  agreement  "would  prove  the  salvation  of  North  America 
and  her  liberties."  The  Boston  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence immediately  coxumunicated  the  news  of  the  passage  of 
the  Boston  Port  Bill  to  all  the  colonies. 

On  receipt  of  this  news,  the  freemen  of  Providence  assem- 
bled in  a  town  meeting  on  the  17th  of  May.  As  the  result 
of  their  proceedings  they 

Resolved,  That  this  town  will  heartily  join  with  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  and  the  other  colonies,  in  such  measures  as  shall  be 
generally  agreed  upon  by  the  colonies,  for  protecting  and  securing  their 
invaluable  rights  and  privileges,  and  transmitting  them  to  the  latest  posterity. 
That  the  deputies  of  this  town  be  requested  to  use  their  influence,  at  the 
approaching  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  for  promoting 
a  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be  of  the  representatives  of  the  general  assem- 
blies of  the  several  colonies  and  provinces  of  North  America,  for  establish- 
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ing  the  firmest  union,  and  adopting  such  measures  as  to  them  shall  appear 
most  effectual  to  answer  that  important  purpose,  and  to  agree  upon  proper 
modes  for  executing  the  same.  That  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of 
this  town  be  desired  to  assure  the  town  of  Boston,  that  we  consider  ourselves 
greatly  interested  in  the  present  alarming  conduct  of  the  British  Pailia- 
ment  towards  them,  and  view  the  whole  English  colonies  equally  concerned 
in  the  event,  and  that  we  will  with  the  utmost  firmness  act  accordingly, 
whenever  any  plan  shall  be  agreed  on.  In  the  meantime  we  are  of  opinion 
that  an  universal  stoppage  of  all  trade  with  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  Africa 
and  the  "West  Indies,  until  such  time  as  the  port  of  Boston  shall  be  reinstated 
in  its  former  privileges,  will  be  the  best  expedient  in  the  case,  and  that  a 
proper  time  should  be  agreed  on  for  the  same  universally  to  take  place. 

The  General  x\ssembly  of  Virginia  was  in  session  when 
the  news  of  the  passage  of  the  Boston  Port  Bill  arrived 
there.  On  the  24th  of  May,  the  House  of  Burgesses 
appointed  the  fii'st  day  of  June,  that  being  the  day  on  which 
that  act  was  to  go  into  effect,  "a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation 
and  prayer,  devoutly  to  implore  the  Divine  interposition  for 
averting  the  heavy  calamity  which  threatened  destruction  to 
their  civil  rights,  and  the  evils  of  civil  war  ;  to  give  them  one 
heart  and  one  mind  to  oppose,  by  all  just  and  proper  means, 
every  injury  to  American  rights."  The  Governor  immedi- 
ately dissolved  the  Assembly.  The  greater  part  of  the  mem- 
bers assembled  on  the  27th,  and  issued  an  address  to  the 
people  of  that  Province,  replete  with  patriotic  sentiments. 
In  it  they  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
"  to  communicate  with  their  several  corresponding  committees 
on  the  expediency  of  appointing  delegates  from  the  several 
colonies  of  British  America,  to  meet  in  General  Congress,  at 
such  place  annually  as  shall  be  thought  most  convenient, 
there  to  deliberate  on  those  general  measures,  which  the 
united  interests  of  America  may  from  time  to  time  require." 
That  Committee,  in  ct  letter  dated  May  28,  communicated  the 
proposal  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  this  Colony. 
A  committee  of  correspondence  was  appointed  in  New  York 
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on  the  16th  of  May,  which  committee  on  the  23d,  proposed 
the  calling  of  a  General  Congress.  We  have  taken  some 
pains  to  fix  these  dates  accurately,  in  order  to  ascertain  when 
and  where  the  project  of  such  a  Congress  was  first  enter- 
tained by  any  municipal  organization.  But  none  has  been 
found  so  early  as  that  at  which  the  town  of  Providence  pro- 
posed the  measure  in  a  legal  town  meeting.  The  General 
Assembly  of  this  Colony,  stood  adjourned  to  meet  on  the 
second  Monday  in  June,  the  13th  day  of  that  month.  On 
Tuesday,  the  14th,  the  session  actually  commenced,  and  on 
the  next  day  they  passed  the  following  resolutions  :  — 

This  Assembly,  taking  into  the  most  serious  consideration  several  acts 
of  the  British  Parliament  for  levying  taxes  upon  His  Majesty's  subjects  in 
America  without  their  consent,  and  particularly  an  act  lately  passed  for 
blocking  up  the  port  of  Boston  ;  which  act,  even  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  people  of  Boston  justly  deserved  punishment,  is  scarcely  to  be  paralleled 
in  history  for  the  severity  of  the  vengeance  executed  upon  them ;  and  also 
considering  to  what  a  deplorable  state  this  and  all  the  other  colonies  are 
reduced,  when  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  in  which  the  subjects  in  America 
have  not  a  single  voice,  and  without  being  heard  they  may  be  divested  of 
property  and  deprived  of  liberty,  do  upon  mature  deliberation  resolve  — 

1st.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Assembly  that  a  firm  and  inviolable 
union  of  all  the  colonies,  in  counsels  and  measures,  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  their  rights  and  libei'ties,  and  that  for  this  purpose 
a  convention  of  representatives  from  all  the  colonies  ought  to  be  holden  in 
some  proper  place,  as  soon  as  may  be^  in  order  to  consult  upon  proper 
measures  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  said  acts,  and  to  establish  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  colonies  upon  a  just  and  solid  foundation. 

2d.  That  the  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins  and  the  Hon.  Samuel  Ward, 
Esqs.,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  appointed  by  this  Assembly  to  represent 
the  people  of  this  Colony  in  a  General  Congress  of  representatives  from  the 
other  colonies,  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  major 
part  of  the  committees  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  by  the  colonies  in 
general. 

3d.  That  they  consult  and  advise  with  the  representatives  of  the  other 
colonies  who  shall  meet  in  such  Congress,  upon  a  loyal  and  dutiful  petition 
and  remonstrance  to  be  presented  to  His  Majesty,  as  the  united  voice  of 
his  faithful  subjects  in  America  ;    setting  forth  the  grievances  they  labor 
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under,  and  praying  his  gracious  interposition  for  their  relief ;  and  that  in 
case  a  major  part  of  the  representatives  of  all  the  colonies  shall  agree  upon 
such  petition  and  remonstrance,  they  be  empowered  to  sign  the  same  in 
behalf  of  this  Colony. 

4th.  That  they  also  consult  and  advise  upon  all  such  reasonable  and 
lawful  measures  as  may  be  expedient  for  the  colonies  in  an  united  manner 
to  pursue,  in  order  to  procure  redress  of  their  grievances  and  to  ascertain 
and  establish  their  rights  and  liberties. 

5th.  That  they  also  endeavor  to  procure  a  regular  annual  convention 
of  representatives  from  all  the  colonies,  to  consider  of  proper  means  for 
the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colonies. 

6th.  That  the  Speaker  of  the  lower  house  transmit,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
copies  of  these  resolutions  to  the  present  or  late  speakers  of  the  respective 
houses  of  representatives  of  all  the  British  colonies  upon  the  continent. 

These  resolutions  passed  both  branches  of  the  Legislature, 
and  had  all  the  forms  of  law,  and  the  delegates  appointed 
were  the  legal  representatives  of  the  Colony.  The  resolu- 
tions were  transmitted  to  the  other  colonies,  accompanied 
by  the  following  letter  :  — 

Newport,  June  20,  1774. 
Sir:  —  Agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  General  Assembly,  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  certain  resolutions  entered  into  by 
them  respecting  the  very  alarming  situation  of  the  colonies.  I  have  also 
to  inform  you  that  upon  this  occasion  the  Assembly  have  adjourned  to  the 
fourth  Monday  in  August  next. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

METCALFE  BOWLER, 

Speaker. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  no  time  or  place  for  the  meeting 
of  the  proposed  Congress  is  named  in  the  resolutions  of  this 
Colony.  This  was  left  to  be  suggested  by  the  Province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  the  legislature  of  which  commenced  its 
session  on  the  last  of  May,  and  had  been  adjourned  to  the 
7th  of  June,  then  to  meet  at  Salem.  There,  on  the  17th  of 
June,  the  House  of  Representatives  of  that  Province  passed 
the. following  resolutions  :  — 
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Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,         ) 
In  House  of  Representatives,  June  17,  1774.  ( 

This  House  having  duly  considered  and  being  deeply  affected  with  the 
unhappy  differences  which  have  long  subsisted,  and  are  increasing  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  do 

Resolve,  That  a  meeting  of  committees  from  the  several  colonies  on 
the  continent  is  highly  expedient  and  necessary,  to  consult  upon  the  present 
state  of  the  colonies  and  the  miseries  to  which  they  are  and  must  be 
reduced  by  the  operation  of  certain  acts  of  Parliament  respecting  America  ; 
and  to  deliberate  and  determine  upon  wise  and  proper  measures,  to  be  by 
them  recommended  to  all  the  colonies,  for  the  recovery  and  establishment 
of  their  just  rights  and  liberties,  civil  and  religious,  and  the  restoration  of 
union  and  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  most  ardently 
desired  by  all  good  men.     Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  James  Bowdoin,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Gushing,  Esq.,  Messrs.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams  and  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  Esqs.,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  appointed  a  committee  on  the  part 
of  this  Province  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  any  three  of  whom  to  be  a 
quorum  to  meet  such  committees  or  delegates  as  have  been  or  may  be 
appointed  either  by  their  respective  houses  of  burgesses  or  representatives, 
or  by  convention,  or  by  the  committees  of  correspondence  appointed  by  the 
respective  houses  of  Assembly,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  any  other 
place  that  shall  be  judged  most  suitable  by  the  committees,  on  the  1st  day 
of  September  next,  and  that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  be  directed,  in  a 
letter  to  the  speakers  of  the  houses  of  burgesses  or  representatives  in  the 
several  colonies,  to  inform  them  of  the  substance  of  these  resolves. 

The  Boston  Port  Bill  was  not  the  full  measure  of  retribu- 
tion and  vengeance  that  the  ministry  of  King  George  meted 
out  to  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  On  the  20th 
of  INIay,  a  bill  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  government  of 
that  Province  received  the  royal  assent.  This  deprived  the 
people  of  that  Province  of  most  important  rights  secured  to 
them  by  their  charter.  Members  of  the  council,  previously 
chosen  by  the  legislature,  were,  after  August  1,  to  be 
appointed  by  His  Majesty,  and  to  hold  their  offices  during 
his  pleasure.  No  town  meeting,  except  the  annual  one  for 
the  choice  of  town  officers,  could  be  held  after  that  time, 
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without  the  written  assent  of  the  Governor,  which  prescribed 
the  business  to  be  transacted.  By  another  act,  persons 
indicted  for  acts  done  in  suppression  of  riots  and  tumults, 
could  be  sent  by  the  Governor  to  any  other  colony  or  to 
Great  Britain  for  trial. 

The  Province  became  intensely  excited  by  these  acts  of 
Parliament,  which  threatened  ruin  to  the  citizen,  the  capital 
and  the  Province  itself.  The  other  colonies  sympathized 
with  them.  They  read  their  doom  in  the  measures  pursued 
against  Massachusetts.  No  course  of  proceeding  could 
have  been  adopted  that  would  have  united  the  colonies  more 
closely.  Nothing  could  have  been  done  that  would  have 
ensured  so  large  a  representation  in  the  proposed  Congress. 

The  delegates  from  this  Colony  received  a  commission 
under  the  seal  of  the  Colony,  in  the  following  form:  — 

By  the  Hox.  Joseph  Wanton,  Esq.,   Governor,  Captain  General  and 
Commander-in-Chief  over  the  English  Colony  of  Rhode  Island 
[l.  s.]     and  Providence  Plantations  in  New  England,  in  America,  to  the 
Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  and  the  Hon.  Samuel  "Ward,  Esq., 
Greeting : 
Whereas,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  aforesaid  have  nominated 
and  appointed  you,  the  said  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Ward,  to  repre- 
sent the  people  of  this  Colony  in  a  general  Congress  of  representatives 
from  this  and  the  other  colonies,  at  such  time  and  place  as  should  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  major  part  of  the  committees  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by 
the  colonies  in  general ;    I  do  therefore  hereby  authorize,  empower  and 
commissionate  you,  the  said  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Ward,  to  repair 
to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  it  being  the  place  agreed  upon  by  the  major 
part  of  the  colonies,  and  there,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  to  meet  and  join 
with  the  commissioners  or  delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  in  consulting 
upon  proper  measures  to  obtain  the  repeal  of  the  several  acts  of  the  British 
Parliament  for  levying  taxes  upon  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  America  with- 
out their  consent,  and  particularly  an  act  lately  passed  for  blocking  up  the 
port  of  Boston ;    and  upon  proper  measures  to   establish  the  riglits  and 
liberties  of  the  colonies  upon  a  just  and  solid  foundation,  agreeably  to  the 
instructions  given  you  by  the  General  Assembly. 

Given  under  my  hand   and  the  seal  of  said  Colony,  this  10th  day  of 
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August  iu  the  year  of  our  Lord  1774,  and  the  14th  of  the  reign  of  His 
most  sacred  Majesty  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  Great 
Britain,  etc. 

J.  WANTON. 
By  His  Honor's  command,  Henry  "Ward,  Secretary. 

Invested  with  these  powers,  and  accredited  by  the  fore- 
going commission,  the  delegates  of  this  Colony  left  Rhode 
Island  for  Philadelphia,  to  discharge  the  important  duties 
imposed  on  them.  They  performed  the  journey,  each  in  his 
own  carriage,  attended  by  a  servant.  At  Philadelphia  they 
met  delegates  from  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  the  counties 
of  Newcastle,  Kent  and  Sussex  in  Delaware.  They  assem- 
bled in  Carpenter's  Hall,  on  the  5th  of  September,  and  organ- 
ized their  meeting  by  electing  Peyton  Randolph,  a  delegate 
from  Virginia,  for  President,  and  Charles  Thompson,  a  citi- 
zen of  Philadelphia,  for  their  Secretary.  Some  of  the  dele- 
gates produced  certificates  of  appointment  from  the  house 
of  representatives  or  burgesses,  and  others  from  the  com- 
mittees of  correspondence  of  the  colony  they  represented. 
Their  powers  varied  as  much  as  the  sources  from  which  they 
were  derived,  but  they  all  looked  to  one  object,  the  repeal 
of  the  oppressive  and  unconstitutional  acts  of  the  British 
Parliament,  and  to  the  prevention  of  future  aggression  on 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colonies.  Generally  they 
were  empowered  only  to  petition  and  remonstrate,  and  were 
required  to  report  to  the  body  that  appointed  them,  or  to  the 
legislature  or  house  of  representatives  of  the  colony  they 
represented.  The  powers  of  the  delegates  from  Rhode 
Island  were  as  ample  as  those  of  any  other  delegates.  The 
number  from  the  different  colonies  varied  considerably,  but 
the  inequality  was  in  part  remedied,  by  agreeing  that  each 
colony  should  have  one  vote.     The  whole  number  in  attend- 
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ance  varied  from  forty-three  to  fifty-three.  After  a  few  days 
they  adjourned  from  Carpenter's  Hall  to  the  State  House. 
They  held  all  their  sessions  with  closed  doors,  and  under  a 
general  injunction  of  secresy.  Mr.  Randolph  acted  as 
President,  until  sickness  on  the  22d  of  October  occasioned 
his  absence.  Henry  Middleton,  of  South  Carolina,  succeeded 
him  as  President,  until  the  end  of  the  session,  October  25th. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  the  Congress  resolved  to  appoint 
a  committee  "to  state  the  rights  of  the  colonies  in  general, 
the  several  instances  in  which  those  rights  are  violated  or 
infringed,  and  the  means  most  proper  to  be  pursued  for 
obtaining  a  restoration  of  them."  The  day  following,  two 
delegates  from  each  colony  were  appointed  on  this  commit- 
tee. At  the  same  time  they  agreed  to  the  appointment  of 
another  committee,  "to  examine  and  report  the  several  stat- 
utes which  affect  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  the  colonies," 
to  consist  of  one  delegate  from  each  colony.  Mr.  Hopkins 
was  the  one  selected  from  this  Colony. 

The  principal  measures  adopted  by  this  Congress  were : 
"  A  Declaration  of  the  rights  of  the  Colonies,  and  a  list  of 
the  infringements  and  violations  of  them  ;"  "An  Address  to 
the  People  of  Great  Britain;"  "An  Address  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Colonies  they  represented;"  "An  Address  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,"  and  "A  Petition 
to  the  King."  They  signed  "An  Association,"  binding 
themselves  and  their  constituents  not  to  import  from  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland  any  goods  whatever,  or  from  any  other 
country  any  goods  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Brit- 
ain or  Ireland,  nor  any  East  India  tea  from  any  part  of  the 
world  after  the  first  day  of  December,  and  not  to  use  any  of 
such  goods  imported  after  that  time.  In  the  same  instrument 
they  also  agreed  that  if  their  grievances  were  not  removed 
before  September  10,  1775,  they  would  not  export  any  com- 
modity to  Great  Britain,  or  Ireland,  or  the  West  Indies  after 
that  day.     These  measures  were  adopted  after  long  and  care- 
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fill  deliberation  and  discussion,  as  appears  from  theii*  records. 
It  is  matter  of  deep  regret  that  those  records  do  not  contain 
the  arguments  or  even  the  names  of  the  delegates  that  advo- 
cated them. 

It  is  probable  that  many  letters  were  sent  by  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Governor  of  the  Colony  during  the  session  of 
the  Congress.  The  only  one  known  to  be  preserved,  which 
refers  at  all  to  public  affairs,  is  the  one  that  follows :  — 

PniLADELPHIA,  Oct.  3,  1774. 

Sirs: — We  should,  with  pleasure,  have  communicated  to  you  the 
proceedings  of  the  Congress  from  time  to  time,  but  the  resolution  to  let 
nothing  transpire  without  express  direction,  would  not  admit  it,  but  we 
may  with  propriety,  we  believe,  observe  that  from  the  resolutions  unani- 
mously come  into  by  the  Congress  upon  the  resolves  of  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  which  Avere  immediately  published  with  these  resolves,  some 
estimate  may  be  formed  of  the  general  sentiments  of  the  Congress. 

We  take  this  early  opportunity  of  acquainting  Your  Honor,  that  a  non- 
importation from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is  agreed  upon,  to  take  place 
the  first  day  of  December  next,  and  a  general  non-exportation  on  the  tenth 
day  of  September  next ;  non-exportation  of  several  commodities  to  different 
parts  to  commence  immediately,  or  very  soon,  is  under  consideration,  and 
we  think  will  probably  be  resolved  upon.  Whenever  any  measures  are 
adopted  the  communication  of  which  will  either  give  pleasure  to  the  Colony 
or,  promote  its  interest,  we  shall,  the  moment  we  are  at  liberty,  give  you 
the  earliest  intelligence  of  them. 

The  magnitude  of  the  subjects  before  the  Congress,  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  delicacy  and  intricacy  in  which  they  are  involved,  the 
danger  of  taking  a  false  step  in  a  matter  of  such  vast  importance,  and  the 
necessity  of  adopting  every  proper  measure  cannot  fail  to  lengthen  the 
session. 

What  has  been  done  we  hope  will  be  honored  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Colony.  Much  still  remains  to  be  done,  and  however  striking  the  ideas 
of  our  friends  and  connections  at  home  may  be  after  a  long  absence,  we 
shall  cheerfully  continue  here  as  long  as  the  service  of  our  country  requires 
it ;  and  we  hope  faithfully  to  exert  our  utmost  endeavors  in  this  arduous 
undertaking  for  the  common  good  of  America. 

We  are,  with  regard,  your  Honor's  most  ob't  and  humble  servants, 

SAJNI.  WARD. 
To  the  Hon.  Joseph  Wanton,  Esq. 
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P.  S.  When  the  above  was  written,  Mr.  Hopkins  was  expected  in 
town  ;  but  not  being  yet  returned  and  the  vessel  ready  to  sail,  I  am  forced 
to  Avrite  singly. 

The  delegates  from  this  Colony  arrived  home  after  the 
close  of  the  October  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 
During  that  session  a  vote  was  passed,  requesting  the  Gov- 
ernor "to  call  them  together  as  soon  as  he  should  think 
proper,  within  one  week  after  the  arrival  of  the  delegates 
from  the  General  Congress."  He  therefore  called  a  special 
session,  which  was  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  December. 
The  delegates  attended  this  session  and  made  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  Congress,  probably  a  verbal  one,  as  there  is 
no  report  on  file.  The  Assembly  passed  the  following 
resolutions :  — 

Whereas,  The  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  and  the  Hon.  Samuel 
Ward,  Esq.,  delegates  from  this  Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress  held 
at  Philadelphia,  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  5th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1774,  this  day  made  report  of  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of 
said  Continental  Congress,  consisting  of  "  The  Bill  of  Rights,"  "  A  list  of 
Grievances,"  "  Occasional  Resolves,"  "  The  Association,"  "  An  Address  to 
the  People  of  Great  Britain,"  "A  Memorial  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  British 
American  Colonies,"  "  An  Address  to  the  Canadians,"  etc.,  all  which  being 
read  and  maturely  considered, 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  same  be  and  is  hereby  accepted 
and  approved. 

It  is  further  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Assem- 
bly be,  and  they  are,  hereby  given  to  the  delegates  of  this  Colony  in  par- 
ticular and  to  the  members  of  said  Continental  Congress  in  general  for  the 
wise,  faithful  and  spirited  discharge  of  the  important  trust  reposed  in  them. 

Akd  it  is  further  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is, 
recommended  to  the  several  towns  in  this  Colony  to  choose  committees 
agreeably  to  the  eleventh  article  of  the  said  Association,  for  the  purposes 
therein  expressed. 

And  it  is   further  Voted  and  Resolved,    That  the  Secretary  be, 

and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  send  printed   copies  of  said  Bill  of  Rights, 

List  of  Grievances,   the  Association,  Addresses  and  Memorial,  and  also 

of  this  vote  to  each  member  of  both  houses  of  this  Assembly  and  to  all 
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such  other  officers  within  this  Colony,  as  the  schedules  are  by  law  trans- 
mitted to. 

No  provision  had  been  made  for  the  payment  of  these 
delegates  for  their  expenses  or  services.  When  they  started 
on  their  journey  to  Philadelphia,  the  General  Treasurer 
advanced  £60  to  each  of  them.  At  this  session  they  pre- 
sented their  bills  for  allowances.  The  accounts  presented 
are  very  minute  and  particular.  They  are  inserted  rather 
as  matters  of  curiosity,  than  as  precedents  to  be  followed : — 

Stephen  Hopkins's  Account. 

Journey  and  expenses  to  Philadelphia,  as  one  of  the  delegates  from  the 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  Continental  Congress,  Dr. 

i  '  '  *•  Lawful  Money. 

Aug.  22.     To  expenses  for  horses  at  Jos.  Bucklin's,  -    .         -     £0    6  0 

To  Mr.  Cushing,  for  hay,           -             .  -                    6 

To  stores  of  Tillinghast  &  Co.         -  -             -          14  1 

To  passage  to  Elizabethtown,     -             -  -             9    0  0 

Fhiladelphia  Money. 

To  expenses  at  Eliz.  Town  Point,  £0    3    0 

at  Eliz.  Town,         -  -           1 

To  expenses  and  cost  at  Brunswick,  -    1     6  10 

To         "                       at  Princeton,  -               8    6. 

To         "                       at  Trenton,     -  .        14    4 

at  Newtown,  -                10 

Wrighstown,  -          6    8 

Warwick,  -              11     6 

at  Armitage's,  -          8    0 

PHILADELPHIA. 

Sept.  &  Oct.  To  Dr.  Bond's  bill,       -  -  -       £4    9    6 

To  John  Biddle's  bUl  for  housekeeping,        11  13    5 
To  a  washing  bill,  -  -  -    2     2 

To  the  barber's  bill,      -  -  -  1 

To  the  Secretary  for  papers,  -  -    3  10 

To  contribution  to  Jewel,  -  -  1  10 

To  the  Door  Keepers'  and  Messengers'  bill,       15 
To  8  weeks  board,  at  50s,  -  -  20 

To  paid  Mr.  Downer,  for  attendance,  writ- 
ing, etc.  -  -  -  1  10 
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Sept.  &  Oct..  To  cost  at  John  Shoemaker's,  2  nights, 
at  Bogait's,      -             -    .         - 

-       £1 
6 

1 

at  Carrol's  Ferry, 

at  CoA\Tieeover's,  at  Reading, 

6 
5 

6 
2 

at  Vernon's,  Bound  Brook, 

14 

4 

at  Newark,      -             -             . 

3 

8 

at  the  Ferries, 

2 

6 

at  the  Ferry  at  New  York, 

16  10 

at  Day's,  York  Island, 
*                at  Marrineck, 

13 

5 

3 

6 

44  19 

55    5 
11 
11 

0 

1 
6 
2 

Philadelphia  currency. 
Lawful  money, 
To  expenses  at  Horseneck, 
at  Norwalk, 

£56    4 

6- 

at  Fairfield, 

- 

- 

10 

5 

at  Ferry  at  Stratford, 
at  New  Haven, 

- 

1 
14 

4 
9 

at  Meriden, 

- 

0    3 

5 

at  Hartford, 

- 

- 

1  17 

at  Coventry,  Connecticut, 
at  Windham, 

- 

5 
10 

3 

at  Plainfield, 

- 

3 

8 

at  Coventry,  (this  Col.) 

- 

- 

9 

4 

£61    0  11 
Nov.  10.    To  my  time,  81  days,  ') 

To  2  horses  and  a  carriage,  81  days,    >  81  days  at  18s,     72  18 

For  a  servant  81  days,  3  

£133  18  11 
Received  of  the  General  Treasurer,  60 


£73  18  11 

Samuel  Ward's  Account. 

Memorandum  of  expenses  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  Colony 
at  the  Continental  Congress,  held  at  Philadelphia,  5th  September,  1774  : — 

One-half  quire  paper,  gilt,       -  r  -  -  -     £0     1     2J 

Postage  of  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in 

Maryland,  ----..  4 

Expenses  to  Newport  in  getting  my  instructions,  -  9 

Do.  on  my  journey  to  Philadelphia,    -  -  -  -417    OJ 
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Paper  and  other  small  articles  in  the  city, 

Donation  to  the  poor  man  who  lost  his  arm  at  the  State  House, 

Proportion  of  the  present  of  plate  to  the  Secretary,     - 

To  the  Door  Keepers,        -  -  .  .  . 

Advanced  to  Mr.  Downer,      -  -  -  -  - 

Horse  keeping  at  Philadelphia,      -    -         - 

Washing  and  freight  of  my  clothes,  ... 

Postage  of  letters,  ..... 

Expenses  on  the  road  home, 

"        to  Newport  to  report  to  the  Governor,   - 

£31  17    1 
Barber's  bill,  -  -  -  -  -  -  16 

My  own  and  my  servant's  time,  72  days  ;    my  horses  the  same 

time,  at  18s,         -  -  -  -  -  -64  16 

Upon  Mr.  Redwood's  kind  invitation,  we  lodged  at  his  house 

8J  weeks  ;  the  common  price  of  boarding  was  40s  per  week,   1 7 


Received  of  the  General  Treasurer, 


£1 

13 

7 

1 

4 

2  16 

12 

1 

4 

9 

15 

0^ 

1 

15 

1 

1 

7 

m 

5 

7 

4 

10  111 

£114 
-  60 

9  1 

£54 

9  1 

Errors  excepted. 


S.  WARD. 


A  payment  to  IMr.  Downer  is  charged  in  eacli  of  these 
accounts.  The  person  alluded  to  was  Silas  Downer,  at  that 
time  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  bar.  He  was  a  grad- 
uate of  Harvard  University,  in  the  class  of  1747.  Unlike 
most  of  his  professional  brethren  of  his  and  later  times, 
Mr.  Downer  was  a  beautiful  penman.  He  wrote  a  round 
and  almost  upright  hand,  which  was  very  legible.  Governor 
Hopkins  in  middle  life,  wrote  a  very  fair  and  legible  hand. 
A  nervous  aiFection  of  the  right  hand,  had  for  some  years 
rendered  that  hand  very  tremulous,  so  that  he  wrote  with 
difficulty.  Mr.  Downer  accompanied  him  to  Philadelphia 
as  his  private  secretary,  for  which  station  he  was  admirably 
fitted,  for  he  held  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,  guided  by  a 
willing  hand  and  heart,  in  the  defence  of  liberty  and  colonial 
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rights.  It  is  probable  Governor  Ward  availed  himself  of 
Mr.  Downer's  services  as  a  scrivener. 

It  should  be  remembered,  that  the  town  of  Providence, 
on  the  17th  day  of  May,  instructed  its  representatives  in  the 
General  Assembly  to  use  their  exertions  to  have  a  General 
Congress  called ;  that  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony 
recommended  the  holding  of  such  a  Congress  forthwith,  as 
the  means  of  establishing  that  "firm  and  inviolate  union  of 
all  the  colonies  in  councils  and  measures  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  their  rights  and  liberties  ; "  and  that 
on  the  15th  day  of  June  they  elected  delegates  to  attend  such 
a  Congress,  if  called  by  the  colonies,  and  instructed  them, 
among  other  things,  to  advocate  the  holding  of  a  regular 
annual  Congress  of  all  the  colonies.  The  act  of  the  town 
of  Providence  was  among  the  earliest,  if  not  in  fact  the 
earliest,  movement  of  any  municipal  corporation  in  favor  of 
a  Congress  at  this  juncture  of  affairs.  The  appointment  of 
delegates  by  the  General  Assembly  preceded  the  appointment 
of  all  the  other  delegates  to  the  first  Congress.  Besides  this, 
it  was  almost  the  only  appointment  made,  by  the  constituted 
authorities  of  a  colony  or  province.  These  proceedings  also 
contain  the  earliest  proposal  for  an  annual  Congress  by  any 
colony  or  municipal  corporation. 

Among  the  acts  of  the  Congress  of  1774,  was  a  resolution 
recommending  the  holding  of  another  Congress  on  the  lOth 
of  May,  1775,  unless  the  grievances  complained  of  should 
be  redressed  before  that  day.  That  recommendation  came 
before  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  at  their  special 
session,  in  December,  1774,  and  meeting  with  their  cordial 
approbation.  Governors  Hopkins  and  Ward  were  appointed 
delegates  from  this  Colony  to  attend  it.  A  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Henry  Marchant,  Joseph  Brown  and  William 
Ellery,  was  appointed  to  prepare  instructions.  They  subse- 
quently reported  the  following,  which  were  adopted.  The 
report  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Marchant :  — 
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AViiEREAS,  The  American  Continental  Congress  held  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  day  of  September  last,  recommended  to  the  several 
colonies  to  choose  deputies  to  attend  a  General  Congress  to  be  holden  on 
the  10th  day  of  May  next,  in  said  city  of  Philadelphia,  unless  the  redress  of 
American  grievances  be  obtained  before  that  time  :  And  whereas,  this 
Assembly  having  the  gi'eatest  regard  to  the  recommendation  aforesaid,  and 
being  determined  to  co-operate  with  the  other  colonies  in  every  proper  meas- 
ure for  obtaining  a  redress  of  the  grievances,  and  establishing  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  all  the  colonies  upon  an  equitable  and  permanent  foundation, 
have  unanimously  chosen  and  appointed  the  Honorable  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Esq.,  and  the  Honorable  Samuel  Ward,  Esq.,  delegates  to  represent  this 
Colony,  it  is  therefore  unanimously  voted  and  resolved  — 

1st.  That  the  said  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Ward,  Esqs.,  be, 
and  they  are,  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  represent  this 
Colony  in  a  General  Congress  of  delegates  or  representatives  of  the  several 
colonies,  to  be  holden  at  the  time  and  place  above  mentioned,  or  at  such 
other  time  and  place  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  major  part  of  the 
committees  from  the  several  colonies. 

2d.  That  they  be,  and  hereby  are,  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to 
consult  and  advise  with  the  representatives  of  the  other  colonies,  and  in 
connection  with  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  enter  into  and 
adopt  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  all  reasonable,  lawful  and  proper  measures 
for  the  support,  defence,  protection  and  security  of  the  rights,  liberties  and 
privileges,  both  civil  and  religious,  of  all  the  said  colonies,  or  any  of  them. 

3d.  That  they  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and  empowered  to  adjourn 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  any  time  within  the  space  of  one  year,  to  be 
computed  from  the  said  lOtli  day  of  May  next,  and  at  any  place  which 
they  shall  think  proper. 

4th.  That  they  be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  to  procure  a  regular  annual 
convention  of  delegates  or  representatives  from  all  the  colonies,  to  be 
holden  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  by  the  delegates  agreed  upon, 
for  the  promotion  and  establishment  of  the  peace,  welfare  and  security  of 
the  said  colonies. 

Before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  on  the  10th  of  May, 
1775,  the  battles  of  Lexington  and  Concord  had  been  fought. 
At  the  time  of  its  meeting,  Boston  was  occupied  by  British 
troops,  and  beleagured  by  the  colonial  forces,  hastily  called 
together  from  all  parts  of  New  England.  Leading  men  in 
the  colonies  had  long  before  this  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
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the  disputes  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother  country 
would  lead  to  a  resort  to  arms.  The  outbreak  came  sooner, 
however,  than  had  been  generally  anticipated. 

The  powers  of  the  delegates  in  the  Congress  of  1775,  dif- 
fered but  little  from  those  of  the  previous  Congress.  They 
looked  to  a  peaceable  settlement  of  all  difficulties.  The 
delegates  had  been  elected  before  tidings  of  the  Lexington 
fight  had  reached  their  constituents.  Like  their  predeces- 
sors, they  were  chosen  by  conventions,  by  provisional  con- 
gresses, by  houses  of  representatives  or  burgesses  ;  in  some 
instances  representing  entire  colonies,  and  in  others,  only 
parts  of  colonies.  They  were,  in  fact,  representatives  of  the 
people  of  all  the  colonies,  and  w^ere  recognized  as  such. 

The  delegates  from  this  Colony  were  appointed  by  the 
General  Assembly,  and  with  all  the  forms  of  law.  Their 
powers  were  as  large  as  those  conferred  on  the  delegates 
from  any  other  colony.  Two  points  in  their  instructions  are 
worthy  of  note.  Their  time  of  service  is  limited  to  one  year 
from  the  time  appointed  for  the  assembling  of  Congress. 
No  officer  in  the  Colony  w^as  elected  for  a  longer  period  than 
one  year.  They  were  specially  instructed  to  urge  the  hold- 
ing of  an  annual  Congress  of  all  the  colonies,  for  mutual  aid 
and  assistance.     Their  commission  w^as  as  follows  :  — 

By  the  Hon'Orable  the  General  Assembly  of  the  English  Colony  of 

Rhode  Island  and  Pi'ovidence  Plantations,  in  New  England,  in 

[l.  S.J    America,    to   the  Honorable   Stephen   Hopkins,   Esq.,   and  the 

Honorable  Samuel  Ward,  Esq.,  Greeting  : 

Whereas,  The  General  Asssembly  of  the  Colony  aforesaid  have  nomi- 
nated and  appointed  you,  the  said  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Ward,  to 
represent  the  people  of  this  Colony  in  a  General  Congress  of  representa- 
tives from  this  and  the  other  colonies,  to  be  holden  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia ;  and  there,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  to  meet  and  join  with  the  com- 
missioners or  delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  in  consulting  upon  proper 
measures  to  obtain  the  repeal  of  the  several  acts  of  the  British  Parliament, 
for  levying  taxes  upon  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  America  Avithout  their 
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consent ;  and  upon  proper  measures  to  establish  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  colonies  upon  a  just  and  solid  foundation,  agreeably  to  the  instructions 
given  you  by  the  General  Assembly. 

By  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  I,  Henry  Ward,  Esq., 
Secretary  of  said  Colony,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal 
of  said  Colony,  this  7th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1775.  and  in  the  fifteenth  year 
of  the  reign  of  His  most  sacred  Majesty  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of 
God  King  of  Great  Britain,  etc. 

HENRY  WARD. 

This  commission  was  not  signed  by  the  Governor  of  the 
Colony,  as  was  their  commission  to  attend  the  preceding 
Congress,  but  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  authority  of 
the  General  Assembly.  This  resulted  from  the  following 
cu'cumstances :  — 

Joseph  Wanton  was  Governor  of  the  Colony  in  the  year 
1774,  the  term  of  his  office  expiring  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  May,  1775.  Town  meetings  for  the  election  of  governor, 
deputy  governor,  and  other  general  officers,  by  a  law  of  the 
Colony,  were  held  on  the  third  AVednesday  of  April  in  each 
year.  The  votes  given  in  at  these  town  meetings  were 
returned  to  the  General  Assembly  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  May,  then  to  be  counted,  and  the  candidates  having  a 
majority  of  votes  were  then  to  be  sworn  into  office. 

At  the  town  meetings  in  April,  1775,  Governor  Wanton 
received  most  of  the  votes  for  governor,  there  being  no  oppo- 
sition to  his  re-election.  The  meetings  took  place  on  the 
19th  of  the  month,  the  same  day  that  the  fight  at  Lexington 
occurred.  A  special  session  of  the  General  Assembly  con- 
vened at  Providence  on  the  22nd  of  April.  At  this  session, 
the  11th  day  of  May  was  set  apart  "as  a  day  of  fasting, 
prayer  and  humiliation,"  and  the  Governor  was  requested  to 
issue  a  proclamation  for  the  same.  The  Assembly  also  passed 
an  act  for  raising  an  "army  of  observation"  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred men,  "for  the  preservation  of  the  liberties  of  America." 
Governor  Wanton,  Deputy   Governor  Sessions  and  two  of 
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the  Assistants,  entered  their  protest  against  this  act,  as  a 
measure  that  "•will  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  conse- 
quences to  our  charter  privileges  ;  involve  the  country  in  all 
the  horrors  of  a  civil  w^ar ;  and,  as  w^e  conceive,  is  an  open 
violation  of  the  oath  of  allegiance  which  we  have  severally 
taken  upon  our  admission  into  the  respective  offices  we  now 
hold  in  the  Colony." 

At  the  same  special  session,  the  General  Assembly  passed 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution :  — 

Inasmuch  as  there  is  the  most  apparent  urgent  occasion  that  the  General 
Assembly  should  be  holden  in  some  place  other  than  the  town  of  Newport, 
at  the  approaching  annual  election  for  the  year  1775, 

It  is  therefore  Voted  and  Eesolyed,  That  the  General  Assembly, 
for  the  election  of  general  officers  and  for  the  transacting  such  business  as 
may  be  laid  before  them,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May  next,  be  held  at 
the  Colony  House  in  Providence,  and  that  the  Secretary  publish  a  copy  of 
this  vote  in  the  next  Neivport  3Iercury  and  Providence  Gazette. 

The  charter  of  the  Colony  required  the  May  session  of  the 
Assembly  to  be  holden  in  Newport  "or  elsewhere  if  urgent 
occasion  do  require,"  and  at  Newport  this  session  had  been 
invariably  holden  up  to  this  time.  It  would  be  gratifying  to 
know  what  was  the  "urgent  occasion"  which  now  required 
the  change.  Was  it  the  presence  of  the  British  ships  of 
war  in  Newport  harbor  ? 

The  May  session  commenced  on  the  first  Wednesday, 
being  the  3d  day  of  the  month,  at  Providence.  On  counting 
the  votes  cast  for  governor,  it  appeared  that  a  large  majority 
had  been  cast  for  Governor  Wanton.  He  did  not  attend 
that  session,  but  from  his  residence  in  Newport,  sent  the 
following  letter :  — 

To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  English  Colony  of  Rhode  Island, 
etc.,  to  be  holden  at  Providence,  in  and  for  said  Colony,  on  the  third 
day  of  May,  1775  : 
Gentlemen:  —  As  indisposition  prevents  my  meeting  you  in  General 

Assembly,  that  candor  v/hich  I  have  so  often  experienced  from  the  repre- 
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sentatives  of  the  freemen  of  this  Colony,  encourages  me  to  hope  you  -will 
excuse  my  personal  attendance  at  this  session. 

Since  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly  at  Providence,  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  receiving  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of 
His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  dated  at  Whitehall,"  the  third 
of  March,  1775,  enclosing  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
respecting  the  provision  Avhich  they  expect  each  colony  or  province  in 
America  to  make  for  the  common  defence  ;  and  also,  for  the  support  of 
the  civil  government  and  the  administration  of  justice  in  such  colony,  both 
of  which  I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before  you  ;  and  also  a  letter  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  which  are  all  the  public  letters  I 
have  received  during  the  recess. 

As  the  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  is  now  brought 
to  a  most  alarming,  dangerous  crisis,  and  this  once  happy  country  threat- 
ened with  all  the  horrors  and  calamities  of  a  civil  war,  I  consider  myself 
bound  by  every  tie  of  duty  and  affection,  as  well  as  from  an  ardent  desire 
to  see  a  union  between  Britain  and  her  colonies  established  upon  an  equit- 
able, permanent  basis,  to  entreat  you  to  enter  into  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  also  his  Lordship's  letter  which 
accompanies  that  resolution,  with  that  temper,  calmness  and  deliberation 
which  the  importance  of  them  demand,  and  with  that  inclination  to  a 
reconciliation  with  the  parent  State,  which  will  recommend  your  proceed- 
ings to  His  Majesty  and  both  houses  of  Parliament.  The  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  this  Colony  is  founded  in  its  connection  with  Great  Britain. 
For,  if  once  we  are  separated  where  shall  we  find  another  Britain  to  supply 
our  loss.  Torn  from  the  body  to  which  we  are  united  by  religion,  liberty, 
laws  and  commerce,  we  must  bleed  at  every  vein.  Your  charter  privileges 
are  of  too  much  importance  to  be  forfeited.  You  will,  therefore,  duly  con- 
sider the  interesting  matters  now  before  you  with  the  most  attentive  caution, 
and  let  me  entreat  you  not  to  suffer  your  proceedings  for  accommodating 
these  disputes  which  have  already  too  long  subsisted  between  both  coun- 
tries, to  have  the  least  appearance  of  anger  or  resentment,  but  that  a  kind, 
respectful  behavior  towards  His  Majesty  and  both  houses  of  Parliament 
accompany  all  your  deliberations. 

I  shall  always  be  ready  to  join  with  you  in  every  measure  which  will 
secure  the  full  possession  of  our  invaluable  charter  privileges  to  the  latest 
posterity,  and  preserve  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  from  that  ruin  and 
destruction  which,  in  my  opinion,  some  of  the  orders  of  the  last  Assembly 
must  inevitably  involve  them  in,  if  they  are  not  speedily  repealed ;  for, 
besides  the  fatal  consequences  of  levying  war  against  the  King,  the  immense 
load  of  debt  that  will  be  incurred,  if  the  late  resolutions  for  raising  an 
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army  of  observation  of  fifteen  hundred  men  within  this  Colony  be  carried 
into  execution,  will  be  insupportable,  and  must  unavoidably  bring  on  uni- 
versal bankruptcy  throughout  the  Colony.  If  I  have  the  honor  of  being 
reelected,  I  shall,  as  I  ever  have  done,  cheerfully  unite  with  you  in  every 
proceeding  which  may  be  consistent  with  that  duty  and  allegiance  which  I 
owe  the  King  and  the  British  constitution,  for  increasing  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  this  government. 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

J.  WANTON. 

This  letter  did  not  produce  the  effect  desired  by  Governor 
Wanton.  The  Assembly  were  far  in  advance  of  the  Gov- 
ernor in  their  views  of  colonial  rights  and  duties.  It  was 
followed  by  the  following  letters,  between  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  Governor  Wanton :  — 

Pkovidence,  May  3,  1775. 
Sir  :  —  I  am  requested  by  the  General  Assembly  to  inform  your  Honor, 
that  you  are  by  the  general  election  held  here  this  day,  chosen  Governor  of 
the  Colony,  and  to  desire  you  would  return  them  an  immediate  answer, 
whether  you  will  accept  the  office  of  Governor  of  the  Colony  or  not,  and 
if  you  accept,  you  would  be  pleased  to  attend  the  Assembly  as  soon  as 
possible.  This  you  will  receive  by  Mr.  Tew,  Avho  is  dispatched  express 
for  your  Honor's  answer. 

I  am,  with  due  regard,  your  Honor's,  etc., ' 

METCALFE   BOWLER,  Speaker. 
To  the  Hon.  Joseph  Wanton,  Esq. 

This  elicited  the  following  reply :  — 

Newport,  4th  May,  1775. 
Sir: — I  received  your  favor  by  Mr.  Tew,  and  in  answer  thereto  say, 
that  the  honor  done  me  by  the  freemen  of  the  Colony  in  reelecting  me  their 
Chief  Magistrate,  I  shall  accept  of,  as  I  wrote  the  Assembly  on  the  2d 
instant,  but  cannot  possibly  attend  this  session  on  account  of  my  indisposi- 
tion, unless  better  than  at  present. 

I  am,  with  regards  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 

Their  and  your  friend  and  humble  servant,' 

J.  WANTON. 
To  the  Hon.  Metcalfe  Bowler,  Esq. 
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Not  satisfied  with  this  reply,  the  following  letter  was  for- 
warded the  next  day  :  — 

Providence,  May  the  .^th,  1775. 
Sir:  —  lam  requested  by  the  General  Assembly  to  transmit  to  your 
Honor  the  form  of  a  blank  commission  proposed  to  be  given  the  commis- 
sioned officers  of  the  troops  that  are  already  voted  to  be  raised  by  this 
Colony  as  an  army  of  observation,  and  request  your  Honor's  immediate 
answer,  whether  your  Honor  will  sign,  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Colony,  such  commissions  when  they  are  presented  to  your  Honor  for  that 
purpose. 

This  is  sent  express  by  Mr.  Tew,  who  is  ordered  to  return  immediately 
with  your  Honor's  answer,  as  the  Assembly  does  not  propose  to  rise  before 
the  return  of  this  express. 

I  am,  with  regard,  your  Honor's  most  obedient  servant, 

METCALFE   BOWLER. 
To  the  Hon.  Joseph  Wanton,  Esq. 

The  reply  was  clear  and  intelligible,  if  not  satisfactory, 
and  was  as  follows  :  — 

Newport,  5th  May,  1775. 
Sir  :  —  In  answer  to  your  favor  of  this  date,  requesting  to  know  whether 
I  would  sign,  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  Colony,  the  commission  of 
the  officers  of  the  army  about  to  be  raised,  say,  that  I  cannot  comply  with 
it,  having  heretofore  protested  against  the  vote  for  raising  men,  as  a  meas- 
ure inconsistent  with  my  duty  to  the  King  and  repugnant  to  the  true  and 
real  interests  of  his  government. 

I  am,  with  regards  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 

Their  and  your  friend  and  servant, 

J.  WANTON. 

The  state  of  facts  disclosed  by  this  correspondence  evi- 
dently required  prompt  and  energetic  legislation  from  the 
Assembly.  The  Governor,  for  the  time  being,  had  by  law 
the  right  and  duty  of  signing  all  commissions  for  officers, 
civil  and  military,  appointed  by  the  Legislature.  Before 
authorized  to  do  any  act,  the  Governor  himself  was  required 
to  take  his  oath  of  office  before  the  Deputy  Governor  or 
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two  or  more  of  the  Assistants.  Generally,  it  was  adminis- 
tered in  presence  of  the  Assembly.  By  taking  the  oath  of 
office  after  the  rising  of  the  Assembly,  and  refusing  to  sign 
the  commissions  of  the  army  of  observation  that  the  Assem- 
bly had  resolved  to  raise,  he  would  nullify  their  proceed- 
ings. To  prevent  this,  the  Assembly  passed  the  following 
resolution :  — 

Whereas,  The  Ministry  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  sacrificing 
the  glory  and  happiness  of  their  sovereign  and  the  good  of  Britain  and  her 
colonies  to  their  own  ambitious  views,  have  entered  into  many  arbitrary, 
illegal  resolutions  for  depriving  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  America  of  every 
security  for  the  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty  and  property,  and  sent  and  are 
still  sending  troops  and  ships  of  war  into  these  colonies,  to  enforce  their 
tyrannical  mandates,  and  have  actually  begun  to  shed  the  blood  of  the 
innocent  people  of  these  colonies,  in  consequence  whereof  this  Assembly, 
at  the  session  held  on  the  22d  day  of  April  last,  passed  an  act  for  raising 
fifteen  hundred  men,  as  an  army  of  observation  and  to  assist  any  of  our 
sister  colonies  ; 

And  Whereas,  The  Hon.  Joseph  Wanton,  Esq.,  then  Governor  of  this 
Colony,  did  enter  his  protest  against  the  said  act,  conceived  in  such  terms  as 
highly  to  reflect  upon  the  General  Assembly,  and  upon  the  imited  opposition 
of  all  America  to  the  aforesaid  tyrannical  measures  ; 

And  Whereas,  The  said  Joseph  Wanton,  Esq.,  hath  neglected  to  issue 
a  proclamation  for  the  due  observance  of  Thursday,  the  11th  of  May, 
instant,  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  agreeably  to  an  act  passed  at  said 
session  ; 

And  Whereas,  The  said  Joseph  Wanton,  Esq.,  hath  been  elected  to  the 
office  of  Governor  of  this  Colony  for  the  present  year  and  been  duly  noti- 
fied thereof  by  this  Assembly  ;  notwithstanding  which  he  hath  not  attended 
at  this  General  Assembly  and  taken  the  oath  required  by  law  ; 

And  Whereas,  the  said  Joseph  Wanton,  Esq.,  hath  positively  refused 
to  sign  the  commissions  for  the  officers  appointed  to  command  the  troops 
so  ordered  to  be  raised  ;  by  all  which  he  hath  manifested  his  intentions  to 
defeat  the  good  people  of  these  colonies,  in  their  present  glorious  struggle 
to  transmit  inviolate  to  posterity  those  sacred  rights  they  have  received 
from  their  ancestors. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the 
authority  thereof  it  is  enacted,  that  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Assistants 
be,  and  they  are,  hereby  forbidden  to  administer  the  oath  of  office  to  the 
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said  Joseph  Wanton,  Esq.,  unless  in  free  and  open  General  Assembly, 
according  to  the  unvaried  practice  in  this  Colony,  and  with  the  consent  of 
such  Assembly  ;  that  until  the  said  Joseph  Wanton,  Esq.,  shall  have  taken 
the'oath  of  office  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  him  to  act  as  Gov- 
ernor of  this  Colony  in  any  case  whatever  ;  and  that  every  act  done  by  him 
in  the  pretended  capacity  of  Governor  shall  be  null  and  void  in  itself,  and 
shall  not  operate  as  a  warrant  or  discharge  to  any  person  acting  by  his 
orders  or  under  his  authority. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  Henry 
Ward,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Colony,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  and 
fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  sign  the  commissions  for  all  officers, 
civil  and  military,  chosen  by  this  Assembly,  as  well  those  going  in  the 
service  aforesaid  as  others ;  he  receiving  therefor  out  of  the  general  treas- 
ury two  shillings  and  eight  pence  for  each  commission,  and  that  such  com- 
mission so  signed,  with  the  Colony  seal  affixed,  shall  be  as  full  and  effectual 
a  warrant  and  warrants  to  every  and  all  such  officer  and  officers  so  chosen, 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  and  their  duty,  as  if  the  same  were  signed 
by  a  governor  of  this  Colony  duly  elected  and  engaged  according  to  law ; 
any  law,  custom  or  usage  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  wise  notwith- 
standing. 

The  General  Assembly  held  an  adjourned  session  at  East 
Greenwich  on  the  second  Monday  in  June,  1775.  Gov- 
ernor Wanton  addressed  to  it  the  following  letter :  — 

East  Greenwich,  June  13,  1775. 

Gentlemen  : — The  charter  of  the  Colony,  granted  by  His  Majesty  King 
Charles  the  Second,  expressly  ordains  "that  all  and  every  Governor 
elected  and  chosen  by  virtue  of  that  charter,  shall  give  his  engagement 
before  two  or  more  of  the  Assistants  of  the  Colony  for  the  time  being ;" 
notwithstanding  which,  I  observe  by  an  act  of  yours  passed  at  the  session 
in  Providence,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  and  published  in  the  New- 
port  Ilercury,  you  have  thought  fit  to  forbid  the  Deputy  Governor  or 
Assistants,  to  administer  the  oath  of  office  to  me,  until  I  appear  in  open 
Assembly,  and  even  then,  not  without  your  consent. 

As  I  had  the  honor  of  being  chosen  Governor  of  this  Colony  at  the  elec- 
tion held  at  Providence  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  but  through  indis- 
position could  not  attend  at  that  session,  I  now  appear  in  order  to  take  the 
oath  prescribed  by  law,  and  request  that  you  would  give  the  necessary 
directions  for  the  due  administering:  of  the  same. 
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As  you  have  been  pleased  to  arraign  my  administration  by  charging  me 
with  an  intention  to  defeat  these  colonies  in  their  struggle  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  rights,  I  shall  here  take  the  freedom  to  answer  the  several 
allegations  you  have  exhibited  against  me,  with  as  much  conciseness  as 
possible. 

I  have  ever  considered  it  as  the  distinguishing  privilege  of  an  Englishman, 
to  give  his  opinion  upon  any  public  transaction,  Avherein  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  the  community  to  which  he  belonged,  was  immediately  con- 
cerned, without  incurring  public  censure  therefor.  Upon  this  principle,  I 
presumed  to  exercise  the  right  of  private  judgment,  when  I  protested 
against  the  act  for  raising  troops  within  this  Colony  ;  for,  I  conscientiously 
believed  it  was  a  measure  replete  with  the  most  injurious  consequences  to 
the  good  people  of  this  government,  and  therefore,  from  an  anxious  con- 
cern for  their  happiness,  bore  my  public  testimony  against  it.  I  cannot 
conceive,  in  so  doing,  I  have  been  guilty  of  any  misdemeanor  and  conse- 
quently not  reprehensible  for  that  which  ought  only  to  be  considered,  by 
those  of  a  different  sentiment,  as  an  error  in  judgment. 

As  to  the  second  allegation,  for  not  issuing  a  proclamation  for  the  due 
observance  of  the  11th  of  May  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  throughout 
the  Colony,  I  shall  only  observe,  that  the  proclamation  was  begun  and 
would  have  been  published  and  sent  into  the  Colony  on  Monday,  the  8th 
of  May,  had  you  not  by  your  own  vote  on  the  7th,  divested  me  of  that 
power  which  might  have  been  thought  necessary  for  enjoining  a  due  observ- 
ance thei'eof.  I  had  no  design  to  counteract  your  intention  in  that  matter, 
for  in  a  time  of  such  universal  distress,  it  is  my  opinion,  we  cannot  act  a 
more  proper  and  natural  part,  than  confessing  our  manifold  sins  before 
Almighty  God  and  deprecating  his  judgments. 

The  third  objection  you  have  thought  proper  to  adduce  against  me,  of 
non-attendance  at  the  session  in  Providence,  is  without  the  least  colorable 
pretext,  after  having  twice  informed  you,  that  indisposition  prevented  my 
attending.  I  again  confirm  it,  and  am  extremely  sorry  to  find,  by  any  of 
your  proceedings,  it  should  be  doubted. 

To  the  fourth  allegation  you  have  been  pleased  to  exhibit  against  me  of 
not  signing  the  commissions  for  the  officers  appointed  to  command  the 
troops  to  be  raised  by  this  Colony,  the  following  observations,  I  imagine, 
if  considered  with  candor,  will  be  a  sufficient  justification  of  my  conduct  in 
that  affair.  The  vote  for  raising  men,  upon  very  mature  deliberation,  I 
had  considered  as  a  measure  pregnant  Avith  the  most  fatal  consequences  to 
the  good  people  of  this  Colony.  Upon  that  pririciple  I  protested  against 
the  vote.     It  would,  therefore,  have  been  highly  improper  in  me  to  have 
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given  commissions  for  the  execution  of  a  measure  which,  in  my  opinion, 
was  subversive  of  the  true  interests  of  this  government. 

Upon  the  strictest  examination  into  my  past  administration,  I  cannot 
impeach  myself  with  the  least  intention  of  having  designedly  executed  any 
measure  Avhich  might  prove  detrimental  to  the  rights  of  this  Colony.  I 
am  closely  united  to  the  inhabitants  by  every  endearing  tie,  and  their  hap- 
piness I  consider  as  inseparably  connected  with  mine.  I  shall,  therefore, 
whether  in  public  or  private  life,  constantly  pursue  such  a  line  of  conduct 
as  in  my  opinion  will  have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  reputation  and  felicity 
of  every  part  of  this  once  happy  Colony. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  sincere  friend  and  humble  servant, 

J.  WANTON. 
To  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  and  now  sitting 
at  East  Greenwich. 

The  Assembly,  after  consideration  of  the  foregoing  letter, 
"  voted  and  resolved  that  the  said  Joseph  Wanton  hath  not 
given  satisfaction  to  this  Assembly  ; "  and  that  the  act  passed 
at  the  last  session  in  relation  to  him  "  continue  and  be  in 
force  until  the  rising  of  the  General  Assembly  at  the  next 
session  ; "  and  ordered  their  resolution  published  in  the  New- 
port Mercury  and  Providence  Gazette. 

At  a  further  adjourned  session,  held  on  the  28th  of  June, 
1775,  another  resolution  was  adopted  continuing  in  force  the 
act  of  May,  in  relation  to  Governor  Wanton,  until  the  rising 
of  the  Assembly  at  their  next  session,  and  at  that  session 
the  resolution  was  further  continued  in  force  until  the  end 
of  the  next  session,  in  October. 

At  the  session  held  in  Providence,  on  the  31st  day  of 
October,  1775,  the  General  Assembly  passed  the  following 
act:  — 

An  Act  declaring  the  office  of  Governor  of  this  Colony  vacant. 

Whereas,  The  General  Assembly,  at  the  session  held  at  Providence  on 
the  first  AVednesday  of  May  last,  made  and  passed  an  act,  for  divers 
weighty  reasons  therein  mentioned,  to  prevent  the  Hon.  Joseph  Wanton, 
Esq.,  who  was  chosen  Governor  of  this  Colony  at  the  general  election  held 
on  the  said  first  Wednesday  in  May,  from  acting  in  said  oflfice,  which  act 
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hath  been  continned  from  session  to  session  until  now,  without  proceeding 
to  declare  the  said  office  vacant  from  a  tender  regard  to  the  said  Joseph 
Wanton,  and  in  order  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  making  due  satisfac- 
tion for  his  former  conduct,  and  of  convincing  this  General  Assembly  of 
his  friendly  disposition  to  the  United  Colonies  in  general,  and  to  this  Colony 
in  particular. 

And  Whereas,  The  said  Joseph  Wanton,  by  the  whole  course  of  his 
behavior  since  the  passing  of  the  said  act,  hath  continued  to  demonstrate 
that  he  is  inimical  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America,  and  is  thereby 
rendered  totally  unfit  to  sustain  the  said  office. 

And  Whereas,  The  calamities  of  the  present  times  make  it  necessary 
for  this  General  Assembly  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  given 
them  by  charter,  and  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  constitution, 

This  General  Assembly  do,  therefore,  resolve  and  declare,  and  by  the 
authority  thereof  it  is  resolved  and  declared,  that  the  said  Joseph  Wanton 
hath  justly  forfeited  the  office  of  Governor  of  this  Colony,  and  that  thereby 
the  said  office  is  become  vacant. 

After  passing  this  resolution,  the  General  Assembly,  in 
Grand  Committee,  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  office 
of  Governor  by  electing  Nicholas  Cooke,  of  Providence,  who 
had  been  elected  Deputy  Governor  in  May.  William  Brad- 
ford, of  Bristol,  was  elected  at  the  same  time  Deputy  Gov- 
ernor. Governor  Cooke  remained  in  office  until  May,  1778, 
when  he  declined  a  re-election. 

The  proceedings  against  Governor  Wanton  were  without 
precedent  in  this  Colony.  There  was  nothing  in  the  charter 
of  the  Colony  which  authorized  them,  nor  in  any  law  pre- 
\T.ously  enacted.  The  charter  and  the  laws  pre-supposed 
that  a  governor  of  the  Colony  elected  by  the  freemen  would 
have  the  same  political  sentiments  and  feelings  as  the  free- 
men themselves.  They  made  no  provision  for  such  an  emer- 
gency as  did  occiu'  in  1775.  The  claim  set  up  by  Governor 
Wanton  amounted  in  fact  to  that  of  a  veto  power  over  the 
acts  of  the  Legislature.  He  had  no  such  power.  The 
charter  made  the  Governor  a  member  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, the  presiding  officer  in  the  upper  house,  or  House  of 
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Assistants,  and  in  the  Grand  Committee.  Here  he  had  his 
vote,  and  nothing  more.  Like  the  rest  of  the  members,  he 
had  a  right  to  enter  his  protest  against  any  vote  passed  by  a 
majority  of  that  house.  But  this  did  not  affect  the  legality 
of  the  proceedings  of  such  house.  In  virtue  of  his  office, 
he  was  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Colony.  His  duty 
in  this  respect  was  to  carry  into  effect  the  will  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  as  expressed  by  a  majority  of  the  members 
of  each  house  of  Assembly,  whether  it  accorded  with  his 
private  views  and  opinions  or  the  contrary.  If  there  was 
matter  of  conscience  about  discharging  this  duty,  his  course 
was  to  resign,  which  would  save  his  conscience  and  the 
rights  of  the  people.  If  he  would  not  do  this,  but  would 
persist  in  setting  up  his  conscience  as  a  ground  for  neglect- 
ing a  duty  required  by  the  Assembly,  there  remained  no 
alternative  for  the  representatives  of  a  free  people,  deter- 
mined to  remain  free,  than  to  relieve  him  from  the  office  he 
refused  to  fulfil.  Though  a  new  and  unprecedented  act,  it 
was  one  warranted  by  "the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
constitution"  of  this  and  every  other  free  government. 

Governor  AVanton  subsequently  joined  the  British.  He 
was  undoubtedly  at  all  times  opposed  to  an  armed  resistance 
to  any  of  the  demands  of  Great  Britain  on  her  American 
colonies.  The  suspicion  that  he  held  this  opinion  was  so 
strongly  fixed  in  the  minds  of  the  Assembly,  that  no  form  of 
denial  on  his  part  would  have  effaced  it.  They  evidently 
believed  that  "the  indisposition"  which  kept  him  from  the 
session  of  the  Assembly  in  May,  was  an  indisposition  of  the 
mind  rather  than  of  the  body. 

The  proceedings  relative  to  Governor  Wanton,  caused  no 
interruption  to  the  other  proceedings  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly. Deputy  Governor  Cooke  presided  in  the  Senate,  as  he 
would  have  done  in  any  case  of  the  occasional  absence  of 
the  Governor. 
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Congress  met  on  the  10th  of  May,  1775,  at  the  State 
House,  in  Philadelphia,  and  elected  Mr.  Peyton  Randolph, 
of  Virginia,  their  President,  and  Mr.  Charles  Thompson, 
Secretary.  Mr.  Randolph  being  obliged  to  return  to  his 
home,  Mr.  John  Hancock,  one  of  the  delegates  from  Massa- 
chusetts, was,  on  the  19th  of  May,  elected  President.  Mr. 
Randolph  did  not  afterwards  take  his  seat  in  Congress.  He 
died  in  October  following.  Mr.  Hancock  held  the  office  of 
President  in  this  Congress  and  subsequent  ones,  until  Oct. 
29,  1777,  when  he  resigned.  This  Congress,  like  the  pre- 
ceding one,  sat  with  closed  doors,  and  each  colony  had  but 
one  vote  on  any  question,  however  numerous  its  delegates. 

Gov.  Ward  took  his  seat  on  the  15th,  and  Gov.  Hopkins 
on  the  18th  of  May.  Congress  remained  in  session  until 
the  1st  day  of  August,  then  adjourned  to  the  5th  day  of 
September. 

Upon  this  Congress  devolved  the  carrying  on  of  the  war 
that  had  been  commenced  in  Massachusetts.  For  that  pur- 
pose an  army  w^as  to  be  raised  and  equipped,  armed  vessels 
were  to  be  employed  to  intercept  supplies  intended  for  the 
British  army,  and  to  prey  on  British  commerce.  These 
were  to  be  supported  and  supplied  with  the  munitions  of 
war,  and  their  movements  prescribed  and  regulated.  For- 
eign aid  was  to  be  sought,  the  Indian  tribes  in  and  around 
the  colonies  were  to  be  propitiated,  post  office  facilities  were 
to  be  established,  and  necessary  funds  for  all  these  purposes 
raised  or  created.  There  rested  on  this  Congress  the  gen- 
eral supervision  of  all  these  and  all  other  departments  of 
government,  and  also  all  the  necessary  details,  with  little  of 
precedent  or  experience  to  guide  them.  And  then,  what 
were  their  powers  1  Little  if  anything  more  than  advisory, 
to  threaten  distinct  colonies  and  provinces,  scattered  over  a 
vast  territory,  and  generally  with  no  established  governments. 
Some  of  them  were  ripe  for  independence,  some  were  luke- 
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warm  in  their  opposition  to  the  demands  of  the  British  ministry, 
while  portions  of  others  were  threatening  to  join  the  invaders. 
The  members  of  this  Congress,  though  oppressed  with 
physical  as  well  as  mental  labor,  encompassed  with  difficul- 
ties and  embarrassed  with  jealousies,  were  not  disheartened. 
They  were  not  strict  constructionists  of  their  own  powers. 
Such  as  the  exigencies  of  the  times  required,  they  used,  and 
gave  themselves  to  the  work  which  they  pursued  with  untir- 
ing industry.  It  needs  but  a  slight  reference  to  the  record 
of  this  Congress  to  establish  the  characters  of  its  members 
for  industry,  and  patriotism,  and  statesmanship.  Notwith- 
standing the  ill  success  that  attended  petitions  and  addresses 
of  the  previous  Congress,  and  the  outbreak  of  actual  hostili- 
ties which  preceded  the  meeting  of  this,  the  first  business 
that  engaged  its  attention  was  the  preparation  of  other  peti- 
tions and  addresses.  On  the  third  of  June,  after  long  con- 
sideration in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  America, 
Congress  appointed  several  special  committees ;  one,  to 
draft  a  petition  to  the  King ;  one,  to  prepare  an  address  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  ;  one,  to  prepare  an  address 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  one  to  draft  a  letter  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Jamaica.  Sometime  before  this. 
Congress  had  prepared  and  sent  a  letter  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Canada.  Each  of  these,  contains  expressions  of  loyalty 
to  the  King,  and  the  desire  to  preserve  unbroken  the  con- 
nexion between  the  colonies  and  Great  Britain,  disclaiming 
all  attempts  or  wish  for  independence,  while  in  bold  and  manly 
language  each  refers  to  the  wrongs  of  the  colonies,  and  the 
resolution  to  have  them  redressed,  and  their  constitutional 
and  charter  rights  acknowledged  and  respected.  While 
measures  of  this  character  were  progressing.  Congress  was 
by  no  means  inattentive  to  warlike  means  of  defence  against 
British  troops.  On  the  l-4th  day  of  June,  commenced  the 
formation  of  the  American  Continental  Army,  by  providing 
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for  the  enlistment  of  troops,  and  the  preparation  of  rules  and 
regulations  for  their  government  while  in  service.  The  army 
regulations  were  adopted  June  30th.  The  next  day  a  com- 
mander-in-chief was  appointed,  and  within  a  few  days  after, 
four  major-generals  and  eight  brigadier-generals.  On  the 
16th  of  June,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  report  what 
steps  were  necessary  for  securing  a^^d  preserving  the  friend- 
ship of  the  Indian  nations.  That  committee  made  a  report 
the  week  following.  On  the  '22d  of  June,  Congress  resolved 
to  issue  Bills  of  Credit.  The  following  day  the  number  and 
denominations  of  the  bills  to  be  issued  were  agreed  to,  as 
well  as  their  form  and  the  amount  to  be  issued,  $2,000,000, 
which  amount  was  increased  to  $3,000,000  orl  the  23d  of 
July.  On  the  24th  of  June,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
report  what  steps  w^ere  necessary  "to  put  the  militia  of 
America  in  a  proper  state  for  the  defence  of  America." 
They  reported  on  the  18th  of  July  following,  and  their  report 
was  adopted  by  Congress.  On  the  12th  of  July,  a  commit- 
tee was  raised  to  devise  the  ways  and  means  to  protect  the 
trade  of  the  colonies.  On  the  26th  of  July,  the  first  Post- 
master General  received  his  appointment.  One  cannot  at  a 
glance  conceive  what  an  amount  of  details  followed  these 
important  measures,  but  it  was  all  accomplished  before  Con- 
gress adjourned,  on  the  first  of  August. 

The  Legislature  of  this  Colony,  at  their  special  session  on 
the  week  of  the  Lexington  fight,  came  to  the  resolution, 
"  That  a  number  of  meii  be  raised  and  embodied,  properly 
armed  and  disciplined  to  continue  in  this  Colony,  as  an 
Army  of  Observation,  to  repel  any  insult  or  violence  that 
may  be  offered  to  the  inhabitants.  And  also,  if  it  be  neces- 
sary for  the  safety  and  preservation  of  any  of  the  colonies, 
to  march  out  of  this  Colony  and  join  and  co-operate  with 
the  forces  of  the  neighboring  colonies."  And  they  further 
"  Voted  and  resolved,  that  fifteen  hundred  men  be  enlisted, 
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raised  and  embodied,  as  aforesaid,  with  all  the  expedition 
and  dispatch  that  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit  of."  At 
the  session  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  they  passed  "An 
act  for  embodying,  supplying  and  paying  the  Army  of  Obser- 
vation." By  this  act  the  army  to  be  raised  formed  one 
brigade  under  a  brigadier  general,  divided  into  three  regi- 
ments and  twenty-four  companies.  Each  soldier  was  required 
to  enlist  himself  "  as  a  soldier  in  His  Majesty's  service  and 
in  the  pay  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  liberties  of  America,"  until  the  31st  day  of  Decem- 
ber, unless  sooner  discharged.  Nathanael  Greene,  Jr.,  was 
appointed  Brigadier  General,  and  Thomas  Church,  Uaniel 
Hitchcock  and  James  M.  Varnum  Colonels  in  this  army. 
A  committee  of  safety  to  act  in  the  recess  of  the  Assembly, 
and  also  as  muster  masters  of  the  troops,  was  appointed  at 
the  same  session,  and  bills  of  credit  for  £20,000  were  ordered 
to  be  issued,  payable  within  five  years,  with  interest  at  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  the  purpose  of  supply- 
ing the  general  treasury  of  the  Colony.  They  empowered 
the  Lieutenant-General,  Brigadier-General  and  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  to  determine  when,  and  in  what  manner  the 
Army  of  Observation,  or  any  part  of  it,  should  march  out  of 
this  Colony  to  the  assistance  of  any  colony  in  distress.  The 
officer  designated  as  the  "  Lieutenant-General,"  was  proba- 
bly the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Colony,  the  office  of 
"  Governor"  and  "Captain-General"  being  vacant  under  the 
circumstances  before  detailed.  The  keeper  of  the  naval 
office  in  Newport  was  directed  to  account  to  the  General 
Assembly.  An  embargo  was  laid  on  the  export  of  all  pro- 
visions. The  iVssembly  adjourned  to  the  second  Monday  in 
June.  Rules  and  regulations  for  the  Army  of  Observation 
were  then  adopted.  The  committee  of  safety  were  instructed 
to  "  charter  two  suitable  vessels  for  the  use  of  the  Colony, 
and  fit  out  the  same  in  the  best  manner,  to  protect  the  trade 
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of  the  Colony."  The  Assembly  resolved  that  they  would 
join  the  other  colonies  in  establishing  post  offices,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  establish  such  offices  in  the  Colony,  appointing 
post-riders,  and  establishing  rates  of  postage.  A  special 
session  convened  on  the  28th  of  June.  The  Assembly 
then  voted  to  raise  six  more  companies  of  soldiers  of  sixty 
men  each,  to  be  added  to  the  regiments  of  the  Army  of 
Observation,  then  encamped  before  Boston,  which  army  they 
placed  under  the  command  of  the  Commander-in-chief  of 
the  American  army.  They  also  repealed  the  act  regulating 
appeals  to  "His  Majesty  in  Council  in  Great  Britain,"  thus 
giving  to  their  own  courts  the  ultimate  decision  of  all  causes. 
They  directed  an  account  to  be  taken  of  the  powder,  arms, 
ammunition,  saltpetre  and  sulphur  in  the  Colony.  Every 
man  was  required  to  equip  himself  with  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion. They  directed  beacons  to  be  erected,  and  one  quarter 
part  of  the  militia  of  the  Colony  to  be  enlisted  as  minute 
men.  These,  among  other  measures,  were  adopted  to  put 
the  Colony  in  a  posture  of.  defence,  and  also  to  aid  other 
colonies  by  force  of  arms.  Little  more  remained  to  be  done 
to  endow  the  Colony  with  sovereign  power.  The  General 
Assembly  had  raised  an  army,  had  employed  a  navy,  had 
assumed  control  of  commerce,  had  established  post  offices, 
and  in  fact  invested  their  courts  with  supreme  jurisdiction 
in  all  cases.  The  most  striking  mark  of  colonial  existence 
was  the  formal  prayer  which  closed  the  printed  schedule  of 
each  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  "  God  save  the  King." 
After  the  adjournment  of  Congress  on  the  first  of  August, 
Governor  Ward  returned  to  the  Colony,  and  made  a  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  Congress  to  the  General  Assembly  at 
their  session  commenced  on  the  third  Monday  of  the  same 
month.  This  was  a  verbal  report,  the  substance  of  which 
may  be  gathered  from  the  following  resolution  of  the 
Assembly:  — 
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"Whereas,  The  Hon.  Samuel  Ward,  Esq.,  one  of  the  delegates  from 
this  Colony  to  the  Congress  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  10th  day  of  May 
last,  hath  made  a  report  to  this  Assembly  of  many  of  the  proceedings  and 
resolves  of  said  Congress,  consisting  of  measures  by  them  taken  for  the 
defending  of  the  United  Colonies  against  the  attacks  of  our  cruel  and  unnatu- 
ral enemies,  measures  for  the  security  of  the  frontiers,'  the  preservation  of 
peace  and  friendship  with  the  people  of  Canada  and  the  Indian  nations, 
the  emission  of  a  Continental  currency  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  this 
war,  a  petition  to  the  King,  an  address  to  the  people  of  England,  an  address 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  a  letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  a  letter  to 
the  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  the  establishment  of  a  general  post  office,  and 
some  occasional  resolutions,  it  is  therefore 

"  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  said  report  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby 
accepted  and  approved,  and  that  the  tluuiks  of  this  Assembly  be  given  to 
the  delegates  of  the  Continental  Congress  in  general,  and  to  the  delegates 
of  this  Colony  in  particular,  for  their  wise,  spirited  and  faithful  discharge 
of  the  important  trust  imposed  on  them." 

The  Assembly  then  gave  further  instructions  to  the  dele- 
gates of  the  Colony,  embracing,  as  is  believed,  the  earliest 
action  of  any  colony  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  Con- 
tinental Navy.     They  were  as  follows  :  — 

Whereas,  Notwithstanding  the  humble  and  dutiful  petition  of  the  last 
Congress  to  the  King,  and  other  wise  and  pacific  measures  taken  for  obtain- 
ing a  happy  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  the 
Ministry,  lost  to  every  sentiment  of  justice,  liberty  and  humanity,  continue 
to  send  troops  and  ships  of  war  into  America,  which  destroy  our  trade, 
plunder  and  burn  our  towns,  and  murder  the  good  people  of  these  colonies, 
it  is  therefore 

Voted  and  Resolved,  That  this  Colony  most  ardently  wish  to  see  the 
former  friendship,  harmony  and  intercourse  between  Great  Britain  and 
these  colonies  restored,  and  a  happy  and  lasting  connexion  established 
between  both  countries,  upon  terms  of  just  and  equal  liberty  ;  and  will 
concur  with  the  other  colonies  in  all  proper  measures  for  obtaining  these 
desirable  blessings  ;  and  as  every  principle,  divine  and  human,  requires  us 
to  obey  that  great  and  fundamental  law  of  nature,  self-preservation,  until 
peace  shall  be  restored  upon  constitutional  principles,  this  Colony  will  most 
heartily  exert  the  whole  power  of  government,  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  Colonies,  for  carrying  on  this  just  and  necessary  war,  and  bringing 
the  same  to  a  happy  issue.     And  amongst  other  measures,  for   obtaining 
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that  most  desirable  purpose,  this  Assembly  is  persuaded  that  the  building 
and  equipping  an  American  fleet  as  soon  as  possible,  would  greatly  and 
essentially  conduce  to  the  preservation  of  the  lives,  liberty  and  prosperity  of 
the  good  people  of  these  colonies  ;  and  therefore  they  instruct  their  delegates 
to  use  their  whole  influence,  at  the  ensuing  Congress,  for  building,  at  the 
Continental  expense,  a  fleet  of  sufficient  force  for  the  protection  of  these 
colonies,  and  for  employing  them  in  such  manner  and  places,  as  will  most 
effectually  annoy  our  enemies  and  contribute  to  the  common  defence  of 
these  colonies  :  and  they  are  also  instructed  to  use  all  their  influence  for 
carrying  on  the  war  in  the  most  vigorous  manner,  until  peace,  liberty  and 
safety  be  restored  and  secured  to  these  colonies  upon  an  equitable  and 
permanent  basis. 

Governor  Ward,  in  his  diary,  under  date  of  October  3, 
1775,  has  this  entry: — "  Presented  our  instructions  for  carry- 
ing: on  the  war  efFectuallv  and  buildinoj  an  American  Fleet." 
The  consideration  of  the  instructions  was  postponed  at  that 
time.  On  the  5th  of  October,  Congress  received  informa- 
tion, by  letters  from  England,  that  two  brigs  were  being 
fitted  out  with  arms,  gunpowder  and  supplies  for  the  British 
army,  and  on  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  to  devise 
means  to  intercept  them.  Congress  forwarded  the  informa- 
tion which  it  had  received,  to  General  Washington,  then 
before  Boston.  They  desired  him  to  apply  to  the  Council 
of  Massachusetts  for  the  two  armed  vessels  that  belonged  to 
that  province,  to  be  dispatched  in  pursuit  of  those  brigs, 
and  any  other  transports  laden  with  stores  for  the  British 
army.  They  also  informed  him  that  the  armed  vessels  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  would  be  dispatched  on  the 
same  service.  This  was  the  first  naval  force  employed  by 
the  United  Colonies,  or  authorized  by  them.  Neither  of  the 
Rhode  Island  armed  vessels  took  part  in  this  cruise,  for  the 
reasons  set  forth  in  the  following  letter  from 

GovERXOu  Cooke  to  8.  Hopkins  an'd  S.  "Ward. 

Providence,  Oct.  10,  1775. 
Gentlemen  :  —  I  have  just  received  a  letter  by  express  from  Mr.  Presi- 
dent Hancock,  with  orders  to  dispatch  our  armed  vessels  to  intercept  two 
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brigs  from  England  to  Quebec.     Our  large   vessel   is  upon  a  voyage   to 
Bermuda,  and  the  small  one  is  unfit  for  service. 

I  have  given  information  of  this  to  General  Washington  and  Governor 
Trumbull,  that  they  may  not  make  any  reliance  upon  our  assisting  in  this 
important  expedition.  I  have  strongly  recommended  to  the  latter  to  employ 
their  colony  brigantine,  which  is  fitted'  and  mounts  fourteen  carriage  guns, 
in  this  enterprise.  I  am  not  without  hopes,  however,  that  the  large  sloop 
will  return  in  a  day  or  two  ;  in  which  case  I  shall  have  her  immediately 
cleaned  and  dispatch  her.     I  am,  Gents, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

NICHOLAS  COOKE. 

S.  Hopkins  and  S.  Ward,  Esqs. 

P.  S.  A  great  number  of  guns  have  been  fired  down  the  river  this 
morning.     It  is  feared  they  are  fired  upon  Newport. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  a  further  report  of  the  committee 
appomted  on  the  5th  was  taken  up,  and  Congress  then 
resolved  to  fit  out  a  swift  sailmg  vessel,  to  carry  ten  carriage 
guns  and  a  proportionate  number  of  swivels,  and  eighty 
men,  to  cruise  for  three  months  to  the  eastward,  to  intercept 
transports.  On  the  same  day  a  committee  of  three  was 
appointed  to  prepare  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  this 
armament,  and  to  contract  with  some  person  for  the  fitting 
out  of  the  same.  Congress  also  resolved  to  fit  out  another 
vessel  for  the  same  purpose,  and  referred  the  estimate  of  the 
expense  of  the  same  to  the  same  committee.  On  the  report 
of  this  committee,  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  Congress 
ordered  that  the  second  vessel  should  be  of  size  sufficient  to 
carry  fourteen  guns,  and  that  two  others  should  be  added, 
one  to  carry  not  more  than  twenty  guns,  and  the  other  not 
more  than  thirty-six,  with  a  proportionate  number  of  swivels, 
to  be  employed  as  Congress  should  direct.  Four  members 
were  then  added  to  this  committee,  of  whom  Hopkins  was 
one.  Subsequently,  in  accordance  with  further  resolutions 
of  Congress,  this  committee  engaged  three  sloops.  They 
subsequently  reported  the-  names  of  the  oflS.cers  appointed 
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for  each  of  these  vessels,  and  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the 
naval  ser\dce.  The  whole  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Esek  .  ♦ 
Hopkins,  a  Rhode  Island  man,  left  the  capes  of  Delaware  on 
its  first  cruise,  on  the  17th  of  February,  1776.  This  was  the 
first  American  fleet.  It  consisted  of  the  ships  Alfred,  Cap- 
tain Dudley  Saltonstall ;  Columbus,  Captain  Abraham  Whip- 
ple ;  the  brigs  Andrew  Doria,  Captain  Nicholas  Biddle,  and 
Cabot,  Captain  John  B.  Hopkins  ;  and  the  four  sloops  Provi- 
dence, Fly,  Hornet  and  Wasp.  The  sloop  Providence  was 
one  of  the  Rhode  Island  navy  ordered  in  the  second  Monday 
of  June  to  be  chartered,  and  subsequently,  in  October,  to  be 
purchased  for  the  Colony.  She  was  then  called  the  Katy. 
Commodore  Abraham  Whipple  had  been  dispatched  in  her 
to  Philadelphia,  to  carry  Esek  Hopkins  and  such  men  as 
could  be  enlisted  in  Rhode  Island,  for  the  Continental  navy. 
Her  arrival  at  Philadelphia  is  thus  noticed  by  Governor 
Ward,  in  the  following  letter  to  Governor  Cooke :  — 

Samuel  Ward  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  —  Our  seamen  arrived  here  the  day  before  yesterday.  Those  con- 
cerned in  the  naval  department  are  highly  pleased  with  them.  Their 
arrival  gives  fresh  spirit  to  the  whole  fleet.  Your  favor  of  the  4th  we 
received.  I  would  wish  to  have  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly 
relative  to  the  regimental,  and  in  any  other  colonial  affairs,  as  soon  as  may 
be. 

Tlie  letters  of  Governor  Franklin  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  of 
New  .Jersey  were  intercepted.  An  order  of  Congress  was  issued  for  seiz- 
ing the  latter,  but  he  escaped  on  board  the  Asia.  The  Governor  is  under 
a  Continental  guard  in  his  own  house,  until  order  from  Congi-ess  may  be 
issued. 

I  endorse  the  resolves  of  Congress  "  to  the  General  Colonies." 

Time  only  permits  me  to  add,  that  I  am,  with  most  sincere  regard, 
Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

SAMUEL  WARD. 

P.  S. — I  received  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Nightingale,  relative 
to  the  contract  entered  into  by  Admiral  Hopkins ;  as  I  have   not  timejo 
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write  them,  beg  your  honor  to  let  them  know  that  I  think  the  public  service 
requires  that  the  voyage  should  proceed  with  all  dispatch. 
Governor  Cooke. 

On  the  voyage,  Captain  Whipple  captured  three  prison- 
ers, -who,  by  direction  of  Congress,  were  committed  to  jail 
in  Pennsylvania  for  safe  keeping.  After  the  arrival  of  the 
Katy  at  Philadelphia,  the  committee  fitting  out  this  arma- 
ment was  directed  to  employ  her  in  the  service  of  the  Con- 
gress. These  circumstances  may  account  for  the  employ- 
ment of  such  a  large  proportion  of  Rhode  Island  men  as 
officers.  The  commander  of  the  fleet,  and  the  captains  of 
the  Columbus  and  Cabot,  were  from  this  Colony,  as  were 
three  of  the  first  lieutenants,  one,  if  not  two,  of  the  five, 
second  lieutenants,  and  one  of  the  three,  third  lieutenants. 
It  is  very  probable  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  seamen 
were  also  from  Rhode  Island. 

The  instructions  given  to  the  delegates  of  this  Colony  in 
relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  Continental  navy,  came 
under  discussion  on  the  11th  of  December,  and  were  referred 
to  a  committee  of  one  from  each  colony,  to  devise  ways  and 
means  for  furnishing  these  colonies  with  a  naval  armament, 
and  to  report  with  all  convenient  speed."  Mr.  Hopkins 
represented  this  Colony  in  that  committee.  They  reported 
on  the  13th  of  December,  that  five  vessels  of  thirty-two  guns 
'  each,  five  of  twenty-eight  guns  each,  and  .three  of  twenty- 
four  guns  each,  could  be  built  and  fitted  for  sea  by  the  first 
of  March,  at  the  cost  of  f866,666|.  A  committee  was 
appointed  on  the  l-lth  to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect, 
consisting  of  one  from  each  colony,  Mr.  Hopkins  being  the 
one  selected  for  Rhode  Island.  They  were  subsequently 
charged  with  the  fitting  of  these  vessels  for  sea,  nominating 
their  officers  and  directing  their  cruising  ground.  They  are 
referred  to  as  they  indeed  styled  themselves,  the  Marine  Com- 
mittee.    Two  of  the  thirteen  vessels  ordered  on  the  13th  of 
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December,  were  built  in  Providence,  one  named  Warren, 
the  other  Providence,  but  were  not  completed  until  months 
after  the  time  proposed. 

Before  the  re-assembling  of  Congress,  Governor  Cooke 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  delegates  from  this 
Colony.  The  letters  of  Gov.  Ward  referred  to  are  not  on 
file:  — 

Providence,  August  31,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  —  Mr.  Ward's  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  enclosing  the  address 
and  declaration  and  his  letter  of  the  19th,  have  come  safe  to  hand. 

By  a  letter  from  Gen.  Washington,  I  was  informed  that  three  ships  of 
war  and  nine  transports  sailed  from  Boston  the  beginning  of  last  week. 
As  the  enemy  are  greatly  distressed  for  want  of  fresh  provisions,  I  conjec- 
ture this  fleet  was  designed  to  supply  them,  and  immediately  sent  a  quantity 
of  powder,  ball  and  flints  to  Rhode  Island,  to  enable  the  inhabitants  to 
defend  themselves,  and  gave  them  assurance  of  further  aid  if  necessary. 
As  this  fleet  hath  not  been  heard  of  on  our  coasts,  I  imagine  they  were 
destined  for  the  eastward. 

Two  of  the  men  of  war  were  cruising,  yesterday  and  the  day  before,  in 
the  river,  and  came  up  above  Kinnimicut  Point.  As  it  is  possible  for  them 
to  come  near  enough  to  fire  upon  the  town,  our  attention  is  strongly  turned 
to  the  erecting  of  a  fortification  below.  I  sometime  since  forwarded  to 
you  a  plan  of  the  river,  and  should  be  glad  to  know  the  sentiments  o^ 
Congress  upon  that  subject,  and  whether  the  erecting  of  a  fortification, 
which  could  not  be  a  very  expensive  one,  will  be  considered  as  a  Conti- 
nental expense,  as  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  it  ought  to  be. 

As  you  request  your  application  for  the  accounts  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  I  have  written  to  them  all,  and  urged  them  to  have  their  accounts 
ready  at  the  opening  of  the  next  session  of  the  Assembly,  that,  after  being 
considered,  they  may  be  transmitted  to  you. 

About  140  or  150  of  the  six  additional  companies  ordered  by  this  Colony 
have  marched  to  join  the  army.  Two  commissioned  officers  of  each  com- 
pany are  left  to  recruit.  But  the  Colony  hath  been  so  drained  of  men  by 
the  large  levies  already  made,  that  it  will  be  sometime  before  they  will  be 
complete.  A  very  heavy  firing  near  Boston  was  heard  the  night  before 
last,  and  yesterday  morning.  The  same  night,  a  detachment  of  300  men 
marched  from  Roxbury,  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  light  house. 
By  some  persons  who  came  in  here  last  evening  and  this  morning  from 
Roxbury,  we  are  told  that  the  firing  was  universal  from   all  the  enemy's 
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works,  sliips  and  floating  batteries,  and  tliat  about  forty  regidars  pushed 
out  and  forced  our  soldiers  to  retreat,  and  burnt  the  George  Tavern  and 
one  other  house  and  barn.  Two  of  the  party  which  came  out  took  that 
opportunity  to  desert.  From  Cambridge  we  have  a  report  tliat  the  enemy, 
under  cover  of  a  fiekl  of  corn,  had  began  an  etitrenciiment,  which  they 
had  carried  on  some  time  before  they  were  discovered  ;  that  they  were 
attacked  by  our  people  with  musketry,  a  smart  firing  being  kept  up  on  both 
sides,  and  that  the  enemy  were  obliged  to  retreat. 
I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

NICHOLAS    COOKE. 
Hon.  S.  Hopkins  and  S.  Wakd,  Esqs. 

Congress  had  adjourned  to  the  5th  day  of  September. 
A  quorum  for  business  did  not  attend  until  the  13th,  when 
business  was  resumed.  The  same  subjects  that  had  engrossed 
attention  before  the  adjournment,  still  demanded  constant 
and  unremitting  consideration.  The  wants  of  the  country 
to  carry  on  a  successful  war  had  become  more  apparent. 
The  war  itself  was  increasing  in  importance  by  the  additions 
made  to  the  British  army.  The  raising  of  men  by  the  colo- 
nies was  more  easily  accomplished  than  the  clothing  and 
arming  of  them.  Various  expedients  were  resorted  to  to 
effect  these  objects.  There  was  still  another  want  to  be  sup- 
plied. The  supply  of  gunpowder,  was  found  to  be  wholly 
inadequate.  A  secret  committee  was  charged  with  the 
importation  of  this  article,  but  reliance  could  not  be  placed 
on  this  means  of  supply,  when  British  cruisers  were  hover- 
ing all  around  the  coast.  Attempts  were  commenced  for  its 
manufacture.  On  the  16th  of  October,  Congress  appointed 
a  committee  on  the  proper  means  of  promoting  its  manu- 
facture. The  subject  had  attracted  the  attention  of  our 
General  Assembly  at  an  earlier  period.  At  the  August  ses- 
sion, 1775,  they  offered  a  bounty  of  three  shillings  per 
pound,  for  every  pound  of  saltpetre  that  should  be  made  in 
Rhode  Island  by  the  26th  of  August,  1776,  and  three  shill- 
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ings  a  pound  for  the  saltpetre.  A  bounty  of  three  shillings 
per  pound  on  gunpowder  imported  before  the  first  of  April, 
1776,  was  also  offered.  The  bounty  on  the  manufacture  of 
saltpetre  w^as  afterwards  increased.  The  importance  of  this 
subject  gave  rise  to  the  following  letter  from 

Gov.  Cooke  to  S.  Hopkins  and  S.  Ward. 

Providence,  Nov.  27,  1775. 
Gentlemen:  —  As  I  am  well  convinced  that  the  Ministry  will  act  in 
America  next  year  with  powerful  armies,  I  am  under  the  greatest  appre- 
hensions that  we  shall  be  deficient  in  that  most  necessary  article  of  gun 
powder.     The  measures  hitherto  taken  to  provide  it  seem  to  me  totally 
inadequate  to  our  demands,  and  my  attention  hath  been  constantly  turned 
towards  a  probable  means  of  supplying  them.     I  have  thought  of  a  plan 
which,  if  it  be  possible  to  carry  it  into  execution,  will  answer  our  warmest 
wishes.     By  late  experiment,  it  .appears  that  saltpetre  may  be  more  expe- 
ditiously made  by  a  more  simple  operation,  out  of  earth  taken  from  under 
buildings,  than  in  any  other  Avay.     I  myself  have  set  some  leaches,  and 
procured  saltpetre  of  the  best  quality,  from  earth  taken  from  under  my 
barn,  and  am  confident  that  the  whole  process  may  be  completed  in  four 
days.     I  propose  that  the  Congress  address  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies, 
recommending  it   by  the   most    cogent   arguments   and  motives  that  the 
important  subject  will  afford,  to  every  farmer  who  hath  a  barn  and  crib, 
immediately  to  set  up  leaches  in  proportion  to  the  dimension  of  his  build- 
ings, for  the  making  of  saltpetre.     Let  the  Congress  also  recommend  it  to 
the  several  colonial  assemblies  and  conventions  to  give  such  a  price  for  it, 
for  a  limited  time,  as  will  be  a  sufficient  encouragement  to  the  undertaking, 
and  to  subject  to  penalties  all  those  who  have  buildings  suitable  for  the 
purpose  and  shall  neglect  or  refuse,  at  this  most  critical  conjucture,  to  make 
an  article  so  essentially  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  their  country.    In 
this  case  it  will  be  necessary  to  appoint  committees  in  every  toAvn  and  par- 
ish to  care  that  the  resolutions  be   punctually  complied  with.     I  suppose 
that  the  farmers  who  have  large  barns  aind  cribs  may,  to  their  great  profit, 
at  a  small  expense,  for  each  hogshead  only,  and  by  the  same  fire  that  keeps 
them  warm,  easily  make  during  the   course  of  the   winter,  thirty  or  forty 
pounds  one  with  another.     I  make  no  doubt  that  sulphur,  if  early  measures 
are  taken,  may  be  imported  from  the  West  Indies.     I  am  told  that  any 
quantity  may  be  had  at  the   south  part  of  Dominica,  near  the  harbor  of 
Rosseau,  where  it  is  so  plenty  that  boats  may  lay  along  side  the  banks  and 
lade  with  it.     By  these  means,  it  appears  to  me,  that  Ave  may  be  seasona- 
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bly  and  fully  8npplicd  with  gunpowder.  If  the  Congress  think  the  hint 
worthy  of  attention,  the  sooner  they  perfect  them  the  better,  as  the  south- 
ern colonics  may  be  at  work  almost  the  whole  winter,  and  in  the  northern 
colonies  we  may  expect  some  intervals  of  open  weather,  when  the  earth 
may  be  got  from  under  the  buildings. 

The  following  is  a  short  account  of  the  experiment  I  made.  I  set  four 
molasses  hogsheads  for  leaches  of  earth  taken  down  as  low  as  twelve  inches, 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  set  to  make  soap,  excepting  that  I  did  not 
use  lime.  They  stood  two  nights  and  one  day.  I  then  drew  off  the  lye, 
boiled  it  half  way,  strained  it  through  ashes  that  had  been  leached  before, 
then  boiled  it  again  until  it  was  of  a  proper  consistence  (which  is  deter- 
mined by  putting  it  in  a  spoon  or  saucer  to  cool.  If  it  shoots  into  crystals 
it  is  boiled  enough,)  and  then  set  it  in  a  vessel  to  cool.  The  next  morning 
the  saltpetre  was  made.  In  the  evening  I  poured  off  the  lye,  put  the  salt- 
petre into  a  pail,  poured  boiling  water  upon  it  and  stirred  it  until  it  was 
entirely  dissolved,  and  set  it  away  to  cool.  In  the  morning  the  saltpetre 
was  perfectly  clarified.  I  poured  off  the  lye  and  boiled  it  again,  from  which 
I  gained  a  considerable  proportion  of  saltpetre.  This  was  my  first  trial. 
Upon  further  experience  I  suppose  great  improvement  may  be  made  in  the 
process. 

I  have  just  seen  Mr.  Ira  Dean,  of  Cranston,  who  returned  from  Susque- 
hannah  last  week.  He  informs  me  that  he  saw  at  the  house  of  Mr.  John 
Jenkins,  of  Exeter,  in  that  purchase,  one  Jeremiah  Blanchard,  who  showed 
them  a  parcel  of  earth  taken,  as  he  said,  out  of  the  side  of  a  hill,  Avliich 
contained  a  vast  proportion  of  saltpetre,  and  told  them  that  any  quantity 
might  be  obtained.  I  enclose  you  a  small  sample  of  it.  Dean,  who  is  to 
be  relied  upon,  gives  Jenkins  a  good  character,  but  does  not  speak  so  favor- 
ably of  Blanchai'd.  The  necessity  of  obtaining  saltpetre  is  so  great  that 
we  ought  to  take  every  chance.  And  as  this  matter  can  be  ascertained  at 
a  small  expense,  I  think  it  Avill  be  prudent  immediately  to  send  one  or  more 
trusty  persons  to  the  spot  to  make  examination  and  experiments.  They 
ought  to  be  clothed  with  proper  credentials  from  the  Congress,  upon  account 
of  the  unhappy  dispute  between  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut. 

We  have  now  in  the  harbor  of  Newport,  the  Rose,  the  Swan,  and  the 
Glasgow,  with  a  bomb  brig  and  six  tenders,  and  a  large  scow  as  a  trans- 
port. 

Captain  Whipple,  who  sailed  last  night  for  Philadelphia,  took  a  schooner 
of  thirty  tons  from  Boston,  addressed  to  G.  Rome,  for  fresh  provisions. 
Captain  Arnold,  who  came  passenger  in  her,  informs  me  that  when  he  left 
Boston,  which  was  ten  days  ago,  about  five  hundred  troops  had  arrived 
there. 
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All  our  accounts  from  the  Contineutal  army  agree  that  the  men  re-enlist 
very  slowly. 

I  desire  you  to  procure  and  send  me  a  particular  account  of  the  progress 
of  making  gunpowder,  and  of  the  proportions  of  the  several  ingredients,  &c. 
I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

NICHOLAS  COOKE. 
S.  Hopkins  and  S.  "Ward,  Esqs. 

Congress  commenced  issuing  bills  of  credit  in  June,  1775. 
The  amount  first  issued  was  $3,000,000.  Between  that  date 
and  May,  1776,  the  sum  of  $15,000,000  had  been  ordered. 
The  bills  were  of  various  amounts,  from  one-sixth  of  a  dollar 
to  twenty  dollars.  Each  bill  by  its  terms  entitled  the  bearer 
to  the  amount  named  on  it,  to  be  paid  in  Spanish  milled 
dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  silver.  The.  faith  of 
the  colonies  was  pledged  for  their  payment,  each  of  which 
was  to  provide  for  its  quota  according  to  its  population. 
The  proportion  of  the  first  emission  was  to  be  paid  by  each 
colony  in  four  equal  annual  payments,  before  the  last  days 
of  November,  in  the  years  1779,  1780,  1781  and  1782;  and 
of  the  second,  before  the  last  days  of  November,  in  the  years 
1783,  1784,  1785  and  1786.  The  times  for  the  payment  of 
the  other  emissions  remained  to  be  fixed  by  Congress. 

Governor  Ward  reported  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
Colony,  at  their  session  in  August,  1775,  the  emission  ordered 
in  June  preceding.  The  Assembly  made  it  a  lawful  tender 
for  all  debts,  at  the  rate  of  six  shillings  for  a  dollar,  and 
provided  the  same  penalties  for  counterfeiting  these  bills,  as 
existed  for  counterfeiting  their  own  lawful  money  bills. 
At  the  same  session,  they  also  voted  that  if  any  person 
refused  to  receive  these  bills,  or  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by 
this  Colony,  or  by  any  other  of  the  American  colonies,  "he 
ought  to  be  held  and  esteemed  as  an  enemy,  *  *  and  desti- 
tute of  that  regard  and  obligation  he  is  under  to  his  country 
and  the  cause  of  liberty."     From  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
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gress,  it  appears  that  some  individuals  in  Philadelphia,  as 
early  as  Nov.  23,  1775,  refused  to  receive  the  Continental 
bills,  and  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  Pennsylvania,  in  pay- 
ment of  or  to  give  currency  to  the  same.  During  the  year 
1775,  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  had  issued  £40,000  law- 
ful money  in  bills  of  credit,  bearing  interest  at  2^  per  cent. 
per  annum.  At  the  January  session,  1776,  these  bills  were 
called  in,  to  be  redeemed  with  Continental  bills  or  with  new 
Colony  bills  bearing  no  interest.  But  no  legislation  could 
prevent  the  subsequent  depreciation  of  this  paper  currency, 
whether  Continental  or  colonial.  While  the  volume  of 
emission  was  increased  by  prevailing  necessity,  it  was  depre- 
ciated by  the  same  cause,  until  it  became  of  less  value  than 
the  paper  on  which  it  was  printed.  We  follow  its  history 
thus  far  to  show  that  this  Colony  pursued  at  the  outset 
proper  measures  to  give  it  value  and  currency. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1776,  Governor  AVard  addressed 
the  following  letter  to  Governor  Cooke  :  — 

S.  Ward  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  7th  January,  1776. 
Sir:  —  We  have  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  26lh  of  last  month. 
The  marine  service  is  of  such  vast  importance  that  we  doubt  not  of  your 
utmost  attention  to  it  in  all  its  branches.  The  ravages  committed  by  the 
armed  vessels,  and  the  continual  alarms  raised  by  them,  must  be  very  dis- 
tressing to  the  Colony,  but  what  would  not  a  wise  man  do  or  suffer  to  pre- 
serve his  liberty,  the  alone  source  of  human  happiness  and  the  only  security 
for  the  permanent  enjoyment  of  it.  The  Colony  has  bravely  defended  itself 
and  supported  the  common  cause  of  America.  The  next  campaign,  as  our 
•  enemies  will  make  every  possible  effort  against  us  will,  probably,  require 
still  greater  exertions.  We  are,  therefore,  already  in  opinion  with  you 
that  a  regiment  ought  to  be  raised  and  kept  up  in  the  Colony  at  the  Conti- 
nental expense,  and  shall  embrace  the  first  favorable  opportunity  of  apply- 
ing for  one.  If,  by  the  Divine  blessing,  we  succeed  next  campaign,  the  bur- 
den of  the  war  will  be  ours,  and  the  re-establishment  of  our  just  rights  and 
privileges  will  be  the  glorious  reward  of  this  arduous  struggle. 
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The  removal  of  the  stock  is  of  great  importance,  and  we  are  happy  to 
find  that  proper  means  are  adopted  for  that  purpose. 

We  lament  that  any  persons  should  be  so  lost  to  virtue  and  the  love  of 
their  country  as  to  attempt  to  divide  us,  when  our  union  is  essential  to  our 
preservation,  but  we  hope  that  the  wise  and  temperate,  and  yet  spirited 
conduct  of  the  General  Assembly,  Avill  prevent  the  intended  mischief  and 
preserve  union  in  the  Colonies. 

We  are  concerned  for  the  uneasiness  occasioned  by  the  different  con- 
structions of  the  resolve  of  the  15th  of  July  last.  We  lately  gave  our 
opinion  upon  it,  but  horned  cattle,  sheep,  hogs  and  poultry  cannot  be 
exported  by  it.  Our  extreme  want  of  powder  occasioned  that  resolve. 
No  man  ought  to  take  advantage  of  the  necessities  of  his  country,  to  demand 
exorbitant  prices  for  what  she  stands  in  need  of,  nor  to  abuse  a  license 
given  by  her  to  her  injury,  and  should  an  instance  of  that  kind  happen, 
others  ought  by  no  means  to  violate  her  resolves,  for  if  one  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  is  trampled  upon,  there  will  be  no  common  bond  of  union 
left,  no  adequate  power  to  collect  and  exert  the  united  strength  of  the  colo- 
nies. Confusion  and  certain  destruction  would  soon  follow.  A  moment's 
reflection  must  satisfy  any  one  of  this,  and  induce  him,  as  he  values  every 
thing  dear  to  human  nature,  religiously  to  support  the  resolves  of  Congress. 

We  are,  with  great  regard,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

^  ^  SAMUEL  WARD. 

Governor  Cooke. 

P.  S.  —  Mr.  Hopkins  is  so  engaged,  he  could  not  attend  to  look  over  the 
letters,  and  desired  me  to  sign  and  forward  them  myself.  For  important 
news,  I  refer  you  to  my  letter  to  the  Governor  and  Committee. 

This  moment  an  express  from  New  York  has  brought  the  King's  speech 
at  the  opening  of  Parliament,  which  I  have  enclosed.  It  is  decisive.  Every 
man  must  now  be  convinced,  that,  under  God,  our  safety  depends  wholly 
upon  a  brave,  Avise  and  determined  resistance.  May  Infinite  Wisdom 
direct  all  your  measures  to  the  preservation  of  America  in  general,  and  the 
happiness  of  the  Colony  in  particular. 

S.  WARD. 

The  letter  to  which  the  foregoing  is  a  reply,  unfortunately 
is  not  to  be  found.  The  "removal  of  the  stock"  undoubt- 
edly refers  to  the  removal  of  the  cattle  and  sheep  from  Block 
Island,  and  the  islands  in  the  Narragansett  Bay,  to  the  main 
land.     This  was  effected  by  order  of  the  General  Assembly, 
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and  by  officers  and  men  appointed  for  that  purpose  in  the 
autumn  of  1775. 

At  that  time,  and  for  a  long  time  after,  Wallace,  in  the 
ship  Rose,  with  other  armed  vessels,  was  in  and  near  the 
harbor  of  Newport,  controlling  the  trade  of  the  Colony. 
Brigadier  General  Esek  Hopkins  had  a  military  station  on 
the  island  with  a  body  of  Colony  troops.  The  town  of 
Newport  was  authorized,  for  its  own  safety,  by  the  Assembly, 
to  negotiate  with  Wallace  for  supplying  his  ships  with  fresh 
provisions,  under  the  supervision  of  Gen.  Hopkins.  That 
there  were  persons  in  the  Colony  who  not  only  opposed  an 
armed  opposition  to  Great  Britain,  but  were  actively  engaged 
against  the  colonies,  appears  from  the  preamble  of  an  act  of 
the  Assembly  passed  in  October,  1775,  for  the  punishment 
of  those  found  guilty  of  holding  a  traitorous  correspondence 
with  the  ministry  of  Great  Britain  and  their  officers  and 
agents,  or  of  supplying  the  British  army  or  navy  with  pro- 
visions, ammunition  or  pilotage.  It  is  also  to  be  inferred 
from  the  seizures  of  real  estate  directed  to  be  made  by  the 
Assembly.  These  are  probably  the  individuals  referred  to 
by  Gov.  Ward,  as  making  an  "  attempt  to  divide  us." 

Congress,  on  the  15th  of  July,  1775,  resolved  "that  for 
the  better  furnishing  these  colonies  with  the  necessary  means 
of  defending  their  rights,"  every  vessel  importing  certain 
specified  arms  and  munitions  of  war  within  nine  months 
from  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  should  be  permitted  to 
load  and  export  "the  produce  of  the  colonies"  to  the  value 
of  the  arms  and  ammunition  imported,  notwithstanding  the 
non-exportation  agreement.  The  terms  of  the  foregoing 
resolution  are  broad  enough  to  embrace  "horned  cattle, 
sheep,  hogs  and  poultry."  The  "opinion"  given  upon  it, 
was  most  probably  ex]Dressed  in  Congress  Dec.  26,  on  the 
resolution  then  adopted  to  obtain  an  account  of  the  arms 
and  ammunition  imported  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  July 
15th. 
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It  is  evident  that  a  patriot  heart  guided  the  hand  that 
wrote  this  letter. 

At  the  January  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  (1776,) 
William  Bradford,  Deputy  Governor,  Henry  Ward,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Colony,  William  Ellery,  Joseph  Brown,  Henry 
Marchant,  Sylvester  Child  and  (jideon  Mumford  were 
appointed  to  draft  "a  suitable  address  to  the  Honorable  the 
Continental  Congress,  representing  the  inability  of  the 
Colony,  from  its  situation,  smallness  and  poverty  to  defend 
itself,"  and  praying  assistance.  They  reported  the  follow- 
ing, which  was  adopted:  — 

To  THE  Honorable  the  Delegates  of  the  United  Colonies,  now  con- 
vened in  General  Congress  in  Pliiladelphia  :  — 

AVe,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  English  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you  the  state  and  condi- 
tion of  said  Colony,  and  to  request  such  assistance  as  our  sitixation,  and  the 
welfare  of  the  United  Colonies  shall  appear  to  require. 

Soon  after  the  conclusion  of  the  late  glorious  war,  in  the  successes  of 
which  the  colonies  had  so  considerable  a  share,  we  were  alarmed  with 
divers  acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  strongly  indicating  a  design  to  divest 
the  colonies  of  those  rights  which  are  essential  to  the  freedom  of  a  people, 
and  which  they  had  enjoyed,  with  but  few  innovations,  from  their  first 
settlement.  ' 

The  act  passed  in  1765,  for  levying  stamp  duties  in  America,  and  many 
subsequent  acts,  manifested  that  design  so  clearly  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
a  doubt.  This  Colony,  ever  tenacious  of  its  liberty,  zealously  took  part 
in  all  the  common  measures  entered  into  for  the  common  safety.  When, 
at  length,  the  ministerial  troops,  by  the  attacks  at  Lexington  and  Concord, 
had  reduced  us  to  the  necessity  of  immediately  taking  up  arms  or  of  sub- 
mitting to  a  slavery  which,  at  the  distance  we  are  placed  from  the  power 
to  be  exercised  over  us,  must  be  the  most  absolute  and  terrible  that  we  can 
form  an  idea  of,  this  Colony,  notwithstanding  its  exposed  situation,  did  not 
hesitate  ;  it  did  not  wait  for  the  example  of  more  powerful  colonies,  but 
conforming  itself  to  the  spirit  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Honorable  the 
Continental  Congress  of  1774,  ordered  a  body  of  men  to  be  raised  and 
marched  to  the  encampment  near  Boston. 

Unfortunately,  this  Colony  is  scarcely  anything  but  a  line  of  sea  coast. 
From  Providence  to  Point  Judith,  from  thence   to   Pawcatuck  river,  is 
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nearly  eighty  miles.  On  the  east  side  of  the  bay,  from  Providence  to 
Seaconnet  Point,  and  including  the  east  side  of  Seacounet  until  it  meets 
the  Massachusetts  line,  is  about  fifty  miles  ;  besides  which  are  the  naviga- 
ble rivers  of  Pacatuck  and  Warren.  On  the  west  side,  the  Colony  doth 
not  extend  twenty  miles,  and  on  the  east  side  not  moi-e  than  eight  miles, 
from  the  sea  coast  above  described.  '  In  tlie  Colony  are  also  included  the 
following  islands  :  Rhode  Island,  about  16  miles  in  length  ;  Conanicut,  9  ; 
Block  Island,  9  ;  Prudence,  7  ;  and  the  smaller  islands.  Patience,  Hope, 
Gould  Island,  and  several  others  ;  all  which  are  cultivated  and  fertile,  and 
contribute  largely  to  the  public  expenses.  The  greater  part  of  the  above- 
mentioned  shores  are  accessible  to  ships  of  war. 

By  an  exact  estimate,  taken  in  the  year  1774,  the  whole  number  of  the 
inhabitants  in  the  Colony  amounted  to  59,678.  The  town  of  Newport 
contained  9,209,  was  the  principal  place  of  trade,  and  paid  above  one-sixth 
of  the  public  taxes.  A  very  considerable  commerce  Avas  also  carried  on 
from  Prudence,  and  several  small  towns  in  the  Colony  were  also  concerned 
in  trade  and  navigation.  Ship  building  Avas  a  great  branch  of  business. 
In  short,  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  derived  their  subsistence  almost 
wholly  from  commerce.  The  convenient  situation  of  this  Colony  for 
receiving  supplies  from  the  other  colonies  for  the  Continental  army  near 
Boston,  we  suppose,  was  a  principal  reason  why  so  great  a  number  of  the 
King's  ships  have  been  stationed  in  our  bay.  We  have  had  for  above 
seven  months  past,  two  ships  of  twenty  guns,  one  of  sixteen,  a  bomb  ketch 
and  about  eight  tenders,  who  have  made  prizes  of  more  vessels  belonging 
to  this  Colony  than  have  been  lost  by  any  other ;  have  put  almost  a  total 
end  to  cohimerce  ;  have  committed  repeated  depredations  in  different  parts 
of  the  Colony  ;  have  kept  our  coasts  constantly  alarmed,  and  obliged  the 
inhabitants  to  keep  almost  continually  under  arms.  The  once  flourishing 
town  of  Newport,  by  the  loss  of  trade  and  consequent  cessation  of  all 
business,  instead  of  being  able  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of  the  war, 
hath  been  reduced  to  so  deplorable  a  state,  that  we  have  been  obliged  to 
grant  money  out  of  the  general  treasury  for  th"e  support  of  their  poor,  and 
many  of  the  wealthy  inhabitants  have  not  only  left  the  tovm  but  the  Colony. 
Conanicut  and  Prudence,  lately  the  scenes  of  the  most  wanton  and  savage 
desolation  and  barbarity,  are  deserted  ;  New  Shoreham,  from  its  situation,  is 
rendered  Avorse  than  useless  to  the  Colony,  and  the  other  islands,  will  no 
longer  be  of  service  to  any  but  the  enemy. 

The  troops  sent  by  this  Colony  to  the  army  near  Boston,  amounted  to 
about  1,700,  inclusive  of  officers,  of  Avhich  250  are  in  Col.  Arnold's  detach- 
ment in  Quebec  ;  many  have  entered  on  board  the  armed  vessels  fitted  out 
by  Gen.  Washington  ;    particularly  almost  every  officer  and  seaman  in  the 
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brig  commanded  by  Capt.  Martindale,  unfortunately  taken  and  carried 
into  Boston,  belonged  to  this  Colony ;  and  of  the  others,  the  greater  part 
by  far  have  reenlisted  into  the  Continental  service,  so  that  very  few  have 
returned  or  can  return. 

We  fitted  out  two  armed  vessels  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  and 
coasts,  which  carried  upwards  of  100  men,  one  of  which  is  now  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  Continental  service,  with  the  greater  part  of  her  crew. 
Above  100  men  have  also  been  enlisted  for  the  Continental  navy.  We 
have  also  built  and  equipped  two  row  galleys,  to  carry  fifty  men  each. 
Besides  these  extraordinary  exertions,  we  were  alarmed,  in  October  last, 
with  the  arrival  of  a  number  of  transports  from  Boston,  destined  to  pro- 
cure fresh  provisions  for  the  ministerial  army.  To  prevent  their  obtaining 
supplies,  was  an  object  of  such  great  importance  as  obliged  us  to  send  a 
number  of  minute  men  upon  the  several  islands  to  defend  the  stock,  which 
created  a  most  enormous  expense.  When  the  Assembly  met  in  November, 
a  regiment  of  500  men  was  ordered  to  be  raised,  for  the  defence  of  Rhode 
Island  and  the  other  islands.  Notwithstanding  which,  we  have  been 
obliged,  repeatedly,  to  call  forth  our  minute  men.  To  prevent  the  great 
charge  of  which,  we  have  augmented  the  regiment  ordered  to  be  raised  in 
November  to  750  men,  exclusive  of  a  company  of  artillery,  consisting  of 
105  men  with  their  officers,  and  have  also  voted  another  regiment  of  750 
men  to  be  immediately  raised  and  equipped,  besides  238  artillerymen,  for 
the  management  of  thirty-four  field  pieces,  ordered  to  be  procured  and 
placed  in  the  several  towns  upon  the  sea  coast. 

We  have  ordered  sixty  cannon,  eighteen  and  twelve  pounders,  to  be  cast, 
and  have  already  sent  a  vessel  with  a  very  valuable  cargo  to  purchase 
poAvder  and  other  warlike  stores,  and  are  fitting  out  another  which  will 
soon  sail. 

From  the  above  representation  of  our  situation,  exertions  and  losses,  and 
the  depredations  of  the  enemy,  which  are  not  exaggerated,  the  exhausted 
state  of  the  Colony  and  its  utter  inability  to  maintain  the  present  force 
established  and  voted,  as  well  as  to  take  any  other  mea'sures,  will  clearly 
appear. 

We  need  not  observe  to  you,  the  great  importance  of  Rhode  Island,  or 
the  damages  that  Avould  be  sustained  by  the  enemy's  possessing  themselves 
thereof,  its  harbor  and  the  adjoining  Narragansett  Bay  being  greatly  supe- 
rior to  any  other  in  America,  and  its  convenient  situation  Avith  respect  to 
the  sea  and  the  othei  colonies,  making  it  still  more  important. 

We  therefore  request  that  you  will  give  the  earliest  attention  to  this 
address,  and  have  no  doubt  that  you  will  take  the  most  proper  measures 
for  defending  the  Colony,  otherwise  Rhode  Island  and  the  other  islands  in 
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the  bay,  witli  the  surrounding  sea  coast  upon  the  continent,  must  be  depop- 
ulated and  the  Colony  entirely  ruined. 

We  submit  the  foregoing  to  your  judicious  determination, 
And  are,  with  great  respect  and  confidence. 

Your  Honors'  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 
WILLIAM  BRADFORD,  HENRY  MARCHANT, 

HENRY  WARD,  SYLVESTER  CHILD, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY,  GIDEON  MUMFORD. 

Signed  at  the  request  and  in  behalf  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Providenxe,  January  15,  1776. 

This  memorial  was  enclosed  in  the  following  letter  from 
Gov.  Cooke :  — 

Providence,  Jan.  21st,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  —  I  enclose  you,  at  the  request  of  the  General  Assembly, 
an  Address  to  the  Congress,  representing  the  deplorable  state  of  the  Colony, 
and  praying  for  assistance. 

We  might  have  entered  into  a  more  minute  detail ;  but  the  Assembly, 
having  a  full  reliance  upon  your  giving  the  Congress  every  needful  infor- 
matiou  respecting  the  Colony,  thought  it  unnecessary.  You  will  please 
deliver  and  enforce  it  as  soon  as  you  have  a  rational  prospect  of  its  meet- 
ing with  success.  Notwithstanding,  the  propriety  of  our  petition  is  such 
that  we  ought  uot  to  doubt  of  its  being  granted,  yet  it  may  be  prudent  to 
interest  some  of  the  leading  members  in  our  favor  before  it  is  brought  on. 
But  as  you  are  upon  the  spot,  the  whole  matter  must  be  submitted  to  you, 
and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  you  will  manage  it  with  proper  address. 

The  General  Assembly  are  not  without  hopes,  that  the  Congress  will 
take  the  whole  brigade  into  their  service  ;  especially,  as  the  necessity,  aris- 
ing from  so  powerful  an  invasion,  of  establishing  the  whole  force  we  have 
ordered  is  clear  and  manifest,  and  you  will  use  your  utmost  endeavors  to 
procure  a  resolution  for  that  purpose. 

From  the  nature  of  the  war  and  the  circumstances  of  the  colonies,  every 
idea  of  partial  and  colonial  defence  ought  to  be  given  up.  There  must  be 
a  supreme,  superintending  poAver,  to  exei't  and  direct  the  force  of  the  whole, 
for  the  safety  and  defence  of  all,  otherwise  the  exertions  and  burdens  will 
not  only  be  very  unequal,  to  the  great  endangering  of  the  union  upon  which 
the  welfare  of  America  depends,  but  colony  after  colony  may  be  subdued 
without  a  chance  of  making  resistance. 

1  will  only  add  upon  this  head,  that  our  circumstances  will  not  admit  of 
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delay,  and  that  unless  the  Congress  enter  upon  the  defence  of  the  Colony, 
it  must  be  abandoned. 

I  am  also,  at  the  request  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  desire  you  "  to 
inform  them  what  information  you  have  had  respecting  any  letters  being 
written  by  any  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  to  any  person  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  respecting  the  situation  of  the  town  of  Newport,  and 
the  supplying  of  Capt.  Wallace  with  provisions  ;  and  of  any  reflections 
that  have  been  cast  by  such  letters  upon  any  part  of  this  Colony ;  and  to 
inform  them  of  the  names  of  such  letter-writers,  and  to  procure  and  trans- 
mit to  them  copies  of  such  letters,  if  they  can  be  obtained. 

The  particulars  of  the  unfortunate  attack  upon  Quebec  are  not  yet  come 
to  hand.  I  suppose  you  have  received  them  before  now.  It  is  a  severe 
check,  but  we  have  still  great  successes  to  be  thankful  for,  and  in  a  war  so 
extensive  we  must  expect  to  meet  with  some  disagreeable  events.  I  most 
sincerely  sympathize  Avith  Mr.  Ward  upon  this  occasion,  and  heartily  wish 
he  may  have  some  comfortable  intelligence  from  his  son. 

I  am  informed  by  a  letter  from  New  Providence,  that  the  militia  from 
the  western  parts  of  Conuecticut  are  pushing  off  in  sleighs,  in  great  num- 
bers, for  Canada. 

The  Secretary  tells  me  he  hath  given  his  brother  an  account  of  the 
descent  upon  Prudence.  I  shall  only  add,  that  the  stock  is  now  very 
nearly  removed.  In  consequence  of  the  recommendation  of  the  members 
of  the  General  Congress,  as  mentioned  in  Mr.  Ward's  letter,  the  Assembly 
have  agreed  to  supply  the  King's  ships,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  vote. 
But  as  Wallace  may  cannonade  and  even  burn  the  town,  a  discretionary 
power  by  a  private  vote  which  it  is  designed  shall  be  kept  a  profound 
secret,  is  given  to  the  commander  of  the  forces  on  Rhode  Island,  to  permit 
supplies  in  cases  of  imminent  danger,  until  the  next  session,  to  be  holen  on 
the  last  Monday  in  February. 

Capt.  Greenell  hath  exerted  himself  greatly  in  procuring  men  for  the 
navy,  and  hath  an  inclination  to  enter  the  service  if  he  can  obtain  a  place 
sufficient  to  support  himself  and  family.  I  beg  leave  to  commend  him  to 
your  assistance. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

NICHOLAS   COOKE. 

To  the  Hon.  S.  Hopkins  and  S.  Ward,  Esqs. 

It  appears  from  the  foregoing  letter,  that  the  mode  and 
time  of  presenting  the  enclosed  address  to  Congress  was  left 
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to  the  discretion  of  the  delegates.  That  it  was  presented  is 
now  left  to  be  inferred  from  the  acts  of  Congress  upon  the 
matters  stated  in  it.  On  the  11th  of  May,  1776,  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  eastern  colonies, 
Congress  resolved  "that  the  two  battalions,  directed  by  the 
Assembly  of  Khode  Island  to  be  raised,  be  taken  into  Con- 
tinental pay,"  the  one  ordered  in  November,  from  the  time 
they  were  armed,  clothed,  and  fit  for  duty,  and  the  one 
ordered  after  that  time,  as  soon  as  they  should  be  armed  and 
mustered  into  service. 

At  the  October  session,  1775,  the  General  Assembly,  in 
a  memorial  from  the  town  of  Newport,  voted  and  resolved, 
that  that  town  "may,  for  the  safety  thereof,  as  far  as  may 
consist  with  the  general  safety,  negotiate  with  Captain  Wal- 
lace for  the  supplying  of  his  ships  there  with  beef,  beer,  &c., 
as  heretofore,  upon  his  stipulating  that  the  ferry  boats  and 
wood  boats,  with  their  passengers,  &c.,  pass  and  repass 
unmolested,  with  the  common  supplies  for  the  town,  of  the 
common  and  usual  necessaries  of  life."  This  was  the  resolu- 
tion in  force  at  the  date  of  the  Governor's  letter  of  January  21. 
"The  private  vote"  therein  referred  to  cannot  be  found.  A 
similar  arrangement  continued  for  sometime  with  Captain 
Wallace.  It  was  the  only  means  they  had  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  the  town. 

Congress,  on  the  20th  day  of  January,  1776,  passed  a 
resolve,  recommending  "to  the  General  Assemblies,  Con- 
ventions, Councils  of  Committees  of  Safety,  upon  the  Con- 
tinent, to  collect  all  the  gold  and  silver  coin  they  can,"  "to 
enable  the  operations  of  the  army  in  Canada  to  be  carried 
on  efficiently."  This  resolve  came  before  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  Colony  in  February,  1776,  and  they  appointed  a 
committee  of  fifty  persons  in  addition  to  the  committee  of 
safety  and  the  commissary,  for  that  purpose.  Besides  these, 
every  member  of  the  Assembly  was  requested  "to  use  his 
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best  endeavors  to  promote  the  above  mentioned  service." 
The  committee  of  safety  was  authorized  to  receive  from  the 
General  Treasury  lawful  money  bills,  to  be  exchanged  for 
coin.  Before  the  resolve  of  Congress  was  laid  before  the 
Assembly,  Governor  Cooke  acknowledged  its  receipt  in  the 
following  letter  to  the  delegates  : — 

Providenxe,  Feb.  21,  1776. 
Gentlemen  : — The  resolve  of  Congress  for  procuring  gold  and  silver 
coin  is  come  to  hand.  I  shall  lay  it  before  the  General  Assembly  next 
vv^eek.  But  in  the  meantime,  I  think  it  necessary  to  acquaint  you,  that  the 
Colony  has  been  so  exhausted  of  hard  money  by  the  supplies  of  Colonel 
Arnold,  and  for  the  great  quantity  of  provisions  and  available  stores  that 
have  been  purchased,  that  Congress  can  have  no  dependence  upon  receiv- 
ing any  from  this  Colony. 

I  am,  Avith  great  esteem  and  regard,  gentlemen. 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

NICHOLAS  COOKE. 

After  the  action  of  the  Assembly,  the  Governor  sent  the 
following  letter  to  the  delegates  :  — 

Providence,  March  5,  1776. 

Gentlemen  : — The  General  Assembly  have  appointed  a  large  committee 
to  procure  gold  and  silver  coin  for  the  service  of  the  army  in  Canada,  and 
directed  them  to  pay  the  sums  they  shall  receive  into  the  General  Treasury 
within  one  month.  There  are  several  gentlemen  in  this  Colony  who  have 
considerable  sums  due  to  them  in  Canada.  It  is  proposed  to  take  drafls 
from  them,  and  upon  the  money  being  paid  in  Canada,  to  pay  the  drawers 
here.  But,  as  the  payment  will  be  very  uncertain,  I  do  not  think  any 
dependence  should  be  placed  upon  this  mode  of  supply.  I  shall  be  glad 
of  your  sentiments  upon  the  matter,  which,  if  you  write  by  the  next  post 
after  this  comes  to  hand,  will  be  received  here  timely. 

The  General  Assembly  have  appointed  three  of  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Shoreham,  a  committee,  to  determine  what  stock  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  remove  the  remainder.  They 
have  also  directed  all  the  arms  to  be  taken  from  the  island. 

Colonel  West,  Avho  hath  acted  as  commander  of  the  forces  upon  Rhode 
Islnnd,  resigned  his  commission,  and  the  command  hath  devolved  upon 
Colonel  Babcock.     The  office  of  brisradier  general  is  still  vacant. 
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We  meet  with  great  difficixlty  in  procuring  arms  for  the  brigade.  Num- 
bers of  the  men  are  waiting  only  for  that  article  to  proceed  to  Rhode  Island. 
Besides  which,  there  is  a  great  deficiency  in  the  militia.  Near  one-half  of 
them  are  destitute,  and  which  I  very  much  fear,  cannot  be  made  up.  Please 
to  let  me  know  whether  fifteen  hundred  can  be  procured  in  Philadelphia, 
and  at  what  price,  or  whether  they  will  be  supplied  by  Congress.  We 
have  but  very  little  more  than  ten  tons  of  powder  in  the  Colony.  The 
Assembly  have  appointed  a  committee  to  purchase  arms  and  ammunition 
in  case  any  shall  arrive. 

Last  Saturday  night.  General  Washington  began  to  bombard  Boston 
from  Lechmere's  Point.  We  threw  about  a  bomb  an  hour,  and  the  enemy 
returned  four  or  five  for  one.  The  greatest  preparations  are  made  for  tak- 
ing possession  of  Dorchester  Point,  which  we  imagine  must  bring  on  a 
brisk  action.  But  I  suppose  you  have  more  particular  accounts  directly 
from  Cambridge  than  it  is  in  our  power  to  give  you. 

The  General  Assembly  stands  adjourned  to  the  last  Monday  in  this  month, 
at  East  Greenwich. 

This  letter  was  designed  to  have  been  sent  by  the  post ;  but  his  going 
yesterday  out  of  his  course  hath  prevented  my  writing  by  liim. 
I  am  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

NICHOLAS  COOKE. 

To  the  Hon.  S.  Hopkins  and  S.  Ward,  Esq. 

Samuel  Ward,  one  of  the  delegates  from  this  Colony, 
died  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  25th  day  of  March,  1776,  of  the 
small  pox.  Mr.  Hopkins,  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Walcott,  were 
appointed  by  Congress  to  superintend  the  funeral.  They 
were  directed  by  Congress  to  apply  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stillman, 
and  request  him  to  preach  a  funeral  sermon  on  the  occasion, 
which  he  did.  The  Assembly  and  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Pennsylvania,  were  specially  invited  to  attend  the  funeral, 
which  took  place  on  the  27th  day  of  March.  Congress 
attended  in  a  body,  the  members  with  a  crape  around  the 
arm,  which  was  worn  for  one  month.  In  the  death  of  Gov- 
ernor Ward  Congress  lost  one  of  its  most  honored  and  influ- 
ential members,  and  the  Colony  a  faithful  and  patriotic  dele- 
gate.   At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  in  the  sixty-first  year  of 
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his  age  ;  a  graduate  of  Harvard  University,  and  educated  a 
merchant.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  last  twenty  years  of 
his  life,  he  held  offices  of  honor  bestowed  upon  him  by  his 
fellow  citizens.  As  a  representative  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, as  Chief  Justice  and  Governor  of  the  Colony,  he  was 
respected  and  honored  because  he  dignified  the  offices  he 
held,  by  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties.  He  was  among 
the  earliest  and  firmest  friends  and  advocates  of  colonial 
rights.  He  had  a  most  decided  faith  in  the  final  result  of 
the  unequal  contest  between  the  colonies  and  Great  Britain. 
In  a  letter  to  his  family,  he  wrote,  "that  the  issue  of  this 
same  contest  will  be  the  establishment  of  our  libqrties,  I  as 
firmly  believe  as  I  do  my  existence."  At  a  later  date,  when 
all  hopes  of  an  adjustment  of  the  difficulties  had  ceased,  he 
writes :  "  My  anxiety  is  now  at  an  end.  I  am  no  longer 
worried  with  contradictory  resolutions,  but  feel  a  calm,  cheer- 
ful satisfaction  in  having  one  great  and  just  object  in  view, 
and  the  means  of  obtaining  it  certainly,  by  the  Divine  bless- 
ing, in  our  own  hands."  Such  sentiments  enabled  him  to 
endure  the  severe  mental  and  bodily  labor  4;o  which  he  was 
subjected  in  Congress.  In  a  letter  to  his  brother,  Henrys 
Ward,  then  Secretary  of  the  Colony,  he  thus  gives  vent  to 
his  feelings :  — 

I  have  traced  the  progress  of  this  unnatural  war  through  burning  towns, 
devastation  of  the  country,  and  every  subsequent  evil.  I  have  realized 
with  regard  to  myself,  the  bullet,  the  bayonet  and  the  halter,  and  compared 
with  the  immense  object  I  have  in  view,  they  are  less  than  nothing.  No 
man  living,  perhaps,  is  more  fond  of  his  children  than  I  am,  and  I  am  not 
so  old  as  to  be  tired  of  life,  and  yet  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  the  tenderest 
connections  and  the  most  important  private  concerns  are  very  minute  objects. 
Heaven  save  my  country,  I  was  going  to  say,  is  my  first,  my  last  and  almost 
my  only  prayer. 

Gov.  Ward,  for  many  years  before  his  death,  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  church.     He  lived  the 
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religion  he  professed.  It  gave  a  deeper  tint  to  his  patriot- 
ism, and  added  an  earnest,  consistent,  serious  devotedness  to 
the  cause  of  his  country  which  could  result  from  no  other 
cause.  His  body  was  interred  in  the  burial  place  of  the 
First  Baptist  church,  in  Philadelphia.  At  the  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  in  May,  1776,  the  following  resolutions 
were  passed :  — 

Whereas,  The  Hon.  Samuel  Ward,  Esq.,  late  a  delegate  for  this  Colony 
in  the  Continental  Congress,  hath  lately  deceased  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
in  testimony  of  the  respect  due  to  his  memory,  and  in  grateful  remem- 
brance of  his  public  services. 

Resolved,  That  his  executors  or  administrators  are  desired  as  soon  as 
may  be,  to  exhibit  to  this  Assembly  an  account  of  his  funeral  expenses 
for  payment. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  delegates  for  this  Colony  for 
the  time  being  be  instructed  to  erect  a  decent  tombstone  or  monument  of 
marble,  with  such  inscription  as  they  shall  think  suitable,  over  the  place 
where  his  body  hath  been  deposited,  at  the  expense  of  this  Colony. 

Such  a  monument  was  subsequently  erected.  In  the 
year  1860,  the  remains  of  Governor  Ward  were  removed  to 
Rhode  Island,  and  they  now  lie  interred  in  the  Colony  of  his 
birth,  made  a  free  State  by  the  patriotism  of  himself  and 
his  associates 

The  session  of  Congress  from  May,  1775,  was  a  contin- 
uous one  for  years.  Delegates  were  generally  appointed 
for  one  year,  from  the  time  of  their  election.  This  time  of 
election  varied  in  different  colonies.  As  often  as  the  term  of 
office  of  any  delegate  expired,  a  new  delegate  succeeded  him, 
or  there  was  a  re-appointment  of  the  old  delegate  for  another 
term.  As  the  delegates  from  this  Colony  were  elected  for 
one  year  from  the  meeting  of  this  Congress,  (May  10,  1775,) 
the  close  of  their  term  naturally  leads  to  a  pause,  and  a 
general  review  of  their  labors. 

The  journals  of  Congress  afford  very  scanty  materials  for 
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this  purpose.     Congress  sat  with  closed  doors.     Their  pro- 
ceedings generally  were  at  the  time  under  the  seal  of  secrecy. 
Little,  very  little  more  than  was  absolutely  necessary,  appears 
on  their  journals.     There  was  no  reason  to  hope  for  more, 
when  the  holding  of  the  Congress  had  been  denounced  as 
treasonable.     Enough  appears  to  warrant  the  belief,  that  the 
delegates  from   this  Colony  performed  their  full   share  of 
labor,  and  received  a  full  share  of  honor.     Hopkins  was 
appointed  in  June,  1775,  one  of  a  committee  of  seven,  to 
put  "the  militia  of  America  in  a  proper  state  for  the  defence 
of  America."     In  September,  Ward  was  one  of  a  committee 
of  five,  "to  take  into  consideration  the  memorial   of  the 
Commissary  General,  and  to  report  the  means  of  supplying 
the  army  with  provisions."     He  was  also  one  of  the  com- 
mittee on  accounts  and  claims,  which  required  much  time 
and  attention.     Hopkins  was  one  of  a  committee  of  five,  on 
the  dispute  between  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  western  boundary  of  Connecticut.     He  was  also 
one  of  the  committee  to  which  was  referred  application  of 
a  district  in  Nova  Scotia  to  be  admitted  into  the  union.     On 
the   18th  of  September,  Congress  appointed  a  secret  com- 
mittee to  contract  for  the  importation  of  five  hundred  tons 
of  gunpowder.       This   committee   was    afterwards   charged 
with  the  duty  of  importing  a  further  supply  of  powder,  salt- 
petre, sulphur  and  arms.     Mr.  Ward  was  one  of  this  com- 
mittee.    He  was  also  one  of  the  standing  committee  raised 
to  receive  applications  for  office  in  the  army,  and  to  examine 
into  the  qualifications  of  applicants.     Congress  appointed  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  number  of  cannon  requisite  for 
the  defence  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  devise  ways  and 
means  of  procuring  them.    Mr.  Hopkins  was  one  of  this  com- 
mittee, and  also  of  the  naval  or  marine  committee.    Ward  was 
appointed  in  March,   1776,  with  six  others,  to  report  the 
ways  and  means  of  raising  supplies  for  the  year,  over  and 
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besides  the  emission  of  bills  of  credit.  When  Congress 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Ward  generally 
presided  over  their  deliberations.  Of  the  numberless  mat- 
ters of  minor  importance  which  came  before  the  Congress, 
as  the  only  officers  that  controlled  the  united  efforts  of  the 
colonies,  very  many  were  entrusted  to  committees,  of  which 
one  or  both  of  this  Colony's  delegates  was  a  member. 


CHAPTER    II 

1776  TO  MAY,  1777. 


Form  of  government  in  Rhode  Island  not  affected  by  the  war — Act  requir- 
ing oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King  repealed — Earliest  action  of  the  kind* 
on  the  part  of  any  of  the  Colonies — Letter  respecting  from  Gov.  Cooke 
to  Stephen  Hopkins — Hopkins's  reply — Provision  of  Congress  for  the 
internal  government  of  the  Colonies — Stephen  Hopkins  and  William 
Ellery  elected  Delegates  to  Congress,  at  the  May  session  of  the  General 
Assembly — Commission — Remarks  concerning — Soul  liberty — Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  General  Assembly  as  a  Council  of  "War  during 
recess — Memorial  from  to  Congress,  respecting  the  retaining  in  the  Colony 
of  twenty  pieces  of  cannon — Letter  from  the  Delegates  to  Gov.  Cooke — 
Declaration  of  Independence — Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly 
respecting — Correspondence  between  the  Executive  and  Delegates — 
Return  of  Stephen  Hopkins  from  Philadelphia — Commodore  Esek  Hop- 
kins— Correspondence  between  the  Executive  and  William  Ellery — 
Census  of  Rhode  Island — Correspondence  continued — Loan  offices  estab- 
lished by  Congress — William  Bradford  elected  a  Delegate — Name  not 
mentioned  in  Journals  of  Congress — Henry  Marchant  elected  a  Dele- 
gate— First  law  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  in  March,  1777,  for 
the  election  of  Delegates — Correspondence — Sessions  of  Congress — 
Review  of  the  labors  and  honors  of  the  Delegates  from  Rhode  Island. 


The  form  of  government  of  this  Colony,  was  not  in  the 
least  affected  by  the  war  raging  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  colonies.  The  freemen  continued  to  elect  their  Gov- 
ernor, and  all  their  officers,  as  they  had  been  accustomed  to 
do  under  theu*  charter  for  more  than  one  hundred  years. 
Thus,  when  the  Governor  elected  by  the  people  in  May, 
1775,  refused  to  do  his  duty,  the  people  removed  him,  and 
appointed  another  in  his  place. 
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At  the  May  session,  1776,  the  Assembly  had  become 
impressed  with  the  impropriety  of  requiring  officers  of  the 
Colony  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  a  King,  against 
whose  troops  they  were  carrying  on  a  war.  On  the  4th  day 
of  that  month  they  therefore  passed  the  following  law  :  — 

An  Act  for  repealing  an  Act,  entitled,  "An  Act  for  the  more 
effectually  securing  to  His  Majesty  the  allegiance  of  his  subjects  in 
this  his  Colony,  and  dominion  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions," and  altering  the  forms  of  commissions,  of  all  writs  and  pro- 
cesses in  the  courts,  and  of  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law. 
"Whereas,  In  all  states  existing  by  compact,  protection  and  allegiance 
are  reciprocal,  the  latter  being  due  only  in  consequence  of  the  former ;  and 
"whereas,  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain,  forgetting  his  dignity, 
regardless  of  the  compact  most  solemnly  entered  into,  ratified  and  confirmed 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  by  his  illustrious  ancestors,  and  till  of 
late  recognized  by  him,  and  entirely  departing  from  the  duties  and  charac- 
ter of  a  good  king,  instead  of  protecting,  is  endeavoring  to  destroy  the  good 
people  of  this  Colony,  and  of  all  the  United  Colonies,  by  sending  fleets  and 
armies  to  America,  to  confiscate  our  property  and  spread  fire,  sword  and 
desolation  throughout  our  country,  in  order  to  compel  us  to  submit  to  the 
most  debasing  and  detestable  tyranny,  whereby  we  are  obliged  by  necessity, 
and  it  becomes  our  highest  duty,  to  use  ev'ery  means  with  which  God  and 
nature  have  furnished  us  in.  support  of  our  invaluable  rights  and  privileges, 
to  oppose  that  power  which  is  exerted  only  for  our  destruction. 

Be   it   tuerefore  exacted   by  this  General  Assembly,  and   by   the 
authority  thereof  it  is  enacted,  that  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  more 
effectual  securing  to  His  Majesty  the  allegiance   of  his  subjects   in   the 
Colony  and  dominion  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,"  be,  . 
and  the  same  is,  hereby  repealed. 

And  be  it  fltither  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the 
authority  thereof  it  is  enacted,  that  in  all  commissions  for  officers,  civil 
and  military,  and  in  all  writs  and  processes  in  law,  whether  original, 
judicial  or  executory,  civil  or  criminal,  wherever  the  name  and  authority 
of  the  King  is  made  use  of,  the  same  shall  be  omitted,  and  in  room  thereof 
the  name  and  authority  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  this  Colony  shall 
be  substituted  in  the  following  words  :  —  "  The  Governor  and  Company  of 
the  English  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations."  That 
all  such  commissions,  Avrits  and  processes  shall  be  otherwise  of  the  same 
form  and  tenor  as  they  heretofore  were.     That  the  courts  of  law  be  no 
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longer  entitled  nor  considered  as  the  King's  courts.  That  no  instrument 
in  writing  of  any  nature  or  kind,  whether  public  or  private,  shall  in  the 
date  thereof  mention  the  year  of  the  said  King's  reign  :  Provided,  never- 
theless, that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  render  void  or  vitiate  any 
commission,  writ,  process  or  instrument  heretofore  made  or  executed  on 
account  of  the  name  and  authority  of  the  said  King  being  therein  inserted. 

Then  follow  the  forms  of  oaths  prescribed  for  "  general 
officers,"  "deputies,"  "judges,"  "jurors,"  etc.,  etc.,  by  which 
said  officers  engage  "to  be  true  and  faithful  unto  this 
Colony." 

The  original  draft  of  this  act,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  is  in  the  hand -writing  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Arnold, 
then  one  of  the  "deputies,"  or  representatives  from  the  town 
of  Providence,  and  subsequently  a  delegate  from  this  State 
to  CoT^gress.  The  act  passed  the  House  of  Representatives, 
after  debate,  almost  unanimously,  there  being  only  six  votes 
against  it.  It  is  believed  to  be  the  earliest  vote  of  the  kind 
passed  by  any  of  the  colonies.  It  severed  the  connection 
between  Rhode  Island  and  the  British  crown,  and  the  English 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island  became  henceforth  a  sovereign  State. 

The  printed  schedules  of  the  proceedings  of  the  General 
Assembly  up  to  this  session,  bore  on  their  title  page  the 
arms  of  Great  Britain,  and  closed  with  the  formal  prayer, 
"  God  save  the  King."  In  the  printed  schedule  of  this  ses- 
sion, the  arms  of  Great  Britain  are  superseded  by  the  arms 
of  the  State,  supported  by  the  Goddess  of  Liberty  on  the 
one  side,  and  by  the  figure  of  an  Indian  on  the  other.  The 
motto,  "In  God  we  hope,"  waved  over  the  anchor,  and  under 
the  whole,  "  No  inquisition  court."  The  formal  prayer  for 
the  King  was  omitted.  Governor  Cooke  dispatched  a  copy 
of  this  act  of  the  General  Assembly  to  Gov.  Hopkins,  then 
in  Congress  with  a  letter,  from  which  the  folloAving  is  an 
extract :  — 
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Providence,  May  7,  1776. 

Sir  : — I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  inst., 
which  I  laid  before  the  General  Assembly,  Avho  appointed  a  committee  to 
take  it  into  consideration  and  prepare  instructions  to  the  delegates.  Depend- 
ency is  a  word  of  so  equivocal  a  meaning,  and  hath  been  used  for  such  ill  pur- 
poses, and  independency,  with  many  honest  and  ignorant  people  carrying 
the  idea  of  eternal  warfare,  the  committee  thought  it  best  to  avoid  making 
use  of  either  of  them.  The  instructions  you  will  receive  herewith,  passed 
both  houses  nemine  contradicente.  I  enclose  an  act  discharging  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  Colony  from  allegiance  to  the  British  King,  and  another  dis- 
missing Colonel  Babcock.  The  first  mentioned  act,  after  beiug  debated, 
was  carried  in  the  lower  house  almost  unanimously,  there  being  upwards 
of  sixty  members  present,  and  but  six  votes  against  it.  Towards  the  close 
of  the  session,  a  vote  passed  the  lower  house  for  taking  the  sense  of  the 
inhabitants  at  large  upon  the  question  of  independency.  The  upper  house 
were  of  the  opinion  that  although  a  very  great  majority  of  the  Colony  were 
perfectly  ripe  for  such  a  question,  yet,  upon  its  being  canvassed,  several 
towns  would  vote  against  it,  and  that  the  appearance  of  disunion  Avould  be 
injurious  to  the  common  cause,  and  represented  to  the  lower  house  that  it 
was  very  probable  the  subject  would  be  discussed  in  Cougress,  before  it 
would  be  possible  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Colony  in  the  proposed  way  and 
transmit  it  to  the  delegates,  in  which  case,  they  would  be  laid  under  the 
necessity  of  waiting  for  the  sentiments  of  their  constituents,  and  of  course 
the  Colony  would  lose  its  voice,  and  that  the  delegates  when  they  should 
receive  a  copy  of  the  act  renouncing  allegiance,  and  of  the  instructions, 
could  not  possibly  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  sense  of  the  General  Assembly  ; 
upon  which  the  subject  was  dropped. 

The  following  was  the  answer  returned  to  the  foregoing 
letter : — 

Philadelphia,  loth  May,  1776. 

Sir: — Your  favor  of  the  7th  of  May  I  have  received  and  the  papers 
enclosed  in  it.  I  observe  that  you  have  avoided  giving  me  a  direct  answer 
to  my  queries  concerning  dependence  or  independence,  however,  the  copy 
of  the  act  of  Assembly  which  you  have  sent  me,  together  with  your  instruc- 
tions, leave  me  little  room  to  doubt  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  Colony  I 
came  from.  I  suppose  it  will  not  be  long  before  this  Congress  will  throw 
off  all  connexion,  as  Avell  in  name  as  in  substance,  with  Great  Britain,*  as 
one  thing  after  another  seems  gradually  to  lead  them  to  such  a  step  ;  they 
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having  within  a  few  days  passed  a  resolve  earnestly  to  recommend  to  all 
the  colonies  who,  at  present,  are  not  under  a  perfect  form  of  government, 
to  take  up  and  form  such,  each  colony  for  itself,  which  I  make  no  doubt 
most  of  them  will  very  soon  do. 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Congress,  on  Saturday  last, 
passed  a  resolve  for  taking  into  Continental  pay,  the  two  Rhode  Island  bat- 
talions, which  resolve  I  herewith  enclose. 

A  letter  from  General  Washington  to  Congress,  warmly  recommending 
it  to  them  to  take  this  step  respecting  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  had 
great  influence  in  procuring  it  to  be  done.  I  could,  therefore,  wish  the 
Colony  in  a  handsome  manner  to  acknowledge  this  favor,  and  to  return 
thanks  to  the  General  for  his  good  offices  in  their  behalf. 

The  affair  which  you  mention  respecting  Block  Island,  I  shall  take  the 
first  opportunity  to  lay  before  Congress,  and  obtain  their  directions  concern- 
ing it. 

I  am  very  glad  you  have  given  me  a  colleague,  and  am  well  pleased 
with  the  gentleman  whom  you  have  appointed. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  Colony  appeared  so  very  unanimous  in 
the  late  election,  congratulate  you  in  your  choice  to  the  office  of  govern- 
ment, and  wish  that  every  part  of  the  Colony  would  forget  and  totally  ban- 
ish every  kind  of  jealousy  and  discord  from  among  them.  This  is  a  time 
when  the  very  great  dangers  that  all  America  is  exposed  to,  should  make 
every  body  sensible  that  the  most  firm  union  in  all  its  parts  should  be  care- 
fully studied  and  effected. 

I  herewith  send  you  commissions  for  all  the  officers  in  your  two  regi- 
ments, which  I  hope  you  will  cause  to  be  filled  up  so  as  to  give  the  gi'eatest 
satisfaction.  As  the  field  officers  will  be  appointed  or  at  least  approved  by 
Congress,  I  could  wish  that  you  will  transmit  to  me  the  names  of  such  gen- 
tlemen as  you  may  think  most  capable  to  fill  those  offices. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Yours  and  the  Colony's  very  humble  servant, 

STEPHEN  HOPKINS. 
To  Nicholas  Cooke,  Esq. 

The  letter  from  Governor  Hopkins  referred  to,  as  dated 
the  8th  of  May  (should  be  April),  is  not  on  file.  Its  loss  is 
the  more  to  be  deplored,  as  it  probably  contained  his  views 
on  Independency. 

Congress,  on  the  10th  of  May,  resolved,  "  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  respective  assemblies  and  conventions  of  the 
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United  Colonies,  where  no  government  sufficient  to  the 
exigencies  of  their  affairs  hath  been  hitherto  established,  to 
adopt  such  government  as  shall  in  the  opinion  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and 
safety  of  then*  constituents  in  particular,  and  America  in 
general."  On  the  15th  of  the  same  month,  they  ordered 
the  above  resolution  to  be  published,  with  the  following  pre- 
amble : — 

Whereas,  His  Britannic  Majesty,  in  conjunction  with  the  Lords  and 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  has,  by  a  late  Act  of  Parliament,  excluded  the 
inhabitants  of  these  United  Colonies  from  the  protection  of  his  crown  ;  and 
whereas,  no  answer  whatever  to  the  humble  petition  of  the  colonies  for 
redress  of  grievances  and  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain  has  been,  or  is 
likely  to  be  given,  but  the  whole  force  of  that  kingdom,  aided  by  foreign 
mercenaries,  is  to  be  exerted  for  the  destruction  of  the  good  people  of  these 
colonies  ;  and  whereas,  it  appears  absolutely  irreconcilable  to  reason  and 
good  conscience  for  the  people  of  these  colonies  now  to  take  the  oaths  or 
affirmations  necessary  for  the  support  of  any  government  under  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain,  and  it  is  necessary  that  the  exercise  of  any  authority 
under  the  said  crown  should  be  totally  suppressed  and  all  the  powers  of 
government  exerted,  under  the  authority  of  the  people  of  the  colonies  for 
the  preservation  of  internal  peace,  virtue,  and  good  order,  as  well  for  the 
defence  of  their  lives,  liberties  and  properties  against  the  hostile  invasions 
and  cruel  depredations  of  their  enemies ;  therefore,  resolved,  &c. 

This  resolution,  with  the  preamble,  falls  but  little  short  of 
a  declaration  of  absolute  independence.  The  necessity  of 
some  provision  for  the  internal  government  of  the  colonies, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  had 
before  this  attracted  the  attention  of  different  colonies.  As 
early  as  May  15,  1775,  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachu- 
setts addressed  a  letter  to  Congress  on  the  subject.  Congress 
in  reply  by  resolution  of  the  9th  of  June,  recommended  that 
the  provincial  convention  should  request  the  inhabitants  to 
choose  representatives,  and  that  the  representatives  so  chosen 
should  choose  Councillors,  and  that  the  Assembly  and  Coun- 
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cil  SO  chosen  should  exercise  the  powers  of  government, 
until  a  governor  of  His  Majesty's  appointment  will  consent 
to  govern  according  to  charter.  And  afterwards,  in  October 
following,  the  delegates  from  New  Hampshire  presented 
their  instructions,  "  to  obtain  the  advice  and  direction  of 
Congress  with  respect  to  the  method  of  our  administering 
justice  and  regulating  our  civil  police."  Congress  ad^dsed 
the  provincial  convention  of  New  Hampshire  to  call  a  full 
and  free  representation  of  the  people,  "  and  that  the  repre- 
sentatives establish  a  form  of  government  during  the  contin- 
uance of  the  present  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies."  Similar  advice  was  given  to  other  colonies  that 
applied  to  Congress  in  this  behalf.  These,  it  will  readily 
appear,  fall  far  short  of  the  recommendation  of  May  10, 
1776,  being,  by  their  terms,  only  for  temporary  purposes. 

At  the  same  May  session  of  the  General  Assembly  (1776), 
Stephen  Hopkins  and  William  Ellery,  of  Newport,  Avere 
elected  delegates  to  Congress.  They  were  elected  in  a  grand 
committee  of  both  houses  of  the  Assembly,  as  had  been  the 
immemorial  usage  in  the  election  of  Colony  officers.  Pre- 
vious elections  of  delegates  appear  to  have  been  made  by 
resolutions  passed  by  concurrent  vote  of  both  houses  of  the 
Assembly.  This  change  in  the  mode  of  election  would 
seem  to  imply  that  delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress 
were  recognized  among  the  necessary  permanent  officers  of 
the  new  sovereignty,  and  therefore,  to  be  elected  as  the 
other  officers  of  that  State.  The  instructions  are  embodied  in 
their  commission,  which  was  as  follows  :  — 

The  Governor  and  Co3ipant  of  the  English  Colony  of  Rhode  Island 

and  Providence  Plantations  in  General  Assembly  convened,  to  Stephen 

Hopkins  and  William  Ellery,  Esquires,  Greeting  : 

Whereas,  this  Assembly,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your 

abilities  and  integrity,  have  appointed  you,  the  said  Stephen  Hopkins  and 

William  Ellery,  delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  General  Congress. 
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You  are,  tlierefore,  hereby  empowered  to  join  with  the  delegates  of  the 
other  United  Colonies  in  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be,  or  at  such  other  time  and  place  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
major  part  of  the  delegates  from  the  said  colonies.  You  are  also  author- 
ized and  enipowered  to  consult  and  advise  with  the  delegates  of  the  said 
colonies,  upon  the  most  proper  measui'es  for  promoting  and  confirming  the 
strictest  union  and  confederation  between  the  said  United  Colonies,  for  exert- 
ing their  whole  strength  and  force  to  annoy  the  common  enemy,  and  to 
secure  to  the  said  colonies  their  rights  and  liberties,  both  civil  and  religious, 
whether  by  entering  into  treaties  with  any  prince,  state  or  potentate,  or  by 
such  other  prudent  and  effectual  ways  and  means  as  shall  be  devised  and 
agreed  upon,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  delegates  from  the  said  United 
Colonies,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  enter  into  and  adopt  such  measures  ; 
taking  the  greatest  care  to  secure  to  this  Colony,  in  the  strongest  and  most 
perfect  manner,  its  present  established  form,  and  all  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment so  far  as  relates  to  its  internal  police  and  conduct  of  our  own  affairs, 
civil  and  religious. 

You  are  also  instructed  and  directed  to  exert  your  utmost  abilities  in 
carrying  on  this  just  and  necessary  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  against 
our  cruel  and  unnatural  enemy,  in  the  most  vigorous  manner,  until  peace 
shall  be  restored  to  the  said  colonies,  and  their  rights  and  liberties  secured 
upon  a  solid  and  permanent  basis.  You  are  also  empowered  to  join  with 
the  major  part  of  the  delegates  of  the  said  United  Colonies,  in  adjourning 
from  time  to  time,  and  to  such  place  or  places,  as  shall  be  thought  proper, 
for  and  during  one  year.  You  have  it  in  express  charge  to  make  immedi- 
ate application  to  Congress  to  put  the  Colony  brigade  upon  the  Continental 
establishment,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  it  from  the  first  enlistment  of 
the  troops,  as  that  number  is  indispensably  necessary  for  the  defence  of  this 
Colony,  which  is  utterly  unable  to  support  them.  And  as  it  may  happen 
that  from  sickness  or  other  necessary  cause,  one  of  you  may  be  absent  from 
Congress,  in  such  case  the  other  is  hereby  as  fully  empowered  to  represent 
the  Colony  as  though  both  were  present  and  agreed  in  sentiment. 

In  behalf  of  the  General  Assembly,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  Colony  to  be  afiixed  this  sixth  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

NICHOLAS  COOKE,  Goverxor. 

By  his  Honor's  command,  Hexry  Ward,  Secretary. 

The  attention  of  the.  reader  is  particularly  requested  to 
the  terms  of  this  commission.     Hitherto  the  delegates  had 
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been  restricted  to  advisory  recommendations  to  the  colonial 
government,  to  be  adopted  and  carried  into  effect  by  them. 
The  circumstances  of  the  United  Colonies  in  May,  1776, 
required  that  Congress  should  possess  more  extensive  powers, 
and  the  ability  to  carry  them  out  without  the  action  of  colo- 
nial legislatures.  Such  power  was  by  this  commission  con- 
ferred on  the  delegates  of  Rhode  Island.  They  were  "  to 
consult  and  advise  with  the  delegates  from  the  other  colonies, 
upon  the  most  proper  measures  for  promoting  and  confii-m- 
ing  the  strictest  union  and  confederation"  betAveen  the  colo- 
nies, in  order  to  secure  the  exertion  of  the  w^hole  "force 
against  the  common  enemy,  and  to  secure  the  rights  of  the 
colonies,  civil  and  religious,"  "and  in  conjunction  with  the 
delegates  from  the  said  United  Colonies,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  to  enter  into  and  adopt  such  measures."  No  reference 
is  had  to  the  future  action  of  the  General  Assembly,  leav- 
ing it  to  Congress  to  determine  what  were  "the  most  proper 
measures,"  and  to  provide  for  carrying  them  into  effect.  To 
this  grant  of  power  there  is  one  limit,  and  a  most  important 
one,  in  these  words: — "Taking  the  greatest  care  to  secure  to 
this  Colony,  in  the  strongest  and  most  perfect  manner,  its 
present  established  form,  and  all  the  powers  of  government 
so  far  as  relates  to  its  internal  police  and  the  conduct  of  our 
affairs,  civil  and  religious." 

Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  early  history  of  Rhode 
Island  will  not  be  surprised  at  this  limit  to  the  powers  of  its 
delegates  in  Congress.  If  there  was  any  value  in  soul  lib- 
erty, any  truth  in  the  doctrines  adopted  by  the  Colony  in  the 
foundation  of  its  civil  government,  that  civil  magistrates 
have  authority  only  in  civil  things,  and  have  not  rightfully 
any  control  or  jurisdiction  in  matters  of  religion,  that  civil 
government  emanates  from  the  people  and  rests  only  on  the 
consent  of  the  governed,  the  General  Assembly  could  not 
leave  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colony  to  be  governed,  or  their 
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rights  controlled  or  in  any  way  afFectcd  within  the  Colony 
by  any  power  without  the  Colony,  or  not  originating  from 
them.  It  would  have  been  in  effect  an  abrogation  of  the 
sovereignty  that  the  Colony  had  assumed.  They  would 
never  have  been  pardoned  had  they  not  remembered,  that 
the  propagation  of  these  principles  had  subjected  their 
ancestors  to  persecution,  and  imperiled  the  very  existence 
of  the  Colony  in  times  past,  that  neighboring  governments 
embracing  and  maintaining  other  and  opposite  doctrines,  had 
always  opposed  this  Colony  for  avowing  and  adopting  them. 
Their  fathers  had  suffered  too  much  for  their  distinctive 
opinions  to  have  them  jeopardized.  So  long  as  these  opin- 
ions were  not  avowed  and  adopted  by  the  other  colonies, 
they  would  be  in  danger  if  the  other  colonies  were  admitted 
to  legislate  for  this  Colony.  Rhode  Island  was  earnest  for 
an  effective  union  of  all  the  colonies,  earnest  for  an  annual 
Congress  to  perfect  that  union,  earnest  for  a  confederation, 
and  equally  earnest  agaiiist  any  consolidation  of  the  colonies, 
and  earnestly  opposed  to  all  legislation  by  Congress  or  Par- 
liament, or  any  other  body  which  might  alter  "the  present 
established  form  and  all  the  powers  of  government  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  its  internal  police  and  the  conduct  of  its  own 
affairs,  civil  and  religious;"  in  fine,  anything  that  would 
affect  its  sovereignty. 

This  was  the  political  creed  of  Rhode  Island  in  1776.  It 
gave  color  to  all  proceedings  down  to  her  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

It  appears  from  the  letter  last  given  from  Governor  Hop- 
kins to  Governor  Cooke,  that  the  Colony  brigade  was  put 
on  the  Continental  establishment  on  the  11th  of  May,  1776, 
before  the  instructions  just  copied  reached  Philadelphia. 
General  Washington  used  his  influence  for  that  purpose, 
and  at  the  session  in  June,  the  General  Assembly  tendered 
him  their  thanks  for  his  interposition  on  that  subject. 
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At  the  Mfiy  session,  1776,  the  General  Assembly  appointed 
a  committee  "  to  inquire  what  wages  the  several  colonies  allow 
their  delegates  for  attending  on  the  Continental  Congress." 
There  is  no  report  on  file.  The  delegates  from  this  Colony 
continued,  from  time  to  time,  to  present  their  accounts  for 
services  and  expenses,  which  were  allowed  and  paid  after 
due  examination,  and  sometimes  after  a  long  delay. 

The  General  Assembly  almost  from  the  very  commence- 
ment of  the  troubles  with  Great  Britain,  was  accustomed  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  act  in  the  recess.  Such  committees 
generally  consisted  of  members  of  the  Assembly,  and  gen- 
erally other  members  not  specially  named,  were  authorized 
to  attend  the  meetings  of  this  committee.  Their  powers 
varied  at  different  times,  but  generally  they  were  little  more 
than  executive,  to  carry  out  the  plans  of  the  Assembly,  and 
to  act  as  a  council  of  war.  This  was  found  necessary, 
although  the  Assembly  held  a  session  almost  every  month 
in  the  year.  Such  a  committee  was  appointed  at  the  May 
session,  1776.  Between  that  session  and  the  one  in  the 
month  following,  this  committee  addressed  the  following 
memorial  to  Congress  :  — 

To  THE  Most  Honorable,  the  Delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  in 
Congress  assembled,  at  Philadelphia  :  — 

In  the  absence  of  the  Grovernor  and  Deputy  Governor,  Esek  Hopkins 
hath  applied  to  us  for  the  redelivery  of  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  which  he 
hath  lauded  in  this  Colony.  We  have  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
detain  them  until  your  honors  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances of  the  Colony,  not  doubting  but  that  upon  mature  consideration,  it 
would  be  thought  best  for  the  common  interest  to  permit  them  to  remain 
here.  We  beg  the  most  favorable  construction  of  the  measure,  and  assure 
your  honors  that  no  persons  living  are  more  sensible  of  the  necessity  of 
establishing  the  authority  of  Congress,  or  more  ready  to  pay  obedience 
to  it. 

Your  honors  have  doubtless  frequently,  with  pain,  reflected  upon  the 
unhappy  state  of  the  town  of  Newport,  which  was  entirely  defenceless, 
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surrounded  by  a  powerful  naval  armament,  and  daily  threatened  with  and 
in  danger  of  immediate  destruction,  for  it  was  incontestably  in  the  power  of 
the  British  fleet  to  destroy  it  at  pleasure.     In  this  situation  it  is  not  at  all 
strange,  that  near  a  third  of  the  inhabitants  removed,   and  that  a  majority 
of  the  remainder  were  induced  to  temporize  and  even  to  assume  an  appear- 
ance rather  unfriendly  to  the  united  colonies.     To  this  situation  alone,  is 
the  former  conduct  of  Newport  to  be  attributed,  and  not  to  the  want  of 
spirit  or  love  of  their  country.     In  this  state  of  affairs,  the  British  fleet 
quitted  the  harbor,  and  Commodore  Hopkins  most  providentially  arrived 
with  twenty-six  cannon  and  some  shot,  which  he  offered  to  the  town.    The 
inhabitants   elated   with  the   prospect   of  having  this   means   of  defence, 
assembled  in  a  full  town  meeting  and  immediately  entered  upon   it  with 
vigor.     This  decided  resolution  gave  every  friend  of  the  United  Colonies  a 
new  spring,  as  many  of  us  looked  upon  Newport  as  worse  than  lost  to  the 
common  cause.    Three  considerable  works  have  been  erected.    These  can- 
non have  been  with  great  expedition  mounted  on  carriages  and  placed  upon 
the  platforms,  and  the  town  of  Newport  is  now  capable  of  being  defended 
against  all  the  frigates  in  the  British  navy.     Fortifications  are  also  making 
at  Bristol  Ferry,  and  on  the  east  side  of  Rhode  Island,  which,  when  com- 
pleted,  will  effectually  secure   a  coinmunication   with   the   continent,  and 
enable  us  to  defend  that  most  valuable  island.     We  were  happy  in  the  idea 
of  having  put  a  total  stop  to  supplying  the  enemy,  of  destroying  the  very 
seeds  of  disaffection  in  the  Colony,   and  of  being  a  united  people.      We 
looked  upon  saving  the  town  of  Newport,  the  commanding  the  harbor,  in 
which,  from  its  easiness  of  access,  vessels  from  sea  may  find  a  quick  pro- 
tection under  the  cannon  of  the  forts,  and  which  will,  at  all  times,  afford  a 
safe  asylum  to  the  Continental  ships  and  to  privateers  and  their  prizes,  as 
well  as  to  other  vessels,  and  which,  by  means  of  the  works  now  erected, 
may  pass  in  and  out  in  spite  of  all  the  British  fleet,  as  objects  of  very  great 
importance  to  the  common  cause.     But  our  pleasing  prospects  are  greatly 
interrupted  by  the  order  to  deliver  twenty  of  these  cannon  to  Messrs.  Hol- 
lingsworth  and  Richardson,  to  be  transported  to  Philadelphia.     From  the 
face  of  it,  which  is  directed  to  the  Commodore,  and  in  his  absence,  to  Mr. 
Tillinghast,  it  appears  clearly  to  us  that  your  honors  thought  the  cannon 
were  barely  landed  here,  and  had  no  idea  of  their  being  fitted  Avith  car- 
riages and  planted  in  forts  erected  purposely  for  their  reception. 

We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  a  general  state  of  the  Colony,  to  the 
memorial  from  the  Assembly,  which  is  now  before  your  honors,  and  is  in 
no  degree  exaggerated,  by  which  you  will  be  able  to  judge  of  the  exposed 
situation  of  the  Colony,  of  its  great  exertions  for  the  common,  as  well  as 
our  defence,  and  of  the  utter  impossibility  of  our  defending  ourselves :  to 
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which  we  would  add,  that  there  are  now  in  the  Colony,  exclusive  of  those 
brought  by  the  Commodore,  but  twenty-four  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  being 
twenty-four  18-pounders.  The  Assembly  had  contracted  with  the  owners 
of  Furnace  Hope  for  sixty  more,  but  the  Commodore  having  brought 
twenty-six  heavy  cannon  into  the  Colony,  the  Assembly  consented  that  the 
cannon  for  the  Continental  ships  should  be  first  made,  as  the  owners  of  the 
furnace  could  not  possibly  supply  both  departments  in  season,  so  that  we 
have  yet  but  four  18-pounders  from  them,  nor  can  the  others  be  made  until 
a  long  time,  imless  a  stop  be  put  to  those  making  for  the  ships. 

We  are  informed  by  the  Commodore,  that  he  landed  thirty-six  heavy 
cannon  at  New  London,  which,  from  its  situation,  can  be  defended  with 
one-quarter  of  the  number  required  for  the  defence  of  the  bay,  town  and 
harbor  of  Newport ;  and  when  the  difference  of  the  towns  of  Newport  and 
New  London  in  point  of  number  of  inhabitants,  and  value  in  point  of 
importance  to  the  United  Colonies,  and  in  the  abilities  of  the  two  colonies, 
of  which  they  are  parts,  to  defend  them,  are  considered,  we  think  it  will 
not  admit  of  a  doubt  from  which  place  the  twenty  cannon  wanted  will  be 
removed. 

We  beg  leave  also  to  mention  to  your  honors  some  of  the  probable  con- 
sequences of  depriving  us  of  these  cannon.  All  the  disaffected,  all  the 
lukewarm,  and  all  the  timid,  cry  out  that  this  Colony  hath  been  totally 
neglected  by  Congress,  while  every  other  colony  that  is  exposed,  is  defended 
by  the  Continental  troops,  which  the  most  hearty  in  the  common  cause  can- 
not deny.  This,  with  the  dangerous  situation  of  the  town  of  Newport, 
the  capital  of  the  Colony,  containing  upwards  of  thirteen  hundred  dwelling 
houses,  and  between  nine  and  ten  thousand  souls,  hath  produced  a  very 
great  division  and  was  near  overthrowing  the  administration,  which  had 
so  greatly  exerted  the  force  of  the  Colony.  The  blow,  however,  was 
averted,  and  the  most  seasonable  arrival  of  these  cannon,  with  the  decisive 
resolution  of  the  town  of  Newport,  hath  given  union,  spirit  and  vigor  to 
the  Colony.  Take  them  from  us  and  we  cannot  answer  for  the  event.  The 
town  of  Newport  and  the  island  of  Rhode  Island  are  lost.  A  small  part 
of  that  army  now  at  Halifax  may,  in  their  way  to  the  westward,  effect 
their  destruction,  without  being  detained  three  days.  It  will  be  impossible 
for  the  inhabitants  to  defend  themselves.  They  will  not  even  attempt  it. 
There  is  danger  that  those  people  who  are  so  desirous  of  reconciliation 
with  Great  Britain  upon  any  terms,  Avill  gain  the  ascendancy,  and  of  the 
Colony  being  lost  to  America.  Leave  us  the  cannon,  we  can  save  New- 
port, which  hath  been  induced  in  consequence  of  their  arrival  to  take  such 
steps  as  must  bring  upon  them  the  British  arms,  and  who  will  be  most 
cruelly  treated  in  being  deprived  of  them.     We  can  keep  possession  of 
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Rhode  Island,  which  is  of  great  consequence  to  the  inhabitants  and  trade 
of  Taunton  and  Swanzey  rivers,  and  we  shall  be  a  united  people,  ready 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes  to  support  the  measures  of  Congress. 

We  submit  this  representation  to  your  honors,  which  will  be  delivered 
to  you  by  John  Collins,  Esq.,  the  first  assistant  in  this  Colony,  to  whom 
we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  further  iiiformation,  not  in  the  least  doubting 
that  upon  full  inquiry  and  deliberation,  your  honors  will  consent  that  the 
cannon  remain  here,  until  we  can  be  otherwise  supplied. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  such  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
as  could  be  conveniently  convened. 

By  HENRY  AVARD,  Secretary. 

Providence,  May  20,  1776. 

The  order  here  referred  to  for  the  removal  of  these  can- 
non, was  undoubtedly  the  resolution  passed  by  Congress  on 
the  7th  of  May,  1776,  "that  twenty  of  the  heaviest  cannon 
taken  by  Commodore  Hopkins  at  New  Providence,  and 
brought  from  thence  to  New  London  and  since  carried  to 
Newport,  be  brought  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  *  *  for  the 
defence  and  protection  of  said  city."  This  memorial  was 
read  in  Congress  on  the  29th  of  May,  and  on  the  following 
day  Congress  ordered  six  of  the  cannon  at  Newport,  and 
fourteen  of  those  at  New  London  to  be  sent  to  Philadelphia. 

The  following  letter  from  the  delegates  is  inserted,  as  con- 
taining some  interesting  particulars  :  — 

Philadelphia,  June  8, 177G. 

Sir  :  — The  correspondence  between  the  Colony  and  its  delegates,  which 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  Ward,  and  the  great  inconvenience  which  attends  Mr. 
Hopkins  in  writing,  hath  for  some  time  past  been  interrupted,  we  wish 
might  be  resumed. 

Mr.  Hopkins  gave  the  earliest  notice,  by  express,  that  our  brigade  was 
put  under  the  Continental  establishment ;  and  John  Collins,  Esq.,  informed 
the  Assembly  of  the  determination  of  Congress  respecting  the  cannon 
which  were  landed  at  Newport  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Conti- 
nental navy.  Since  that,  the  Congress  have  ordered  six  thousand  of  the 
militia  to  reinforce  the  army  in  Canada,  and  keep  up  a  communication 
with  that  province. 
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Massachusetts  is  requested  to  furnish  of  their  militia  for  that 

purpose,  four  battalions,       -  -  -  _         3,000 

Connecticut,  two  battalions,  -  -  -  1,500 

New  Hampshire,  one  battalion,  -  .  -  750 

New  York,  one  battalion,    -  -  -  -  750 

To  reinforce  the  army  at  New  York,  there  are  ordered  of  the 

militia,  -  -  -  -  -       13,800 

Massachusetts  is  requested  to  furnish  thereof,  -  2,000 

Connecticut,  _  -  _  .  _         5,500 

New  York,  .  .  -  .  -  3,000 

New  Jersey,  ....  -         3,300 

A  flying  camp  is  ordered  to  be  formed,  to  consist  of  ten  thousand  militia, 
and  to  be  furnished  as  follows  : 

Pennsylvania,  .....         6,000 

Maryland,  -  -  -  .  -  3,400 

Delaware  government,  ....  600 

The  Congress  have  empowered  General  "Washington  to  employ 

in  Canada,  Indians,  ....         2,000 

John  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Tompkins  are  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  two  ships  built  in  Providence,  but  which  of  the  ships  they  are  respec- 
tively to  command,  is  not  yet  determined,  when  it  is  we  shall  give  you 
notice  thereof,  as  well  as  of  every  thing  of  importance  which  passes  the 
Congress.  Please  to  desire  the  committee  appointed  to  build  the  ships  in 
Providence,  to  transmit  to  the  marine  committee  of  Congress  the  names  of 
the  lieutenants  and  other  officers  they  have  appointed,  in  order  that  they 
may  receive  their  commissions. 

By  letters  from  Canada  to  Congress,  it  appears  that  our  affiiirs  there  are 
in  a  bad  situation.  General  Arnold,  in  a  letter  of  the  27th  of  May  last, 
informs  that  iive  hundred  of  our  troops  were  taken  prisoners,  at  a  place 
above  Montreal,  called  the  Cedars,  \\y  fifty  regulars,  three  hundred  Cana- 
dians and  two  hundred  and  fifty  Indians.  We  lost  only  ten  privates  and 
not  one  officer.  General  Arnold  writes  that  as  soon  as  he  had  intelligence 
of  this  defeat,  he  collected  a  body  of  men  and  determined  to  attack  the 
enemy,  but  he  could  not  get  his  battery  ready  early  enough  for  his  pur- 
pose ;  and  that  he  had  agreed  with  the  commander  of  the  enemy's  forces, 
to  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  officer  for  officer,  and  man  for  man.  Foster, 
who  commanded  a  part  of  the  enemy,  when  he  became  acquainted  with 
Arnold's  design  to  attack  him,  told  him  with  seeming  concern,  that  if  he 
did  attack  him  his  Indians  would  immediately  destroy  every  prisoner,  that 
it  would  be  out  of  his  power  to  prevent  it,  &c.,  &c.  This  did  not  check 
General  Arnold,  but  it  seems  that  his  batteaux  not  being  able  to  get  to  him 
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seasonably,  put  a  stop  to  his  design.  We  are  at  loss  how  to  account  for 
this  capture  of  our  men,  by  a  body  but  little  superior  to  them  in  numbers  ; 
in  our  detachment  were  Major  Sherburne  and  another  major,  and  nine  or 
ten  captains. 

Two  privateers  fitted  out  from  this  place,  have  taken  three  valuable  ships 
bound  to  England  from  Jamaica.  One  of  the  privateers  hath  arrived  at 
Egg  harbor,  and  sent  to  this  city  by  land,  $24,800  ;  the  other  privateer 
with  the  prizes  was  bound  to  Bedford. 

We  are,  with  great  respect, 

Your  honors  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

STEPHEN  HOPKINS, 
WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
To  Governor  Cooke,  Rhode  Island. 

John  B.  Hopkins,  son  of  Esek  Hopkins,  Commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  was  commissioned 
captain  of  the  Warren,  the  larger  of  these  ships,  having 
thirty-two  guns,  and  Samuel  Tompkins  captain  of  the  ship 
Providence,  of  twenty-eight  guns  ;  but  Tompkins  was  soon 
superseded  by  Abraham  Whipple.  Benjamin  Tallman  was 
master  builder  of  the  Warren,  which  was  launched  on  the 
14th  of  May,  1776,  and  Sylvester  Bowers,  master  builder  of 
the  Providence,  launched  May  24.  They  were  not  ready  for 
sea  until  late  in  October. 

The  repulse  at  "The  Cedars,"  terminated  the  attempt  to 
conquer  Canada.  A  detachment  that  was  captured  while 
on  their  march  to  reinforce  M^jor  Butterworth  at  the  Cedars, 
were  principally,  if  not  entirely,  Khode  Island  troops,  under 
Major  Henry  Sherburne.  This  detachment  numbered  about 
one  hundred  men.  Major  Sherburne,  after  his  exchange, 
continued  in  the  army  until  the  restoration  of  peace,  having 
received  the  appointment  of  colonel.  He  was  employed  by 
the  State  after  peace  to  settle  the  accounts  between  this 
State  and  the  United  States,  and  w^as  General  Treasurer  of 
the  State  from  1792  to  1818. 

The  delegates  appointed  by  this  Colony  in  May,  united 
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with  the  delegates  of  the  other  colonies  in  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  The  importance  of  this  measure  induced 
Gov.  Cooke  to  call  a  special  session  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, to  convene  on  Thursday,  July  18th.  The  first  business 
done  was  the  passing  of  the  following  resolution :  — 

This  Assembly,  taking  into  the  most  serious  consideration  the  resolutions 
of  the  most  Honorable  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  of  the  4th  instant,  declaring  the  said  States  free  and  independent 
States,  do  approve  the  said  resolution  ;  and  do  most  solemnly  engage  that 
we  will  support  the  said  General  Congress  Avith  our  lives  and  foi'tunes. 

They  then  directed  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
their  resolution  approving  the  same,  to  be  published  the 
following  day  in  Newport,  in  presence  of  the  Assembly. 
They  were  publicly  read  from  the  balcony  of  the  State 
House,  by  Capt.  Charles  Handy,  who,  on  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  Independence,  read  the  same  documents  from  the 
same  place.  They  were  also  directed  to  be  published  in 
Providence  on  the  25th  of  July,  in  such  manner  as  the 
Deputy  Governor  should  appoint,  and  also  to  be  read  at  the' 
usual  town  meetings  in  August. 

The  Declaration  of  Independence  was,  at  the  March  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly,  entered  on  the  public  records 
of  the  State,  pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress, 
in  a  resolution  passed  on  the  18th  of  January,  17.77. 

Gov.  Cooke  to  S.  Hopkins  and  W.  Ellery. 

Providence,  August  13th,  1776. 
Gentlemen:  —  Your  favor  of  the  27th  of  July  is  now  before  me,  and 
in  answer  thereto  would  observe,  that  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  pro- 
cure a  list  of  the  vacancies  in  the  brigade,  but  will  endeavor  to  send  it  you 
by  the  next  post.  The  field  officers  for  the  first  regiment  are  :  William 
Richmond,  colonel,  Joseph  Hoxsie,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Caleb  Gardner, 
major  ;  for  the  second  regiment :  Christopher  Lippitt,  colonel,  Adam  Com- 
stock,  lieutenant-colonel,  the  office  of  major  vacant,  Christopher  Olney 
being  appointed,  but  declined  serving.  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  you  will 
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endeavor,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  procure  the  appointment  of  a  brigadier- 
general  ;  as  also  a  resolve  of  Congress  in  favor  of  the  inoculation  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  brigade. 

I  enclose  you  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  regulating  inoculation 
throughout  the  Colony.  A  hospital  for  that  purpose  is  established  in  this 
town,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Barnard,  of  the  Jerseys ;  the  first  class, 
consisting  of  about  one  hundred,  entered  yesterday. 

Since  my  last,  two  very  valuable  prize  ships  have  arrived  here,  taken  by 
the  sloop  Diamond,  Captain  AYilliam  Chace,  laden  with  sugar,  coffee,  cot- 
ton, &c.,  as  also,  a  bark  laden  with  gum  and  sugar,  taken  by  the  sloop 
Montgomery,  Captain  Daniel  Bucklin.  Captain  Harris,  arrived  at  New- 
port, informs  that  last  Thursday  he  saw  one  hundred  and  three  sail  of  ships 
S.  E.  by  S.  from  Nantucket  Shoals,  fifteen  leagues  distant,  standing  W. 
N.  W.,  seventeen  of  which  appeared  to  be  men  of  war,  supposed  to  be  fleet 
with  the  foreign  troops  bound  to  New  York. 
I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

NICHOLAS  COOKE. 

Honorable  S.  Hopkins  and  W.  Ellery,  Esqs. 

Governor  Cooke  to  S.  Hopkins  and  W.  Ellery. 

Providence,  August  27,  1776. 
Gentlemen  : — Some  difficulties  respecting  the  brigade,  have  prevented 
the  General  Assembly  from  recommending  suitable  persons  for  field  officers 
to  Congress,  and  appointing  the  other  officers,  until  the  last  session.  They 
recommended  the  following  gentlemen :  for  the  first  regiment,  William 
Richmond,  colonel,  Caleb  Gardner,  lieutenant-colonel,  Benjamin  Tallman, 
major  ;  for  the  second  regiment :  Christopher  Lippitt,  colonel,  Adam  Com- 
stock,  lieutenant-colonel,  James  Tew,  major. 

The  Assembly  have  ordered  the  brigade  to  be  paid  to  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember, and  requested  me  to  write  to  you,  to  use  your  endeavors  to  pro- 
cure as  soon  as  may  be,  the  appointment  of  a  paymaster  to  the  brigade, 
which  you  will  accordingly  do. 

By  the  next  post  shall  transmit  an  account  of  the  affiiirs  of  the  brigade, 
together  with  a  list  of  the  prisoners  in  this  State. 
In  the  meantime,  I  am,  with  great  esteem, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

NICHOLAS  COOKE. 
Hon.  S.  Hopkins  and  W.  Ellery,  Esq. 
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The  officers  recommended  by  the  General  Assembly  were 
confirmed  by  Congress  on  the  7th  of  September,  1776.  On 
the  same  day  Congress  ordered  the  battalion  commanded  by 
Colonel  Lippitt,  to  march  to  New  York,  unless  the  other 
battalion  had  already  started  for  that  place.  They  had,  on 
September  3,  ordered  one  of  them  without  specifying  which, 
to  march  to  New  York,  and  recommended  to  the  Assembly 
of  Massachusetts  to  send  a  battalion  of  their  militia  to  Rhode 
Island  in  its  place. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Ellery. 

PUILADELPHIA,  Sept.  7,  1776. 

Sir:  —  As  Mr.  Hopkins  expects  that  the  post  will  get  to  Providence 
before  him,  he' hath  left  Avith  me  the  second  and  third  of  exchange  drawn 
by  Andrew  Caldwell,  Treasurer,  upon  I.  Philip  Moon,  A.  Mercer,  I.  Don- 
aldson, and  Mr.  Erskin,  Esq.,  owners  of  the  privateers  Congress  and 
Chance,  New  England,  in  favor  of  you  and  others,  a  committee  for  build- 
ing the  two  frigates  at  Providence,  for  thirty-seven  thousand  five  hundred 
Continental  dollars,  value  received  of  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  and  hath 
requested  me  to  transmit  to  you  one  of  the  bills  by  the  post,  and  to  keep 
the  other.  Agreeably  to  his  request,  I  now  enclose  you  the  second  of 
exchange,  the  first  bill  he  hath  with  him,  and  wish  it  may  go  safe. 

Mr.  Hopkins  tells  me,  that  he  doth  not  propose  to  return  to  Congress 
until  spring,  if  ever.  It  is  therefore  necessary  that  an  additional  delegate 
should  be  immediately  appointed  ;  for  otherwise,  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
&c.,  may  be  unrepresented,  which  might  be  attended  with  pernicious  con- 
sequences to  us.  I  may  fall  sick,  and  may  not  be  able  to  attend  Congress 
when  some  matter  may  be  brought  upon  the  carpet  which  wiU  immediately 
relate  to  our  State,  not  to  mention  that  if  the  delegates  were  here,  they 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  relax  now  and  then  from  that  constant  atten- 
tion which,  if  one  delegate  only  should  be  continued  here,  he  would  be 
obliged  to  give,  unless  he  should  leave  the  State  unrepresented  in  Congress, 
which  I  am  determined  not  to  do  let  Avhat  will  be  the  consequence  ;  and  a 
constant  attendance  on  Congress  for  nine  months  without  any  relaxation  is 
too  much  even  for  a  robust  constitution.  Besides  it  is  necessary  that 
motions  should  be  made  and  supported,  in  which  case  the  advantage  of 
having  two  on  the  same  side  is  manifest.  In  causes  of  no  great  importance 
it  is  common  to  engage  two  lawyers,  and  the  vulgar  observation  that  two 
heads  are  better  than  one,  is  just.     Can,  then,  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
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hesitate  about  immediately  appointing  an  additional  delegate.  I  am  sure 
it  cannot.  I  should  be  exceedingly  glad  that  Governor  Hopkins  might 
return,  for  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  mode  of  conducting  business,  and 
is  well  esteemed  in  Congress,  and  I  have  reason  to  think  from  what  hath 
passed  that  we  should  act  in  concert  and  in  harmony  ;  but  if  he  should 
conclude  not  to  return  it  would  be  best  that  two  should  be  immediately 
appeinted,  for  matters  of  great  consequence  will  be  on  the  carpet ;  in  the 
multitude  of  council  is  safety  ;  and  in  that  case  the  delegates  might  alter- 
nately visit  home,  brace  up  their  relaxed  minds  and  bodies  by  a  journey 
and  by  enjoying  their  native  air,  and  thereby  be  better  able  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  their  office. 

There  is  nothing  against  our  State's  appointing  three  delegates  but  the 
expenses,  and  if  the  amount  of  the  allowance  to  the  two  delegates  and 
their  expenses  for  one  year  be  summed  up,  and  compared  Avith  Avhat  would 
be  the  amount  of  the  expense  to  the  State  of  three  delegates,  at  five  dollars 
per  day,  I  believe  the  difference  will  be  found  to  be  but  trifling,  but  if  it 
should  be  something  coi  siderable,  I  am  sure  the  benefits  resulting  to  the 
State  therefrom  would  compensate  for  any  such  additional  expense.  If  a 
confederacy  should  hereafter  take  place,  "a  Council  of  State"  would  doubt- 
less be  appointed,  in  which  case  our  State  would  have  only  one  delegate  to 
support  constantly ;  the  other  two,  if  three  should  be  appointed,  Avould  be 
present  only  a  small  part  of  the  year,  when  the  Congress  should  sit. 

Mr.  Hopkins  will  acquaint  you  with  the  news,  and  the  state  of  our 
armies,  &c.,  &c.,  so  that  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  in  not  saying  anything 
on  those  subjects.  The  same  reason  will  excuse  my  not  writing  to  the 
Assembly  by  this  post.  I  wrote  a  letter  to  send  by  the  last  post,  but 
unluckily  the  post  had  set  out  before  my  letter  reached  the  office.  Con- 
gress have  ordered  one  of  our  battalions  lo  New  York,  and  its  place  to  be 
supplied  with  a  battalion  of  militia  from  Massachusetts.  It  was  moved  at 
first  that  both  the  battalions  should  be  ordered  thither.  I  opposed  the 
motion  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  and  think  we  have  come  off  pretty  well. 
I  expect  that  if  our  affairs  at  New  York  should  take  an  ill  turn,  that  the 
other  battalion  will  be  ordered  from  our  State,  for  it  is  the  sentiment  of 
Congi-ess  tliat  the  Continental  battalions  should  be  drawn  together,  for  that 
greater  reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  them  than  a  militia,  unaccustomed  to 
discipline  and  the  hardships  of  a  camp, — and,  indeed,  the  liberties  of  the 
•  country,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  be  established  but  by  a  large  standing  army. 
Heartily  wishing  success  to  our  cause  and  to  you,  sir,  and  your  family, 
health  and  prosperity,  I  continue  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  yours, 

W.  ELLERY. 
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The  direction  of  this  letter  is  missing.  There  can  be  little 
doubt  that  it  was  directed  to  Governor  Cooke,  as  the  origi- 
nal is  found  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Hopkins  left  Philadelphia  soon  after  the  date  of  this 
letter.  His  name  does  not  afterwards  appear  in  the  journals 
of  Congress.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  vote  of  censure 
passed  by  Congress  in  August,  on  the  official  conduct  of  his 
brother,  Commodore  Esek  Hopkins,  may  have  hastened  his 
departure,  and  perhaps  the  subsequent  action  of  Congress 
against  the  Commodore,  may  have  induced  him  not  to  return. 
Sectional  feelings  sometimes  prevailed  even  in  those  days  in 
Congress. 

"William  Ellery  to  Goyerxor  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  14th,  1776. 

Sir  : — Agreeably  to  the  resohition  of  the  State  of  Ehode  Island,  &c., 
my  colleague  and  I  made  application  to  Congress,  and  received  an  order 
on  the  Treasury  for  one  hundred  twenty  thousand  dollars,  partly  to  pro- 
cure, &c.,  a  monument  for  the  late  Honorable  Samuel  "Ward,  Esq.,  and 
partly  for  my  own  use  ;  for  the  whole  of  which  I  promise  to  be  responsible 
to  said  State.  I  should  not  have  taken  any  of  the  money  to  my  own  use, 
could  I  have  been  supplied  from  home  without  risk  ;  but  as  the  chance  of 
a  loss  may  soon  be  great,  and  indeed  the  commimication  by  the  North 
river  may  be  intercepted,  and  it  will  make  no  great  difference  to  the  State 
whether  two  hundred  dollars  are  advanced  to  one  of  their  delegates  or  not, 
I  hope  my  conduct  in  this  instance  will  not  be  blamed. 

By  a  resolve  of  Congress,  there  is  ordered  a  paymaster  for  each  battalion 
in  the  Continental  service.  I  know  not  whom  to  recommend  as  paymaster 
to  the  battalion  ordered  to  New  York  :  nor  do  I  know  whom  to  recommend 
as  surgeon  to  it.  I  shall  recommend  a  paymaster  and  surgeon  for  the  bat- 
talion that  shall  remain  at  Newport,  when  it  shall  be  known  which  of  the 
battalions  hath  marched  to  New  York.  At  present  it  is  to  me  uncertain  ; 
for  the  President  first  required  the  commanding  officer  to  order  one  of  the 
battalions  to  New  York  ;  and  afterwards,  when  it  was  known  that  the 
field  ofiicers  were  not  commissionated,  they  were  ordered  by  Congress  to 
be  commissionated,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Assembly,  and 
the  second.  Colonel  Lippitt's  battalion,  is  ordered  to  march  to  New  York 
provided  the  first  should  not  have  marched  before  the  arrival  of  the  last 
direction  of  Congress. 
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L  should  be  glad  to  know  wlieu  the  battalions  and  artillery  company 
raised  in  our  Colony  were  enlisted,  and  for  what  time,  and  what  the  whole 
nuinber  of  our  militia  was  before  the  war  commenced,  and  also  the  num- 
ber of  Avhitc,  black,  and  Indian  inhabitants  of  our  State.  I  hope  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  will  not  neglect  to  appoint  an  additional  delegate  at  their 
first  session  after  the  receipt  of  this.  The  reasons  for  such  an  appointment 
I  suggested  in  a  private  letter  to  your  honor,  and  have  not  time  now  to 
mention  them.  Indeed,  s5  many,  so  obvious  and  so  cogent  are  they,  that 
they  will  readily  offer  themselves  to  every  member  and  induce  them  to  come 
into  this  necessary  measure.  I  could  wish  that  a  certain  sum  by  the  day 
might  be  speedily  fixed  upon  for  the  delegates  of  our  State,  for  it  is  very 
troublesome  and  disagreeable  to  keep  an  account  of  every  expense  which 
accrues,  and  a  lumping  account,  I  imagine,  would  not  be  satisfactory  to  the 
Assembly. 

A  considerable  number  of  the  enemy  have  landed  at  Moutrozer's  Island, 
which  lies  at  the  mouth  of  the  Harlem  river,  and  it  is  supposed  that  they 
mean  to  land  at  Harlem  or  Maurisania,  or  both. 

Captain Weeks,  in  a  Continental   armed   ship,   hath   arrived  here 

from  Martinico,  and  imported  two  tons  of  powder,  and  four  hundred  and 
fifty  small  arms,  and  some  coarse  goods. 

The  Northern  army  is  so  respectable  that  we  are  not  afraid  of  irruption 
into  our  States  by  the  lakes,  and  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  maintain  our 
posts  at  and  near  New  York,  if  General  Washington  should  think  proper 
to  keep  any  troops  in  that  city. 

I  heartily  congratulate  our  State  upon  the  success  of  our  privateers,  and 
wishing  that  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  congratulating  them  very  soon 
upon  a  victory  over  our  haughty,  implacable  enemies.  I  continue  to  be, 
with  great  respect. 

Your  lienor's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

W.  ELLERY. 

The  General  Assembly,  at  their  special  session,  July  18, 
appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  Congress  with  a  draft  in 
behalf  of  the  State  for  $12,000,  on  account  of  moneys  due 
for  the  expense  of  the  brigade,  which  had  been  raised  and 
taken  into  Continental  pay. 

One  can  in  some  degree  imagine  the  amount  of  business 
which  at  this  time  must  have  engaged  the  time  and  attention 
of  Congress,  when  the  appointment  either  of  a  paymaster 
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or  a  surgeon  of  a  battalion  could  not  be  made  except  by  that 
body.  Nor  even  then  until  after  the  qualification  of  the 
applicant  had  been  satisfactorily  shown,  to  one  at  least  of 
the  members. 

In  June,  1776,  the  Assembly  ordered  a  census  of  the 
inhabitants  to  be  taken,  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation 
of  Congress.  From  a  report  made  of  the  division  of  the 
salt  in  the  Colony  among  the  towns  according  to  their 
population,  as  ascertained  by  the  census  in  June,  the  whole 
number  of  inhabitants  in  the  State  was  54,715. 

William  Ellery  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  21st,  1776. 

Sir  : — Congress  have  ordered  a  new  army  to  be  raised,  to  consist  of 
eighty-eight  battalions,  each  State  to  furnish  as  follows  :  New  Hampshire, 
three ;  Massachusetts,  fifteen ;  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  two  ;  Connecticut, 
twelve  ;  Lower  Counties,  one  ;  Maryland,  eight ;  Virginia,  fifteen  ;  North 
Carolina,  nine  ;  South  Carolina,  six  ;  and  Georgia,  one,  to  serve  during 
the  war  ;  and  to  encourage  a  speedy  enlistment  have  ordered  a  bounty  of 
twenty  dollars  for  each  soldier  that  shall  enlist,  and  a  grant  of  land,  &c., 
&c.  The  resolve  of  Congress  respecting  the  new  army,  and  the  new  arti- 
cles of  war,  will  be  transmitted  to  you  ;  but,  as  it  is  possible,  they  may 
not  reach  you  so  soon  as  a  letter  by  the  post,  I  have,  therefore,  been  more 
particular  than  I  should  otherwise  have  been. 

The  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  have  ordered  every  fifth  man  to  march 
to  reinforce  the  army  near  New  York,  from  all  their  towns  except  those 
which  from  their  situation  are  exposed  to  the  enemy,  and  from  which  the 
batte^lion  is  to  be  composed  that-  is  to  supply  the  place  of  the  Continental 
battalion  ordered  from  Newport  to  New  York. 

I  wish  they  may  arrive  at  camp  before  a  decisive  battle  is  fought.  You 
have  heard,  without  doubt,  of  a  skirmish  between  a  party  of  our  troops 
and  a  party  of  the  enemy,  and  that  our  troops  drove  them  repeatedly  from 
their  ground  and  forced  them  to  retreat.  It  was  the  intention  of  General 
Washington  to  have  served  the  enemy  as  they  did  us  at  Long  Island.  He 
ordered  a  party  to  attack  them  in  front,  while  another  party  should  march 
round  and  attack  them  in  the  rear  ;  but  it  so  happened  that  they  attacked 
them  in  flank.  However,  our  men  behaved  like  heroes,  killed  about  twenty 
or  thirty,  and  Wounded  three  times  that  number,  according  to  an  account 
given  by  a  deserter. 
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Our  loss  would  have  been  trifling  if  we  had  not  lost  Colonel  Knowlton, 
of  Connecticut,  who  was  a  brave  officer.  We  had  but  a  few  men  killed, 
and  a  few  slightly  wounded. 

Although  the  action,  in  itself  considered,  is  but  of  little  moment,  yet 
considering  the  spirit  it  hath  infused  into  our'  army,  it  may  be  attended 
with  the  most  happy  consequences. 

The  enemy  have  moved  eight  large  ships  up  the  North  river  against  our 
encampment,  and  are  moving  some  heavy  cannon  towards  it,  so  that  Gen- 
eral. Washington  expects  soon  to  be  cannonaded  in  front  and  flank.  He  is 
determined  to  keep  his  post  so  long  as  he  can  with  prudence. 

We  have  had  nothing  lately  from  the  Northern  army  ;  when  we  have  I 
will  communicate  it,  if  if  can  be  done  with  honor.  I  would  wish  to  know 
whether  any  of  the  hemp  purchased  for  the  Continental  ships  in  Providence 
hath  been  applied  to  making  rigging  for  privateers,  and  whether  any  num- 
ber of  soldiers  have  quitted  the  battalions  in  our  State  and  been  received 
on  board  the  privateers. 

Such  a  story  hath  been  told  to  many  members  of  Congress,  and  hath 
been  thrown  in  my  path.  I  should  be  extremely  sorry  if  any  of  the  hemp 
so  purchased  hath  been  misapplied,  and  that  any  of  our  merchants  should 
have  connived  at  the  soldiery  enlisting  on  board  their  privateers  ;  for,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  injustice  of  such  conduct,  it  might  be  exceedingly 
injurious  to  our  little  State.  I  can't  believe  that  there  is  any  truth  in  this 
story,  but  should  be  glad  to  have  authority  to  say  that  it  is  false. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  two  letters  directed  to  Governor  Hopkins, 
which  came  by  the  last  post,  which  please  to  send  to  him.  I  should  not 
have  taken  the  freedom,  but  I  have  not  time   to   write   him.     I   am,  with 

great  respect, 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

William  Ellery  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  5th,  1776. 

Sir: — I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ward,  of  the  17th  of  September, 
which  informed  me  that  your  honor  and  your  lady  were  inoculated,  and 
wei'e  expected  to  break  out  in  a  day  or  two.  I  most  sincerely  hope  that 
when  this  reaches  you  you  will  be  entirely  recovered  from  the  small  pox. 

Since  my  last,  Congress  have  entered  into  sundry  resolves  which  respect 
the  several  United  States,  and  which  will  be  communicated  to  you  so  soon 
as  the  multiplicity  of  business  in  which  the  President  is  engaged  will  admit 
of  it ;  but  as  they  may  not  reach  our  State  so  soon  as  the  post,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  give  you  the  heads  of  them. 
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It  is  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  United  States  to  appoint 
gentlemen  in  their  respective  States,  skillful  in  physic  and  surgery,  to 
examine  those  who  offer  to  serve  as  surgeons  or  surgeons'  mates  in  the 
army  and  navy,  and  that  no  surgeon  or  surgeons'  mates  shall  hereafter 
receive  a  commission  or  warrant  to  act  as  such  in  the  army  or  navy,  who  shall 
not  produce  a  certificate  from  some  or  one  of  the  examiners  so  to  be 
appointed,  to  prove  that  he  is  qualified  to  execute  the  office. 

A  loan  office  is  to  be  established  in  each  of  the  United  States,  and  a 
commissioner  to  superintend  such  offices,  to  be  appointed  by  the  States 
respectively.  The  sum  proposed  to  be  hired  is  five  millions  of  Continental 
dollars,  and  the  commission  are  to  receive  one  eighth  per  cent,  in  lieu  of  all 
demands  for  their  services.  Certificates  with  the  resolve  will  be  transmit- 
ted to  our  State  when  the  certificates  are  printed. 

It  is  resolved  that  the  President  be  desired  to  write  letters  to  the  conven- 
tions and  assemblies  of  the  respective  States,  requesting  that  measures  be 
taken  to  cause,  as  speedily  as  possible,  a  full  representation  of  the  States 
in  Congress.  I  would  beg  leave  here  just  to  mention,  in  addition  to  what 
I  have  said  in  a  former  letter,  that  there  is  not  a  State  that  sends  less  than 
three  delegates  to  represent  it  in  Congress. 

Congress,  too,  have  recommended  it  to  the  several  legislatures  in  the 
United  States  to  confine  the  price  of  such  articles  as  the  Quartermaster 
General  may  want  to  a  reasonable  sum,  by  an  act  of  the  legislature. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  inspect  the  state  of  the  army,  etc., 
at  Harlem,  have  returned,  and  represented  things  in  a  more  favorable  light 
than  we  had  used  to  view  them.  Methods  are  taking  that  the  army  shall 
be  better  disciplined  and  provided  in  every  respect  than  it  hath  been. 
Although  we  have  some  good  officers  in  some  of  the  principal  departments, 
yet  in  others  there  is  great  w^ant  of  skill  and  abilities.  The  Quartermaster 
General,  Moyla,  was  persuaded  by  the  committee  to  resign,  and  Brigadier 
General  Mifflin  to  accept  that  office,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  Brigadier 
General.  This  appointment  will  give  great  satisfaction  to  the  army,  for 
General  Mifflin  is  not  only  well  acquainted  with  the  business  of  the  office, 
but  he  hath  spirit  and  activity  to  execute  it  in  a  proper  manner. 

The  officers  of  the  army  in  general  are  not  equal  to  their  appointments, 
and  from  hence  it  is  that  our  soldiery  is  disorderly  and  undiscijslined.  It 
is  therefore  recommended  by  Congress  to  the  several  States  in  officering 
the  new  army,  that  they  pay  particular  regard  to  merit  and  qualifications 
in  their  appointments.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  our  men  will  make 
good  soldiers  when  they  have  good  officers.  I  hope  the  General  Assembly 
will  be  as  ready  and  active  in  raising  the  new  levies  as  they  were  in  dis- 
patching the  Continental  battalions  to  New  York.   The  time  for  raising  the 
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new  levies  is  short,  aud  it  is  of  the  last  importance  that  they  should  be 
ready  to  supply  the  places  of  the  troops  that  may  quit  the  service  when  the 
time  of  their  enlistments  shall  expire.  The  enemy,  if  they  should  have 
such  an  opportunity  as  they  had  last  fall  will,  without  doubt,  improve  it. 

By  letters  from  General  Washington,  received  yesterday,  things  at  our 
camp  in  Harlem  remained  as  they  were  ;  and  by  some  enclosed  letters  from 
Henry  B,  Livingstone,  captain  of  a  company  which  has  been  employed  on 
Long  Island  to  bring  off  the  inhabitants  and  stock,  it  appeared  that  he 
brought  off  a  number  of  families  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  stock  and 
grain.  That  the  enemy  were  collecting  all  the  stock  and  grain  they  could, 
and  levying  companies  there  ;  in  which  business  Brigadier  General  Oliver 
De  Lancey  is  very  active.  Captain  Livingstone  having  heard  that  one 
Richard  Miller,  a  tory  of  distinction,  had  raised  a  company  of  men,  and 
that  he  was  about  to  join  them,  posted  his  men  so  advantageously  for  inter- 
cepting him  that  they  came  across  him  and  ordered  him  to  stop,  which  he 
refusing  and  attempting  to  escape,  they  shot  him  dead  on  the  spot. 

Letters  were  also  received  the  same  day  from  the  Northern  army,  from 
Generals  Schuyler,  and  Gates,  and  Arnold,  some  of  them  enclosing 
accounts  from  deserters  respecting  the  enemy's  army  and  navy.  By  one 
of  the  accounts  it  appears  that  their  army  was  sickly  ;  that  they  had  plun- 
dered and  otherwise  abused  the  Canadians,  so  that  but  few  had  joined 
them,  and  that  fifty  of  the  British  troops  had  agreed  to  desert,  but  were 
unluckily  discovered.  From  what  I  am  able  to  collect,  the  enemy's  naval 
force  is  equal,  if  not  superior  to  ours  :  but  their  land  force  is  not  superior, 
if  equal.  General  Arnold  was  at  the  island  LeMothe  when  he  wrote,  and 
intended  to  place  his  fleet  advantageously  for  attack  and  retreat.  Our  army 
was  still  sickly,  and  in  want  of  clothing,  especially  of  shoes  and  stockings. 

Congress  have  sent  a  committee  to  Ticonderoga  to  inspect  the  state  of 
the  army,  etc.,  etc.  When  they  return  I  will  communicate  such  part  of 
their  report  as  I  may  be  at  liberty  to  disclose. 

We  have  nothing  new  from  the  southward.  The  papers  have  already 
informed  that  we  have  burned  a  number  of  the  lower  towns  of  the  Indians, 
and  an  expedition  is  formed  for  destroying  their  upper  towns.  General 
Lee  is  not  arrived.  General  Greene,  to  the  joy  of  the  army,  hath  recovered 
his  health.  I  have  nothing  more  to  add  at  present,  but  that  I  am,  Avitli  the 
sincerest  regard, 

Your  Honor's  and  the  State's  friend  and  himible  servant, 

AVILLIAM  ELLERY. 

The  resolutions  of  Congress  relative  to  the  establishing  of 
.  loan  offices  in  several '  States  were  forwarded  by  the  Presi- 
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dent  of  Congress  to  Governor  Cooke,  by  letters  dated  Octo- 
ber 9,  1776.  It  was  proposed  by  this  measure  to  borrow 
five  million  Continental  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  on  what  were  afterward  known  as  loan  office  certifi- 
cates, at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum  interest.  A 
commissioner  to  superintend  the  loan  office  in  each  State 
was  to  be  appointed  by  the  State,  and  to  receive  loans  and 
deliver  to  the  persons  making  the  same,  certificates  signed 
by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  countersigned  by 
the  commissioner.  Loans  were  to  be  repaid  within  five^ 
years,  and  interest  annually,  at  the  office  where  the  loans 
had  been  made.  The  General  Assembly,  at  the  October 
session  of  the  same  year,  appointed  Joseph  Clarke,  Com- 
missioner of  the  loan  office  for  this  State. 

It  seems  that  the  attendance  of  delegates  was  not  so  gen- 
eral as  the  dispatch  of  business  required.  Each  State  elected 
as  many  delegates  as  it  pleased,  and  prescribed  what  num- 
ber of  those  elected  should  be  empowered  to  act  in  the  name 
of  the  State.  Each  State  had  one  vote,  and  the  concurrence 
of  seven  States  was  necessary  for  the  adoption  of  any  reso- 
lution. Each  State  too,  paid  its  own  delegates.  Under  these 
circumstances,  no  State  w^ould  be  desirous  of  having  more 
than  a  quorum  of  its  delegates  present  in  Congress  drawing 
pay,  and  unless  other  States  were  more  liberal  than  this, 
few  delegates  would  remain  longer  in  Congress  than  was 
absolutely  necessary. 

Governor  Hopkins,  it  seems  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
October  session  of  the  Assembly,  was  then  at  home.  The 
Assembly  gave  him  a  vote  of  thanks  "for  his  good  services," 
and  requested  him  "to  attend  the  business  in  Congress  as 
soon  as  he  could  conveniently  leave  his  family."  After  pass- 
ing" this  vote  they  elected  another  delegate  to  Congress,  the 
Honorable  William  Bradford,  then  Deputy  Governor  of  the 
State,  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  Assem- 
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bly,  and  not  in  grand  committee.  .No  limit  of  time  was 
named  in  the  vote  of  his  appointment,  nor  were  any  special 
instructions  given  him.  His  name  does  not  appear  in  the. 
journals  of  Congress,  so  that  probably  he  never  took  his  scat. 
At  the  February  session,  1777,  Henry  Marchant,  of  Newport, 
was  elected  a  delegate  to  Congress  by  the  General  Assembly, 
in  grand  committee.  After  this,  until  May  following,  this 
State  had  four  delegates,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  more 
than  two  were  present  in  Congress  at  any  one  time,  and  for 
a  part  of  the  time  there  was  only  one.  At  the  second  ses- 
sion in  March,  was  passed  the  first  general  law  regulating 
the  election  of  delegates  to  Congress.  That,  provided,  that 
they  should  be  elected  by  the  freemen  of  the  State,  at  their 
town  meetings  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  April,  annually, 
as  the  Governor  and  other  general  officers  of  the  State.  The 
number  was  not  specified. 

Congress,  as  well  as  the  State  legislatures,  adopted  many 
stringent  measures  to  prevent  the  depreciation  of  bills  of 
credit.  The  most  plausible  was  the  attempt  to  fix  the  prices 
of  various  articles  as  well  as  labor.  Such  expedients  afforded 
temporary  relief,  but  it  was  in  vain  to  expect  to  sustain  a 
stable  superstructure  without  a  stable  foundation. 


William  Ellery  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  11th,  1776. 

Sir  : — The  President  of  Congress  hath  sent  you  by  express,  all  the 
resolves  which  have  passed  since  my  last,  which  he  had  in  charge  to  com- 
municate to  you.  You  Avill  receive  by  this  post  a  letter  from  the  committee 
to  procure  clothing  for  the  army,  inclosing  the  resolves  of  Congress  on  that 
subject.  I  hope  the  General  Assembly  will  take  effectual  care  that  our 
quota  of  the  new  levies  shall  be  in  the  field  in  season,  well  equipped  at  all 
points,  and  well  officered  ;  and  that  suitable  persons  in  each  county  be 
appointed  to  collect  clothing  immediately,  agreeable  to  the  request  of  the 
aforesaid  committee. 

A  naval  expedition  is  on  foot,  which,  if  carried  into  execution,  will  be 
very  advantageous  to  the  United  States,  and  to  the  officers  and  seamen  in 
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the  navy.  If  the  Cabot  should  not  be  in  port  the  marine  committee  have 
ordered  that  one  of  the  frigates  should  be  employed  in  it.  Commodore 
Hopkins,  in  a  letter  to  that  committee,  hath  informed  them  that  one  of  the 
frigates  could  soon  be  got  ready,  and  intimated  that  he  could  man  her  with 
draughts  from  our  troops.  I  hope  that  the  General  Assembly  will  coun- 
tenance this  measure,  and  give  every  other  assistance  in  their  power  to  for- 
ward the  sailing  of  the  fleet. 

On  the  6th  instant,  General  Lee  arrived  here,  and  on  the  8th  sat  out  for 
the  camp  on  the  heights  of  Harlem.  He  brings  the  good  news  that  the 
Carolinians  had  utterly  defeated  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  had  burnt 
their  towns,  killed  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  their  warriors,  got  seventy-five 
scalps,  and  that  the  remainder  of  that  tribe  had  fled  to  the  Mississippi. 
The  expedition,  the  sickliness  of  the  troops,  and  the  strong  garrison  at 
Augustine,  had  prevented  an  attempt  upon  East  Florida  ;  that  the  garrison 
at  Augustine  consisted  of  eighteen  hundred  German  and  one  thousand 
British  troops  ;  that  the  Sphinx  and  Raven  were  at  Georgia,  and  that  the 
governor  of  that  State  had  ordered  all  the  stock  on  the  islands  on  that  coast 
to  be  moved  off,  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
Scorpion,  Falcon,  and  Cruiser  are  at  Cape  Fear. 

The  committee  have  not  returned  from  Ticonderoga.  By  the  last  accounts 
from  thence,  they  expected  to  be  attacked  very  soon,  and  were  preparing 
to  give  the  enemy  a  proper  reception.  I  saw  General  Miflflin  lately,  and 
he  informed  me  that  in  the  fight  the  day  after  the  enemy  took  possession  of 
New  York,  by  the  best  af'counts  he  could  get,  and  from  the  appearance  of 
the  field  of  battle,  they  lost  between  four  and  five  hundred  killed  and 
wounded,  and  that  we  lost  about  one  hundred  killed  and  wounded.  In  the 
first  part  of  this  account  David  Hopkins,  son  of  the  minister  in  Newport, 
who  saw  the  fight,  agrees  with  the  General,  but  says  that  he  saw  our  killed 
and  wounded,  and  that  they  were  much  short  of  that  number.  They  both 
too,  agree  that  some  of  our  men  who  had  behaved  shamefully  the  day 
before,  fought  gallantly  then,  and  that  with  equal  numbers  we  drove  the 
enemy  from  the  field.  I  believe  they  think  the  Americans  will  fight,  not- 
withstanding we  have  retreated  and  retreated.  General  Washington,  as  I 
am  told,  played  off  a  pretty  manoeuvre  the  other  day.  Determined  to 
remove  the  grain  and  the  furniture  of  the  houses  from  Harlem,  he  drew 
out  into  the  field  a  party  of  seventeen  hundred.  The  enemy  turned  out  as 
many.  They  approached  within  three  hundred  yards  and  looked  at  each 
other.  While  they  were  thus  opposed,  front  to  front,  our  wagons  carried 
off  the  grain  and  furniture,  when  this  was  accomplished  both  parties  retired 
within  their  lines.  It  is  said  that  our  men  preseiwed  very  good  faces.  It 
would  be  of  use  to  draw  out  our  men  in  battle  array  frequently,  to  let  them 
look  the  enemy  in  the  face,  and  have  frequent  skirmishes  with  them. 
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General  "Washington,  in  a  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  informed  Congress 
that  two  40-gim  and  one  20-gun  ships,  with  some  tenders,  had  passed  the 
chevaux-de-fri.se  and  fort  AVashington  without  interruptiou  or  damage,  and 
were  between  the  latter  and  fort  Constitution.  How  the  chevaux-de-frise 
came  to  be  insufficient  I  know  not ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  the  enemy's  ships 
will  cut  off  the  communication  by  the' North  river. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  given  you  all  the  news  I  can  recollect,  with  a  few 
observations.  I  wish  I  had  more,  I  mean  good  news,  to  communicate, 
for  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  gratify  the  Assembly.  Whenever  I 
shall  receive  any  intelligence  that  is  Avell  authenticated,  and  I  can  be  at 
liberty  to  transmit  it,  you  may  depend  upon  having  it.  I  continue  to  be, 
with  great  respect, 

Your  Honor's  and  the  State's  sincere  friend  and  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY 

William  Ellery  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  2Gth,  1776. 

Sir  : — Since  my  last.  Congress  have  received  the  disagreeable  intelli- 
gence of  the  destruction  of  our  fleet  on  Lake  Champlain.  The  enemy  were 
vastly  superior  to  us  in  the  number  and  size  of  their  armed  vessels,  and  in 
the  number  of  men  and  weight  of  metal.  General  Arnold  was  obliged  to 
give  way  to  superior  force  ;  but  he  did  not  do  it  until  several  of  his  gondo- 
las were  sunk,  his  schooner  forced  on  shore,  and  the  remainder  of  his 
fleet  were  so  shattered  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  fight  any  longer : 
in  this  situation  he  ran  the  Congress  ashore,  and  lest  she  should  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  burnt  her ;  aud  with  about  two  hundred  men  he 
had  collected,  got  safe  to  Crown  Point. 

Congress  have  appointed  a  "  Committee  of  Intelligence,"  to  select  and 
publish  such  intelligence  as  Congress  shall  receive  from  time  to  time,  and 
it  shall  be  proper  to  publish.  That  committee  have,  in  this  Aveek's  papers, 
published  an  account  of  the  sea  fight  on  the  lake,  but  omitted  some  partic- 
ulars which  I  have  mentioned.  They  have  also  given  the  public  such 
intelligence  as  hath  been  received  from  the  army  in  the  middle  department. 
I  enclosed  a  newspaper  Avhich  contained  those  accounts,  in  a  letter  to  my 
brother  Christopher,  which  Avent  by  express  yesterday  morning,  and  desired 
him  to  convey  the  paper  to  your  honor  immediately  upon  his  receiving  it. 
By  the  same  express  you  will  receive  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  cloth- 
ing, enclosing  a  resolve  of  Congress  respecting  the  blankets  and  coarse 
goods  taken  and  imported  into  our  State  in  a  prize  store  ship  bound  to 
Quebec.  It  is  not  meant  that  this  resolve  should  supercede  the  resolve 
lately  sent  to  your  honor  by  the   same  committee.     With  all  the  clothing 
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that  can  be  collected  in  the  several  States,  and  imported,  we  shall  not,  I 
am  afraid,  have  more  than  sufficient  to  clothe  our  armies.  Hang  well  and 
pay  well,  is  a  good  military  maxim.  In  paying  well,  I  presume,  clothing 
and  food  is  involved,  otherwise  they  ought  to  be  subjoined.  The  former, 
Congress  attended  to  in  their  last  articles  of  war,  and  I  hope  their  resolu- 
tions respecting  the  latter  will  be  carried  into  execution,  by  those  to  whom 
the  execution  thereof  hath  been  committed. 

I  should  have  wrote  to  your  honor  by  the  express  to  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, but  had  not  time,  and  I  chose  to  wait  until  the  post  should  arrive, 
hoping  to  get  something  new  to  communicate.  There  hath  been  no  post 
this  week.  By  private  accounts  it  seems  that  the  enemy  are  intrenching 
at  New  Rochell,  and  that  General  Washington,  determined  not  to  be  out- 
flanked, hath  extended  his  army  from  Kingsbridge  to  White  Plains.  I 
expect  to  hear  by  the  first  express  from  the  Northern  army,  that  there  hath 
been  a  battle.  From  the  army  in  the  middle  department,  I  expect  to  hear 
of  nothing  but  skirmishes,  unless  Burgoyne  should  penetrate  through  our 
Northern  army  and  form  a  junction  v\-itli  Howe,  Avhich,  considering  the 
strong  posts,  and  the  number  of  that  army,  I  cannot  imagine,  for  General 
Washington  and  Howe  move  with  great  caution,  and  will  not  come  to  a 
general  battle  unless  one  or  the  other  can  gain  some  great  advantage  of 
ground,  or  outflank,  or  play  ofi"  some  capital  manoeuvre. 

I  could  wish  to  have  it  in  my  power  through  your  honor,  to  give  the 
State  an  early  account  of  every  material  article  of  intelligence,  but  as  the 
arrival  of  the  post  is  uncertain,  and  he  goes  out  very  soon  after  he  comes 
in,  I  am  obliged  frequently  to  close  my  letters  before  he  arrives  or  lose  the 
opportunity  of  writing  by  him.  At  this  critical  period,  when  we  have  so 
much  at  stake,  e%"ery  friend  to  his  country  is  anxious  to  know  every  thino- 
that  takes  place.  Sensible  of  this  Congress,  as  I  have  already  mentioned, 
have  appointed  a  committee  of  intelligence,  whose  publications  may  be 
relied  on  :  and  if  the  accounts  which  Congress  receives  from  the  armies 
are  particular,  the  public  will  be  gratified  so  soon  as  posts  can  couvev  the 
newspapers  to  the  different  States. 

I  hope  the  General  Assembly  have,  or  will,  soon  appoint  an  additional 
delegate.  Congress  is  so  very  thin  that  I  am  obliged  to  obsei've  a  constant, 
wearisome  punctuality  in  attendance.  I  do,  therefore,  as  well  as  on  account 
of  the  late  recommendation  to  the  States  of  a  fuU  representation,  earnestly 
desire  that  the  other  delegates  may  be  here  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  is  long  since  I  have  received  any  letter  from  the  government ; 
and  I  have  received  no  information  at  ajl  respecting  several  matters  about 
which  I  requested  it.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  the  militia  from 
the  Massachusetts  have  arrived  in  our  State  ;  whether  the  militia  of  our 
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State  is  yet  mustered  and  equipped  that  Avas  to  supply  the  phice  of  Colonel 
Eichmond's  battalion,  and  whether  that  battalion  hath  marched  to  join 
the  army  undei  General  AYashington.  I  imagine,  from  some  advertisements 
I  have  seen  in  the  Neioport  Mercury^  that  it  is  still  in  Newport.  If  it  should 
not  have  marched,  I  hope  it  will  remain  there  until  Congress  or  General 
Washington  shall  have  given  orders  for  its  removal :  and  that  our  militia 
may  be  equipped  and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  to  any  part  of 
our  own  State,  or  of  the  neighboring  States  that  may  be  attacked. 

I  vehemently  suspect  that  the  commodiousness  of  our  bay,  the  stock  on 
Ehode  Island  and  along  our  coast  will  allure,  and  the  imitation  which  the 
great  success  of  our  privateers  must  have  excited  in  the  breasts  of  our 
enemies,  will  urge  them  to  pay  us  a  visit.  This  is  my  private  humble 
opinion.  It  is  prudent  to  be  always  on  our  guard  and  prepared  for  the 
worst.  The  wisdom  of  the  General  Assembly  and  council  of  safety  Avill 
suggest  to  them  the  best  measures  to  be  pursued  for  our  security,  and  their 
spirit  and  activity  will  urge  the  pursuit  and  execution  thereof. 

Heartily  wishing  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  State  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  that  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  of  your 
honor,  I  continue  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S.  —  Since  I  wrote  the  foregoing,  the  President  read  in  Congress  a 
letter  from  General  Mifflin  to  a  gentleman  in  this  town,  dated  at  Fort 
Washington,  October  2od,  in  Avhich  he  says,  if  my  memory  serves  me, 
that  by  two  deserters  from  the  enemy's  York  lines,  it  appeared  that  in  the 
engagement  of  last  Friday  week,  we  killed  and  Avounded  eight  hundred  of 
the  enemy ;  that  we  had  only  fifteen  hundred  of  our  men  engaged,  and 
only  three  thousand  in  that  quarter,  while  the  enemy's  Avhole  force  at  and 
near  the  spot  was  eight  thousand ;  that  last  Monday  some  of  our  troops 
came  across  Major  Rogers,  Avith  a  party  of  Long  Island  militia  rangers, 
killed  a  number  of  them,  and  took  thirity-six  prisoners,  sixty  odd  fine  mus- 
kets and  a  number  of  blankets  ;  that  two  of  our  battalions  ambushed  a 
body  of  Hessians  and  drove  them.  General  Mifflin  saw  oar  troops  dis- 
charge three  vollies  at  them,  Avhich  doubtless  did  exiecution  ;  after  Avhich 
the  armies  annoyed  each  other  Avith  a  cannonade,  in  AA'hich  a  ball  from  one 
of  our  cannon  killed  the  sentry  Avho  stood  at  the  door  of  General  HoAve's 
tent,  entered  it  and  shattered  one  of  his  (General  Howe's)  legs,  so  that  his 
life  was  despaired  of. 

This  account,  the  General  says,  was  brought  by  a  deserter,  Avho  said 
that  he  heard  his  captain  relate  it.  That  Colonel  Livingstone,  Avith  two 
regiments,  had  gone  from  Fairfield  to   the  east  end  of  Long  Island,  and 
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that  the  enemy  had  just  sent  thither  two  battalions  to  oppose  them,  and 
that  he  heard  that  Livingston  had  taken  and  sent  over  to  Connecticut  some 
of  the  enemy's  cattle.  That  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  was  at  New 
Rochelle  ;  that  our  army  outflanked  them,  and  that  if  they  moved  so  as  to 
quit  the  cover  of  their  shipping,  a  battle  would  probably  ensue  ;  that  the 
events  of  Avar  Avere  uncertain,  but  tliat  our  troops  Avere  in  good  spirits,  and 
he  did  not  doubt  that  in  case  of  a  battle  they  could  be  successful.  The 
President  would  not  permit  me  to  copy  the  letter,  so  that  I  may  have  made 
some  mistakes,  the  substance  I  am  confident  is  right. 

W.  E. 

Mr.  Ellery  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  10th,  1776. 

Sir  : — Although  nothing  remarkable  hath  occurred  since  my  last,  yet, 
as  it  is  my  duty  to  Avrile  frequently,  I  take  up  my  pen  to  avoid  the  imputa- 
tion of  neglect. 

Our  army  in  the  middle  department  have  moved  four  miles  to  some 
heights  beyond  White  Plains.  In  a  private  letter,  I  am  told  that  General 
Lee  had  written  that  the  enemy  had  but  two  moves  more  to  make  before  it 
would  be  checkmated,  alluding  to  the  game  of  chess.  There  have  been 
several  skirmishes  Avitliin  three  Aveeks  past,  in  all  Avhich  we  have  been 
successful,  excepting  that  of  last  Monday  fortnight,  and  in  that,  although 
we  lost  the  ground,  yet  the  loss  of  the  enemy  was  three  times  as  great  as 
ours.  By  the  best  accounts  I  can  collect,  we  lost  only  about  one  hundred 
killed  and  Avounded.  I  have  conversed  Avith  a  gentleman  Avho  was  a  spec- 
tator of  the  fight.  He  says  that  our  men  behaved  with  great  firmness  and 
spirit,  that  they  frequently  repulsed  the  enemy,  who  repeatedly  reinforced 
their  detachment  from  the  main  body,  Avhich  Avas  Avithin  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  the  place  of  action,  and  so  compelled  our  men  to  retreat,  AA'hich 
was  done  in  good  order  and  without  the  loss  of  their  arms  or  field  pieces. 
He  further  said  that  our  musketry  Avas  more  frequently  discharged  than 
theirs,  but  our  field  pieces  not  so  often  as  those  of  the  enemy.  We  have 
again  routed  Major  Rogers,  Avith  his  rebel  band,  and  should  have  taken 
tAventy  of  the  enemy's  light  horse,  if  our  men  had  not  been  too  eager.  A 
few  more  skirmishes,  Avith  a  battle  noAV  and  then,  Avould  learn  our  troops 
coolness,  obedience,  and  discipline.  I  do  not  expect  a  general  battle  this 
campaign.  The  Generals  seem  to  be  determined  not  to  put  anything  to  a 
risk.  If  there  should  be,  barring  accidents,  Ave  shall  be  at  the  enemy.  Our 
last  accounts  from  the  Northern  army  say,  that  Carleton  was  at  CroAvn 
Point,  and  that  if  he  should  attack  our  troops,  that  we  should  repel  him, 
7  ' 
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and  at  the  worst  confine  him  to  the  lakes.  Our  armies  are  well  supplied 
with  provisions,  but  they  Avant  clothing.  I  hope  that  your  Honor,  and  the 
General  Assembly,  will  expeditiously  execute  what  hath  been  recommended, 
and  requested  of"  you  and  them  by  Congress  respecting  the  article  of  cloth- 
ing, and  that  care  will  be  taken  that  our  two  battalions  be  raised  and 
equipped  in  season.  Congress  have  lately  passed  a  resolve  empowering 
General  Washington  to  appoint  officers,  when  any  of  the  States  had  not 
commissions  on  the  spot  at  the  time  that  he  should  receive  the  resolve  ;  the 
time  for  which  a  great  part  of  the  army  enlisted  being  so  near  expiring  as 
not  to  admit  of  any  longer  delay. 

I  should  be  very  happy  to  receive  a  letter  now  and  then  from  ray  constit- 
uents with  the  information  I  have  and  may  request.  I  received  a  let- 
ter from  your  Honor,  I  imagine,  by  the  contents,  without  a  signature,  and 
am  glad  to  find  that  the  report  was,  as  I  suspected,  groundless  and  scandal- 
ous. An  emulation  among  the  respective  States,  who  shall  do  most  in  the 
glorious  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged  is  highly  commendable  and  would 
be  beneficial ;  but  if  it  should  degenerate  into  jealousies,  suspicions  and 
calumny,  it  might  be  dangerous. 

Your  Honor  will  see  in  the  late  papers,  an  extract  of  a  letter  dated  at 
Fort  Lee,  giving  an  account  that  six  gentlemen  who  had  escaped  from  the 
enemy's  fleet,  infoi'med  that  seventy  transports,  with  three  thousand  troops, 
were  destined  for  our  State.  The  newspaper  doth  not  mention  from  Avhat 
letter  the  extract  was  made  ;  it  was  taken  from  a  letter  of  Major  General 
Greene.  I  don't  think  we  are  in  any  danger  at  present.  Hereafter  when  their 
army  shall  go  into  winter  quarters,  the  enemy  may  have  men  to  spare  for  that 
purpose.  It  would  be  Avell,  however,  to  be  upon  our  guard,  to  let  our 
apprehensions  be  known  to  the  neighboring  sister  States,  and  to  request 
them  to  stand  prepared  to  assist  us  whenever  we  may  be  invaded.  If  an 
attack  should  be  made  on  Rhode  Island,  I  am  afraid  that  some  who  have 
subscribed  the  test  act  would  immediately  discover  that  they  did  not  think 
themselves  bound  by  their  subscriptions,  and  that  those  who  have  refused 
to  subscribe,  and  have  received  indulgences  would  not,  on  that  account,  be 
less  forward  to  join  and  assist  the  invaders.  We  ought  to  guard  against 
our  internal  as  well  as  external  enemies,  and  if  Ave  can,  put  it  out  of  their 
power  to  injure  us.  I  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  giving  these  hints,  and 
I  don't  doubt  it,  when  it  is  considered  that  I  have  been  urged  to  it  by  a 
sacred  regard  to  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  and  the  United 
States  of  America. 

I  continue  to  be,  with  the  sincerest  respect,  your  Honor's  and  the  repub- 
lic of  Rhode  Island,  etc.,  Friend  and  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
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P.  S. — As  I  am  obliged  to  write  in  haste,  I  hope  blurs,  blots  and  inac- 
curacies will  be  overlooked.  W.  E. 

William  Ellery  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  16th,  1776. 

Sir: — I  congratulate  jou  on  Carleton's  retreat  from  Crown  Point  to 
Canada,  and  on  General  Howe's  retiring  towards  York  Island ;  of  both 
which  you  will  see  a  particular  account  in  the  newspapers.  These  events 
will,  I  hope,  be  attended  with  beneficial  consequences  to  us.  The  retreat 
of  the  former  will  afford  General  Washington  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
large  draught  from  the  Northern  army  to  fill  up  the  deficiencies  which 
may  be  made  by  any  of  our  troops  quitting  the  service  at  the  expiration  of 
the  time  of  their  enlistments,  or  to  be  made  use  of  as  the  service  may 
require.  Beside,  as  it  is  a  manifest  acknowledgement  of  our  strength,  it 
will  doubtless  give  spirits  to  our  troops,  and  may  encourage  them  to  reen- 
list.  By  this  express  you  will  probably  receive  a  resolve  which  Congress 
have  been  forced  into  by  the  additional  bounty  and  pay  which  have  been 
offered  by  some  of  the  Ncav  England  States,  and  the  additional  bounty 
which  hath  been  offered  in  one  of  them.  This  measure  is  condemned  by 
many  members  of  Congress,  and  by  our  General.  It  will,  they  say,  neces- 
sitate the  other  States  to  do  the  same,  which  will  greatly  enhance  the  con- 
tinental debt  and  expense  ;  or  we  must  have  an  army  doing  the  same  ser- 
vices for  different  rewards,  which  would  occasion  jealousies,  envyings  and 
discord  among  the  soldiers,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  public  service.  As 
we  have  only  offered  an  additional  bounty,  we  are  less  culpable  in  the  esti- 
mation of  those  who  condemn  the  deviation  from  the  original  resolve,  than 
any  of  the  transgressors.  It  is  now  ia  the  option  of  soldiers  to  enlist  for 
three  years  without  the  grant  of  land,  or  during  the  war  with  it.  This 
alternative,  with  the  retiring  of  the  enemy,  will,  I  hope,  answer  the  pur- 
pose. 

Thursday  last,  a  gentleman  of  ci'edit  in  the  Jersey,  informed  Congress 
by  letter,  that  the  preceding  morning  he  saw  about  one  hundred  sail  of 
ships  standing  out  from  the  Hook  to  the  southward,  with  the  wind  at  north 
west.  Yesterday  he  came  to  this  city,  and  acquairted  Congress  that  he 
saw  the  fleet  bear  away,  after  he  had  wrote,  and  sail  eastward  until  they 
sunk  below  his  horizon.  That  they  were  headed  by  two  frigates,  and 
their  rear  was  guarded  by  a  large  ship.  By  a  letter  from  General  Greene, 
dated  the  12th  of  this  instant,  at  Fort  Lee,  which  came  to  hand  yesterday, 
we  are  informed  that  a  gentleman  who  had  escaped  the  day  before  from 
Staten  Island,  told  him  that  there  was  a  fleet  of  transports  of  about  one 
hundred  sail  lying  at  the  watering  place  on  Long  or  Staten  Island,  bound 
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for  Eugltuul,  and  that  his  informant  further  said,  that  by  a  person  who  had 
lately  come  from  New  York  to  Staten  Island,  he  was  advised  that  ten 
thousand  men,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Dunmore,  were  soon  to  embark 
for  South  Carolina.  The  first  part  of  this  intelligence  so  exactly  tallies 
with  the  account  of  the  Jersey  gentleman  that  I  believe  that  the  fleet  he 
saw  was  the  same  with  that  mentioned  by  General  Greene's  informant ; 
and  that  it  was  bound  to  England ;  the  latter  part  of  the  account  seems  to 
me  improbable,  because  I  can't  conceive  that  they  can  spare  so  many  men 
for  a  southern  expedition,  much  less  can  I  believe  that  so  large  a  body 
would  be  put  under  the  command  of  his  lordship.  Imagining  that  General 
*  *  *  intended  to  cross  the  North  river  with  his  army.  General  Wash- 
ington has  sent  a  large  reinforcement  into  the  Jersey ;  bnt  whether  the 
enemy  mean  to  go  into  winter  quarters  or  to  come  this  way,  or  what  their 
design  is,  is  unknown.  General  "Washington  cannot  indulge  the  idea  that 
Mr.  Howe  will  finish  the  campaign  without  attempting  to  do  something 
more  than  he  hath  done.  The  news  we  had  of  the  sailing  of  the  before- 
mentioned  fleet  to  the  southward,  and  some  other  intelligence,  induced  the 
opinion  that  the  enemy  intended  to  attempt  the  possession  of  this  city :  and 
thereupon  the  committee  of  safety  published  and  distributed  a  handbill 
through  town  and  country,  requesting  the  inhabitants  to  arm  and  prepare 
themselves  to  defend  the  city.  The  account  of  the  number  of  the  fleet  was 
exaggerated  beyond  the  intelligence  and  beyond  all  credibility.  What 
effect  this  inflated  handbill  had  on  the  people  I  don't  know,  for  the  next 
morning  they  countermanded  their  request. 

I  see  by  the  papers  that  the  General  Assembly  had  risen  :  but  do  not  see 
that  an  additional  delegate  is  appointed.  I  am  afraid  that  this  matter  hath 
been  postponed  ;  if  it  hath  been,  give  me  leave,  sir,  to  entreat  that  the 
next  session  an  appointment  may  be  made,  and  a  salary  fixed  of  a  certain 
sum  by  the  day.  I  also  earnestly  desire  that  I  may  have  the  information 
I  sometime  since  requested.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  sum  of  paper 
money  we  have  emitted  ;  when  the  several  emissions  were  made  ;  for  what 
periods,  and  what  interest.  The  sooner  I  receive  the  much  desired  inform- 
ation the  better.     I  continue  to  be,  with  the  sincerest  regard. 

Your  Honor's  and  my  country's  fi'iend  and  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S. —  Mr.  W.  Hooper,  one  of  the  delegates  for  North  Carolina,  fre- 
quently writes  to  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Clarke,  and  may  mention  some 
news  that  I  may  not  know  or  recollect. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  16th,  177G. 
Sir  :  —  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  immediately  whether  two  frigates 
can  be  built  in  Providence,  to  be  launched  about  the  same  time,  the  next. 
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as  the  others  were  the  last,  spring  ;  and  whether  the  same  committee  would 
undertake  again  to  collect  materials,  and  imdertake  the  building  of  them. 
I  could  wish  to  serve  the  State  I  belong  to  :  but  in  order  to  do  this  your 
Honor  is  sensible  that  I  ought  to  have  every  necessary  information.  I 
have  thrown  this  upon  a  distinct  piece  of  paper,  because  I  did  not  think  it 
would  be  proper  in  a  letter  to  the  State.  Please  to  present  my  regards  to 
Governor  Hopkins  and  the  Secretary,  and  believe  me  to  be, 

■  Yours  sincerely  and  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

Governor  Cooke  to  William  Ellery. 

Providence,  November  30th,  1776. 

Sir  : — Since  I  wrote  you,  I  have  been  favoi-ed  with  your  letters  of  the 
5th,  two  of  the  11th  of  October,  and  of  the  10th  and  16th  instant.  The  three 
former  I  have  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  ;  and  shall  lay  the  others 
before  them  at  their  sitting  in  Newport,  on  the  second  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber. 

Colonel  Richmond's  regiment  was  enlisted  for  a  year.  It  consisted  of 
twelve  companies,  exclusive  of  one  artillery  company,  eight  of  which  were 
enlisted  in  November  last,  and  were  discharged  at  New  London  upon  the 
return  from  the  Long  Island  expedition.  The  artillery  company  will  be 
dismissed  to-morrw,  when  the  time  of  their  enlistment  expires.  The  other 
four  companies  Avere  enlisted  in  January  last,  and  are  now  upon  duty  at 
Newport.  By  having  entered  on  board  the  navy  and  by  desertion,  their 
numbers  are  reduced  to  about  one  hundred. 

Colonel  Lippitt's  regiment  was  enlisted  in  January  last  for  a  year,  and 
is  now  part  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  General  Washington. 

When  the  two  regiments  were  ordered  from  this  State  to  New  York,  it 
was  thought  necessary,  in  addition  to  the  Massachusetts  regiment,  to  raise 
six  men  in  every  hundred  of  militia  upon  the  alarm  list,  to  be  stationed  at 
Rhode  Island,  which  composed  a  regiment  of  about  six  hundred  and  ninety 
men,  who  were  put  under  the  command  of  Colonel  John  Cooke.  The  time 
for  which  they  enlisted  expires  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  and  the  Assembly 
have  ordered  a  regiment  to  supply  their  place,  to  be  raised  in  the  same 
manner,  who  are  to  serve  for  three  months.  The  Assembly,  not  attending 
to  the  time  for  which  the  artillery  company  was  enlisted,  made  no  provi- 
sion for  retaining  them  in  the  service.  As  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  mat- 
ter of  importance  to  keep  that  company  to  defend  the  works  upon  Rhode 
Island,  I  have  given  orders  to  Major  Elliott  to  engage  the  officers  and 
men  to  continue  in  the  service  until  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly,  —  the 
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officers  upon  tlie  same  pay  and  rations  as  heretofore,  and  the  men  upon  the 
best  terms  he  can.  The  Assembly  having  considered  the  field  officers  of 
Colonel  Richmond's  regiment  as  discharged  put  the  remaining  part  of  it 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Cooke. 

The  regiment  from  the  Massachusetts  Bay  has  been  recalled,  and  quit- 
ted this  State  three  weeks  ago,  so  that  the  whole  force  with  which  we  ai-e 
to  defend  Rhode  Island  will  consist  of  the  above-mentioned  regiment 
ordered  to  be  raised,  and  the  remains  of  Colonel  Richmond's  regiment.  I 
must  desire  you  to  represent  to  Congress,  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  neces- 
sity of  a  greater  force  in  this  State,  and  our  inability  to  raise  and  sup- 
port it. 

The  Assembly,  considering  that  the  safety  of  the  United  Colonies  depend 
in  a  great  measure  upon  the  establishing  an  army  to  serve  during  the  war, 
resolved  to  give  an  additional  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  to  each  able-bodied 
man  who  should  enlist.  Your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  mentioning  that 
the  measure  was  disagreeable  to  many  members  of  the  Congress,  is  so  late 
that  I  imagine  the  resolve  will  so  far  have  taken  effect  as  to  make  the  recall- 
ing of  it  impracticable. 

The  Assembly  have  appointed  His  Honor,  the  Deputy-Governor,  and 
Messrs.  Jonathan  Arnold  and  "William  Bowen  examiners  of  surgeons  and 
surgeons'  mates  for  the  army  and  navy.  They  have  also  voted  to  establish 
a  loan  office  in  this  State,  pursuant  to  the  resolve  of  Congress,  and  appoint- 
ed Joseph  Clark,  Esq.,  the  keeper,  who  is  to  give  bond  with  securities  in 
the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust ; 
and  have  passed  an  act  punishing  persons  counterfeiting  the  notes  from  any 
of  the  loan  offices  in  the  United  States,  Avith  deafh.  They  have  appointed 
committees  in  the  several  counties  to  purchase  clothing  for  the  army,  and 
given  them  orders  to  foi-ward  it  with  all  possible  expedition.  An  inquiry 
throughout  this  State  into  the  ai'ms  and  accoutrements  of  the  independent 
companies  and  militia  was  ordered  to  be  made  yesterday. 

Before  Colonel  Richmond,  from  Newport  to  Connecticut,  liberty  was 
given  to  Commodore  Hopkins  to  enlist  men  into  the  navy  from  Colonel 
Richmond's  and  Colonel  Cooke's  regiments.  Those  enlisted  on  board  the 
new  frigates  engaged  for  a  year,  and  were  about  *  *  *  {q  number,  and 
those  who  entered  on  board  the  other  vessels,  amounting  to  about  *  *  * 
were  enlisted  for  four  months. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  bills  emitted  upon  the  credit  of  the 
States  :  — 

1775.  May,  £20,000  redeemable  in  5  years,  with  2^  per  ct.  interest. 

June,  10,000       ditto. 

"  2d  sess'n  10,000       ditto. 
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October,         £20,000       ditto,     without  intei*est. 
1776.  January,  40,000       ditto.         "  "  to  redeem  the  three 

omissions  upon  interest. 
March,  20,000       ditto.  "  " 

September,       66,670  dollars,  "  "     redeemable  in  6  years. 

All  of  which  now  outstanding  upon  the  credit  of  the  States  amounts  to 
333,336|-  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  interest  upon  the  forty  thousand  pounds 
first  emitted,  which  ceased  February  7th,  1776.  A  sum  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  appears  large,  but  not  much  larger  than  this  State  was  indebted 
at  the  close  of  the  last  war,  and  which  the  estates  of  a  very  few  individuals 
in  it  would  amount  to. 

The  Assembly,  at  their  session  on  the  last  Monday  in  October,  unani- 
mously appointed  the  Deputy  Governor  a  delegate,  but  I  am  very  sorry  to 
inform  you  that  he  declined  the  service.  No  person  can  be  more  sensible 
of  the  advantages  that  will  be  derived  to  the  United  States  in  general,  as 
well  as  to  each  State  in  particular,  from  a  full  representation  in  Congress 
then  I  am.  You  may  therefore  be  assured  that  at  the  next  session  of  the 
Assembly  I  shall  strongly  recommend  the  appointing  of  a  suitable  person  to 
assist  you. 

About  the  middle  of  October,  I  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Furneaux, 
of  the  Syren,  a  British  ship  of  war,  then  off  Block  Island,  informing  me 
that  he  had  on  board  his  ship  three  masters  of  merchant  vessels,  five  mates , 
and  twenty-four  seamen,  taken  by  the  British  ships,  and  that  he  had  Lord 
Howe's  orders  to  propose  to  me  an  exchange  for  an  equal  number  of  their 
people  prisoners  here.  I  laid  the  matter  before  the  Assembly  at  the  Octo- 
ber session,  who  consented  to  the  exchange.  And  I  have  since  sent  Mr. 
Adjutant  Stelle  with  a  number  of  prisoners  to  Block  Island  for  that  pur- 
pose, who  hath  not  yet  returned. 

The  General  Assembly,  at  the  same  session,  permitted  the  captains  of 
prize  vessels  in  this  State  to  purchase  a  vessel  to  carry  their  passengers, 
mates  and  apprentices  to  Great  Britain.  They  purchased  a  large  brig, 
equipped  her,  got  all  on  board,  to  the  number  of  about  eighty,  and  went 
below  the  Crook,  where  they  waited  several  days  for  a  wind,  when  the 
Assembly,  which  sat  at  East  Greenwich  on  the  21st  instant,  received  a 
letter  fi'om  two  of  the  council  of  Connecticut,  who  were  then  at  New  Lon- 
don, informing  them  that  a  Lieutenant  Barker,  with  a  flag  of  truce  had 
arrived  there,  having  power  from  Lord  Howe  to  propose  and  agree  to  an 
exchange  of  prisoners  ;  and  that  William  Howland,  a  captain  of  a  vesse* 
from  Dartmouth,  who  was  allowed  to  come  in  with  the  flag,  to  accelerate  the 
exchange,  acquainted  them  that  the  enemy  had  one  hundred  forty  of  our 
people  on  board  a  single  ship  in  a  most  suflTering  condition  ;   upon  this  the 
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Assembly  stopped  the  brig,  appointed  Colonel  Church  and  Daniel  Rodman, 
who  proceeded  to  New  London,  and  agreed  with  Lieutenant  Barker  upon 
an  exchange.     A  copy  of  the  agreement  I  enclose  you. 

I  think  it  proper  to  suggest  to  you,  that  some  further  regulations  of  the 
posts  are  necessary,  as  it  frequently  happens  that  letters  from  Philadelphia 
are  upon  the  road  fifteen  or  twenty,  nay,  sometimes  thirty  days,  before  they 
come  to  hand. 

The  Assembly  passed  a  resolve  empowering  me  to  grant  commissions  or 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  to  private  vessels  of  war,  giving  such 
instructions  and  taking  such  bonds  as  should  be  agreeable  to  the  resolutions 
of  Congress,  until  commissions  can  be  procured  from  Congress.  You  will 
please  to  lay  this  matter  before  that  body. 

In  answer  to  yours  of  the  16th  instant,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  the  com- 
mittee decline  undertaking  to  build  two  frigates  here  ;  that  it  would  be 
extremely  difficult  to  procure  the  materials,  and  that  it  is  scarcely  possible 
to  procure  at  any  rate  the  duck,  iron  and  rigging  necessary  for  them.  The 
price  of  labor  also  from  the  scarcity  of  men,  and  other  causes,  is  so  greatly 
increased,  that  the  frigates  would  be  built  here  at  a  great  disadvantage. 
Should  it  be  thought  best  to  build  any  in  this  State  they  can  be  done  with 
much  less  expense  in  Warren. 

I  am,  Avith  great  esteem  and  regard,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

NICHOLAS  COOKE. 

'William  Ellert  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  4th,  1776. 
Sir  :  —  It  is  long  since  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Assembly,  notwith- 
standing my  repeated  requests.  I  should  rejoice  by  the  return  of  the 
express,  who  will  take  the  charge  of  this  to  receive  the  information  I  have 
desired.  I  am  uninformed  with  regard  to  the  force  actually  mustered  in 
the  Colony,  for  its  defence,  and  what  number  the  militia  not  employed  in 
that  service  consists  of ;  whether  we  have  any  powder  mills  agoing ;  what 
quantity  of  money  our  State  hath  issued :  at  what  periods,  the  several 
emissions  are  redeemable,  and  what  interest  is  allowed  on  any  of  them ; 
whether  any  clothing  hath  been  purchased  for  the  army,  and  sent  forward, 
etc.  In  short,  I  know  nothing  about  the  affairs  of  our  State  except  what 
I  collect  from  the  private  letters  and  newspapers,  which  I  now  and  then 
receive.  In  addition  to  the  information  before  prayed  for,  I  could  wish  to 
know  whether  the  Assembly  have  appointed  a  commissioner  of  the  loan 
office  for  our  State.     Certificates  will  soon  be  ready  to  be  tiansmitted  to 
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the  several  States,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  commission- 
ers shoakl  be  appointed  to  exchange  them  with  those  who  may  be  disposed 
to  let  money  on  loan. 

Please  to  advise  me  what  sum  you  think  may  be  hired  in  our  State.  I 
hope  the  loan  office  and  State  lottery  may  be  encouraged  in  the  respective 
United  States ;  for  upon  the  success  thereof  very  much  depends  the  sup- 
ply of  the  treasury  in  such  a  manner  as  will  check  the  depreciation  of  the 
public  medium. 

Tickets  Avill  in  a  short  time  be  transmitted  by  the  managers  of  the  lottery 
to  agents  appointed  by  them  in  the  several  States,  and  I  think  the  lottery 
is  so  well  calculated  that  with  the  countenance  which  may  be  given  to  it  by 
the  States  the  tickets  will  soon  be  purchased. 

Every  step  ought  to  be  taken  that  can  be  taken  to  retard,  to  put  a  fuU 
stop  to  the  career  of  depreciation,  otherwise  such  floods  of  money  must 
issue  as  can  never  be  sunk.  The  prices  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  by 
the  depreciation,  owinj.  very  much  to  the  quantity  of  paper  money  in  cir- 
culation, by  the  limitation  of  commerce,  and  by  a  vile,  sordid  practice  of 
monopolizing,  Avhich  some  wealthy  men  here  have  got  into,  have  been 
raised  within  a  year  or  two  one  hundred  per  cent. 

I  hope  that  the  necessaries  of  life  have  not  risen  in  their  value  in  the 
same  rapid  and  extravagant  manner  in  our  own  State :  if  they  have,  the 
poor  especially,  must  be  in  a  most  deplorable  situation.  I  am  told  that  the 
General  Assembly,  at  their  November  session,  fixed  the  pay  of  their  dele- 
gates at  four  dollars  a  day.  I  believe  that  they  did  not  at  that  time  think 
of  the  enhanced  price  of  every  article  of  living  since  the  first  Congress, 
otherwise  they  might  have  known  that  four  dollars  a  day  now,  were  not 
equal  to  three  dollars  which  were  allowed  them  then  and  until  the  session 
referred  to,  exclusive  of  their  expenses  ;  and  I  think  they  would  not  have  fixed 
their  salary  at  less  than  five  dollars  a  day,  which  was  the  sum  I  had  men- 
tioned in  my  letters.  I  hope  the  General  Assembly  will  reconsider  their 
resolve.  If  three  dollars  were  not  inadequate  to  the  service  of  the  dele- 
gates, exclusive  of  expenses,  in  the  first  Congress,  most  certainly  four  dol- 
lars, which  will  not  purchase  now  more  than  two  would  then,  cannot  be 
adequate  ;  and  beside  this,  out  of  these  four  dollars,  the  delegates  must 
pay  their  expenses,  which  let  them  be  as  frugal  as  they  can,  will  amount 
to  a  very  large  sum,  and  leave  nothing  behind  as  a  reward  for  their  ser- 
vices, I  should  be  extremely  glad  that  the  additional  delegate  who  may 
be  appointed  this  December  session  might  proceed  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  scarcely  had  a  rniuute  for  relaxation  since  Governor  Hopkins 
returned  home.  I  am  obliged  to  attend  committees  morning  and  evening, 
and  Congress  from  ten  until  three  every  day,   Sundays  sometimes  not 
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excepted.     Such  constant  attendance  without  any  opportunity  for  exercise 
is  too  much  for  humanity. 

Since  the  enemy  took  possession  of  Fort  Lee,  our  little  army  under  Gen- 
eral Washington  have  been  constantly  on  the  retreat.  He  is  now  at  Tren- 
ton with  the  main  body,  having  left  at  Princetown  two  brigades  under 
General  Stirling.  The  association  of  that  State  are  turning  out  to  rein- 
force him,  and  stop  the  farther  progress  of  the  enemy.  By  a  letter  from 
Gen.  Washington,  of  the  3d  instant,  dated  at  Trenton,  he  informs  that  the 
enemy  had  not  passed  the  Raritan  to  Brunswick  the  2d,  at  9  o'clock  in  the 
morning ;  but  that  there  was  an  account  that  a  fleet  of  upwards  of  one 
hundred  sail  were  turning  out  at  the  hook  last  Sunday.  Some  suppose 
that  they  were  destined  for  this  river,  and  that  the  enemy  mean  to  attack 
this  place  both  by  sea  and  land. 

I  believe  they  will  not  be  able  to  pass  the  Delaware  with  an  army,  and 
I  should  think  they  would  not  attempt  the  river  with  their  ships  at  this 
season,  for  although  the  weather  is  now  warm,  yet  we  may  expect  a  frost 
every  day. 

I  hope  that  our  battalions  will  be  raised  in  season,  and  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  bring  into  the  field  a  large  army  the  next  spring,  otherwise  they 
will  be  able  to  carry  fii-e  and  sword  into  our  States,  in  Avhich  case  the  pri- 
vate pi'operty  which  hath  been  so  fortunately  amassed  by  privateering  in 
some  of  the  eastern  States,  as  well  as  other  property,  will  be  destroyed. 
We  should  take  care  to  preserve  what  we  collect ;  and  the  preservation  of 
our  property,  our  wives  and  children,  our  lives  and  liberties,  depends  upon 
our  being  able  to  face  the  enemy  in  the  spring  with  a  respectable  army.  I 
said  in  the  first  part  of  this  letter  that  you  would  receive  it  by  express. 
You  will  receive  it  by  commissioners  appointed  by  the  secret  committee  to 
collect  and  transmit  to  the  army  the  clothing  collected  by  the  several  States, 
and  to  make  further  purchases  of  clothing.  They  will  not  return  till  they 
have  visited  each  of  the  eastern  States.  Give  me  leave,  sir,  to  expect  an 
answer  by  the  very  first  safe  opportunity. 

I  continue  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect. 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S.  —  Since  I  wrote  the  above,  I  am  told  that  a  number  of  loan  office 
certificates  will  be  sent  off  to-morrow  to  our  State.  I  write  in  Congress, 
and  find  I  have  wrote  on  a  dirty  table.  I  have  not  time  to  copy.  Your 
Honor  I  hope  will  excuse  every  imperfection.  W.  E. 

IVIr.  Ellery  was  misinformed  as  to  the  action  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  relative  to  the  allowance  to  be  made  to  dele- 
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gates.  Such  an  act  as  he  refers  to,  may  have  been  intro- 
duced, but  it  was  not  passed  at  that  session.  At  the  Febru- 
ary session,  1777,  such  an  act  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, but  the  Senate  refused  to  concur,  "  on  the  ground 
that  the  allowance  was  inadequate,"  as  appears  from  the  let- 
ter of  Governor  Cooke  to  William  Ellery,  dated  February 
18,  1777,  hereafter  given. 

William  Ellery  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  10,  1776. 
Sir  :  —  Since  the  enemy  took  possession  of  Fort  Lee,  General  Washing- 
ton, with  the  division  under  his  immediate  command,  hath  been  constantly 
retreating  until  they  have  at  length  passed  the  Delaware,  and  I  suppose, 
mean  to  make  a  stand  on  the  banks  of  the  river  opposite  to  Trenton.  To 
prevent  their  being  hemmed  in  at  Hackensack,  they  passed  the  river  of  that 
name  and  the  river  Passaic,  and  retired  to  Newark.  The  enemy  advanced, 
and  upon  their  approach,  our  army  being  insufficient  to  withstand  them, 
retreated  to  Woodbridge.  The  enemy  followed.  From  thence  our  army 
marched  to  Brunswick.  The  British  army  soon  appeared  on  the  side  of 
the  Raritan,  opposite  that  town.  A  cannonade  ensued,  but  without  any 
hurt  on  either  side,  saving  the  killing  of  a  Hessian  officer  by  one  of  our  can- 
non shot.  As  the  river  is  fordable,  it  Avould  not  do  to  continue  there.  Our 
troops  decamped  and  marched  to  Princeton,  where  General  Washington 
left  a  body  of  twelve  hundred  men  under  Lord  Sterling,  and  with  the  rest 
moved  to  Trenton,  and  sent  over  the  Delaware  his  principal  stores,  to 
secure  them  from  the  enemy.  After  this  was  effected,  he  sent  a  reinforce- 
ment to  Lord  Sterling,  and  hoping  that  he  would  be  joined  by  the  militia 
of  the  Jersey  and  this  State,  and  by  General  Lee,  who,  it  was  said,  with 
his  division  had  passed  the  North  I'iver  and  was  advancing  to  join  him, 
intending  to  make  a  stand  at  Princeton  ;  but  by  a  strange  dilitoriness  and 
the  confusion  which  took  place  in  the  Jerseys  on  the  enemy's  penetrating 
their  State,  and  the  lukewarmuess,  not  to  give  it  a  Avorse  name,  of  this,  the 
enemy  had  approached  Princeton  before  a  sufficient  number  of  militia  from 
these  States  had  joined  General  Washington  to  enable  him  to  make  an 
effectual  stand  there.  He  therefore  retreated  to  Trenton,  and  crossed  the 
river  with  his  army  last  Saturday  night.  On  Sunday  the  enemy  appeared 
at  Trenton,  and  a  cannonade  ensued  at  Brunswick.  Yesterday  Generals 
Putnam  and  Mefflin  came  to  town,  and  inform  that  the  enemy  had  disap- 
peared from  Trenton,  but  they  could  not  tell  whither  they  had  gone.     I 
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imagine  we  sliall  soon  see  (hem  in  that  part  of  Jersey  opposite  the  city, 
and  perhaps  hear  tlie  tliunder  of  their  cannon  and  mortars,  and  feel  tlie 
effects  of  shot  and  bombs.  We  don't  hear  of  a  fleet  yet  in  the  Delaware, 
which  I  have  for  sometime  expected.  I  imagine  the  enemy  dare  not  ven- 
ture it  for  fear  they  shall  have  ice  as  well  as  chevaux-de-frise  to  encounter. 
I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  keep  them  out  of  this  State,  and  we  should  be 
able  to  do  it  if  the  country  would  exert  themselves  with  a  tenth  part  of  the 
spirit  which  tl>e  city  hath  manifested  on  this  occasion,  or  if  General  Lee 
should  join  General  Washington  with  five  or  six  thousand  men,  which  I 
most  devoutly  wish  for  and  expect.  Where  he  is  or  what  delays  his  com- 
ing, is  unknown. 

I  find  by  a  private  letter  from  Newport,  for  I  have  not  had  intelligence 
of  a  higher  nature  for  a  long  time,  that  General  Lee  had  written  to  our 
State  that  he  thouglit  that  the  embarkation  at  New  York  was  intended  for 
Rhode  Island,  and  that  tliis  intelligence  had  thrown  the  town  of  Newport 
into  great  confusion,  and  that  the  inhabitants  were  all  upon  the  Aving.  We 
have  heard  of  transports  being  prepared  to  receive  troops,  various  ways, 
and  for  six  weeks  past,  and  that  sometimes  troops  were  really  embarked, 
and  that  sometimes  they  have  sailed  for  South  Carolina  or  Rhode  Island, 
but  I  can't  find  that  they  have  ever  embarked  any  troops,  nor  do  I  think 
they  will  for  either  of  those  places,  while  they  pursue  such  high  game  and 
mean  to  secure  the  ports  and  places  they  have  and  may  possess.  They 
have  not  men  enough  to  spare  at  present,  nor  do  I  think  they  will  have  this 
winter,  for  any  distant  expedition.  However,  as  I  have  often  said,  it  is 
wise  and  prudent  to  be  on  our  guard.  Captain  Garsia,  who  will  hand  you 
this  letter,  cannot  w'ait  a  moment  longer,  which  obliges  me  to  close  abruptly. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY 


Governor  Cooke  to  William  Ellery. 

Providence,  December  22d,  1776. 

Sir  :  —  I  wrote  last  week  to  Mr.  President  Hancock,  an  account  of  the 
enemy  having  taken  possession  of  Rhode  Island,  since  which,  from  the  best 
information  we  can  procure,  we  estimate  their  number  at  about  6,000. 
We  have  intelligence  that  they  are  taking  on  board  their  transports  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  hay  and  straw\  As  our  troops  at  Newport  Avere  in 
hourly  expectation  of  large  reinforcements  from  the  continent,  the  enemy's 
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fleet  appeared  in  sight  before  it  was  determined  to  evacuate  the  island. 
This  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  many  of  our  good  friends  to  remove.  We 
left  nineteen  cannon,  with  the  shot,  «S:c.  The  powder  and  some  other 
stores,  with  near  four  hundred  head  of  neat  cattle  and  four  thousand  sheep, 
were  got  oflP. 

Upon  the  first  alarm  the  militia  of  the  State  and  of  the  neighboring  parts 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut  marched  with  great  alacrity  to 
defend  the  country.  But  the  helpless  situation  in  which  men  called  sud- 
denly to  arms  must,  of  coarse,  leave  their  families,  together  with  the  want 
of  discipline,  and  the  usual  instability  of  militia,  have  already  caused  many 
of  them  to  return  home,  and  others  are  continually  going  ofi.  We  have 
now  about  six  thousand  under  arms,  who  are  posted  in  diffei-ent  places, 
from  Point  Judith  to  Seconet,  and  who  are  retained  in  the  army  with  great 
difficulty.  These  considerations  induced  the  General  Assembly  to  propose 
a  conference  to  consider  the  most  effectual  means  speedily  to  establish 
an  army  of  sufficienX  force  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  penetrating  the  coun- 
try, and  perhaps  to  compel  them  to  retire  on  board  their  ships. 

By  intelligence  from  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut,  their  com- 
mittees may  be  expected  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days.  We  are  at 
present  employed  iu  throwing  up  intrenchments  to  secui'e  this  town,  the 
possession  of  which  we  imagine  is  a  grand  object  with  the  enemy.  As 
from  the  situation  of  the  country  round  it  might  be  fortified  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  make  the  expulsion  of  the  enemy  a  work  of  extreme  difficulty, 
and  from  hence  they  might  enter  the  very  heart  of  the  country.  The  War 
ren,  Providence,  Columbus,  and  the  brig  commanded  by  Captain  Weaver, 
and  sloop  Providence,  are  all  lying  at  Pawtuxet,  having  between  four  and 
five  hundred  men  on  board. 

The  General  Assembly  ordered  two  regiments  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
men  each,  to  be  raised  for  fifteen  months,  and  have  appointed  a  council  of 
Avar,  consisting  of  t'in  persons,  of  whom  five  are  a  quorum,  with  full 
power  during  their  recess  to  take  care  of  the  public  safety.  They  have 
appointed  General  Lincoln  to  the  command  of  the  forces  in  the  State,  and 
Monsieur  Malmedy,  a  French  gentleman,  strongly  recommended  by  Gen- 
eral Lee  for  his  military  talents,  principal  engineer  and  overseer  of  the 
works,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier  general.  The  grain  is  now  removing 
with  all  possible  expedition  from  Boston  Neck  and  Point  Judith,  at  both 
which  places  a  number  of  men  are  posted  to  drive  off  the  stock  upon  the 
first  motions  of  the  enemy. 

The  Congress  without  doubt  have  frequently  had  under  consideration 
the  necessity  and  best  means  of  procuring  assistance  from  foreign  powers. 
The  General  Assembly,  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  on  their  part,  to 
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give  authority  and  right  to  tlie  measure,  have  expressed  their  sense  of  it  in 
the  enclosed  vote,  of  which  you  will  make  a  proper  use. 
I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

NICHOLAS  COOKE. 

The  following  is  the  only  vote  among  the  proceedings  of 
the  General  Assembly,  at  their  session  commencing  on  the 
10th  of  December,  that  has  any  reference  to  foreign  aid  as 
such.  It  is  probably  the  one  a  copy  of  which  was  enclosed 
in  the  preceding  letter  : 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  His  Honor  the  Governor  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  empowered  to  grant  commissions  for  privateers  or  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal  to  any  foreigners  who  may  apply  for  the  same  ;  they 
first  giving  bond  with  sufficient  sureties  from  any  of  the  United  States  for 
their  due  observance  of  the  resolves  of  Congress  and  acts  of  this  State 
respecting  privateers  and  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal ;  any  law,  custom 
or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

William  Ellery  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Baltimore,  December  25th,  1776. 

Sir  :  —  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  by  Captain  Garzia,  the 
10th  instant,  since  which,  nothing  new  hath  taken  place  that  I  know  of  in 
the  army,  excepting  the  capture  of  General  Lee  by  a  party  of  the  enemy's 
light  horse  on  the  13th.  By  some  fatality,  as  General  Sullivan  in  a  letter 
to  Congress,  expresses  himself.  General  Lee,  with  his  family,  took  lodging 
in  a  farm  house  about  three  miles  distant  from  the  army  under  his  com- 
mand. Some  tories  informed  the  enemy  of  his  situation.  They  sent  oflp 
eighty  light  horse  to  take  him,  Avho  surrounded  and  attacked  the  house. 
The  General  with  his  family  made  a  faint  resistance  but  were  finally 
obliged  to  submit,  and  the  poor  General  was  carried  away  captive. 

A  fatality  strange  indeed,  for  some  time  past  has  seemed  to  attend  our 
aifairs.  The  loss  of  fort  Washington,  when  twenty-six  hundred  of  our  men 
were  captivated  in  an  inglorious  manner,  the  loss  of  fort  Lee  by  surprise, 
with  a  great  quantity  of  stores,  and  the  capture  of  the  general  who  was 
honored  by  his  name  being  given  to  the  fort,  and  in  short,  all  our  aiFairs 
have  in  a  strange  manner  proceeded.  I  hope  in  God,  better  foi-tune  will 
attend  our  future  operations. 
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General  Howe's  army,  by  our  last  advices,  had  extended  itself  along  the 
Delaware,  towards  the  north  principally,  with  an  apparent  design  to  pass 
over  the  river.  General  Washington  had  posted  his  army  along  the  river 
so  as  to  obstruct  their  passage.  Some  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
lower  countries,  and  Maryland,  are  about  to  reinforce,  and  some  have 
actually  reinforced  his  army,  and  General  Sullivan,  on  whom  the  command 
of  the  division  late  under  the  command  of  the  unhappy  Lee,  is  devolved, 
was  on  the  13th  of  this  month  marching  to  join  him.  When  they  join  they 
will  together  make  a  respectable  army,  sufficient  to  prevent  Howe's  enter- 
ing Pennsylvania.  Indeed  the  armies  must  before  this  have  formed  a  junc- 
tion, if  General  Sullivan's  division  hath  not  been  repulsed  by  General 
Howe.     AVe  expect  to  hear  from  Philadelphia  every  momert. 

You  have  doubtless  before  this  heard  of  the  removal  of  Congress  to  this 
place.  This  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had,  and  this  is  circuitous  via 
Boston,  to  inform  you  of  it.  The  enemy  Avas  so  near  and  afiixirs  in  the  city 
in  such  confusion  that  it  was  improper  and  unsafe  to  continue  there,  and 
for  reasons  too  long  for  a  letter.  Baltimore  Avas  fixed  upon  as  the  most 
suitable  place  for  holding  Congress  in  for  the  present.  I  should  like  the 
place  well  enough  if  it  was  less  distant  from  the  army,  less  dirty,  and  less 
expensive. 

It  is  long  since  I  have  heard  from  my  constituents.  What  is  doing,  and 
how  do  matters  stand  in  our  State,  I  know  no  more  than  an  inhabitant  of 
the  moon,  although  it  would  be  beneficial  to  have  information  seasonably. 

We  have  an  account  that  a  fleet  with  eight  or  ten  thousand  men  have 
gone  to  Newport,  and  that  the  island  was  evacuated  by  the  inhabitants, 
but  that  the  enemy  had  not  landed.  By  a  letter  of  General  Wooster  to 
Congress,  of  the  8th  instant,  we  are  informed  that  the  fleet  on  the  6th  were 
ofi"  New  London.  If  it  be  true,  that  so  large  a  force  hath  gone  to  Rhode 
Island,  something  more  is  intended,  in  my  opinion,  than  the  taking  the 
town  of  Newport  for  winter  quarters.  I  suspect  that  they  mean  to  take 
possession  of  Providence,  and  from  thence  penetrate  into  the  Massachusetts 
Bay.  If  they  attack  Providence  it  will  be  by  land.  They  will  pass  up  the 
bay  to  Warwick  Neck  perhaps,  then  land  and  march  to  the  town.  There 
ought  to  be  a  good  redoubt  at  Warwick  Neck  to  check  their  landing  and 
give  time  for  troops  to  be  arrayed  to  oppose  their  progress.  I  think  that 
this  division  of  the  enemy's  army  aff'ords  us  a  fine  opportunity  to  make  an 
efficacious  stroke  at  them.  As  soon  as  I  had  notice  that  I  thought  I  could 
depend  on,  I  immediately  proposed  to  the  New  England  delegates  to  write 
to  General  Washington,  inforn;iing  him  that  a  fleet  with  a  large  body  of 
troops  under  Clinton  had  sailed  for  Rhode  Island,  and  desii'ing  him  to  send 
General  Gates  or  Green,  with  such  brigadier  generals  as  could  be  spared, 
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to  take  the  command  aud  direction  of  the  troops  that  might  be  raised  in 
New  EngUxud,  to  repel  the  enemy  from  the  island  or  oppose  their  making 
any  inroads  into  the  country.  It  was  agreed  to,  aud  a  letter  written.  The 
General  told  us  in  answer,  that  he  had  received  previous  notice,  and  had 
sent  orders  to  Generals  Arnold  and  Spencer,  who  were  then  at  Albany,  to 
repair  to  New  England  and  take  the  command  of  the  yeomanry  that  should 
muster  on  the  occasion.  I  hope  that  the  militia  will  universally  turn  out 
and  not  sutFer  the  enemy  to  enter  and  ravage  our  State  as  they  have  done 
the  Jerseys.  I  hope  they  will  turn  out  in  such  numbers  as  to  be  able  to 
give  an  effectual  blow  to  the  enemy  in  our  quarters.  If  the  army  under 
Clinton  should  receive  a  mortal  wound  from  the  brave  New  Englandcrs,  it- 
would,  in  my  opinion,  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  close,  whereas  if  this 
opportunity  of  the  division  of  the  British  army  should  be  neglected  or  not 
improved,  the  war,  in  all  probability,  will  be  protracted  to  a  great  length, 
if  not  speedily  issued  in  our  destruction,  in  the  destruction  of  all  we  hold 
dear,  for  we  have  good  reason  to  think  that  a  reinforcement  of  twenty 
thousand  men  will  be  sent  over  next  spring.  In  a  letter  from  an  unknown 
but  I  suppose  a  good  hand,  read  in  Congress  this  day,  it  appears  that  the 
court  of  London  had  attempted,  and  were  attempting,  by  every  means  they 
could  devise,  to  procure  aid  from  every  power  in  Europe,  or  to  induce  them 
to  a  neutrality,  and  the  writer  of  the  letter  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  what 
they  could  collect  in  Germany,  together  with  recruits  raised,  in  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  Avould  amount  to  about  that  number,  and  that  Russia 
would  not  furnish  them  with  any  men.  From  hence  the  necessity  appears 
that  we  should  act  in  every  quarter,  this  winter,  with  the  spirit  of  men  con- 
tending for  an  invaluable  prize. 

By  expresses  from  Philadelphia  received  this  day,  it  seems  that  the 
militia  of  that  State  begin  to  rouse  themselves,  and  are  collecting  very  fast 
to  reinforce  General  Washington.  I  have  some  hopes  that  Howe  Avill  be 
driven  out  of  the  Jerseys  this  Avinter,  If  this  should  take  place,  and  the 
New  England  States  should  give  Clinton  a  sound  drubbing,  we  then  need 
not  fear  what  Britain  with  all  her  mercenaries  shall  attempt.  There  are 
brave,  enterprising  spirits  in  Providence.  They  burned  a  Gaspee.  They 
may  burn  the  British  fleet.  I  hope  they  will  make  the  trial,  and  every 
effort  to  destroy  both  the  fleet  and  army.  I  imagine  that  there  is  a  num- 
ber of  seamen  in  port  belonging  to  the  navy  of  the  United  States  as  Avell 
as  privateers.  These  men  I  should  think  could  easily  be  induced  to  enter- 
prise any  thing.  They  are  brave  and  well  know  that  if  the  British  fleet  is 
suffered  to  remain  in  our  bay,  there  will  be  an  end  of  privateering  by 
which  they  have  made  immense  gains.  What  I  have  written  on  this  head 
goes  on  the  supposition  that  a  fleet  with  a  large  body  of  troops  is  at  Rhode 
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Island,  and  flows  from  that  warm  regard  I  have  for  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  the  glorious  cause  in  which  Ave  are  embarked.  In  this  cause  I 
am  willing  to  exert,  and  have  exerted,  my  best  abilities  ;  for  this  I  have 
suffered  great  anxiety,  have  left  wife  and  children  and  the  sweetest  and 
closest  connexions  in  life.  Where  my  wife  and  children  are,  I  know  not. 
I  hope  they  have  escaped  from  Rhode  Island  and  not  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  If  they  should  have  been  so  unhappy,  I  hope  the  State  will 
interfere  in  their  behalf,  and  procure  their  release. 

I  wish  that  an  additional  delegate  may  have  been  chosen,  and  that  he 
may  have  set  off  for  Congress.  If  it  should  not  have  been  done,  I  hope  it 
will  be  speedily  done,  and  that  an  addition  might  be  made  to  the  salary 
already  voted,  and  I  believe  the  Assembly  will  not  think  me  mercenary  nor 
an  addition  unnecessary,  when  they  are  informed  that  I  am  obliged  to  give 
six  dollars  a  week  for  board  myself,  and  that  every  article  of  living  has 
doubled  within  a  year  or  two.  I  ask  no  more  of  the  State  than  sufficient 
to  give  me  a  decent  support  while  I  am  in  its  service,  and  I  know  the  gen- 
erosity of  my  constituents  too  well  to  doubt  their  disposition  to  do  what 
is  right  in  this  instance.  To  that  generosity  and  good  disposition  I  readily 
submit  tlie  matter,  and 

Am,  with  sincerest  regard. 

Their  and  your  Honor's  friend  and  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

William  Ellery  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Baltimore,  Dec.  31,  1776. 
Sir  :  —  I  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  of  November,  and  laid  it  before 
Congress,  and  took  very  particular  notice  of  the  very  weak  condition  of  the 
State.  Congress  are  sensible  of  its  situation,  but  as  they  have,  by  a  late 
resolve,  which  the  President  will,  by  this  express,  transmit  to  you,  with  a 
circular  letter,  in  which  the  reasons  for  their  doings  are  contained,  delega- 
ted to  and  invested  General  Washington  with  the  whole  military  power,  for 
a  limited  time,  application  will  probably  be  made  to  him  in  every  instance, 
which  respects  the  military  department.  With  regard  to  the  other  parts  of 
your  letter,  which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  as  they  required 
no  particular  observations,  none  were  made  upon  them,  either  by  Congress 
or  me.  I  was  extremely  glad  to  receive  so  much  particular  information 
into  the  affairs  of  our  State,  and  hope  you  will  continue  to  make  me 
acquainted  with  such  doings  of  the  General  Assembly,  from  time  to  time, 
as  may  be  thought  proper  to  be  communicated.  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
whether  we  have  any  powder  mills  in  the  State  ;  whether  they  are  going, 


11-1  RHODE    ISLA>'D    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

and  supplied  with  saltpetre  to  keep  them  in  motion.  At  present,  indeed, 
if  any  should  have  been  erected  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  they  may  be 
stopped,  by  the  enemy  having  entered  our  State  ;  but  I  hope  so  large  a  force 
will  soon  be,  if  it  should  not  be  already,  collected  as  to  give  security  to  the 
town  of  Providence,  and  prevent  them  from  making  any  excursions  into 
our  State,  to  confine  them  to  Rhode  Island,  if  not  to  expel  them  fi'om  thence, 
in  which  case  all  mechanical  business  and  manufactures  may  proceed. 

In  my  last,  of  the  25th  instant,  notwithstanding  the  gloomy  appearance 
of  our  public  affairs,  I  still  expressed  hopes  that  General  "Washington  might 
be  reinforced  by  the  division  under  General  Sullivan,  and  the  militia  from 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  thus  reinforced,  be  enabled  to  meet  and 
drive  the  enemy  from  the  Jerseys.  General  Sullivan,  with  his  division, 
and  some  of  the  troops  from  Ticonderoga,  whose  time  of  enlistment  had 
expired  under  General  Gates,  have  joined  General  Washington,  and  also 
some  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia.  This,  and  the  glorious  success  of  an 
enterprise  well  planned  by  our  General,  and  as  well  executed  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  26th,  have  elevated  my  hopes,  and  give  good  reasons  to  expect 
that  our  cruel  foes  may  be  driven  from  Jersey.  The  President,  I  suppose, 
will  send  you  an  account  of  that  enterprise,  but  lest  he  should  omit  it,  and 
as  we  have  been  for  some  time  unsuccessful,  and  this  noble  exploit  may 
exhilerate  the  spirits  of  my  countrymen  under  their  present  situation,  I 
can't  forbear  enclosing  you  a  handbill  of  the  particulars,  with  some  addi- 
tions on  the  reverse,  made  from  General  Washington's  letter  of  the  27th.  I 
heartily  congratulate  you  on  this  noble  and  unexpected  event,  an  event,  which, 
though  by  no  means  decisive,  yet,  by  the  spirit  it  will  give  to  our  troops  in 
actual  service,  to  the  militia  in  the  neighboring  States,  to  our  army,  and  to 
all  the  United  States,  is  of  the  greatest  impoi'tance.  I  hope,  and  do  not 
doubt,  but  that  it  will  have  a  fine  effect  upon  the  troops  which  may  be  col- 
lected to  support  our  State,  and  urge  them  on  to  some  such  enterprise,  if 
they  should  have  an  opportunity  to  execute  it. 

Among  other  things  that  fell  into  our  hands  by  the  victory  at  Trenton, 
were  four  standards,  one  of  which  is  now  in  the  room  where  Congress  is 
held,  and  directly  before  me.  It  is  a  Hessian  silken  standard.  The  bat- 
talions which  were  surprised  and  subdued,  were  the  regiments  of  Lands- 
patch,  Kniphausen  and  Rohl.  I  Avould  describe  it,  if  I  Avere  acquainted 
with  heraldry,  and  if  it  were  important  enough  to  engage  your  attention. 
In  the  entire  of  a  green  field  of  about  four  or  five  feet,  is  a  decorated  gilded 
circle,  which  encloses  a  lion,  rampant,  with  a  dagger  in  his  right  paw,  and 
this  motto  in  the  upper  part  of  it,  '•''  Nescit  Pericula  ;"  the  crest  is  a  crown 
with  a  globe  and  cross  upon  it ;  in  the  corners  are  gilded  decorated  circles 
and  globes,  and  crosses  on  their  tops,  and  in  the  middle  "  F.  L.,"  in  cyphers  ; 
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a  broad  blaze  extends  from  the  corners  to  the  piece  in  the  centre,  and 
three  small  blazes  are  placed  in  the  field,  one  in  the  middle  of  the  side  next 
the  staff,  one  in  the  opposite  side,  and  one  in  the  middle  on  the  lower  side 
or  bottom.  How  well  the  motto  suits  the  conduct  of  the  troops  where  it 
was  once  waved,  I  shall  leave,  and  you,  sir,  with  this  sincere  wish  that  the 
troops  in  our  State  may  acquire  like  trophies,  that  this  successful,  happy 
enterprise  may  prove  an  omen  of  future  decisive  victory  over  our  bai-barous 
foes.     I  continue  to  be,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  consideration. 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S.  —  Enclosed  you  have  a  newspaper  which  contains  the  first  number 
of  "  Crisis,"  an  animated,  useful  performance,  and  which  ought,  in  my 
opinion,  to  be  reprinted  everywhere  in  America.  The  express  not  o-oino- 
out  so  soon  as  was  expected,  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  send  you  a  printed 
copy  of  General  Washington's  letter,  and  the  return  of  the  prisoners,  &c. 
What  I  have  called  the  standard  may  be  only  one  of  the  colors  mentioned 
in  the  return.  There  is  a  report  that  a  body  of  our  troops  under  General 
Heath,  had  taken  possession  of  Hackensack  and  Fort  Lee,  and  captured 
one  hundred  and  thirty  prisoners,  a  number  of  tories,  etc.  I  wish  it  may 
prove  true.  There  indeed  appears  to  be  good  ground  to  credit  it.  I  was 
just  now  told  by  a  gentleman  who  had  conversed  with  the  aid-de-camp  who 
brought  General  Washington's  letter,  that  His  Excellency's  horse  was 
wounded  under  him,  and  that  we  had  taken  more  prisoners  than  were  men- 
tioned in  the  returns,  and  more  arms.  W.  E. 

William  Ellery  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Baltimore,  January  7,  1777. 

Sir  :  —  I  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  by  an  express  from  Philadel- 
phia. Your  express  was  so  fatigued  that  he  could  not  proceed  immedi- 
ately on,  and  therefore  another  was  sent  forward  with  it.  I  laid  your  let- 
ter and  the  resolve  before  Congress  this  morning.  They  are  disposed  to  do 
every  thing  in  their  power  for  the  benefit  of  the  States,  and  have  taken 
such  measures  as  they  thought  might  be  effectual  to  secure  the  assistance 
you  wish  for.  The  measures  that  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  penetrating  the  country,  and  for  expelling  them  from  our  State,  o-ive 
me  vast  satisfaction. 

I  hope  the  troops  in  our  quarter  will  act  on  the  offensive,  and  with 
spirit.  Offensive  operations  have  proved  successful,  while  our  defensive 
measures  have  been  attended  with  loss  and  disgrace.  I  have,  in  my  last, 
given  you  an  account  of  General  Washington's  success  at  Trenton,  on  the 
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26tli  of  last  month.  I  wish  I  could  give  you  the  particulars  of  his  success 
at  the  same  place  on  the  3d  instant.  By  private  letters  by  the  post,  yester- 
day, it  appears  that  he  had  gained  a  complete  victory  over  a  large  body  of 
the  enemy,  pursued  them  too,  and  took  possession  of  Princeton,  and  was 
still  pursuing,  capturing  and  destroying  them,  when  the  accounts  reached 
Philadelphia,  An  express  is  expected  this  day,  but  as  one  sets  off  imme- 
diately for  the  last  mentioned  place,  who  will  deliver  this  to  your  express, 
who  was  so  fatigued  that  he  could  not  come  on,  I  cannot  wait  for  the  par- 
ticulars, and  have  only  time  to  add,  that  I  heartily  congratulate  you,  on 
our  late  successes  in  the  Jerseys,  that  I  wish  equal  success  to  the  troops  in 
our  State,  and  that  I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S.  —  I  have  requested  Mr.  Morris,  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  delegates, 
to  send  you  the  particulars  of  the  last  action,  by  your  express. 

William  Ellery  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Baltimore,  Jan.  30,  1777. 

Sir  :  —  The  time  of  Congress,  since  my  last,  has  been  principally  taken 
up  in  devising  ways  to  prevent  the  depreciation  of  the  Continental  money, 
and  to  provide  for  the  future  army.  The  resolves  ordered  to  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  several  States  must  have  reached  you  before  this,  which  renders  it 
unnecessary  to  give  the  substance  or  transmit  copies  of  them.  Governor 
Trumbull  has  transmitted  the  doings  of  the  New  England  States  to  Con- 
gress.    They  will  be  taken  up  to-morrow,  and  I  doubt  not,  approved. 

A  letter  sent  by  Mr.  Jarvis,  to  the  secret  committee,  reassuring  his  fur- 
nishing our  State  and  the  Massachusetts  with  arms  taken  out  of  the  Han- 
cock and  Adams,  and  desiring  to  know  whether  they  approved  of  his  con- 
duct or  not,  and  how,  in  future,  he  was  to  act  in  similar  instances,  was  by 
them  laid  before  Congress  a  few  days  ago.  This  brought  on  a  severe 
inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  Rhode  Island's  asking  for  those  arms,  a  review 
of  her  former  conduct  respecting  the  cannon,  etc.,  as  well  as  into  the  pro- 
priety of  the  conduct  of  agent  Jarvis.  After  a  smart  storm,  the  conduct 
of  the  agent  was  approbated.  I  hope  our  State  will  take  special  care  that 
the  arms  be  returned  as  soon  as  the  necessity  for  taking  them  shall  cease. 

Before  this  reaches  you, "you  will  have  heard  of  the  success  of  our  arms 
at  Princeton,  as  well  as  at  Trenton.  Our  scouting  parties  have  been  since 
successful  in  many  instances.  The  principal  you  will  have  in  the  enclosed 
handbill,  which,  at  the  same  time,  gives  an  account  of  the  taking  of  Fort 
Independence,  etc.,  on  which  I  heartily  congratulate  you.     A  cannonade 
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and  platoon  firing  was  heard  a  few  days  ago  near  Elizabetlitown,  where  a 
detachment  under  General  Sullivan  was  posted.  From  some  circumstances 
I  am  induced  to  believe  that  our  detachment  came  off  victorious.  I  hope 
to  hear  of  something  clever  from  our  State  soon.  Now  is  the  time  to 
strike  decisive  blows.  The  British  army  is  divided,  and  their  ardor  is 
dampened,  and  ours  enhanced  by  our  late  successes.  It  is  a  good  old  pro- 
verb, to  stiike  while  the  iron  is  hot,  when  it  will  yield  to  the  stroke.  Our 
affairs  are  in  a  fine  way  at  present,  and  if  we  do  but  push  our  success, 
the  contest  will  be  decided  this  winter,  but  if  we  should  not  embrace  this 
golden  opportunity,  reinforcements  will  be  sent  over  in  the  spring,  and  the  war 
will  be  protracted,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States.  Therefore  I  will  hope  that  the  troops  collected  in 
our  State  will  not  remain  inactive  this  winter,  but  exert  themselves,  and 
make  some  capital  stroke  on  the  enemy. 

I  should  be  extremely  glad  to  have  an  assistant.  I  am  afraid  I  shall  be 
worn  out  by  such  a  long  continued  attention.  The  Assembly,  I  hope,  have 
chosen  another  delegate.  If  they  have,  I  entreat  that  he  may  come  on 
immediately  ;  and  I  could  wish  for  an  augmentation  of  salary,  for  reasons 
I  have  already  mentioned.  Heartily  wishing  for  a  speedy  expulsion  of  the 
enemy  from  our  State,  and  for  your  Honor's  health  and  prosperity, 
I  continue  to  be,  with  great  esteem. 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

John  Hancock  to  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island. 

Baltimore,  January  10,  1777. 
Gentlemen  :  —  The  necessity  of  filling  up  the  army,  with  the  utmost 
expedition,  has  induced  Congress  to  direct  me  to  request  that  you  will,  as 
soon  as  possible,  inform  them  what  success  the  recruiting  service  has  met 
with  in  your  State,  toward  raising  the  troops  required  by  a  resolve  of  the 
16th  of  September,  which  was  formerly  transmitted  to  you.  I  am,  there- 
fore, most  earnestly  to  entreat  your  compliance  with  the  resolve  as  speedily 
as  possible.     I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  President. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

This  elicited  the  following  reply  :  — 

Providence,  February  8,  1777. 
Sir  :  —  I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  10th  ult.,  desiring  a  return  to  be 
made  to  Congress  of  the  number  enlisted  into  the  Continental  battalions. 
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assigned  as  the  quota  of  this  State.  In  answer  to  which,  I  am  to  inform 
you,  that  very  soon  after  the  appointment  of  some  of  the  officers,  we  were 
alarmed  with  the  appearance  of  a  formidable  fleet  in  the  Sound,  whose 
destination  we  had  no  doubt  was  for  this  State.  This  turned  our  attention 
to  our  immediate  defence.  As  it  was  absolutely  impracticable  to  raise, 
with  expedition,  forces  to  serve  during  the  war,  the  General  Assembly  con- 
cluded to  raise  two  battalions,  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men  each,  and 
one  regiment  of  artillery,  of  three  hundred,  for  fifteen  months,  who  are 
enlisted  for  the  service  of  this  State  and  the  other  United  States.  So  large 
a  body  of  the  enemy  being  within  this  State,  hath  compelled  us  also,  to 
keep  one-third  of  all  the  fencible  men  of  the  State  under  arms.  Add  to 
these,  the  loss  of  Rhode  Island,  so  great  a  part  of  the  State,  and  that  we 
have  not  had,  until  very  lately,  more  than  one  recruiting  officer  for  the 
Continental  battalions  in  the  State  ;  all  which  causes  have  prevented  any 
considerable  enlistments. 

About  fifty  men  have  been  enlisted,  and  permission  is  now  given  to  those 
that  enlisted  for  fifteen  months,  to  enter  into  the  Continental  battalions, 
which,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  furnish  a  considerable  number.  The  General 
Assembly  will  meet  to-morrow,  and  will  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
promote  this  most  important  service. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

NICHOLAS  COOKE. 

To  the  Honorable  John  Hancock,  President  of  Congress. 


Governor  Cooke  to  William  Ellery. 

Providence,  February  18th,  1777. 

Sir  :  —  The  General  Assembly,  at  the  last  session,  appointed  Henry 
Marchant,  Esq.,  an  additiorial  delegate  to  represent  the  State  in  Congress. 
The  lower  bouse  passed  a  vote  allowing  the  delegates  twenty-four  shillings 
per  day  in  lieu  of  all  other  charges.  The  upper  house  non-concurred  with 
the  vote,  because  they  thought  the  allowance  inadequate.  In  this  manner 
the  affair  now  rests.  The  General  Assembly,  at  the  last  session,  passed 
the  following  acts : 

An  Act  allowing  an  additional  bounty  to  the  persons  enlisting  into  the 
Continental  battalions  raising  by  this  State,  of  sixteen  pounds,  and  engaging 
to  furnish  them  with  the  proper  arms  and  accoutrements,  a  blanket  and 
knapsack. 

An  Act  empowering  the  general  treasurer  to  hire  £50,000,  at  an  interest 
of  4  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  to  issue  his  notes  therefor,  payable  in  five 
years,  which  are  made  a  tender  in  law. 
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Au  Act  to  exempt  the  people  called  Quakers  from  doing  any  military 
duty,  upon  their  producing  a  certificate  from  the  clerk  of  the  monthly  meet- 
ing to  which  they  belong,  of  their  being  members  of  that  society. 

An  Act  appointing  a  committee  to  make  an  estimate  of  rateables  in  the 
State,  in  order  to  assess  a  tax  at  the  next  session.  Almost  all  the  vacancies 
in  the  two  Continental  battalions  have  been  filled  up,  and  the  officers 
directed  to  exert  themselves  in  recruiting. 

The  Assembly  have  adjourned  to  the  first  Monday  in  March,  in  order  to 
try  the  effects  of  encouragement  given,  and  then  will  take  every  possible 
measure  to  complete  these  battalions. 

The  General  having  expostulated  with  us  in  pretty  warm  terms  upon  our 
raising  a  brigade  for  fifteen  montlis,  owing,  without  doubt,  to  the  misin- 
formations he  hath  received,  I  think  it  proper  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of 
what  I  have  written  to  him  upon  that  subject,  to  which  I  would  add, 
that  the  soldiers  are  to  have  the  same  wages  as  the  Continental  troops. 
You  will  represent  the  conduct  of  the  State  in  the  most  fixvorable  light. 
Indeed,  the  circumstances  of  the  State,  at  that  time,  were  such  as  rendered 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  raise  a  body  of  men  with  all  expedition.  When 
we  looked  to  the  Avestward,  we  saw  our  army  reduced  to  nothing,  and  when 
.  we  reviewed  the  New  England  States,  we  saw  no  appearance  of  raising  the 
Continental  battalion.  In  this  extremity,  we  thought  it  more  practicable 
to  raise  troops  for  fifteen  months  than  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war, 
not  doubting  but  that  Congress  would  approve  the  measure  and  take  them 
into  pay. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  hear  that  Congress  have  approved  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Jarvis,  in  supplying  the  State  with  arms,  upon  the  powerful  invasion 
of  the  enemy. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  State  has  supplied  all  the  forces  they  have 
sent  to  the  Continental  army  with  arms,  none  of  which  have  been  returned, 
and  that  the  Continental  ships,  built  in  this  State,  and  the  seamen  sent  from 
it  have  also  been  furnished  here,  I  much  wonder  that  any  objection  could 
be  made  to  his  conduct.  The  General  Assembly  have  appointed  Messrs. 
Greene  and  Howell  to  proceed  to  Congress  and  make  application  for  the 
money  advanced  by  this  State.  You,  who  are  so  well  acquainted  witii  the 
circumstances  of  this  government,  need  not  any  argument  to  exert  you  to 
use  your  utmost  influence  to  obtain  payment,  as  the  credit  of  the  State  is 
now  stretched  to  its  utmost  extent,  and  the  expenses  of  defending  it  are  at 
present  so  enormous  as  to  require  prodigious  sums.  It  is  proper  to  acquaint 
you  that  we  have  been  at  almost  the  whole  expense  of  supporting  the  troops 
from  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  while  in  this  State,  which  hath 
increased  our  demands  to  the  very  large   sum  you  will  find  stated  in  the 
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accounts.  Should  it  be  impracticable  to  supply  our  commissioners  with  the 
money,  you  will  endeavor  to  procure  an  order  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
loan  office  in  this  State,  to  issue  notes  for  it  in  belialf  of  the  Continent,  in 
which  case  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  forward  by  them  a  new  supply  of 
notes. 

By  the  lust  intelligence  from  Newport,  the  force  of  the  enemy  there  is 
about  three  thousand.  General  Spencer  is  in  expectation  of  being  soon 
supplied  with  a  sufficient  body  of  men  to  attack  them,  and  is  making  every 
preparation  for  that  purpose. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

KICHOLAS  COOKE. 


William  Ellery  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  March  6th,  1777. 
Sir  :  —  A  Mr.  Jackson,  one  of  the  managers  of  the  Continental  State 
lottery,  called  upon  me  this  morning,  and  told  me  that  he  was  going  to  the 
Eastern  States  with  tickets,  and  desired  me  to  recommend  to  him  some 
suitable  person  or  persons  in  our  State  with  whom  he  might  lodge  a  num- 
ber of  them  for  sale.  I  told  him  that  your  Honor  was  better  acquainted 
with  proper  persons  than  myself,  and  could  readily  point  him  to  them. 
Agreeably  to  his  request  I  therefore  recommend  him  to  your  notice,  and 
beg  that  you  would  advise  to  whom  to  apply.  As  a  State  lottery  is  one  of 
the  measures  that  Congress  hath  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  the  torrent  of  depre- 
ciation, I  hope  it  will  be  countenanced  and  encouraged  by  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  that  the  loan  office  too  will  be  patronised  and  promoted. 
The  interest  on  the  loan  office  certificates  was  lately  raised  to  six  per  centum, 
which  I  should  think  would  be  a  sufficient  inducement  to  money  lenders  to 
lend  their  money ;  especially  when  it  is  considered  that  if  large  sums  of 
money  can  be  borrowed  it  will  tend  greatly  to  check  the  sinking  credit  of 
Continental  money,  and  thereby  benefit  them  as  well  as  others.  Congress 
have  resolved  that  the  paper  bills  issued  by  the  States  might  be  received  at 
the  loan  office,  and  exchanged  for  certificates  ;  and  that  the  bills  so  received 
should  remain  there,  and  go  as  far  as  they  might  toward  the  payment  of 
the  Continental  debt  due  to  the  respective  States  ;  and  accordingly  letters 
to  this  purpose  have  been  transmitted  to  the  keepers  of  the  loan  offices  in 
the  several  States.  I  mention  this  the  more  particularly  because  it  will 
probably  prevent  Congress  from  ordering  the  commissioners  of  the  loan 
office  in  our  State  to  issue  notes  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  due  to  it ; 
which  is  a  mode  pointed  out  by  you,  in  case  it  should  be  impracticable  to 
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supply  Messrs.  Greene  and  Howell  with  the  money  asked  for.  I  returned 
here  the  day  before  yesterday ;  the  weather  hath  been  so  bad  as  to  prevent 
members  enough  from  coming  up  to  make  a  Congress.  As  soon  as  they 
meet  I  shall  use  my  influence  to  procure  an  order  on  the  treasury  for  the 
money  ;  but  not  with  any  hope  of  success  for  the  present,  for  there  is  not 
more  than  a  million  dollars  in  the  treasury,  and  that  sum  is  already  mort- 
gaged. I  wish  I  had  been  notified  of  the  intention  of  the  State  to  send 
persons  here  for  money,  before  they  had  sent  them.  In  that  case  I  would 
have  advised  to  postpone  the  matter  until  the  five  millions  of  dollars  which 
are  ordered  to  be  struck  should  have  been  completed.  However,  I  will 
do  all  I  can  in  this,  as  well  as  every  matter  directed  by  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  &c.,  and  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  get  some  money,  although  I  utterly 
despair  of  obtaining  a  quarter  part  of  what  is  now  due.  The  President 
will,  I  presume,  transmit  to  you  the  resolves  recommending  it  to  the  States 
not  to  emit  more  money  ;  nor  borrow  at  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  six 
per  cent.,  etc. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  the  information  you  have  given  me  ;  and  should 
be  glad  to  receive,  at  least,  the  substance  of  all  public  acts  as  soon  as  may 
be  convenient  after  the  rising  of  the  Assembly ;  for  besides  the  disadvan- 
tages which  may  follow  from  ignorance,  it  is  a  shame  for  a  delegate  not  to 
be  able  to  tell  what  is  done  in  his  own  State. 

We  have  nothing  remarkable  from  the  army  in  the  Jerseys.  In  a  skirm- 
ish last  Sunday  week,  between  eight  hundred  of  our  men  and  the  reinforce- 
ment from  Rhode  Island,  consisting  at  least  of  seventeen  himdred,  some  say 
upward  of  two  thousand  men,  our  troops  had  much  the  advantage.  We 
killed  fifty  of  the  enemy  at  least,  and  wounded  in  proportion,  took  it  is  said, 
a  few  prisoners,  and  a  small  matter  of  camp  equipage,  with  the  loss  on  our 
side  of  only  three  or  four  men.  Some  accounts  say  that  Ave  killed  and 
wounded  five  hundred  and  four,  but  this,  I  believe,  is  beyond  the  truth.  I 
rejoice  to  hear  that  General  Spencer  is  meditating  an  attack  on  Rhode 
Island.  I  wish  that  he  may  collect  force  enough  to  make  it  successful.  It 
is  of  great  importance  to  take  advantage  of  the  divided  state  of  the  British 
army. 

I  continue  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  consideration, 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S.  —  I  write  under  a  great  headache,  occasioned  by  a  bad  cold,  in 
great  haste,  and  upon  such  paper  as  I  could  get  at  my  lodgings,  therefore 
I  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned.  I  hope  my  new  colleague  will  come  on  as  soon 
as  possible.  W.  E. 
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William  Ellery  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  March  15th,  1777. 

Sir:  —  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that,  beyond  my  expectation, 
I  have  procured  a  resolve  of  Congress,  in  favor  of  our  State,  for  an  order 
upon  the  auditor  general  for  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  upon  the  loan 
office  for  sixty  thousand  dollars,  and  upon  the  treasury  for  one  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  new  emission  ordered  to  be 
issued.  Before  Congress  left  Baltimore,  they  ordered  a  million  of  dollars 
to  be  delivered  to  the  auditor  general,  subject  to  drafts  from  Congress  ;  the 
money  is  on  the  road,  and  so  soon  as  it  arrives  the  orders  upon  him  Avill  be 
paid,  and  your  commissioners  dispatched. 

I  received  a  letter  yesterday  from  Samuel  and  Robert  Purviance,  dated 
Baltimore,  March  10th,  1777,  enclosing  a  letter  to  me  from  your  Honor, 
which  they  say  they  had  received  that  morning  by  Captain  Timothy  Coffin, 
wdio  was  addressed  to  them  by  our  State  for  a  load  of  flour  and  bar  iron. 
That  they  should  load  and  dispatch  him  as  soon  as  possible  ;  but  from  the 
present  extreme  bad  condition  of  the  roads,  it  was  very  difficult  to  bring 
flour  or  any  thing  else  to  town,  therefore  produce  would  come  in  but  slowly 
for  some  time.  That  you  had  sent  a  general  order  on  Mr.  Hillegas  for  as 
much  as  would  load  the  vessel.  Mr.  Hillegas  says  he  can't  pay  it  without 
a  w^arraut  on  the  order  specifying  the  particular  sum.  As  this  can't  be 
known  until  the  vessel  is  loaded,  that  they  shall  when  that  is  done,  trans- 
mit me  the  order  to  obtain  a  warrant  for  the  value  shipped,  and  close  with 
desiring  me  to  give  your  Honor  the  earliest  notice  of  Coffin's  arrival.  I 
do  it,  sir,  with  great  pleasure  ;  and  shall  pay  them  by  an  order  upon  the 
treasurer,  who  will  continue  at  Baltimore  for  sometime,  for  so  much  as  the 
lading,  &c.,  shall  amount  to,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  dollars,  for  which  I  have  an  order  upon  him,  as  before  men- 
tioned. 

We  have  nothing  remarkable.  The  President  received  a  letter  last  even- 
ing from  Colonel  Wayne,  at  Ticonderoga,  dated  the  2d  of  March.  Every- 
thing was  in  peace.  He  mentions  how  the  enemy  were  posted  in  Canada, 
and  in  doing  that  says  that  the  famous,  now  the  infamous,  Paoli,  commands  at 
one  of  them.  There  are  two  British  gi-enadiers  in  town,  who  lately  deserted 
from  the  army  in  the  Jersey.  They  say  that  the  enemy  were  in  want  of 
fresh  provisions  and  forage,  and  that  there  was  a  red  fever  among  the  Hes- 
sians which  proved  very  mortal.  From  this  and  other  accounts,  of  the  Avant 
of  forage,  and  from  the  loss  and  incapacity  of  their  horses  for  service  for 
want  of  food,  I  hope  and  conclude  that  they  Avill  not  be  able  to  move  from 
Brunswick  until  Ave  shall  have  collected  an  army  sufficient  to  attack  and 
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demolish  them.  I  am  impatient  to  hear  of  an  attack  upon  Rhode  Island. 
I  hope  nothing  will  prevent  it.  A  successful  attack  there  would  be  of 
infinite  advantage  to  the  common  cause.  I  am  in  great  haste,  but  with  all 
due  respect, 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

William  Ellery  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  March  30th,  1777. 

Sir  :  —  Agreeable  to  the  directions  in  your  letter,  by  Messrs.  Gi'eene  and 
Howell,  I  have  exerted  myself  to  tlie  utmost  of  my  power,  and  have  been 
happy  enough,  by  the  kind  offices  of  the  President  and  others,  in  consequence 
of  my  application,  to  procure  a  very  great  part  of  the  balance  due  to  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  which  I  wish  may  go  safe  to  our  treasury. 
The  commissioners  will  inform  you  as  to  the  unhappy  cause  of  their  deten- 
tion ;  they  will  also  acquaint  you  with  the  moneys  they  paid  Messrs.  Per- 
viances  out  of  the  moneys  received  from  the  treasurer  in  Baltimore,  and 
when  it  was  expected  that  Captain  Coffin  would  sail,  and  with  every  article 
of  intelligence.  If  the  moneys  paid  by  them  to  the  Purviances  should  not 
amount  to  the  balance  of  their  account,  I  shall  improve  that  circumstance 
to  obtain  a  resolve  for  an  additional  sum,  and  take  the  money  along  with 
me,  if  I  can,  when  I  return  to  our  State. 

I  should  be  exceedingly  glad  if  the  General  Assembly  woiild  choose  a 
delegate  early  in  the  first  session,  after  they  receive  this,  and  give  immedi- 
ate notice  of  their  appointment  by  transmitting  a  copy  of  their  resolves  on 
that  head,  to  their  delegates  in  Congress  ;  because  after  the  expiration  of 
the  time  for  which  I  was  appointed  I  cannot  take  a  seat  in  Congress,  and  I 
mean  to  continue  here  until  I  am  made  acquainted  with  their  appointment ; 
for  if  I  should  not  be  re-chosen,  I  shall  take  home  with  me  all  my  baggage, 
only  a  part  of  Avhich  I  shall  be  obliged  to  carry  backward  and  forward,  if 
I  should  be  honored  with  a  reappointment. 

It  is  the  observation  of  an  author  well  acquainted  with  human  nature, 
that  the  least  a  man  says  in  his  own  praise  is  still  too  much.  I  will,  there- 
fore, only  observe,  in  my  OAvn  behalf,  that  if  I  have  not  discharged  my 
duty  hitherto  so  well  as  I  ought  to  have  done,  it  hath  not  been  owing  to  a 
want  of  attention  to  it ;  and  that  if  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  should  think 
proper  to  houor  me  with  a  reappointment,  they  may  rely  on  my  most  stren- 
uous endeavors  in  its  service. 

The  liberty  of  America  I  hold  dearer  than  my  life,  and  shall  always  feel 
a  satisfaction,  amidst  any  sacrifice   of  ease  and  domestic   comfort  I   may 
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make,  when  I  can  contribute  towards  its  establishment,  and  the  prosperity 
and  liappiness  of  the  State  of  Rliode  Island,  &c. 

"With  the  warmest  wishes  for  both,  if  they  do  not  involve  each  other,  and 
for  your  Honor's  heakh  and  felicity,  I  continue  to  be,  with  the  greatest 
consideration  and  esteem, 

Your  Plonor's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P..  S.  —  The  delegate  to  be  chosen  will,  I  suppose,  be  chosen  for  a  year, 
the  year  to  commence  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  Avhich  I  was 
appointed.  W.  E. 

I  have  delivered  the  loan  office  certificates  for  sixty  thousand  dollars,  to 
your  commissioners.     It  is  endorsed  to  you,  sir,  for  the  use  of  the  State. 

William  Ellery  to  Governor  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  April  6th,  1777. 

Sir  :  —  You  will  receive  with  this  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Samuel  and 
Robert  Purviance,  inclosing  an  invoice  of  sloop  Diamond's  cargo,  and  an 
account  of  disbursements,  by  which  it  appears  that  there  is  a  balance  due 
to  them  of  £164,  16s.  8d. 

After  waiting  a  convenient  time,  I  shall  make  a  fresh  application  for  the 
balance  due  to  our  State,  and  out  of  the  moneys  I  may  receive,  pay  the 
above  balance.  If  I  should  not  be  able  to  procure  an  order  on  the  treasury 
in  season,  I  have  wrote  those  gentlemen  that  I  would  borrow  and  transmit 
to  them  the  money  due  to  them,  upon  the  first  notice. 

Enclosed  is  a  resolve  of  Congress,  respecting  your  granting  commissions, 
which  I  transmit,  because,  in  the  multiplicity  of  the  President's  business,  it 
may  be  forgot  by  him.  I  laid  the  paragraphs  of  your  letter  which  related 
to  that  point  before  Congress,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter. 
Congress  did  nothing  in  the  matter,  which  amounted  to  an  acquiesence.  A 
day  or  two  ago,  a  letter  from  the  President  of  South  Carolina,  was  read  in 
Congress,  representing  that  for  the  want  of  commissions,  instructions,  etc., 
he  had  issued  commissions,  and  desiring  that  a  resolve  might  pass  which 
might  give  validity  to  his  commissions.  This  brought  to  my  mind  your 
granting  commissions,  and  induced  me  to  move  the  resolve,  which  is  now 
enclosed.  If  Continental  commissions  should  be  wanted,  you  will  send  for 
them  in  time. 

It  is  said  that  the  troops,  which  in  a  letter  to  Commodore  Hopkins,  I 
mentioned  had  embarked,  and  desired  him  to  communicate  to  you,  have 
disembarked  ;  but  in  a  late  letter  from  the  General,  he  does  not  mention  it. 
It  is  his  opinion  that  this  city  is  the   great  object  of  the   enemy,  and   it  is, 
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too,  the   sentiment  of  General   Greene.     I  Avish  we   may  be  prepared  to 
receive  them. 

I  am  greatly  mortifiecl  to  find  that  the  expedition  designed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  hath  fallen  through.  To  what  cause  this  is  owing  I  know 
not ;  but  I  am  sorry  that  the  militia  of  this  continent  should,  by  the  mili- 
tary, be  considered  in  a  light  so  little  respectable  as  it  is.  I  know  not 
what  number  were  collected  in  consequence  of  the  spirited  resolution  of 
our  State  ;  but  I  should  think  that  six  thousand  militia,  conducted  by  good 
officers,  would  be  sufficient  to  expel,  destroy,  or  capture  the  four  thousand 
said  to  be  on  Rhode  Island,  a  nvimber  of  whom  are,  doubtless,  invalids. 
But  this  I  speak  Avith  submission,  for  I  am  unacquainted  Avith  the  military 
walk.  I  never  travelled  in  it.  However,  in  the  present,  as  well  as  in  the 
last  war,  militia  did,  I  remember,  and  have  done,  many  notable  feats. 

I  could  wish  to  haA'e  this  business  taken  up  again,  if  it  can  be  done  whh 
a  good  prospect  of  collecting  an  army  of  six  or  eight  thousand  men,  and 
some  able,  spirited  officers  to  conduct  them.  I  am  not  alone  in  my  opinion 
of  the  advantages  AA'hich  Avould  attend  such  an  expedition,  nor  of  the  prow- 
ess of  militia.  You  Avill  excuse  these  hints,  suggested  and  throAvn  out 
from  a  mortification  I  feel  in  having  a  handful  of  the  enemy  in  possession 
of  an  Island  so  beneficial  to  them,  when  it  appears  to  me  that  our  militia, 
with  the  aid  of  our  sister  States,  could  very  easily  dislodge  or  destroy 
them,  and  from  a  love  of  country. 

Mr.  Marchant  has  not  arrived,  I  hope  the  request  in  my  last  a\u11  be 
complied  Avith. 

I  am,  Avith  great  regard, 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

From  May,  1776,  Congress  contmued  its  session  until  the 
approach,  of  the  British  troops  induced  an  adjournment,  on 
the  r2th  of  December,  to  Baltimore,  there  to  meet  on  the 
20th  of  the  same  month.  They  held  their  session  at  Balti- 
more until  the  27th  of  February,  when  they  adjourned  to 
meet  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  3rd  day  of  March.  There  they 
resumed  business  on  the  12th  day  of  March,  and  remained 
in  session  until  May,  1777.  John  Hancock  presided  over 
their  deliberations  through  the  year,  Charles  Thompson 
being  Secretary. 
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During  the  year  preceding  May,  1777,  William  Ellery 
was  one  of  the  delegates  from  this  State,  and  was  in  his 
seat.  Gov.  Hopkins,  the  other  delegate  elected  in  May, 
1776,  returned  to  Rhode  Island  in  the  autumn  of  1776,  and 
did  not  afterwards  appear  in  Congress.  These  were  the 
only  delegates  from  Rhode  Island  during  the  year.  The 
Assembly,  in  February,  1777,  appointed  Henry  Marchant,  of 
Newport,  "  an  additional  delegate."  He  was  directed  by  the 
Assembly  "  to  proceed  to  Congress  so  as  to  join  that  body 
on  the  20th  of  March."  He  gave  the  Assembly  at  theii* 
next  session  satisfactory  reasons  for  his  neglect  of  their 
direction.  He  did  not  take  his  seat  in  Congress  under  this 
appointment. 

A  glance  at  the  labors  and  honors  of  the  delegates  of  the 
State  may  not  be  inappropriate.  Committees  appointed 
before  May,  1776,  continued  in  charge  of  the  matters 
referred  to  them,  the  members  being  changed  only  where 
the  elections  of  new  members  made  it  necessary.  Mr. 
Hopkins  retained  his  place  on  the  Marine  and  Naval  Com- 
mittee until  he  left  Philadelphia,  when  Mr.  Ellery  was  put 
in  his  place.  On  the  25th  of  May,  ^Ii\  Hopkins  was 
appointed  one  of  a  committee  to  confer  with  Generals 
Washington,  Gates,  and  Mifflin,  and  •'  to  concert  a  plan  of 
military  operations  for  the  ensuing  campaign."  A  commit- 
tee was  appointed  June  12th,  "  to  prepare  and  digest  the 
form  of  a  confederation  to  be  entered  into  between  these 
colonies."  Mr.  Hopkins  was  one  of  this  committee.  On 
the  12th  of  July  they  reported  a  draft,  eighty  copies  of 
which  were  printed  for  the  members,  and  the  strictest 
secrecy  was  enjoined  as  to  its  contents.  On  the  15th  of  June, 
Mr.  Hopkins  was  appointed  one  of  a  committee  of  three 
"to  take  into  consideration  the  State  of  Georgia."  They 
reported  on  the  5th  of  July,  the  expediency  of  raising  two 
battalions  of  troops  and  the  building  of  four  gallies  for  the 
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defence  of  Georgia,  which  measures  were  adopted  by  Con- 
gress. The  causes  of  the  defeat  and  miscarriages  of  the 
campaign  in  Canada  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  one 
from  each  Colony.  Mr.  Hopkins  represented  this  State  on 
that  committee.  They  reported  on  the  30th  of  July,  that 
the  short  enlistments  of  the  Continental  troops,  the  want  of 
hard  money  to  purchase  necessaries,  and,  above  all,  the 
prevalence  of  the  small  pox  among  the  soldiers,  were  the 
efficient  causes  of  the  miscarriages  referred  to.  Congress 
raised  a  committee  of  five  to  consider  "  what  provision 
ought  to  be  made  for  such  as  are  wounded  or  disabled  in 
the  land  or  sea  service  "  of  the  United  States.  Their  report 
came  before  Congress  on  the  •26th  of  August.  Mr.  Ellery 
was  one  of  this  committee.  He  was  also  placed  on  the 
committee  on  the  Treasury,  to  supply  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Ward.  Mr.  Ellery  was  also  appointed  as 
the  agent  in  this  State  to  employ  proper  persons  to  purchase 
blankets  and  woolen  goods  fit  for  soldiers,  and  to  have 
clothing  made  up  and  distributed.  Until  January,  1777, 
appeals  in  prize  causes  from  the  decisions  of  the  Admiralty 
courts  of  the  several  colonies  were  made  to  Congress,  and 
tried  by  special  committees.  This  course  was  abandoned, 
and  on  the  30th  of  January  a  standing  committee  of  five 
was  appoi^'ted  to  hear  and  determine  such  appeals.  Mr. 
Ellery  was  one  of  this  committee.  In  February  a  committee 
of  seven  was  appointed,  including  Mr.  Ellery,  to  de\ise 
ways  and  means  of  sustaining  the  credit  of  the  Continental 
currency  and  of  supplying  the  treasury.  These  are  selected 
to  show  that  the  statements  of  the  delegates  in  their  letters 
of  the  amount  of  labor  with  which  they  were  charged,  were 
not  probably  over-stated.  At  the  same  time  they  evince 
their  standing  and  influence  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 


CHAPTER    III. 

1777  TO  MAY,  1778. 


Stephen  Hopkixs,  "William  Ellery  and  Henry  Marchant  elected  Delegates 
.  in  April  by  the  Freemen — Commission — Powers  of  Congress — Articles 
of  Confederation  proposed  and  adopted — Circular  to  the  State  Legisla- 
tures— Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  respecting — Instructions  to 
the  Delegates — Amendments  proposed  by  the  States  not  adopted — Arti- 
cles of  Confederation  finally  ratified  in  March,  1781 — Honor  due  to 
Rhode  Island  for  her  views  in  relation  to  the  Crown  lands — Correspond- 
ence between  the  Executive  and  Delegates — Author's  views  in  regard 
to  the  plan  of  the  present  work — Sessions  of  Congress — Review  of  the 
labors  and  honors  of  the  Delegates  from  Rhode  Island. 

At  the  General  Assembly  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
May,  1^77,  it  appeared  that  Stephen  Hoj)kins,  William 
Ellery,  and  Henry  Marchant  had  been  elected  by  the  free- 
men at  their  town  meetings  in  April,  delegates  to  Congress 
for  one  year,  under  the  act  of  March,  1777,  preceding. 
They  received  commissions  of  the  following  tenor : — 

By  the  Honorable  Nicholas  Cooke,  Esq.,  Governor,  Captain-General, 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  and  over  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  to  William  Ellery,  Esq.,  Greeting : 

Whereas,  By  a  vote  of  the  freemen  of  said  State,  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  May,  inst.,  you,  the  said  William  Ellery,  was  elected  a  delegate  to 
represent  said  State  for  one  year  in  the  General  Congress  from  the  thirteen 
United  States  of  America,  now  sitting  in  Philadelphia,  or  Avherever  the 
same  may  sit. 

I  do,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  Governor  and  company  of  the  said 
State,  hereby  authorize,  empower  and  commissionate  you,  the  said  William 


130  RHODE    ISLAND    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

EUery,  in  coiijvmctioa  with  the  otlier  delegates  that  are  or  may  be  elected 
delegates  of  the  said  State,  or  separately  and  alone,  in  case  of  the  sickness 
or  other  neces.sary  absence  of  the  other  delegates  of  said  State,  to  represent 
the  said  State  in  the  said  General  Congress,  and  in  behalf  thereof  to  join 
with  the  delegates  from  the  other  states,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  in  all 
such  measures  as  shall  be  thought  best  -for  promoting  the  defence  and  Avel- 
fare  of  the  said  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  given,  or  that 
may  be  given  you  by  the  General  Assmbly. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Seal  of  said  State,  at  Providence,  this  7th 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven. 

NICHOLAS  COOKE. 

By  his  Honor's  command,  Henky  Ward,  Esq. 

At  a  special  session  in  August,  the  act  of  March,  regulat- 
ing the  appointment  of  delegates,  was  amended,  and  dele- 
gates duly  elected  were  authorized  to  act  in  Congress  until 
"  they  have  notice  of  their  reelection  or  until  those  appointed 
in  their  room  shall  take  their  seats." 

Up  to  this  date,  the  powers  of  Congress  were  such  as  the 
several  colonies  and  states  had  conferred  on  its  members, 
and  such  as  they  had  been  compelled  to  assume  by  force  of 
circumstances.  There  existed  a  great  dissimilarity  in  the 
commissions  of  the  several  members,  but  they  all  looked  to 
one  end,  the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
colonies,  and  their  independence.  No  articles  of  union  or 
federation  between  the  colonies  had  been  adopted.  A  sense 
of  general  danger  forced  them  at  first  to  united  action  for 
general  safety.  This  constituted  their  only  bond  of  union 
even  when  they  were  styling  themselves  "  The  United  Colo- 
nies," and  were  so  styled  in  public  documents.  Dr.  Franklin 
proposed  the  adoption  of  certain  articles  of  confederation  early 
in  the  Congress  of  1775.  The  articles  proposed  by  him  were 
never  acted  upon  until  all  hope  of  reconciliation  with  Great 
Britain  had  been  abandoned.  Such  a  confederation  might 
have  been  deemed  premature.      After  having  assumed  the 
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right  of  self-government  as  sovereign  states,  it  became  vitally 
important  that  the  union  between  them  should  be  placed  on 
a  permanent  basis,  and  the  terms  of  that  union  definitely 
ascertained  and  determined.  After  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence had  been  decided  upon,  and  before  a  definite  form 
had  been  given  to  it  and  the  declaration  made  public.  Con- 
gress resumed  the  consideration  of  this  subject.  On  the  12th 
of  June,  1776,  they  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  arti- 
cles of  confederation.  This  committee  reported  a  draft  July 
12th,  which  was  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  only. 
On  the  22d  of  July,  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  report  of  this 
committee.  The  committee  of  the  whole  reported  certain 
articles  as  agreed  to,  on  the  20th  of  August.  These  were 
also  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members,  but  were  not  acted 
upon  until  the  8th  of  April,  1777,  nor  were  they  perfected 
and  finally  adopted  by  Congress  until  the  15th  day  of 
November  of  the  same  year.  To  give  them  validity,  they 
still  required  the  assent  of  each  state.  On  the  17th  of 
November,  Congress  adopted  the  following  circular  to  accom- 
pany the  Articles  of  Confederation  to  the  legislature  of  each 
state. 

In  Congress,  York-Town,  November  17,  1777. 

Congress  having  agreed  upon  a  plan  of  confederacy  for  securing  the  free- 
dom, sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United  States,  authentic  copies 
are  now  transmitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  respective  legishitures. 

The  business,  equally  intricate  and  important,  has,  in  its  progress,  been 
attended  with  uncommon  embarrassments  and  delay,  which  the  most  anx- 
ious solicitude  and  persevering  industry  could  not  prevent.  To  form  a 
permanent  union,  accommodated  to  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  delegates 
of  so  many  States,  differing  in  habits,  produce,  commerce  and  internal 
police,  was  found  to  be  a  work  which  nothing  but  time  and  reflection,  con- 
spiring with  a  disposition  to  conciliate,  could  mature  and  accomplish. 
Hardly  is  it  to  be  expected  that  any  plan,  in  the  variety  of  provisions  essen- 
tial to  our  union,  should  exactly  correspond  with  the  maxims  and  political 
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views  of  every  particular  state.  Let  it  be  remarked,  that  after  the  most 
careful  enquiry  and  the  fullest  information,  this  is  proposed,  as  the  best 
which  could  be  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  all,  and  as  that  alone  Avhich 
affords  any  tolerable  prospect  of  general  ratification. 

Permit  us,  then,  earnestly  to  recommend  these  Articles  to  the  immediate 
and  dispassionate  attention  of  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  states.  Let 
them  be  carefully  reviewed  under  a  sense  of  the  difficulty  of  combining  in 
one  general  system  the  various  sentiments  and  interests  of  a  continent 
divided  into  so  many  sovereign  and  independent  communities,  under  a  con- 
viction of  the  absolute  necessity  of  uniting  all  our  counsels  and  all  our 
strength,  to  maintain  and  defend  our  common  liberties  ;  let  them  be  exam- 
ined, with  a  liberality  becoming  brethren  and  fellow  citizens  surrounded  by 
the  same  imminent  dangers,  contending  for  the  same  illustrious  prize,  and 
deeply  interested  in  being  forever  bound  and  connected  together  by  ties  the 
most  intimate  and  indissoluble  ;  and  finally,  let  them  be  adjusted,  with  the 
temper  and  magnanimity  of  wise  and  patriotic  legislators,  who,  while  they 
are  concerned  for  the  prosperity  of  their  own  immediate  circle,  are  capable 
of  rising  superior  to  local  attachments  when  they  may  be  incompatible  with 
the  safety,  happiness  and  glory  of  the  general  confederacy. 

We  have  reason  to  regret  the  time  which  has  elapsed  in  preparing  this 
plan  for  consideration,  with  additional  solicitude  to  that  which  must  be 
necessarily  spent  before  it  can  be  ratified.  Every  motive  calls  upon  us  to 
hasten  its  conclusion.  More  than  any  other  consideration,  it  will  confound 
our  foreign  enemies,  defeat  the  flagitious  practices  of  the  disaffected, 
strengthen  and  confirm  our  friends,  support  our  public  credit,  restore  the 
value  of  our  money,  enable  us  to  maintain  our  fleets  and  armies,  and  add  a 
weight  and  respect  to  our  councils  at  home  and  to  our  treaties  abroad. 

In  short,  this  salutary  measure  can  no  longer  be  deferred.  It  seems 
essential  to  our  very  existence  as  a  free  people,  and  without  it  we  may  soon 
be  constrained  to  bid  adieu  to  independence,  to  liberty  and  safety,  and  bless- 
ings which,  from  the  justness  of  our  cause,  and  the  favor  of  an  Almighty 
Creator  visibly  manifested  in  our  protection,  we  have  reason  to  expect  if,  in 
a  humble  dependence  on  His  divine  providence,  we  strenuously  exert  the 
means  which  are  placed  in  our  power. 

To  conclude,  if  the  legislature  of  any  State  shall  not  be  assembled.  Con- 
gress recommends  to  the  executive  authority  to  convene  it  without  delay; 
and  to  each  respective  legislature  it  is  recommended  to  invest  its  delegates 
with  competent  powers,  ultimately,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  State,  to 
subscribe  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  to  attend  Congress  for  that  purpose  on  or  before  the  10th  day 
of  March. 
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The  proposed  Articles  of  Confederation,  with  the  accom- 
panying circnlar  from  Congress,  were  laid  before  the  General 
Assembly  at  a  special  session  held  on  the  19th  day  of 
December,  1777;  the  consideration  of  the  same  was  post- 
poned to  the  next  session,  to  convene  on  the  ^d  Monday 
in  February,  1778,  when  the  following  resolutions  on  the 
subject  were  adopted  : — 

This  Assembly,  having  taken  into  consideration  the  Articles  of  Confede- 
ration and  Perpetual  Union  between  the  states  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delawai'e,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  transmitted  by  Congress  to  this 
State  ;  and  having  had  them  repeatedly  read,  and  having  maturely  weighed 
and  most  seriously  deliberated  upon  them  as  their  impoi'tance  to  this  and  to 
other  states,  and  to  posterity,  deserves  ;  and  considering  also  the  pressing 
necessity  of  completing  the  union,  as  a  measure  essential  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  independence  and  safety  of  the  said  states, — 

Do  Vote  and  Resolve,  and  it  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the 
Honorable  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  William  EUery,  Esq.,  and  Henry  Mar- 
chant,  Esq.,  the  delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  or  any  one 
of  them,  be  and  they  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  on  the 
part  and  behalf  of  this  State,  to  accede  to  and  sign  the  said  Articles  of 
Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union,  in  such  solemn  form  and  manner  as 
Congress  shall  think  best  adapted  to  a  transaction  so  important  to  the 
present  and  future  generations  ;  provided  that  the  same  be  acceded  to  by 
eight  of  the  other  states. 

And  in  case  any  alterations  in  or  additions  to  the  said  Articles  of  Con- 
federation and  Perpetual  Union  shall  be  made  by  nine  of  the  said  states  in 
Congress  assembled,  that  the  said  delegates,  or  any  one  of  them,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  in  like  manner  to  accede  to  and 
sign  the  said  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union,  Avith  the  altera- 
tions and  additions  which  shall  be  so  made. 

It  is  further  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  this  Assembly  will  and  do 
hereby,  in  behalf  of  the  said  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions, in  the  most  solemn  manner  pledge  the  faith  of  the  said  State  to  hold 
and  consider  the  acts  of  the  said  delegates  in  so  acceding  to  and  signing  the 
said  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union,  as  valid  and  binding 
upon  the  said  State  in  all  future  time. 
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AxD  IT  IS  FURTHER  VoTED  AND  Resolved,  That  a  fair  copy  of  this  act 
be  made  and  authenticated  under  the  public  seal  of  this  State,  with  the 
signature  of  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  and  be  transmitted  to  the  said 
delegates  ;  and  that  the  same  shall  be  sufficient  warraut  and  authority  to 
the  said  delegates,  or  any  one  of  them,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 


At  the  same  session,  the  Assembly  gave  the  folio wmg 
instructions  to  the  delegates  of  the  State  : — 

Instruction  to  the  Honorable  Stephen  Hopkins,  William  Ellery, 
and  Henry  Marchant,  Esqs.,  delegates  from  this  State  in  Congress, 
respecting  the  proposed  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union 
between  the  thirteen  United  States  : 

First.  By  the  Fifth  article,  no  state  can  be  represented  by  less  than  two 
members.  As  it  will  be  inconvenient  and  burdensome  for  the  small  states 
to  keep  in  Congress  more  than  two  or  three  members,  it  may  happen  from 
sickness  or  death,  or  some  other  unavoidable  accident,  that  such  state  may 
not  have  more  than  one  member  present  in  Congress,  and  thereby  be 
deprived  of  a  voice,  which  may  be  highly  prejudicial ;  you  are  therefore 
instructed  to  move  in  Congress  for  an  alteration  in  that  article,  so  that,  in 
case  by  sickness,  death  or  any  unavoidable  accident,  but  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  a  state  can  attend  Congress,  such  state  may  be  represented  in 
Congress  by  one  member,  for  such  reasonable  space  of  time  as  shall  be 
agreed  upon  by  Congress,  and  as  ascertained  by  the  Articles  of  Confede- 
ration. 

Secondly.  Taxes  ought  to  be  assessed  equally,  and  nothing  will  have  a 
greater  tendency  to  induce  freemen  to  submit  to  heavy  taxes  than  an  opin- 
ion that  they  are  justly  proportioned.  And  as  very  material  alterations 
may  happen  in  the  abilities  of  the  different  states  to  pay  taxes,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  you  are  instructed  to  move  in  Congress  the  following  addi- 
tion to  the  article,  "  that  such  estimate  be  taken  and  made  once  in  every 
five  years,  at  least." 

Thirdly.  The  King  of  Great  Britain,  before  the  present  war,  was  vested 
with  the  property  of  great  quantities  of  land,  and  enjoyed  large  revenues 
arising  from  quit-rents  within  the  Unite'd  States.  By  commencing  and  car- 
rying on  this  imnatural  war,  with  the  avowed  design  of  I'educing  the  United 
States  to  the  most  debasing  and  ignominious  servitude,  that  crown  hath 
justly  forfeited  such  lands  and  revenues.  If  the  forfeiture  take  place,  it 
will  be  in  consequence  of  the  exertions  of  all  the  United  States,  by  whom 
the  war  is  supported,  consequently  all  the  Uunited  States  ought  to  be  pro- 
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portioually  benefitted  by  the  forfeiture.  But  should  the  several  states  in 
which  such  lands  lie  and  revenues  are  raised,  appropriate  them  to  their 
separate  use,  they  will  at  the  end  of  the  war,  be  possessed  of  great  funds  to 
reburse  tliemselves  for  their  expenses,  while  those  states  that  are  not  in  that 
situation,  although  at  a  proportionable  expense  of  blood  and  treasure  in 
receiving  such  foi'feiture,  not  receiving  any  benefit  therefrom,  will  be  left 
to  struggle  with  an  immense  debt ;  which  is  unequal  and  unjust.  The  claim 
of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  to  such  lands  and  revenues  was  uncontested 
before  the  jDresent  war,  none  of  the  states  having  formed  any  pretensions 
thereto,  which  is  another  cogent  argument  why  the  forfeiture  ought  to  be 
vested  in  all  the  United  States.  Omitting  many  things  which  your  atten- 
tion to  this  important  subject  will  suggest  to  you,  it  is  proper  to  observe 
that  Congi-ess  has  promised  lands  to  the  army,  and  that  unless  they  be 
provided  out  of  such  forfeiture,  several  of  the  states,  and  this  in  particular, 
will  be  in  a  very  unhappy  predicament.  You  are  therefore  instructed  to 
move  in  Congress,  that  it  be  inserted  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  that 
all  such  lands  and  revenues  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  to  be  disposed  of 
and  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  Confederacy.  It 
is  uot  meant  by  this  instruction,  that  Congress  should  claim  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  forfeited  lands,  but  that  the  same  should  remain  in  the  State  in  which 
it  lies. 

Fourthly.  Although  this  Assembly  deem  the  amendments  and  alterations 
herein  proposed  of  very  great  importance,  yet  the  completion  of  the  union 
is  so  indispensably  necessary,  that  you  are  instructed,  after  having  used 
your  utmost  influence  to  procure  them  to  be  made,  in  case  they  should  be 
rejected,  not  to  decline  acceding,  on  the  part  of  this  State,  to  the  Articles 
of  Confederation  ;  taking  care  that  these  proposed  amendments  and  altera- 
tions be  previously  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  Congress,  that  it  may 
appear  they  were  made  before  the  signing  the  confederation,  and  this  State 
intends,  hereafter,  to  renew  the  motion  for  them  ;  this  Assembly,  trusting 
that  Congress,  at  some  future  time,  convinced  of  their  utility  and  justice, 
will  adopt  them,  and  that  they  will  be  confirmed  by  all  the  states. 

It  is  further  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  an  exemplification  of  this 
act  be  made  and  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  to  the  delegates  appointed  to 
represent  this  State  in  Congress,  who  are  indispensably  to  observe  and 
follow  the  said  instructions. 

So  few  of  the  states  had  instructed  their  delegates  before 
the  10th  day  of  March,  1778,  in  relation  to  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  that  the   subject  was  not  called  up   on  that 
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day  in  Congress,  nor  until  the  22d  day  of  June.  On  that 
day  Congress  commenced  examining  the  objections  proposed 
by  the  several  states  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and 
considering  the  several  amendments  to  the  same  which  had 
been  suggested.  Almost  every  state  had  some  alteration  or 
amendment  to  propose.  These  were  all  negatived,  and  gen- 
erally by  very  decisive  majorities.  The  amendments  pro- 
posed by  this  State  met  with  the  same  fate  as  those  proposed 
by  others.  On  the  one  to  authorize  a  state  to  be  represented 
by  one  delegate  for  a  definite  period,  when  by  sickness  or 
unavoidable  accident  a  second  delegate  could  not  be  present ; 
and  on  another  declarir^g  that  certain  crown  lands  should  be 
deemed  the  property  of  the  United  States  and  disposed  of 
for  the  benefit  of  the  confederacy,  sa\dng  the  jurisdiction 
over  the  same  to  the  states  in  which  they  lie,  one  state 
voted  in  the  affirmative  and  nine  in  the  negative.  On  the 
other,  requiring  the  estimates  on  which  the  ratio  of  taxes  to 
be  made  once  in  every  five  years,  four  states  voted  in  the 
affirmative  and  six  in  the  negative. 

A  committee  appointed  on  the  25th  day  of  June  to  pre- 
pare a  form  of  ratification  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
on  the  following  day  presented  a  report.  This,  with  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  on 
parchment,  for  the  signatures  of  the  delegates.  On  the  9th 
of  July,  17T8,  this  copy  was  signed  by  delegates  in  behalf  of 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina.  The 
delegates  from  North  Carolina  signed  the  same  on  the  21st 
of  July,  those  of  Georgia  on  the  2-l:th  of  July,  those  of  New 
Jersey  on  the  26th  of  November,  those  of  Delaware  on  the 
12th  of  February',  1779,  and  those  of  Maryland  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1781,  on  which  day  the  ratification  was  announced 
and  the  Articles  of  Confederation  became  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 
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The  principal  cause  of  the  delay  was  the  crown  lands 
within  the  charter  lines  of  certain  states.  Rhode  Island, 
Delaware,  New  Jersey,  and  Maryland  resisted  the  claims 
which  were  set  up,  to  these  lands,  by  the  states  in  which  they 
were  situated.  Maryland,  on  this  ground,  persisted  in  her 
refusal  to  accede  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation  for  more 
than  two  years  after  all  the  other  states  had  acceded  to 
them. 

Justice  requu'es,  and  truth,  that  it  should  not  be  forgotten 
in  relation  to  the  action  of  this  State,  on  this  subject,  that 
though  she  sided  with  Delaware,  New  Jersey  and  Mary- 
land, she  did  not  hesitate  in  adopting  the  Articles  of  Confede- 
ration because  their  views  were  not  carried  out  in  them.  In 
her  instructions  to  her  delegates,  Rhode  Island  sets  forth  her 
views  in  relation  to  these  crown  lands,  and  enforced  them  by 
arguments  never  successfully  answered,  yet,  at  the  same  time, 
du'ected  her  delegate  at  once  to  sign  the  Articles,  trusting  to 
the  magnanimity  of  her  sister  states,  and  giving  them  notice 
that  she  had  not  and  would  not  abandon  her  right  in  them. 
If  honor  be  due  to  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  even  to 
^larylai^d,  for  the  course  they  pursued,  still  greater  is  due  to 
Rhode  Island,  who  led  the  way. 

The  action  of  this  State  in  relation  to  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation was  quite  as  prompt  as  that  of  many  of  her  sister 
states.  On  the  18th  day  of  February,  1778,  her  delegates 
were  fully  empowered  to  pledge  her  faith  to  them.  Those 
Articles,  perfected  and  declared  perpetual,  that  Union 
between  the  colonies  and  the  states  which  Rhode  Island  had 
always  insisted  on  as  essential  to  theii'  success.  At  the  same 
time,  they  did  not  trench  at  all  upon  the  views  held  forth  in 
her  instructions  to  her  delegates,  in  May,  1776.  On  the 
contrary,  Ai-ticle  second,  declared,  that  "  each  state  retains  its 
sovereignty,  freedom,  independence,  and  every  power,  juris- 
diction   and    right   which    is   not,   by    this    confederation, 
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exj)ressly  delegated  to  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled." Xor  could  they  be  changed  in  this  or  in  any  o<-her 
particular  without  the  assent  of  Congress,  "  afterwards  con- 
firmed by  the  legislature  of  every  state. 

It  was  thought  advisable  to  give  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress and  of  this  and  the  other  states,  in  relation  to  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  in  a  continued  narrative,  rather 
than  to  give  the  several  items  in  it  under  the  states,  when 
they  occurred.     We  now  resume  our  ordinary  course. 


William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  May  8th,  1777. 

Sir  :  —  Enclosed  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  to  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  by  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.,  one  of  the  commissioners  employed 
by  the  Congress,  at  the  Courts  of  France  and  Spain.  By  this  extract,  the 
necessity  of  destroying  the  British  forces  on  Rhode  Island,  before  they  may 
be  reinforced,  fully  and  strongly  appears.  Boston,  it  seems,  is  to  be  attacked  ; 
which  way  it  is  to  be  attacked,  if  attacked,  is  unknown.  The  distance 
from  Providence  to  Boston  is  about  forty-six  miles,  two  days'  march,  only. 
It  hath  been  and  still  is  my  opinion,  that  if  the  enemy  intend  to  penetrate 
into  New  England,  one  of  their  routes  will  be  from  the  head  of  our  own 
Bay  or  near  it.  If  the  Assembly  should  agree  with  me  in  this  sentiment, 
no  arguments  will  be  wanting  to  thenj,  to  comply  with  the  recommendation 
of  Congress.  But  should  this  not  be  the  case,  most  certainly  every  possible 
advantage  ought  be  taken  of  the  divided  state  of  the  British  army,  to  crush 
and  destroy  it. 

In  a  late  New  York  paper  was  published  an  act  of  Parliament  lately 
passed,  for  apprehending  and  imprisoning  within  the  realm  of  Britain,  until 
January,  1778,  all  privates  and  traitors.  If  I  should  be  able  to  procure  the 
paper,  or  a  copy  of  the  act,  before  I  close  my  letter,  I  will  transcribe  and 
transmit  it  to  you.  We  must  retaliate  and  confine  all  the  prisoners  we  take. 
I  fancy,  before  the  campaign  is  out,  Ave  shall  be  able  to  balance  accounts 
with  the  enemy.  Recruits  have  come  forward  from  the  southward  very 
cleverly  of  late.  I  hope  recruiting  goes  on  in  the  eastern  states,  brisker 
than  it  did.  The  quota  of  our  own  State  must  not  be  deficient.  The  com- 
mon cause  and  our  reputation  depend  on  our  activity.  The  enemy  have 
used  and  are  still  using  every  artifice  tliey  can  to  increase  toryism,  promote 
desertion   and   depreciate  continental  dollars.       Persons   are  employed  in 
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every  state  to  propagate  the  first.  Twenty-four  dollars  is  offered  for  every 
soldier  that  will  desert,  and  carry  with  him  his  arms,  a  less  sum  for  a 
deserter  witliout  his  arms  ;  to  promote  the  second,  and  to  depreciate  our 
money,  it  seems  they  have  counterfeited  large  sums  and  dispersed  their 
emissaries  to  spread  their  counterfeit  dollars  through  the  states.  I  have 
seen  a  thirty  dollar  counterfeit  bill.  It  was  badly  executed.  We  ought  to 
be,  we  think,  as  industrious  to  defeat,  as  they  are  to  contrive.  It  is  high 
time  to  treat  tories  with  proper  uniform  severity,  and  to  watch  strangers 
and  perhaps  one  another,  with  a  jealous  eye.  The  enemies  of  our  own 
house  are  more  dangerous  than  external  foes ;  but  it  is  my  business  to 
inform,  not  to  direct. 

I  hope  the  General  Assembly  will  attend,  if  they  should  not  already  have 
done  it,  to  the  letter  which  I  wrote  them  desiring  the  earliest  information, 
after  the  appointment  of  delegates.  Our  State  is  not  represented  in  Con- 
gress now,  and  will  not  be  until  I  shall  have  received  authentic  advice 
of  my  being  chosen,  or  another  delegate  shall  have  arrived.  Therefore,  let 
me  intreat  that  it  may  be  done,  that  the  new  delegates  may  come  forward 
immediately.  The  circumstances  of  my  family  require  that  I  should  return 
as  soon  as  possible,  to  make  some  suitable  provisions  for  it,  and  my  long, 
constant  attention  in  Congress  demands  relaxation. 

Our  loss  at  Danbury  turns  out  less  than  we  imagined,  and  we  have  killed 
more  of  the  enemy  ;  but  we  have  no  certain  accounts  of  either.  Everything 
in  the  Jerseys,  statu  quo.  I  congratulate  your  Honor  on  the  arrival  of  the 
field  pieces.  "We  shall  take  the  field  under  greater  advantages  this  than 
the  last  campaign.  Heartily  wishing  that  the  success  of  it  may  at  last  be 
proportioned  to  our  superior  advantages,  that  we  may  give  our  enemies 
such  convincing  proof  of  their  folly,  injustice  and  cruelty  as  may  induce 
them  to  drop  the  contest,  and  thus  this  be  our  last  campaign, 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  honor's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLLA.M  ELLP:RY, 

To  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Rhode  Island. 

(enclosed.) 

Bordeaux,  20th  February,  1777. 
Upon  my  arrival  here,  in  my  way  to  Madrid,  I  found  a  letter  dated  Feb- 
ruary 2d,  from  a  confidential  correspondent,  which  contains  the  following 
passage  : 

"  Ten  thousand  Germans  are  already  engaged  and  ships  sent  to  convey  them. 
The  number  of  British  cannot  exceed  3,000,  and  those  very  indifferent ;  but 
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much  is  expected  from  their  beiug  sent  early.  Boston  is  certaiu'y  to  be 
attacked  in  the  spring.  Burgoyne  will  command.  Howe  will  probably 
turn  against  Philadelphia.  The  Government  expects  great  advantages  from 
desertions  in  Pennsylvania." 

The  forcgobig  extract  is  from  a  letter  written  to  the  Com- 
mittee ou  Correspondence  by  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.,  from  Bor- 
deaux, dated  as  above. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Marchant  to  General  Assembly. 

Philadelphia,  June  16th,  1777. 

Gentlemen  :  —  Congress,  sensible  of  the  great  distress  which  our  army, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  these  states  must  be  reduced  to,  the  fall  and  winter 
ensuing,  for  the  article  of  salt,  unless  timely  provision  be  made,  have  passed 
the  resolves  inclosed.  We  doubt  not  the  most  fixe'd  and  speedy  attention 
will  be  paid  to  them.  The  last  resolve  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate 
to  the  Continental  agent,  and  request  him  to  communicate  to  any  masters 
of  vessels  fitting  out  from  our  State,  on  the  Continental  account,  (if  there 
are  any  such.) 

The  first  volume  of  the  Journals  of  Congress  is  printed,  and  twenty  copies 
are  ordered  for  each  state,  but  as  yet  we  have  no  opportunity  of  sending 
them.  A  general  movement  of  Lord  Howe's  army  to  attempt,  as  was  by 
most  people  conceived,  this  city,  hath  caused  a  general  alarm  through  this 
state  and  the  state  of  New  Jersey.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you 
that  the  militia  in  both  states  turn  out  with  spirit,  and,  from  every  infor- 
mation Congress  hath  received,  we  entertain  a  hopeful  prospect  of  the  event. 
The  enemy,  we  doubt  not,  are  Avithout  the  least  hopes  of  reinforcement  of 
any  consequence  this  year.  That  the  present  appearances  may  induce  the 
states  of  New  England,  with  united  efforts  and  spirits,  to  extirpate  the 
vermin,  which  have  too  long  infested  our  State,  is  the  most  ardent  wish  of 
all.  Beyond  expression  must  such  an  event  be  to  those  who  feel  most  for 
the  honor  of  New  England  and  the  race,  and  welfare  and  happiness  of  that 
State  Ave  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

May  that  event  soon  coincide  with  the  desires  of 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY, 
HENRY  MARCHANT. 

P.  S.  —  I  expect  to  set  out  for  Providence  in  a  few  day^ 

W.  ELLERY. 


1 


IMPORTATION    AND    MANUFACTURE    OF    SALT.  l-il 

It  was  on  the  report  of  a  special  committee  "  on  the  ways 
and  means  of  procuring  salt,"  that  Congress,  on  the  13th  of 
June,  passed  the  resolutions  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  let- 
ter. They  recommended  that  the  states  should  offer  "  a 
liberal  encouragement "  to  persons  importing  salt.  The 
agents  of  the  United  States,  in  Europe  and  the  West  Indies, 
were  directed  to  "  effect  the  importation  of  salt  by  all  vessels 
bound  to  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  United  States." 
Masters  of  all  vessels  bound  to  the  United  States  were  urged 
to  ballast  their  vessels  with  salt,  and  the  states  were  urged 
to  encourage  its  manufacture. 

During  the  year  1776,  this  State  had  taken  efficient  meas- 
ures to  secure  a  si>pply  of  salt  for  its  inhabitants.  In  Janu- 
ary, they  directed  the  importation  of  30,000  bushels  on 
colony  account.  In  September,  they  directed  about  8,000 
bushels,  imported  under  the  resolution  of  January,  to  be 
divided  among  the  towns.  In  May  preceding,  they  offered 
a  bounty  of  three  shillings  on  every  bushel  which  should  be 
manufactured  in  the  State  before  the  first  day  of  November 
next  ensuing.  No  action  was  taken  on  the  subject  by  the 
General  Assembly,  in  consequence  of  said  resolutions  of 
Congress. 

Governor  Cooke  to  Messrs.  Ellery  and  Marchant. 

Providence,  June  22d,  1777. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  prodigious  expenses  of  so  considerable  a  body  of 
men  as  we  have  hei-e  and  are  obliged  to  keep  up,  to  defend  the  country 
against  that  front  of  the  enemy  who  are  now  in  possession  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  the  necessary  supplies  to  the  other  troops  stationed  in  this  government, 
together  with  the  large  sums  expended  upon  our  Continental  battalions,  have 
so  far  exhausted  our  treasury,  that,  unless  we  obtain  assistance  from  Con- 
rgress,  we  shall  very  soon  be  Constrained  to  add  a  new  accession  to  the 
floods  of  paper  bills  already  circulating. 

We  have  now  in  the  treasury  only  between  £20,000  and  £30,000,  which 
we  suppose  will^be  paid  out  before  it  will  be  possible  to  receive  supplies 
from  Philadelphia.     You  are  fully  sensible  of  the  almost  irreparable  mis- 
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chiefs  that  have  been  occasioned  by  such  hirge  emissions  of  bills,  and  of  the 
fatal  consequences  that  will  attend  further  emissions.  Indeed,  every  one  is 
at  length  convinced  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  lessening  their  quantity. 
We  therefore  direct  you  to  make,  immediately,  application  to  Congress  for 
a  supply  of  £G0,000,  to  be  paid  to  the  order  of  this  Assembly,  or  of  the 
council  of  war,  and  to  use  your  utmost  endeavors  to  obtain  it.  Our 
demands  on  Congress  for  such  expenditures  as  are  properly  Continental 
charges  since  our  amounts  were  last  forwarded,  amount  to  near  that  sum. 
Our  accounts  we  will  transmit  as  soon  as  possible.  Should  it  be  thought 
proper,  an  order  upon  the  Continental  loan  ofl&ce  in  this  State,  will  be  the 
most  expeditious  mode  of  supply,  and  will  save  us  the  expense  and  risk  of 
bringing  the  money  from  Philadelphia.  In  this  case,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  transmit  more  blank  notes  to  the  commissioner,  as  those  he  has  received 
arc  already  disposed  of. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

NICHOLAS  COOKE. 

Gov.  Cooke  to  Messrs.  Ellery  and  Marchant. 

Providence,  June  24th,  1777. 
Gentlemen  :  — The  Council  of  War  have  addressed  the  slpop  Diamond, 
Timothy  Coffin,  master,  to  Messrs.  Samuel  Purviance  &  Co.,  merchants  in 
Baltimore,  for  a  load  of  flour  and  iron,  on  account  of  the  State,  and  have 
empoAvered  them  to  draw  bills  upon  you  for  the  amount  of  the  cargo.  I 
give  you  this  imformation  that  you  may  honor  them,  and  am 
With  great  regard,  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

NICH.  COOKE. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  June  30th,  1777. 

Honored  Sir  :  —  I  have  nothing  to  communicate  save  my  wishes  that 
the  order  of  the  General  Assembly  may  be  duly  complied  with,  which 
appointed  a  committee  to  correspond  with  their  delegates,  and  to  transmit 
immediately  after  every  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  abstracts  of  their 
proceedings,  and  a  general  state  of  their  affairs.  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
the  number  of  the  Continental  troops  raised,  and  how  many  ai-e  sent  for- 
ward, the  number  of  militia  in  the  field,  the  force  and  shipping  of  the 
enemy. 

I  could  wish  that  our  State  may,  if  possible,  early  Uike  measures  to 
import,  next  fall,  cloth,  linens,  hats,  and   stockings,  at   least   sufficient  for 
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our  proportion  of  Continental  troops,  and  such  as  we  may  think  necessary 
to  keep  in  the  field,  for  our  own  immediate  defence.  For  although  Con- 
gress take  every  measure  in  their  power,  for  clothing  the  whole  ;  yet,  if  we 
do  it  ourselves,  we  shall  then  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  our 
troops  are  provided  for,  and  we  shall  have  their  blessing. 

I  could  wish  that  our  State  would  see  it  their  interest  to  fit  out  one  or 
two  State  brigs.  The  expense  might  most  probably  be  doubly  paid  to  them 
in  one  cruise.  I  cannot  think  the  hazard  of  losing  them  ought  to  discourage 
the  attempt,  if  they  could  be  got  out  of  the  river  when  fitted.  Might  they 
not  be  ventured  out  only  in  a  set  of  ballast,  with  a  few  hands,  and  sent 
round  to  Bedford,  and  fitted  out  from  thence  ?  1  venture,  sir,  the  suggestion 
from  an  attachment  to  the  honor,  interest  and  happiness  of  the  State. 
Should  they  not  meet  with  approbation,  I  know  their  candor  will  excuse. 
Eelyiug  that,  upon  all  occasions  I  shall  unremittingly  endeavor  to  con- 
vince them  of  my  zeal  for  their  services,  I  am 
AVith  great  truth  and  sincerity. 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

July  5th,  1777. 
Gentlemen  :  —  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Honorable  William  Greene, 
Esq.,  speaker  of  the  lower  house,  signed  at  the  request  and  in  behalf  of  the 
General  Assembly,  (the  Governor  being  absent)  of  the  22d  and  24th  of 
June  last,  directed  to  William  Ellery  and  myself,  Mr.  Ellery  having  some 
time  before  sat  out  on  his  return  home.  Instantly  on  the  same  day  I 
received  your  letter,  being  the  third  of  this  instant,  July,  I  moved  Congress 
for  the  sum  requested,  being  sixty  thousand  pounds,  (meaning,  I  presumed, 
lawful  money)  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Congress  were  much 
surprised  that  so  large  a  sum  should  be  requested  so  soon  after  the  large 
sum  granted  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  The  gentlemen  of  the  Treasury 
Board  would  hardly  allow  it  possible  that  you  should  have  expended  such 
very  considerable  in  Continental  accounts,  and  moved  that  the  sum  of  sixty 
thousand  dollars  only  should  be  now  granted,  especially  as  it  was  very 
probable  the  Continent  would  soon  have  occasion  for  large  drafts  upon  the 
eastern  loan  office.  If  the  enemy's  movements  should  be  into  New  Eng- 
land, or  up  the  North  river,  the  latter  of  which  from  Gen.  Washington's 
letters  that  day  received,  seemed  and  still  appears  most  probable,  I  did 
not  fail  to  state  and  urge,  in  the  strongest  manner  I  was  capable  of,  the 
necessity  and  expediency  of  this  supply  ;  the  absolute  necessity  you  would 
otherwise  be  under,  of  emitting  a  large  sum,  the  destructive  consequences 
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of  which  we  are  all  awakened  to.  I  further  suggested,  what  I  fully  imag- 
ine to  be  the  case,  thata  very  great  part  of  this  sum  would  go  into  the  Loan 
Office  by  way  of  discount  with  the  State  ;  that  it  could  not  be  expected  so  large 
a  sura  Avould  in  fact  be  thrown  into  that  office.  After  a  considerable  debate 
the  consideration  thereof  was  submitted  to  the  Treasury  Board.  I  applied 
there  this  morning,  and  enforced  my  application  with  eveiy  additional 
argument  in  my  power,  and  was  very  happy  in  obtaining  a  report  agreeable 
to  my  wishes,  and  upon  which  the  inclosed  resolves  passed  Congress.  I 
inclose  you  also  an  order  from  the  President  in  consequence  of  one  of  said 
resolves,  on  James  Clarke,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  for  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  dollars.  As 
by  the  speaker's  letter,  your  delegates  were  required  to  accept  of  the  bills 
which  might  be  drawn  on  them  by  Messrs.  Samuel  Purviance  &  Company, 
for  a  load  of  flour,  &c.,  and  as  you  had  not  directed  your  delegates  when 
the  bills  were  to  be  paid,  and  as  I  could  not  tell  what  sum  the  bills  might 
amount  to,  I  obtained  the  other  resolve  inclosed  for  the  remaining  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  advanced  your  delegates  out  of  the  Treasury  here.  If 
the  bills  should  not  be  forwarded  to  me  for  acceptance  and  payment,  I  can 
at  your  request  procure  an  order  of  Congress  for  the  same,  to  be  paid  you 
out  of  the  Loan  Office  in  our  State.  Whatever  directions  I  may  receive 
herein  I  shall  endeavor  to  comply  with,  and  hope  what  is  done  may  meet 
with  your  approbation. 

I  should  be  glad  that  an  account  of  the  expenditures  on  the  Continental 
account,  comprehending  the  account  last  spring,  sent  forward,  and  the 
whole  amount  of  the  sums  advanced  by  the  State  on  Continental  accounts, 
from  the  first  advances,  and  the  whole  sums  at  various  times  received  and 
placed  to  Continental  credit,  might  be  sent  me  for  my  own  information, 
that  I  might  be  the  better  able  to  state  to  Congress  or  the  Treasury  Board, 
the  propriety  of  your  applications  in  future. 

Such  has  been  the  great  demand  for  Loan  Office  certificates,  that  the 
Treasurer  has  not  been  able  to  forward  them  from  Maryland  (where  he 
now  is)  as  fast  as  called  for.  The  Treasury  Board  are  in  daily  expecta- 
tions of  receiving  a  large  supply,  and  will  immediately  send  a  proper  num- 
ber to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen. 
Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

The  resolves  inclosed  in  the  foregoing  letter  are  not  on 
file.     Their  import  can  be  easily  imagined. 
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Henry  Marchant  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  July  13th,  1777. 

Honored  Sir  :  —  I  wrote  the  Governor  and  Company  by  the  last  post, 
and  enclosed  them  an  order  of  Congress,  upon  the  loan  office,  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  for  8190,000,  which  I  hope  will  come  to  hand.  I  now 
enclose,  your  Honor,  the  resolves  of  the  Marine  Committee,  passed  March 
the  25th,  1777,  respecting  the  contract  made  by  some  of  the  officers  of 
Commodore  Hopkins'  fleet,  when  in  Delaware  river.  As  the  complaints  in 
consequence  of  that  contract  have  still  continued,  notwithstanding  those 
resolves  were  forwarded  long  ago  to  the  Continental  agents,  by  order  of 
the  Marine  Committee,  I  sent  a  copy  of  them  to  the  agent,  Mr.  Tillinghast, 
by  the  last  post,  supposing  it  possible  they  might  have  miscarried  before  ; 
and  as  I  never  heard  of  them  before  I  left  the  State,  for  that  reason  I  have 
enclosed  them  to  your  Honor. 

Our  accounts  from  the  northward  are  very  unfavorable,  but  at  the  same 
time  so  confused,  that  no  certainty  can  be  collected  ;  yet  we  are  very  appre- 
hensive that  Ticonderoga  is  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  with  all  the  cannon 
and  stores,  if  not  the  garrison.  To  what  causes  this  misfortune  must  have 
arisen,  time  only  can  unfold.  If  the  case  is  so,  we  are  not  to  despond,  but 
rise  with  new  vigor  and  manly  fortitude.  Let  New  England  now  show  her 
prowess,  her  vigilance  and  her  every  virtue.  Let  us  rise  at  once  as  though 
called  into  one  soul.  Let  us  meet  the  enemy,  where  their  ships  cannot 
avail  them,  upon  equal  grounds,  and  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  success, 
victory,  and  honor  might  attend  us.  Let  not  the  Jersey  militia  have  the 
only  honor  of  ridding  their  country  of  the  enemies  of  mankind,  by  a  united, 
brave  effiart.  I  only  wish  New  England  may  maintain  that  character  she 
hath  hitherto  entitled  herself  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself. 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

HENRY  :MARCHANT. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  5th,  1777. 
Honored  Sir  :  — The  large  fleet  which  sailed  from  New  York,  and  hath 
since  been  seen  off  and  on  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  have  not  been  seen  or 
heard  of  since  last  Thursday  at  sunset.  A  few  there  are  who  still  believe 
they  are  yet  intending  an  attack  upon  this  city.  Some  there  are  who  sup- 
pose them  gone  still  more  southward  to  Maryland,  Virginia,  or  South  Car- 
olina, but  the  most  general  opinion  is  that  they  have  either  returned  to 
New  York  to  push  up  the  North  river,  or  have  gone  to  Rhode  Island.  By 
10 
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this  feint  tlicy  have  drawn  our  army  at  too  great  a  distance  to  give  imme- 
diate assistance  to  the  Eastern  states ;  besides  that,  our  men  must  he 
greatly  fatigued  by  such  long  marches.  Our  army  is,  however,  in  great 
spirits,  and  good  health.  They  are  indeed  much  disappointed  in  not  meet- 
ing with  Mr.  Howe,  but  will  not  murmur  at  making  a  much  longer  march 
than  their  last,  if  they  can  but  relieve  their  brethren  and  cut  off  our 
amphibious  enemies  from  their  sea  retreat.  I  hope  the  New  England  states 
have  been  in  such  suspicions  of  the  intentions  of  Mr.  Howe,  as  to  have  put 
them  upon  every  necessary  measure  of  opposition. 

This  I  expect  will  be  a  trying  day  to  New  England.  Her  own  future 
happiness  or  misery,  and  her  fame  among  the  nations  of  the  world,  depend 
upon  her  firmness,  fortitude  and  patriotism  at  this  critical  moment.  Threat- 
ened and  invaded  on  all  sides,  may  she  rise  with  strength  and  dignity, 
striking  terror  and  dismay  upon  the  hearts  of  her  enemies,  exciting  envy 
even  from  her  friends,  and  securing  thereby  glory  and  honor  to  herself  and 
race,  and  happiness  to  millions  yet  unborn. 

Ticonderoga  !  I  know  what  the  public  must  expect.  I  trust  their  ardor 
has  not  been  dampened.      I  hope  the  conduct  of  Congress  will  give  spirit 

and  vigor  to  our  arms  in  the  Northern  department.    Generals  Sc r  and 

Sin r  are  ordered  to  head  quarters.  General  Gates  is  ordered  imme- 
diately to  repair  to  the  Northern  department. 

A  thorough  examination  must  and  will  be  made  ;  meanwhile  our  noble 
exertions  may  restore  our  honor  and  save  our  country. 

The  treasury  have  not  yet  procured  the  Loan  Office  Certificates  from 
Maryland.  They  expect  them  in  a  day  or  two,  when  they  will  be  immedi- 
ately forwarded.  I  have  heard  nothing  yet  of  the  arrival  of  your  vessel  at 
Maryland  for  floUi-,  &c.  Some  few  days  past,  upon  an  application  of  one 
of  the  Southern  states  for  money,  it  was  moved  that  a  carriage  and  a  guard 
might  be  procured  at  the  expense  of  the  states, — and  it  appeared  it  had 
been  granted  several  times.  This  was  somewhat  surprising,  as  the  New 
England  states  have  ever  risked  their  own  money  and  been  at  the  sole 
expense  of  conveying  it.  It  was  said  that  charges  would  be  allowed.  I 
therefoi'e  advise  you  of  it,  that  the  proper  charges  may  be  brought  forward 
ii;  your  next  account.  Before  I  left  the  State,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  correspond  with  your  delegates  ;  but  I  have  never  had  a  line  from  that 
committee.  Perhaps,  Sir,  there  is  not  a  state  in  the  Union  that  has  so 
little  correspondence  with  its  delegates,  upon  measures  which  respect  the 
states  in  general  and  their  own  state  in  particular. 

Our  advices  yesterday  received  from  France  are  equal  to  our  most  san- 
guine expectations.  An  immediate  publication  of  them  might  frustrate  our 
own  wishes  as  well  as  the  eflforts  of  our  friends  to  serve  us.     By  a  letter 
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received  yesterday  froBi  Martinics,  we  are  justly  led  soon  to  expect  a  war 
between  France  and  England.  Our  advices  also  from  France  strengthen 
those  expectations.  It  is  agreed  by  all  that  if  we  support  ourselves  but  this 
year,  the  day  is,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  our  OAvn.  And  we  must  all 
agree  that  the  present  strength  of  our  enemies  in  America  is  nothing  to  our 
real  strength,  if  unanimously  and  vigorously  exerted. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  the  honor,  peace,  and  hajDpiness  of  our  country 
and  the  deliverance  of  our  State  from  the  invasions  of  our  enemies,  and  the 
present  threatening  appearances   against   it,  and  for  your  personal  health 
and  long  continuance  in  the  affection,  esteem  and  honor  of  your  country, 
I  am.  Honored  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHAXT. 

P.  S.  —  I  submit  it  to  the  wisdom  of  the  General  Assembly,  whether  it 
is  not  essentially  necessary  to  empower  their  delegates  in  Congress  to  act, 
until  others  shall  be  chosen  in  their  stead,  and  tahe  their  seats  in  Congress, 
their  appointment  for  the  year  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Mr.  Ellery 
can  more  fully  explain  to  you  the  necessity  of  this  measure. 

I  enclose  you  certain  resolves  of  Congress,  lest  you  should  not  otherwise 
receive  them  timely,  as  they  require  the  immediate  cooperation  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

The  suggestion  in  the  postscript  of  the  foregoing  letter  was 
adopted  by  the  General  Assembly,  at  a  session  in  August. 

Henky  Makchant  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  August  17th,  1777. 

Honored  Sir  :  —  I  have  done  myself  the  honor  of  writing  frequently  to 
the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  in 
Congress.  The  contents  of  some  of  those  letters  I  apprehended  were  of 
consequence.  Yet  I  have  not  been  so  happy  as  to  receive  an  answer  to 
any  one  of  them.  Nor  have  I  had  a  line  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
correspond  with  their  delegates. 

Congress  this  day  received  the  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  the  Eastern 
states  transmitted  to  them  by  the  Honorable  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Pres- 
ident of  that  committee.  Those  resolutions  have  been  read  but  not  yet 
considered.  I  now,  sir,  enclose  you  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  loth 
instant,  requesting  you  to  transmit  to  Congress  accounts  of  all  moneys 
advanced,  and  expenses  incurred,  by  prisoners  of  war,  &c.  The  resolve 
points  out  to  you  the  necessity  of  immediate  attention  thereto.    An  expecta- 
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tion  of  a  general  exchange  of  prisoners  soon  to  take  place  occasioned  that 
resolve,  as  without  those  accounts  an  exchange  cannot  well  be  made.  AVe 
have  no  certain  account  of  the  fleet  since  they  were  seen  oflf  Maryland.  It 
is  strongly  suspected  they  are  gone  either  to  Virginia  or  South  Carolina. 
The  latter  is  rather  in  my  judgment  the  place  of  their  destination.  Now, 
then,  is  the  time  for  New  England  to  exert  themselves,  by  sending  forth  a 
formidable  body  of  militia  to  the  Northward,  and  by  making  a  descent  upon 
Rhode  Island.  Our  State,  in  sundry  instances,  has  of  late  done  much 
honor  to  herself.  I  hope  she  will  continue  on,  and,  with  the  assistance 
of  her  neighbor  sister,  will  fix  her  character  for  fortitude  and  bravery,  to 
be  transmitted  as  unequalled,  to  the  latest  posterity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Honored  Sir,  your's  and  the  State's 
Most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Got.  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  August  24th,  1777. 

Honored  Sir  :  —  I  have  by  no  means  been  unmindful  of  the  unhappy 
situation  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  A  very  large  body  of  the  enemy 
long  since  took  possession  of  near  a  quarter  part  of  that  State,  and,  although 
the  enemy  have  called  off  from  time  to  time  a  great  part  of  their  forces 
there,  yet  they  have  gained  a  possession,  aided  still  by  their  ships :  the 
force  of  the  State,  with  the  small  aid  received  from  our  sister  states,  has 
not  yet  enabled  us  to  dislodge  the  enemy.  In  the  mean  time,  the  whole 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  State,  as  well  as  the  Continental  ships,  have 
been  blocked  up.  Taking  into  consideration  that  the  enemy  have  seen 
proper  to  make  this  campaign  so  far  to  the  Southward  and  Northward  as,  I 
am  in  hopes,  will  give  an  opportunity  to  raise  a  sufficient  force  of  militia 
and  state  battalions  to  induce  our  State,  joined  by  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut, to  make  an  attempt  upon  Rhode  Island,  and,  in  order  to  give  a 
spring  to  such  a  hoped  for  design,  and  wishing  at  least  to  get  our  shipping 
and  Continental  navy  out  to  sea,  I  ventured  to  draw  up  the  enclosed  reso- 
lutious  and  present  them  to  Congress.  They  were  by  Congress  referred  to 
the  Marine  Committee,  and  obtaining  a  favorable  report  from  that  board, 
I  finally  got  them  passed  by  Congi'ess  nearly  as  I  had  at  first  drawn  them 
up.  If  they  should  be  thought  by  the  Navy  board  lor  the  Eastern  Depart- 
ment, and  the  Council,  of  War  of  our  own  State,  to  have  been  idle,  inexpe- 
dient or  unadvisable,  I  shall  have  but  lost  my  pains,  not  doubting  but  they 
will  be  candidly  considered. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  should  meet  the  approbation  of  the  State  I 
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have  the  honor  to  represent,  I  shall  feel  myself  amply  rewarded,  and 
should  they  prove  efficacious  in  delivering  our  trade  and  commere'e  and  the 
Continental  navy  from  its  present  embarrassments,  my  every  wish  will  be 
unspeakably  gratified.  I  thought  I  could  not  well  answer  it  to  the  dis- 
tressed State  of  Rhode  Island,  to  remain  an  idle  spectator  of  the  calamities 
to  which  it  has  been  reduced,  without  receiving  any  Continental  aid,  while 
so  many  thousands  have  been  expended  in  the  particular  defence  of  Dela- 
ware Bay  and  River ;  not  less  than  ten  fire  ships,  besides  several  large 
galleys  having  been  ordered  by  Congress,  exclusive  of  very  great  Continen- 
tal assistance  in  constructing  and  raising  of  batteries,  &c.  I  would  by  no 
means,  however,  wish  to  see  the  public  moneys  expended  in  our  State  with- 
out a  hopeful  prospect  of  its  being  really  beneficial,  and  I  would,  therefore, 
strongly  recommend  that  it  be  fii'st  well  considered.  I  doubt  not  you  will 
have  the  same  resolves  inclosed  to  you  by  the  President ;  but  I  liave  hith- 
erto made  it  my  duty  to  transmit  you  all  resolves  that  respect  our  State. 

I  could  wish  the  hints  I  ofi'ered  some  time  past  of  sending  out  two  armed 
brigs  on  a  cruise,  and  to  France  for  clothing,  «fcc.,  for  our  soldiery,  may 
be  thought  worthy  of  attention  ;  especially  if  our  harbor  should   be  opened. 

Just  as  Congress,  as  Avell  as  Gen.  "Washington,  had  concluded  Mr.  Howe 
had  most  certainly  sailed  for  South  Carolina,  and  an  expedition  was  form- 
ing for  our  array,  and  some  of  them  had  begun  to  move  Eastward,  an 
express  announced  Mr.  Howe's  appearance  with  a  fleet  of  two  hundred  and 
sixty  sail,  almost  up  to  the  head  of  Chesapeake  Bay.  Gen.  Washington 
immediately  ordered  his  army  to  march  this  way.  The  main  body  of  his 
army  this  morning  passed  through  this  city.  From  the  State  House,  we 
had  a  fair  view  of  them  as  they  passed  in  their  several  divisions.  The 
army  alone,  with  their  necessary  cannon  and  artillery  for  each  division, 
exclusive  of  their  baggage  wagons,  guards,  &c.,  which  took  another  route, 
were  upwards  of  two  hours  in  passing  with  a  lively,  smart  step. 

I  congratulate  your  honor  upon  the  victory  obtained  by  Gen.  Stai»k,  Gen. 
Herkimer  and  by  Col.  "Willit.  These  are  happy  presages,  I  hope,  of  future 
success.  It  is  just  reported  that  Howe  has  begun  a  landing  about  seven 
miles  below  the  head  of  Elk.  We  have  also  a  report  of  a  skirmish  upon 
Staten  Island,  terminating  to  our  advantage  ;  but  have  not  the  particulars. 
With  great  respect,  I  am.  Honored  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

The  resolutions  passed  by  Congress  on  the  21st  of  August 
are  probably  the   ones  referred  to    in   this   letter.       They 
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authorized  the  Navy  Board  to  fit  out  of  the  Eastern  Depart- 
ment six  ships  or  square  rigged  vessels,  at  Providence,  for 
fire  ships,  if  the  measure  should  be  approved  by  said  board 
and  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 
The  object  was  an  attack  on  the  British  ships  of  war  then 
in  the  bays  and  rivers  of  said  State  ;  and  to  raise  the  block- 
ade of  the  Continental  and  other  vessels  then  at  Providence, 
and  to  open  the  ports  in  the  State.  General  Spencer  was  at 
this  time  preparing  to  attack  the  British  troops  on  Rhode 
Island. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  3d,  1777. 
Honored  Sir  :  —  In  my  last,  I  referred  to  certain  resolves  of  Congress 
as  enclosed,  but  through  great  hurry,  fearing  the  post  might  leave  my  letter, 
the  resolves  slipped  aside,  and  were  not  enclosed.  This  would  have  given 
me  more  uneasiness  had  I  not  immediately  upon  inquiry,  found  that  they 
were  forwarded  to  the  Governor  and  Company  by  the  President.  How- 
ever, I  now  enclose  them.  I  sincerely  congratulate  you,  sir,  upon  the  suc- 
cess of  our  arms  to  the  Northward.  A  fatal  blow  is  struck  to  Burgoyne's 
enterprise.  Howe  has  left  him  to  his  fate,  and  I  hope  will  receive  his  own 
at  the  head  of  Chesapeake.  The  tory  thermometer  will  sink  below  zero, 
and  could  there  be  a  generous  ardor  and  love  of  our  country  universally 
diffused ;  could  we  but  extinguish  the  present  too  prevalent  grasping, 
engrossing  spirit,  we  might  expect  soon,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  to  estab- 
lish the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  states. 

That  this  may  be  eflected  is  the  ardent  wish  of.  Honored  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

Henry  Marchant  to  General  Assembly. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  17th,  1777. 
Gentlemen  :  —  You  have  doubtless  seen  the  resolution  of  Congress  for 
paying  the  interest  of  the  money  they  borrow  by  bills  of  exchange,  to  be 
paid  in  France,  or  in  Continental  bills,  at  the  election  of  the  lender.  This 
must  give  a  spring  to  the  Loan  Offices,  and  thereby  considerably  appreciate 
the  currency.  Let  this  be  followed  with  large  taxes,  which  the  country 
was  never  so  able  to  bear,  and  we  may  fitly  establish  our  credit.  In  short, 
rightly  considered,  every  man  must  see  that  how  great  soever  the  tax  he 
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pays,  if  proportioned  Avith  others,  he  does  not  lessen  his  estate,  because 
what  he  still  has  left  is  of  more  value  than  the  whole  was  before,  and  this 
will  continue  to  be  the  case  until  the  quantity  of  money  is  reduced  to  so 
much  as  may  be  necessary  for  a  medium  of  trade. 

Congress  have  the  utmost  assurance  that  these  bills  of  exchange  will  be 
punctually  paid.  The  11th  of  this  month  is  famous  for  the  battle  of  Bran- 
dywine,  a  river  leading  out  of  Delaware  through  part  of  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware, and  into  Maryland.  The  battle  was  at  Chadsford  and  Birmingham. 
It  began  a  little  before  nine  in  the  morning  with  a  heavy  cannonade,  which 
was  very  distinctly  heard  in  our  State  House  yard,  about  thiity  miles  from 
the  place  of  action.  It  lasted  till  dusk  ;  and  though  we  were  obliged  to 
leave  our  enemies  masters  of  the  field,  yet  we  may  esteem  it  a  victory,  as 
our  whole  loss  did  not  exceed,  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  more  than 
700.  By  the  best  information,  from  some  steady  countrymen  who  lived 
near  the  spot,  and  were  obliged  by  the  enemy  to  help  bury  their  dead,  they 
had  1200  killed,  and  at  least  1500  wounded.  They  had  not  dressed  aU 
their  wounded  in  three  days  after  the  battle,  and  have  remained  near  the 
spot  ever  since. 

Gen.  Washington  marched,  in  a  day  or  two  after,  his  whole  army  this 
side  the  Schuylkill,  saw  some  reconnoitering  parties  and,  having  well 
refreshed  his  men,  marched  again,  and  was  yesterday,  by  his  letter,  upon  the 
left  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  not  more  than  five  or  seven  miles  from  them. 

Our  army  are  in  high  spirits,  and  wish  for  a  second  battle  which  is  hourly 
expected.  We  had  information  yesterday  that  4000  of  the  enemy  had 
landed  in  the  Jerseys  ;  that  a  large  body  of  militia  had  collected,  and  that 
Gen.  McDougall  from  Peekskill,  with  250  men,  ordered  some  time  before  to 
rflarch  this  way,  was  in  the  Jerseys  ;  we  are  in  hopes  a  proper  account  wiU 
be  given  of  the  enemy. 

Our  accounts  from  the  Northward  are  very  favorable.  By  the  blessing 
of  Heaven  (and  I  most  sincerely  wish  we  more  deserved  it)  we  have  reason 
to  expect  a  happy  issue  to  this  campaign.  We  had  intelligence  that  all  the 
British  troops  had  left  Rhode  Island.  But  I  doubt  it.  Congress  have 
requested  that,  if  the  fact  be  true,  that  one  of  your  State  battalions  may  be 
forwarded  to  Peekskill,  that  we  may  be  able  to  draw  the  Continental  force 
from  thence  as  circumstances  may  require.  A  requisition  of  the  like  kind 
is  gone  to  Connecticut,  and  will,  I  presume,  to  Massachusetts. 

I  hope  some  expedient  will  be  found  for  getting  our  vessels  out  of  Prov- 
idence River,  and  that  one  or  two  State  armed  vessels  wQl  be  employed  to 
go  to  France  for  arms,  blankets  and  other  clothing,  ballasted  with  salt. 
They  may  very  probably   clear  the  whole   adventure   by  prizes.      I   have 
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offered  this  hint  before.     I  hope  my  zeal  for  the  good  of  my  country  will 
plead  an  excuse  for  these  or  any  other  observations  I  have  made,  and 
I  am,  with  great  truth,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

York,  State  of  Penn.,  Sept.  30th,  1777. 

Honored  Sir  :  —  A  Friday  morning.  Congress  left  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  consequence  of  the  British  army  gaining  the  banks  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill at  a  fording  place  about  seventeen  miles  fi'om  the  city.  They  have 
since  possessed  themselves  of  the  city.  Gen.  Washington,  from  the  enemy's 
movements,  expected  they  were  determined  to  cross  over  at  a  considerable 
distance  further  up,  and  indeed  that  they  meant  an  attack  upon  Redding, 
Avhere  we  had  considerable  stores.  In  short,  the  number  of  fording  places, 
it  seems,  rendered  it  impracticable  to  hinder  their  passing.  Howe  entered 
the  city  last  Thursday.  Gen.  Washington  is  approacliing  the  city.  The 
army  is  daily  reinforcing.  Gen.  McDougall  has  joined  him  with  1500  New 
England  Continentals  and  600  Jersey  militia.  The  Virginians  are  march- 
ing down  through  this  town  daily,  Avith  great  spirit.  We  have  still  the 
possession  of  the  river,  and  have  reinforced  strongly  Fort  Island,  Avhich 
defends  the  Cheveaux-de-frise.  This,  with  the  floating  battery,  fire  ships  and 
gallies,  we  are  in  hopes  will  be  a  defence  against  Howe's  fleet,  should  they 
attempt  to  come  up  ;  and  our  army  in  the  rear  must  cut  ofi"  all  resources 
from  the  enemy's  army,  till  it  shall  be  thought  expedient  to  make  a  general 
attack.     I  think  they  are  well  disposed  of  till  they  are  letter  disposed  of. 

I  congratulate  you,  sir,  upon  our  success  at  the  Northward,  and  the  gen- 
eral propect  we  have  of  completing  a  glorious  campaign.  This  is  my  hope, 
and  this,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  I  think,  we  have  the  most  rational 
expectation  of. 

lam,  Honored  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

P.  S.  —  The  enclosed  letter,  handed  to  me  by  one  of  the  delegates  from 
South  Carolina,  I  beg  your  particular  care  of. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Governor  Cooke. 

York,  Oct.  24th,  1777. 

Honored  Sir  :  —  The  inclosures  will  show  you  how  solicitous  Congress 

are  to  have  the  Continental  battalions  filled  up  and  deserters  apprehended. 

The  extracts  from  Gen.  Washington's  letter  discovers  his  anxiety  upon  the 

subject,  and  that  although  he  has  wrote  to   the  states  upon  the  subject,  he 
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has  received  iiiformatioa  but  from  one  or  two.  I  think  I  have  seen  that 
provision  has  been  made  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
agreeable  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  31st  of  July.  I  wish  the  last 
resolutions  also  of  Congress  of  the  17th  of  October,  may  meet  with  the 
speedy  attention  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  that  Gen.  Washington  may 
have  notice  immediately  of  what  has  been  done,  the  names  of  the  persons 
appointed  to  recruit  soldiers  and  to  apprehend  deserters,  and  that  his  Excel- 
lency may,  from  time  to  time,  be  made  acquainted  with,  or  rather  have 
copies  sent  him  of  every  such  act  or  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  or 
Council  of  War,  as  effects  military  operations  or  regulations. 

A  considerable  time  before  we  left  Philadelphia,  I  received  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Congress  twenty  volumes  of  the  Journal  of  Congress  and,  in  hopes 
of  meeting  with  some  opportunity  of  sending  them,  I  had  them  packed  up 
in  a  box  ;  but  when  we  came  away  I  was  necessitated  to  send  them  over 
into  the  Jerseys  under  the  care  of  a  gentleman  who  removed  there.  I  have 
noAV  procured  twenty  other  volumes  and  those  I  before  received  are  to  be 
replaced  in  their  stead,  if  no  accident  happens  to  them.  Mr.  President 
Hancock,  being  upon  his  return  to  New  England,  has  been  so  kind  as  to 
take  charge  of  them,  and  says  he  expects  soon  to  be  in  Providence,  and  will 
carry  them  Avith  him.  If  he  should  not,  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  some 
opportunity  of  obtaining  them  from  him.  Congress  ordered  each  state  a 
like  number. 

I  enclose  your  honor  copies  of  several  letters,  which  will  show  you  the 
agi'eeable  situation  affairs  are  in  here.  If  the  enemy's  shipping  can  be  pre- 
vented coming  up  to  the  city,  it  must  prove  fatal,  I  apprehend,  to  Howe's 
army. 

It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  I  reflect  upon  the  honor  Avhich  the  Rhode 
Island  battalions  have  acquired  to  themselves  and  their  State.  Their  repu- 
tation is  high.  The  fort  was  defended  by  them  alone  and  to  their  bravery, 
under  Heaven,  and  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  works,  is  that  victory  to  be 
attributed. 

We,  last  Sabbath  week,  had  accounts  very  direct  from  Albany  that 
Gen.  Burgoyne  had  surrendered  himself  and  his  whole  army  to  Gen. 
Gates,  but  to  this  hour  Congress  has  not  a  word  further  from  that  quarter. 
This  raised  doubts  with  us,  but  before  this,  if  it  be  true,  you  are  well 
informed. 

I  am  anxious  to  hear  the  success  of  the  expedition  upon  Rhode  Island. 
May  Heaven  bless  the  attempt,  grant  us  deliverance,  and  crown  us  with 
honor,  and  what  is  beyond  all,  give  us  grateful  hearts  to  improve  His 
blessings. 

I  have  daily  expected  to  see  William  Ellery.     If  any  accident  happens  to 
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prevent  his  coming,  I  hope  another  gentleman  -will  be  appointed.  Indeed, 
that  was  to  have  been  done  long  since  ;  I  informed  the  House  at  my  first 
choice,  I  would  by  no  means  be  absent  more  than  six  months.  My  affairs 
at  home  will  not  permit  it,  nor  did  I  prepare  myself  for  a  later  season,  so 
that  I  must  return  next  month.  By  that  time,  however,  I  hope  we  shall  have 
finished  the  long  wished  for  Confederation,  which  we  have  at  times  been 
upon  ever  since  I  came,  but  lately  taken  up  with  more  earnestness.  My 
presence,  I  presume,  may  be  necessary  when  this  comes  before  the  General 
Assembly  for  their  approbation,  that  they  may  be  more  particularly 
acquainted  with  the  subject  than  they  would  be  from  a  mere  view  of  the 
articles  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  honor's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCH  ANT. 

Henry  Maechant  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

York,  Nov.  4th,  1777. 
Honored  Sir  :  —  I  sincerely  congratulate  you  upon  the  glorious  events 
at  the  Northward.  I  here  enclose  you  the  return  of  the  prisoners  and  the 
letters  printed  by  order  of  Congress,  showing  the  situation  of  our  aflfairs 
upon  the  Delaware,  written  copies  whereof  I  transmitted  you  in  my  last. 
The  troops  of  our  State,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Greene,  have  acquired 
no  little  honor.  We  have  just  received  a  report  that  our  people  have  taken 
Rhode  Island  and  1500  prisoners, — but  wait  for  a  happy  confirmation. 

I  hear  nothing  of  Mr.  EUery,  but  I  am  hourly  expecting  him.     Till  I 
have  the  honor  of  seeing  you,  I  remain,  honored  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  in  Council  of  War. 

Providence,  November  8th,  1777. 
Gent.  :  —  It  is  with  extreme  concern,  that  we  must  acquaint  you  that  it 
will  be  impossible  for  us  to  supply  our  Continental  Battalion,  with  the 
necessary  clothing,  the  ensuing  campaign.  We  have  used  our  utmost 
endeavors  to  collect  all  the  clothes,  stockings,  leather,  &c.,  within  the  State, 
suitable  for  that  purpose,  which  have  been  sent  forward  to  the  army,  and 
fall  very  short  of  a  sufficient  quantity.  The  length  of  time  since  our  ports 
have  been  entirely  shut  up,  so  that  we  could  neither  send  vessels  to  sea,  nor 
receive  any  into  port,  hath  occasioned  the  little  stock  of  goods  which  were 
on  hand  and  those  manufactured  here,  (which  is  very  small,)  to  be  entirely 
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consumed.  The  exhausted  state  of  the  treasury,  occasioned  by  the  daily 
calls  for  supporting  our  militia,  a  large  part  of  whom  have  been  upon  con- 
stant duty  ever  since  the  enemy  took  possession  of  Rhode  Island,  hath 
deprived  us  of  the  means  of  purchasing  vessels  in  neighboring  ports,  and 
sending  them  to  the  Southern  states  for  cargoes  suitable  to  send  tp  France, 
&c.,  for  purchasing  clothing,  stores,  &c.,  for  our  battalion.  No  staple  com- 
modity being  raised  or  to  be  had  in  this  State,  fitting  to  be  sent  abroad, 
hath  put  it  entirely  out  of  our  power  to  furnish  ourselves  with  those  articles 
for  the  soldiery  which  the  other  states,  not  under  similar  circumstances, 
have  had  and  still  have  opportunities  to  do.  We  must  therefore  rely  upon 
the  provision  Congress  shall  make  for  the  clothing  of  our  battalion. 

We  are  under  gi'eat  anxiety  for  the  future  subsistence  of  the  army  of  the 
New  England  states,  as  we  cannot  hear  that  there  is  any  person  in  those 
states  putting  up  any  provisions  against-  the  next  campaign,  and  the 
season  is  so  far  advanced  that,  in  a  short  time,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  attempt 
it. 

Excellency  John  Hancock,  President  of  Congress. 

Henry  IMarchant  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

YoRKTOWN,  Penn.,  Nov.  14th,  1777. 
Honored  Sir  :  —  Mr.  EUery  informed  me  a  long  time  since  that  he 
expected  to  set  out  in  a  few  days,  but  as  yet  I  hear  nothing  of  him.  I 
hope,  sir,  if  any  accident  detains  him,  the  General  Assembly  will  appoint 
another  delegate  immediately,  as  I  must  very  soon  be  upon  my  return,  and 
I  earnestly  wish  the  State  may  not  be  unrepresented.  You  are  sensible, 
sir,  that  I  expressly  declared  I  could  not  consent  to  be  absent  more  than 
six  mouths  at  a  time,  and  proper  provision  was  intended  to  be  made  to 
keep  up  a  representation,  I  observed  to  you,  before  then.  Under  this  full 
expectation,  I  neither  prepared  myself  for  staying  the  winter  here,  nor  my 
family  and  private  affairs  for  so  long  an  absence.  I  shall,  however  stay 
until  I  can  bring  forward  the  Confederation,  an  object  of  great  moment, 
and  which  is  now  brought  to  a  very  near  conclusion.  We  are  very  much 
disappointed  in  the  expedition  against  Rhode  Island.  The  causes  of  its 
failure  we  are  not  yet  made  acquainted  with.  Reinforcements  are  advanc- 
ing from  our  Northward  'army  to  join  Gen.  Washington,  and  it  is  said  a 
considerable  fleet  have  sailed  from  New  York  with  reinforcements  to  join 
Gen.  Howe.  Nothing  material  has  happened  at  Philadelphia  and  the  Del- 
aware since  my  last  intelligence  to  you,  save  that  a  floating  battery  which 
the  enemy  had  constructed,  sunk  in  a  few  days  after  she  was  on  float,  and 
that  a  64-gun  ship  got  aground  near  the  Jersey  shore,  when  Gen.  Varnum 
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got  down  two  12  pounders  upon  the  shore  and  hit  lier  many  times,  which 
caused  her  to  give  several  signals  of  distress,  but  at  the  tide  rising  two 
others  came  to  her  relief  and  got  her  off. 

I  have  not  time  to  add  but  that  am,  honored  sir. 

Most  respectfully  your  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

York,  Penn.,  Nov.  30th,  1777. 

Sir  :  —  Mr.  Marchant,  before  this  reaches  you,  will  have  informed  you 
of  my  safe  arrival  here  after  a  long  journey,  and  of  everything  material 
that  occurred  after  his  last  letter  to  you.  The  President  hath  transmitted 
to  your  excellency  printed  copies  of  the  confederation  ;  any  article  of  which 
that  may  need  an  explanation,  Mr.  Marchant  will  explain  to  the  Assembly. 

The  President  hath  also  sent  the  recommendatory  resolves  to  the  respec- 
tive states,  Avhich  have  passed  since  I  have  been  here,  which  renders  it 
unnecessary  for  me  even  to  mention  the  heads  of  them.  I  will  only  observe 
that  in  the  report  recommending  a  tax  of  five  million  dollars  to  be  laid  on 
the  United  States,  our  quota  was  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars, 
and  that  upon  my  representing  the  circumstances  of  our  State,  twenty  thou- 
sand were  taken  off,  and  put  upon  Massachusetts. 

Congress  have  resolved  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  causes 
of  the  failure  of  the  Rhode  Island  expedition,  and  the  conduct  of  the  princi- 
pal officers  concerned  in  it.  The  mode  for  conducting  the  inquiry  is  com- 
mitted, and  report  will  soon  be  made.  Beside  the  public  benefit  that  may 
attend  this  resolution,  it  will  be  beneficial  to  our  and  the  other  states  who 
furnished  the  troops  for  that  expedition  ;  for  Congress,  by  taking  this  busi- 
ness in  hand,  have  by  implication  acknowledged  that  the  Continent  is  to 
bear  the  expense  of  it.  The  scene  of  war  is  so  much  nearer  to  Providence 
than  Yorktown  is  that  your  Excellency  cannot  expect  that  I  should  give 
you  any  news  from  that  quarter.  You  will,  before  this  gets  to  hand,  have 
heard  of  the  evacuation  of  Forts  Mifflin  and  Mercer.  The  former  made  a 
most  obstinate  defence  ;  the  latter  was  evacuated  upon  the  approach  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  with  a  detachment  of  about  2000  men  from  the  main  body,  and 
a  small  reinforcement  supposed  to  be  from  New  York,  which  joined  him  at 
Billingsport.  Gen.  Washington,  upon  hearing  that  Lord  Cornwallis  had 
crossed  the  Schuylkill,  had  ordered  Huntingdon  brigade  to  cross  the  Dela- 
ware and  join  Gen.  Varnum,  who  commanded  at  Red  Bank ;  and  the  next 
day,  Gen.  Greene  with  his  division,  marched  with  the  same  design,  but 
they  were,  it  seems,  too  late. 
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Gen.  Washington  wrote  Congress  that  Gen.  Varnum  had  WTote  him  that 
Ave  had  saved  the  chief  part  of  the  stores  in  Fort  Mercer,  and  all  but  the 
heavy  cannon ;  and  that  the  Council  of  War,  judging  that  the  Continental 
fleet  could  not  escape  after  the  fort  was  evacuated,  had  ordered  it  to  be, 
and  that  it  was  burned.  The  express  Avho  brought  the  letters  from  Gen. 
Washington,  giving  the  above  intelligence,  says  there  Avas  a  heavy  firing  in 
Jersey  last  Monday,  but  that  the  occasion  of  it  was  unknown  when  he  left 
headquarters.  And  yesterday  it  was  reported  that  there  had  been  a  battle 
between  Gen.  Greene  and  Cornwallis.  Gen.  Washington  wrote  that  Gen. 
Greene  would  give  him  battle  if  he  could  do  it  with  any  probability  of 
success. 

By  a  letter  from  Gen.  Gates,  of  the  16th  instant,  the  enemy  had  evacu- 
ated Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence,  carrying  off  all  the  stores  and 
brass  cannon.  They  burned  all  the  buildings  and  sunk  the  iron  cannon  in 
the  lake.  He  writes,  too,  that  the  enemy  had  advanced  all  their  posts  on 
the  North  river,  and  that  they  had  retired,  or  were  retiring,  from  King's 
bridge. 

I  hope  that  our  troops  may  be  able  to  keep  the  field  this  winter.  The 
force  that  Gen.  Washington  hath  Avith  him,  aided  by  the  hardy  sons  of  New 
England,  and  the  militia  that  might  be  collected  in  this  quarter  and  from 
the  Southward,  might  entirely  destroy  Mr.  Howe's  army  this  winter.  In 
expectation  of  which  glorious  event,  I  continue  to  be  with  great  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  8.  —  In  a  lettter  from  Gen.  Washington,  of  the  26th  of  November, 
he  writes  that  he  had  just  received  the  folloAving  extract  from  a  letter, 
stating  that  "  the  Marquis  Lafayette,  Avith  about  400  militia  and  the  rifle 
corps,  attacked  the  enemy's  picket  last  evening,  killed  about  twenty,  Avounded 
many  more,  and  took  about  tAventy  prisoners.  The  Marquis  is  charmed 
Avith  the  spirited  behavior  of  the  militia  and  rifle  corps.  They  drove  the 
enemy  about  half  a  mile,  and  kept  the  ground  until  dark.  The  enemy's 
picket  consisted  of  about  three  hundred,  and  were  reinforced  during  the 
skirmish.     The  Marquis  is  determined  to  be  in  the  Avay  of  danger." 

By  the  last  letter  from  France,  and  by  one  from  the  West  Indies,  it 
appears  that  there  is  a  great  prospect  of  hostilities  being  commenced  soon, 
betAveen  France  and  Spain  and  Great  Britain.  I  forgot  to  mention  this 
circumstance  in  the  body  of  my  letter. 

W.  E. 
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William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

YoRKTOWN,  Pekn.,  Dec.  14th,  1777. 
Sir  :  —  Nothing  of  importance  hath  transpired  lately  respecting  our  and 
the  enemy's  army,  but  a  movement  of  the  latter  from  Philadelphia,  and  the 
circumstances  which  attended  it,  an  account  of  which  I  Avill  do  myself  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  in  an  abstract  of  Gen.  Washington's  letter  to  Con- 
gress, of  the  10th  instant :  — 

"  On  Thursday  night,  General  Howe  moved  from  the  city,  with  all  his 
force  excepting  a  very  inconsiderable  part  left  in  his  lines  and  redoubts, 
and  appeared  the  next  morning  on  Chestnut  Hill,  in  front  and  about  three 
miles  distant  from  our  right  wing.  The  Pennsylvania  militia  Avere  ordered 
from  our  right  to  skirmish  with  the  light  advanced  parties.  Brig.  Gen. 
Irvine,  who  led  them  on,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  wounded  and  to  be 
made  prisoner. 

"  Nothing  more  occurred  on  that  day.  On  Friday  night  the  enemy 
changed  the  ground  and  moved  to  our  left  within  a  mile  of  our  line,  where 
they  remained  quiet  and  advantageously  posted  the  whole  of  the  next  day. 
On  Sunday,  they  inclined  still  further  to  our  left.  In  their  movements, 
their  advanced  and  flanking  parties  were  warmly  attacked  by  Col.  Morgan 
and  his  corps,  and  also  by  the  Maryland  militia,  under  Col.  Gist.  Their 
loss  I  cannot  ascertain,  but  I  am  informed  it  was  considerable,  having 
regard  to  the  number  of  the  corps  who  engaged  them.  About  sunset,  after 
various  marches  and  counter  marches,  they  halted.  On  Monday  afternoon 
they  began  to  move,  and  instead  of  advancing  filed  off  from  their  right,  and 
the  first  certain  account  that  I  could  obtain  of  their  intention  was  that  they 
were  in  full  march  toward  Philadelphia  by  two  or  three  routes.  I  dis- 
patched light  parties  after  them,  but  they  were  not  able  to  come  up  with 
them.  The  enemy's  loss  I  cannot  ascertain.  One  account  from  the  city  is 
that  five  hundred  wounded  had  been  sent  in.  Another  is  that  eighty-two 
wagons  had  gone  in  with  men  in  this  situation.  These,  I  fear,  are  both 
exaggerated,  and  not  to  be  depended  on.  We  lost  twenty-seven  men  in 
Morgan's  corps,  killed  and  wounded,  besides  Major  Morris,  a  brave  and 
gallant  officer,  who  is  among  the  latter  of  the  Maryland  militia  ;  there  were 
also  sixteen  or  seventeen  wounded.  I  have  not  received  further  returns 
yet.  I  sincerely  wish  that  they  had  made  an  attack.  The  issue,  in  all 
probability,  from  the  disposition  of  our  troops,  and  the  strong  situation  of 
our  camp,  would  have  been  fortunate  and  happy.  At  the  same  time,  I 
must  add  that  reason,  prudence,  and  every  principle  of  policy  forbade  us 
quitting  our  post  to  attack  them." 

A  few  days  ago,  I  was  presented  with  a  bill  of  exchange,  drawn  by 


LETTER   FROM    WILLIAM    ELLERY.  159 

Timothy  CofiBn  on  Messrs.  Ellery  aud  Marchant,  Continental  delegates  at 
Philadelphia,  for  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  favor  of  Richard  Ellis 
or  order ;  which  money  I  received  of  the  Auditor  General,  by  virtue  of  a 
warrant  which  Mr.  Marqhant  had  obtained  in  July  last.  The  warrant  is 
for  ten  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Marchant  had  received  thereof  one  thousand 
and  I  received  fifteen  hundred  and  sixty,  out  of  which  I  paid  the  before- 
mentioned  bill ;  the  remainder  I  have  taken  to  my  own  account  and  given 
the  State  credit  for  it ;  so  that  there  is  a  balance  due  on  said  Avarrant  of 
seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

I  will  take  this  opportunity  to  mention  that,  before  I  left  Congress,  I  pro- 
cured an  order  upon  the  Treasury  for  two  thousand  dollars,  to  enable  me 
to  pay  a  balance  that  was  due  to  Messrs.  Purviances  in  Baltimore,  on  the 
Diamond's  cargo,  &c.,  and  to  supply  my  own  pocket  which  was  exhausted. 
When  I  returned,  I  waited  upon  the  Assembly  several  times  in  order  to 
exhibit  my  account,  but  they  were  so  engaged,  and  the  session  so  short,  that 
I  could  not  find  an  opportunity  to  present  it.  The  Assembly  may  depend 
upon  my  exhibiting  a  faithful  account  of  any  moneys  I  may  receive  out  of 
the  Treasm-y,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  upon  my  close  attention  to  its 
best  interest. 

Congress  have  determined  upon  the  mode  of  inquiry  into  the  cause's  of 
the  failure  of  the  Rhode  Island  expedition,  and  have  appointed  Gen.  Whip- 
ple, of  New  Hampshire  ;  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esq.,  of  Massachusetts  Bay  ; 
H.  Marchant,  Esq.,  of  Rhode  Island;  Oliver  Ellsworth,  Esq.,  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  Egbert  Benson,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  Commissioners  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  the  time  of  their  meeting  to  be  the  first  Monday  in  February,  and  the 
place.  Providence.  The  question  hath  been  asked  side  ways,  who  is  to  pay 
the  expense  of  that  expedition  ;  but  it  hath  not  yet  been  seriously  asked,  and 
I  hope  it  will  not  be.  If  the  expedition  had  succeeded,  we  should  never 
have  heard  a  word  about  the  expense,  and  perhaps  if  the  authors  of  its 
failure  were  brought  to  light,  their  punishment  may  appease  the  resentment 
of  Congress,  and  obliterate  the  idea  of  an  enormous  useless  expense. 

We  have  no  late  news  from  France  or  the  West  Indies.  When  anything 
occurs  of  consequence,  I  shall  write  to  your  excellency.  In  the  mean 
time,  give  me  leave  to  subscribe  myself. 

With  great  regard,  your  excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

December  17th. 
Since  I  wrote  the  foregoing,  Gen.  Washington  transmitted  to  Congress  a 
letter  from  Gen.  Heath  to  him,  in  which  he  informed  Gen.  AVashington 
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that  application  had  been  made  to  him  by  the  officers  concerned  iu  the 
Rhode  Island  expedition  for  their  pay,  and  desired  to  know  whether  the 
Continent  or  the  states  who  funished  the  troops  were  to  pay  the  expense 
thereof.  This  brought  in  the  question  which  I,  hoped  would  never  have 
been  started,  and,  after  a  slight  agitation  in  whicli  I  perceived  it  was  the 
sense  of  Congress  that  the  Continent  ought  to  bear  the  expense,  it  was 
referred  to  a  committee  to  examine  the  journals  in  this  regard,  and  to  report 
to.  Congress. 

Congress  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Gen.  Washington,  dated  near 
the  Gulph  Mill,  December  14th,  of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract :  — 

"  On  Thursday  morning  we  marched  from  our  old  encampment,  and 
intended  to  pass  the  Schuylkill  at  Madison's  Ford,  whei'e  a  bridge  had  been 
laid  across  the  river.  When  the  first  and  part  of  the  second  Division  had 
passe'd,  found  a  body  of  4000,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  pos- 
sessed of  the  Heights.  Our  troops  were  obliged  to  repass  the  bridge,  which 
prevented  our  getting  over  untU  the  succeeding  uight.  This  manoeuvre,  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  was  not  in  consequence  of  any  information  they  had 
of  our  movements  ;  but  was  designed  to  secure  the  pass  Avhile  they  were 
foraging  in  the  neighboring  country.  They  were  met  in  their  advances  by 
Gen.  Potter,  with  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  who  behaved  with 
bravery  and  gave  them  every  opposition,  till  they  were  obliged  to  retreat 
from  their  superior  numbers.  We  collected  a  good  deal  of  forage  and 
retired  to  the  city  the  night  we  passed  the  river.  No  discrimination  marked 
his  proceedings.  All  property,  whether  friends  or  foes,  that  came  in  their 
way  was  seized  and  carrried  off." 

Gen.  Washington,  it  seems,  means  to  go  into  winter  quarters  at  Wil- 
mington, which  I  am  afraid  will  be  attended  with  pernicious  consequences. 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

December  19th. 
P.  S.  —  Lieut.  Col.  Barton,  who  arrived  this  day  from  the  army,  tells  me 
that  our   army  will  hut  this  winter  at  VaUey  Forge,  near  the  Schuylkill, 
and  about  twenty  miles  from  Philadelphia. 

William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

YoRKTOWN,  Pexx.,  Jan.  4th,  1778. 
Sir  :  — I  very  lately  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Marchant,  in  which  he 
informed  me  that  our  State  was   at  so  great  an  expense,  and  so  deeply  in 
debt,  that  he  was  afraid  we  should  be  obliged  to  emit  more  money,  or  reis- 
sue that  which  will  be  collected  by  taxation ;  unless  a  warrant  could  be 
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procured  from  Congress  upon  the  Loan  Office  for  a  large  sum  ;  and  pro- 
posed to  me  to  make  an  application  therefor.  If  the  General  Assembly 
should  think  proper  to  give  me  any  directions  on  this  head,  I  will  execute 
them  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness,  and  not  without  hopes  of  success,  pro- 
vided Loan  Office  certificates  can  be  negotiated,  and  will  answer  in  payment 
of  our  debts.  The  demands  upon  the  Treasury  are  at  present  so  great  and 
pressing  that  all  the  money  now  in  it,  and  which  may  be  collected  by  the 
Loan  Offices  for  some  time  to  come,  will  not,  I  am  afraid,  satisfy  them  ;  but 
if  Loan  Office  certificates  will  answer  our  purpose,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
Congress  would  grant  warrants  for  them  to  a  considerable  amount,  rather 
than  we  should  be  obliged  to  reissue  or  emit  money.  In  the  letter  which 
may  be  written  to  me  on  this  subject,  they  will  doubtless  place  the  necessity 
they  are  imder  to  make  this  application  in  a  strong  and  striking  point  of 
light. 

The  committee  which  was  appointed  to  examine  the  Journals  of  Con- 
gress, and  report  the  resolutions  which  have  passed  respecting  the  defence 
of  our  State,  and  recommending  an  attack  on  Rhode  Island,  have  not  yet 
reported  ;  but  I  cannot  entertain  any  doubt  but  that  Congress  will  determine 
the  expense  of  the  late  inglorious  expedition  to  be  Continental  when  the 
committee  shall  have  reported.  Perhaps  it  would  be  best  not  to  apply  to 
Congress  for  a  warrant  on  the  Loan  Office  till  that  matter  shall  be  decided, 
as  a  great  part  of  the  expense,  for  the  defraying  of  which  a  warrant  may  be 
desired,  may  have  accrued  by  that  expedition. 

We  have  nothing  new,  either  foreign  or  domestic.  As  soon  as  acts  shall 
have  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  late  recommendations  of  Congress,  I  should 
be  glad  to  have  them  transmitted  to  me. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

Gov.  Cooke  to  the  President  of  Congress. 

Providence,  Jan.  6th,  1778. 
Sir  :  — I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  several  favors  of 
the  1st  and  28th  of  November,  and  3d  of  December  last,  enclosing  resolves 
of  Congress,  in  consequence  whereof  I  convened  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  State  on  the  19th  of  December,  ultimo.  The  several  resolves  beinsr 
laid  before  them,  they  appointed  Commissioners  to  meet  at  Xew  Haven  on 
the  15th  of  January,  inst.,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress  of 
22d  November,  and  have  ordered  the  two  battalions  of  600  men  each,  and 
a  regiment  of  artillery  of  300  men,  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  United 
States.  They  adjourned  until  the  second  Monday  in  February  next,  then 
11 
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to  take  iuto  consideration  the  several  matters  reconamended  by  Congress, 
and  I  liave  not  the  least  doubt  but  the  General  Assembly  will  readily  adopt 
the  measures  proposed  in  said  resolves. 

The  harbor  of  Newport  is  filled  with  the  enemy's  ships  of  war,  frigates, 
transports,  etc.,  to  the  amount  of  nearly  two  hundred  sail,  and  we  hear  that 
a  descent  upon  the  main  land  is  in  contemplation  by  the  enemy  from  Rhode 
Island. 

There  still  remains  unsold  about  eight  hundred  of  the  Continental  tickets 
which  were  last  sent  to  this  State.  You  will  please  advise  what  is  to  be 
done  with  them. 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

NICHOLAS  COOKE. 

William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

YoRKTO"\vx,  Jan.  14th,  1778. 
Sir  :  —  Congress  hath  lately  resolved,  for  reasons  specified  in  their  reso- 
lution, to  suspend  the  embarkation  of  Gen.  Burgoyne  and  the  troops  under 
his  command,  until  the  convention  of  Saratoga  shall  be  ratified  by  the  Court 
of  London,  and  notified  to  Congress.  This  cii  cumstance,  the  arrival  in 
Ne^vport  harbor  of  a  number  of  men  of  war,  some  of  them  of  the  line,  and 
my  fears  of  our  not  being  able  to  sustain  an  attack  made  by  the  troops  at 
Rhode  Island,  joined  by  marines  and  seamen  from  those  men  of  war,  have 
made  me  anxious  for  the  town  of  Providence,  particularly  against  which 
the  enemy  would,  in  my  opinion,  bend  their  whole  force,  if  they  should 
think  there  was  any  probability  of  success.  Impressed  with  these  anxious 
feelings,  I  have  represented  the  State  ot  Rhode  Island  to  Congress  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  procure  a  resolution  recommending  it  to  the  states  of  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  to  immedi- 
ately furnish  and  constantly  keep  up,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  the 
troops  stipulated  by  the  Committee  which  met  at  Springfield  last  July. 
The  President  will  immediately  transmit  to  you  authcLtic  copies  of  the  res- 
olutions hinted  at,  and  also  of  other  resolutions  entered  into  in  consequence 
of  Gen,  Spencer's  letter,  whose  resignation  Congress  has  accepted.  I  am 
suspicious  that  the  enemy  will  consider  the  suspension  of  the  embarkation 
of  Gen.  Burgoyne  and  his  troops  an  infraction  of  the  Convention,  attempt 
to  rescue  those  troops,  and  at  the  same  time  pour  their  resentment  on  our 
State.  If  these  should  be  their  ideas,  it  seems  to  me  that  Providence  will 
be  their  first  object.  Because  when  possessed  of  that  to^^^l,  they  might 
communicate  by  spies  with  Burgoyne,  a  day  might  be  fixed  .by  them  for 
the  latter  to  burst  with  his  troops  through  the  guards,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  enemy  might  advance  from  Providence  to  meet  and  receive  them.     If 
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the  Assembly  should  not  think  this  chimerical,  they  will  without  doubt  be 
on  tkeir  guard,  and  make  the  best  preparation  they  can  to  repel  any  attempt 
that  may  be  made  upon  our  State. 

Apprehensions  of  an  attempt  of  this  kind  have  induced  Congress  to 
recommend  it  to  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay  to  increase  the  number  of 
the  guards  upon  Burgoyne's  troops,  and  to  the  Kew  England  states  to  fur- 
nish and  keep  up  their  quotas  of  men  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  as  before 
mentioned. 

The  provision  made  for  the  payment  of  troops  in  that  quarter,  will  prevent 
any  demands  upon  our  treasury  in  future.  I  hope  that  this  consideration, 
the  question  about  the  pajnuent  of  the  expense  of  the  late  inglorious 
expedition  not  being  yet  decided,  will  induce  our  State  to  put  off  any 
application  they  may  have  in  contemplation  to  make  to  Congress,  as  long  as 
they  can. 

We  have  nothing  new.     Both  armies  are  very  quiet.     Heartily  wishing 
that  everything  in  our  quarter  may  b  ^-  so  until  we  shall  be  ready  to  make 
a  vigorous  effort  for  the  recovery  of  Rhode  Island, 
I  continue  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S.  —  I  have  not  had  the  honor  of  a  letter  from  the  Assembly  since  I 
have  been  here. 


TO,  ) 

1,  1778.  ) 


Gov.  Cooke  to  William  Ellert. 

State  of  Rhode  Island, 
Providence,  January  26th, 

Sir  :  — Your  favors  of  the  14th  ult.  and  4th  instant,  have  come  to  hand. 
We  find  that  the  expense  of  the  late  intended  expedition  against  Rhode 
Island  hath  been  mentioned  in  Congress,  and  some  doubts  have  arisen 
whether  the  same  ought  to  be  Continental.  We  cannot  imagine  that  the 
heavy  expense  which  hath  arisen  from  that  fruitless  attempt  will  be  charged 
upon  the  states  only  which  furnished  the  men  and  necessary  supplies  ;  if 
that  is  to  be  the  case,  this  State  is  ruined,  as  the  army  rendezvoused  within 
it,  and  were  chiefly  supplied  by  us. 

The  expedition  had  been  long  in  contemplation  before  the  last  attempt 
was  made  to  carry  the  same  into  execution.  We  received  a  letter  from  the 
honorable  President  of  Congress,  dated  the  10th  of  April  last,  wherein  he 
says  : — "  In  the  present  situation  of  the  British  army,  it  is  much  to  be  wished 
that  an  attack  could  be  made  upon  the  enemy  in  your  State,  which,  what- 
ever success  may  attend  it,  would  at  least  cause  a  diversion  of  their  forces 
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in  New  Jersey,  if  it  could  be  speedily  undertaken."  A  resolve  passed  the 
Congress  on  the  same  day,  recommending  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State  to  attempt  it,  with  the  assistance  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Connec- 
ticut. The  state  of  Massachusetts  came  into  the  measure,  aud  we  appointed 
a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  Governor  and  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  who 
went  to  Hartford  and  had  a  conference  with  their  General  Assembly,  but 
the  situation  of  affairs  in  Connecticut  at  that  time  was  such  that  they  could 
Bot  afford  us  sufficient  aid,  and  the  project  was  laid  aside. 

In  the  beginning  of  September  last.  Col.  Trumbull  called  upon  the  Coun- 
cil of  War  here,  with  propositions  from  Gov.  Trumbull  for  undertaking  a 
descent  upon  Rhode  Island.  We  readily  acceded  to  the  proposal,  and 
immediately  wrote  to  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  which  concurred  in 
the  measure.  Upon  the  expedition  being  agreed  upon,  we  sent  to  Gen. 
Spencer,  informing  him  that  we  would  furnish  him  with  everything  in  our 
power,  in  order  that  the  expedition  might  be  terminated  with  success.  And, 
that  nothing  might  be  wanted  therein,  we  furnished  the  General  with 
rpwards  1000  men  more  than  we  engaged  or  expected,  and  with  all  the 
military  aud  hospital  stores,  teams,  and  with  whatever  money  and  every- 
thing else  he  required.  The  failure  cannot  be  attributed  to  us,  as  you  may 
observe  by  the  enclosed  extracts  from  the  Court  of  Inquiry.  The  causes 
we  shall  not  pretend  to  point  out.  The  letters  which  we  received  from  Mr. 
Marchant,  our  delegate  at  Congress,  frequently  mentioned  that  an  attempt 
upon  Rhode  Island  would  be  attended  with  good  consequences,  and  we 
were  stimulated  to  engage  in  the  undertaking  by  the  recommendation  we 
had  received  from  Congress,  and  from  motives  of  promoting  the  general 
good  of  the  United  States,  and  had  the  expedition  been  attended  with  suc- 
cess, as  there  was  good  reason  then  to  have  imagined,  it  would  have  been 
of  signal  service.  We  cannot,  we  will  not  entertain  a  doubt  but  what  Con- 
gres  will  make  the  same  a  Continental  expense  ;  for,  if  it  is  not,  it  will  at 
once  prevent  any  state  from  exerting  itself  in  the  common  cause.  Our 
treasury  is  so  far  exhausted,  that,  notwithstanding  this  little  State  hath 
taxed  itself  £96,000  the  year  past,  we  have  been  obliged  to  borrow 
£10,000,  part  of  the  last  tax  assessed,  which  was  to  have  been  burnt,  in 
order  to  furnish  the  officers  with  recruiting  money.  We  expect  to  replace 
the  sum,  when  we  can  get  money  from  the  Continental  treasury.  We  are 
making  out  our  account  against  the  Continent,  and  expect  to  complete  it 
and  forward  it  soon.     In  the  interim, 

I  am,  sir,  in  behalf  of  the  Council  of  War, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

NICHOLAS  COOKE. 
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William  Ellert  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

YoRKTOWN,  March  1st,  1778. 

Sir  :  —  The  reason  why  I  have  not  wrote  to  you  for  some  time  past  is, 
because  nothing  particular  respecting  either  our  State  or  the  army  hath 
taken  place  ;  and  the  general  resolves  of  Congress  are  printed  in  newspapers 
or  transmitted  by  the  President. 

France  still  pursues  her  old  equivocal  line  of  conduct.  Sometimes  Avith 
a  peremptory  tone  she  orders  our  trade  from  her  ports,  at  another  she  con- 
nives at,  and  even  countenances  our  armed  and  commercial  vessels.  She 
is  entirely  governed  by  the  principles  of  policy  and  interest.  She  says  she 
■  ought  not  to  declare  herself  until  she  is  led  to  it  by  an  open  rupture  with  the 
English,  of  which  we  shall  soon  be  the  pretext  or  the  subject ;  that  we  shall 
obtain  her  alliance  by  continuing  to  solicit  her  secret  friendship  and  her 
succor,  until  we  convince  her  that  no  extremity  is  capable  of  making  us 
renounce  that  Independence  we  have  adopted,  and  by  contenting  ourselves 
with  an  assistance  as  underhanded  as  it  is  efficacious,  and  thereby  leaving 
the  English  to  retard  the  alliance  of  France  with  us,  by  their  pretending  not 
to  see  what  they  endure,  or  to  hasten  the  period  by  hostilities  which  France 
is  determined  to  repel  vigorously. 

This  is  the  language  of  France,  from  which  it  seems  that  we  must  fight 
our  own  battles,  unless  Britain  should  come  to  an  open  rupture  with  France, 
which  I  think  is  not  much  to  be  expected.  To  enable  us  to  fight  them  suc- 
cessfully it  is  indispensably  necessary  that  our  Continental  battalions  should 
be  filled  as  soon  as  possible.  By  a  resolution  of  Congress  on  this  subject, 
which  you  will  receive  by  the  express  who  carries  this,  you  will  see  that 
we  are  to  complete  only  one  of  our  battalions,  the  two,  considering  our  cir- 
cumstances, having  been  reduced  to  one. 

The  number  of  recruits  that  we  shall  have  to  raise,  as  by  the  return,  is 
eight  sergeants,  nineteen  corporals,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  privates, 
which  I  hope  will  be  collected  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  early  in  the  spring. 
I  am  informed  that  Col.  Greene  is  gone  to  our  State  to  raise  a  regiment  of 
blacks.  I  wish  that  he  may  not  be  encouraged  to  recruit  until  our  Conti- 
nental battalion  and  State  battalion  shall  be  completed,  and  the  enemy  be 
removed  from  the  State.  It  appears  to  me  very  inconsistent  that  we  should 
be  required  to  fill  up  only  one  battalion,  on  account  of  our  exposed,  perilous 
situation,  and  that  recruiting  for  another  purpose  than  for  our  defence 
should  go  on.  The  late  resolution  of  Congress  authorizing  and  requesting 
the  Executive  Council  of  Massachusetts  to  remove  and  separate  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne's  troops,  and  place  them  in  such  parts  of  the  state  as  might  be 
thought  proper,  and  the  information  I  have  received,  that  a  number  of  the 
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militita  from  thence  and  Connecticut  have  arrived  in  our  State,  have  in 
some  measure  relieved  me  from  the  anxiety  I  have  long  endured  ;  hut  still 
so  long  as  the  enemy's  troops  continue  on  Rhode  Island,  and  their  fleet  in 
the  bay,  nothing  but  a  force  sufficient  to  awe  them  can  secure  our  long 
extended  shores  from  ravage  and  devastation.  In  my  opinion,  we  have 
not  a  man  of  any  color  to  spare.  Our  towns,  our  shores,  our  fields,  require 
every  hand  to  defend  and  cultivate  them. 

We  are  about  obstructing  and  fortifying  Hudson's  river,  to  secure  our 
communication  between  the  Southern  and  the  Northern  states  ;  altering  the 
system  of  the  Commissariats  and  the  Quartermaster,  which,  with  the 
clothier  department,  have  been  most  miserably  executed  the  last  campaign  ; 
calling  public  officers  to  an  account,  and  taking  every  method  we  can  devise 
to  fill  up  and  supply  our  army,  and  correct  abuses.  I  hope  they  will  prove 
efficacious ;  but  so  great,  alas,  is  the  corruption  and  avarice  of  the  people, 
that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  find  persons  to  fill  the  public  offices  who  will 
by  their  honest  exertions  give  efficacy  to  public  measures. 

Congress  has  directed  Gen.  Washington  to  send  a  proper  Major  Gene- 
ral to  fill  the  place  of  Gen.  Spencer.  It  is  not  yet  determined  who  is  to 
pay  the  expense  of  the  Rhode  Island  expedition.  I  have  not  urged  a  deter- 
mination ;  because  Massachusetts  hath  been  a  long  time  and  is  still  unre- 
presented, one  of  her  members  being  of  a  committee  now  at  Headquarters. 
There  are  so  many  and  such  large  demands  on  the  treasury  for  supplying 
the  great  departments  of  the  army,  that  an  application  for  a  considerable 
sum  Avould  be  ineffectual.  I  opposed  the  last  warrant  being  issued  on  our 
Loan  Office,  but  in  vain.  So  soon  as  these  departments  shall  be  supplied, 
our  State  may  have  a  chance.  If  the  Assembly  should  think  proper,  they 
can  send  forward  an  abstract  of  their  accounts  against  the  United  States, 
with  directions  to  their  delegates  to  apply  when  a  good  time  shall  present. 
If  Loan  Office  Certificates  could  answer,  it  would  mightily  facilitate  a  grant. 

Some  of  the  citizens  of  this  State  having  been  lately  kidnapped  and  car- 
ried into  Philadelphia,  Congress  has  resolved  that  all  offenders  taken 
within  seventy  miles  of  the  main  army,  or  any  detachment  or  post,  under 
the  command  of  a  General,  shall  be  tried  by  a  court  mai-tial  and  suffer  the 
pains  of  death. 

A  certain  Northern  expedition  is,  for  good  reasons,  laid  aside.  Several 
vessels  have  lately  arrived  at  the  Southwai-d  from  the  West  Isdies,  with 
cloths,  blankets,  tents,  etc.  Those  from  Martinico  were  conveyed  clear  off" 
the  islands  by  a  French  frigate.  Some  loads  of  salt  have  also  arrived  ;  but 
still  that  article  is  scarce.  Could  not  this  article  be  made  in  Charlestown 
and  Westerly,  in  great  abundance?  And  may  it  not  be  advisable  to 
encourage  this  necessary  manufacture  ? 
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By  the  Fifth  Article  of  Confederation,  no  state  shall  be  represented  by 
less  than  two  members,  I  submit  whether  it  will  not  be  advisable  to 
choose  four  or  five  at  the  next  election,  and  keep  them  upon  the  spot,  that 
the  State  may  be  always  represented.  If  only  two  should  be  present,  one 
may  fall  sick,  and  the  State  for  a  considerable  time  be  unrepresented,  to  its 
gi-eat  detriment.  I  expect  soon  tb  see  a  colleague  with  orders  for  a  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Confederation. 

Most  sincerely  praying  for  the  perpetual  establishment  of  the  sovereignty, 
freedom,  and  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  particu- 
larly for  the  deliverance  of  the  distressed  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations  from  her  enemies,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the 
highest  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S.  —  Two  hundred  and  eighty-six  dwelling  houses,  and  a  number  of 
stores  in   Charleston,  South  Carolina,  have  lately  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  resolution  last  hinted  at,  and  another  desiring  the  several  states  to 
send  forward  their  accounts  of  supplies  to  prisoners,  &c.,  I  see  are  in  the 
paper  which  I  now  inclose.  I  find  that  I  have  made  a  mistake  in  the 
number  of  sergeants  and  corporals  wanted  to  complete  our  battalion.  The 
number  I  have  mentioned  is  the  number  wanting  to  complete  two  battalions. 

Gov.  Cooke  to  William  Ellery. 

Pkovidence,  April  3d,  1778. 

Sir  :  — This  will  be  handed  you  by  John  Collins,  Esq.,  enclosing  an  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  empowering  you  alone,  in  behalf  of  this  State,  to 
accede  to  and  ratify  the  Articles  of  Confederation.  Mr.  Collins  is  appointed 
by  the  General  Assembly  to  wait  on  Congress  with  the  accounts  of  this 
State,  and  is  empowered,  in  behalf  of  the  State,  to  adjust  and  liquidate  the 
same  and  to  receive  and  bring  forward  with  him  the  balance  due  thereon  ; 
I  must  therefore  request  that  you  Avould  use  your  utmost  influence  to  assist 
him  in  obtaining  a  grant  for  the  balance  due  to  the  State,  as  our  treasury 
is  now  entirely  exhausted,  and  we  have  no  other  means  left  to  supply  the 
same. 

I  would  also  inform  you  that  the  State  has  fitted  the  sloop  Diamond, 
whereof  Nathaniel  Coddington  is  master,  and  ordered  him  to  proceed  to 
some  port  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  or  North  Carolina,  to  purchase  a  load  of 
provisions  for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  has  given  the  captain  a  letter  of 
credit  to  take  up  at  either  of  those  places  money  sufficient  to  purchase  his 
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cargo,  and  has  empowered  him  to  draw  bills  on  you  for  the  amount  of  the 
moneys  he  may  receive  in  that  behalf,  and  doubt  not  but  that  you  will 
honor  our  draft.  As  Mr.  Marchant  retained  in  the  hands  of  tlie  Continental 
treasurer  ten  thousand  dollars,  part  of  the  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
he  received  some  time  past  for  account  of  this  State,  which  full  sura  is 
credited  the  Continent  in  the  account  sent  forwai'd  by  Capt.  Collins,  as 
money  then  received,  which  ten  thousand  dollars  was  retained  on  account 
of  purchasing  a  cargo  for  this  same  vessel,  but  was  not  made  use  of.  You 
will  therefore  be  able  to  pay  due  honor  to  Capt.  Coddiugton's  draft,  when- 
ever it  is  presented.     I  am,  sir, 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

NICHOLAS  COOKE. 

William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

YoRKTOWN,  April  5th,  1778. 

Sir  :  —  Since  my  last,  nothing  hath  occurred  at  home,  and  by  the  unfor- 
tunate shipwreck  of  Capt.  Weeks,  and  the  robbery  of  the  dispatches  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  Capt.  Folger,  w^e  have  been  disappointed  of  the 
intelligence  expected  from  France.  We  have  received  no  advices  from  our 
Commissioners  since  last  May,  so  that  I  have  nothing  new  to  communicate 
from  that  quarter  which  can  be  depended  on.  The  indirect  news  published 
in  the  inclosed  newspapear  from  Martinico,  came  from  a  good  hand,  and 
deserves  as  much  credit  as  any  account  that  does  not  proceed  immediately 
from  the  fountain. 

A  number  of  ships  lately  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  it  is  said,  with  soldiers 
from  New  York,  and  we  have  a  report  from  the  Eastward  that  the  troops 
at  Rhode  Island  were  embarking  to  reinforce  Gen.  Howe,  with  a  view  to 
enable  him  to  make  an  efficient  attack  upon  our  encampment,  before  the 
recruits  from  the  several  states  shall  have  joined  the  main  army.  It  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  the  states  should  fill  up  their  battalions  and  send 
them  forward  immediately.  I  find  that  my  information  respecting  the  negro 
regiment  was  not  good.  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  Avriting  to  you,  one  of 
the  committee  from  camp  hath  informed  me  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
that  we  should  have  two  battalions  in  the  field,  that  the  surplusage  of  our 
recruits,  above  the  number  necessary  to  complete  our  one  battalion,  was  to 
remain  in  the  State,  so  long  as  it  should  continue  to  be  invaded. 

Inoculation  is  cai'ried  on  in  camp  with  such  great  suc3ess  that  recruits 
may  come  forward  without  any  reluctance.  Out  of  3G00,  which  were 
lately  inoculated  at  Valley  Forge,  eleven  only  died  of  the  small  pox. 

Important  questions  are  on  the  carpet,  whether  an  establishment  at  half 
pay  for  life  or  term  of  years  shall  be  allowed  to   military  commissioned 
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officers,  who  shall  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war ;  whether 
any  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  widows  of  those  officers  who  have  fallen 
or  shall  fall  in  battle  ;  and  whether  some  allowance  shall  be  made  to  such 
soldiers  as  enlist  during  the  war,  and  shall  continue  in  the  service  until  the 
end  of  the  war.  The  first  is  the  great  question  ;  a  question  of  such  mag- 
nitude in  my  opinion  that  I  am  one  of  those  who  think  it  ought  to  be 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  states.  At  present  it  is  postponed  at 
large  ;  when  it  shall  be  resumed  it  will  be  moved  that  it  should  be  so 
referred,  but  whether  the  motion  will  meet  with  success  or  not  is  uncertain. 
I  could  wish  to  be  instructed  by  my  constituents  how  to  give  my  voice, 
especially  on  the  capital  question,  and  will  beg  leave  to  expect  it.  If  I 
should  be  called  upon  before  I  receive  the  instructions  I  wish,  and  shall 
expect,  to  give  my  vote,  I  shall  do  it  as  shall  appear  to  me  to  be  right,  and 
if  I  should  not  agree  in  judgment  with  my  constituents,  I  hope  I  shall  not 
be  censured. 

Congress  have  recommended  it  to  the  states  to  transmit  as  early  as  pos- 
sible, such  acts  as  they  have  passed  in  pursuance  of  resolutions  of  Congress, 
since  the  first,  I  think  it  is,  of  November  last.  I  wish  that  our  State  may 
attend  to  the  recommendation.  I  have  not  received  any  authentic  informa- 
tion of  what  hath  passed  our  Assembly  for  a  long  time,  and  what  I  have 
heretofore  received  were  such  abridgements  of  acts,  as  were  of  but  little 
use. 

The  cii'cumstances  of  my  family  are  such  as  to  necessitate  my  return 
home  immediately  after  the  election.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Assembly 
will  order  on  to  Congress  the  delegate  who  may  be  chosen,  immediately. 
By  a  private  letter  I  am  informed  that  your  Excellency  means  to  resign. 
I  am  sorry,  for  it  behooves  at  this  time,  especially,  that  soilind  patriots 
should  fill  the  several  offices  in  government.  Whether  you  continue  in  or 
go  out  of  office,  I  shall  always  entertain  a  high  regard  for  your  Excellency, 
on  account  of  that  sound,  steady  patriotism  which  you  have  discovered  and 
preserved  during  your  administration,  and  am,  with  the  greatest  respect. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble   servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S.  —  Please  excuse  interlinations  and  incorrectness  ;  I  have  not  time 
to  copy. 

William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

YoRKTOWN,  April  25th,  1778. 
Sir  :  —  Mr.  Collins  arrived  here  last   Saturday  with  emaciated  horses, 
after  having  passed  through  a  very  deep  and  difficult  road.     Your  letter  to 
the  President  of  Congress  and  the  State  accounts  are  referred  to  the  treas- 
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ury  board,  who  will  soon  report  thereon  to  Congress.  We  should  urge  this 
matter  on  ;  but  it  will  be  impossible  for  Mr.  Collins  to  proceed  with  his 
horses  without  being  recruited,  and  the  longer  he  stays  here,  the  more 
money  he  will  probably  receive. 

I  could  wish  that  the  Assembly,  in-  their  letter,  had  mentioned  what  part 
of  the  balance  it  would  have  suited  them  to  receive  in  Load  Office  certifi- 
cates. I,  however,  shall  do  what  I  think  will  be  agreeable  to  my  constitu- 
ents. The  Confederation  is  not  yet  taken  up ;  if  it  should  be  before  I 
return,  I  will  pay  a  religious  regard  to  your  instructions.  I  observe  that 
the  State  has  fitted  out  a  vessel  to  purchase  a  load  of  provision  at  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  or  North  Carolina.  If  she  had  been  dispatched  in  the 
winter,  it  would  have  been  better.  The  navigation  then  was  less  hazard- 
ous, and  provisions  much  cheaper  than  at  present.  I  wish  her  a  prosperous 
voyage  and  will  honor  the  bills  that  the  captain  of  her  may  draw  upon  me 
on-  account  of  the  State.  In  a  letter  I  wrote  to  the  Assembly  some  time 
past,  I  informed  them  that  I  had  paid  out  of  the  ten  thousand  dollars  which 
Mr.  Marchant  had  retained  of  the  two  hundred  thousand,  a  bill  of 
exchange,  drawn  by  Timothy  Coffin,  late  master  of  the  Diamond,  on  Mr. 
Marchant  and  myself,  in  favor  of  Richard  Ellis,  and  endorsed  to  Eeuben 
Hussey  or  order  ;  of  which,  as  no  notice  hath  been  taken  in  any  letter  I  have 
received  from  government,  I  am  afraid  my  letter  miscarried. 

Mr.  Collins  informs  me  that  the  delegates  which  will  be  chosen  at  the 
ensuing  election  will  not  set  out  until  some  time  in  June.  I  should  be  loth 
to  leave  Congress,  the  State  unrepresented,  but  my  health,  and  the  unhappy 
situation  of  my  family,  require  that  I  should  be  at  home  as  soon  as  possible. 
Wherefore  let  me  entreat  you  to  send  forward  two  of  the  delegates  at  least 
immediately  after  the  choice. 

This  will  be  accompanied  by  a  late  speech  of  Lord  North,  the  draught  of 
two  bills,  and  the  remarks   of  Congress  on  the  latter.     The  design  of  this 
ministerial  manoeuvre  is  obvious.     We  have  nothing  new. 
I  continue  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S.  —  Since  I  wrote  the  foregoing,  I  have  seen  a  printed  hand  bill  of 
the  two  drafts  contained  in  the  newspapers,  with  a  certificate  of  Gov.  Gen. 
Tryon,  a  copy  of  which  certificate  I  now  inclose. 

William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

YoRKTOWN,  May  3d,  1778. 
Sir  :  —  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  a 
messenger  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon  from  France,  with  dispatches 
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containing,  among  other  things,  a  copy  of  the  Treaties  of  Alliance  and  of 
Amity  and  Commerce,  entered  into  between  the  Court  of  France  and  our 
Commissioners,  which  will,  without  doubt,  be  ratified  by  Congress.  The 
former  hath  the  protection  and  support  of  the  independence  of  these  states 
for  its  basis,  and  the  latter  is  founded  on  perfect  equality  and  reciprocity. 
If  Avar  should  be  commenced  by  Great  Britain  against  France,  it  is  to  be 
made  a  common  cause.  The  independency  of  the  states  is  to  be. supported. 
If  any  particular  enterprise  should  be  undertaken,  we  are  to  join  and  act  in 
concert.  No  truce  to  be  made  without  the  consent  of  each,  unless  our 
independency  is  absolutely  acknowledged.  France  guarantees  our  inde- 
pendency and  all  we  possess  or  shall  possess  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
and  we  guarantee  to  France  her  possessions,  and  the  admission  of  other 
nations  to  equal  advantages  of  commerce. 

These  are  imperfect  minutes  of  some  of  the  principal  heads  of  the  treaties, 
as  I  took  them  last  evening  at  the  table  while  they  were  reading.  Here- 
after, when  the  treaties  shall  be  ratified,  copies  of  them  shall  be  sent  to  the 
several  states. 

The  letters  from  the  Commissioners  show  a  good  disposition  in  the  powers 
of  Europe  toward  us.  Prussia  shows  a  disposition  to  share  in  our  com- 
merce, but  will  not  open  her  ports  to  our  privateers  until  some  arrangement 
of  independency  shall  be  made.  The  embassador  of  the  Duke  of  Tuscany 
has  given  our  Commissioners  favorable  expectations  from  his  Court.  Por- 
tugal Avill  accede  to  the  family  compact.  The  House  of  Bourbon,  and  all 
the  poAi^ers  of  Europe,  will  soon  acknowledge  our  independency.  We  are 
desired  to  forget  any  animosities  we  may  formerly  have  entertained  against 
France,  and  to  cultivate  a  friendship  for  her.  These  minutes  were  made 
as  the  others  were,  and  must  of  course  be  very  imperfect  also. 

The  treaties  of  alliance,  &c.,  were  signed  the  6th  of  February,  and  dis- 
play a  spirit  of  magnanimity  and  a  soundness  of  policy  scarcely  to  be  par- 
alleled. Instead  of  pursuing  that  narrow  policy  which  regards  only  the 
present  moment  and  present  interest,  and  nobly  disdaining  to  take  advantage 
of  our  situation,  France  hath,  with  a  small  variation,  acceded  to  our  pro- 
posals, thereby  doubtless  intending  to  bind  us  to  them  by  the  indissoluble 
ties  of  affection  and  gratitude. 

It  is  reported  that  Gen.  Amhurst  and  Admiral  Keppel  are  arrived  at 
Philadelphia ;  but  by  an  ofllicer  whom  I  saw  this  morning,  and  who  came 
directly  from  camp,  it  seems  to  be  only  a  report.  Commissioners  are  daily 
expected  from  Britain  with  proposals  for  a  reconciliation.  Congress  will 
abide  by  their  independency  at  all  events,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  it 
will  be  acknowledged  this  campaign,  even  by  Britain  herself,  provided  we 
bring  into  the  field  a  respectable  army.  She  is  reduced  to  the  greatest  straits. 
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From  Germany  she  cannot  collect  recruits  for  their  stipulated  troops.  From 
her  own  island  but  few  can  be  drawn.  Iler  credit  is  sunk  in  Holland,  and 
her  stocks  are  fallen.  France  has  a  large  body  of  troops  in  Normandy  and 
Bretagne, — her  navy  in  good  preparation  and  is  determined  to  protect  her 
commerce  to  America.  She  waits  only  for  Britain  to  strike  the  first  blow. 
Rather  than  to  do  it,  it  is  my  humble  opinion  that  if  our  people  will  only 
step  forth. this  campaign,  as  I  have  said  before,  she  will  acknowledge  our 
independency  and  be  contented  with  that  part  of  our  commerce  which  it 
may  suit  us  to  give  her. 

Mr.  Collins  will  set  off  in  a  day  or  two.  He  will  take  with  him  $150,- 
000,  and  a  warrant  on  our  Loan  Office  for  the  same.  I  am  afraid  you 
will  be  disappointed,  but  it  was  not  obtained  without  difficulty.  Unless 
commissioners  shall  be  appointed  to  settle  our  accounts  before  you  make 
another  demand,  and  they  are  adjusted,  or  you  should  send  your  auditor 
with  the  vouchers  for  every  article,  and  direct  him  to  tarry  until  the  same 
shall  be  liquidated,  I  am  afraid  any  application  will  be  fruitless. 

Permit  me  to  desire  that  two  of  the  delegates,  if  they  should  not  have 
come  on  before  this  reaches  you,  may  be  sent  forward  immediately,  for  my 
health  and  the  situation  of  my  family,  oblige  me  to  quit  Yorktown. 
I  continue  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  very  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

It  has  not  seemed  necessary  to  add  notes  of  reference  or 
explanation  to  the  foregoing  correspondence.  It  was  not 
proposed  to  write  a  history  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  or  of 
the  State,  or  of  the  United  States.  To  any  one  acquainted 
with  the  general  history  of  the  State  during  this  year,  such 
notes  of  explanation  would  be  unnecessary,  the  whole  cor- 
respondence being  in  itself  notes  to  that  general  history, 
embracing  details  too  minute  for  a  general  historian,  and 
abounding  with  the  hopes  and  fears  of  actors  in  the  great 
drama  then  progressing.  Such  notes  have  been  added  when 
the  legislation  of  the  State  or  of  Congress  required,  except 
in  cases  where  the  necessary  explanation  is  to  be  found 
either  in  the  answer  to  the  letter  referring  to  it,  or  in  some 
subsequent  one  from  the  same  writer.  This  course  will  be 
pursued  in  relation  to  the  correspondence  which  took  place 
in  later  years. 
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Congress,  in  May,  1777,  was  in  session  in  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, and  there  remained  until  September  18th,  when 
the  approach  of  the  British  army  obliged  it  to  remove.  On^ 
the  14th  of  that  month,  Congress  came  to  the  resolution  that 
in  case  of  a  removal  from  Philadelphia,  it  should  be  to  Lan- 
caster. After  the  adjournment  on  the  18th,  a  letter  from 
Col.  Hamilton,  one  of  the  aids  of  Gen.  Washington,  inti- 
mated the  necessity  of  an  immediate  removal.  Upon  this 
suggestion,  the  members  left  Philadelphia  and  repaired  to 
Lancaster.  Congress  met  there  on  the  27th,  and  resolved 
upon  an  adjournment  to  York,  Penn.,  there  to  meet  on  the 
30th  of  September.  In  this  place  the  session  was  continued 
until  June  27th,  when,  in  pursuance  of  a  vote  passed  June 
24th,  an  adjournment  was  had  to  July  2d,  then  to  meet  in 
Philadelphia.  John  Hancock  resigned  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,  October  29th,  1777,  after  having  held  the 
office  two  years  and  five  months.  Henry  Laurens,  a  delegate 
from  South  Carolina,  was  elected  his  successor  November 
fii-st. 

Of  the  three  delegates  elected  in  May,  1777,  only  two, 
William  Ellery  and  Henry  Marchant,  took  their  seats  in 
Congress.  They  presented  theh  certificates  of  election  May 
31st.  ]VIr.  Ellery,  however,  was  present  before  that  time, 
having  been  elected  the  year  previous.  He  returned  to 
Rhode  Island  soon  after  May  31st,  and  resumed  his  seat 
again  November  17th,  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Marchant 
obtained  leave  of  absence. 

On  the  third  of  June,  Mr.  Marchant  was  chosen  one  of  a 
special  committee  of  three,  to  devise  ways  and  means  to 
supply  the  United  States  with  salt ;  on  the  5th,  he  was  placed 
on  the  Marine  Committee,  and  on  the  10th  he  was  chosen 
one  of  a  special  committee  of  three  to  enquire  whether  per- 
sons entrusted  with  public  money  ought  not  to  be  requked 
to  give  bonds  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  trust  con- 
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fided  to  them.  Congress  adopted  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  on  the  14th  of  the  same  month.  A  new  Committee 
on  Appeals  in  prize  causes  was  appointed  October  15th,  to 
consist  of  three  members,  one  of  whom  was  Mr.  Marchant. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  committee  appointed  Novem- 
ber 11th,  to  consider  the  applications  of  certain  French 
officers  for  compensation  for  services. 

After  Mr.  Marchant  left  Congress,  Mr.  Ellery  was  substi- 
tuted in  his  place  on  the  Marine  Committee,  and  also  on  the 
Committee  on  Appeals  in  prize  causes.  Certain  intercepted 
letters  from  Owen  Jones,  Jr.,  to  certain  persons  in  Lancaster 
were,  on  the  8th  of  December,  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three,  of  whom  INIr.  Ellery  was  one.  On  the  same  day  he 
was  appointed  on  a  committee  raised  to  take  into  considera- 
tion certain  portions  of  the  country  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  American  army,  with  a  view  to  further  the  subsistance 
of  that  army,  and  distressing  that  of  the  enemy.  The  failure 
of  the  expedition  under  Gen.  Spencer,  against  the  enemy  on 
Khode  Island,  excited  much  inquiry  at  the  time,  and  gave 
rise  to  much  dissatisfaction.  Congress  raised  a  committee  of 
inquiry  on  the  subject,  placed  Mr.  Marchant  upon  it,  and 
directed  them  to  meet  at  Providence.  On  the  same  day  Mr. 
Ellery  was  appointed  one  of  a  committee  of  three,  to  inquire 
whether  pay  and  rations  should  be  supplied  to  officers  who 
had  been  taken  prisoners  and  released  on  parole.  On  the 
21st  of  December  he  with  two  others  were,  added  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.  On  the  15th  a  committee  of  five 
was  appointed  to  make  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  Gen.  Spen- 
cer's expedition  to  Rhode  Island,  one  of  whom  was  Mr. 
Ellery.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  correspondence 
before  given  between  the  executive  and  delegates  of  this 
State,  that  some  of  the  members  of  Congress  were  iiiclined 
to  make  this  State  the  origin  of  that  expedition,  and  so  sub- 
ject to  pay  the  expenses  of  it.     Congress,  however,  assumed 
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the  expenses.  On  the  26th  day  of  December,  Corgress 
added  three  .members  to  the  committee  before  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  that  led  to  the  evacuation  of  Ticon- 
deroga  and  Mount  Independence,  of  whom  Mr.  Ellery  was 
one.  The  pressing  wants  of  the  army  were  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three,  of  whom  ]SIi\  Ellery  was  one,  on  the  23d 
of  January,  1778.  He  was  also  one  of  a  committee  of  three 
to  whom  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  was 
referred.  On  the  4th  of  February  ^hat  part  of  a  report  of 
the  board  of  w^ar  empowering  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance 
to  contract  for  casting  brass  cannon,  was  referred  to  a, com- 
mittee of  four  on  the  17th  ;  a  letter  from  Gen.  Washington, 
with  sundry  letters  that  had  passed  between  him  and  Gen. 
Howe,  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ;  on  the  16th,  a 
letter  from  the  committee  of  Congress  at  camp,  so  far  as  it 
related  to  the  prisoners  at  Boston,  part  of  Burgoyne's  army, 
was  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  confer  also  with  the 
board  of  war ;  on  the  28th  a  report  of  the  boad  of  war  was 
referred  to  a  committee  of  four  ;  on  the  6th  of  March,  so 
much  of  Gen.  Washington's  letter  of  the  27tli  of  February 
as  related  to  the  court  marshal  on  the  officers  in  the  Northern 
Department,  and  on  the  19th  two  letters  from  Gen.  Lafayette 
were  referred  to  committees.  IVIr.  Ellery  was  on  each  of 
these  committees. 

Eeports  on  most  of  these  subjects  are  referred  to  in  the 
Journals  of  Congress,  but  in  most  cases  the  Journals  contain 
little  more  than  a  mere  notice  of  the  commitment,  and  the 
reports  and  resolutions  of  Congress  that  followed.  No  refer- 
ence to  the  debates  which  ensue  are  there  to  be  found,  nor  in 
many  cases  any  record  of  the  votes  of  the  members.;  nor  can 
these  deficiencies  be  supplied  by  referen'ce  to  the  newspapers 
of  the  day,  or  from  any  other  available  source.  The  above 
items  have  been  selected  to  show  that  the  delegate  of  this 
State,  whoever  he  was,  had  to  share  the  burdens  and  labors 
as  well  as  the  honors  resulting  from  his  station. 
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Stephen  Hopkins,  William  Ellery,  Henry  Marchant  and  John  Collins 
elected  Delegates  at  the  General  Election  in  May — Commissions — Gov- 
ernor Cooke  and  Deputy  Governor  Bradford  decline  a  reelection — 
Succeeded  by  William  Greene  and  Jabez  Bowen — Resolutions  of  the 
General  Assembly — Attendance  of  the  Delegates  on  Congress — General 
Sullivan's  attempt  to  dislodge  the  British  from  the  island  of  Rhode 
Island — Count  D'Estaing — Capture  of  the  Pigot  by  Major  Talbot — Cor- 
respondence between  the  Executive  and  the  Delegates — Summary  of  the 
Acts  of  Congress — Review  of  the  labors  and  honors  of  the  Delegates 
from  Rhode  Island. 

At  the  general  election  in  May,  Stephen  Hopkins,  William 
Ellery,  Henry  Marchant  and  John  Collins  were  elected  dele- 
gates to  Congress.     Their  commissions  were  as  follows  : — 

Whereas  the  following  form  of  a  commission  to  be  issued  to  the  delegates 
appointed  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  was  laid  before  this  Assemby, 
viz.  : — 

By  his  Excellency  William  Greene,  Esq.,  Governor,  Captain  General, 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  and  over  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations, 

To ,  Esquire,  Greeting  : 

Whereas,  By  the  free  vote  of  the  freemen  of  said  State,  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  May  inst.,  you  the  said  was  elected  a  dele- 
gate to  represent  the  said  State  for  one  year  in  the  General  Congress  of 
delegates  from  the  thirteen  United  States  of  America,  now  sitting  at 
Yorktown,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  or  wherever  the  same  may  set,  I 
do,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  said  State, 

authorize,  empower  and  commissionate  you,  the  said  ,  in 

12 
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conjunction  with  the  other  delegates  that  are  oi  may  be  elected  delegates  of 
the  said  State,  or  separate  and  alone,  in  case  of  the  sickness  or  necessary 
absence  of  the  other  delegates  of  the  said  State  in  the  said  General  Con- 
gress, and  in  behalf  thereof  to  join  with  the  delegates  from  the  other  states 
or  major  part  of  them,  in  all  such  measures  as  shall  be  thought  best  for 
defending  and  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  said  United  States,  agreeably 
to  the  iustructions  given,  or  to  be  given  you,  by  the  General  Assembly. 
This  commission,  so  far  as  it  empowers  you  to  act  separately  and  alone,  is 
to  continue  good  in  that  respect,  unless  it  shall  be  provided  by  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  that  no  state  shall  be  represented  by  less  than  two  dele- 
gates, in  which  case,  any  two  of  the  said  delegates,  if  no  more  than  three 
are  present,  or  otherwise  the  major  part  of  those  present,  are  empowered  to 
execute  this  commission,  which  is  also  to  be  understood  to  continue  in  force 
until  you  are  superseded  and  another  delegate  shall  appear  to  take  your 
place. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  said  State,  at  Providence,  this 

day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 

and  seveuty-eight. 

By  his  Excellency's  command, ,  Governor. 

,  Secretary. 

Which  being  duly  considered,  It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the 
aforesaid  draft  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  approved,  and  that  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  be  requested  to  issue  a  commission  under  the  public 
seal  of  the  State,  to  each  of  the  delegates  appointed  to  represent  this  State 
in  the  most  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  thirteen  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, agreeably  to  the  aforementioned  form,  and  that  the  same  be  counter- 
signed by  the  Secretary. 

At  this  election,  Gov.  Cooke  and  Deputy  Governor  AVil- 
liam  Bradford  declined  a  reelection,  and  were  succeeded  by 
William  Greene,  of  Warwick,  as  Governor,  and  Jabez 
Bowen,  as  Deputy  Governor.  Gov.  Cooke  had  held  his 
office  from  October,  1776,  after  the  office  had  been  declared 
vacant  on  account  of  the  tory  opinions  and  conduct  of  Gov. 
Wanton.  Deputy  Gov.  Bradford  received  his  first  appoint- 
ment at  the  same  time.  On  leaving  their  offices  in  May, 
1778,  the  Assembly  passed  the  following  resolution  : — 
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His  Excellency  Nicholas  Cooke,  Esq.,  late  Governor,  and  his  Honor 
William  Bradford,  Esq.,  late  Deputy  Governor  of  this  State,  having  entered 
upon  their  said  offices  at  a  time  of  great  public  danger,  difficulty  and  dis- 
tress, and  discharged  the  duties  of  their  stations  with  patriotic  zeal,  firmness 
and  intrepidity, 

It  is  Voted  and  Eesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Assembly  be  given 
them,  in  behalf  of  this  State,  for  their  aforesaid  services,  and  that  the  Sec- 
retary deliver  a  copy  hereof  to  each  of  them. 

A  compliment  that  was  well  deserved. 

At  the  time  of  the  election  in  May,  1778,  Mr.  Ellery  was 
present  in  Congress.  On  the  8th  of  June,  Mr.  Marchaut  took 
his  seat  and  produced  the  credentials  of  all  the  delegates. 
Mr.  Ellery  obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  9th  of  July,  but 
remained  until  the  ^Sd.  He  did  not  again  resume  his  seat 
until  the  11th  of  November.  From  the  last  date,  to  the 
close  of  his  term,  he  was  in  attendance  on  Congress.  Mr. 
Marchant  had  leave  of  absence  November  loth,  and  did 
not  return  during  his  term  of  office.  Mr.  Collins  took  his 
seat  in  Congress  on  the  20th  of  June,  and  remained  until 
July  29th,  when  he  obtained  leave  of  absence  and  did  not 
return  until  November  3d,  after  which  he  remained  in  Con- 
gress till  the  close  of  his  term. 

The  British  army  took  possession  of  the  island  of  Rhode 
Island  in  December,  1776,  and  held  it  until  October  25th, 
1779.  Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  dislodge  them,  in  1777.  Another  attempt  was 
made  under  Gen.  Sullivan,  in  August,  1778,  which  was  also 
unsuccessful.  The  failure  of  this  expedition  was,  at  the  time, 
attributed  to  the  sailing  of  the  French  fleet  from  before 
Newport  to  Boston.  Gen.  Lafayette  went  from  the  head- 
quarters of  Gen.  Sullivan  to  Boston,  to  induce  Count  D'Es- 
taing  to  return  with  his  fleet.  He  did  not  succeed  in  his 
effort.  Gen.  Sullivan  withdrew  from  the  island  after  a 
severe  battle,  "  the  best  fought  of  the  war,"  according  to  a 
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remark  of  Gcu.  Lafayette,  The  departure  of  the  French 
fleet  was  the  subject  of  deep  feeling  at  the  time,  but  it  was 
generally  thought  "  politic  to  be  delicate  upon  that  point." 
Congress,  upon  a  letter  from  Count  D'Estaing,  resolved, 
"  That  his  Excellency  Count  D'Estains:  hath  behaved  as  a 
brave  and  wise  officer,  and  that  his  Excellency  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  his  command,  have  rendered  every  ben- 
efit to  these  states,  which  the  circumstances  and  nature  of 
the  ser^•ice  would  admit  of,  and  are  fully  entitled  to  the 
regards  of  the  friends  of  America.*' 

Resolved,  That  the  President  transmit  the  foregoing  resolutioa  to  his 
Excellency,  the  Count  D'Estaing,  and  inform  him  that  Congress  entertains 
the  highest  sense  of  his  zeal  and  attachment,  manifested  in  repeated 
instances,  and  particularly  in  his  spirited  oiler  to  lead  the  troops  under  his 
command  from  Boston  and  to  cooperate  against  Eliode  Island." 

Possibly,  policy  had  a  hand  in  drafting  these  resolutions. 
Justice  drafted  the  following,  which  were  passed  September 
9th,  1778:— 

Eesolvep.  That  the  retreat  made  by  Major  General  Sullivan,  with  the 
troops  under  his  command,  from  Ehode  Island,  was  prudent,  timely  and 
well  conducted,  and  that  Congress  highly  approve  of  the  same. 

Resolved.  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  Major  General  Sul- 
livau.  and  to  the  officers  and  troops  under  his  command,  for  their  fortitude 
and  bravery  displayed  in  the  action  of  August  29th,  in  which  they  repulsed 
the  British  forces  and  maintained  the  lield. 

Eesolved,  That  Congress  have  a  high  sense  of  the  patriotic  exertions 
made  by  the  four  Eastern  states,  on  the  late  expedition  against  Ehode 
Island. 

On  the  same  day  a  motion  was  made  to  institute  an  inquii-y 
into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  this  expedition,  which  was 
set  aside  and  not  acted  on. 

The  capture  of  the  galley  Pigot,  which  had  been  stationed 
by  the  British  in  the  passage  east  of  the  island  of  Ehode 
Island,  by  ••  Major"  Talbot,  captain  of  the  sloop  Hawk,  was 
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made  the  subject  of  legislative  action  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly and  also  by  Congress.  The  Pigot  carried  eight  12- 
pounders  and  forty-five  men.  "  The  Hawk  "  had  fifty  men, 
who  boarded  the  Pigot  and  captured  her  without  the  loss  of 
a  man.  The  commander  of  the  Pigot  expressed  much  cha- 
grin and  mortification  that  he  was  taken  by  an  "  egg-shell," 
as  he  termed  the  Hawk.  "  though  she  was  commanded  by  a 
Major."  At  October  session,  the  General  Assembly  passed 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  Major  Talbot  and  his  associates.  '•  for  the* 
signal  service  done  their  country  in  capturing "  the  Pigot, 
and  in  December  voted  a  silver-hilted  sword  to  Major  Talbot, 
and  a  similar  one  to  Lieutenant  William  Helme,  as  testimo- 
nials of  regard  for  their  gallantry  in  this  encounter.  Con- 
gress, November  14:th,  "  as  a  reward  of  his  merit,  and  for 
the  encouragement  of  a  spirit  of  enterprise,"  presented  Major 
Talbot  with  the  commission  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States. 

William  Ellert  to  Gov.  Greexe. 

YoRKTOWx,  May  30th,  1778. 

Sir  :  —  From  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and  sundry  intelligence 
received,  there  are  strong  reasons  to  believe  that  they  intend  to  quit  their 
present  quarters  at  Philadelphia,  and,  from  concurring  circumstances,  it  is 
apprehended  they  mean  to  rendezvous  at  some  post  or  place  eastward  of 
Hudson  river.  If  the  fleet  should  be  bound  to  the  "West  Indies,  they  may 
rendezvous  in  our  commodious  bay,  in  which  case,  unless  our  shores  should 
be  well  guarded,  the  troops  may  make  incursions  into  the  country,  and  lay 
it  waste. 

Gen.  Sullivan  will,  without  doubt,  collect  the  forces  under  his  command, 
and  post  them  in  such  places  as  he  judges  will  best  recure  the  country  and 
prevent  surprise.  Inclosed  are  the  last  Lancaster  and  York  papers,  which 
will  give  you  all  the  news  we  have.  A  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress 
hath  announced  your  election  to  the  place  of  Governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  on  which  occasion  your  Excellency  will 
permit  me  to  salute  you.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  see  our  late  worthy 
Governor  succeeded  by  a  gentleman  so  eminently  distinguished  for  his  pat- 
riotic firmness,  and  steady  regard  for  the  rights  of  mankind. 
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Heartily  wishing  that  your  Excellency  may  enjoy  health  and  spirits,  to 
enable  you  to  discharge  the  arduous  duties  of  your  ofRce  agreeably  to  your 
own  wishes  and  the  expectations  of  the  public, 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Henry  March  ant. 

Warwick,  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.^  ) 
June  2d,  1778.        '  ) 

Dear  Sir  :  — Before  this  reaches  you,  it  is  very  probable  you  will  have 
heard  that  a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  on  the  night  of  the  24th  of  last  month, 
landed  at  Warren  towards  break  of  day,  and  from  thence  marched  to  a 
place  called  Kickemuit,  where  lay  our  flat  bottomed  boats^  and  burned  about 
seventy  or  eighty.  They  then  proceeded  back  to  Warren  and  burnt  the 
meeting  house,  parsonage  house,  Caleb  Child's  house,  as  also  the  magazine, 
in  which  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  powder,  and  partly  burnt  one  of 
our  galleys,  and  a  new  privateer  that  lay  in  the  harbor.  They  then 
proceeded  to  Bristol,  where  it  is  said  they  burnt  twenty  dwelling 
houses  and  a  considerable  number  of  other  buildings  ;  and  then  embarked 
on  board  their  boats,  carrying  with  them  about  sixty  prisoners,  among 
whom  was  Sylvester  Child  and  Parson  Thompson,  of  Warren.  On  the  31st 
following,  being  perhaps  flushed  with  their  former  success,  they  again 
landed  at  Fall  River,  with  a  body  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  burnt 
one  house  and  a  mill,  and  were  proceeding  no  doubt  to  burn  the  remainder 
of  the  mills,  as  there  are  two  corn  mills,  two  saw  mills,  and  a  fulling  mill 
upon  the  same  stream,  near  to  where  they  burned  the  other ;  but  as  there 
was  a  bridge  to  pass  to  the  other  mills,  which  our  people  took  up,  and 
then  placed  themselves  behind  a  wall  and  began  to  fire  upon  them,  they 
retreated  with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed,  and  one  mortally  wounded,  Avho 
I  hear  is  since  dead. 

These  alarms  have  greatly  distressed  this  State,  more  especially  as  our 
sister  states  have  neglected  finding  us  any  troops,  for  a  very  considerable 
time  past,  and  as,  by  the  means  of  our  shores  being  so  very  naked,  the  enemy 
embrace  the  opportunity  of  discovering  their  savage  intentions,  wherever 
any  opportunity  offers.  In  consequence  of  the  foregoing,  our  Assembly  has 
been  convened,  and  they  have  enacted,  that  our  State  battalion  shall  be 
filled  up  to  the  number  agreed  on  by  the  convention  at  Springfield,  by  the 
tenth  of  this  instant ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  have  ordered  out  a  considerable 
part  of  our  militia  to  do  duty  on  the  shore      As  we  go  on,  I  see  nothing  but 
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that  there  is  the  greatest  appearance  of  this  State's  being  entirely  laid  waste. 
On  the  one  hand,  as  we  are  almost  entirely  neglected  by  our  sister  states, 
by  having  our  country  destroyed  by  the  enemy  ;  and,  on  the  other,  by  keep- 
ing the  most  considerable  part  of  our  militia  on  duty,  (for  we  have  but 
about  nine  hundred,  including  officers,  now  on  duty,)  we  shall  be  prevented 
from  raising  the  necessaries  of  life.  They  have  also  enacted  that  the  bills 
emitted  by  this  State  shall,  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  cease  to  pass  as 
a  currency,  and  that  the  certificates,  which  we  have  received  in  consequence 
of  a  warrant  from  Congress  on  the  Loan  Office,  are  to  redeem  £45,000 
of  them,  and  the  remainder,  which  amount  to  about  £60,000  more,  the 
treasurer  is  to  issue  his  notes  in  lieu  of,  payable  on  three  years  at  six  per  cent, 
per  annum.  The  latter  sum,  including  the  £90,000  which  our  treasurer  has 
heretofore  issued  his  notes  for  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war, 
in  consequence  of  money  expended  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  amounts  to 
about  the  same  sum,  or  nearly  that,  including  what  we  have  been  obliged  to 
furnish  the  Deputy  Clothier  General  with,  as  he  has  not  been  able  to  collect 
any  from  any  other  quarter,  besides  many  other  necessary  expenses,  which 
have  accrued  since  forwarding  our  account  by  Mr.  Collins  to  Congress,  and 
which  was  then  due  from  the  United  States  to  us.  Now  considering  that  to  be 
the  case,  you  will  naturally  discover  what  an  amazing  debt  our  little  dis- 
tressed State  is  now  paying  the  interest  of,  when,  in  fact,  if  we  could  have 
a  proper  adjustment  of  our  accounts,  nearly  the  whole  amount  would  in 
justice  belong  to  the  United  States  to  pay.  If  we  are  obliged  to  continue 
in  the  way  I  have  pointed  out,  exclusive  of  paying  our  pi-oportion  of 
the  Continental  debt,  and  be  obliged  to  defend  that  part  of  the  State  which 
is  much  damaged,  and  which  is  not  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  against 
a  body  of  near  4000  of  them,  I  think,  I  dare  to  prophesy  that  it  is  very  prob- 
able that  this  State  will  be  out  of  the  hands  of  the  present  possessors  in  a 
very  little  time. 

The  disappointment  we  met  with  at  the  return  of  Mr.  Collins  by  his  not 
bringing  the  amount  of  our  account  against  the  United  States,  has  induced 
me  to  write  the  above,  as  Mr.  Ellery  mentioned  in  his  letter  by  Mr.  Collins, 
that  it  was  with  much  difficuliy  that  he  obtained  what  he  did,  and  that 
unless  we  shall  hereafter  send  forward  some  proper  person  to  Congress 
with  our  vouchers,  he  thought  it  would  be  fruitless  to  apply  for  any  further 
sum.  Now,  unless  the  accounts  of  the  United  States  in  general  can  be 
properly  adjusted,  I  confess  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  which  way  Con- 
gress can  know  by  inquiring  into  our  accounts  singly,  what  our  proportion 
of  the  debt  is  ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  want  to  know  whether  the 
vouchers  we  have  will  properly  sustain  the  charges  contained  in  our 
account,  I  think  it  may  be  prudent  for  you  to  apply  to  Congress  to  know 
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their  sentiments,  when  there  may  likely  be  a  proper  time  for  us  to  send 
forwaril  some  person  with  our  vouchers,  in  order  that  Ave  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  giving  them  the  best  satisfaction  in  our  power.  The  resolve 
of  Congress  respecting  the  commander  of  armed  vessels  strictly  adhering  to 
instructions  of  Congress,  Avas  published  in  the  Providence  Gazette,  of  the 
30th  of  May,  as  also  the  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
which  please,  after  making  my  compliments  to  the  President,  to  acquaint 
him  with.  As  I  am  not  as  yet  informed  of  your  setting  out  for  Congress, 
of  course  I  have  not  heard  from  your  family  lately,  but  conclude  they  are 
well. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greeke 

YoRKTOAVN,  Penx.,  June  8th,  1778. 
Sir  :  —  Mr.  Marchant  arrived  at  this  town  the  sixth  instant.  The  situ- 
ation of  Mr.  EUery's  family  necessitates  his  return  in  a  few  days.  Confed- 
eration, it  is  expected,  will  be  taken  up  soon  ;  and  if  Congress  should 
determine  that,  immediately  upon  the  completion  of  that  business,  no  state 
can  be  represented  without  two  members,  the  State  we  have  the  honor  to 
represent  may  not  have  that  share  in  the  common  councils  of  the  states 
which  our  interest  and  circumstances  require.  Solicitous  this  may  not  be 
the  case,  we  hope  one  of  our  colleagues  will  soon  give  his  attendance. 

"We  lament  the  waste  and  destruction  made  upon  our  State,  by  that  more 
than  savage  barbarity  peculiar  to  Britons.  But  we  are  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  that  cruel  desertion  of  our  sister  states  Avhich  has  thus  laid  our 
State  bare  to  the  insults  and  ravages  of  our  enemies.  This  is  a  subject  we 
feel  most  pungently,  and  shall  not  fail  to  endeavor  to  excite  in  Congress  a 
common  feeling  with  us,  that,  if  possible,  some  steps  may  be  taken  for  our 
relief. 

It  is  expected  the  enemy  will  very  soon  leave  Philadelphia,  but  for  what 
quarter  is  uncertain.  We  hope  the  New  England  states  will  hold  them- 
selves in  watchful  readiness.  The  enemy  ought  to  be  expected  in  every 
quarter  that,  so  let  them  come  wherever  they  will,  they  may  meet  Avith  a 
proper  reception. 

A  large  ship  from  France,  with  upwards  of  fifty  guns  is  arri\ed  to  the 
Southward,  Avith  large  supplies  for  our  army.  We  enclose  to  your  Excel- 
lency, the  last  York  papers,  and  are. 

Most  respectfully  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
HENRY  MARCHANT.    - 
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Council  of  War  to  Messrs.  Marchakt  and  Collins. 

State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  in  Council  of  War,  ) 
Providence,  June  10th,  1778.      ) 

Gentlemen  :  —  In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Congress,  and  by  virtue 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mease,  the  Clothier  General,  the  Assembly  in  Decem- 
ber last  appointed  John  Reynolds,  Esq.,  Agent  Clothier  for  this  State.  As 
an  immediate  provision  was  necessary,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  supplied  with  a 
large  sum  of  money  out  of  the  general  treasury.  The  Governor  gave  the 
earliest  infoi'mation  to  Mr.  Mease  of  the  appointment.  Mr.  Reynolds  did 
the  same,  and  hath  frequently  written  to  him  since  for  money  and  orders. 
But  having  no  return  of  either,  we  have  been  obliged,  as  the  necessities  of 
the  service  required,  to  advance  further  sums  from  time  to  time  to  that 
department,  until  our  account  amounts  to  £46,946. 

The  officers  of  the  two  Continental  battalions  raised  by  this  State,  in 
consequence  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  November  last,  made 
applications  to  Mr.  Reynolds  for  clothing.  He,  having  no  directions  from 
his  superiors,  laid  the  affair  before  the  Council  of  War,  and  requested  their 
advice.  Upon  a  conference,  the  necessities  of  the  officers,  and  the  generous 
intentions  of  Congi'ess  in  the  aforementioned  resolve,  being  considered,  Mr. 
Reynolds  concluded  to  supply  them,  and  to  receive  from  them,  until  further 
orders,  four  shillings  lawful  money  for  what  cost  one  shilling  sterling,  which 
was  thought  to  be  in  just  proportion  to  the  wages  of  the  officers.  The 
Assembly  having,  agreeable  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Convention  of 
Springfield,  and  the  subsequent  approbation  of  Congress,  ordered  a  brigade 
to  be  raised  for  twelve  months  from  the  16th  of  March  last,  and  assigned 
the  officers  the  same  pay  as  those  on  the  Continental  service  receive,  which 
everybody  knows  is  quite  inadequate,  did  on  the  31st  of  last  month  pass  an 
order,  that  the  Agent  Clothier  should  supply  them  with  clothing,  and  at 
such  prices  as  are  specified  in  the  said  resolve  of  Congress,  upon  their  pro- 
ducing a  certificate  from  Gen.  Sullivan  of  the  proportion  to  be  furnished 
them  respectively,  agreeable  to  the  said  resolve. 

Upon  the  application  of  Gen.  Sullivan,  the  Assembly  passed  an  order 
that  all  Continental  officers  doing  duty  in  the  State,  although  not  belonging 
to  the  two  Continental  battalions,  should  be  supplied  in  like  manner. 

Since  the  several  transactions,  Mr.  MeasVs  letter,  of  which  we  enclose 
you  a  copy,  came  to  hand.  You  will  perceive  by  it  that  we  are  in  danger 
of  suffering  very  considerably  and  are  thrown  into  the  greatest  difficulties. 
We  request  you  to  lay  this  matter  before  Congress,  and  to  procure  an 
approbation  of  our  conduct  as  soon  as  possible. 
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The  success  with  which  some  of  our  small  cruisers  have  met  with  in  the 
Sound,  hath  encouraged  so  many  peojile  to  fit  out  armed  boats,  that  the 
Secretary's  oifice  hath  been  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  exhausted  of  com- 
missions. We  must  desire  you  to  procure  and  send  forward  a  supply 
immediately. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  CODDINGTON,  Clerk. 
Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Council. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Mease,  referred  to  as  enclosed  in  the 
foregoing,  is  not  on  file. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Messrs.  Marchant  and  Collins. 

Providence,  June  13th,  1778. 

Gentlemen  :  —  By  advice  of  the  Council  of  Wai ,  I  have  this  day 
addressed  a  letter  to  Congress  upon  the  state  of  this  Government. 

The  convention  at  Springfield,  and  the  subsequent  approbation  of  Con- 
gress, have  been  so  little  attended  to,  that  we  have  not  a  single  man  in  the 
State  from  Massachusetts  or  Connecticut ;  and  but  about  120  or  130  from 
Ne\v  Hampshire.  It  is  true  that  the  first  mentioned  state  hath  about  140 
men  at  this  post ;  but  they  are  stationed  in  Swansey,  together  with  a  detach- 
ment of  our  artillery.  So  that  instead  of  Massachusetts  affording  us  assist- 
ance, we  actually  furnish  men  to  defend  the  shore  of  that  great  state. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  copy  of  Gov.  Trumbull's  letter,  which  we  inclose 
to  the  President  of  Congress,  that  they  have  determined  to  send  us  no  fur 
ther  assistance  than  is  promised  in  that  letter.  We  have  this  day  appointed 
his  Honor  the  Deputy  Governor  and  the  Hon.  William  Bradford,  Esq.,  to 
proceed  to  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  to  solicit  their  respective 
quotas,  and  also  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  Connecticut ;  and  request  you 
to  exert  yourself  in  procuring  the  warmest  recommendation  of  Congress  of 
the  measure,  and  forward  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  have  certain  intelligence  of  the  arrival  at  Newport  of  Gen.  Brown, 
with  the  first  battalion  of  his  brigade,  on  Wednesday  last. 

Gen.  Sullivan's  express,  by  whom  you  will  receive  this,  w^aits,  which 
prevents  me  from  adding  anything  more  than  that 

I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 


k 
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Gov.  Greene  to  Congress. 

Providence,  June  13th,  1778. 

From  the  extreme  weak  and  defenceless  condition  of  this  State,  the 
enemy  have  been  enabled  to  burn  the  town  of  Bristol  and  part  of  Warren, 
captured  a  number  of  the  inhabitants,  and  still  are  meditating  further 
ravages.  We  have  repeatedly  wrote,  in  the  most  pressing  terms,  to  the 
states  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  New  Hampshire,  and  Connecticut,  to  send  us 
that  aid  and  assistance  which  was  agreed  to  be  complied  with.  From  the 
two  former  we  have  received  no  satisfactory  answers,  and  from  the  latter  the 
enclosed  letter  from  Gov.  Trumbull,  which  sufficiently  evinces  that  no  suc- 
cors can  be  expected  there. 

As  neither  of  our  sister  states  has  furnished  its  quota  of  troops  for 
our  defence,  it  has  distressed  us  beyond  measure,  and  occasioned  many  of 
our  sensible  men, to  leave  the  State. 

The  General  Assembly,  at  their  second  session  in  May,  ordered  that  839 
men  shoidd  be  proportioned  to  the  several  towns,  to  be  raised  by  the  10th 
of  this  current  June,  in  order  to  complete  our  full  quota  of  1500  men.  We 
have  had  returns  from  most  of  the  towns,  and  find  that  the  gj-eatest  part  of 
them  have  raised  their  complement. 

We  must  request  the  serious  attention  of  Congress  to  the  real  unhappy, 
distressed  and  defenceless  condition  of  this  State,  and  that  some  mode  of 
defence  may  be  adopted  that  can  be  relied  upon,  as  we  cannot  longer  depend 
upon  receiving  any  aid  agreeable  to  the  convention  of  Springfield.  The 
enemy  have  received  a  reinforcement  at  Newport,  Gen.  Brown  arrived 
there  on  Tuesday  last,  with  one  battalion  of  his  Brigade. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  enclosed  letter  from 
Connecticut : — - 

Hartford,  June  5th,  1778. 
.  Sir  :  —  Your  letter  of  the  26th  ult.  has  been  duly  received,  as  also  Major 
General  Sullivan's,  and  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  in  their  present 
session,  and,  on  their  serious  and  mature  consideration,  I  am  to  inform 
yovir  Excellency,  that  the  Assembly,  although  they  are  sensible  of  your  need 
of  further  aid  and  feel  for  your  distresses,  yet  apprehend  it  is  not  in  their 
power,  consistent  with  our  own  immediate  safety,  and  many  other  atten- 
tions to  and  engagments  in  the  common  cause,  to  afford  you  at  present  the 
assistance  they  would  cheerfully  do,  would  our  circumstances  and  ability 
permit. 

The  stipulation  in  this  behalf,  at  Springfield  the  last  year,  was  then  as 
near  as  possible,  performed  on  our  part ;   but  future  events  could  not  have 
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been  foreseen,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  it  could  not  be  understood 
to  be  perpetually  binding  ;  but  with  or  without  the  obligations  of  any  previ- 
ous contract,  we  shall  be  equally  willing  to  afford  any  of  our  sister  states, 
on  all  occasions,  every  assistance  in  our  power. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,     . 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JONATHAN  TRUMBULL. 

Messrs.  Ellery,  Marchant  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

YoRKTOWN,  June  20th,  1778. 
Sir  :  —  Mr.  Collins  received  the  day  before  yesterday,  and  brought  for- 
ward instructions  from  the  Council  of  War.  By  the  last  letter  from  Mr. 
Ellery  and  Mr.  Marchant,  you  perceive  that  they  were  not  unmindful  of, 
and  had  not  delayed  to  impress  upon  Congress,  the  critical  situation  of  our 
State,  and  the  late  ravages  there  committed.  There  needs  no  information 
or  complaint  against  the  Clothier  General.  We  shall,  as  soon  as  we  have 
the  least  prospect  of  success,  urge  a  further  supply  of  moneys  to  our  State, 
but  it  cannot  immediately  be  done.  We  shall  also  press  the  necessity  of 
some  armed  vessels  for  our  bay  ;  but  we  are  rather  fearful  of  not  succeeding 
in  such  an  application.  A  letter  from  Gen.  Sullivan,  pointing  out  the 
utility,  would  however  strengthen  our  efforts. 

The  enemy  evacuated  Philadelphia  last  Thursday  morning.  Three 
thousand  of  their  troops  were  on  boai'd  ship,  hauling  down  the  river  ;  the 
rest  were  in  the  Jerseys,  nearly  opposite  the  city.  Their  destination  uncer- 
tain. Our  whole  army  were  immediately  on  the  march.  Gen.  Maxwell, 
with  about  2000  men,  had  previously  been  ordered  into  the  Jerseys  ;  Gen. 
Arnold  Avas  ordered,  Avith  a  small  detachment,  to  take  the  command  of  the 
city.  Congress  have  given  their  ansAver  to  the  British  Commissioners. 
The  inclosed  newspaper,  of  this  day,  will  give  your  Excellency  the  whole 
proceedings  Avhich,  on  our  part,  Ave  doubt  not,  Avill  be  satisfactory  to  every* 
American  Whig.  Confederation  was  this  day  taken  up  by  Congress,  and 
we  are  in  hopes  of  soon  seeing  it  completed  ;  for  this  is  the  grand  corner 
stone. 

We  are,  with  great  respect  to  the  Honorable 

The  General  Assembly,  their  and  your  Excellency's 
Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
HENRY  MARCHANT. 
JOHN  COLLINS. 
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Messrs.  Ellery  and  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

YoRKTOAYN,  June  27th,  1778. 

Sir:  —  Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  came  to  hand,  as 
also  one  other  of  the  11th  instant,  from  the  Council  of  War.  Your  Excel- 
lency's letter  addressed  to  Congress  was  also  received.  We  observe  a 
mistake  made  by  the  Council.  In  their  instructions  to  us  of  the  4th  of 
June,  they  say  the  State  had  advanced  to  the  Deputy  Clothier,  £70,000. 
In  their  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  they  say  they  have  advanced  to  that  depart- 
ment until  their  accounts  amount  to  £46,946.  Such  material  mistakes  are 
liable  to  lead  us  into  errors  and  inconsistences  with  Congress.  In  the  last 
letter  from  the  Council  of  War,  they  mention  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mease,  which 
they  say  tliey  enclose,  but  it  was  omitted.  However,  we  have,  from  our 
first  knowledge  of  the  late  attempts  of  the  enemy  upon  our  State,  reflected 
upon  the  subject  with  seriousness,  and  pressed  for  relief  of  any  kind  ;  and 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  letters  from  your  Excellency  anel  the  Council  of 
War,  we  have  again  applied  with  ardor  and  unremitted  zeal,  and  have 
obtained  warrants  for  250,000  dollars,  which  the  President  will  enclose  to 
the  State  ;  also  orders  for  supplying  the  military  chest  there  with  300,000 
dollars ;  also  an  order  for  2000  stand  of  arms,  which  order  wiU  be  for- 
warded by  the  Board  of  War  to  Gen.  Sullivan  ;  also  a  resolution  for  build- 
ing three  galleys  on  certain  conditions  ;  also  an  order  to  Gen.  Washington 
to  send  the  Rhode  Island  battalion,  now  in  camp,  to  our  State,  if  it  can  be 
done  consistently  with  the  general  interest.  We  place  no  great  expectations 
from  that  resolution,  unless  the  campaign  should  soon  end  successfully  on 
our  part  in  the  Jerseys,  and  which,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  we  have  great 
hopes  of.  The  papers  and  Capt.  Talbot  will  inform  you  of  the  state  of 
affairs  there.  We  hope,  if  at  length  our  sister  states  come  forward,  that 
our  long  distressed  State  will,  in  consequence  of  these  resolutions,  be  again 
put  upon  ground  that  shall  enable  her  to  make  a  powerful  and  successful 
opposition  to  the  attacks  of  our  enemies,  and  that  by  making  the  wisest 
application  of  the  moneys,  and  holding  our  hands  with  resolution  from 
Continental  advances  in  future,  unless  by  immediate  and  express  request  of 
Congress,  that  our  State  finances  may  get  into  a  better  situation,  and  in  a 
regular  course  of  reduction. 

The  matter  respecting  clothing  advanced  to  our  officers  at  four  shillings 
stei'ling  for  one  shilling,  is  laid  before  a  committee.  We  shall  give  you  the 
earliest  intelligence  of  the  result.  We  are  in  hopes  the  State  and  the  Deputy 
Clothier  will  be  justified,  although  it  is  said  the  advance  was  not  quite 
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large  enough.     The  propriety  of  the  advances  to  officers  of  State  battalions 

are  also  doubted.    We  shall  carefully  attend  to  it,  and  are,  rcost  respectfully, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedieut,  luimble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

HENRY  MARCHANT.       . 

P.  S.  —  Mr.  Collins  has  gone  to  Philadelphia.  Congress  this  day  will 
adjourn  there. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  July  11th,  1778. 
Sir: — Glorious  news.  I  have  but  a  few  moments  before  the  express 
goes  off',  to  inform  you  that  a  French  fleet  is  arrived  on  this  coast,  com- 
manded by  Count  D'Estaing ;  one  ship  of  90  guns,  four  ships  of  80,  and 
two  of  74,  and  five  of  64,  and  four  frigates.  Congress  this  day  received  a 
letter  from  the  Admiral,  dated  Delaware  Bay.  The  French  Ambassador, 
Mons.  Girard,  and  Mr.  Deane,  in  a  frigate,  are  now  coming  up  the  river. 
The  Admiral  also  forwarded  us  a  letter,  directed  to  Congress,  from  the 
King  of  France,  and  signed  by  his  Majesty,  addressing  us  in  the  most 
respectful  and  tender  manner.  The  French  fleet  have  sailed  for,  and  before 
this  are  at  Sandy  Hook,  to  attack  the  British  fleet.  Gen.  Washington  is 
pushing  forward  in  order  to  cooperate  with  the  Admiral.  Another  British 
fleet  is,  however,  hourly  expected  ;  so  that  it  is  possible  Howe's  fleet  may 
refuse  to  give  battle,  and  should  the  other  British  fleet  come  on  the  coast, 
the  Count  D'Estaing  may  put  into  Newport  harbor.  Congi-ess  have  hinted 
this  to  Gen.  Washington,  to  be  improved  upon,  so  that  measures  may  be 
taken  to  call  in  a  force  sufficient  to  operate  against  the  British  forces  on 
the  island  ;  but  this  upon  the  supposition  that  the  Count  D'Estaing  should 
think  proper  to  push  for  Newport  harbor.  I  give  you  a  hint  of  this,  that 
Gen.  Sullivan  and  the  force  he  has  may  be  preparing  for  such  a  possible 
event,  and  that  our  militia  may  be  called  upon,  not  merely  in  a  course  of 
duty,  but  as  volunteers  upon  so  glorious  an  occasion,  to  stand  ready  to  step 
forward,  if  called  upon,  which  I  have  not  a  doubt  they  will  to  a  man,  to  rid 
themselves  at  once  by  an  easy  effort,  under  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  of  the 
worst  banditti  that  were  ever  suffered  to  curse  the  earth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

P.  S.  — The  Rose  frigate,  formerly  commanded  by  Valleau,  was  taken 
by  one  of  the  French  frigates  upon  their  arrival  in  Chesapeake  bay.  The 
Roebuck,  of  44  guns,  at  the  mouth   of  the  Delaware,  was  drove  on  the 
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shore  of  Maryland.  Her  crew  cut  her  masts  and  fled  on  shore,  Avhere  they 
must  fall  into  our  hands,  and  the  ship,  as  she  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
British  navy,  will  be  a  fine  acquisition.  The  frigate  coming  up  the  river 
has  two  prizes  with  her.  They  sunk  a  British  privateer  of  26  guns,  just 
as  they  made  land. 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

You  will  excuse  a  scrawl  for  the  love  of  the  matter. 

Henry  March  ant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  July  14th,  1778. 
Sir  :  —  As  I  shall  enclose  to  your  Excellency  the  newspaper  of  this  day, 
I  have  no  occasion  to  add,  but  that  I  had  the  honor  of  being  present  the 
last  Sabbath  at  the  most  interesting  interview  that  ever  took  place  in 
America,  or  perhaps  in  the  world,  between  Monsieur  Gerard,  the  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  France,  and  the  President  of  Congress,  on  the  part  of  the  sover- 
eign independent  United  States  of  America.  This  interview  was  most 
cordial,  generous  and  noble.  In  my  turn,  I  had  the  honor  of  personally 
congratulating  his  Excellency  upon  his  safe  arrival,  and  giving  him  a  hearty 
welcome  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  hearing  that  Rhode  Island  is  evacuated. 
Most  respectfully, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble   servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  July  20th,  1778. 

Sir:  —  I  this  day  received  yours  of  the  10th  instant.  I  am  glad  to  find 
the  warrants  came  safe  to  hand,  and  that  thereby,  aided  by  the  other  reso- 
lutions obtained  of  Congress,  the  aspect  of  public  affairs  in  our  State  is 
much  altered  for  the  better.  My  most  unremitted  endeavors  shall  be  con- 
tinually exerted  for  the  relief  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
The  request  relating  to  the  Deputy  Clothier  has  been  committed.  I  have 
hitherto  been  unable  to  procure  a  report,  but  I  am  in  hopes  it  will  be  favor- 
able throughout. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  the  spirit  for  taxation  continues,  it  ought  to  increase 
at  least  in  proportion  as  prices  rise.  For  till  prices  fall,  it  is  evident  there 
is  too  much  money  out,  and  therefore   that   taxes  should  increase. 

The  French  fleet  have  taken,  off  the  Hook,  ten  or  twelve  sail  of  ships,  some 
from  Cork,  and  others  from  the  "West  Indies,  with  valuable  cargoes,  and 
also  a  frigate  of  32  guns,  their  convoy.     I  expect  the  French  fleet  will  soon 
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sail  for  Rhode  Island,  and  I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  hearing  that  Rhode 
Island  is  evacuated.  I  enclose  your  Excellency  the  paper  of  the  day,  and 
am  most  respectfully, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

Messrs.  Marchakt  akd  Collins  to  Gov.  Greeke. 

July  28th,  1778. 
Sir  :  —  We  are  to  inform  your  Excellency  officially,  (of  what  we  suppose 
that  you  are  better  informed  of  before  this,)  that  the  French  fleet  were  to 
sail  the  21st  instant  for  Rhode  Island,  and  that  Gen.  Washington  has 
detached  a  considerable  body  of  troops  from  the  main  army  to  reinforce 
Gen.  Sullivan,  in  order  to  make  a  descent  upon  Rhode  Island.  It  is 
expected  on  this  occasion  that  a  most  vigorous  exertion  will  be  made  by 
our  State.  We  know  in  this  the  public  Avill  not  be  disappointed.  We 
doubt  not  all  possible  respect  will  be  paid  to  Admiral  Count  D'Estaing. 
The  fleet  will  want  to  be  watered,  and  some  supplies  of  fresh  provisions, 
vegetables,  &c.  We  wish  all  possible  success  of  this  expedition,  and  are, 
With  great  respect  to  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

HENRY  JSIARCHANT. 
JOHN  COLLINS. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  August  3d,  1778. 

Sir  :  —  Finding  that  aU  persons  who  had  the  disposal  of  Continental 
lottery  tickets  in  the  several  states  were  required,  by  a  certain  day,  to 
make  returns  of  all  tickets  they  had  on  hand  and  unsold,  to  a  magistrate,  to 
be  by  him  sealed  up  and  forwarded  to  the  Continental  Treasury  Board,  and 
finding  no  such  returns  from  our  State,  I  am  afraid  the  resolution  has  not 
been  properly  attended  to,  and  that  damage  may  accrue  thereby  to  some 
gentlemen  ot  our  State.  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency 
copies  of  those  resolutions,  which  relate  to  that  subject,  and  beg  your 
Excellency  to  make  some  inquiry  into  the  matter,  that  if  there  has  been  any 
neglect  it  may  be  mended  as  much  as  possible. 

By  this  day,  I  expect  the  French  fleet  under  the  command  of  Count 
D'Estaing,  in  conjunction  with  the  American  troops,  have  made  an  attack 
upon  Rhode  Island.  Heaven  prosper  the  enterprise.  Gen.  Sullivan  has 
now  an  opportunity  of  procuring  unfading  laurels  for  his  brow  ;  indeed,  I 
hope  the  brow  of  every  soldier  will  be  encircled  with  crowns  of  honor.    My 
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countrymen  of  Rliode  Island,  step  forth  and  maintain  that  rank  you  so 
worthily  hold  among  the  American  brave  sons  of  freedom.  Every  moment 
swells  with  important  events.  One  glorious  effort,  and  this  fall,  by  the 
blessing  of  God,  settles  the  United  States  in  safety  and  honor,  and  brings  a 
harvest  of  lasting  blessings  to  posterity. 

But  amidst  all,  let  me  say  a  word  as  to  economy.  We  have  scarce  to 
fear  but  from  the  inordinate  extravagance  of  the  times,  a  lawless  thirst  for 
riches,  and  a  spirit  of  monopolizing  and  speculation,  big  with  more  evals 
than  all  the  armies  Europe  could  afford.  A  most  strict  attention  must 
be  paid  to  our  finances.  I  hope  our  State  aWII  make  a  very  wise  applica- 
tion of  the  large  sums  of  money  lately  received  by  her.  I  hope  we  shall  be 
careful  to  advance  as  little  as  possible  on  Continental  accounts.  Every 
sum  advanced  has  passed  some  loss  upon  a  settlement.  Let  us  call  in  as 
much  money  as  possible,  and  of  our  treasury  notes. 
I  have  only  time  to  add — I  am,  &c., 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

Henry  Marchant  to  the  General  Assembly. 

Philadelphla.,  August  11th,  1778. 

Gent.  :  —  Last  Thursday,  Congress  gave  public  audience  to  Monsieur 
Gerard,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France.  It  was  an  important  day, 
an  important  transaction,  and  I  hope  replete  with  lasting  advantages  to  the 
United  States  in  general,  and  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  in  particu- 
lar. By  this  day,  perhaps  at  this  moment,  we  are  reaping  the  blessings 
arising  from  a  treaty  with  so  powerful  an  ally.  I  think  the  connection 
brought  about  by  the  hand  of  Heaven,  and  that  thereupon  it  promises  to 
be  lasting,  as  it  is  mutually  beneficial,  generous,  and  noble.  The  particu- 
lars of  the  proceedings  of  the  day  your  honors  will  have  in  the  enveloped 
newspapers. 

Congress  has  at  length  come  to  a  resolution  upon  a  report  of  their  com- 
mittee, that  the  expense  of  the  expedition  against  Rhode  Island  last  fall 
shall  be  borne  by  the  United  States.  The  report  was  received  and  agreed 
to  without  argument,  and  without  the  least  division.  Nothing  could  ever 
have  stood  such  a  question  but  for  a  letter  from  Gen.  Heath,  wrote.  I  con- 
ceive, in  consequence  of  some  dispute  he  had  had  with  Gen.  Spencer,  in 
which  letter  he  is  pledged  to  say  he  never  knew  how  the  expedition  came  to 
be  formed,  nor  from  whence  it  originated.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  your 
Honor,  the  report  and  the  resolution  of  Congress. 

With  ardent  wishes  for  the   growing  honor  and  glory  of  the  State,  and 
success  to  the  present  expedition  for  the  recovery  of  its  capital,  and  that 
13 
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this  war  may  be  soon  closed  with  honor  and  reputation  to  our  armies,  and 
with  the  establishment  of  our  liberty,  peace  and  independence,  I  beg  leave 
to  subscribe  myself  your  Honors' 

Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Henry  Marciiant. 

Providence,  August  13th,  1778. 

Sir  :  —  I  received  your  favor  of  the  28th  of  last  July,  wherein  you  men- 
tion the  sailing  of  the  Fi'ench  fleet,  and  the  intention  of  Gen.  Washington 
of  detaching  a  part  of  his  army  to  be  under  the  direction  of  Gen.  Sullivan, 
to  drive  the  enemy  from  this  State,  both  of  which  have  arrived  safe. 
After  waitiug  a  few  days  to  prepare  for  the  attack,  the  French  fleet,  last 
Saturday,  entered  the  passage  on  the  East  of  Conauicut,  Avhere  there  was  a 
very  severe  cannonade  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  was  as  severely 
returned  by  the  French  ships.  The  next  day  Gen.  Sullivan,  with  the 
troops  under  his  command,  crossed  over  at  Howland's  Ferry,  and  landed  on 
the  North  end  of  the  island  of  Rhode  Island,  without  the  least  obstruction 
from  the  enemy,  and  took  possession  of  the  enemy's  works  on  Butt's 
and  Quaker  Hills.  The  day  following,  there  was  a  fleet  seen  in  the  open- 
ing, which  induced  the  French  fleet  to  get  under  way  and  pursue  them,  and 
as  they  passed  the  enemy's  batteries,  there  was  another  heavy  cannonade ; 
but  I  have  not  yet  learned  that  either  has  done  any  very  considerable  execu- 
tion. Where  the  French  fleet  is  now  1  know  not,  as  there  has  been  a  very 
heavy  gale  of  wind  at  North  East  for  about  two  days  past,  and  still  contin- 
ues. Heaven  only  knows  when  Ave  shall  have  their  assistance  again,  but, 
thank  Heaven,  the  French  fleet  coming  in  so  confused  the  enemy,  that  they 
have  burnt  five  frigates  and  one  sloop  of  Avar,  together  with  a  number  of  gal- 
leys, being  the  whole  of  their  armed  vessels  here.  They  have  also  burnt  a 
number  of  others  and,  I  believe,  sunk  nearly  all  the  remainder  ;  so  that  they 
have  put  it  out  of  their  poAver  to  CAacuate  the  island  unless  they  are  assisted 
from  some  other  quarter  before  the  French  fleet  returns,  so  that  I  hope  Ave 
may  not  yet  be  disappointed  in  our  expectations,  Avhich  has  been  nothiug  less 
than  to  take  the  island  and  every  individual  and  their  eifects  ;  but  I  most 
sincerely  feel  for  our  troops,  as  they  who  Avere  of  the  militia  Avent  from  here 
very  thinly  clothed,  the  weather  being  then  very  warm.  As  the  storm  has 
been  attended  with  much  rain,  and  the  Aveather  very  cool,  I  apprehend 
they  have  been  exposed  to  the  Avoather  for  Avant  of  sufficient  number  of 
tents  or  houses. 

You  mention  that  you  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  our  State's  vigorous 
exertions  upon  this  occasion,  which  I  suppose  was  in  consequence  ot  our 
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former  conduct  upon  every  occasion  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war.  A  few  clays  before  the  French  fleet  came  in,  the  enemy  was  rein- 
forced, so  that  by  the  best  intelligence  they  were  from  six  to  seven  thousand 
strong ;  and  Gen.  Sullivan,  receiving  intelligence  that  their  intentions  then 
were  to  come  off,  in  order  to  burn  the  town  of  Providence,  requested  me 
to  call  forth  the  whole  of  the  alarm  and  independent  companies  and  the 
militia ;  and,  after  keeping  them  upon  duty  a  few  days,  to  march  to 
Providence.  But  after  the  reason  of  the  alarm  ceased  by  the  French 
fleet  appearing  at  the  offing,  the  General,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council  of 
War,  thought  proper  to  dismiss  them,  and  at  the  same  time  the  Council 
passed  a  resolve  to  order  out  one-half  of  the  whole  militia,  alarm,  and  inde- 
pendent companies  to  join  the  Continental  troops  in  the  expedition  against 
Rhode  Island,  and  then  to  do  duty  for  the  space  of  twenty  days,  unless 
sooner  dismissed  by  Gen.  Sullivan.  The  other  half  are  also  ordered  to 
hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice,  should  there 
be  occasion  for  them,  which  is  a  very  heavy  burden  upon  this  State,  and 
more  especially  upon  individual  towns  and  also  individuals,  as  some  towns 
have  voted  their  men,  although  the  one-half  of  the  whole,  in  addition  to 
what  the  Continent  and  State  allows  them,  four  dollars  per  day  more. 
Many  individuals  have  given  two  hundred  dollars,  they  being  drafted,  for 
others  to  take  their  places.  I  dare  say,  consdering  the  number  ordered 
by  this  State  and  the  expense  of  getting  them  into  the  field,  you  will  not  be 
disappointed  in  our  exertions  upon  this  interesting  occasion.  I  cannot,  with 
any  certainty,  pretend  to  say  the  amount  of  the  number  of  troops  now  on 
Rhode  Island,  but  by  the  best  intelligence  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  there 
were  the  day  before  yesterday  about  8000,  and  many  more  then  seemed  to 
be  going  on.  I  hope  their  numbers  ai'e  much  larger,  otherwise  I  believe 
this  State,  including  the  1500,  were  they  raised  for  one  year,  exclusive  of 
what  we  have  raised  to  do  dut}^  during  the  war,  are  the  one-half  of  that 
number.  Should  that  be  the  case  you  will  naturally  consider  how  amazingly 
this  State  is  burdened. 

Henry  March  ant  to  the  General  Assembly. 

Philadelphia,  August  17th,  1778. 
Gentlemen  :  —  In  my  last  to  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly,  I 
mentioned  tliat  I  had  enclosed  a  report  and  a  resolution  of  Congress 
thereon,  that  the  expense  of  the  expedition  last  fall  against  Rhode  Island 
should  be  borne  by  the  United  States,  but  I  could  not  as  I  expected  get  the 
report  and  resolutions  from  the  Secretary's  office  timely  for  the  post.  I 
therefore  now  enclose  them,  with  several  newspapers  of  the  week.  Our 
last  letter  from  Gen.  Sullivan  of  the  10th  instant,  informing  us  that  he  had 
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landed  with  his  -whole  force  upon  Rhode  Island,  and  taken  possession  of  the 
enemy's  works  upon  the  north  end  of  the  island,  which  they  had  abandoned  ; 
that  an  P^uglish  fleet  had  appeared  off ;  that  Count  D'Estaing  had  sailed 
after  them, — fills  our  minds  with  much  anxiety.  However,  hoping  that 
this  Avill  rather  invigorate  and  cause  a  redoubled  exertion,  we  remain  in 
great  hopes  of  success. 

We  have  had  a  long  series  of  very  heavy  rains,  and  easterly  weather. 
This  has  brought  one  of  Lord  Howe's  galleys  upon  the  Jersey  shore.  They 
say  that,  on  Tuesday,  while  closely  pursued  by  the  French  fleet,  she  parted 
from  the  British  fleet  and  put  away  for  New  York,  having  sprung  a  leak, 
but  gives  us  no  further  particulars. 

Last  evening,  Ave  had  advices  that  four  or  five  ships  were  at  Cape  Hen- 
lopen  firing  for  pilots,  as  was  supposed.  Whether  those  ships  are  of  either 
the  two  fleets  is  uncertain.  It  is  rather  apprehended  that  both  fleets  must 
have  got  scattered,  if  the  storm  was  as  hard  at  sea  as  it  was  here  on  Tues- 
day, and  almost  the  whole  week.  As  the  event  is  greatly  interesting,  relying 
upon  the  same  kind  Providence  which  hath  hitherto  so  signally  appeared  for 
us,  I  remain  in  hopes  of  soon  having  an  account  which  shall  do  honor  to 
the  American  arms,  and  call  up  afresh  the  most  grateful  acknowledgemeots 
of  the  Divine  interposition  in  our  behalf. 

I  am  your  Honors'  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  IklARCHANT. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Henry  Marchant. 

Providence,  August  20th,  1778. 
Sir  :  —  I  received  your  favor  of  the  third  instant,  and  have  duly  noted 
the  contents.  A  few  days  past,  th^  late  Gov.  Cooke  informed  me  he  had 
in  his  hands  eleven  hundred  and  eigthy-eight  Continental  tickets  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  which  he  had  received  as  Governor,  agreeable  to  the 
resolve  of  Congress,  and  desired  me,  by  virtue  of  the  same  capacity,  to 
receive  them  into  my  hands,  which  I  accordingly  have  done  and  have  given 
him  my  receipt.  Shall  be  ready  to  deliver  them  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  or 
their  order  immediately.  I  wrote  you,  the  13th  instant,  the  particulars  in 
regard  to  the  French  fleet,  and  can  hear  nothing  to  be  depended  on  in  regard 
to  them  since.  But,  as  the  weather  has  been  very  thick  and  the  winds  very 
small  and  unsteady  since  the  storm,  until  yesterday,  and  to-day  the  wind  being 
fair  and  the  weather  more  clear,  we  are  now  in  great  expectations  of  hear- 
ing from  them  hourly  ;  but  Avhether  we  shall  be  disappointed  or  not,  God 
only  knows.  In  consequence  of  their  absence.  Gen.  Sullivan  has  applied 
to  the  Council  of  War  for  a   further  reinforcement  from  this   State,  and 
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says,  "it  is  to  your  State  I  principally  cast  my  eyes  for  remforcemeuts." 
The  Council,  taking  the  matter  under  consideration,  have  ordered  out  the 
whole  of  the  remaining  half  of  our  fencible  men,  to  do  duty  for  the  space  of 
twenty  days,  and  have  appointed  committees  to  proceed  to  the  states  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut,  by  whom  I  wrote  in  very  pressing  manner  to  the 
Governor  of  Connecticut  and  the  Council  of  Massachusetts  for  their  assistance 
upon  so  important  an  occasion,  setting  forth  the  circumstances.  The  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  of  the  state  of  Connecticut  ordered  six  companies,  exclu- 
sive of  forty  light  horsemen,  to  be  got  ready  with  all  possible  dispatch  ;  and 
the  Council  of  Massachusetts  wrote  me  that  they  had  passed  a  resolve  to  fill 
up  all  vacancies  when  the  men's  times  were  out  for  which  they  were  di  afted, 
without  any  additional  number.  Considering  the  amazing  disproportion 
we  are  obliged  to  take  by  having  out  the  whole  of  our  fencible  men, 
through  the  inattention  of  our  neighboring  states  in  the  present  expedition, 
as  well  as  our  over  proportion  in  every  other  movement  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  war,  you  may  easily  discover  what  a  disagreeable 
situation  we  must  naturally  be  in  to  redeem  treasurer's  notes,  as  you  will 
see  by  my  last  to  you  that  this  State  has  undertaken  to  give  a  considerable 
sum  in  addition  to  the  pay  allowed  by  Congress.  Then  the  towns  have 
several  of  them  made  considerable  additions  ;  as  also  individuals  have  paid 
a  much  larger  proportion  for  individuals  to  take  their  places  after  being 
drafted,  and  considerable  of  it  to  men  out  of  our  sister  states  to  take  the 
places  of  those  of  this  State,  for  want  of  that  assistance  of  them  to  which 
we  are  justly  entitled  ;  as,  in  that  case,  they  would  be  under  a  necessity  of 
doing  their  own  duty  without  our  being  obliged  to  pay  them.  I  think  it 
my  duty,  as  we  are  treated,  to  let  you  know  the  reason  why  we  have  such 
large  demands  for  cash,  notwithstanding  the  smallness  of  our  State.  You 
know  what  an  oppression  this  must  be  to  those  who  are  unwilling  to  step 
forth  to  action,  as  well  as  to  the  State  in  general. 

August  21st,  6  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Since  writing  the  above,  there  is  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  French 
fleet,  and  it  is  said  the  Admiral's  ship  is  dismasted,  as  also  some  other  of 
them  ;  the  particulars  I  am  not  as  yet  informed  of.  It  is  also  said,  they 
have  brought  in  with  them  two  of  the  enemy's  ships  of  war.  I  am  thankful 
for  their  arrival,  as  we  depend  much  upon  their  assistance,  notwithstanding 
their  being  so  much  damaged.  I  do  not  learn  they  lost  any  of  their  men, 
as  the  loss  of  the  mast  was  in  consequence  of  the  severity  of  the  storm, 
although  it  is  said  after  the  Admiral  lost  his  masts,  he  Avas  attacked  by  four 
frigates,  but  to  no  purpose. 

I  had  like  to  omitted,  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  which,  not  withstanding 
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the  distance  they  live,  has  sent  forward  a  considerable  number  of  volun- 
teers, and  among  the  rest  there  is  Gen.  Whii<ple,  as  also  GenT  Hancock 
from  tlie  Massachusetts,  with  a  considerable  number  of  volunteers  from 
there.  But  by  Gen.  Sullivan's  requisition  to  this  State  for  further  rein- 
forcement, after  we  had  ordered  out  oue-half  of  our  fencible  men,  it  appears 
very  evident  that  the  other  stales  do  not  afford  that  aid  Avhich  is  necessary. 
I  mentioned  to  Gov.  Cooke  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  and  showed  him  the 
resolve  concerning  the  tickets  belonging  to  the  Continent,  who  said  he  had 
not  seen  it  before,  and  that  he  waited  for  orders  to  deliver  them. 
I  am,  with  gi-eat  truth,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

Henry  Marchaxt  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  August  25,  1778. 
Sir:  —  I  have  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  13th  inst.  We  have  been 
favored  with  letters  from  Gen.  Sullivan  of  the  17th,  and  affairs  were  then 
in  a  hopeful  train.  We  are  in  momentary  expectation  of  advices  important. 
Heaven  grant  they  may  be  of  favorable  success.  The  treasury  was  a  little 
uneasy  at  finding  that  our  State  money  had  not  been  received  upon  the 
warrant  which  issued  in  their  favor.  I  have  Avrote  Mr.  Clark  upon  it,  and 
have  not  time  now  to  add,  but  that  I  wish  the  State  money  now  in  the  Loan 
Office  may  be  redeemed  at  all  events.  It  may  assist  us  in  future  applica- 
tions.    I  enclose  the  papers  of  the  week,  and  am 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

Henky  Marchajs^t  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  6th,  1778. 
Dear  Sir:  —  I  received  yours  of  the  20th  of  August,  and  I  now  enclose 
your  Excellency  a  letter  from  the  Treasury  Board,  enclosing  the  resolution 
at  length,  directing  the  manner  of  sealing  up  the  tickets  under  seal  of  the 
State,  and  the  certificates  of  the  number  unsold  to  be  forwarded.  Gov. 
Cooke  has  sent  on  ours,  but  you  will  perceive  others  are  also  to  be  sent. 
Your  Excellency  will  now  have  no  dithculty  in  forwarding  the  tickets.  I 
am  sorry  to  find  that,  for  want  of  the  aid  justly  expected  from  our  sister 
states,  (New  Hampshire  excepted,)  we  were  obliged  to  exact  so  uncommon 
a  force  from  our  small  State.  But  I  somewhat  console  myself  upon  such 
occasions  Avith  the  consideration  of  the  honor  we  procure  to  ourselves,  as 
well  as  a  consciousness  of  having  well  discharged  our  duty  to  ourselves  and 
posterity.     And,  however,  this  expedition  is  not  likely  to  prove  so  success- 
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fill  as  Ave  had  much  reason  to  presume  it  might,  yet,  no  dishonor,  I  think, 
as  yet  at  least  can  be  reflected  on  the  American  arms.  Our  conduct  will 
raise  our  character  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home,  under  this  disappointment  ; 
for  to  conduct  well  and  bravely  under  unforeseen  events  and  misfortunes  is 
gi'eat  hei'oism.  I  hope  also  that  philosophy  and  good  temper  will  be  exer- 
cised under  any  misfortunes  ;  and  that  we  may  in  some  good  measure 
suppress  observations  upon  the  conduct  of  others,  which  may  do  us  no  good, 
but  may  do  harm.  Besides,  prudence  will  teach  us  always  to  put  the  most 
favorable  constiiictions  upon  the  conduct  and  opinions  of  others,  and  we 
may  sometimes  doubt  at  least  whether  or  no  we  are  not  mistaken  ourselves. 
Your  Excellency,  I  presume,  will  see  my  meaning.  Whether,  all  things 
considered,  it  was  a  right  measure  in  the  French  fleet  going  out  after  the 
English  fleet,  and  Avhether  the  going  out  the  second  time  was  advisable,  are 
points  not  the  most  easily  to  be  determined.  It  is  politic,  however,  that  we 
should  be  delicate  upon  the  point,  if  we  would  not  gratify  our  enemies,  the 
Tories  especially.  This  is  certain,  that  no  man  could  possibly  express  more 
uneasiness  on  that  occasion  than  the  French  Minister.  And  whether  the 
Count's  conduct  was  the  most  prudent  or  not,  the  goodness  of  his  intentions 
cannot  be  doubted.  The  friendship  of  his  royal  Master  most  assuredly 
Cannot,  and  we  may  depend  upon  a  vigor  of  conduct  that  will  shoAV  his 
royal  resolution  to  make  good  his  ground,  and  to  anticipate  our  Avishes  and 
expectations  in  him.  It  is  said  that  a  person  has  come  out  of  New  York, 
a  native  of  Virginia,  who  was  a  passenger  in  Admiral  Byron's  fleet,  and 
who  declares  that,  on  the  passage,  he  was  an  eye-witness  to  the  loss  of  the 
Admiral  and  two  other  ships.  They  all  foundered'  in  a  terrible  gale  of 
wind.  We  hear  of  the  arrival  of  but  six  or  seven  of  that  fleet.  We  pre- 
sume, upon  no  slight  grounds,  that  a  French  fleet  is  after  them, — and  we 
yet  trust  that  we  shall  see  our  worthy  ally  superior  in  our  seas  to  the  British 
fleet,  within  a  few  days  or  weeks.  This,  however,  it  may  not  be  proper  to 
publish. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  the  real  loss  of  the  enemy  in  their  shipping  at 
Rhode  Island.  Whether  their  transports  were  so  sunk  as  to  be  destroyed  ; 
whether  their  hay,  &c.,  at  Conanicut  was  destroyed.  Our  last  account 
from  Gen.  Sullivan  was  after  the  battl^e  of  the  29th,  but  he  was  not  partic- 
ular as  to  our  loss  or  the  enemy's.  We  presume  it  was  great  on  both 
sides.  We  are  very  anxious  to  hear  that  he  got  oiF  safe,  before  the  rein- 
forcement got  to  the  enemy,  which  sailed  more  than  a  week  ago. 
My  respects  to  your  lady  and  family.     Most  respectfully,  I  am 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 


200  RHODE    ISLAND    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 


Henry  March  ant  to  General  Assembly. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  12th,  1778. 

Gentlemen  :  —  "While  I  lament  the  failure  of  the  hoped-for  success 
against  Rhode  Island,  and  submit  to  the  will  of  heaven,  resolving  all  into 
the  wisdom  of  His  Providence,  and  which  I  doubt  not  we  shall  soon  have 
a  full  conviction  of,  however  disagreeable  the  present  check  may  be  to  our 
eager  pursuit,  I  have,  however,  the  pleasure  and  happiness  to  congratu- 
late you,  and  our  countrymen,  that  our  honor  is  not  tarnished.  In  the 
course  of  a  retreat,  made  necessary  by  circumstances  out  of  the  power  of 
mortals  to  surmount  or  forego,  a  victory  was  obtained  by  the  Continentals 
and  militia  of  New  England,  and  a  safe  and  honorable  retreat  effected. 
And  in  that  expedition,  the  exertions  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  the  spirit  of  its  brave  officers,  troops  and  volunteers 
has  gained  them  high  honor  and  reputation,  and  a  very  advanced  standing 
among  the  United  States.  Upon  this  occasion,  as  well  as  many  others, 
which  the  patriotism,  valor,  and  spirit  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  has  furnished  me  with,  I  have  not  been  wanting  in  my  exertions 
to  place  them  in  that  point  of  light  which  justice  demanded.  It  is  true, 
however,  such  distinguished  merit  and  display  of  spirit  and  fortitude  had  no 
call  for  an  advocate  ;  they  stood  confessed. 

I  must  however  observe,  that  Major  Gen.  Sullivan  has  done  great  justice 
to  the  honor  of  the  State,  and  has  not  failed  to  exert  himself  in  obtaining 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  his  merits,  and  to  her  relief  from  the  burthens 
she  has  so  long  and  w'ith  so  much  magnanimity  sustained.  By  a  resolution 
passed  this  day,  which  will  be  forwarded  to  him  by  the  President,  Gen. 
Sullivan  is  empowered,  by  the  aid  of  the  legislature  or  Council  of  War,  for 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  to  call  upon  all  the  New  England  states  for 
such  numbers  of  militia  as  he  shall  think  necessary  upon  great  emergency. 
This  is  to  be  understood  exclusive  of  the  standing  proportions.  I  enclose 
your  Excellency  and  Honors  the  two  last  papers. 
I  hope  I  need  not  assure  you  how  much 

I  am  your  most  devoted  and  faithful  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Henry  Marchant. 

Warwick,  Sept.  17th,  1778. 
Sir  :  — I  received  youi  favor  of  the  25th  of  August,  mentioning  receipt 
of  Gen.  Sullivan's  letter  of  the  17th,  and  that  affairs  were  then  in  a  hopeful 
train  and,  as  I  doubt  not  before  this.  Gen.  Sullivan  has  wrote  to  Congress 
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the  particulars  of  his  engagement  with  the  enemy,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  retreated  afterwards,  I  think  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  anything 
further. 

The  Assembly  set  the  2d  instant,  being  the  time  they  were  required,  by 
reason  of  its  failing  in  consequence  of  the  late  expedition,  and  among  other 
things  enacted  that  this  State's  money  in  the  Loan  Office  here,  should  be 
redeemed  Avith  the  certificates  which  were  ordered  by  Congress  to  issue 
from  the  Loan  Office  here  in  favor  of  the  State. 

I  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  13th  of  August,  my  having  1188 
of  the  Continental  lottery  tickets,  which  I  was  desirous  to  deliver  to  the 
Board  of  Treasury  or  their  order,  and  as  Messrs.  Ellery  and  Collins  will  be 
on  their  way  to  Congress  sometime  hence,  shall  be  glad  if  the  Board  Avill 
draw  an  order  on  me  to  deliver  them  to  them,  and  shall  take  it  as  a  favor 
if  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  acquaint  them  of  it  immediately  upon  the 
receipt  of  this.  Am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  newspapers  which  you 
have  sent  me  at  different  times,  and  subscribe  myself 

Your  sincere  friend  and  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Henry  Marchant. 

Warayick,  Sept.  25th,  1778. 

Sir  :  —  I  received  your  favor  of  the  6th  instant,  together  with  the  letter 
from  the  Treasury  Board,  mentioning  in  what  manner  I  am  to  proceed  with 
the  tickets  in  my  hands,  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

As  to  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  I  am  informed  that  they  fired  four  ships  and 
one  sloop  of  war,  and  also  one  row  galley,  exclusive  of  several  transports, 
which  they  sunk ;  but  whether  they  have  or  are  likely  to  get  them  up  again 
I  am  not  able  to  say,  and  as  to  the  hay  on  Conanicut  it  was  in  the  same 
position  at  the  time  we  retreated  as  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the 
expedition. 

You  have,  doubtless  before  this,  had  intelligence  of  the  ravages  of  the 
enemy  at  Bedford,  who  destroyed  all  the  stores,  together  with  what  they 
contained,  to  a  very  great  amount,  and  about  fifteen  or  twenty  dwelling 
houses,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  Martha's  Vineyard  and  took  ofi"  a  large 
quantity  of  stock.  I  am  very  glad  to  find  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  that 
they  have  recommended  to  the  several  legislative  bodies  of  the  Southern 
in  states  to  furnish  the  Eastern  states  Avith  vegetable  provisions,  as  they  are 
great  want  of  those  articles  ;  and  I  most  sincerely  Avish  that  that  Avas  the  case 
in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  Avhere  they  have,  as  I  have  been  informed,  raised 
a  very  considerable  crop  of  wheat  this  year,  but  the  imbargo,  notwithstanding, 
is  continued  on.    I  believe  we  shall  be  more  likely  to  stand  in  need  of  every 
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reasonable  assistance  from  our  sister  states  the  ensuing  year  should  the 
enemy  continue  among  us,  than  we  have  heretofore,  as  in  that  case,  there 
must  be  a  large  number  of  troops  kept  here,  Avho  are  principally  supplied  from 
the  other  states,  although  there  are  many  articles  which  they  are  fur- 
nished with  by  us  that  -the  inhabitants  really  stand  in  need  of,  and  are  now 
obliged  to  do  without,  more  especially  as  that  part  of  the  State  not  in  pos- 
session of  the  enemy  is  obliged  to  support  a  large  number  of  the  inhabit- 
ants from  that  in  the  enemy's  possession.  Many  of  them  have  already 
come  off  (one  hundred  of  them  have  come  off  within  a  few  days  past,)  and 
it  is  said  there  are  many  more  coming,  and  I  think  it  is  very  hard  for  us 
to  be  debarred  from  procuring  the  real  necessaries  of  life,  considering  the 
above  circumstances. 

I  am,  with  great  truth,  your  sincere  friend  and  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  29th,  1778. 
Dear  Sir  :  —  Yours  of  the  18th  instant  came  to  hand  yesterday.  My 
last  letter  to  you  will  afford  you  proper  directions  as  to  the  lottery  tickets, 
&c.  You  can  be  in  no  doubt  of  finding  them  by  Messrs.  EUery  and  Collins. 
I  expect  they  will  set  out  the  beginning  of  November.  But  you  had  better 
see  them  early,  and  deliver  the  tickets,  lest  they  should  be  left.  I 
enclose  your  Excellency  the  papers  of  the  week,  and  a  pamphlet  wrote  by 
one  of  the  people  called  Friends,  an  able  hand,  and  one  of  the  most  unex- 
ceptionable characters  in  that  society.  Great  pains  were  taken  to  suppress 
the  publication  ;  they  beset  the  author  on  all  hands,  and  he  was  prevailed 
upon  to  suffer  them  to  pay  the  printer  for  the  whole  impression  and  stifle  it. 
But  several  happened  to  get  out  of  the  printer's  hands  before  the  business 
was  completed,  and  another  printer  has  put  it  forth.  You  will  be  pleased 
to  present  it  to  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly. 
I  am  their's  and  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Gov,  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  5th,  1778. 

Sir  :  —  Your  Excellency's  favor  of  the   25th  of  September  I  received 

yesterday.     I  could  have  wished  to  have  had  any  tolerable  estimate  of  the 

loss  sustained  at  Bedford.      The  stock  taken  off  at  the  Vineyard  I  have 

heard  was  very  considerable,  especially  in  sheep.      The  enemy  are  now 
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foraging  ia  the  Jerseys.  Was  it  not  that  our  enemy  got  well  provided 
thereby,  it  would  be  some  consolation  that  they  were  plundering  amongst  the 
Tories,  their  very  good  friends.  A  considerable  number  of  our  light  horse 
were  surprised  in  their  quarters  in  the  Jerseys,  and  it  is  said  many  were 
put  to  death  most  barbarously,  after  they  had  surrendered  themselves.  The 
particulars  are  not  yet  come  to  hand.  The  facts,  if  established,  wdll  come 
under  serious  consideration  in  Congress. 

We  are  just  now  alarmed  with  the  appearance  of  about  twenty  sail  of  the 
enemy  off  Little  Egg  harbor,  Avhich,  it  is  supposed,  the  enemy  mean  to 
pillage  of  the  considerable  Avealth  there  collected  by  privateers,  &c.  The 
Jersey  militia  are  called  out,  and  we  hope  they  will  be  able  to  give  a  check 
to  those  free  hooters.  However,  many  people  seem  not  much  to  distress 
themselves  to  preserve  the  property  of  men  collected  and  lodged  about  in 
private  corners  to  wait  for,  and  to  enhance  the  present  intolerable  high 
prices.  With  respect  to  the  embargo  in  Connecticut  upon  wheat,  &c.,  it 
much  surprises  me.  I  have  spoken  to  Mr.  Sherman,  the  only  Connecticut 
delegate  now  here,  and  a  very  worthy  character,  and  he  promises  me  he 
will  immediately  write  home  upon  the  subject.  Congress  is  doing  every- 
thing in  its  power  to  provide  or  procure  the  sending  of  wheat,  &c.,  into 
the  Eastern  states,  and  is  calling  loudly  upon  the  Southern  states  to  make 
examples  of  the  monopolizers  of  provisions.  At  the  same  time,  it  is 
expected  that  the  Eastern  states  will  not  suffer  their  own  people  to  buy  the 
provision  up  in  large  quantities,  and  that  no  person  will  be  allowed  to  hold 
or  purchase  more  for  himself  than  may  be  necessary  for  his  family  con- 
sumption, and  that  laws  be  immediately  provided  against  such  a  practice, 
and  that  these  laws  extend  to  rum  and  spirits  and  every  other  article  of 
life,  or  that  may  be  wanted  for  the  army.  Extortioners  and  monopolizing 
men  must  have  a  twisted  bit  put  into  their  rapacious  mouths.  This  is  doing 
to  the  Southward,  I  say  again,  it  is  expected  you  follow  the  example. 
I  am  your  Excellency's  very  humble  servants, 

HENRY  ]\IARCHANT. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Henry  Marchant. 

Warwick,  Oct.  17th,  1778. 
Sir  :  —  I  received  your  favor  of  the  29th  ult.,  together  with  the  enclos- 
ures, and  shall  lay  the  same  before  the  General  Assembly.  I  take  this 
opportunity  by  Mr.  Collins  to  forward  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  the  tickets 
received  by  Gov.  Cooke  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  agreeable  to  the 
resolve  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  January,  1778,  as  also  those  left  by  him 
signed,  and  another  to  the  managers  of  the  Continental  lottery  which  I  hope 
wijl  arrive  safe  to  hand. 


204  RHODE    ISLAND    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

The  Deputy  Governor  infirmed  me  of  the  13th  instant  that  Gen.  Sullivan 
heath  received  information  from  his  Excellency  Gen.  Washington,  that  ten 
regiments  of  foot  and  two  of  horse  had  embarked  on  board  sixty  transports 
coming  down  the  Sound,  but  nothing  fui-ther  since. 
I  am,  Avith  every  sentiment  of  respect, 

Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

Henry  Marchant  to  General  Assembly. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  21  th,  1778. 
Gentlemen  :  —  In  consequence  of  a  letter  of  the  11th  of  June,  from  the 
Council  of  War,  the  same  Avas  laid  before  Congress,  and  a  committee 
appointed  upon  it.  But,  notwithstanding  my  utmost  exertions  to  get  a 
report  as  soon  as  possible,  that  committee  never  did  anything  upon  it ;  one 
member  of  it  left  Congress  and  I  at  length  got  a  new  committee,  and 
through  perseverance  I  have  procured  a  report  and  resolution  of  Congress, 
which  I  herewith  enclose  your  honors.  It  is  such  as  I  apprehend  will 
afford  entire  satisfaction,  especially  when  it  is  considered  that  the  furnishing 
of  clothing  to  the  officers  of  the  State  troops,  npon  the  same  principles  as 
the  clothing  furnished  to  the  officers  of  the  Continental  troops,  is  approved 
of  by  Congress.  I  felt  myself  not  a  little  happy  that  I  was  able  to  establish 
that  point,  and  I  cannot  but  reflect  with  some  degree  of  satisfaction,  that  I 
have  never  failed  in  obtaining  every  request  which  I  have  ever  had  the 
honor  to  make  of  Congress,  in  behalf  of  the  State  I  represent ;  and,  in  some 
instances  I  flatter  myself  I  have  anticipated  their  wishes.  This  observation 
does  not  arise  from  vanity,  but  from  that  heart-felt  pleasure  I  lake  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duty  to  a  State  which  has  conferred  upon  me  repeated 
honors,  and  given  to  me  the  strongest  testimonials  of  its  confidence, — of 
all  which  no  one  hath  a  more  grateful  sense,  nor  shall  strive  more  ardently 
to  evince  it,  than  your  Honors' 

Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Henry  Merchant. 

Warwick,  Oct.  22d,  1778. 
Sir  :  —  Your  favor  of  the  5th  instant  I  received  yesterday,  prior  to  the 
recipt  of  which  I  had  wrote,  to  go  by  Mr.  Collins,  but  there  beiog  a  report 
that  the  enemy  were  embarking  at  New  York,  he  thought  proper  to  wait 
a  few  days  to  hear  further  ;  but  as  there  is  no  confirmation  of  the  matter, 
he  sets  out  to-day.  .  I  am  not  able  to  ascertain  the  particulars  of  the  loss 
we  sustained  at  Bedford.     All  that  I  have  heard  was  that  all  the  stores 
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and  fifteen  or  twenty  dwelling  houses  were  burnt,  but  what  they  contained 
I  am  not  able  to  say,  but  I  have  understood  it  was  a  very  large  amount. 
You  directed  your  letter  to  me  in  Providence.  I  suppose  by  that  you 
conclude  I  am  most  generally  there,  but  as,  the  General  Assembly  passed  a 
resolve  that  the  Council  of  War  should  sit  no  more  than  four  days  in  each 
month,  unless  upon  special  occasions,  I  am  now  for  the  most  part  at  home. 
I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  Mr.  Sherman  disapproves  of  the  conduct  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut  in  regard  to  continuing  on  the  embargo,  and  shall  lay 
your  letter  before  the  General  Assembly  which  sits  on  Monday  next,  when 
I  hope  it  will  be  duly  attended  to,  in  regard  to  monopolies,  which  I  shall 
inform  you  of  immediately  after  the  rising  of  the  General  Assembly, 
whether  any  act  be  passed  or  not ;  but  I  make  no  doubt  something  will  be 
done. 

I  am,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect. 

Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  3d,  1778. 
Dear  Sir  :  —  I  yesterday  received  your  Excelleucy's  two  letters  of  the 
17th  and  22d  of  October  by  Mr.  Collins,  and  fiud  he  has  brought  forward 
the  lottery  tickets.  I  believe  you  will  not  be  troubled  this  winter  with  any 
of  the  British  gentry.  Whether  they  will  totally  leave  the  Continent  is 
uncertain  ;  but  large  embarkations  are  taking  place,  supposed  for  the  West 
Indies,  perhaps  to  touch  at  South  Carolina.  The  attention  of  Congress  is 
much  bent  upon  putting  a  check  to  the  depreciation  of  the  currency.  This 
is  almost  the  only  difficulty  we  are  left  to  struggle  with,  and  we  hope  this  is 
not  an  insurmountable  one.  I  expect  to  set  out  on  my  return  the  middle  of 
this  month,  when  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  your  Excellency  such 
further  satisfaction  as  to  public  appearances,  (which  at  present  are  very 
flattering  to  our  wishes,)  and  also  of  our  own  transactions  as  may  be  in 
my  power.     In  the  mean  time,  I  remain 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  Inimble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

P.  S.  —  I  enclose  the  papers  of  the  week. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene; 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  6th,  1778. 
Sir  :  —  I  am  to  inform    your    Excellency  that  Congress    have  lately 
arranged  their  treasury,  appointed  a  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  of 
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accounts,  and  two  Boards  of  Commissioners  of  accounts,  wlio  are  to  settle 
and  adjust  all  accounts  delivered  to  them  by  the  Comptroller  General.  That 
those  Commissioners  should  be  appointed  from  as  many  diiferent  states  as 
possible  was  highly  necessary,  and  I  conceived  it  my  duty  to  nominate  a 
gentleman  from  our  State.  I  know  Mr.  Peter  Phillips  has  been  long 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  army  accounts.  I  knew  him  to  be  a  man  of 
integrity,  and  though  his  services  might  be  wanted  at  home,  yet  I  conceive 
he  might  be  more  beneficial  here  in  that  department,  and  as  he  was  a  single 
man,  he  might  remove  with  more  ease  than  many  others.  I  trust  this 
nomination  and  appointment  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  the  State  nor  to 
him.  If  your  Excellency  shall  be  of  my  opinion,  I  hope  you  will  see  him 
yourself  and  use  your  influence  with  him,  to  accept.  I  need  not  suggest  to 
you,  sir,  that  the  settling  of  public  accounts  is  a  matter  of  great  conse- 
quence, and  as  there  are  but  two  gentlemen  appointed  Commissioners  from 
the  Eastern  States,  I  think  it  of  importance  that  those  should  serve.  As 
the  natuae  of  the  accounts  of  the  different  parts  of  the  Continent  is  very 
different  in  many  instances,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  persons  from  those 
different  parts  should  be  in  commission,  that  such  explanations  may  be  made 
as  that  justice  may  be  done  to  the  several  states,  as  well  as  to  the  whole, 
I  hope  I  need  not  add  upon  this  subject.  I  enclose  you  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Phillips.  Your  Excellency  will  be  so  kind  as  to  see  that  it  is  delivered.  I 
could  wish  that  you  could  deliver  it  with  your  own  hand,  that  you  might 
converse  with  him  at  the  same  time  upon  the  subject  of  it. 

Expecting  to  set  out  on  my  return  in  about  a  fortnight,  I  remain, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

November  11th,  1778. 
P.  S. —  Mr.  Ellery  arrived  last  Sabbath.    I  expect  to  set  out  next  week.    I 
enclose  you  the  papers  of  the  week,  and  the  plan  of  the  arrangement  of  the 
Treasury. 

Messrs.  Elleey  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  24th,  1778. 
Sir: — "We  now  take  up  the  pen,  although  we  have  nothing  that  we 
imagine  is  news  to  communicate,  because  we  would  not  subject  ourselves 
to  the  imputation  of  neglect.  Admiral  Byron's  ship  and  five  of  his  fleet 
have  arrived  off  Sandy  Hook  in  a  shattered  condition.  The  Admiral's  ship 
has  lost  her  bowsprit,  mizzen  mast,  and  main-top-mast,  and  the  others  are 
all  dismasted.     We  may  adopt  Queen  Elizabeth's  motto,  in  the  dissipation 
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of  the  Spanish  Armacla.  On  this  occasion,  St.  Vincents  is  taken,  and  now 
Count  D'Estaing  is  left  uninterruptedly  to  pursue  his  operations  in  the  West 
Indies.  "We  may  soon  expect  to  hear  of  the  conquest  of  all  the  windward 
Islands,  and  perhaps  of  the  destruction  of  the  fleet  which  sailed  from  New 
York  about  the  same  time  that  the  Count  left  Boston.  The  Hollanders  are 
well  disposed  toward  us.  They  want  a  share  of  our  commerce.  "We  hear 
nothing  from  Spain.  The  important  business  of  financing  is  on  the  carpet, 
and  we  hope  Congress  will  soon  be  able  to  take  measures  for  reducing  the 
quantity  of  money  in  circulation,  as  will  check  the  depreciation  of  it  at  least, 
if  not  appreciate  it.  Taxation  and  loaning  are  the  only  engines  to  effect 
this  purpose. 

Thus,  sir,  we  have  thrown  together  every  thing  we  can  recollect  of  any 
kind  of  consequence,  and  are,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

"WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

JOHN  COLLINS. 

"William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  8th,  1778.  ) 
In  Congress.  ) 
Sir  :  —  In  the  letter  we  had  lately  the  honor  of  writing  your  Excellency, 
we  gave  you  some  articles  of  intelligence  which  did  not  turn  out  to  be  true, 
notwithstanding  we  had  part  of  them  from  Lord  Stirling.  This  will  mak^ 
us  cautous  in  the  future.  A  few  days  since,  Capt.  Reed  of  the  Packet  Bal- 
timore arrived  here  after  a  long  passage  from  Nantz.  He  brings  news  that 
the  Brest  fleet  has  returned,  after  a  month's  cruise.  It  seems  that  the 
French  Admiral  had  sent  his  complements  to  the  British  Admiral,  and  told 
him  that  he  was  where  he  had  lately  had  the  honor  of  some  conversation 
with  him,  and  that  he  should  be  glad  to  see  him  there  again  ;  that  after 
cruising  ten  days,  vainly  hoping  to  see  him,  he  returned  to  port.  This  we 
had  from  good  authority.  Upon  the  same  authority,  the  Presideiit  informed 
me,  that  Mr.  Gerard  has  told  him  that  the  British  King  had  desired  the  King 
of  Spain  to  mediate  a  peace  between  him  and  the  King  of  France.  Spain 
replied  that  she  was  ready  to  undertake  the  office,  provided  she  was  made 
acquainted,  first,  with  the  proposals  that  Britain  intended  to  make  as  the 
ground  work  of  mediation.  This  drew  from  Britain  a  number  of  proposi- 
tions of  which  the  leading  one  was,  that  the  King  of  France  should  retract 
the  declaration  made  the  last  winter  by  the  French  minister  to  the  Court  of 
London,  respecting  the  Independence  of  the  States,  &c.,  &.  This  most 
extraordinary  proposal  was  received  by  Spain  as  a  high  insult,  and  in  con- 
sequence  of  it  everything  in   that  kingdom  was  in  motion.     Capt.  Reed 
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informed  us  that  the  Fox  was  taken  by  a  French  frigate  and  carried  into 
France.  Tlic  Baltimore  last  paper  says  that  the  Swift,  sloop  of  war,  in 
chasing  the  Rattlesnake,  a  privateer  of  this  place,  ashore  near  Cape  Henry, 
had  run  aground  herself ;  that  the  enemy  had  btirned  her  and  surrendered 
themselves  prisoners  to  the  crew  of  the  Rattlesnake.  The  enemy  have 
already  lost  more  ships  than  they  did  the  last  war. 

Mr.  Harrison,  Secretary  to  Gen.  "Washington,  in  a  letter  to  Congress 
received  yesterday,  says  that  his  Excellency  had  received  intelligence  that 
the  enemy  had  sent  about  fifty  sail,  great  and  small,  with  soldiers  on  board, 
up  the  Hudson's  river,  with  an  intention,  as  was  supposed,  either  to  rescue 
the  convention  troops,  on  their  march  to  Virginia,  or  to  attack  the  forts  in 
the  Highlands  ;  and  that  Gen.  Washington  had  made  dispositions  to  defeat 
their  intentions.  This  is  all  we  can  recollect  at  present.  Congress,  last 
winter,  recommended  it  to  the  several  states,  to  transmit  to  them  all  the 
acts  that  they  had  passed  since  the  November  proceeding,  in  pursuance  of 
recommendation  of  Congress.  None  have  yet  come  to  hand.  We  should 
be  glad  to  know  Avhat  is  going  on  in  our  State,  and  are,  with  great  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S.  —  The  plan  of  finance  not  yet  decided. 

Gov.  Greeke  to  Messrs.  Ellery  and  Collins. 

Warwick,  Dec.  11th,  1778. 
Gentlemen  :  —  I  received  your  favor  of  the  24th  ultimo,  mentioning  the 
shattered  condition  of  Admiral  Byron's  ship  and  others  of  his  fleet.  The 
latter,  perhaps,  may  be  the  case,  but  the  Admiral  has  since  been  into  New- 
port and,  I  suppose,  is  there  still.  The  Council  of  War  was  sitting  this  week", 
when  there  were  a  considerable  number  of  accounts  laid  before  them  from 
the  state  of  Connecticut,  which  contained  charges  against  this,  for  support- 
ing soldiers  in  that  state,  Avho  were  sick,  that  are  the  proper  inhabitants 
of  this  ;  by  reason,  as  they  say,  that  the  committee  appointed  by  Congress 
to  receive  and  settle  the  accounts,  would  not  receive  of  that  kind  in  favor  of 
the  state  of  Connecticut,  but  insisted  that  each  state  should  pay  the  expense 
of  their  soldiers.  If  that  method  is  to  be  adopted  we  shall  suffer  gi-eatly, 
for  the  enemy  being  in  the  heart  of  the  State  have  taken  and  sent  through 
this  a  large  number  of  people  whom  they  took  prisoners,  belonging  perhaps 
to  every  state  upon  the  Continent,  to  many  of  whom,  exclusive  of  paying  the 
expense  where  they  were  sick,  we  have  made  many  grants  out  of  our 
treasury  to  pay  their  expenses  on  the  road  to  their  respective  homes  ;  and 
in  case  we  must  be  under  a  necessity  of  going  into  each  of  the  United  States 
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to  settle  our  accounts,  to  get  our  pay  from  each  state,  I  believe  the  expense 
attending  it  will  likely  be  as  much  as  we  shall  be  able  to  collect.  I  men- 
tion this  that,  if  we  are  rightly  informe.d,  you  may  take  the  matter  under 
consideration,  and  move  in  Congress  that  each  state  may  have  a  right  to 
charge  the  moneys  they  have  expended  in  that  way,  let  the  troops  belong 
wherever  they  may. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

Gov.  Greene  to  the  Delegates  in  Congress. 

Warwick,  Jan.  7th,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  — The  distresses  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rhode  Island  increase 
80  fast,  that  large  numbers  are  daily  leaving  the  Island  and  coming  over  to 
us.  I  wish  we  were  able  to  afford  them  that  support  which  they  deserve 
on  every  consideration,  more  especially  as  they  have  now  left  their  all  for 
the  cause  of  virtue  and  liberty.  But,  alas,  it  is  totally  out  of  our  power  to 
supply  them  with  the  necessary  article  of  bread,  through  a  real  scarcity  of 
grain.  You  are  sensible  that  in  the  best  of  times,  this  State  never  raised 
bread  corn  sufficient  to  suppox't  its  own  inhabitants.  Nearly  one-quarter  of 
the  best  plow  land  is  now  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  other  considerable 
tracks  are  so  exposed,  that  the  occupiers  have  not  dared,  nor  been  able,  to 
plant  them  for  two  years  past.  Added  to  all  this,  a  strict  embargo  from  aU 
the  western  and  southern  states.  We  have  had  no  other  resources  than 
what  we  have  found  in  our  own  territory,  and  some  small  quantities  vdth 
which  we  have  been  furnished  from  Massachusetts.  It  must  be  spoken 
to  their  honor,  that,  although  they  have  many  large  seaport  tOAvns  to  sup- 
ply their  own,  they  have  freely  permitted  us  to  purchase  provisions  in  their 
state,  without  molestation.  We  have  repeatedly  applied  to  the  authority  of 
the  state  of  Connecticut  for  liberty  to  purchase  and  transport  by  land  bread 
and  meat,  for  the  support  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  ;  but  have  been 
always  put  off  without  having  our  request  granted. 

It  is  an  express  vote  of  the  General  Assembly  that  you  lay  this  matter 
before  Congress,  and  request  them,  in  the  strongest  terms,  to  take  it  up, 
and  so  far  interest  themselves  in  our  behalf  as  to  have  the  embargos 
repealed  in  New  York  and  Connecticut,  as  respects  supplying  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  State  with  provisions  by  land.  If  some  relief  is  not  speedily 
granted,  many  of  the  poorer  sort  of  inhabitants,  especially  those  that  have 
come  off  from  Rhode  Island,  must  inevitably  perish  from  want. 

We  doubt  not  you  will  make  a  warm  and  spirited  application  to  Congress 
on  the  grievance  pointed  out.     Your  own  general  knowledge  of  the  truth  of 
14 
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the  above  facts,  with  others,  prevents  my  adding  anything  further  at  pre- 
sent. You  will  be  as  speedy  in  your  application  as  possible,  and  make 
return  of  your  success. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c., 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

Messes.  Ellert  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  March  2d,  1779, 

Sir  :  —  Inclosed  is  a  resolution  of  Congress,  which  we  hope,  with  the 
recommendation  already  given  to  the  states  of  New  York  and  Connecticut, 
may  enable  our  State  to  procure  a  supply  of  bread  for  its  poor.  A  fly, 
which  heretofore  had  spoiled  the  wheat  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North 
Carolina,  hath  proved  more  destructive  the  last  season  than  formerly,  and 
this,  with  an  inundation  in  some  parts  of  the  two  latter,  have  occasioned  a 
comparative  scarcity  of  that  necessary  article.  However,  w^e  believe  a 
small  quantity  might  be  got  in  nearly  all  those  states.  We  are  informed 
that,  in  the  parts  of  North  Carolina  which  lie  back  of  Cape  Fear  river, 
there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of*  flour,  and  that  probably  it  might  be 
obtained  by  way  of  donation.  Indeed,  the  delegates  of  that  state  have  told 
me  that  it  would  be  more  likely  to  obtain  flour  in  that  mode  than  by  pur- 
chase, or  the  recommendation  of  Congress.  Perhaps,  therefore,  it  migh*  be 
prudent  to  try  both  ways. 

If  the  Assembly  should  think  proper  to  send  to  South  Carolina  for  rice, 
Mr.  Laurens,  a  delegate  of  that  state,  advises  that  the  adventure  should  be 
made  to  Wingaw,  rather  than  to  Charleston,  the  navigation  to  the  former 
being  the  least  hazardous.  Indeed,  the  w^hole  coast  from  New  York  to 
South  Carolina,  is  so  infested  with  privateers  as  to  render  commerce 
exceedingly  precarious.  Capt.  Collins  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  navigation 
to  Cape  Fear  and  AVingaw-  w^ould  be  safer  than  to  Chesapeake,  provided 
that  the  vessels  ordered  to  the  latter  should  be  directed  to  keep  as  far  from 
the  shore  as  possible,  without  getting  into  the  Gulf  stream,  until  she  should 
be  in  the  latitude  of  the  place,  and  then  crowed  directly  for  it. 

Pennsylvania  was  not  allowed  to  stand  in  the  report,  because  the  army 
which  is  in  its  neighborhood  Avill  want  more  flour  than  it  can  spare.  We 
have  moved  Congress  frequently  on  the  subject  of  our  proportion  of  the  tax 
for  the  current  year,  but  have  not  been  able  to  procure  a  decision.  The 
members  are  very  loth  to  counteract  their  resolution,  and  thereby  lessen  the 
whole  sum  to  be  collected.  We  have  a  prospect  of  getting  South  Carolina 
to  take  oiF  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  assume  it  to  themselves.  I  hope  we 
shall  be  able  to  struggle  through  the  tax  thus  reduced.     The  more  we  pay 
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now,  the   less  we   shall   have   to   pay  hereafter,  when   the  money  may  be 
appreciated. 

If  we  should  have  a  good  army  in  the  field  this  campaign,  it  will,  in  our 
opinion,  be  the  last.  There  is  no  probability  of  the  enemy's  receiving  any 
foreign  reinforcements,  and  Great  Britain  must  take  care  of  her  Island,  and 
protect  it  from  invasions.  Some  troops  have  been  drawn  from  Rhode 
Island  to  New  York,  and  from  thence,  we  are  informed,  that  the  enemy  at 
Rhode  Island  were  embarking  their  heavy  cannon.  It  is  not  improbable 
that  the  Island  may  be  evacuated  to  enable  the  enemy  to  reinforce  their 
troops  at  St.  Lucea,  where  their  mortality  is  very  great. 

In  hopgs  that  our  State  may  be  soon  rid  of  those  locusts  Avhich  have  so 
long  infested  it,  and  that  we  may  be  speedily  blessed  with  an  honorable 
peace,  we  continue,  with  the  warmest  attachment  to  it  and  your  Excellency. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
JOHN  COLLINS. 
• 
P.  S.  —  I  had  spoken  to   the  Secretary  for  a  copy  of  the  resolution  on 
supplies,  but  it  hath  been  forgotteu,  and  the  post  being  just  about  to  set  out, 
will  not   admit  of  our  waiting   for  a  copy.     However,  you  wiU  receive  a 
copy  of  it  through  the  President.    "We  have  obtained  a  resolution  for  taking 
off  fifty  thousand  dollars  from  our  proportion  of  the  tax,  and  putting  it  on 
South  Carolina,  since  we  wrote  the  paragraph  respecting  that  subject.     The 
Secretary  is  so  busy  that  he  cannot  give  us  a  copy  of  it.     TVe  will  send   it 
by  the  next  post.     In  the  mean  time,  the  Assembly  may  proceed  to  taxa- 
tion, if  they  should  think  proper. 

We  write  in  Congress. 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

William  Ellert  to  Gov.  Greexe. 

Philadelphia,  March  9th,  1779. 
Sir  :  —  In  the  last  letter,  we  promised  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  the  act 
of  Congress  recommending  to  the  states  to  the  southward  to  permit  the 
states  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations, 
to  purchase  provisions  in  their  ports  to  supply  their  inhabitants.  A  copy, 
we  are  informed,  hath  been  sent  to  you  by  the  President.  We,  at  the  same 
time,  promised  you  a  copy  of  the  act  reducing  our  quota  of  the  tax  for  the 
current  year  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  we  now  do 
ourselves  the  honor  to  enclose,  hoping  that  it  wiU  prove  agreeable  to  the 
Assembly.  It  was  not  intended  by  Congress  that  the  apportionment  of  the 
former  or  present  tax  should  be  considerered  hereafter  as  their  precise  just 
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quotas  of  these  taxes.  It  was  impossible  to  adjust  our  equitable  proportion 
of  the  present  tax.  If  it  should  turn  out  that  Ave  have  paid  more  than  our 
just  quota,  we  shall  have  credit  for  the  surplusage,  aud  the  interest  thereof; 
if  it  should  be  less,  we  must  pay  the  deficiency,  with  the  interest,  perhaps 
in  an  appreciated  currency.  We  know  that  there  wiU  be  difficulty  in  col- 
lecting so  large  a  sum  as  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  our 
State,  under  its  present  deplorable  circumstances.  But,  distressed  as  it  is, 
we  presume  that  the  difficulty  will  principally  arise  from  the  impracticabil- 
ity of  apportioning  the  tax  equally  among  the  inhabitants.  However,  we 
hope  that  the  State  wiU  struggle  through  it. 

In  a  private  letter  to  Mr.  EUery,  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  he  is 
informed  that  the  authorities  of  our  State  complain  that  we  do  not  send 
them  intelligence  enough.  We  could  wish  to  gratify  the  Assembly  in  that 
or  any  other  way,  but  really  we  have  none  to  communicate.  We  mentioned 
in  our  last,  we  believe,  that  there  was  no  prospect  that  the  British  army 
could  receive  any  reinforcements  this  campaign  This  is  our  opinion,  and 
we  think  it  is  Avell  founded.  We  have  not  received  any  intelligence  from 
Georgia  since  the  first  account  of  the  enemy's  taking  possession  of  it. 
Nothing  from  the  West  Indies,  nor  anything  from  Europe  that  Ave  are  at 
liberty  to  communicate. 

The  necessity  of  a  respectable  army  in  the  field  this  campaign,  whether 
peace  or  AA-ar  should  be  the  object  of  it,  is  so  apparent  as  to  need  no  argu- 
ments either  to  evince  or  to  illustrate  it.  A  brilliant  stroke  this  campaign 
might  make  it  the  last. 

Sincerely  Avishiug  for  an  honorable  peace,  and  every  blessing  to  our 
country  and  your  Excellency,  Ave  are,  Avith  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

Gov.  Greene  to  the  Delegates  in  Congress. 

Providence,  March  11th,  1779. 
Gentlemen:  —  The  season  of  the  year  is  approaching  Avhen  we  may 
expect  the  enemy  to  undertake  offensive  operations.  The  General  Assem- 
bly, at  the  last  session,  impressed  with  a  sense  of  imminent  danger  to  which 
Ave  are  exposed,  have  requested  me  to  direct  you  to  lay  before  Congress  the 
state  of  this  Government,  and  to  solicit  relief.  The  army  of  the  enemy 
upon  Rhode  Island  consists  of  fourteen  regiments,  including  the  ncAv  levies, 
amounting  to  near  6000  men,  and  are  well  provided  Avith  CAerything  neces- 
sary for  an  army.  To  defend  the  State  against  them,  Ave  have  not  more 
than  2000  Continental  troops  and  the  brigade  raised  by  this  State  the  last 
year ;  the  time  for  Avhich  it  was  enUsted  will  expire  on  the   16th  instant. 
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We  have  not  a  single  man  from  another  of  the  New  England  states,  nor 
does  there  appear  a  prospect  of  obtaining  any.  In  this  deplorable  situation, 
the  Assembly  found  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  endeavoring  to  raise 
a  brigade  of  1500  men,  officers  included,  for  another  year.  They  offer  a 
bounty  of  forty-five  pounds,  and  the  same  clothing  which  is  allowed  to  the 
Continental  troops,  and  have  made  an  addition  of  six  pounds  per  month  to 
their  wages  for  their  better  subsistence.  These  encouragements,  we  hope, 
will  reengage  a  considerable  part  of  the  same  men  ;  less  would  have  had  no 
effect  at  all,  nor  should  we  have  had  our  shores  guarded  unless  by  that 
ruinous  method  of  calling  in  the  militia.  All  the  males  in  the  State 
between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty  do  not  exceed  10,000  ;  of  these,  some 
are  disaffected,  many  are  of  tender  consciences,  and  many  are  unfit  for  duty. 
Consequently  1500  must  be  considered  as  a  very  large  proportion.  The 
State  you  know  is  in  a  miserable  condition  with  respect  to  its  finances. 
Having  principally  depended  upon  commerce,  the  total  stagnation  of  trade 
for  upwards  of  two  years  hath  reduced  a  great  number  of  people  to  poverty. 
For  a  considerable  time,  the  whole  militia  of  the  State  hath  been  upon  duty 
at  once,  sometimes  half  have  been  called  out,  at  other  times  a  greater  part. 
This  has  not  only  been  attended  with  the  most  enormous  expenses,  but,  by 
taking  thq  husbandman  from  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  hath  proved  almost 
ruinous  to  the  State,  and  occasioned  so  great  a  scarcity  of  provisions  that 
there  is  not  near  a  sufficient  quantity  in  the  State  for  the  consumption  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  this,  in  a  great  measure,  hath  been  caused  by  the  other 
New  England  states  having  neglected  to  supply  their  quotas  of  men  accord- 
ing to  the  agreements  entered  into  at  Springfield.  Besides  having  lost  a 
great  and  most  fertile  part  of  the  State,  and  having  the  most  exposed  places 
still  in  our  possession,  left  in  a  manner  uncultivated,  the  waste  and  con- 
sumption unavoidably  made  by  our  own  army,  more  especially  in  the  late 
expedition  to  Rhode  Island,  where  so  large  a  one  was  collected,  is  exces- 
sive. From  these  and  other  topics,  which  your  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  State  will  suggest,  you  will  represent  to  Congress  the  absolute  necessity 
of  our  raising  a  brigade  for  the  common  defence  and  safety  of  this  and  the 
United  States  ;  the  exhausted  state  of  our  finances,  and  our  inability  to  raise 
the  said  brigade  without  assistance  ;  and  you  will  use  your  utmost  influence 
to  procure  from  Congress  money  and  clothing  for  the  same.  The  General 
Assembly  have  assessed  this  State's  proportion  of  the  tax  for  1779,  recom- 
mended by  Congress  ;  one-half  to  be  paid  by  May  20th,  in  any  of  the  bills 
emitted  by  Congress,  and  the  other  by  December  1st,  in  which  the  bills  of 
May  20th,  1777,  and  April  11th,  1778,  are  not  to  be  received  unless  the 
inhabitants  choose  to  pay  the  same  before  May  20th.  They  have  also 
assessed  another  tax  of  60,000  pounds  to  supply  the  treasury,  to  be  paid  in 
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by  April  1st.     You  will  easily  conceive  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  the 
people  to  sustain  any  greater  burden. 

The  General  Assembly,  having  been  informed  that  it  was  in  contempla- 
tion to  change  the  route  of  the  post  through  this  State,  have  also  given  it 
to  me  in  charge  to  direct  you  lo  represent  the  inconvenience  that  will  arise 
from  his  passing  through  a  small  corner  of  the  State,  and  the  uneasiness  it 
will  occasion  to  the  inhabitants,  at  being  deprived  of  a  convenience  they 
have  enjoyed  almost  from  time  immemorial. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  esteem,  your 

Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

Gov.  Greene  to  William  Ellery. 

Warwick,  March  15th,  1779. 
Gentlemen  :  —  I  received  your  favor  of  the  9th  of  last  month,  prior  to 
which,  in  consequence  of  an  application  from  our  Assembly  to  that  of  Con- 
necticut, they  had  granted  us  liberty  to  purchase  there  7000  bushels  of  rye 
and  Indian  corn,  under  proper  regulations,  notwithstanding  which  it  was 
prudently  considered  by  Congress.  The  letter  to  you  by  me  signed  of  the 
11th  instant,  was  draughted  by  a  committtee  appointed  by  the  Assembly, 
and  as  I  think  they  have  not  been  so  particular  as  to  the  part  of  the  State 
the  post  is  to  ride  through  by  the  late  alteration,  and  Mr.  Hazard,  the  Sur- 
veyor General  of  the  post  road,  having  thought  proper  to  inform  me  upon 
the  occasion,  by  a  letter  from  Boston,  a  copy  of  which  I  think  proper  to 
insert  here,  that  you  may  be  informed  of  his  plan,  together  with  his  reasons 
for  making  the  alteration,  which  is  as  follows  : 

Boston,  March  11th,  1779. 
As  I  have  lately  been  under  the  necessity  of  altering  the  post  road 
through  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  I  beg  leave 
to  inform  your  Excellency  that,  iu  future,  the  driver  Avill  go  from  Provi- 
dence to  Norwich,  (instead  of  going  through  East  Greenwich,  Littlerest, 
and  Westerly,  as  formerly,)  and  from  Norwich  to  New  London.  This 
alteration  is  to  continue  no  longer  than  until  v\'e  recover  possession  of  New- 
port, when  the  post  road  will  be  the  same  as  hitherto. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

EBEN  HAZARD, 

Surveyor  of  the  Post  Road. 

Mr.  Hazard  doubtless  thought  it  his  duty  to  let  me  know  of  the  alteration, 
and  I  think  it  would  have  been  acting  a  much  more  prudent  part  had  he  taken 
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my  advice  before  he  made  it,  as  it  much  effects  the  inhabitants  of  this  State 
by  being  deprived  of  that  privilege,  the  post  taking  its  route  near  the  sea 
coast,  throughout  this  State,  ever  since  the  post  -was  first  established,  until 
the  last  week  ;  and  to  think  of  altering  the  route  of  the  post  now,  by  reason 
that  the  enemy  are  in  possession  of  Newport,  is  a  reason  that  I  am  well 
assured  will  not  be  approved  of  by  Congress,  as  that  alone  is  a  sufficient 
reason  for  continuing  in  the  same  route  he  has  ever  rode,  as  the  enemy,  by 
being  there,  have  it  in  their  power  to  land  upon  almost  any  part  of  the  main 
on  the  sea  coast  for  sixty  miles.  If  the  present  plan  be  adopted,  the  pub- 
lic as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  in  particular,  will  be  under  the 
necessity  of  being  at  the  expense  of  employing  expresses  from  the  different 
parts  of  the  State  to  the  southward  of  Providence,  to  do  business,  which 
otherwise  would  not  have  been  attended  with  any  in  the  usual  way,  and  as 
this  State  pays  their  full  pi'oportion  of  the  several  post  oflBces  throughout 
this  Continent,  it  appears  to  me  very  unreasonable  to  deprive  it  of  an 
advantage  which  will  add  a  burden  to  a  people  already  grievously  distressed. 
I  do,  therefore,  request  you,  in  behalf  of  this  State,  to  use  your  influence 
in  Congress  to  obtain  their  resolve  to  order  the  Post  Master  General  to  rec- 
tify the  route  of  the  post  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  vary  from  the  ancient 
custom. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem  and  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

AVILLIAM  GREENE. 

P.  S. —  The  Assembly  sets  in  Kings  County  and  Kent  one-half  of  the 
year,  and  in  one  of  which  the  Governor  at  present  has  his  residence,  through 
both  of  which  the  post  heretofore  went. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  March  16th,  1779. 

Sir  :  —  The  following  agreeable  news  from  South  Carolina,  given  to  us 
by  Col.  Laurens,  since  we  came  into  Congress  this  morning,  is  so  agreeable 
and  may  be  attended  with  such  happy  consequences,  that  we  have  snatched 
a  flying  moment  to  communicate  it  to  your  Excellency. 

Sunday,  about  1  o'clock  in  the  morning,  (Feb.  14th,)  Col.  Campbell, 
having  previously  destroyed  the  flat-bottomed  boats,  in  which  he  had 
intended  to  cross  Savannah  river,  into .  South  Carolina,  quickly  retired 
from  Fort  Augusta,  leaving  behind  him  all  his  sick  and  wounded,  with  a 
polite  note  recommending  them  to  the  care  of  Brigadier  General  Williamson, 
who  had  prepared  to  attack  the  fort  the  next  day.    * 

Gen.  Williamson  immediately  detached  Colg.  Mcintosh  and  Hammond 
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to  hang  on  the  skirts  of  the  fugitives.  These  officers  had  already  received 
many  deserters.  The  express  says  the  night  he  left  Charleston,  a  message 
was  received  from  Gen.  Williamson  informing  that  Cols.  Mcintosh  and 
Hammond  had  taken  all  the  enemy's  baggage,  killed  and  wounded  many  of 
their  troops,  and  that  many  more  deserters  had  come  in  from  them.  Col. 
Laurens  further  tells  us  that  Col.  Campbell  had  invited  the  Indians  to  a 
treaty  v/ith  him  to  no  purpose  ;  that  Gen.  Williamson  had  sent  wagons  with 
presents  to  them,  and  secured  them  to  our  interest,  and  that  he  had  taken 
effectual  measures  to  intercept  a  body  of  tories  from  the  back  parts  of  the 
country,  who  were  about  to  join  Col.  Campbell.  We  have  not  time  to 
mention  other  advantages  resulting  from  this  hapi)y  circumstance,  but  must 
leave  them  to  your  better  judgment. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

JOHN  COLLINS. 

John  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  March  30th,  1779. 
Sir  :  —  Congress  passed  a  resolution  yesterday  in  regard  to  the  Bahama 
Islands,  which  you  may  see  in  the  enclosed  paper.  On  Satui'day,  they 
resolved  to  raise  3000  black  soldiers  out  of  the  states  of  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina,  and  pay  one  thousand  dollars  a  head  for  them.  As  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  raised  a  bJack  regiment,  the  accounts  of  which,  I  suppose, 
are  not  yet  settled,  I  thought  it  proper  to  give  you  this  information. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  regard,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JOHN  COLLINS. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  April  Gth,  1779. 
Sir  :  —  Sometime  past,  we  had  the  honor  of  writing  yov;r  Excellency  a 
flying  letter,  giving  an  account  of  Lieut.  Col.  Campbell's  retreat  from 
Augusta.  Since  that,  we  have  received  no  account  from  Georgia.  Riv- 
ington,  in  his  lying  Gazette,  hath  told  the  public  that,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
a  body  of  our  troops,  under  Gen.  Egbert,  Avere  decoyed,  surprised,  and 
captured  or  cut  to  pieces  by  the  enemy.  As  more  than  a  month  has  elapsed 
since  the  4th  of  March,  and  we  have  received  no  intelligence,  it  is  concluded 
that  nothing  material  hath  taken  place  in  that  quarter.  We  have  nothing 
new  from  Europe  or  the  West  Indies,  and  our  home  intelligence  is  of  no 
great  importance.     Gen.  Washington,  a  few  days  since,  enclosed  to  us  an 
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extract  of  a  letter  of  Gen.  Maxwell,  dated  March  28tli,  advising  him  that, 
yesterday  and  the  day  before,  twenty-eight  sail  had  arrived  at  the  Hook, 
mostly  from  England,  and  that,  at"  the  same  time,  a  Hessian  Colonel,  with 
three  or  four  hundred  men,  last  from  Halifax,  landed  at  New  York  ;  that 
Gen.  Clinton  was  returned ;  that  it  was  reported  in  New  York  that  the 
expedition  was  over  owing  to  the  storm  ;  that  there  was  no  account  of  the 
return  of  the  British  troops  or  vessels  ;  that  Gambier,  with  six  or  seven 
ships  and  frigates,  designed,  it  is  said,  against  New  Loudon,  were  on  the 
outside  or  east  end  of  Long  Island  ;  that  the  troops  to  the  southward  were 
sickly,  and  that  Gen.  Grant  was  beat  by  the  French. 

Yesterday,  Congress  received  a  letter  from  the  General,  informing  that 
he  had  received  a  letter  from  Gen,  Putnam,  advising  that  fifteen  light  trans- 
ports, bound  from  Newport  to  New  York,-  were  cast  away  at  Sag  Harbor 
and  Gardner's  Island,  in  the  late  storm.  At  the  same  time,  we  received  a 
letter  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Fort  at  "Wyoming,  that  they  had 
been  surrounded  by  a  number  of  tories  and  Indians,  who  had  destroyed 
several  houses  and  barns,  and  carried  off  a  considerable  number  of  cattle. 

Thus,  sir,  we  have  re-collected  and  narrated  every  thing  that  hath  the 
appearance  of  news.  As  we  are  situated  at  the  very  centre  of  intelligence, 
and  this  is  an  interesting  period,  it  is  natural  to  think  that  we  are  but  sel- 
dom without  news  of  importance  ;  but  it  is  not  the  fact.  Weeks  frequently 
pass  away  without  a  word  of  information.  We  hope,  therefore,  that  we 
shall  not  be  censured  for  not  writing  oftener  than  we  do.  Whenever  any- 
thing occurs' that  respects  the  states,  or  is  of  any  consequence,  you  may  be 
sure  of  having  it  by  the  first  conveyance.  It  may  possibly  have  reached 
our  State,  that  this  State,  nicely  jealous  of  their  honor,  had  conceived  that 
they  were  not  treated  with  the  same  respect  and  justice  as  had  been  shown 
by  Congress  to  others.  There  have  been  such  suspicions,  but  they  are 
happily  removed.  Union  and  harmony  are  the  great  supports  of  our  Inde- 
pendency. We  have  not  received  the  copy  of  one  act,  since  we  have  been 
here,  passed  by  our  State,  in  pursuance  of  recommendations  of  Congress  ; 
nor  of  any  other  acts,  saving  one  respecting  a  supply  of  provisions,  and  one 
relative  to  our  quota  of  the  tax.  We  should  be  glad  to  know  what  passes 
in  government.  We  are  frequently  under  embarrassment  for  the  want  of 
such  knowledge. 

We  are,  this  moment,  informed  that  the  French  minister  hath  received 
advice  that  Count  D'Estaing  is  reinforced,  and  now  hath  one  more  ship 
than  Byron,  and  that  the  French  have  retaken  St.  Martins  and  another 
small  island  ;  have  also  retaken  a  frigate  and  taken  the  Liverpool. 

We  have  postponed  writing  until  the  post  was  ready  to  go  out ;  we  write  in 
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Congress,  and  therefore  hope  that  our  errors  and  inaccuracies  may  be  can- 
didly forgiven. 

AVe  are,  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
JOHN  COLLINS. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  April  20th,  1779. 

Sir  :  —  After  having  made  the  necessary  preparation,  we  moved  Con- 
gress, agreeably  to  your  directions,  on  Saturday  last.  Our  motion  met  with 
great  opposition,  owing  principally  to  the  State's  offering  an  additional  pay 
of  six  pounds  per  month.  If  this  was  allowed,  it  was  said,  that  Congress 
would  be  obliged  to  advance  the  pay  of  the  Continental  battalions,  which 
would  occasion  such  a  large  sum  of  money  to  issue,  as  would  entirely  over- 
whelm and  destroy  the  sinking  credit  of  our  currency.  TTe  were  obliged  to 
submit  to  an  amendment  to  this  purpose,  that  the  said  brigade  should  be 
entitled  to  Continental  pay,  clothing,  subsistence,  and  to  a  bounty  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  dollars.  Congress  adjourned  before  the  amendment 
passed.  Yesterday  we  brought  the  matter  on  the  carpet  again,  when  the 
bounty  was  objected  to,  it  being  the  same  as  the  bounty  given  to  Continen- 
tal soldiers,  who  should  enlist  during  the  war.  After  much  debate,  it  was 
reduced  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  is  the  bounty  offered  by  the 
State.  The  reason  why  two  hundred  dollars  bounty  was  proposed,  was 
because  that  was  the  bounty  which  was  allowed  to  the  troops  to  be  raised 
in  North  Carolina  and  Virginia.  "We  imagined  that  we  had  got  through 
all  our  difficulties  ;  but  now  it  was  contended  that  the  resolutions  did  not 
restrain  the  State  from  giving  the  additional  pay,  and  that  it  ought  to  be 
restrained  ;  and  therefore  an  amendment  was  proposed  that,  after  approving 
the  raisng  a  brigade  to  be  clothed,  paid,  subsisted,  and  to  be  allowed  a 
bounty  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  words  like  these  should 
be  added  : — "  Upon  these  conditions,  that  the  State  should  not  give  any 
additional  pay  to  the  Continental  pay."  Here  a  debate  arose,  which  was 
continued  until  the  time  arrived  for  an  adjournment.  How  this  matter  will 
be  decided,  or  when,  I  cannot  tell.  "We  are  determined  to  attempt  bringing 
it  on  this  day  again. 

"While  I  was  writing  the  last  sentence,  an  opportunity  offered,  we 
embraced  it,  but  was  obliged  to  give  way  to  the  order  of  the  day.  "We 
will  continue  to  urge  this  matter  to  a  conclusion,  until  it  be  finished.  Since 
this  motion  hath  been  on  the  carpet,  we  have  received  a  letter  from  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  in  which  he  desires  that  Congress  might  determine 
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which  they  would  choose, — the  Continental  battalion  should  be  filled,  or  the 
proposed  brigade.  We  have  not  proposed  that  question,  because  it  would, 
in  our  opinion,  entirely  defeat  the  design  of  the  Assembly,  expressed  fully 
in  your  Excellency's  letter,  and  we  were  uncertain  whether  his  honor's  let- 
ter was  private  or  official.  Mr.  Ellery  hath  Avritten  fully  to  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  on  this  subject,  and  begs  your  Excellency  to  be  referred  for  want 
of  time,  and  on  account  of  the  situation  he  writes  in,  to  that  letter.  We 
have  laid  the  business  of  the  alteration  of  the  route  through  our  State  before 
the  post  office  committee,  and  the  committee  have  dii-ected  Mr.  Hazard  to 
take  measures  immediately  for  the  post's  proceeding  in  his  ususal  route.  I 
saw  Mr.  Hazard  this  morning,  and  he  assured  me  that  he  would  imme- 
diately pursue  the  orders  of  the  committee. 

We  have  nothing  new,  excepting  what  is  in  the  enclosed  papers.  It  is 
said  that  a  vessel  hath  arrived  at  Chesapeake  bay,  from  France.  Whether 
it  be  true  or  not,  we  cannot  tell,  nor  whether  it  be  true  she  hath  brought 
any  news.  We  are  in  daily  expectation  of  intelligence  from  Europe.  When 
any  arrives,  we  will  communicate  it.  We  have  only  to  add  now,  that  we 
are,  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

JOHN  COLLINS. 


Gov.  Greene  to  Messrs.  Ellery  and  Collins. 

Providence,  April  26th,  1779. 
Gentlemen  :  —  At  the  request  of  the  Council  of  War,  I  enclose  an  open 
letter  to  Congress  for  your  perusal.  You  will  immediately  seal  and  present 
it.  Your  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  subject  will  enable  you  to  urge 
many  additional  arguments  in  support  of  our  request.  And  I  am  desired 
by  the  Council  of  War  to  instruct  you  to  exert  your  utmost  endeavors  to 
obtain  an  early  and  satisfactory  answer.  Should  Congress  comply  with 
our  request,  you  will  immediately  have  a  copy  of  orders  transmitted  to  Gen. 
Washington,  and  another  copy  by  express  to  me.  The  Secretary  informs 
me  that  he  hath  in  the  office  but  two  Continental  commissions  for  privateers. 
You  Avill  therefore  apply  for  some  and  send  them  by  the  same  or  the  first 
good  conveyance. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem,  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 
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Council  of  War  to  President  of  Congress. 

State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  in  Cocncil  of  War.,  ) 
Providence,  April  26th,  1779.  ) 

Sir  :  —  In  December,  1776,  the  enemy  took  possession  of  Rhode  Island, 
with  a  great  force,  and  the  other  islands,  belonging  to  our  State  conse- 
quently fell  into  their  hands.  The  remaining  part  of  the  State  is  only  a  strip 
of  land  bordering  upon  the  sea,  not  having  a  fort  in  it  twenty  miles  from  a 
good  landing  place.  Rhode  Island  is  nearly  the  centre,  from  whence  the 
enemy  may  arrive  at  Providence,  (which  at  present  is  the  capital  of  the 
State,)  or  at  any  other  of  the  trading  towns,  in  so  short  a  time  after  their 
embarkation,  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  assemble  a  body  of  militia  to 
oppose  them  before  they  have  affected  their  business  and  retreated.  And 
further,  our  most  fertile  land  lies  upon  the  coast,  exposed  to  the  ravages  of 
the  enemy.  In  this  situation,  not  having  any  Continental  troops  in  the 
State,  and  receiving  but  little  assistance  from  the  neighboring  states,  we 
ordered  a  brigade  of  1800  men,  to  be  raised  for  fifteen  months,  and  were 
obliged  for  some  time  to  call  the  whole  militia  upon  duty,  and  to  keep  out 
one-third  of  all  our  fencible  men  many  months. 

In  the  spring  of  1777,  an  attack  upon  Rhode  Island  was  meditated,  but 
after  collecting  a  comfortable  body  of  men,  it  was  given  up.  By  the  pre- 
paration for  this  attack,  the  State  was  put  to  very  great  expense,  and  was 
much  distressed.  In  September  following,  the  plan  of  another  expedition  to 
Rhode  Island  was  concerted,  in  Avhich  more  than  half  the  fencible  men  in 
the  State  were  employed  for  a  month.  This  also  failed.  In  the  spring  of 
the  year  following,  the  brigade  having  served  their  limited  time,  we  were 
obliged  to  raise  another  of  1500  men  for  twelve  months.  We  continued 
from  time  to  time  to  call  forth  a  considerable  part  of  our  militia,  until 
August,  1778,  when  the  last  expedition  to  Rhode  Island  took  place.  In 
this  expedition,  so  intolerable  had  been  the  suffering  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
so  great  their  zeal  to  expel  the  enemy,  that  all  our .  fencible  men  were 
ordered  into  the  service.  The  Convention  of  the  New  England  states, 
which  met  at  Providence,  in  December,  1776,  were  so  sensible  of  the  ina- 
bility of  this  State  to  defend  itself  against  the  common  enemy,  that  they 
entered  into  stipulations,  that  the  three  other  states  should  furnish  certain 
quotas  of  men  for  the  defence  of  this,  which  were  approved  by  Congress. 
These  stipulations,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  (though  sometimes  partially,)  were 
never  fully  complied  with.  Indeed,  for  months  together,  we  have  had  no 
troops  from  either  of  those  states.  Owing  to  these  causes,  we  have  been 
under  the  cruel  necessity  of  taking  the  inhabitants  from  their  farms  in  the 
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season  of  plowing,  planting,  sowing,  and  gathering  in  their  crops  ;  by  which 
means  husbandry  hath  been  neglected,  the  State  impoverished,  and  we  are 
now  almost  upon  the  verge  of  a  famine.  Since  the  arrival  of  the  brigade 
under  the  command  of'Gen.  Vamum  and  Gen.  Glover,  and  of  Col.  Jack- 
son's regiment,  the  State  hath  been  much  eased.  We  have,  nevertheless, 
been  obliged  to  keep  part  of  our  militia  upon  duty.  The  enemy  are  now 
six  thousand  strong,  in  the  very  heart  of  the  State.  The  time  for  which 
the  State's  brigade  was  enlisted  expired  on  the  16th  of  March  last. 
Another  is  ordered,  but  as  yet  we  have  reinlisted  but  about  three  hundred 
and  fifty  of  them,  owing  principally  to  the  want  of  money  to  pay  their 
bounties,  and  the  gi-eat  discouragement  the  service  hath  received  by  the 
soldiers  not  having  been  paid  any  wages  for  several  months  past.  The 
states  of  Connecticut  and  New  Hampshire  do  not  even  encourage  us  to 
expect  a  single  man  from  them.  Massachusetts  Bay,  it  is  true,  has  ordered 
a  regiment  of  five  hundred  to  our  relief,  of  which  about  forty  only  have 
arrived ;  nor  do  we  see  any  prospect  of  their  soon  completing  the  number 
ordered.  The  enemy  are  in  possession  of  one-third  part  of  the  whole  State, 
in  value.  Our  commerce,  from  whence  we  derived  great  part  of  our  sub- 
sistence, is  in  a  manner  annihilated.  The  inhabitants  have  been  harrassed 
beyond  measure.  The  State  is  burdened  with  debt,  reduced  to  poverty, 
and  cannot  even  support  their  brigade  now  raising,  without  the  aid  of  Con- 
gress. And  we  have  not,  exclusive  of  our  own  militia,  more  than  3000 
men  upon  duty  in  the  State.  In  this  most  critical  and  deplorable  situation, 
we  are  much  surprised  at  an  order  received  from  his  Excellency,  Gen. 
Washington,  for  Gen.  Glover's  brigade  to  hold  itself  in  readiness  to  march 
from  the  State,  upon  the  shortest  notice.  The  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves 
and  to  our  country  compels  us  to  remonstrate  against  this  order.  Should  it 
be  carried  into  execution,  our  whole  sea  coast  must  be  depopulated,  unless 
we  call  forth  our  militia  to  guard  against  it.  And  of  the  two  evils  we  can 
hardly  say  which  we  would  choose.  Nay,  our  very  existence  as  one  of  the 
United  States  wUl  be  greatly  endangered. 

We  cannot  avoid  observing  that  a  distinction  seems  to  have  been  made 
between  this  and  every  other  state  invaded  by  the  enemy  ;  there  being  no 
other  in  which  the  enemy  have  posted  themselves  with  force,  left  in  so 
defenceless  a  condition.  Nor  can  we  help  humbly  giving  our  opinion  that 
there  is  no  place  where  so  great  proportions  of  the  Continental  troops  can  be 
more  usefully  employed  than  in  this  State,  which  at  present  contains  a  third 
part  of  the  whole  strength  the  enemy  have  in  the  United  States.  We, 
therefore,  must  earnestly  request  Congres,  to  take  the  matter  in  immediate 
consideration,  and  to  give  directions  to  his  Excellency  Gen.  Washington  not 
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to  call  Gen.  Glover's  brigade  out  of  the  State,  until  it  shall  be  replaced  by 
an  equal  number  of  other  Continental  troops. 

At  the  request,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Council  of  War,  I  have  the  honor 
to  subscribe  myself,  with  great  respect,  sir. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  May  4th,  1779. 
Sir  :  —  After  encountering  every  obstacle  that  ingenuity  could  throw  in 
the  way  of  our  motion,  and  after  amendments  and  postponings  without 
number,  at  length  Congress,  this  minute,  came  to  the  enclosed  resolution, 
which  was  the  best  that  our  utmost  efforts  could  obtain.  The  post,  being 
just  about  to  set  out,  Avill  not  admit  of  our  enlarging.  The  only  news  that 
we  have  to  communicate  is  an  annunciation  of  the  birth  of  a  princess,  in  a 
letter  from  the  King  of  France  to  Congress,  with  fresh  assurances  of  his 
friendship. 

We  beg  leave  to  renew  our  expressions  of  regard  for  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  &c.,  and  to  your  Excellency,  and  to  assure  you  that  we  are 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S. —  Time  will  not  allow  my  waiting  for  Mr.  Collins  to  sign  this  letter. 

The  resolution  referred  to  was  as  follows :  — 

That  Congress  approve  the  raising  of  a  brigade  of  1500  men  by  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  for  the  common  defence  of  that 
and  the  United  States,  for  the  space  of  one  year  ;  to  be  entitled  to  Conti- 
nental pay,  clothing  and  subsistence,  and  a  bounty  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  for  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  ;  upon 
condition  that  no  further  or  other  wages  be  allowed  to  the  said  men,  by  the 
said  State,  than  what  is  paid  to  other  Continental  troops. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  May  8th,  1779. 
Sir  :  —  We  had  the  honor  of  enclosing  in  a  letter  hastily  written  to  your 
Excellency,  last  Tuesday,  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  Congress,  approving  the 
raising  of  a  brigade  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.  And  on  Friday 
morning  last,  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  April,  enclosing  a  letter  to 
Congress  open.     We  perused,  sealed  and  presented  it  to  the  President.     It 
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was  read  and  referred  to  Gen.  "Washington,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed 
resolution. 

We  took  this  opportunity  and  brought  upon  the  tapis  our  motion  recom- 
mending to  our  sister  states  to  send  to  and  keep  up  their  quotas  of  militia 
in  our  State, — which  passed.  A  copy  of  it  we  now  enclose  to  your  Excel- 
lency. We  will  procure  the  commissions  you  require  and  send  them  by  the 
post.  We  have  spoken  to  the  President  for  them,  but  he  could  not  prepare 
them  to  be  sent  by  this  opportunity.  We  hope  that  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress will  be  agreeable  to  the  State  and  produce  happy  effects.  The  con- 
dition annexed  to  the  resolution  approving  the  raising  a  brigade  in  our 
State,  we  would  have  prevented  if  it  had  been  in  our  power,  but  it  was 
impossible  as  you  will  see  when  the  journals  are  printed.  As  to  those 
soldiers  who  shall  be  enlisted  before  the  resolution  reaches  your  Excellency 
there  can  be,  we  think,  no  difficulty.  As  to  those  who  may  be  enlisted 
thereafter,  the  State  will  add  their  bounty,  or  devise  some  other  method 
which  will  give  them  satisfaction  without  violating  that  condition.  If  Con- 
gress should  have  approved  of  giving  additional  pay  to  the  soldiers  of  our 
brigade,  they  must  have  advanced  the  pay  of  all  the  Continental  soldiers, 
which,  at  this  time,  would  prove  ruinous  to  our  finances.  When  money  is 
"wanted  to  pay  the  troops  in  our  State,  or  for  other  military  purposes,  the 
best  way  would  be  for  the  paymaster  to  write  to  the  Treasury  Board,  set- 
ting forth  the  sum  wanted,  and  the  uses  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied,  and  to 
have. his  application  backed  by  the  commanding  officer,  in  his  department. 
A  sum  of  money  which  issued  from  the  treasury  for  the  paymaster,  not 
long  since,  we  imagined,  had  not  reached  the  State  when  your  letter  was 
wrote. 

A  letter  from  Gen.  Gates,  in  Avhich  he  applies  for  money,  came  to  Con- 
gress by  the  last  post,  and  is  referred  to  the  Treasury  Board,  wdth  the 
President  whereof  I  have  conversed  on  the  subject.  The  recommendation 
to  our  neighboring  states,  to  send  to  our  defence  their  stipulated  quotas, 
will,  Ave  believe,  have  little  or  no  effect  upon  Connecticut,  her  shores  being 
exposed  to  the  enemy.  We  expect  that  it  will  stimulate  New  Hampshire 
and  Massachusetts  Bay  to  a  performance  of  their  engagements,  for  they  are 
without  any  reasonable  excuse.  We  trust  that  Gen.  Washington  will 
attend  to  the  necessities  of  our  State,  and  not  deem  it  inconsistent  with  the 
good  of  the  service  to  let  Gen.  Glover's  brigade  remain  there,  at  least  until 
our  brigade  shall  be  completed,  and  our  sister  states  shall  have  furnished  us 
their  quotas.  We  were  about  to  write  to  him  upon  this  subject,  but,  upon 
being  informed  by  Col.  Wheelock,  the  bearer  of  your  Excellency's  letter, 
that  the  State  had  written  to  Generals  Washington  and  Greene,  we  relin- 
quish our  design. 
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We  have  reason  to  tliink  that  Great  Britain  will  strengthen  her  armies 
in  America,  and  that  they  will  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power  this  campaign.  It  behooves  us,  therefore,  to  guard  ourselves.  They 
have  possessed  themselves  of  Georgia,  and  aim  at  the  possession  of  South 
Carolina.  If  they  should  obtain  that,  and  add  our  State  to  their  acquisi- 
tions, which  God  in  His  infinite  mercy  forbid,  the  war  would  be  protracted 
to  a  most  ruinous  length,  and  we  must  be  compelled  to  submit  to  a  disad- 
vautageoTis  and  dishonorable  peace.  We  have  had  no  news  from  the  south- 
ern army  for  sixteen  days  past.  Col.  Laurens  told  Mr.  Ellery  yesterday, 
that  he  heard  it  was  said  at  New  York  that  there  had  been  an  action 
between  Gen.  Lincoln  and  Prevost,  in  which  the  former  had  gained  an 
advantage.  We  wish  it  may  be  true.  Last  week,  the  King  of  France,  in 
a  letter  to  Congress,  announced  the  birth  of  a  princess,  and  gave  us  fresh 
and  strong  assurances  of  his  friendship.  A  committee,  according  to  form 
and  etiquette,  waited  upon  the  minister  with  their  congratulations  on  this 
happy  occasion,  and  a  proper  answer  will  be  written  to  the  letter  of  his 
most  Christian  Majesty.  Congress  are  now  engaged  in  our  foreign  affairs, 
and,  as  soon  as  they  can  get  through  them,  will  take  up  the  business  of 
financing.  We  are  almost  worn  out  with  a  constant  attendance  on  Con- 
gress for  seven  months,  and  wish  that  two  of  the  gentlemen  now  elected 
may  come  on  immediately.  If  anything  new  should  come  to  hand  between 
this  and  the  next  post,  we  will  impart  it  to  him.  In  the  mean  time,  we 
have  only  to  add,  that  we  are,  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  respect,  . 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
JOHN  COLLINS. 

In  May,  1778,  Congress  was  in  session  in  Yorktown,  Penn- 
sylvania. On  Wednesday,  June  24tE,  it  was  resolved  that, 
on  the  Saturday  following,  the  meeting  should  be  adjourned 
to  the  second  day  of  July,  then  to  meet  at  the  state  house  in 
Philadelphia.  On  Tuesday,  July  7th,  a  quorum  assembled 
there  for  business.  President  Laurens  resigned  his  office  on 
the  9th  of  December,  and,  on  the  following  day,  John  Jay, 
a  delegate  from  New  York,  was  elected  to  succeed  him. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  1778,  Congress  received  dis- 
patches from  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States,  among 
which  was  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce  between  France 
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and  the  United  States.  On  the  6th  day  of  August  following, 
Mons.  Gerard,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  had 
an  audience  with  Congress.  French  vessels  of  war  soon 
appeared  on  the  coasts  of  this  country,  giving  countenance 
and  efficient  aid  to  the  States,  and  inflicting  serious  injuries 
to  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain.  Dr.  Franklin  was 
appointed  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  France,  on  the  14th  of 
September,  1778. 

Congress  continued  its  exertions  to  keep  up  the  value  of 
bills  of  credit,  and  this  State,  with  others,  united  in  the  labor. 
So,  also,  in  regard  to  the  monopolizing  of  articles  of  food  and 
necessaries  for  the  army,  and  the  regulating  of  the  prices  of 
such  articles.  But  bills  of  credit  continued  to  depreciate  as 
the  quantity  in  circulation  was  increased,  and  the  time  of 
payment  was,  by  circumstances,  deferred.  Nominal  prices 
of  all  articles,  of  course,  advanced  in  the  same  proportion 
that  the  value  of  the  circulating  medium  depreciated. 

Reference  has  been  had  to  Sullivan's  expedition  on  Rhode 
Island,  and  the  burning  of  Warren  and  Bristol.  These  were 
the  only  military  movements  in  this  State  during  the  year. 

It  appears  from  the  Journals  of  Congress  that  the  services 
of  the  delegates  from  this  State  were  required  on  many  com- 
mittees, and  some  of  great  importance.  On  the  9th  of  June, 
a  letter  from  Gen.  Washington  was  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three  ;  on  the  11th,  another  letter  from  Gen.  Washington, 
enclosing  one  of  the  9th,  to  him,  from  Gen.  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, informing  him  that  the  Earl  of  Carlile,  jMi*.  Eden,  and 
Gov.  Johnstone,  three  of  the  commissioners  for  restoring 
peace,  had  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  and  requesting  a  passport 
for  Dr.  Ferguson,  their  secretary,  with  a  letter  from  them 
to  Congress,  and  a  copy  of  Gen.  Washington's  answ^er,  were 
referred  to  the  same  committee.  The  committee  consisted  of 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  IVIr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Marchant.  On  the  next 
day  they  made  a  report  in  relation  to  the  letter  of  the  9th, 

15 
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and  its  enclosures,  On  tlie  13th,  while  this  matter  was 
under  debate,  there  arrived  another  letter  from  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, and  one  from  the  British  Commissioners,  directed  to 
"  His  Excellency  Henry  Laurens,  the  President,  and  other 
members  of  Congress,"  and  dated  June  9th.  This  letter 
contained  offensive  language  against  his  most  Christian 
Majesty,  upon  coming  to  which  the  further  reading  of  the 
letter  was  suspended.  The  other  papers  accompanying  this 
letter  were  read  on  the  16th,  and  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee of  five.  They  consisted  of  two  other  letters  from  the 
said  Commissioners,  a  copy  of  the  commission  under  which 
they  acted,  and  three  acts  of  Parliament.  In  the  afternoon 
the  committee  to  whom  the  letters  and  papers  of  the  British 
Commissioners  had  been  referred,  reported  a  draft  of  a  reply, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted.     It  was  as  follows  : — 

I  have  received  the  letter  from  your  Excellencies,  of  the  9th  instant,  with 
the  enclosures,  and  laid  them  before  Congress.  Nothing  but  an  earnest 
desire  to  spare  the  further  effusion  of  human  blood  would  have  induced  them 
to  read  a  paper  containing  expressions  so  disrespectful  to  his  most  Christian 
Majesty,  the  good  and  great  ally  of  these  states,  or  to  consider  propositions 
so  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  an  independent  nation.  The  acts  of  the 
British  Parliament,  the  commission  from  your  sovereign,  and  your  letter, 
suppose  the  people  of  these  States  to  be  subjects  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  and  are  founded  on  the  idea  of  dependence,  which  is  utterly 
inadmissible. 

I  am  further  directed  to  inform  your  Excellencies,  that  Congress  are 
inclined  to  peace,  notwithstanding  the  unjust  claims  from  which  this  war 
originated,  and  the  savage  manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted.  They 
will,  therefore,  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  a  treaty  of  peace 
and  commerce,  not  inconsistent  with  treaties  already  subsisting,  when  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  shall  demonstrate  a  sincere  disposition  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  only  solid  proof  of  that  disposition,  wUl  be  an  explicit  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  independence  of  these  States,  or  the  withdrawing  of  his 
fleets  and  armies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

HENRY  LAURENS. 
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Notwithstanding  the  explicit  terms  of  the  foregoing  letter, 
the  British  Commissioners  sent  another  letter  to  President 
Laurens,  which  was  received  on  the  18th.  As  it  did  not 
contain  that  e'^idence  of  a  disposition  for  peace  that  Congress 
had  intimated,  they  resolved  that  no  answer  should  be  given 
to  it.  They  ordered  it  published  with  their  resolution,  and 
also  two  letters  from  Gov.  Johnstone, — one  to  Robert  Morris, 
Esq.,  and  one  to  Mr.  Dana,  a  delegate  from  Massachusetts. 
For  it  had  been  ascertained  that  some  one  or  more  of  these 
Commissioners  had  been  attempting  to  influence,  not  only 
delegates  in  Congress,  but  influential  individuals  in  different 
states,  to  sacrifice  their  country  and  join  its  invaders.  These 
practices,  especially  on  the  part  of  Gov.  Johnstone,  one  of 
the  Commissioners,  drew  from  Congress,  on  the  11th  of 
August,  a  public  declaration  and  manifesto,  setting  forth  the 
particular  facts  of  this  character  known  to  Congress,  accom- 
panied by  the  following  resolutions  :■■ — 

Resolved,  That  as  Congress  feel,  so  they  ought  to  demonstrate  the 
'highest  and  most  pointed  indignation  against  such  daring  and  atrocious 
attempts  to  corrupt  their  integrity. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  incompatible  with  the  honor  of  Congress  to  hold 
any  manner  of  correspondence  or  intercourse  with  the  said  George  John- 
stone, Esq.,  especially  to  negotiate  with  him  upon  affairs  in  which  the  cause 
of  liberty  is  interested. 

In  the  course  of  the  investigation  on  this  subject,  it 
appeared  that  Gov.  Johnstone  had  caused  Joseph  Reed,  one 
of  the  delegates  from  Pennsylvania,  to  be  informed  that,  if  he 
would  engage  his  interest  to  promote  a  reiinion  between  the 
two  countries,  he  (Mr.  Reed)  might  have  £10,000  sterling, 
and  any  office  in  the  colonies  in  his  Majesty's  gift.  ]\Ir. 
Reed's  reply  is  worthy  of  note.  "  He  was  not  worth  pur- 
chasing, but  such  as  he  was,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  was 
not  rich  enough  to  do  it."    The  publication  of  facts  like  these 
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tended,  in  a  great  degree,  to  neutralize  the  acts  of  the  British 
Commissioners,  still  they  continued  to  circulate  their  mani- 
festo and  declaration  in  the  states,  offering  a  pardon  to  all 
who  should,  within  a  certain  time,  withdraw  from  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  colonies.  Sometimes  they  did  this  under 
the  sanctity  of  a  flag  of  truce.  Congress  again  foiled  their 
attempts  by  resolutions  declaring  that  the  agents  for  such 
purposes  should  not  be  protected  by  a  flag  of  truce,  and 
directing,  at  the  same  time,  such  seditious  papers,  when 
found  on  any  such  agent,  to  be  published  in  the  newspapers. 
At  the  expiration  of  the  time  assigned,  receiving  no  applica- 
tions for  pardon,  the  Commissioners  returned  to  Great  Britain. 
As  a  further  specimen  of  the  forms-  of  correspondence 
adopted  by  Congress,  is  the  following,  signed  by  the  Secre- 
tary, in  reply  to  a  letter  directed  to  "  His  Excellency  Henry 
Laurens,  Esq.,  the  President,  and  others,  the  members  of  the 
American  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,"  signed  "  H.  Clinton," 
and  dated  at  Xew  York,  September  19th,  1778 : — 

Sir,  I  am  directed  to  iuform  you  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States^ 
of  America  make  no  answer  to  insolent  letters. 
I  am,  &c. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  a  letter  from  Gen.  Sullivan,  enclosing 
one  from  Gov.  Trumbull,  and  one  from  Gov.  Greene,  was 
referred  to  Mr.  S.  Adams,  ^Mr.  Wentworth,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr. 
Sherman,  and  Mr.  Hancock.  It  resulted  in  the  recommen- 
dation of  Congress  to  Massachusetts  to  send  forward  more 
soldiers  to  Rhode  Island  than  the  quota  formerly  agreed 
upon  ;  to  Gen.  Washington  to  order  the  Continental  battalion 
of  the  State  to  march  to  the  relief  of  the  State,  if  it  could  be 
done  without  injury  to  the  general  cause ;  to  the  board 
of  war  to  furnish  Gen.  Sullivan  with  2000  muskets  ;  and  to 
the  navy  board  to  build  three  galleys  for  the  defence  of  the 
State.     On  the  9th  of  June,  Mr.  Marchant  and  three  others 
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■were  added  to  the  treasury  board.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
conimittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  papers  .relative  to  Col. 
Flowers,  commissary  general  of  military  stores,  for  malprac- 
tice in  office.  They  reported,  after  a  minute  inquiry,  that 
the  charges  were  groundless.  A  memorial  of  the  commis- 
sary general  of  prisoners  was  referred  to  Mr.  Dyer,  IVIr. 
Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  Marchant.  Subsequently  several 
letters  and  petitions  in  relation  to  the  subject  matter  of  the 
memorial  were  sent  to  the  same  committee.  On  the  26th  of 
August,  a  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  sent  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three ;  on  the  6th  of  October,  a  letter  from  Gov. 
Houston,  of  Georgia,  to  a  like  committee,  and  on  the  20th 
of  October  a  letter  from  the  commissary  general  of  purchases. 
Mr.  Marchant  was  a  member  of  each  of  these  committees. 
Congress,  on  the  2Tth  of  October,  appointed  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
INIr.  Scudder,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Marchant  to  investigate 
reports,  that  the  indulgence  of  parols  had  been  granted  to 
prisoners  of  the  convention  troops,  (Gen.  Burgoyne's.)  in 
consideration  of  money  paid  for  the  same.  On  the  1st  of 
October,  a  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five,  one  of  whom  was  Mr.  Marchant. 

Mr.  Ellery  was  added  to  the  committee  on  commerce  the 
day  after  he  took  his  seat  in  November.  On  the  12th  of 
December,  a  letter  from  W.  Bingham,  at  Martinique,  enclos- 
ing a  copy  of  one  from  him  to  Gov.  Biirt,  and  the  Governor's 
reply,  relative  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  was  referred  to 
Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Ellery,  and  Mr.  G.  Morris.  Mr.  Collins  was 
also  placed  on  the  committee  appointed  January  4th,  1779, 
to  apportion  the  quotas  of  taxes  to  be  paid  by  the  states, 
during  the  year,  for  redeeming  the  Continental  bills  of 
credit.  On  the  following  day,  Mr  Paca,  Mr.  Ellery,  and  Mr. 
Laurens  were  added  to  the  committee  on  the  post  office.  In 
January,  1779,  Congress  caused  an  investigation  to  be  made 
relative  to  certain  charges  made  against  Robert  Morris,  in 
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transacting  the  commercial  business  of  the  United  States,  by 
a  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr. 
Ellsworth,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams.  They  reported 
that  Mr.  Morris  had  acted  in  the  matter  investigated  "  with 
fidelity  and  integrity,  and  an  honorable  zeal  for  the  happi- 
ness of  his  country,"  which  report  was  adopted  unanimously 
by  Congress. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  Congress  appointed  a  committee 
"  to  take  into  consideration  the  foreign  affairs  of  the  United 
States,  the  conduct  of  the  late  and  present  commissioners  of 
these  states  in  Europe,"  among  whom  was  Mr.  Ellery.  This 
committee  reported  April  15th. 

The  inhabitants  of  Bermuda,  by  a  memorial  to  Congress, 
represented  that  they  were  in  deep  distress  for  the  want  of 
provisions.  It  was  referred  to  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Fell,  and  Mr. 
Laurens.  They  reported  that  the  statement  in  the  memorial 
was  true,  but  that  there  were  two  Bri<-ish  ships  of  war  there 
stationed,  and  the  garrison  manned  by  British  soldiers  ;  and 
therefore  it  was  not  certain  that  provisions  sent  to  the  relief 
of  the  inhabitants,  would  ever  reach  them.  The  committee, 
it  seems,  swayed  by  duty  to  then*  country,  disregarded  the 
pleadings  of  humanity,  and  reported  against  the  petition  of 
the  memorialists  for  relief.  The  states  were  equally  divided 
on  the  question,  and  recommitted  the  memorial  and  report. 
On  the  7th  of  May,  the  committee  so  far  yielded  to  the  dis- 
tresses of  these  islanders,  that  they  recommended  that  the 
executives  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  North  Carolina  do  permit  one  thousand  bushels  of  Indian 
corn  to  be  exported  from  each,  for  then*  relief.  Congress 
then  resolved,  by  a  large  majority  of  states,  that  it  is  "  highly 
inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  memorial."  The 
matter  came  up  again  before  Congress  on  the  17th  of  May, 
when  another  committee  reported  that  they  were  satisfied 
that  the  distresses  of  the  Bermudians  had  not  been  exaggera- 
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ted,  and  that  any  provisions  arriving  at  the  island  for  the 
inhabitants,  would  be  faithfully  and  entirely  applied  to  their 
use ;  and,  therefore,  reported  the  same  resolution  which  had 
been  rejected  on  the  7th ;  which  resolution,  after  being 
amended  by  striking  out  North  Carolina,  was  passed,  only 
three  states  voting  in  the  negative. 


CHAPTER    Y. 

1779  TO  MAT,  1780. 


Stephen  Hopkins,  "William  Ellery,  Henry  Marchant,  and  John  Collins 
elected  Delegates  at  the  General  Election  in  May — Commissions — 
Attendance  of  the  Delegates — Correspondence  between  the  Delegates  and 
the  Executive — Summary  of  the  Sessions  and  Acts  of  Congress — Review 
of  the  Labors  of  the  Delegates  from  Rhode  Island. 

At  the  general  election  in  May,  1779,  Stephen  Hopkins, 
William  Ellery,  Henry  Marchant,  and  John  Collins  were 
elected  delegates  from  this  State,  for  the  year  ensuing.  They 
received  commissions  of  the  following  tenor : — 

By  his  Excellency  William  Greene,  Esq.,  Governor,  Captain-General, 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  and  over  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations, 

To ,  Esquire,  Greeting  : 

"Whereas,  By  the  free  vote  of  the  freemen  of  said  State,  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  May,  inst.,  you,  the  said was  elected  a  dele- 
gate to  represent  the  said  State  for  one  year,  in  the  General  Congress  of 
delegates  from  the  thirteen  United  States  of  America,  sitting  at  Philadelphia, 
in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  or  wherever  the  same  may  sit ;  I  do,  there- 
fore, in  the  name  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  said  State,  hereby 
authorize,  empower  and  commissionate  you  the  said ,  in  con- 
junction with  the  other  delegates  that  are  or  may  be  elected  delegates  of  the 
said  State,  or  separately  or  alone,  in  case  of  the  sickness  or  necessary 
absence  of  the  other  delegates  of  the  said  State,  to  represent  the  said  State 
in  General  Congress  ;  and,  in  behalf  thereof,  to  join  with  the  delegates  from 
the  other  states,  or  major  part  of  them,  in  all  such  measures  as  shall  be 
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thought  best  for  defending  and  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  said  United 
States,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  given,  or  that  may  be  given  you,  by  the 
General  Assembly. 

This  commission,  so  far  as  it  empowers  you  to  act  separately  and  alone, 
is  to  continue  good  in  that  respect,  until  the  ratification  of  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  by  each  and  every  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  upon  Avhich 
event  any  two  of  the  said  delegates,  if  no  more  than  three  are  present,  or 
otherwise  the  major  part  of  those  present  are  empowered  to  execute  this 
commission,  which  is  also  to  be  understood  to  continue  in  force  until  you 
shall  be  superseded,  and  another  delegate  shall  appear  to  take  your  place. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  said  State,  this  8th  day  of  May, 
A.  D.  1779,  and  in  the  third  year  of  the  Independece  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

By  his  Excellency's  command, ,  Governor. 

,  Secretary. 

At  the  date  of  this  commission,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Collins 
were  attending  Congress.  On  the  14th  of  June,  ]Mr.  Mar- 
chant  produced  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  from  this 
State.  For  a  short  time,  the  State  had  three  delegates  pre- 
sent in  Congress.  Mr.  Ellery  obtained  leave  of  absence  on 
the  2d  day  of  July,  and  did  not  return  to  his  seat  until  the 
30th  day  of  November,  on  which  day  Mr.  Marchant  obtained 
leave  of  absence,  and  did  not  resume  his  seat  during  the  year 
of  his  appointment.  Mr.  Collins  appears  in  his  seat  up  to 
September  24th.  Soon  after  that,  he  left  and  returned  on 
the  4th  of  February,  1780,  and  remained  during  the  year  of 
his  appointment.  He  was  intending  to  return  to  Philadel- 
phia in  December,  but  the  General  Assembly  interfered  and 
directed  him  not  to  go,  until  he  should  be  specially  dhected 
by  that  body.  No  such  directions  appear  subsequently  on 
the  records.  No  general  provision  seems  to  have  been 
made  for  the  payment  of  delegates,  up  to  the  close  of  this 
year.  At  the  December  session,  1779,  Mr.  Marchant  pre- 
sented his  account,  audited  by  the  State  Auditor,  in  which 
he  charged — 
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1779. 
June  3d.     To  the  expenses  of  myself  and  servant,  and 
two  horses,  from  June  3d,  to  Dec.  18th, 
1779,  to,  at  and  from  Philadelphia,  as  per 
account  of  particulars,  £2089  09s.  9^d. 

To  my  services  and  the  use  of  my  two  horses 
during  the  above,  being  198  days,  at  £12 
per  day,  £2376  OOs.  OOd. 


£4465  09s.  9Jd. 

The  "  account  of  particulars  "  was  probably  left  with  the 
auditor.  At  the  time  of  his  election,  the  State  advanced  him 
£600. 

At  the  February  session,  1780,  the  number  of  delegates  to 
be  elected  was  regulated  by  the  following  vote  : — 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  four  members  only  be  chosen  annually 
to  represent  this  State  in  the  General  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
Amei'ica. 

"William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  May  25th,  1779. 
Sir  :  —  Congress  has  resolved  to  recommend  to  the  states,  an  additional 
tax  of  forty-five  millions  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  by  the  first  of  January  next. 
The  resolve  passed  the  22d  instant.  An  address  is  preparing  to  accompany 
it,  Avhich,  with  the  resolve,  will  be  transmitted  to  the  respective  Governors 
as  soon  as  it  shall  have  passed  Congress.  Is  not  this  a  bold  stroke  ?  Now 
for  a  peremptory  loan.  After  various  reports  respecting  the  fleet  which  was 
seen  oif  Chesapeake,  it  is  at  length  confirmed  that  they  have  entered  the 
Bay,  passed  up  the  James  river,  taken  possession  of  Portsmouth  and  Suf- 
folk, burned  part  of  each  of  them,  and  committed  every  species  of  devasta- 
tion that  their  savage  imaginations  could  suggest.  It  is  said  that  they 
intend  to  destroy  Hampton  and  Williamsburg,  and  then  proceed  up  the  Bay 
and  destroy  Baltimore.  The  militia  of  Virginia  was  collecting,  and  I  hope 
will  check  their  career.  It  was  reported,  and  with  circumstances  which 
induce  credibility,  that  Mr.  Clarke,  a  militia  Colonel  of  Virginia,  who  is 
posted  at  Illinois,  had  surprised  Gov.  Hamilton,  of  Detroit,  with  a  party  of 
thirty  men,  and  taken  him  and  them  prisoners.  The  Governor,  it  seems, 
with  his  party  and  a  number  of  Indians,  had  taken  a  post  of  ours  called 
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Vincent,  about  three  or  four  hundred  miles  below  Fort  Pitt,  and  had  in 
contemplation  the  retaking  of  Illinois,  when  he  was  surjjrised.  The  Indians 
which  he  had  had  with  him  happened  luckily  to  have  left  him  a  few  days 
before  he  was  captured. 

Congress  has  passed  several  resolves'  declarative  of  their  pov/ers  respect- 
ing maritime  causes,  and  directed  the  President  to  transmit  them  to  the 
states.  These  resolutions  were  occasioned  by  the  difficulties  which  have 
occurred  in  the  case  of  the  sloop  Active,  about  which  much  hath  been  writ- 
ten and  published  in  the  gazettes  of  this  town  ;  and  by  the  disallowance  of 
appeals,  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  from  the  determination  in  maritime 
causes. 

The  plan  of  finance  will,  I  hope,  be  soon  completed,  and  be  acceptable  to 
the  several  states.  The  delegates  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  objected 
to  the  sum  recommended  to  be  raised,  and  to  the  time  for  collecting  and 
paying  it  into  the  treasury  ;  because  they  thought  the  sum  too  large,  and 
the  time  too  short,  and  for  other  prudential  reasons.  Our  State,  I  presume, 
would  wish  to  pay  off  their  part  of  the  Continental  debt  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  give  every  aid  in  their  power  to  check  the  career  of  depreciation  ;  but 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sum  already 
voted  to  be  raised,  is  a  large  sum  to  collect  from  a  State  under  the  circum- 
stances ours  is  in,  in  so  short  a  period.  Perhaps  it  might  suit  best  to  hire 
a  part ;  but  of  that  the  wisdom  of  our  Assembly  will  foi'm  the  best  judg- 
ment. I  think  there  was  only  one  state  besides  ours  against  the  sum  and 
time.  The  great  majority,  on  this  occasion,  and  the  declarations  made  by 
members  during  the  course  of  debate,  induced  me  to  believe  that  great 
exertions  will  be  used  to  collect  their  quotas.  The  more  that  is  collected 
by  taxation,  th«  less  it  will  be  necessary  to  loan,  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to 
further  emissions,  Avhich  is  the  wish  of  all.  A  stoppage  of  the  press  once 
effected,  our  liberties  are  established,  and  an  end  is  put  to  the  war.  Our 
enemy's  whole  dependence  now  rests  upon  our  being  crushed  with  whole 
reams  of  depreciated  paper  money.  Once  remove  that  ground  of  hope,  and 
they  will  offer  us,  as  proud  and  haughty  as  they  may  be,  honorable  terms 
of  peace.  I  believe  we  shall  give  our  white  and  tawney  foes  to  the  west- 
ward a  home  stroke  this  summer,  and  perhaps  a  brilliant  stroke  may  be 
made  in  another  quarter.  Heartily  wishing  for  such  happy  events,  the 
safety  of  our  little  State,  and  the  health  of  your  Honor, 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S.  —  The  enclosd  paper  came  to  hand  after  I  had  written  the  fore- 
going. 
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The  address  referred  to  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Drayton,  and  lsh\  Duane,  and  adopted  by  Congress  on 
the  26th  of  May.  It  is  an  eloquent  and  patriotic  paper, 
worthy  of  its  authors. 

It  came  before  the  General  Assembly  at  their  session  in 
June.  They  ordered  it  printed  in  hand  bills,  and  directed 
the  hand  bills  to  be  sent  to  the  several  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel within  the  State,  with  the  request  that  "  they  would  read 
the  same  to  their  respective  congregations  the  first  Sabbath 
after  their  receiving  the  same,  immediately  after  divine  ser- 
vice." The  Secretary  was  further  directed  to  distribute  said 
hand  bills  to  the  town  clerks  in  the  State,  to  be  by  them  com- 
municated to  the  inhabitants. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  May  25th,  1779. 

Sir  :  —  We  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  8th  instaut,  yester- 
day. We  waited  upon  Mr.  Hazard  and  informed  him  of  what  you  had 
written.  He  said  that  there  was  a  mistake  in  the  matter  ;  for  that  he  had 
written  to  Mr.  Hastings,  post  master  in  Boston,  and  Mr.  Carter,  post  mas- 
ter in  Providence,  that  the  post  was  to  pursue  its  old  route  through  our 
State  ;  and  that  he  should  set  oiit  for  the  eastward  this  day,  and  would  rec- 
tify the  error.  The  fleet  which  sailed  from  New  York  the  5th  instant  have 
entered  Chesapeake  Bay,  passed  up  James  River,  destroyed  the  towns  of 
Portsmouth,  Sutfolk,  and  Hampton,  and  committed  every  kind  of  barbarity 
and  outrage.  Despairing  of  conquest,  it  seems  to  be  the  determination  of 
the  enemy  to  destroy  our  commercial  towns,  and  desolate  the  country  so 
far  as  their  detached  parties  can  penetrate.  It  is  reported,  and  with  such 
circumstances  of  credibility  as  to  induce  belief,  that  Col.  Clarke,  a  military 
Colonel  of  Virginia,  who  sometime  ago  took,  and  was  posted  at  Illinois, 
had  surprised  Hamilton,  the  Governor  of  Detroit,  with  a  party  of  thirty 
men,  at  Port  St.  Vincent,  on  the  Wabash,  and  taken  him  and  them  pris- 
oners. The  story  says  that  the  Governor  was  about  collecting  a  large  body 
of  Indians,  over  whom  he  hath  great  influence,  in  order  to  retake  Illinois, 
when  he  was  surprised. 

Congress  hath  passed  a  resolve  recommending  it  to  the  states  to  raise  an 
additional  tax  of  forty-five  million  dollars,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  by 
the  first  of  January  next.     This  is  a  capital   part   in   the  plan  of  finance. 
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■which  is  under  consideration.     When  the  whole  is  completed,  it  will  be 
made  public. 

Enclosed  is  the  paper  of  this  day,  which  gives  a  full  account  of  the  bar- 
barities perpetrated  by  the  enemy  in  Virginia.  We  have  nothing  at  present 
further  to  add  than  that  we  are,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
JOHN  COLLINS. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  June  1st,  1779. 
Sir  :  —  We  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  13th  of  May,  yester- 
day, and  in  answer  to  it,  be  pleased  to  be  informed  that  Mr.  Ellery  was 
favored  in  February  last  with  two  letters  ;  one  from  Col.  Greene,  the  other 
from  Lieut.  Col.  Ward,  both  enclosing  similar  arrangements  of  the  first 
battalion  of  Continental  troops,  raised  by  our  State.  On  the  14th  of  Feb- 
ruary, Mr.  EUery  wrote  a  letter  to  Gen.  Washington,  to  whom  was  com- 
municated the  arrangement  of  the  army,  enclosing  Col.  Greene's  letter  and 
his  list  of  arrangements  for  his  battalion  ;  in  answer  to  which,  Gen.  Wash- 
ington writes  thus : — 

"Headquarters,  Middle  Branch,  22d  April,  1779. 
Sir  :  —  Your  favor  dated  14th  February,  only  reached  me  yesterday. 
The  arrangement  of  the  two  Rhode  Island  regiments  has  been  settled,  and 
the  commissions  are  now  in  my  hands,  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  for- 
ward them." 

The  dates  for  the  commissions  in  Mr.  Ward's  list,  which  is  before  us, 
agrees  with  the  dates  in  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  and  the  names  dif- 
fer only  in  this  respect :  The  Assembly  list  hath  not  so  many  names  in  it 
as  Mr.  Ward's,  and  it  contains  the  name  of  Daniel  Dexter,  which  is  not  in 
the  other.  Gen.  Washington  hath  doubtless  sent  forward  commissions  for 
all  the  officers  mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  excepting  one  for 
Daniel  Dexter,  and  upon  Col.  Greene's  sending  to  him  a  copy  of  the  act  of 
the  Assembly,  he  will  doubtless  transmit  a  commission  for  Mr.  Dexter. 

]Mr.  Ward's  List. 
Christopher  Greene,  colonel. 

Samuel  Ward,  lieutenant  colonel,  vacancy  26th  May,  1778. 
Ebenezer  Flagg,  major,  vacancy  26th  May,  1778. 
Elijah  Lewis,  captain. 
Thomas  Cole,  captain. 
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John  S.  Dexter,  captain. 

Thomas  Arnold,  captain. 

John  Holden,  captain,  vacancy  10th  October,  1777. 

Edward  Slocum,  captain,  vacancy  26th  May,  1778. 

James  Arnold,  lieutenant  captain,  vacancy  1st  June. 

Daniel  Pierce,  lieutenant. 

Zephaniah  Brown,  lieutenant. 

Eobert  Rogers,  lieutenant. 

David  Johnson,  lieutenant. 

Elias  Thompson,  lieutenant. 

Enoch  Stanton,  lieutenant. 

Charles  Peirce,  lieutenant,  vacancy  10th  October,  1777. 

John  Cooke,  lieutenant,  vacancy  1st  June,  1778. 

It  would  be  exceedingly  agreeable  to  your  delegates  to  be  furnished  with 
the  acts  of  the  Assembly  they  have  frequently,  though  fruitlessly  wrote  for. 
The  letter  we  last  wrote  to  your  Excellency,  and  which  had  not  reached 
you  when  you  wrote  last,  we  hope  will  give  you  satisfaction  as  to  the  post's 
route  through  our  State.  Mr.  Hazard,  who  will  be  in  the  eastern  states 
before  you  will  receive  this,  promised  me  that  he  would  rectify  any  error 
which  had  taken  place  through  misconstruction  or  otherwise,  of  his  letters, 
and  see  that  the  post  should  pass  backwards  and  forwards  in  its  old  route. 
The  last  accounts  from  Virginia  say  that  they  had  collected  a  considerable 
body  of  militia  to  oppose  the  enemy,  and  that  they  were  embarking  with 
great  precipitation.  The  papers  contain  the  last  authentic  advices  from 
South  Carolina.  The  account  by  way  of  New  Providence  we  wish  may 
turn  out  to  be  true.  "We  are  sorry  to  lind  that  any  inhabitant  of  our  State 
should  be  so  foolish  and  so  wicked  as  to  go  over  to  the  enemy,  and  that 
there  should  be  any  among  us  that  are  so  abandoned  as  to  supply  the 
enemy  with  provisions,  and  hope  that  they  will  be  brought  to  condign  pun- 
ishment. As  it  is  impossible  to  guard  the  whole  extent  of  our  shores, 
would  it  not  be  advisable  to  remove  the  stock  from  such  parts  thereof  as  we 
cannot  defend  ?  Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  pass  an  act  for  confiscating 
the  estates  of  tories?  Is  it  not  just  that  traitors  to  their  country  should 
loose  their  estates  ?  And  might  not  such  an  act  intimidate  persons  from 
furnishing  the  enemy  in  future  with  provisions  and  intelligence.  We  sub- 
mit these  questions  to  the  wisdom  of  the  government,  and  are,  with  the 
greatest  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

JOHN  COLLINS. 
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P.  S.  —  The  resolution  of  Congress  for  an  additional  tax  of  forty-five 
millions,  and  the  address  of  Congress  will  reach  you  before  this.  In  a 
short  time  the  whole  plan  of  finance  will  be  completed  and  transmitted. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Messrs.  Elle'ry,  Marchant  and  Collins. 

Warwick,  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  June  3d,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  —  I  received  your  favors  of  the  4th  and  8th  of  May  last, 
which  I  shall  be  careful  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next 
session,  and  am  sincerely  desirous,  the  method  pointed  out  by  Congress 
may  have  the  desired  effect.  But  the  brigade  ordered  to  be  raised  by  this 
State  fills  so  slowly,  notwithstanding  the  encouragement  given  by  this  State, 
that  I  much  fear  the  consequence  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  as  the 
encouragement  given  by  the  State  has  been  different. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  resolution  of  the  council  of  war,  by  which 
you  will  see  I  am  to  urge  your  immediate  attention  in  order  that  the  account 
which  I  have  forwarded  by  Mr.  Marchant,  in  favor  of  the  State  against  the 
United  States,  be  laid  before  Congress  as  soon  as  possible,  after  it  arrives 
there  ;  and  you  are  to  use  every  prudent  method  to  have  the  account  pro- 
perly adjusted,  that  there  may  be  an  order  of  Congress  to  issue  to  the  keeper 
of  the  Continental  treasury  for  the  balance,  whatever  it  may  be,  after  add- 
ing the  amount  of  what  the  Congress  may  think  proper  to  allow  for  the 
slaves,  which  have  been  purchased  here  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to 
serve  in  Col.  Christopher  Greene's  regiment  during  the  war.  As  Con- 
gress has  ordered  a  large  number  to  be  raised  in  the  same  way  of  these  I 
have  mentioned,  doubt  not  they  will  think  it  reasonable  they  should  all  be 
purchased  at  the  same  price.  I  also  enclose  you  the  certificate  from  one 
of  the  committee,  who  was  appointed  to  take  an  account  of  the  number  of 
said  slaves,  which,  after  the  price  is  fixed,  to  charge  in  the  amount  accord- 
ingly ;  and  whatever  balance  may  be  found,  if  it  should  be  completed  before 
the  return  of  Messrs.  EUery  and  Collins,  it  would  much  oblige  this  State 
for  them  to  take  the  charge  of  it ;  otherwise,  if  should  not  be  convenient  for 
them  to  wait  until  the  matter  is  properly  adjusted.  Unless  there  is  some 
other  safe  conveyance,  that  it  may  likely  come  soon,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
let  us  know  when  it  may  likely  be  ready,  that  some  proper  person  may  be 
forwarded  to  Philadelphia  for  that  purpose.  Considering  the  exhausted 
state  of  the  treasury,  that  there  is  not  one  hundred  pounds  of  passable 
money  in  it,  notwithstanding  the  inhabitants,  who  do  not  possess  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  State,  have  paid  into  the  treasury  by  taxes,  within  .ix 
months,  (except  about  £16,000  which  is  not  paid,)  £92,000,  exclusive  of 
£90,000  more  ordered  by  Congress,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  likewise 
paid,  that  there  being  such  an  amazing  demand  for  money,  owing  to  the 
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want  of  the  balance  of  said  account  due  from  the  United  States,  and  being 
under  the  necessity  of  supplying  the  purchasing  clothier  with  money  to  sup- 
ply the  State  troops  already  raised,  they  being  very  bare  of  clothing,  and 
the  large  sum  wanted  to  recruit  the  brigade,  together  with  the  incidental 
charges  of  government,  makes  our  burdens  heavier  than  the  inhabitants  can 
bear ;  and  I  must  confess,  I  am  at  a  loss  which  way  we  shall  be  able  to 
carry  on  the  affairs  of  government,  unless  said  balance  is  very  speedily  paid. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  esteem. 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

June  4th,  1779. 

Sir  :  —  The  letter  to  which  this  may  be  considered  as  an  addition,  was 
to  have  been  sent  by  the  post,  but  was  too  late  for  that  conveyance.  Since 
that  time  we  have  had  reports  several  ways,  and  attended  with  some  cir- 
cumstances of  probability,  that  Gen,  Lincoln  had  defeated  the  enemy  in 
South  Carolina.  We  are  in  anxious  hourly  expectation  to  receive  some 
authentic  advice  from  that  quarter.  Our  last  advices  are  as  old  as  the  5th 
of  May,  and  have  been  printed.  The  Assistant  Quartermaster  General, 
Mr.  Pettit,  received  a  letter  this  morning  from  a  Deputy  Quartermaster 
General,  at  the  head  of  Elk  river,  dated  June  3d,  informing  him  that  the 
day  before,  two  of  the  enemy's  ships  were  seen  off  Pawtuxet  river,  sound- 
ing the  Bay,  and  that  they  were  attended  with  a  number  of  smaller  vessels, 
and  that  he  had  removed  the  principal  part  of  the  stores  from  the  head  of 
Elk,  &c. 

Congress  has  Ordered  a  loan  of  twenty  millions  Continental  dollars,  but 
has  not  yet  agreed  upon  the  terms  of  borrowing.  As  it  may  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  collect  our  quota  of  the  Continental  tax  in  season,  would  it  not  be 
advisable  to  hire  a  part  of  it  at  a  moderate  interest,  to  be  paid  when  the 
tax  should  be  collected.  It  is  thought  that  those  Avho  hold  considerable 
sums,  would  be  willing  to  lend  on  this  occasion.  Every  effort  will  be  made 
by  Congress  to  put  our  finances  on  such  a  footing  as  to  stop  any  further 
emission  of  money  ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  every  friend  to  his  country  will  lend 
his  aid  to  give  efficiency  to  this  measure. 

We  are,  Avith  the  greatest  respect  for  your  Excellency,  and  the  warmest 
wishes  for  the  happiness  of  the  State,  which  we  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
JOHN  COLLINS. 
16 
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Messrs.  Ellery,  Marchant  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  June  15th,  1779. 
Sir  :  —  Mr.  Marchant  arrived  last  Saturday  evening  and  yesterday  took 
his  seat  in  Congress.  Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  referring 
to  the  State's  account  against  the  United  States,  brought  forward  by  Mr. 
Marchant,  we  shall  pay  the  utmost  diligent  attention  to.  But  such  are  the 
various  and  extensive  demands  upon  the  treasury,  and  the  exhausted  state 
of  it,  that  we  have  not  the  most  sanguine  expectation  of  immediate  success. 
We  shall  not  fail  of  every  exertion  to  fulfil  the  wishes  of  the  State,  and  of 
obtaining  that  relief  which  its  circumstances  demand.  We  enclose  your 
Excellency  the  last  papers,  which  will  give  the  agreeable  intelligence  from 
the  southward,  which  is  fully  credited,  although  as  yet  we  have  received 
no  official  accounts. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  we  are  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 
WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
HENRY  MARCHANT. 
JOHN  COLLINS. 

P.  S.  —  In  Congress.     The  last  Journal  of  Congress  is  also  enclosed. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Messrs.  Ellery,  Marchant  and  Collins. 

Warwick,  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  June  21st,  1779. 
Gentlemen  :  —  I  received  your  favor  mentioning  the  tax  of  forty-five 
millions  dollars,  ordered  by  Congress  to  be  assessed  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  wherein  you  say,  that  you  and  the  delegates  from  one 
other  state  were  of  opinion  that  the  tax  was  too  large,  and  ordered  too  soon 
after  that  of  fifteen  millions.  I  have  also  received  your  favors  of  the  1st 
and  4th  instant,  advising  this  State  to  hire  some  part  of  the  proportion 
assessed  on  them  ;  and,  unless  the  account  in  favor  of  the  State,  forwarded 
by  Mr.  Marchant,  and  mentioned  in  my  last  letter  to  you,  can  be  attended 
to,  that  we  may  have  the  balance  speedily,  I  much  fear  the  difficulty  that 
will  very  probably  attend  the  raising  of  it,  although  the  Assembly  at  their 
sessions  held  on  the  14th  instant,  notwithstanding  their  distressed  situation, 
rather  than  to  obstruct  or  any  way  clog  the  resolution  of  Congress,  did 
order  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  assessed  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  this  State,  one-half  to  be  paid  into  the  general  treasury  in 
October  next,  and  the  other  in  December  following ;  and  likewise  ordered 
a  State  tax  of  sixty  thousand  pounds,  to  supply  the  treasury,  to  be  paid  by 
the  1st  of  August  next.      When  you   consider  the  additional  sums  to  the 
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proportion  this  State  has  to  pay  of  the  fifteen  millions  dollars  a  considerable 
part  of  which  is  yet  unpaid,  I  need  not  make  nse  of  any  further  arguments 
to  influence  you  to  take  every  prudent  method  to  convince  Congress  how 
amazingly  we  are  distressed  for  want  of  the  balance  above  mentioned. 

At  said  sessions  it  was  likewise  enacted,  that  two  of  the  State's  battalions 
should  be  reduced  into  one,  and  a  light  corps  was  ordered  to  be  raised,  to  con- 
sist of  four  companies  of  fifty-four  privates,  the  command  to  be  given  to  Col. 
Barton  ;  and  a  bill  was  also  passed  regulating  the  militia,  provided  it  shall  be 
agreeable  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  State,  it  being  commended  to  them  for 
consideration. 

I  am  very  sorry  you  have  not  yet  received  the  Acts  of  the  Assembly,  as 
you  have  written  for  them  so  frequently  ;  but,  as  they  are  now  all  printed  up 
to  the  last  session,  I  hope  you  will  have  them  soon.  Shall  endeavor  to  urge 
the  committee  who  were  appointed  to  forward  them,  to  forward  them  imme- 
diately. I  most  sincerely  congratulate  you  upon  the  important  news  from 
our  southern  army,  as  I  think  there  is  a  great  probability  of  its  being  true. 
And  am,  with  very  great  esteem  and  respect. 

Your  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

N.  B. — I  have  not  heard  either  the  members  of  the  Assembly,  or  inhab- 
itants of  the  State,  reprobate  the  resolution  of  Congress,  in  consequence  of 
the  tax,  as  there  appears  such  a  necessity  for  it,  both  to  supply  the  Conti- 
nental treasury  and  to  appreciate  the  currency. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  June  29th,  1779. 

Sir  :  —  We  had  the  pleasure  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  21st  inst. 
by  yesterday's  post.  We  have  not  failed,  in  the  most  pressing  manner  to  urge 
for  a  determination  upon  our  application  ;  but  the  flood  of  business  at  the 
Treasury  Board  has  hitherto  delayed  a  report.  We  expect  one  in,  to-day, 
and  shall  avail  ourselves  of  the  first  opportunity  to  obtain  a  determination 
of  Congress  thereon.  Mr.  Ellery  has  waited  sometime,  in  hopes  of  the 
business  being  concluded  ;  he  will  wait  a  few  days  longer,  in  hopes  of  car- 
rying a  sum  of  money  with  him.  But  the  very  great  expense  the  State  is 
at,  in  the  support  of  its  delegates,  he  apprehends,  will  not  justify  his  tar- 
rying much  longer,  the  necessity  of  his  being  at  home  and  the  circumstan- 
ces of  his  family  pressing  for  his  return. 

We  could  have  wished  that  our  late  repeated  and  seemingly  well-founded 
accounts  from  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  had  been  better  grounded.  How- 
ever, by  private  letters  from  them,  dated  the  19th  of  May,  we  are  informed 
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that  the  enemy  approached  tlie  town  aud  demanded  it,  but  being  absolutely 
refused  retired ;  that  an  engagement  was  daily  expected  between  them 
and  Gen.  Lincoln,  who  was  superior  in  force  to  the  enemy,  and  very 
near  them.  The  Maryland  paper  says  that,  by  a  Continental  captain, 
they  are  informed  that,  on  the  29th' of  May,  an  engagement  had  taken 
place  between  Gen.  Lincoln  and  Gen.  Provost,  at  Black  Swamp, 
when  the  British  were  totally  defeated.  Having  been  so  much  deceived 
heretofoi'e,  we  are  almost  afraid  to  give  credit  to  this  account,  but  wait 
with  impatience  for  authentic  accounts  from  that  department.  Reports  from 
the  West  Indies  and  Europe  are  very  favorable.  We  wait,  however,  for 
confirmation,  and  in  the  meantime,  remain 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY, 
HENRY  MARCHANT. 


Messrs.  Ellery  and  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  June  29th,  1779. 

Sir  :  —  Since  our  former  letter  of  this  day,  somewhat  beyond  our  exjiec- 
tations.  Congress  has  determined  upon  the  report  of  the  treasury  upon  our 
application  for  money,  and  has  ordered  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  to 
be  advanced  the  delegates  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  upon  their  appli- 
cation ;  the  State  to  be  accountable.  However  great  and  pressing  our  wants 
may  be,  this  grant  is  as  large  as  could  be  expected,  considering  the  pressing 
demand  upon  the  Continental  treasury,  and  the  determination  of  Congi-ess 
if  possible,  to  stop  further  emissions.  The  allowance  for  the  black  regiment 
raised  by  our  State  is  not  yet  adjusted,  nor  have  we  greatly  urged  it,  at 
pi'esent,  as  the  states  at  the  southward  have  not  yet  complied  with  the 
recommendation  of  Congress,  in  raising  regiments  of  blacks.  It  Avill  be 
well  that  we  should  be  furnished  with  the  amount  of  what  that  regiment 
actually  cost  the  State,  that,  if  we  should  not  be  able  to  obtain  the  sum 
lately  allowed  by  Congress  for  raising  like  regiments  to  the  southward,  we 
may  at  least  obtain  the  sum  that  regiment,  in  fact,  cost  the  State.  The 
abstract  of  the  account  first  sent  forward,  and  lodged  in  the  treasury  of  the 
State  against  the  United  States,  has  been  mislaid.  We  should  be  glad  if 
Mr.  Mumford  might  be  instructed  to  make  a  copy  ;  it  being  but  a  few 
sheets,  and  send  it  forward  as  soon  as  may  be. 

As  Mr.  Ellery  proposes  to  set  out  in  a  few  days,  he  will  be  able  to 
explain  more  fully  the  reasons  why  we  could  not,  at  this  time,  obtain  a 
further  grant.     Perhaps,  at  some   not  distant  period,  if  the  taxes  should 
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come  in  with  spirit,  and  it  Avould  be  agreeable  to  the  State  to  take  an  order 

on  the  receiver,  it  may  be  obtained,  at  least,   for  near  the  balance  of  our 

account. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
HENRY  ]MARCHANT. 

^Messrs.  Marchant  axd  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  July  13th,  1779. 

Sir  :  —  This  day  a  letter  was  read  in  Congress  from  Gen.  "Washington, 
informing  that  he  had  called  Glover's  brigade  from  the  State  we  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  upon  his  hearing  that  an  embarkation  had  taken  place 
of  part  of  the  enemy's  force  at  Newport.  This  intelligence  was  very  alarm- 
ing to  us  especially,  as  the  enemy  are  in  considerable  force  in  the  Sound,  and 
had  attacked  and  eutered  New  Haven,  from  whence  they  might  soon  reach 
Newport  harbor,  and,  joined  with  the  forces  there,  ravage  our  State,  and 
even  the  Massachusetts  State  perhaps  to  their  capital,  though  they  appear 
to  be  very  inattentive  to  it.  We  moved  that  the  General's  letter  might  be 
committed  to  a  special  committee,  and  that  they  take  into  immediate  con- 
sideration the  present  situation  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.  This  is 
done  ;  but  we  feel  ourselves  much  at  a  loss  since  we  cannot  expect  any 
relief  from  Connecticut,  while  their  whole  coast  is  liable  to  the  depredation 
of  the  enemy,  and  since,  notwithstanding  every  argument  has  been  made 
use  of  by  our  State  and  by  Congress  upon  NewHamshire  and  Massachusetts 
Bay  with  scarce  any  effect ;  and  although  their  very  salvation  depends 
upon  preserving  the  small  remains,  as  a  barrier  to  their  own.  We  wish 
for  every  light  upon  this  subject,  and  for  as  good  an  account  as  possible  of 
the  number  of  the  enemy,  our  force  and  what  addition  we  have  any  prospect 
of  raising  or  procuring  from  our  neighbors  ;  as  we  would  not  be  wanting  in 
every  exertion  for  the  salvation  of  the  State,  and  the  good  of  our  neig?ihors, 
however  lost  to  it  they  may  be,  or  forgetful  of  their  former  deplorable  situa- 
tion and  the  generous  and  noble  exertions  of  our  State  in  that  instant.  We 
are  well  informed  that  five  ships  of  the  line,  several  frigates,  and  about 
seventy  transports  sailed  from  France  in  May  for  Martinico.  The  captain 
of  a  vessel  arrived  at  Maryland,  and  who  sailed  with  the  above  fleet,  says 
there  were  between  ten  and  thirteen  thousand  troops  on  board  the  said 
transports.  We  have  also  very  agreeable  and  interesting  intelligence  from 
Europe,  but  entirely  political,  and  such  as  at  present  we  may  not  commu- 
nicate. 

We  would  say  that  nothing  will  prolong  this  war  or  produce  a  disadvan- 
tageous peace  but  the  want  of  public  spirit,  a  lost  sense  of  our  own  interest. 
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the  want  of  reviving  tlie  credit  of  the  currency,  which  must  be  done  by 
cheerful  taxes,  and  spirited  loans  ;  by  great  exertions  of  particular  states, 
and  the  people  within  them,  and  as  much  as  anything  by  filling  ftp  the  bat- 
talions, placing  a  formidable  army  in  the  field,  and  pushing  with  vigor  and 
spirit  wherever  the  appearance  of  the  enemy  shall  make  it  necessary. 

Heaven  has  covered  our  fields  with  a  garment  of  plenty.  Our  barns  are 
fast  crowding  with  the  substantial  of  life  ;  and,  while  health  smiles  around 
us,  let  not  our  nerves  be  unstrung.  Let  us  not  forjgct  that  we  still  have  an 
enemy,  an  implacable  enemy,  to  contend  with,  for  the  continuance  of  all 
our  blessings, —  for  liberty,  peace  and  a  glorious  independency  !  With 
earnest  desires  that  we  may  not  forfeit  such  blessings,  but  that  this  year 
may  end  with  peace  in  all  our  borders  ; — but  till  then,  that  we  may  recall 
the  remembrance  of  our  first  exertions,  and  reanimate  ouselves  into  great 
and  noble  self-denials,  and  conspicuous  actions,  we  are 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servauts, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

JOHN  COLLINS. 

We  enclose  your  Excellency  the  weekly  Journal,  which  has  been  sent  in 
course,  ever  since  it  was  published,  weekly,  to  June,  1779. 

Mr.  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Ppiiladelpiiia,  July  20th,  1779. 

Sir  :  — By  the  wagon  and  escort  which  conveys  the  moneys  to  the  New 
England  states  for  exchanging  the  emissions  called  in,  I  have  sent  a  pine 
box,  directed  to  Joseph  Clarke,  Esq.,  the  General  Treasurer,  and  have 
written  him  thereupon.  The  box  contains  twenty  of  the  second  volumes  of  the 
Journals  of  Congress,  which  I  was  anxious  the  State  should  have,  and 
twenty  of  the  pamphlets  called  "Observations  of  the  American  Revolution." 
I  have  directed  one  to  your  Excellency,  in  particular,  and  several  others  to 
particular  friends.  But  the  twenty  above  mentioned  are  for  the  use  of  the 
State  and  their  order.  I  now  enclose  your  Excellency  the  weekly  Journals, 
bringing  them  down  to  the  19th  of  June,  1779. 

I  congratulate  your  Excellency  upon  the  noble  exploit  of  Gen.  Wayne, 
upon  the  North  River.  This  will  pretty  handsomely  eclipse  Gen.  Clinton's 
most  inglorious  pilfering,  ravaging,  and  burning  expedition,  for  which 
action  of  his,  and  his  under  Devil  Tryon,  I  hope  we  shall  have  it  in  our 
power  to  make  proper  retaliation.  Our  affairs  at  the  southward  wear  a 
very  pleasing  aspect,  although  our  former  intelligence  fell  entirely  through. 
We  have  now  certain  intelligence  that  we  attacked  them  in  their  lines,  oa 
the  20tli  of  June,  and,  though  not  able  to  carry  them  for  want  of  heavier 
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artillery,  yet  the  attack  was  conducted  with  bravery,  intrepidity,  and  much 
audacity.  There  is  a  prospect  that  we  shall,  if  it  hath  not  been  done,  cut 
off  their  comma aication  with  their  shipping,  and  make  conclusive  work 
with  them. 

My  respects  to  your  good  lady  and  family,  and  I  am, 
Most  respectfully,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  veiy  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 


Gov.  Greene  to  Henry  Marchant. 

Providence,  August  2d,  1779. 

Sir:  —  I  received  your  favors  of  the  29th  of  June  and  13th  of  July  last, 
which  I  should  have  answered  before  this,  had  I  been  able  to  obtain  the 
account  of  Mr.  Mumford  you  mention  of  being  mislaid,  which  I  hope  to  pro- 
cure before  I  return  home,  so  as  to  forward  it  to  you  by  the  next  post,  as  also 
the  amount  of  what  the  clothes  cost  the  State,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States. 
As  I  have  omitted  writing  so  long,  and  being  at  Gen.  Gates'  headquarters, 
and  hearing  of  an  express  just  going  to  Congress,  embrace  this  opportunity 
by  way  of  excusing  my  long  silence. 

As  to  the  numbers  of  the  enemy  on  Rhode  Island,  and  the  luimber  of 
troops  upon  duty  in  this  State  for  the  defence  of  it,  I  refer  you  to  the  Gene- 
ral's letter,  as  he  informs  me  he  has  written  to  you  very  particularly  by  this 
express,  by  which  you  will  see  the  defenceless  situation  this  State  is  in  for 
want  of  the  several  quotas  being  continued  from  our  neighboring  States, 
agreeable  to  the  agreement  entered  into  by  the  convention  at  Springfield. 
Gen.  Glover's  brigade  being  called  away  from  this,  was  truly  alarming,  but 
when  we  consider  the  backwardness  of  the  United  States  in  general,  in  not 
tilliug  up  their  Continental  battalions,  we  have  not  the  least  reason  to  doubt 
but  that  Gen.  Washington  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  doing  it ;  but  I 
must  say  it  appears  much  more  alarming  to  find  the  backwardness  of  the 
states  in  supplying  their  places,  considering  the  critical  situation  of  the 
State. 

I  am,  with  very  great  esteem, 

Your  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

Messrs.  Marchant  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  August  10th,  1779. 
Sir  :  —  We  this  moment  were  honored  by  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
2d  instant.      We  lament  the  deplorable  situation  our  State  was  suddenly 
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left  in,  by  the  calling  of  Glover's  brigade,  and  we  wish  it  were  in  our  power 
to  invent  some  method  whereby  Ave  might  be  relieved.  Mr.  Marchant  has 
drawn  up  four  proposals,  in  the  nature  of  a  request  to  Congress,  from  the 
committee  we  informed  your  Excellency  we  procured  to  be  appointed  four 
weeks  past  ;  but  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  committee  rather  declining  to 
report  further  than  to  reiterate  the  calls  which  have  been  so  frequently  made 
upon  our  sister  states.  We  have  concluded  that  it  might  not  be  attended 
with  more  force  thau  their  oAvn  sense  of  their  obligations  nmst  be ;  and 
that,  at  present,  the  protection  of  the  State  must  rest  upon  the  caution  and 
wisdom  of  Gen.  Gates,  the  fortitude  of  the  i^aw  troops  he  has,  the  magna- 
nimity and  the  unremitting  zeal,  and  the  sense  of  self-defence,  which  has 
ever  been  exhibited  and  exerted  by  the  whole  body  of  the  good  people  of 
our  State,  hoping,  at  the  same  time,  that  our  sister  states  will  at  length  be 
awakened  to  our  situation,  as  seeing  their  own  security  most  intimately 
connected  with  ours. 

We  have  just  received  the  most  startling  dispatches  from  Martinique, 
whereby  we  are  well  informed  that  three  thousand  troops  were  embarked 
at  St.  Lucia  for  New  York,  but  were  happily  called  to  their  own  more 
immediate  security  by  Count  D'Estaing,  of  whose  great  and  signal  success 
we  sincerely  congratulate  your  Excellency  and  the  State.  Our  enemies 
were  determined  to  have  risked  their  island,  with  their  supposed  superiority 
at  sea,  but  they  are  most  happily  disappointed  in  that  object.  Tlie  Count 
D'Estaing  rides  triumphant  in  those  seas,  and  one  island  after  another  falls 
to  his  victorious  arm.  The  ports  and  batteries  at  Granada  Avere  stormed, 
sword  in  hand,  by  himself  in  person,  and  carried  Avith  but  little  loss. 

Admiral  Asburthurt  certainly  comes  out  and  might  be  soon  expected 
with  six  thousand  troops.  Had  they  been  joined  also  with  the  three  thou- 
sand, as  iiJended,  from  St.  Lucia,  they  Avould  have  been  formidable  indeed. 
The  British  tyrant  meditated  one  grand  blow  against  America,  and  to  risk 
all  upon  it.  Heaven  blast  his  purpose.  The  stroke  is  fast  returning  upon 
his  own  devoted  head.  But  Ave  must  be  aAvake  and  every  man  play 
well  his  part,  AA'hile  Heaven  decide  for  us.  Our  cause  being  good,  Ave  AA^ant 
no  other  arbiter.  We  are  apprised  by  our  agent  at  Martinique,  that  the 
French  Governor  informed  him  that  his  intelligence  by  the  late  packet  from 
France,  then  just  arrived,  was  that  Britain  had  refused  the  mediation  of 
Spain,  that  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  had  joined  ;  tAA-enty-five  thousand 
French  troops  Avere  marching  from  the  French  coast  to  be  taken  on  board 
of  transports.  Their  object  —  Ireland?  The  scene  thickens,  but  it  is 
observed,  it  is  darkest  generally  the  nearest  day.  The  more  the  storm 
rages,  the  sooner  peace  may  succeed. 

That  the  pei'iod  may  not  be  far  off,  and  that  the  State  we  have  the  honor 


LETTER    FROM    HENRY    MARCHANT.  249 

to  represeat  may  soon  open  into  a  long  and  cloudless  day  of  security,  pros- 
perity and  independency,  pray 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

JOHN  COLLINS. 

P.  S.  —  The  above  in  Congress,  in  great  haste,  but  a  few  moments  before 
the  going  out  of  the  post. 

JVIr.  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  August  24th,  1779. 
Sir  :  —  I  enclose  to  your  Excellency  three  of  the  Weekly  Journals,  end- 
ing the  24th  of  July  last,  and  the  last  newspapers.  I  most  heartily  con- 
gratulate your  Excellency  upon  the  fresh  glory  acquired  to  the  American 
arms  by  a  second  brilliant  stroke  of  the  brave  Major  Lee,  upon  the  port  and 
garrison  at  Paulus'  Hook.  "We  are  every  moment  in  expectation  of  seeing 
the  prisoners  pass  through  the  city,  one  hundred  and  sixty  in  number.  Sev- 
eral skirmishes,  terminating  much  to  our  honor,  have  happened  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river.  Gen.  Sullivan  is  penetrating  the  Indian  country,  and  has 
destroyed  one  considerable  Indian  town.  We  hope  for  the  best  of  the  Penob- 
scot expedition,  but  are  not  without  our  fears.  The  Count  D'Estaing  is 
doing  nobly  in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  Europe  everything  is  as  it  should  be, 
at  least,  as  we  would  wish  them  to  be.  And  if  our  people  who  have  nobly 
bled  in  the  cause,  and  have  despised  death  when  held  in  competition  with 
their  freedom  and  independence,  will  but  most  heartily  despise  the  thought 
of  growing  rich  upon  their  country's  ruin,  and  freely  lend  and  cheerfully 
give  their  moneys,  the  last  dying  hope  of  Britain  will  fail,  and  every  earthly 
blessing  will  be  insured  to  us  and  to  our  posterity  for  ages  unborn. 
I  have  but  time  to  add  that  I  am  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

P.  S.  — Mr.  Collins  has  been  a  day  or  two  in  the  country. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Messrs.  Marchant  and  Collins. 

Warwick,  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  ) 

September  3d,  1779.  i 

Gentlemen  :  —  I  received  your  favor  of  the  10th  of  last  month,  by  which 

you  discover  much  anxiety  by  reason  of  Gen.  Glover's  brigade  being  called 

from  this  State,  but  I  can  now  inform  you  that  Col.  .lackson  is  removed 

from  here  also,  to  assist  in  the  late  expedition  against  Penobscot ;  the  par- 
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ticulars  of  which  you  will  doubtless  have  heard  before  this.  Tliere  are,  I 
believe,  upwards  of  one  thousand  of  the  militia  from  the  states  of  Massachu- 
setts and  New  Hampshii'e  upon  duty  within  this  State.  I  enclose  you  the 
certificate  from  one  of  the  committee  who  valued  the  slaves  that  now  belong 
to  Col.  Greene's  regiment,  none  of  which  are  appraised  at  more  than  four 
hundred  dollars,  a  consideration  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  benefit  they 
are  to  the  United  States,  as  they  are  good  soldiers  and  serve  during  the 
war  without  any  other  allowance  than  what  is  paid  them  by  the  Continent, 
when  the  others,  doing  the  same  duty  with  them,  are  allowed  w^hat  is  called 
subsistence  money,  the  amount  of  which  has  been  more  in  one  year  than 
either  of  them  were  valued  at.  And  as  Congress  recommended  to  the 
southern  states  to  raise  a  number  of  blacks  in  the  same  way,  for  which  the 
owners  of  them  were  to  be  allowed  one  thousand  dollars,  there  appears  to 
be  the  same  reason  that  the  owners  of  those  raised  by  this  State  should  be 
allowed  the  same  price.  I  am  very  sorry  to  inform  you  that  I  am  not 
able  yet  to  procure  the  account  you  wrote  for,  but  hope  to  have  it  soon. 

At  a  convention  held  by  a  very  considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  State,  Avho  were  appointed  by  each  respective  town,  to  take  under 
consideration  the  imhappy  situation  of  our  currency,  and  to  regulate  the 
price  of  articles,  a  resolve  was  passed,  recommending  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  take  some  effectual  method  for  loaning  this  State's  proportion  of  the 
twenty  millions  dollars,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress. 
Since  then,  the  Assembly  have  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  to  subscribe 
accordingly,  and  I  hear  there  are  several  towns  which  have  subscribed 
largely  already.  I  expect  the  Assembly,  at  their  next  session,  which 
meets  the  13th  instant,  will  take  some  effectual  method  to  procure  what- 
ever sum  may  not  be  subscribed,  as  the  people  appear  determined  to  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  prevent  further  emissions,  and  I  am  sin- 
cerely desirous  that  their  abilities  may  admit  of  it.  You  mentioned  in  a 
former  letter  that  you  was  in  hopes  that  in  some  future,  perhaps  not  far  dis- 
tant period,  we  may  be  able  to  procure  the  remainder  of  the  balance  of  this 
State's  account  against  the  Continent,  provided  it  should  be  agreeable  to 
take  an  order  upon  the  Receiver  General.  I  imagine  there  would  not  be 
the  least  difficulty  in  that  respect,  as  it  would  doubtless  answer  towards  this 
State's  proportion  of  the  Continental  tax.  AVheu  you  consider  the  exertions 
of  two-thirds  of  the  State,  the  other  being  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  I  dare 
say  you  will  not  be  wanting,  on  your  part,  to  urge  the  necessity  there  is  of 
our  having  the  remainder  of  the  balance  of  our  account  allowed  by  Congress 
immediately. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  very  great  esteem. 

Your  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 
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Messrs.  Marchant  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  7th,  1779. 

Sir  :  —  The  delegates  for  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  by  the  direction  of 
their  State,  have  presented  the  delegates  of  each  of  the  other  states  with  a 
printed  copy  of  the  acts  of  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey,  beginning  the  27th 
day  of  October,  1778,  intending  to  continue  the  same  from  session  to  session, 
and  requesting  a  like  communication  from  us.  Such  a  communication  may 
be  useful.  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  lay  this  before  the  General 
Assembly,  and  to  request  that  the  Secretary  furnish  the  delegates  with  an 
copy  extra  of  the  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  the  end  we  may  be 
enabled  to  make  the  communication  requested,  to  the  delegates  of  New 
Jersey.  This  may,  perhaps,  be  introductory  of  one  more  general,  and 
which  must  be  very  beneficial. 

We  enclose  your  Excellency  two  of  the  weekly  Journals  in  Congress  to 
those  heretofore  transmitted,  down  to  the  7th  of  August  last,  and  the  last 
week's  ncAvspapers.  We  congratulate  your  Excellency  upon  the  brave 
exploit  at  Paulus'  Hook  ;  upon  the  good  news  from  Spain  ;  the  further  suc- 
cess of  Gen.  Sullivan  against  the  Indians  ;  and,  we  trusi,  upon  the  reduction 
of  Fort  Detroit  by  the  celebrated  Col.  Clarke,  whose  exploits  at  the  Illinois 
in  the  capture  of  Gov.  Hamilton  were,  not  long  since,  announced  to  the 
public.  The  capture  of  the  Jamaica  fleet  is  a  most  capital  stroke.  Several 
have  been  brought  into  the  southern  ports.  Col.  Talbot's  exploits  and  good 
fortune  are  highly  pleasing,  and  he  continues  to  gain  with  hasty  steps  much 
honor  to  himself  and  to  the  State. 

Upon  application  of  the  town  of  Providence,  we  have  procured  a  resolution 
of  Congress  for  erecting  baiTacks,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  for 
quartering  the  troops  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  such  places  as  Gen. 
Gates  shall  approve.  As  this  must  greatly  relieve  the  distresses  of  many 
of  our  citizens,  we  flatter  ourselves  it  will  not  be  an  unacceptable  piece  of 
service. 

In  that  confidence,  and  with  full  assurance  of  our  unremitted  zeal  to 
serve  the  State  we  have  the  honor  to  represent,  we  are 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants. 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 
JOHN  COLLINS. 

Messrs.  Marchant  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  28th,  1779. 
Sir:  —  We  received  your  Exellency's  favor  of  the  3d  inst.,  enclosing  a 
certificate  of  the  valuation  of  the  black  regiment.     As  Congress  has  agreed 
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to  stop  the  press,  and  all  supplies  must  now  come  from  the  states,  your 
Excellency  will  perceive  that  there  can  be  no  preat  prospect  of  procur- 
ing the  balance  of  our  accounts.  However,  at  any  rate,  the  charge  of 
the  black  regiment  may  as  well  stand,  as  it  now  does,  blank  for  some  time, 
as  we  might  be  very  happy  to  procure  the  balance  exclusive  of  that  charge. 
There  will,  very  probably,  be  some  charges  that  will  not  finally  be  allowed. 
We  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  procure  an  order  on  the  treasury  at  Rhode 
Island,  for  a  sum  amounting  as  near  as  may  be  our  balance.  But  we  are 
so  doubtful  of  our  success  herein,  that  we  would  Avish  the  State  not  to  build 
much  upon  it.  Great  will  be  the  calls  for  money,  and  great  must  be  the 
exertions  of  the  States.  The  time  is  come  when  we  are  called  upon  to 
fulfil  the  engagemenils  which  every  one  most  cheerfully  made  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  contest.  We  must  part  with  some  share  of  our  interest  to  save 
the  rest,  and  if  we  ai'e  obliged  to  sell  some  part  of  our  estates  to  secure  the 
noblest  cause  on  earth,  who  is  the  man  that  will  shrink  from  the  trial.  One 
grand  exertion  in  freely  giving  and  lending  will,  under  the  kindness  of 
Heaven,  put  our  affairs  in  a  state  of  security  beyond  the  reach  of  our  ene- 
mies to  injure. 

The  French  Minister  has  letters  from  Count  D'Estaing,  off"  Savannah  in 
Georgia.  The  plan  of  operations  has  been  consiilted  with  Gen.  Lincoln 
and  the  executive  powers  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  9th  of  this  mouth  was 
fixed  for  making  the  attack  upon  the  British  in  Georgia.  Should  the  Count 
succeed  there,  he  bends  his  course  to  the  northward,  to  join  us  in  such  fur- 
ther measures  during  the  rest  of  the  campaign,  as  may  most  conduce  to  the 
general  interest.  Whether  New  York  or  Rhode  Island  will  be  the  first 
object,  we  cannot  say  ;  we  wish  we  may  be  able  to  accomplish  both,  and  by 
the  most  decisive  measures  strike  a  deadly  blow  to  our  enemies,  and  rid  the 
world  of  their  tyranny  and  oppi'ession. 

We  enclose  your  Excellency  a  weekly  Journal,  in  course  of  those  before 
sent,  down  to  the  lith  of  August,  as  also  the  last  weekly  papers,  and  are, 
with  great  respect  and  esteem. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 
JOHN  COLLINS. 

Henry  March  ant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  12th,  1779. 
Sir  :  —  Mr.  Collins  sat  out  last  Tuesday  for  Providence,  meaning,  how- 
ever, to  take  the  camp  in  his  tour,  and  proposed  to  wait  there  a  few  days  for 
Count  D'Estaing's  arrival,  and  to  put  himself  on  board,  if  possible.    Before 
he  receipt  of  this,  your  Excellency  will  have  received  the  address  of  Con- 
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gress  and  the  late  subsequent  resolutions  calling  upon  the  State  for  all  future 
supplies.  Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that,  from  an  arbitrary  and  unrea- 
sonable depreciation  of  the  currency,  no  way  proportioned  to  the  emissions, 
the  amazing  high  prices  have  caused  the  monthly  expenditures  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  army  and  the  common  cause,  to  be  very  enormous.  It  cannot 
be  doubted  but  that  the  very  assessment  of  these  taxes,  at  least,  the  first 
and  second  monthly  collections,  must  have  an  effect  upon  prices,  and  appre- 
ciate the  currency.  As  soon  as  this  shall  be  happily  aifected,  I  should  pre- 
sume that  Congress  will  be  able  proportionably  to  relax  in  the  future  taxes. 
As  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  has  hitherto  taken  more  than  its 
proportion  of  taxes,  and  its  situation,  from  the  invasion  of  the  enemy  and 
the  consequent  scattering  of  a  great  part  of  its  inhabitants,  and  other  con- 
siderations, has  most  severely  distressed  the  State,  I  was  so  happy  as  to  pre- 
vail in  reducing  our  proportion  of  the  taxes  for  the  year  1780,  one-third 
less  than  heretofore.  Should  the  enemy  at  Rhode  Island  either  be  taken 
or  find  themselves  constrained  to  evacuate  it,  the  State  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, if  they  shall  see  proper,  so  to  enlarge  their  taxes  as,  in  some  measure, 
to  lighten  their  own  internal  debt.  For  Avhile,  on  the  one  hand,  we  feel 
the  weight  of  the  present  taxes,  it  will  be  plainly  seen,  that  moneys  will 
never  be  raised  with  more  ease  than  when  the  currency  is  in  its  greatest 
depreciated  state.  That  time,  I  must  presume,  is  now,  for  I  must  please 
myself  with  the  reflection  that  the  virtue,  generosity  and  patriotism  of  my 
countrymen  will  strike  a  most  decisive  stroke  to  the  last  hopes  of  our  ene- 
mies, which  are  alone  built  on  the  destruction  of  our  cuiTency,  and  will,  by 
the  most  vigorous  measures,  and  by  almost  any  temporal  sacrifice,  regain 
a  confidence  in  the  currency  which  shall  confound  our  enemies  and  speedily 
establish  peace,  liberty,  and  independence  to  the  United  States.  The  first 
sacrifice  is  always  the  cheapest ;  and  the  way  to  preserve  our  property  and 
truly  enrich  ourselves,  is  to  make  a  great  present  sacrifice  of  partial  inter- 
ests. The  state  of  New  Jersey  has  addressed  Congress  in  the  strongest 
terms  upon  the  subject  of  regulating  prices,  and  prays  that  Congress  will  take 
it  into  serious  consideration  and  recommend  a  plan  for  that  purpose  to  all 
the  states.  Indeed,  New  Jersey  never  repealed  their  former  act,  but  sus- 
pended it  only  till,  as  they  say,  the  wisdom  of  the  other  states  should  per- 
ceive, as  they  do,  the  absolute  expediency  of  the  measure.  Congresss  has 
committed  the  address  of  New  Jersey  to  a  committee  of  one  member  from 
each  State.  The  legislature  of  New  Jersey  has  sent  forward  to  the  dele- 
gates of  all  the  states  in  Congress  an  address  to  every  state,  requesting  that 
those  addresses  may  be  forwarded  by  the  delegates  of  their  respective  states. 
And  I  have  accordingly  enclosed  one  to  your  Excellency.  Should  such  a 
measure  take  place,  the  expenditures  would  be  diminished  and  taxes,  I  pre- 
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sumc,  Avould  be  proportionably  lessened.  I  should  be  glad  of  tlic  sense  of 
my  constituents,  upon  so  important  a  subject.  Should  I  not  receive  any,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  act  from  such  principles  as  I  conceive  were  the  induce- 
ments of  their  late  transactions  in  convention. 

We  are  iu  momentary  expectation  of  hearing  of  Count  D'Estaing  near 
the  shores.  We  have  no  late  official  accounts.  Report  says  that  au  attack 
has  been  made  upon  the  garrison  at  Beaufort,  that  after  an  action  of  three 
hours  and  a  quarter,  it  was  carried,  nine  hundred  of  the  enemy  made  pris- 
oners, all  their  baggage  and  stores  taken,  and  their  shipping  there  destroyed. 
That  the  Count  had  ordered  his  ships  up  the  Savannah  to  cooperate  with 
Gen.  Lincoln.  A  few  days  must  give  us  full  information.  Our  affairs 
abroad  are  in  the  most  prosperous  train.  Most  of  the  European  powers 
wish  us  well ;  and,  if  all  of  them  do  not,  we  know  of  no  enemy  but  Britain, 
and  we  know  not  that  they  have  a  friend  in  heaven  or  on  earth.  It  behooves 
us,  however,  to  be  our  own  friends,  so  may  we  expect  the  further  blessings 
of  Heaven,  and  the  completion,  a  happy  completion  to  the  glorious  struggle. 
And  I  trust  Heaven  is  ready  to  hand  it  out  to  us,  as  soon  as  we  shall  be 
fully  disposed  to  receive  it. 

That  so  glorious  a  day  may  not  be  far  off  is  the  sincere  prayer  of, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

P.  S.  —  I  enclose  your  Excellency  the  weekly  Journals  of  Congress,  in 
course,  down  to  the  28th  of  August. 

In  the  midst  of  business.    I  hope,  therefore,  inaccuracies  will  be  excused. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  26th,  1779. 
Sir  :  —  I  was  yesterday  favored  with  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  12th 
instant.  I  have,  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  communicated  to  Congress  the 
measures  which  continue  to  be  exerted  by  the  Legislature,  and  by  all  ranks 
and  degrees  of  the  good  people  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
At  the  same  time,  I  have  not  failed  repeatedly  to  represent  the  difficulties, 
grievovis  expenses  and  peculiar  distresses  that  State  hath  hitherto  sustained. 
I  shall  make  an  application  for  a  further  supply  of  moneys  on  account.  But 
as  all  supplies  are  in  future  to  be  expected  from  the  states,  your  Excellency 
will  readily  suggest  how  difficult  it  may  be  to  procure  such  an  order  from 
Congress.  My  most  strenuous  efforts  shall  not  be  wanting,  and  I  am  con- 
fident there  will  not  be  wanting  a  disposition  in  Congress  to  comply  with 
the  request  of  the  State.  Yet  I  dare  not  flatter  myself  or  the  State  with 
any  great  success.     I  enclose  your  Excellency  the  paper  of  the  week. 
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I  congratulate  you  upon  the  prosperous  train  of  affairs  in  Georgia.  The 
Count  D'Estaiug  has,  however,  been  detained  longer  than  was  hoped  for, 
but  we  may  expect  in  a  few  days  a  happy  condition  of  affairs  there,  and 
the  appearance  of  the  Count,  when,  if  not  before,  I  expect  to  hear  that  New- 
port is  evacuated.  It  will  be  a  pleasing  circumstance  that  Wallace  is  at 
length  a  prisoner.  The  enemy  have  destroyed  the  works  at  Stony  and 
Verplanck's  Points,  and  are  hiving  themselves  in  New  York.  1  hope  a  sul- 
phureous vapor  will  soon  rise  there  to  their  utter  destruction.  I  pray  your 
Excellency  present  ray  respects  to  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly, 
and  assure  that  respectable  body  that  I  am  their  and  your  Excellency's 
Most  devoted  and  obedient,  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Henry  Marchant. 

Waravick,  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  ) 
November  5th,  1779.  ) 

Sir  :  —  I  received  your  favor  of  the  12th  of  last  month,  and  laid  the  same 
before  the  Assembly,  which  convened  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  prior  to 
•which  I  had  received  the  address  from  Congress,  which  has  been  published 
in  the  Providence  newspapers  ;  which  appears,  by  what  you  mention,  call- 
ing upon  the  states  for  a  further  supply  of  money  to  be  paid  monthly,  to  be 
an  introduction  for  that  purpose.  For  myself,  I  am  sincerely  desirous 
the  states  may  cheerfully  fall  in  with  the  measure,  but  as  this  State  has  not 
yet  completed  their  proportion  of  the  several  sums  heretofore  required  by 
Congress, — that  is  to  say,  of  the  fifteen  millions  and  forty-five  millions,  as 
also  the  loan  of  twenty  millions  dollars, — though  they  have  paid  a  very 
considerable  part  toward  it,  they  did  not  think  proper  at  their  last  session 
to  order  a  further  sum  then,  but  I  flatter  myself  they  will  do  it  timely. 

As  to  regulating  the  prices  of  articles,  I  can  only  say,  that  what  has  been 
done  in  that  respect  here,  has  been  by  the  people  at  large  ;  that  the  Assem- 
bly has  not  given  me  any  direction  concerning  that  matter.  The  conven- 
tion stood  adjourned  to  the  day  before  yesterday,  when  there  were  present 
members  from  ten  towns  only.  They  adjourned  until  next  Monday  Aveek,  and 
passed  a  resolve  requesting  that  the  several  towns  in  the  county  of  Newport 
would  convene  and  choose  members  to  meet  at  the  adjournment  in  convention. 
There  has  also  been  a  convention  of  the  New  England  states  and  New  York, 
respecting  said  affair,  who,  I  hear,  have  come  to  a  resolution  to  recommend 
to  those  states  that  the  prices  of  articles  should  be  regulated,  and  that 
inland  embargoes  should  be  taken  off.  I  have,  therefore,  without  any  order 
from  the  Assembly,  thought  proper  to  give  you  the  state  of  these  matters, 
but  what  will  be  the  event,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say.     Those  embargoes 
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tend  much  to  disunite  the  inhabitants  of  the  different  states,  as  well  as 
greatly  to  distress.  You  have  doubtless  heard,  before  this,  of  the  enemy's 
having  evacuated  Rhode  Island,  for  which  I  sincerely  congratulate  you. 

Since  writing  the  above,  the  post  has  come  in  from  Providence,  without 
bringing  an  answer  to  your  letter  which!  sent  there,  as  the  Secretary  had 
the  papers,  and  Mr.  AVelcome  Arnold  and  Theodore  Foster  being  by  the 
Assembly  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  the  state  of  the  matter,  con- 
cerning the  vessel  that  was  captured  by  one  Tyler,  down  at  Nova  Scotia, 
and  lay  the  same  before  the  Assembly.  But  as  they  have  not  sent  me  your 
letter,  nor  answer,  shall  endeavor  to  answer  it  by  relating  every  circum- 
stance, as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  which  was  as  follows  : — 

Capt.  Tyler  went  down  to  Nova  Scotia,  and  there  captured  a  vessel  which 
belonged  to  Mr.  Colt.  After  which  he  went  on  shore  into  his  house,  and 
there  plundered  him  of  about  every  thing  he  could  lay  his  hands  on,  as  to 
money  and  clothing,  even  down  to  baby  linen  which  he  took  out  of  the 
drawers.  Prior  to  this  Mr.  Colt  had  procured  a  protection  from  the  state  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  to  secure  him  from  being  captured  by  any  of  the  armed 
vessels.  He  has  even  appeared  very  friendly  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  Avho  have  been  made  prisoners  by  the  enemy,  and  put  up 
at  his  house  on  their  way  home ; — all  of  which  appeared  to  the  owner's 
advantage  to  that  degree  as  to  induce  them  to  give  up  their  claim  to  the 
vessel  and  articles  plundered  by  said  Tyler,  Avhich  appearing  to  the  Assem- 
bly, considering  that  Tyler  went  ou  shore,  contrary  to  the  resolution  of 
Congress,  they  thought  proper  to  pass  an  order  that  the  vessel  and  articles 
plundered  should  be  given  up  to  said  Colt. 

I  am,  sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect. 

Your  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  9th,  1779. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  most  heartily  congratulate  your  Excellency,  the  State, 
and  America,  upon  the  evacuation  of  Newport,  by  that  most  savage  host 
that  hath  so  long  inflicted  our  country.  It  is  a  happy  event,  and  I  hope  will 
soon  be  followed  with  the  entire  extirpation  of  the  British  from  out  of 
America. 

I  could  have  wished  for  your  Excellency's  own  communication  to  me,  of 
so  important  an  event.  Your  Excellency  and  the  other  branches  of  the 
Legislature,  amidst  all  the  joys,  vvill  have  an  immediate  accession  of  impor- 
tant considerations : — The  future  safety  of  the  town  of  Newport  and  the 
State  in  general ;  the  proper  line  to  be  adopted  as  to  the  internal  enemies, 


LETTER  FROM  GOVERNOR  GREENE.  257 

which,  permit  me  to  suggest,  it  is  expected  will  be  wise,  just  and  firm.  Not 
only  the  present  peace,  but  the  future  welfare  of  the  State,  if  not  America, 
will  attend  much  upon  this.  The  next,  and  perhaps  not  less  important 
consideration  will  be  necessary  against  the  more  open  foe.  Now  for  the 
town  of  Newport, — is  it  capable  of  a  full  defence?  The  difficulty  and 
expense,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  advantages  to  the  State  and  the  common 
cause,  on  the  other.  How  far  the  State  of  herself  is  capable  of  making  and 
supporting  a  defence,  in  present  and  future,  and  how  far  the  United  States 
are  interested  therein  now  or  may  be  hereafter,  and  how  far  they  ought  to 
be  called  upon.  The  best  of  military  and  political  wisdom  ought  to  be 
consulted  upon  this  occasion.  I  am  but  capable  of  suggesting  broken  hints. 
However,  such  as  they  are,  I  find  myself  constrained  to  make  them,  from 
the  love  I  bear  to  the  true  interests  and  happiness  of  the  State  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  and  the  glory,  happiness  and  independence  of  America. 
I  am,  Avith  great  truth,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

P.  S.  —  I  enclose  your  Excellency  two  of  this  week's  Journals,  of  course 
down  to  Sept.  11th,  1779,  and  this  week's  papers. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Henry  Marchant. 

November  9th,  1779. 

Sir:  —  Your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  respecting  the  afiair  of  Isaac 
Tyler's  petition  to  Congress,  having  come  to  hand,  I  shall,  agreeably  to 
your  request,  attempt  to  state  facts  as  I  apprehend  they  appeared  to  the 
Assembly,  and  the  reason  which  induced  the  Legislature  to  order  a  restora- 
tion of  the  property  plundered  by  Tyler  and  his  people,  from  Messrs.  Foot 
and  Corning. 

At  the  General  Assembly  held  in  Providence  in  August  last,  Messrs. 
Foot  and  Corning  presented  a  petition,  whereof  a  copy  is  enclosed,  to  Avhich 
you  will  be  pleased  to  refer.  In  support  of  the  facts  alleged  in  this  petition, 
a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Richard  Derby,  jun.,  who  had  been  member  of  the 
Council  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  the  President  of  that  Council,  and  a  paper 
signed  by  all  the  principal  people  of  Salem,  were  read  before  the  Assembly, 
asserting  their  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  petitioners  ;  that  they 
had  been  friendly  to  the  American  cause,  and  had  made  great  exertions  in 
favor  of  the  subjects  of  the  United  States,  and  soliciting  that  justice  might 
be  done  to  the  petitioners,  and  compensation  made  for  the  damage  they  had 
sustained.  A  number  of  evidences,  as  weU  written  as  parole,  were  pro- 
duced to  the  Assembly,  specifying  particular  instances  of  the  friendship  of 

17 
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the  petitioners  to  the  cause  of  America,  especially  Capt.  Joseph  Almy,  in 
person,  testifying  that  when  he  was  obliged  to  run  the  brig  Cabot  on  shore, 
in  Nova  Scotia,  to  escape  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  that  the 
house  of  Capt.  Foot,  one  of  the  petitioners,  was  an  asylum  where  Capt. 
Olney  and  his  people,  to  the  number  of-  one  hundred  and  eighty  men,  were 
very  kindly  received,  and  where  they  remained  until  they  consumed  all  the 
provisions  in  the  house  ;  that  Capt.  Foot  and  Capt.  Corning,  the  petitioners, 
did  everything  in  their  power  to  serve  Capt.  Olney  and  his  people,  procured 
a  vessel  and  transported  all  the  people  who  belonged  to  the  Cabot  over  the 
Bay  of  Fundy,  whereby  they  Avere  enabled  to  return  home  ;  that  had  it  not 
been  for  the  exertions  of  the  petitioners,  Capt.  Olney  and  all  his  people  must 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  A  person  who  was  taken  with  the 
vessel  and  brought  from  Yarmouth  by  Tyler,  testified  that  they  sailed  from 
Boston  the  first  twenty-four  hours  after  they  left  Yarmouth.  But,  upon 
consultation  between  Tyler  and  some  of  his  people,  respecting  the  passport 
or  protection  the  vessel  Avas  under,  from  the  Council  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
it  Avas  concluded  that  it  Avould  not  be  prudent  for  them  to  go  to  Boston. 
That  they  themselves  altered  their  course  and  sailed  for  this  State, — Tyler 
expressing  himself  to  this  effect :  "It  will  not  do  for  us  to  carry  the  vessel 
to  Boston,  if  we  do  this  paper  will  play  hell  with  us."  That  this  person 
afterwards  enquired  for  this  passport  or  protection,  and  was  told  by  Tyler 
"  it  was  safe  enough."  It  appeared  clearly  to  the  Assembly  that  this  paper 
had  been  in  Tyler's  possession,  and  that  it  was  either  secreted  or  destroyed, 
although  he  denied  before  the  House  his  ever  having  seen  it. 

The  folloAving  order,  passed  by  the  Council  of  Massachusetts  State  was 
read  before  the  Assembly,  viz. :  — 

State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  Council,  ) 
August  6th,  1779.  J 

Ordeked,  That  the  petitions  of  Zachariah  Foot  and  DaAid  Corning,  with 
the  papers  accompanying  them,  be  transmitted  to  the  authority  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  as  they  may  take  such  order  thereon  as  they  may  think 
proper  for  the  restitution  of  the  property  of  the  petitioners,  and  such  compen 
sation  for  their  suffering  as  justice  may  require. 
True  copy — Attest 

JOHN  AVERY. 

A  resolve  of  Congress,  recommending  to  the  scA^eral  states  to  pass  laws 
for  preventing  the  subjects  of  these  states  from  plundering  the  houses  and 
inhabitants  of  the  islands  and  country  adjacent  to  these  states,  in  the  power 
of  the  enemy,  Avas  also  read.     This  wise,  humane,  and  just  recommenda- 
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tion,  perhaps,  had  considerable  weight  in  determining  the  House  to  order  a 
restitution  of  their  property.  A  paper,  signed  by  all  the  owners  of  the  vessel 
which  Tyler  commanded,  whereby  they  signified  their  unanimous  opinion 
that  all  the  property  ought  to  be  returned  to  the  petitioners,  and  relinquish- 
ing all  claim  thereto,  was  also  read. 

The  matter  was  taken  up  with  a  great  deal  of  coolness  and  deliberation  by 
the  Assembly,  and  every  circumstance  was  maturely  and  justly  weighed.  Tyler 
had  two  attorneys,  Messrs.  Aplin  and  Helme,  who  said  everything  in  their 
power  in  his  favor.  But  it  was  known  that  Tyler  had  been  very  imprudent 
in  his  former  conduct ;  that,  with  the  same  commission,  he  had,  not  long 
before,  without  any  color  of  right,  taken  a  vessel  and  cargo  out  of  a  harbor 
in  Connecticut,  owned  in  that  State,  except  pai't  of  the  cargo,  which  was 
Continental  property  then  having  a  clearance  for  another  harbor  in  Connec- 
ticut, and  brought  the  same  into  this  State  ;  that  actions  had  been  com- 
menced against  him  by  the  Connecticut  owners,  and  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  and  large  damages  recovered  in  a  common  law  court  in  this  State. 

As  it  appeared  clearly  and  fully  to  the  House  that  the  petitioners  were 
very  friendly  to  the  United  States,  had  essentially  served  many  of  their 
subjects,  and  had  been  plundered  and  robbed  by  Tyler  and  his  people,  in  a 
most  cruel  and  inhuman  manner,  without  any  authority  or  commission 
therefor, — Tyler's  commission  only  empowering  him  to  capture  the  property 
of  the  enemy  upon  the  water,  or  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  and 
not  to  plunder  the  houses  of  unoffending  people  upon  the  land  ;  as  the  ves- 
sel and  cargo  itself,  at  the  time  she  was  taken,  was  under  protection  from 
seizure  upon  this  principle,  that  she  was  owned  by  friends  who  were  coming 
in  the  same  vessel  with  their  effects,  to  reside  in  one  of  the  United  States, 
and,  as  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  no  relief  could  be 
granted  to  the  petitioners  without  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature,  the 
Assembly,  therefore,  very  unanimously  passed  the  order  for  the  restitution 
of  the  property  of  the  petitioners,  agreeably  to  the  request  and  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  Council,  there  being  not  a  single  dissenting  voice 
in  the  lower  House. 

Notwithstanding  the  order  of  the  Assembly,  this  was  a  hard  case  for  the 
petitioners.  They  lost  a  very  great  part  of  their  property,  which  had  been 
plundered  and  Avas  embezzled  and  lost,  so  that  no  compensation  was  made. 

You  mention  that  Congress  are  a  good  deal  alarmed  at  the  interference 
of  any  of  the  states,  in  cases  when  the  extent  of  their  commissions  are 
questioned,  or  which  respect  matters  of  a  maritime  nature  transacted  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  ;  for  although  Congress  may  not  interfere  with 
the  internal  police  of  any  of  the  states,  yet  it  is  conceived  that  no  state  can 
graut  protection  to  the  vessels  in  trade  beyond  the  limits  of  their  state.     It 
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does  not  appear  to  me,  that  this  is  by  any  means  one  of  those  cases  you 
refer  to.  In  the  very  first  article  in  the  instructions  to  the  commanders  of 
private  sliips  or  vessels  of  war,  passed  by  Congress  April  3d,  177G,  they 
are  not  only  expressly  forbidden  to  capture  ships  and  vessels  bringing  persons 
who  intend  to  settle  and  reside  in  the  United  Colonies,  but  are  commanded 
to  suffer  such  vessels  to  "pass  unmolested,  the  commanders  thereof  per- 
mitting a  peaceable  search,  and  giving  satisfactory  information  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  ladings  and  destination  of  the  voyage.  It  appeared  that 
Corning  had  so  far  exerted  himself  in  favor  of  the  subjects  of  these  states, 
that  he  had  rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  the  enemy,  and  his  residence  at 
Yarmouth,  on  that  account,  had  become  unsafe.  That  he  therefore  had 
applied  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  to  be  admitted  as  an  inhabitant 
of  that  state,  with  liberty  to  bring  his  family  and  effects ;  that  thereupon 
the  Council  of  that  state  granted  his  request,  and  passed  the  order,  of  Avhich 
a  copy  is  also  inclosed,  to  which  you  may  refer.  This  cannot  be  called  "  a 
protection  to  a  vessel  in  trade  beyond  the  limits  of  their  state."  It 
amounts  to  no  more  than  this,  that  the  petitioner  had  liberty  to  sell  the 
property  he  brought  thither,  to  return  to  Nova  Scotia,  and  with  the  vessel 
to  bring  his  family  and  effects  into  that  state  where  he  was  born,  and  where 
he  had  lived  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  It  showed  that  he  intended  to  be- 
come an  inhabitant  of  that  state  ;  that  he  had  obtained  liberty  therefor  ;  and 
that  therefore  his  property  ought  not  to  be  liable  to  seizure  and  confiscation. 
A  query  will  now  arise,  whether  Corning  and  his  family,  with  his  effects,  at 
the  time  and  under  the  circumstances  the  vessel  was  taken  in,  in  July  last  by 
Tyler,  could  be  considered  in  any  other  light  than  as  coming  clear  within  the 
meaning  and  purview  of  that  provision  in  the  declaration  and  resolve  of  Con- 
gress, of  March  23d,  1776,  for  confiscating  the  property  of  the  enemy  in 
these  words,  viz. : 

"Provided  always  that  this  resolution  shall  not  extend  to  a  vessel  bring- 
ing settlers,  arms,  ammunition,  or  warlike  stores  to  and  for  the  use  of  these 
colonies,  or  any  inhabitants  thereof  who  are  friends  to  the  American  cause, 
or  to  such  warlike  stores,  or  to  the  effects  of  such  settlers." 

It  may  be  said  that  all  this  might  have  been  pleaded  in  the  Maritime  Court, 
and  that  therefore  there  was  no  necessity  of  the  interference  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  the  matter.  In  answer  to  which,  it  may  be  observed  that  the 
Admiralty  Court  has  no  cognizance  of  anything  done  upon  the  land ;  that 
the  plundering  the  houses  of  the  petitioners,  in  the  wanton  and  cruel  man- 
ner complained  of,  from  the  principles  of  common  humanity,  required 
redress.  But  as  the  petitioners,  though  acknowledged  friends,  and  under 
protection,  were  not  the  denizens  or  subjects  of  any  of  the  United  States, 


CAPT.    TYLER    AND    THE    GENERAL    ASSEMBLY.  261 

they  could  not  therefore  maintaia  actions  at  common  law  for  recovering 
their  property,  and  would  not  be  suffered  to  appear  and  plead  in  any  of  the 
courts,  neither  would  it  have  been  in  the  power  of  the  judge  of  the  Admi- 
ralty Court  to  have  decreed  the  property  to  the  petitioners  or  claimants,  as 
the  same  was  not  taken  within  his' jurisdiction  upon  the  water,  but  upon 
land  within  the  body  of  a  county. 

The  property  plundered  from  the  houses  was  not  therefore  even  pretended 
to  be  libelled  in  that  Court  or  any  process  against  it.  As  therefore  the  peti- 
tionei'S  could  neither  sue  in  the  court  of  common  law,  nor  have  any  hearing 
in  the  Admiralty  Court,  notwithstanding  it  was  evident  they  were  friends 
to  and  meant  to  become  the  subjects  of  the  United  States,  the  General 
Assembly,  therefore,  supposed  this  was  one  of  those  extraordinary  "  casus  • 
imperii,"  where  it  is  necessary  that  the  transendant  sovereignty  of  the 
State  should  interpose,  that  justice  might  be  done.  '■'■  Fiat  Justitia  mat 
Ccelum"  is  an  old  maxim  founded  upon  this  principle,  that  justice  is  due  to 
all  men.  And,  although  it  is  the  general  rule  that  all  legislative  bodies  are 
bound  to  govern  according  to  the  standing  and  promulgated  laws,  yet,  when 
justice  cannot  be  obtained  without  the  interposition  of  the  legislature,  it  is 
very  common  that  the  sovereign  power  in  all  states  steps  in  to  lend  its  aid, 
and  oblige  its  subjects,  as  far  as  may  be,  to  comply  with  the  first  principles 
of  government,  this  being  one  of  the  most  noble  and  distinguished  preroga- 
tives of  sovereignty.  In  short,  the  parties  and  the  cause  were  before  the 
Assembly,  and  a  full  hearing  .and  deliberation  had,  before  a  decision  was 
given,  M'uich  only  obliged  some  of  their  own  subjects  to  comply  with  the 
first  dictates  of  justice  and  humanity.  I  cannot,  therefore,  imagine  the 
General  Assembly  will  think  of  conceding  to  a  measure  that  will  ultimately 
derogate  from  the  exercise  of  their  supreme  legislative  authority  in  the  State 
they  represent,  and  over  which  they  preside. 
I  am,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect. 

Your  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

From  the  facts  recited,  no  one  can  doubt  the  justice  of  the 
decision  made  by  the  Assembly  in  this  case.  That  the  peti- 
tioners had  suffered  a  great  wrong  at  the  hand  of  the  respond- 
ent, is  very  evident,  and  it  is  especially  evident  that  they 
were  entitled  to  redress.  It  is  not,  however,  quite  as  evi- 
dent that  the  Legislature  was  the  proper  tribunal  to  decide 
the  question  of  wrong,  and  to  award  judgment.  Their  right 
to  act  in  the  matter  and  in  the  manner  they  did,  however,  is 
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fully  justified  by  prccedeut  usage.  The  records  of  the 
Assembly  abound  in  instances  in  which  similar  powers  were 
exercised  by  them  before  this  and  after  this,  down  almost  to 
the  present  day.  They  were  not  fastidious  in  the  forms  of 
their  proceedings.  They  would  never  permit  the  forms  of 
law  to  sanctify  injustice,  or  to  stand  in  their  way.  And  it 
seemed  of  little  consequence  to  them  who  did  wrong,  or 
what  the  wrong  was.  If  they  had  the  means  of  righting  it, 
they  used  them. 

A  notable  instance  of  the  interference  of  the  General 
Assembly,  occurred  in  1794.  The  British  sloop  of  war 
Nautilus,  C.  W.  Boynton,  commander,  anchored  in  Newport 
harbor  to  obtain  some  supplies.  It  was  rumored  that  seve- 
ral impressed  American  seamen  were  among  her  crew.  The 
Assembly  were  in  session  in  Newport.  The  commander  of 
the  Nautilus  and  his  lieutenant  were  on  shore.  The  Assem- 
bly resolved  that  they  should  not  be  permitted  to  return  to 
their  vessel,  until  a  committee  of  the  Assembly  had  visited 
her,  and  examined  her  books.  Capt.  Boynton  submitted, 
and  gave  an  order  for  the  examination  by  them.  Accom- 
panied by  the  British  Vice  Consul  at  Newport,  they  made 
the  necessary  search  and  found  six  American  seamen  unwil- 
lingly doing  duty.  On  their  report,  Capt.  Boynton  directed 
them  to  be  sent  ashore  to  him,  and,  after  examining  into  the 
matter,  paid  them  their  wages  by  the  usual  order  on  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  and  discharged  them  from  fur- 
ther duty.  This  was  a  very  informal  mode  of  accomplishing 
a  right  object.  None  of  the  discharged  seamen  were  citizens 
of  Rhode  Island. 

Henry  March  ant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  14tli,  1779. 

Sir  :  — Your  Excelleucy,  having  before  informed  me  that  a  warrant  upon 

the  State  treasurer'  would  be  acceptable,  for  a  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  out 

of  the  taxes,  as  they  might  be  collected,  and  having  since  repeated  to  me 

the  necessities  of  the  State,  especially  as  they  were  now  called  upon  to  pro- 
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vide  clothing  for  their  own  troops,  I  have  been  nnremittent  and  incessant  in 
my  applications,  under  but  small  hopes  of  success,  merely  from  the  state  of 
the  Continental  treasury  and  the  supplies  of  money  which  must  very  soon 
be  derived  only  from  the  states.  But,  happily,  and  beyond  my  fears  and 
expectations,  I  have  obtained  a  report  of  the  treasury,  and  a  resolution  of 
Congress  thereon,  in  favor  of  the  State,  for  three  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  taxes  as  they  are  or  may  be  collected.  I  enclose,  your 
Excellency,  the  resolution,  that  you  may  be  informed  without  delay.  The 
warrant  will  be  duly  forwarded. 

I  wish  I  could  have  congratulated  your  Excellency  and  the  State  upon 
success  in  Georgia.  Events  have  been  unfortunate,  though  many  advan- 
tages have  been  derived  from  the  Count  D'Estaing's  appearance  there,  and 
his  conduct  has  been  a  proof  of  his  highest  attachment  to  our  cause  and 
interest,  and  an  earnest  of  the  future  support  we  may  expect,  not  only  from 
him,  but  from  his  nation. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Convention  at  Hartford  have  been  received,  and 
are  under  consideration.  I  am  confident  they  are  well  approved  of,  for, 
indeed,  previous  to  them,  a  committee  of  each  state,  by  order  of  Congress, 
had  under  consideration  a  plan  for  a  general  limitation  of  prices,  and  the 
report  is  now  ready  to  be  made. 

The  Minister  Chevalier  E'Luzerne  is  to  make  his  public  entrance  next 
Wednesday. 

I  expect  Mr.  Ellery  in  a  few  days,  and  I  propose  to  set  out  by  the  25th 
of  this  month,  at  farthest.  I  hope  to  meet  your  Excellency  in  health,  and 
the  State  invigorated  by  their  late  deliverance. 

I  am,  with  great  truth,  your  Excellency's  and  the  State's 

Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCH  ANT. 

P.  S.  —  Enclosed  your  Excellency  will  find  two  weekly  papers. 

Henry  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  16th,  1779. 
Sir  :  —  In  my  last  I  enclosed  your  Excellency  a  resolution  of  Congress, 
granting  a  warrant  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  upon  the  general 
treasurer  thereof,  for  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  their 
quota  of  taxes.  I  now  enclose  your  Excellency  the  warrant.  In  a  late 
appointment  out  of  Commissioners  for  the  Chambers  of  Accounts,  I  nomi- 
nated Mr.  N.  Mumford,  and  he  was  elected,  of  which  I  have  given  him 
notice.  How  far  it  may  be  to  his  interest,  I  know  not,  or  whether  he  may 
be  more  serviceable  within  the  State  or  in  this  appointment,  I  am  uncertain. 
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I  should  wish  that  whenever  our  public  accounts  come  to  be  settled,  there 
may  be  some  person  near  to  explain  any  difficulties  that  may  arise.  He 
will  not,  and  by  no  means  ought  he  to  be  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  set' 
tie  and  adjust.  Then  as  he  audited  them  for  the  State,  by  order  of  the 
General  Assembly,  but  being  present  he  may  give  much  light  to  those  to 
whom  the  accounts  may  be  submitted  for  settlement.  However,  I  had  the 
public  good  in  view  in  the  recommendation,  as  I  looked  upon  him  as  a 
complete  accountant ;  at  the  same  time  I  conceived  it  would  not  be  disagree- 
able to  the  State,  if  they  can  dispense  with  liis  services  where  he  is. 

I  was,  yesterday,  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  5th  instant, 
and  for  the  several  articles  of  information  therein,  I  am  much  obliged.  As 
to  Capt.  Tyler's  affair,  I  wrote  your  Excellency  before  ; — it  was  committed. 
No  report  is  yet  made,  and  I  am  well  persuaded  that  nothing  will  be 
reported  in  the  least  to  the  discredit  of  the  doings  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Too  much  caution,  however,  I  think  cannot  be  used  upon  any  gi-eat  politi- 
cal question. 

I  have  nothing  to  communicate  of  news  but  what  may  be  in  the  enclosed 
public  print,  but  I  have  still  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  am 
Yours  and  the  State's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Delegates. 

Warwick,  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  ) 
19th  November,  1779.  I 

Gentle^len  : — I  wrote  to  Mr.  Marchant  two  weeks  past  concerning  the 
vessel  captured  at  Nova  Scotia,  by  Capt.  Tyler,  what  I  could  then  recollect, 
as  I  did  not  at  that  time  receive  the  draft  of  the  letter  I  wrote  to  Messrs. 
Ward,  Theodore  Foster  and  Welcome  Arnold,  they  having  the  papers 
concerning  the  affair.  If  Mr.  Mai'chant  should  be  come  away,  this  is  to 
inform  you  that  it  is  done  by  the  request  of  a  letterl  received  from  him.  By 
enquiring  of  Congress,  you  can,  no  doubt,  be  informed  of  the  circumstances 
attending  this  matter  ;  and  as  it  is  an  affair  that  much  concerns  the  State,  I 
embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  upon  the  receipt  of  the  draft  of  these  gen- 
tlemen's letter  to  sign  it  and  transmit  the  same  to  you,  which  you  Avill 
find  to  contain  the  particular  cii'cumstances  much  fuller  than  that  written  by 
me  above  mentioned.  The  Council  of  War  ordered  me  to  write  to  the  Board 
of  War,  concerning  the  clothing  for  the  Continental  troops  in  this  depart- 
ment, that  what  was  purchased  here  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  might  be  appropri- 
ated towards  clothing  them  ;  in  answer  to  which,  I  received  a  letter  from  that 
honoi'able  Board,  stating  that  they  have  not  the  means  in  their  hands  for  pur 
chasing  clothing  for  any  of  the  officers,  and  that  each  respective  State  is  in 
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future  to  clothe  its  own  officers,  which,  perhaps,  may  be  the  most  prudent 
method,  as,  in  that  case,  they  will  very  probably  have  orders  from  each 
respective  Loan  Office  for  that  purpose.  As  the  season  of  the  year  is 
already  come,  that  the  whole  of  the  clothing  they  are  to  have,  is  much 
wanted,  and  as  there  is  but  a  small  sum  of  money  in  the  General  Treasury 
of  this  State,  and  considering  the  difficulty  that  attends  our  account  already 
with  you,  a  very  considerable  part  of  which  as  yet  unpaid,  exclusive  of  a 
large  sum  since  accrued,  the  account  of  which  is  now  making  out  by  the 
Auditor,  which,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  transmit  to  you  soon,  it  Avill  be  very 
difficult  for  this  State,  at  this  time,  to  raise  any  further  sums  for  the  pur- 
poses above  mentioned.  I  shall  therefore  be  glad,  if  you  will  move  in  Con- 
gress that  the  legislative  authority  of  this  State  may  have  an  order  upon  the 
Loan  Office  here,  to  draw  whatever  sum  they  may  find  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  clothing  of  the  Continental  officers,  belonging  to  this  State.  I 
doubt  not,  when  you  consider  the  necessity  of  this  measure,  you  will  embrace 
the  earliest  opportunity  to  effect  it. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  Avith  very  great  esteem. 

Your  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

Mr.  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  23d,  1779. 
Sir  : — I  have  nothing  of  moment  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency 
since  my  last,  save  that  seven  or  eight  ships  of  the  line  and  some  frigates  of 
Count  D'Estaing's  fleet  are  in  Chesapeake  Bay.  The  Count  himself,  with 
the  other  part  of  his  fleet,  were  in  Georgia  when  we  last  heard  from  him. 
What  will  be  his  next  operation  is  not  yet  known.  Mr.  Ellery  has  not  yet 
arrived,  although  from  his  last  letter,  I  was  led  to  expect  him  by  the  20th 
of  this  month.  I  must,  at  all  events,  set  out  in  a  few  days.  The  circum- 
stances of  my  family  will  absolutely  require  it,  as  well  as  some  other  consid- 
erations. I  enclose,  your  Excellency,  four  of  the  weekly  Journals  of  Con- 
gress, bringing  them  down  in  course  to  the  9th  of  October  ;  as  also,  several 
newspapers. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  esteem  and  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  MARCHANT. 

Mr.  Ellery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  30th,  1779. 
Sir  : — Mr.  Marchant,  who  will  hand  this  to  your  Excellency,  will  give 
you  such  information  as  we  have  to  communicate.     It  was  my  intention  to 
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have  Wcaitcd  upon  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  session  in  South  Kings- 
town, and  to  have  presented  my  accounts,  but  the  evacution  of  Rhode  Island 
prevented  it.  Thither  I  was  called  to  see  whether  there  were  any  remains 
of  the  property  I  was  once  possessed  of  in  that  island,  and  to  provide  some 
articles  for  my  family  in  my  absence.  All  the  destructible  property  I  had 
there  was  utterly  destroyed.  The  warm  attachment  I  had  shown  to  the 
rights  of  my  country  asked  better  treatment  from  men  who  had  boasted  of 
their  regard  to  justice  and  humanity.  If  I  should  hereafter  return  to  New- 
port, I  will  hope  that  the  General  Assembly  will  assist  me  in  procuring 
some  Tory  habitation  until  better  times  shall  enable  me  to  provide  for  myself. 
There  is  a  considerable  balance  due  to  me,  and  your  Excellency  and  the 
General  Assembly  are  sensible  that  in  the  depreciated  state  of  my  money, 
it  requires  a  very  large  sum  to  give  a  family  but  slender  support.  I  shall 
be  much  obliged  to  the  Assembly,  if  they  will  order  the  General  Treasurer 
to  advance  to  me  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  myself  to  be  accountable. 
I  hope  to  be  informed  seasonably,  of  the  doings  of  the  General  Assembly, 
at  their  respective  sessions,  until  my  return  ;  of  the  state  of  our  taxes,  loans, 
«fec.,  and  of  every  matter  of  a  public  nature  ;  that  I  may  be  able  to  give 
every  necessary  information  to  Congress  from  time  to  time.  On  my  side 
nothing  shall  be  wanting  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  State  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  and  the  interests  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
I  am,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

Messrs.  Ellert  and  Marchant  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  30th,  1779. 

Sir  : — Mr.  Ellery  arrived  yesterday,  and  this  day  took  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress. By  yesterday's  post  we  were  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letter 
of  the  19th  instant,  enclosing  a  statement  of  the  pi'oceedings  of  the  General 
Assembly,  respecting  Captain  Tyler.  We  have  laid  that  statement  before 
Congress,  Mho  have  referred  it  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of 
Captain  Tyler  was  refei'red.  We  conceive  it  will  give  full  satisfaction  to 
Congress,  as  it  certainly  throws  the  matter  in  a  very  different  light  from  the 
suggestions  made  in  C^apt.  Tyler's  petition. 

Your  Excellency  must,  before  this,  have  received  Mr.  Marchant's  letter, 
wherein  he  enclosed  a  warrant  in  favor  of  the  State  for  three  hundi'ed  thou- 
sand dollars,  upon  our  State  Treasurer.  This,  we  conceive,  supei'cedes  the 
necessity  of  any  application  in  the  mode  your  Excellency  has  pointed  out. 
That  sum,  most  certainly,  is  the  last  the  State  may  expect  out  of  the  treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  or  from  any  of  their  public  funds.    For  all  moneys 
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must  come  from  the  State  for  every  purpose.  We  are,  therefore,  well 
assured,  the  State  will  be  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  strict  econ- 
omy aod  every  possible  exertion. 

We  enclose  your  Excellency  the  weekly  newspaper,  and  beg  leave  to  sub- 
scribe ourselves. 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY, 
HENRY  MARCHANT. 
P.  S. — Mr.  Marchant  proposes  to  set  out  to-morrow. 

William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  14th,  1779. 

Sir  :  —  Since  Mr.  Marchant  left  us,  nothing  new  has  turned  up.  Con- 
gress is  employed  in  devising  ways  for  supporting  the  army  at  the  least 
expense,  for  preserving  the  credit  of  our  money,  and  defending  the  southern 
states.  The  states,  I  believe,  will  be  soon  called  upon  to  furnish  such  pro- 
visions and  other  necessary  articles  for  the  war,  as  they  can  supply  with 
the  greatest  convenience,  to  be  credited  therefor  in  the  quotas  of  moneys  to 
be  raised  by  them  respectively.  The  officers  in  the  great  civil  department 
of  the  army,  it  is  proposed,  shall  hereafter,  instead  of  receiving  commis- 
sions, be  paid  by  fixed  salaries,  &c.,  &c. 

The  North  Carolina  brigade  are  gone  on  for  South  Caralina,  and  wil* 
be  followed  by  the  Virginia  troops.  Our  intelligence  from  New  York  is, 
that  eight  or  ten  thousand  troops  are  about  to  embark.  Their  destination 
uncertain.  I  presume  Rhode  Island  is  not  their  object,  the  force  is  too 
great,  and  if  so  great  a  force  should  be  employed  in  any  other  quarter,  there 
will  not  be  troops  enough  to  spare  to  attempt  the  repossession  of  that  island. 
So  that  I  think  our  State  will  not  be  infested  by  the  enemy  this  winter. 
We  have  late  letters  from  Mr.  Bingham,  Continental  agent  at  Martinico, 
but  not  a  word  of  news.  No  letters  from  our  Plenipotentiary  for  some 
months  past.  The  enclosed  newspapers  will  give  you  all  the  news  we  have* 
The  articles  from  Alicant,  I  believe,  came  to  tha  French  Consul  here.  I 
wish  they  may  be  true.  The  destruction  or  capture  of  four  of  the  enemy's 
capital  ships  would  be  a  heavy  blow  indeed.  All  their  dependence  is 
upon  the  depreciation  of  our  money.  It  is  the  great  duty  of  every  state  to 
avert  that  mighty  evil.  The  radical  cure  for  depreciation  is  taxation.  I 
don't  doubt  but  what  our  states  will  apply  the  remedy  as  far  as  it  is  in  their 
power,  and  do  every  thing  within  their  exertions  to  produce  a  speedy  and 
honorable  peace. 

I  am,  with  great  haste,  and  as  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
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P.  S.  —  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  excuse  both  the  paper  and  the 
writing.  The  former  is  the  best  the  Secretary's  office  affords,  and  the  latter 
as  good  as  time  will  allow. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Mr.  Ellery. 

Warwick,  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.  ) 
Dec.  21st,  1779.  f 

Sir: — I  received  your  two  favors  the  week  past,  while  the  Assembly  was 
sitting  at  Providence  ;  since  which  I  have  returned  home  and  forgot  to  take 
the  letters  with  me  ;  that  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  if  I  do  not  answer  every 
sentiment  contained  in  them,  as  I  shall  endeavor  to  answer  whatever  I 
can  recollect,  and  must  leave  the  Secretary  to  do  the  rest ;  as  I  desired  him, 
immediately  after  the  acts  of  the  Assembly  are  printed,  to  forward  the 
schedules  to  you  agreeable  to  your  former  request. 

You  have  an  order  of  the  Assembly  for  one  tliousand  dollars  in  the  way 
you  mentioned.  You  observe  that  the  late  order  in  favor  of  this  State,  is  the 
last  they  may  expect,  as  in  future  each  respective  state  is  to  furnish  them- 
selves with  cash  ;  which,  by  the  way,  was  the  manner  in  which  the  State 
received  the  money.  In  consequence  of  the  last  order  upon  the  Loan  Office 
here,  and  unless  each  respective  state  can  receive  orders  from  time  to  time  to 
supply  their  troops,  in  the  same  way,  I  confess  I  am  at  a  loss  which  way  they 
are  to  be  provided  for ;  as  in  that  way  the  money  is  raised  by  the  State, 
although  ordered  by  Congress.  • 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Assembly  have  so  far  approved 
of  the  late  resolution  of  Congress,  recommending  to  the  United  States  to 
assess  a  tax  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  monthly,  for  the  term  of  nine  months, 
to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  February  next,  as  to  order  a  tax  of  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  into  the  Loan  Office  here,  in  the  months  of 
February  and  March  next.  They  have  also  ordered  that  the  wages  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  Cols.  Greene's,  Angell's  and  Shearburn's 
regiments  shall  be  made  good  for  them  from  the  time  they  entered  into  the 
service,  and  that  Col.  Angell's  regiment  be  filled  up,  for  the  encouragement 
of  those  who  may  engage  in  the  service  during  the  war,  in  said  regiment. 
They  are  entitled  to  receive  three  hundred  dollars,  and  their  wages  to  be  made 
good  to  them  as  above  ;  and  in  order  to  convince  those  who  are  already 
engaged  during  the  war,  that  the  State  means  to  do  them  justice,  except 
those  who  were  slaves  in  Col.  Greene's  regiment,  who  have  been  freed  by 
this  State,  they  ai'e  to  be  entitled  to  the  same  bounty,  one-half  of  which  to 
be  paid  them  immediately.  I  dare  say  when  you  consider  we  have  granted 
perhaps,  much  more  than  the  amount  of  what  there  now  is  in  the  State 
Treasury,  and  considering  the  aforesaid  tax  recommended  by  Congress, 
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which  I  hope  and  desire  may  be  punctually  complied  with,  you  will  readily 
agree  that  whether  we  can  have  an  order  for  a  further  sum  or  not,  in  future, 
we  shall  certainly  stand  in  need  of  one  in  the  same  manner  we  received  the 
late  order. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  know  your  sentiments,  Avhetheror  not  it  maybe  likely, 
should  not  the  enemy  be  in  force  stronger  than  what  they  noAv  are,  that  one 
of  this  State  regiments  may  be  likely  to  be  recommended  by  Congress  to 
General  Washington,  to  remain  within  this  State  for  the  defence  of  Rhode 
Island  the  ensuing  year,  as  there  must,  of  course,  be  a  number  of  troops  left 
on  there,  to  remain  during  the  continuance  of  the  war  to  defend  the  island 
against  armed  vessels  that  may  otherwise  land  and  plunder  and  burn  the 
town.  If  that  should  be  acceded  to,  it  may  very  likely  be  the  means  of 
preventing  our  raising  State  troops  the  ensuing  year,  which  would  be 
an  amazing  saving  to  this  State,  and  might  likely  be  an  inducement  for  this 
State  to  do  something  towards  filling  up  Col.  Greene's  regiment,  Avhich 
appears  to  me  might  be  very  easily  done  out  of  the  State  troops,  to  engage 
during  the  war,  Avere  we  not  to  engage  any  more  of  them  in  that  way,  as 
their  pay  is  in  future  to  be  kept  good. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  commission  empowering  you  to  meet  the  gentle- 
men that  may  be  appointed  to  meet  in  Convention  from  the  several  States, 
agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the  late  Convention  held  at  Hartford, 
for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  prices  of  articles  agreeable  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  Congress.  "^This  appointment  was  not  only  by  reason  that  the 
Assembly  thought  you  a  very  proper  person  to  represent  this  State  in  the 
proposed  Convention,  but  because  it  will  be  a  means  of  saving  a  very  con- 
siderable expense  of  Avhat  otherwise  Avould  have  accrued  for  one  to  have 
been  appointed  to  go  from  here  for  that  purpose,  so  that  I  doubt  not  you 
will  cheerfully  accept  the  appointment. 

William  Eelery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  21st,  1779. 
Sir  :  - —  The  enclosed  extracts  and  copies  are  sent  forward  to  your  Excel- 
lency that  intelligence  may  be  given  to  the  captors  of  the  Greyhound  of  the 
determinations  of  Congress  respecting  the  capture  of  that  vessel.  The  dele- 
gates from  the  Massachusetts  Bay  do  also  transmit  extracts  to  the  President 
of  their  Executive  Council.  Your  Excellency  will  observe  that  the  names 
are  not  properly  spelled,  and  that  our  Providence  is  called  New  Providence. 
These  are  mistakes  of  the  French,  which  the  translator  could  not  correct. 
As  the  delegates  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  have  given  infoi'mation  to  their 
state,  perhaps  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  publish  an  advertisement  on  this 
occasion.     K  it  should  be  done,  all  the  concerned  can  be  notified  at  the 
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same  time.     Biit  of  this,  as  well  as  the  mode  of  giving  intelligence  to  Mr. 
Wood  and  the  other  seamen,  your  Excellency  is  a  proper  judge. 

The  cry  for  money  from  every  department  is  so  vehement  and  peremptory 
that,  unless  the  treasury  is  very  soon  supplied,  the  most  alarming  conse- 
quences will  take  place.  Therefore  I  hope  that  ours  and  the  other  states 
will,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  collect  Avhat  may  remain  uncollected  of  their 
taxes.  Congress  is  at  its  wit's  end.  Unless  taxation  and  loaning, — espe- 
cially the  first, — go  on  briskly,  notwithstanding  all  our  successful  efforts, 
we  may  be  undone.  We  are  now  at  the  very  pinch  of  the  game,  if  I  may 
so  express  myself.  If  we  can  but  supply  our  army  a  few  months  without 
further  emissions  of  money,  the  game  is  our  own.  We  then  can,  at  our 
leisure,  and  as  may  be  most  just  and  convenient,  appreciate  our  currency, 
and  thereby  force  the  enemy  to  make  peace  with  us,  whose  whole  depen- 
dence now  is  that  our  army  will  disband  for  want  of  supplies,  and  that  we 
shall  sink  under  the  load  of  multiplied  emissions  of  paper  bills.  The 
motives  to  vigorous  exertions  are  great  and  pressing.  I  hope  the  exertions 
of  the  states  will  be  proportionate.  We  have  nothing  new. 
I  am,  with  every  sentiment  ot  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

John  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Newport,  December  22d,  1779. 
Dear  Sir  :  —  I  received,  yesterday,  a  recommendation  from  the  Honora- 
ble General  Assembly  that  excuses  my  going  to  Philadelphia  this  inclement 
season  of  the  year,  to  attend  my  duties  in  Congress,  as  the  State  may  be 
represented  by  one  member,  for  which  indulgence  I  renturn  the  Honorable 
General  Assembly  my  hearty  thanks  ;  but  being  assured  it  is  not  the  wish 
of  the  greater  part  of  my  constituents  the  State  should  be  represented  in 
Congress  by  one  member  only,  and  as  I  have  been  requested  by  them  to 
attend  Congress  as  their  representative,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  comply  with 
their  request,  and  not  be  frightened  by  frost  and  snow  from  my  duty  to  my 
constituents. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JOHN  COLLINS. 

William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  4th,  1780. 
Sir  :  —  Since  I  last  had  the  honor  of  writing  your  Excellency,  nothing 
material  has  occurred.      But  as  I  may  be  thought  negligent  unless  I  writ© 
now  and  then  to  the  Assembly,  I  therefore  now  resume  my  pen. 
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We  have  not  received  any  foreign  intelligence  for  a  long  time,  and  nothing 
domestic  but  the  sailing  of  the  long  talked  of  embarkation  from  New  York. 
They  sailed  in  two  divisions.  The  first,  which  consisted  of  more  than  one 
hundred  sails,  and  which  Gen.  Washington  says  it  is  generally  imagined 
consisted  of  returning  transports  and  private  vessels  bound  to  Europe,  sailed 
on  the  23d  ultimo.  The  last  division,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
sails,  principally  large  ships,  put  to  sea  the  26th.  A  large  number  of  troops 
were  in  the  fleet,  but  how  great  the  number,  by  whom  commanded,  and 
where  destined,  is  uncertain.  It  is  generally  thought  that  a  part  of  them, 
at  least,  are  bound  to  the  southward,  and  it  is  reported  that  Gen.  Clinton,  in 
person,  commanded  the  expedition.  Gen.  Parsons,  who  commanded  a  body 
of  troops  advanced  towards  the  Sound,  wrote  Gen.  Washington  that  a 
number  of  southern  refugees  are  said  to  be  on  board  the  fleet ;  among  them, 
Governor  Martin. 

Last  Tuesday,  we  had  a  very  heavy  storm.  I  hope  we  may  have 
the  pleasure  of  adopting  Queen  Elizabeth's  motto  : — '■'•Afflavit  Dtus  et  dis- 
sipantur."  It  is  said  that  the  Spaniards  have  taken  Pensacola.  If  this 
should  prove  true,  and  they  should  proceed  and  capture  St.  Augustine,  it 
would  make  a  fine  diversion  in  favor  of  Charleston,  provided  the  expedition 
from  New  York  should  be  intended  against  South  Carolina.  A  considera- 
ble body  of  troops  are  on  their  march  to  join  Gen.  Lincoln,  but  will  arrive 
there  too  late  to   succor  Charleston  against  the  supposed  intended  attack. 

We  are  busily  employed  in  financing  and  procuring  supplies  for  the  army. 
Bills  of  exchange  are  falling,  and  some  people  begin  to  be  apprehensive  of 
evil  from  appreciation.  These  are  favorable  symptoms,  as  we  have  put  a 
stop  to  further  emissions.  If  taxation  proceeds,  it  is  improbable  that  the 
money  should  further  depreciate.  A  letter  from  the  General  Treasurer  of 
our  State  to  the  Continental  Treasury  Board,  gave  them  and  me  great 
pleasure.  It  seems  by  that  letter  that  a  great  part  of  our  quota  of  the  tax 
was  collected,  and  that  the  whol^  would  be  in  the  treasury  by  the  first 
instant. 

Since  I  wrote  the  foregoing,  I  have  seen  a  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
who  informed  me  that  bills  of  exchange  and  every  article  were  falling  in 
that  state  when  he  left  it,  Avhich  Avas  but  a  few  days  before.  I  have  also, 
since  that  time,  seen  a  letter  from  Gen.  Lincoln,  but  it  contained  nothing 
new.  Congress  has  ordered  the  Treasury  Board  to  prepare  bills  of  exchange, 
to  be  sold  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  four  and  sixpence  Stirling. 
The  purchaser  when  he  receives  his  bill,  to  deposit  in  the  Loan  Ofiice  an 
equal  sum  in  Continental  money  to  be  estimated  at  the  rate  for  which  he  is 
to  receive  yearly  six  per  cent.  I  think  I  have  expressed  the  idea  clearly, 
but  the  resolution  will  soon  be  published. 
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The  incessant  and  large  demands  of  the  army,  and  the  slowness  with 
which  faxes  come  in,  have  made  this  measure  necessary.  This  is,  indeed, 
a  very  critical  period.  If  we  can,  however,  but  get  along  for  two  or  three 
months,  I  hope  Ave  shall  proceed  with  more  ease  and  satisfaction  in  future. 
A  considerable  body  of  men  have  enlisted  for  the  war.  This,  well  recruited, 
will  make  a  v-ery  respectable  army.  The  only  difficulty  is  to  furnish  it  with 
supplies.  If  we  can  but  give  steadiness  to  our  currency,  and  the  several 
states  will  exert  themselves  and  obtain  the  quotas  of  supplies  which  will 
soon  be  assigned  and  recommended  to  them,  all  our  difficulties  will  be 
removed. 

Wishing  success  to  every  measure  calculated  for  the  public  benefit,  pros- 
perity to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  and  health 
and  happiness,  with  many  new  years  to  your  Excellency, 
I  continue  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S.  —  Since  writing  the  foregoing.  Congress  has  received  a  letter  from 
Gen.  Washington,  dated  Dec.  30th,  1769,  in  which  he  mentions  that,  by 
the  last  accounts  he  can  get  of  the  British  troops,  which  left  i!s  ew  York  the 
26th  ultimo,  they  consist  of  six  British  regiments  :  The  grenadier  and  light 
infantry  of  the  army,  Rawlins'  corps,  the  legion,  the  queen's  rangers  and 
the  Hessian  grenadiers,  which  will  make  about  five  thousand  effectives. 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

Mr.  Ellery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  15th,  1780. 
Sir  : — In  consequence  of  the  powers  for  meeting  a  convention  for  limit- 
ing prices,  with  which  the  State  was  pleased  to  invest  me,  I  joined  it,  and 
after  frequent  meetings  we  came  to  the  resolutions,  which  are  herein  enclos- 
ed. I  did  not  forget  to  move  and  urge  the  convention  to  recommend  to 
such  states  as  have  passed  laws  laying  restrictions  on  inland  trade,  or 
inland  embargoes,  to  repeal  them  ;  but  they  did  not  choose  to  come  to  any 
determination  thereon,  until  they  should  have  decided  on  the  subject  of  regu- 
lating prices,  and  so  the  motion  is  postponed. 

For  news,  «fec.,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  te  Mr.  Collins'  and 
my  joint  letter,  and  I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
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The  papers  accompanying  IVIr.  Ellery's  letter,  show  a  meet- 
ing of  the  states  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut  and  New  York,  by  Commissioners,  at 
Hartford,  in  October,  1779,  and  the  adoption  of  a  resolution 
recommending  another  convention  of  the  same  states  with 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
to  be  held  in  January,  1780,  in  Philaldelphia.  At  the  time 
appointed,  all  the  states  except  New  York  and  Virginia,  w^ere 
represented,  and  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  these  two  states, 
the  Commissioners  adjourned  to  meet  in  April  at  Philadel- 
phia, on  the  ground  that  "  any  measures  for  regulating  prices 
adopted  without  the  concurrence  of  all  the  states  "  above 
named,  "might  prove  ineffectual." 

Messrs.  Elleky  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  15th,  1780. 

vSiR  :  —  Congress  has  come  to  sundry  resolutions,  determining  the  num- 
ber of  privates  of  which  the  army  is  to  consist,  and  adjusting  the  quotas  of 
the  states,  which  we  suppose  are  sent  to  the  states  ;  but  as  it  is  possible  that 
they  may  not  reach  your  Excellency  so  early  as  this  letter,  we  will  just 
mention  that  the  whole  number  of  privates  is  to  be  thirty-five  thousand,  and 
our  quota  eight  hundred  and  two.  We  objected  to  the  quotas  assigned  to 
our  State,  and  proposed  that  it  should  not  exceed  seven  hundred  men,  but 
were  not  able  to  procure  any  reduction.  Several  other  states  made  similar 
objections,  but  it  was  thought  too  late  to  alter  the  adjustment,  and  set  the 
matter  afloat ;  and  so  the  report  stands  as  it  Avas  offered  by  the  board  of 
war,  only  with  the  qualifying  resolutions  added  to  it  which  you  will  take 
notice  of. 

We  received  a  letter  last  Saturday  from  Mr.  Jay,  our  Minister  to  the 
Court  of  Madrid,  informing  us  that  the  Confederacy,  oft  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland, met  with  a  violent  storm  which  carried  away  her  masts  and 
bowsprit,  and  obliged  her  to  put  away  for  Martinico,  where  she  arrived  the 
19th  of  December.  His  letter  was  dated  the  20th.  He  further  advises  us 
that  a  British  squadron  from  St.  Lucia  fell  in  with  about  twenty-five  French 
merchant  vessels,  under  convoy  of  a  frigate  oft*  and  bound  to  Martinico. 
That  the  enemy  took  fourteen  of  them  and  drove  two  ashore.  Monsieur 
De  La  Mothe  Piquet  was  dispatched  to  pursue  them  as  soon  as  possible,  but 
his  force  being  inferior  to  the  enemy,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  recover  the 
capture. 
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Mr.  Bingham,  our  agent  at  Martinico,  in  a  letter  of  a  later  date,  men- 
tions that  Mr.  Jay  sailed  in  the  Aurora  frigate  for  France,  the  26th  of 
December.  We  are  told  that  there  are  letters  in  town  from  St.  Eustatia,  so 
late  as  the  middle  of  January,  but  not  a  word  of  news  from  Europe.  The 
Georgians  have  organized  government,  and  are  determined  to  hold  their 
state  as  long  as  they  can.  The  seat  of  government  is  at  Augusta.  The 
Spaniards  have  taken  possession  of  the  British  settlements  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  a  respectable  fleet  with  four  thousand  troops  sailed  from  Savan- 
nah for  Pensacola  or  Augustine  or  both,  the  beginning  of  December. 
Affairs  wear  a  better  aspect  to  the  southward  that  they  did  some  time  ago. 

We  have  not  received  any  intelligence  respecting  the  famous  fleet  from 
New  York  since  it  sailed. 

We  have  nothing  further  to  add  at  present,  but  that  we  are,  with  great 
respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
JOHN  COLLINS. 

P.  S.  —  Gen.  Lincoln,  in  a  letter  bearing  date  January  3d,  informs  that, 
by  the  last  accounts  from  Savannah,  he  was  informed  that  the  60th  regi- 
ment was  ordered  to  St.  Augustine.  The  enemy  seem  to  be  alarmed  at  the 
movements  of  the  Spaniards.  We  do  not  know  yet  the  fate  of  Mobile  or 
Pensacola.  There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  both  in  the  hands 
of  the  Spaniards.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  report  in  Savannah.  I  have  it 
from  deserters,  and  Mr.  Cowen,  one  of  our  officers  who  lately  left  it.  What 
foundation  there  is  to  the  report,  or  what  gave  rise  to  it,  I  kuoAv  not.  I 
have  my  doubts  with  respect  to  the  facts,  though  I  think  it  my  duty,  and 
that  I  may  safely  give  the  hint  on  mentioning  my  authority. 

I  am  just  informed  that  six  or  seven  hundred  of  the  North  Carolina  mili- 
tia are  arrived  at  Camden.  Camden  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  miles 
from  Charleston.  The  North  Carolina  Continental  brigade  were  pushing  on 
with  forced  marches. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Colliks  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  March  1st,  1780. 
Sir  : — This  will  be  accompanied  by  the  substance  of  a  system  which 
lately  passed  Congress  for  supplying  the  army.  An  exact  copy  will  be  trans- 
mitted by  the  President.  We  are  now  upon  a  plan  for  giving  stability  to 
our  money.  As  soon  as  any  measures  shall  be  agreed  on,  we  will  give  your 
Excellency  the  earliest  intelligence. 

Some  time  ago.  Congress  had  a  conference  with  the  Minister  of  France, 
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at  his  request,  by  a  committee,  when  among  other  things,  he  informed  us 
that  there  was  no  prospect  of  peace  this  spring ;  that  France  and  Spain 
were  making  preparations  for  a  powerful  diversion  ;  and  that  it  was  expect- 
ed on  our  part,  that  we  should  exert  ourselves  with  vigor  this  campaign  ; 
that  successful  operations  would  hasten  and  facilitate  negotiations  of  peace, 
&c.  &c.  This  is  the  substance  of  what  we  think  ourselves  now  at  liberty 
to  communicate. 

We  have  lately  received  a  letter  from  our  Minister  at  Paris  ;  but  not  a 
word  of  news,  saving  that  our  invoices  for  clothing  and  military  stores  had 
just  arrived,  and  that  he  was  encouraged  to  think,  that  our  application  would 
meet  with  success.  The  King  of  Britain's  speech  is  more  moderate  than 
usual ;  but  he  is  still  determimed,  it  seems,  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigor. 
It  is  our  duty  to  be  prepared  to  resist  his  efforts,  and  to  regain  the  possession 
of  such  parts  of  the  United  States  as  the  enemy  have  taken  from  us,  if  we 
can.  This  Ave  should  be  able  to  effect,  if  we  had  a  naval  force  superior  to 
that  of  the  enemy  ;  but  our  own  naval  force  is  weak,  and  what  force  our 
ally  will  have  in  America  the  ensuing  compaign,  we  know  not.  Count 
D'Estaing,  with  twelve  sail  of  ships,  has  gone  to  France.  It  is  said,  that 
on  his  passage,  he  had  taken  a  sixty-four  gun  ship  and  a  frigate,  but  I  be- 
lieve this  account  is  uncertain.  We  presume  that  their  places  will  be 
supplied,  because  we  cannot  conceive  that  our  ally  will  leave  the  West  In- 
dies exposed. 

No  certain  intelligence  hath  yet  come  to  hand  relating  to  the  famous 
York  fleet.  They  have  been  seen  at  sea.  Yesterday  a  letter  was  received 
by  a  merchant  in  this  place  from  one  of  his  captains,  who  had  just  arrived 
in  the  Chesapeake  from  the  West  Indies,  informing  him  that  in  lat.  28, 
long.  68,  he  had  come  across  a  transport,  which  was  one  of  that  fleet,  that 
had  been  wrecked  by  a  storm,  and  that  he  had  taken  out  the  men  and  left 
her  ;  that  Clinton  and  Cornwallis  were  on  board  the  fieet,  and  that  it  was 
bound  to  Georgia. 

Enclosed  is  a  newspaper,  which  will  give  you  all  the  flying  news.  We 
are,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY, 
JOHN  COLLINS. 

The  papers  enclosed  in  the  above,  contain  a  list  of  articles 
to  be  collected  by  the  different  states  for  the  use  of  the  army, 
to  be  deposited  in  each  state  where  the  Commander-in-Chief 
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shall  dii'eet ;  with  the  prices  at  which  they  were  to  be  cred- 
ited tot  hem  by  Congress.     The  quota  of  this  State  was, 

2,240  lbs.  beef. 
2,000  bushels  salt. 
68,G21  gallons  rum. 
400  tons  of  hay. 

The  prices  alllowed  for  these  articles  in  "  Spanish  milled 
dollars,"  were  for  beef,  from  5 J  to  8  dollars  for  112  lbs. 

Best  rock  salt,  $8  per  bushel  f  other  salt,  in  proportion. 

West  India  rum,  |1§  per  gallon  ;  Continental  rum  in  pro- 
portion to  the  price  of  rye. 

Hay,  the  best  upland,  $15  per  ton. 

Gov.  Greene  to  William  Ellert. 

Warwick,  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  ) 
•  March  8th,  1780.  i 

Sir  : — I  received  your  favor  of  the  23d  and  24th  of  last  January.  And 
I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  session  held 
on  the  4th  Monday  of  last  month,  agreeable  to  the  late  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, did  pass  a  resolve  to  raise  810  men,  including  those  already  raised  in 
Cols.  Greene's  and  Angell's  regiments  ;  and  for  the  encouragement  of  those 
who  are  inclined  to  engage  during  the  war,  they  are  to  be  entitled  to  receive 
a  bounty  of  three  hundred  dollars  from  the  State,  in  addition  to  that  given  by 
the  United  States,  and  their  wages  are  to  be  made  equally  as  good  in  silver  as 
it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  war.  When  you  consider  there  is  about 
one-half  the  above  number  of  men  now  to  be  raised,  there  being  but  about 
one-half  of  them  now  in  Cols.  Greene's  and  Angell's  regiments,  it  will  nat- 
urally inform  you  of  the  sum  that  will  be  wanting  on  that  score,  exclusive 
of  a  very  large  amount,  as  will  be  made  to  appear,  for  moneys  advanced  in 
behalf  of  the  Continent,  by  an  account  almost  ready  to  be  forwarded  to  you. 
I  have  written  to  Gen.  Washington  by  the  request  of  the  Assembly,  for  one 
of  this  State's  regiments  to  be  stationed  within  this  State  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign, and  shall  be  glad,  if  you  shall  find  it  necessary,  you  will  do  the  like, 
as  it  appears  to  me  very  reasonable,  considering  the  distressed  situation  of 
the  State,  together  with  its  former  and  present  exertions.  They  have  now 
resolved  to  raise  a  much  larger  number  than  their  former  proportion,  and 
for  what  reason  Congress  made  the  addition,  I  must  confess  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  determine.     I  am,  with  very  great  esteem. 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 
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William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  April  4th,  1780. 

I  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  8th  of  March  and  advert  to  the 
contents  of  it.  You  are  pleased  to  inform  me  that  the  General  Assembly, 
at  their  session  held  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  February,  passed  a  resolve  to 
raise  eight  hundred  and  ten  men,  including  those  already  in  Col.  Greene's 
and  Col.  Angell's  regiments.  You  then  mention  the  proposed  bounty,  &c., 
and  proceed  to  say,  that  "  When  you  consider  there  is  one-half  of  the  above 
number  of  men  now  to  be  raised,  there  being  about  one-half  of  them  nov?  in 
Col.  Greene's  and  Col.  Angell's  regiments,"  &c.,  &c.  Your  Excellency 
must  have  attended  to  the  words  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  immediately 
following  the  adjustment  of  the  quotas,  to  wit. : — "That  all  the  men  whose 
terms  of  service  do  not  expire  before  the  last  day  of  September  next,  be 
counted  towards  the  quotas  of  the  states,  to  which  they  respectively  belong, 
whether  they  compose  the  battalions  in  the  lines  of  the  several  states,  those 
of  the  additional  corps,  including  the  guards,  the  artillery  and  horse,  or  the 
regimental  artificers  in  the  departments  of  the  Quartermaster  General  and 
Commissary  General  of  military  stores,  who  being  credited  to  the  states, 
respectively,  should  be  provided  for,  deemed  and  treated  in  the  same  man- 
ner with  the  men  in  the  several  state  line,"  &c.,  &c. 

Now  sir,  if  we  have  any  men  belonging  to  our  State  in  Col.  Sherburn's 
regiment,  in  the  guards,  &c.,  &c.,  whose  times  do  not  expire  by  the  last 
day  of  next  September, — and  I  imagine  we  have, — they  must  be  counted 
towards  our  quota ;  and,  of  consequence,  included  in  the  number  of  our 
men,  as  well  as  those  in  Greene's  and  Angell's  regiments,  and,  therefore, 
if  the  supposition  I  have  made  proves  true,  we  shall  not  have  one-half  of 
our  quota  to  raise  if  about  one-half  of  it  is  now  in  Greene's  and  Angell's 
regiments.  I  have, been  the  more  particular,  because  I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  have  a  state  whose  quota  is  disproportioned  to  its  ability,  attempt 
to  do  more  than  is  required  of  it.  Sensible  that  our  quota  was  too  large, 
I  moved  and  urged  that  it  might  be  reduced  to  seven  hundred,  but  could 
not  get  Congress  to  agree  to  it.  When  the  arrangement  was  made  at  York- 
town,  one  regiment  only  was  assigned  to  us,  and,  perhaps,  if  we  had  not 
been  so  forward  to  raise  a  regiment  of  blacks,  without  the  request  or  even 
the  knowledge  of  Congress,  one  regiment  only  would  now  have  been  required. 
Our  State  hath  sometimes,  by  too  great  an  ardor,  injured  itself.  When  the 
account  hinted  at  comes  forward,  I  shall  exert  myself  to  have  it  paid,  and 
shall  take  notice  of  the  bounties  we  have  proposed  to  pay,  and  make  use  of 
every  other  argument  to  accomplish  the  wishes  of  the  State  which  my 
invention  can  suggest. 
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Your  Excellency  requests,  if  I  should  find  it  necessary,  that  I  would  write 
to  Gen.  Washington  on  the  subject  of  one  of  our  State  regiments  being  sta- 
tioned, this  campaign,  within  the  State.  I  could  not  think  it  necessary ; 
for,  if  I  had  known  what  your  Excellency  had  written,  I  have  not  the  van- 
ity to  imagine  that  I  could  have  suggested  any  additional  argument  or 
enforced  what  you  must  have  argued.  However,  as  it  seemed  to  be  your 
desire,  and  as  I  shall  always  consider  your  desires,  though  not  fully 
expressed,  as  commands,  I  have  also  written  to  the  General  on  that  head, 
and  shall  esteem  myself  very  happy  if  my  effort  should  contribute  a  mite 
towards  the  granting  of  so  reasonable  a  request.  I  wish  the  General 
Assembly  may  succeed,  but  when  I  consider  that  the  troops  of  the  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina  line  are  gone  to  the  southward,  and  that  he  chooses, 
and  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  have,  a  respectable  army  with  him,  I 
cannot  promise  myself  that  the  application  will  prove  successful. 

The  Board  of  Admiralty,  of  Avhich  I  am  a  member,  received  by  last 
Tuesday's  post,  a  letter  from  your  Excellency,  informing  them  that  the  Pigot 
Galley  was  so  rotten  and  so  dull  a  sailer,  that  she  was  unfit  for  service, 
and  proposing  that  she  should  be  sold,  all  but  her  military  stores,  and 
another  vessel  purchased  for  a  cruiser.  The  Board,  sometime  ago,  received 
a  letter  from  the  Captain  of  her,  proposing  that  she  should  be  repaired  and 
fitted  out  for  a  cruiser  ;  they  being  well  informed  that  she  was  but  a  dull 
sailer,  that  it  would  cost  much  to  repair  and  fit  her,  knowing  too  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  Congress  that  the  vessels  procured  in  pursuance  of  their 
resolutions  for  the  defence  of  our  bays  and  rivers  should  be  employed  as 
cruisers  ;  and  further  thinking  that  the  Pigot  Galley  might  in  her  present 
condition,  afford  some  protection  to  those  places,  were  content  that  she 
might  be  so  employed,  of  which  I  have  given  notice  to  Captain  Clarke,  in  a 
late  letter. 

If  Cougress  were  disposed  that  a  suitable  vessel  should  be  provided  for 
the  purpose  you  mentioned,  which  I  am  far  from  thinking  they  would  admit, 
yet  such  is  the  state  of  the  treasury  that  they  have  it  not  in  their  power  to 
purchase  a  piece  of  one.  Indeed,  we'  have  two  vessels  on  the  stocks,  and 
for  want  of  money,  we  cannot  even  launch  them.  If  the  Galley  is  of  no  use 
to  our  State,  I  could  wish  to  be  informed  of  it,  for  it  would  be  wrong  to 
keep  a  vessel  with  a  number  of  hands,  that  is  of  no  service.  Willing  to 
serve  the  State,  and  thinking  that  the  Galley  might  be  of  some  benefit,  and 
being  fully  sensible  if  she  was  sold,  it  would  be  impossible  to  supply  her 
place,  because  the  proceeds  would  be  otherwise  applied,  I  induced  the  Board 
to  consent  that  she  should  be  continued  in  the  service. 

I  shall  put  off,  if  I  can,  any  determination  on  your  letter,  until  I  receive 
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an  answer  to  this  ;  because  I  plainly  perceive  the  majority  of  the  Board  will 
be  for  selling  her  and  placing  the  money  on  the  ships  now  building. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S. — By  a  letter  from  Gen.  Washington,  yesterday,  we  are  advised 
that  a  fleet  from  Cork,  of  forty-five  sail,  had  arrived  at  New  York,  and  that 
he  was  informed  that  the  enemy  there  were  taking  up  transports,  perhaps, 
I  say,  to  carry  a  reinforcement  to  Gen.  Clinton,  to  supply  the  losses  he  sus- 
tained in  his  passage.  Gen.  Clinton,  the  12th  of  May,  Avas  at  James  Island, 
and  has  not  made  an  attack  on  Charleston. 

Gov,  Greene  to  William  Ellery. 

Warwick,  17th  April,  1780. 

Sir  : — I  received  your  favor  of  the  4th  instant,  aud  acknowledge  I  was 
short  in  not  including  the  numbers  you  mention  in  Colonel  Sherburn's  regi- 
ment, &c.  &c.  Since  I  wrote  to  you.  His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington  has 
taken  care  to  furnish  this  State  Avith  a  return  of  the  number  of  men  doing 
duty,  agreeable  to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  in  the  several  Departments, 
except  that  of  the  artificers,  which  I  recollect  was  omitted  in  that.  But  I 
doubt  not  this  State  Avill  take  care  to  be  properly  informed  in  regard  to  their 
numbers  already  on  duty  prior  to  tlieir  completing  the  number  oi'dered. 
As  the  snme  time  for  which  the  men  were  engaged  belonging  to  the  Pigot 
Galley  is  nearly  expired,  the  Council  of  War  have  ordered  her  up  to  Provi- 
dence, and  there  her  stores,  &c.,  to  be  properly  secured  until  further  order, 
as  she  is  not,  by  any  means,  a  suitable  vessel  to  answer  the  purpose  for 
which  she  was  intended,  for  reasons  you  notice  in  your  letter,  which  I  men- 
tioned in  that  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty. 

I  had  nothing  further  in  view  when  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  the  Board 
of  Admiralty,  requesting  to  have  another  vessel  in  lieu  of  the  Galley,  to  be 
for  a  cruiser  to  guard  the  island  of  Rhode  Island,  and  scour  the  coast  of 
small  armed  vessels,  that  she  should  proceed  any  farther  than  that  she  might 
be  able  to  return  into  the  harbor  of  said  island  in  a  few  hours.  It  appears  to 
me  a  suitable  vessel  to  be  employed  in  this  way  might  be  the  means  of  doing 
double  the  service,  with  the  number  of  men  she  would  require,  that  an 
equal  number  can  by  being  stationed  on  said  island. 

I  am,  with  very  great  esteem,  your  most  obedient, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 
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William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  April  18th,  1780. 

Sir: — Your  Excellency,  iu  a  letter  of  the  8th  of  last  March  informed 
me  that  the  account  of  the  State  against  the  United  States  was  very  large, 
and  that  it  would  soon  be  forwarded.  The  sooner  it  comes  to  hand  the 
better.  Very  lately  a  draft  was  reported  on  our  State  for  fine  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  favor  of  the  late  Commanding  General.  I  opposed  it 
with  all  my  might,  told  Congress  that  a  warrant  for  that  sum  would  exhaust 
the  last  farthing  of  the  debt  due  on  our  quota  of  taxes,  and  that  I  daily 
expected  that  the  State  would  present  their  accounts,  and  demand  a  very 
large  balance.  In  this  way,  I  got  it  reduced  to  one  hundi-ed  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  people  urged  so  pressingly  the  payment  of  their  debts,  and  it  is 
so  necessary  to  preserve,  or  rather  recover  credit,  that  warrants  are  contin- 
ually issuing  wherever  there  is  any  prospect  of  their  being  answered.  The 
want  of  punctuality  in  paying  their  taxes  where  the  quotas  were  large,  has 
depreciated  the  money  greatly,  and  greatly  embarrassed  our  affairs. 

I  acquainted  your  Excellency,  in  my  last,  that  I  had  written  to  Gen. 
Washington,  as  I  was  requested.  The  General  writes  me  that  he  has 
informed  you  of  the  improbability  of  his  being  able  to  comply  with  your 
request.  I  hope,  however,  that  the  recruits  the  army  may  receive  may  still 
render  it  prudent  for  him  to  continue  the  battalion  of  blacks  in  the  State. 

I  have  lately  received  a  letter  from  Gen.  Varnum,  informing  me  that  he 
was  directed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  request  me  to  act  and  do  every- 
thing necessary,  on  behalf  of  the  State,  for  their  obtaining  a  confirmation  of 
the  decree  in  favor  of  the  State  against  the  sloop  Crawford.  No  appeal 
has  been  lodged  with  the  Secretary,  notwithstanding  months  have  elapsed 
since  it  was  granted,  and  therefore  I  presume  the  appellants  do  not  mean 
to  prosecute  it.  Fees  are  enormously  high  here,  and  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  get  money  enough  to  fee  counsel  without  hiring  money,  the 
t;;easury  is  so  much  exhausted  ;  and,  therefore,  I  hope  the  mattter  will  be 
dropped  by  the  appellant. 

A  fleet  of  twelve  ships  of  the  line  has  arrived  at  Martinico,  with  a 
number  of  troops,  which  give  the  French  a  superiority  in  the  West  Indies. 
I  wish  thoy  could  spare  us  half  of  them  to  be  employed  against  the  enemy 
to  the  southward.  We  have  late  intelligence  from  Gen.  Lincoln.  Troops 
are  constantly  marching  into  South  Carolina,  I  am  informed,  and  it  is 
expected  that,  if  we  are  able  to  keep  possession  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston, 
we  shall  have  force  enough  by  land  to  keep  the  town. 

A  committee  has  lately  been  appointed  to  repair  to  headquarters  to 
arrange  departments,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.     Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  instructions 
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given  to  them,  which  points  out  their  business  more  particularly  than  I 
could  do  it  by  a  relation.  It  is  expected  that  great  advantge  will  result  to 
the  public  from  this  measure. 

Congress  has,  too,  passed  an  act  for  making  good  to  the  line  of  army, 
and  the  independent  corps  thereof,  the  deficiency  of  their  original  pay,  &.C. 
This  I  also  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency.  These  are  the 
most  material  acts  which  have  passed  Congress  since  I  last  had  the  honor 
of  writing  to  you. 

We  are  upon  a  plan  of  liquidating  the  value  of  Loan  Office  certificates, 
determining  to  do  justice  to  the  holders  of  them  as  exactly  as  possible. 
When  this  is  agreed  to,  I  will  transmit  it.  As  I  have  done,  I  mean  to  give 
every  information  and  to  perform  every  service  in  my  power,  which  may 
be  beneficial  to  the  State,  so  long  as  I  shall  continue  to  represent  it  in  Con- 
gress ;  and  whenever  my  constituents  shall  please  to  displace  me,  I  shall  go 
out  with  the  satisfaction  of  having  discharged  my  duty  at  least,  with  firm- 
ness and  integrity. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

PniLADELPmA,  May  2,  1780. 

Sir  : — Nothing  new  in  the  Congressional  line  hath  taken  place  since  our 
last,  but  what  will  have  reached  your  Excellency's  hands  before  this.  The 
frigate  Confederacy  arrived  here  last  Saturday,  from  Martinico,  and  con- 
firms the  account  of  the  arrival  there  of  sixteen  sail  of  the  line,  with  a  con- 
siderable body  of  troops,  so  that  now  the  French  have  a  decided  superiority 
in  the  West  Indies. 

An  express  arrived  here  last  evening  with  despatches  from  Gen.  Lincoln, 
to  the  9th  of  April,  the  substance  of  which  is,  that  the  enemy  crossed  the 
Ashley  river  in  force,  near  the  ferry,  on  the  29th  ult.,  and  encamped  about 
three  thousand  yards  from  our  line.  They  have  erected  works  in  front  and 
on  the  left,  and  on  Cooper's  river,  and  were  opening  lines  of  communica- 
tion. What  they  have  done  seems  rather  calculated  to  cover  their  approaches 
than  to  annoy.  Seven  ships  of  war  passed  Fort  Moultrie  on  the  8th,  and 
anchored  near  where  Fort  Johnston  stood,  without  any  apparent  injury. 
Our  people  were  employed  in  throwing  obstructions  in  the  passage  up  Coop- 
er's river,  thereby  to  preserve  a  communication  with  the  country,  from  which 
they  might  draw  succors  and  supplies,  and  meant  to  throw  up  works  in 
proper  places,  the  more  effectually  to  secure  that  communication.  General 
Wooltbrd,  with  about  seven  or  eight  hundred  of  the  Virginia  line,  arrived 
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the  7th,  and  tlie  North' Carolina  men  were  coming  in.  The  remainder  of 
Gen.  Scott's  troops,  and  some  militia  men  from  North  Carolina,  were  soon 
expected. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  results.  The  courts  of  war 
are  uncertain,  and  your  Excellency  can  make  up  as  good  a  one  as  we  are 
able  to  do.  Hoping  every  thing  will  eventually  turn  out  well,  we  are  with 
great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY, 
JOHN  COLLINS. 

P.  S. — Mr.  Ellery  has  received  your  Excellency's  letters  respecting  the 
Pigot  Galley,  and  will  lay  the  same  before  the  Admiralty  Board. 

The  session  of  Congress,  from  May,  1779,  to  May,  1780, 
was  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  On  the  28th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1779,  Mr.  Jay  having  been  appointed  Mmister  Pleno- 
potentiary,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  the  King  of  Spain,  resigned  his  office 
of  President  of  Congress.  Samuel  Huntingdon,  a  delegate 
from  Connecticut,  was  then  appointed  President. 

During  this  year  the  business  of  Congress  had  become 
more  systematized.  Standing  committees  with  more  general 
powers,  were  appointed.  The  appointment  of  the  Board  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  and  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals in  prize  causes,  relieved  Congress  of  business  in  detail, 
which  before  had  taken  much  time.  Private  petitions  and 
special  subjects  of  enquiry,  still  numerous,  required  special 
committees.  As  the  Journals  of  Congress  in  most  instances 
do  not  set  forth  the  prayers  of  these  petitions,  it  would  afford 
little  satisfaction  to  refer  to  them  separately,  or  to  the  com- 
mittees who  Avere  charged  with  them!  Upon  several  commit- 
tees of  this  kind,  the  services  of  the  delegates  from  this  State 
were  required. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  1779,  a  standing  committee  of  three 
was  appointed  to  correspond  with  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  army  in  South  Carolina  and   Georgia,  and  report  from 
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time  to  time  the  means  necessary  for  the  defence  of  those 
States.  Mr.  Marchant  was  one  of  this  committee.  On  the 
11th,  and  also  on  the  22d  of  November,  they  reported  on  let- 
ters received  from  Major  General  Lincoln,  requiring  men  and 
material  for  his  army,  which  were  acceded  to  by  Congress. 
Gen.  Washington  was  directed  to  order  the  North  Carolina 
troops,  or  such  others  as  could  be  spared  from  his  army,  to 
re-enforce  Gen.  Lincoln  ;  and  the  marine  committee  to  afford 
every  assistance  in  forwarding  men  and  stores.  On  the  29th 
of  July,  Mr.  Marchant  was  placed  on  the  Committee  of  Ap- 
peals in  prize  causes,  in  lieu  of  ]\Ir.  Ellery,  who  had  leave 
of  absence.  He  was  added,  also,  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Treasury,  on  the  9th  of  September,  to  hold  office  till  the 
Board  of  the  Treasury  should  be  arranged.  After  Mr.  Mar- 
chant had  leave  of  absence,  Nov.  30,  Mr.  Ellery  was  substi- 
tuted in  his  place,  on  the  Committee  of  Appeals.  On  the  8th 
of  December  he  was  elected  one  of  the  members  of  Congress 
on  the  Board  of  Admiralty. 

The  Journals  of  Congress  show  that  the  delegates  from 
this  State  took  part  in  most  of  the  important  business  before 
Congress.  It  is  fair  to  infer,  that  they  were  often  heard  in 
augument,  as  they  are  named  as  moving  or  seconding  motions 
on  many  occasions. 
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John  Collins,  Daniel  Mowry,  James  M.  Varnum,  and  Ezekiel  Cornell 
elected  Delegates  at  the  General  Election  in  May — Resolution  of  thanks 
to  past  Delegates — Ward  and  Hopkins  Controversy  reviewed — Delegates 
instructed  by  the  Legislature  to  petition  Congress  for  an  Appropriation  for 
Repairs  on  the  College  Edifice — Attendance  of  Delegates — Correspon- 
dence between  Delegates  and  the  Executive — Summary  of  the  Sessions 
and  Business  of  Congress — Depreciation  of  Paper  Money — Final  Ratifi- 
cation of  Articles  of  Confederation — Review  of  the  Labors  and  Honors 
of  the  Delegates  from  Rhode  Island. 

At  the  General  election  in  May,  1780,  John  Collins,  of 
Newport,  Daniel  Mowry,  of  Smithfield,  and  James  M.  Var- 
num, of  East  Greenwich,  were  elected  delegates  to  Congress. 
At  the  April  town  meetings,  there  was  no  choice  of  the  first 
delegate,  three  candidates  having  been  voted  for.  The 
Assembly,  in  grand  committee,  elected  Ezekiel  Cornell,  of 
Scituate,  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Their  commissions  were  simi- 
lar to  those  issued  the  preceding  year,  to  their  predecessors 
in  office,  and  including  a  provision  that  one  delegate  might 
represent  the  State,  when  the  others  were  necessarily  absent. 
Only  one  of  the  delegates  of  1779  was  reelected  this  year. 

The  folloAving  resolution  was  passed  at  the  May  session  : — 

This  Assembly,  fully  sensible  of  the  many  and  great  benefits  which  this 
State  hath  derived  from  the  exertions  of  those  eminent  abilities  and  the 
unremitted  attention  to  the  momentous  objects  of  their  appoiutment,  with 
which  the  conduct  of  "William  Ellery  and  Henry  Marchant,  Esqs.,  as  dele- 
gate from  this  State,  to  Congress,  hath  been  distinguished, 

Do,  THEREFORE,  VOTE  AND  ReSOLVE,  AND    IT    IS  VOTED  AND  ReSOLVED, 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Assembly  ba  given  to  these  gentlemen. 


286  RHODE    ISLAND    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Ellery,  at  the  same  session,  received  the  appointment 
of  Associate  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court.  The  omission 
of  Gov.  Hopkins'  name  from  this  peculiar  vote  of  thanks, 
and  certain  other  changes  made  in  the  State  officers  at  this 
election,  induce  a  suspicion  that  the  old  party  lines  between 
Hopkins  and  Ward,  or  town  and  country,  were  beginning 
again  to  be  revived. 

It  being  shown  to  the  Assembly,  at  May  session,  that  the 
college  edifice  in  Providence  had  been  used  as  a  barrack  and 
a  hospital  for  the  army,  and  thereby  so  injured  as  to  render 
it  unfit  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  had  been  erected,  they 
instructed  the  delegates  to  present  the  subject  to  Congress, 
and  urge  an  appropriation  for  its  repairs,  at  an  early  day. 

During  the  year,  the  Assembly  granted  various  sums  to 
the  delegates,  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  settlement  of  their 
accounts  with  the  State,  for  services  and  expenses. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  year,  Mr.  Collins  and  Mr. 
Ellery  were  present  in  Congress,  under  their  election  the 
year  previous.  Mr.  Ellery,  at  the  time,  was  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  on  the  Board  of  Admiralty.  After  the  expi- 
ration of  his  term  of  office  as  member  of  Congress,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  three  Commissioners  of  that  Board,  who 
were  not  members.  This  was  on  the  23d  of  June.  This 
office  required  his  attendance  at  the  place  where  Congress 
was  in  session. 

William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  May  16th,  1780. 

Sir  :  — Mr.  Collins,  who  left  this  place  last  week,  and,  it  is  said,  has  gone 
home,  will  acquaint  your  Excellency  with  the  occurrences  between  our  last 
and  his  departure.  Since  that  time,  we  have  received  letters  from  Dr. 
Franklin  and  Mr.  Adams,  by  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  bearing  date  from 
about  the  middle  of  February  to  the  first  of  March,  and  containing  in  sub- 
stance, the  following  intelligence  : 

The  Court  of  London  hath  earnestly  applied  to  the  Court  of  Russia  for 
assistance,  and  was  absolutely  refused.  A  hearty  friendship  subsists  between 
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the  latter  and  the  Court  of  France.  The  Dutch  entertain  more  favorable 
sentiments  of  us  than  formerly,  the  Stadtholder,  who  hath  been  against  us, 
acknowledges  he  hath  been  deceived,  and  is  for  furnishing  unlimited  con- 
voys to  their  trade,  Ireland  is  not  satisfied ;  Scotland  is  uneasy  at  the 
countenance  given  to  the  Roman  Catholic  religious  associations  and  commit- 
tees of  correspondence,  those  terrible  engines  to  despots,  which  have  alarmed 
the  Ministry  of  Great  Britain.  France  seems  determined  to  preserve  a  decided 
naval  superiorty  over  the  British  in  the  American  seas.  More  ships  and 
troops  are  coming  out,  and  perhaps  some  of  them  may  come  to  our  imme- 
diate assistance.  The  success  of  the  British  fleet  off  Gibraltar,  hath  flushed 
the  spirits  of  our  enemies,  but  not  at  all  disheartened  the  Spaniards. 

Captain  Jones,  in  the  Alliance,  is  ordered  to  America.  The  three  ships 
she  captured,  and  which  were  obliged  to  put  into  Denmark,  have  been 
ordered  by  its  king  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  British  Consul.  Against  this 
conduct  Dr.  Franklin  hath  remonstrated  and  demanded  a  restoration  of  the 
prizes,  or  their  value.  What  effect  his  memorial  will  have  is  uncertain.  Three 
millions  of  livres  ai'e  to  be  advanced  annually  by  France,  to  assist  us  in  procur- 
ing clothing,  &c.  for  the  army.  These  are  the  principal  articles  I  can  recollect. 
As  my  constituents  have  thought  fit  to  remove  me,  I  could  wish  to  return 
home  as  soon  as  possible,  and  therefore,  hope  that  one  of  the  newly  appoint- 
ed delegates  may  be  directed  to  set  out  for  this  place  as  soon  as  may  be 
convenient.  It  will  be  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  my  return,  that  I 
should  be  furnished  with  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  to  enable  me  to  pay 
my  debts,  to  purchase  a  horse,  one  of  mine  having  died,  and  to  bear  my 
expenses.  There  is  no  money  in  the  treasury  ;  I  have  no  acquaintance  that 
can  supply  me  ;  and  I  very  much  question  whether  twenty  thousand  dollars 
could  be  procured  here,  money  is  so  scarce  and  the  demand  for  it  so  great, 
even  upon  the  credit  of  the  State,  if  I  were  authorized  to  offer  it.  Therefore, 
permit  me  to  urge,  that  that  sum  be  sent  to  me  by  the  first  delegate,  other- 
wise, I  may  be  obliged  to  continue  here  months  at  the  expense  of  the  State, 
without  having  it  in  my  power  to  do  it  any  service. 
I  am,  with  the  highest  sentiment  of  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

p.  s, — Xhe  euemy  at  New  York  are  in  great  confusion,  it  is  said,  from 
an  expectation  of  a  visit  from  France.     No  late  news  from  Charleston. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Collins  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  May  21st,  1780. 
Sir  ;  —  la  our  last  letter,  we  informed  your  Excellency  that  the  haugh- 
tiness of  Great  Britain  had  determined  her  to  try  her  strength  another 
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campaign.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  it  behooves  the  United  States  to  be  fully 
prepared  to  resist  her  greatest  efforts,  but  it  is  our  duty  to  tell  you  plainly, 
that  unless  immediate  and  essential  relief  is  given  to  our  embarrassed 
finances,  it  will  be  impracticable.  The  sinews  of  war  must  be  braced,  and 
more  regular  and  more  ample  supplies  brought  into  the  treasury  than  it 
hath  received  for  months  past,  or  our  military  preparations  must  cease,  and 
the  most  pernicious  consequences  ensue.  Congress  has  long  seen,  with 
alarming  apprehensions,  the  crisis  to  which  a  continued  depreciation  of  our 
paper  currency  would  one  day  reduce  our  affairs.  They  have  given  fre- 
quent and  faithful  warnings  to  the  several  states,  and  have  exerted  every 
power,  on  their  part,  to  avert  the  impending  mischief,  but  to  little  or  no 
purpose.  The  evil,  like  an  uncontrolled  torrent,  hath  advanced  on  with 
rapid  progress  and  now  threatens  to  overwhelm  us.  Under  these  circum- 
stances. Congress  has  thought  it  necessary  to  adopt  a  new  plan  of  finance  ; 
and  have  accordingly  come  to  the  decisive  resolutions  which  we  now  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  to  you. 

The  main  objects  of  them  you  will  readily  perceive  are,  by  one  operation, 
to  give  an  establishment  to  the  paper  medium,  to  realize  the  nominal  debt 
of  the  United  States,  and  find  supplies  for  the  treasury. 

We  have  taken  the  liberty  to  point  out  very  briefly  the  objects  of  the 
plan  referred  to  and  the  necessity  which  compelled  Congress  to  adopt  it. 
We  will  only  subjoin,  that  if  it  should  meet  the  approbation  of  our  Legis- 
lature, we  hope  that  they  will  immediately  make  the  necessary  provision 
for  carrying  it  into  effectual  execution. 

In  a  letter  lately  written  by  Mr.  Ellery  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  he 
mentioned  the  substance  of  a  letter  received  not  long  since  from  Dr. 
Franklin,  and  also  transmitted  the  translation  of  a  letter  from  the  King  of 
France  to  Congress  ;  and  at  the  same  time  desired  His  Honor  to  commu- 
nicate them  to  your  Excellency  and  the  General  Assembly,  with  an  apolo- 
gy for  our  not  writing  the  Government. 

Since  then  we  have  received  no  intelligence  from  Europe  or  any  other 
quarter.  We  are  in  daily  expectations  of  hearing  something  from  the 
southward.  We  have  received  no  advices  from  thence  later  than  the  very 
beginning  of  February,  and  they  only  announced  the  arrival  of  part  of  the 
British  fleet  oft'  Georgia,  without  particularizing  their  number  or  the  num- 
ber of  troops  aboard.     Indeed  it  could  not  be  ascertained. 

Enclosed  is  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  29th  of  February  last,  which 
may  be  of  use  in  the  settlement  with  the  Continental  officers  and  soldiers 
of  our  State. 

Congress  has  passed  resolutions  recommending  a  revision  of  their  ten- 
der laws,  &c.,  of  which  we  will  also  transmit  a  copy  if  one  can  be  pro- 
cured before  the  post  goes  out 
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Since  writing  the  foregoing,  Congress  has  received  a  letter  from  Gen. 
Lincoln,  of  the  22d  of  February,  in  which  he  observes,  "  The  uncertain 
events  of  war  will  not  authorize  an  assurance  of  success,  but  I  think,  if 
my  requisition  of  two  thousand  militia  from  the  country  is  complied  with, 
and  Gen.  Hogan  with  our  other  expected  successors  arrives  in  time,  we  may 
flatter  ourselves  with  the  probability  of  an  effectual  opposition."  The 
intelligence  in  the  papers  respecting  the  enemy,  &c.,  at  the  southward  is 
good,  and  renders  it  unnecessary  to  copy  any  more  of  Gen.  Lincoln's  letter. 
We  are  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
JOHN  COLLINS. 

William  Ellert  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  May  23d,  1780. 

Sir  :  —  Since  my  letter  by  the  last  post,  I  have  been  informed  that  Gen. 
Cornell,  who  was  chosen  first  delegate  by  the  Assembly,  was  to  set  out 
very  soon  atter  the  election  ;  so  that,  in  all  probability,  the  money  I 
requested  might  be  sent  me  by  the  first  delegate  that  should  come  on,  will 
not  come  by  him.  I  have  now  to  request  your  Excellency  that  it  may  be 
transmitted  as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  last.  I  have 
applied  to  my  acquaintances  for  a  small  sum  to  pay  my  washerwoman,  and 
cannot  even  get  that,  so  scarce  is  it  and  so  difficult  to  be  had.  One  of  them 
told  me  that  he  had  been  offered  thirteen  per  cent,  for  two  hundred  dollars. 
I  have  a  warrant  on  the  treasury  which  I  would  sell  and  sustain  the  loss  of 
a  discount,  if  I  could  do  it,  rather  than  sustain  the  reproach  of  repeated 
dunniugs,  and  of  continuing  here  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  without  being 
in  a  capacity  to  be  useful  to  it.  I  am  not  the  only  poor  delegate  here ; 
many  are  in  the  same  circumstances,  and  have  been  obliged  to  write  to  their 
states  for  a  supply  of  cash.  I  hope  that  this  matter  may  be  attended  to,  and 
that  my  earnest  request  may  be  complied  with. 

We  have  no  late  accounts  that  may  be  depended  on  from  Charleston. 
Yesterday,  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy  had  attacked  the  works  on  the 
25th  ultimo,  and  been  repulsed.  This  day's  report  is  that  no  attack  had 
been  made  on  the  28th  ;  that  the  enemy  had  cannonaded  them  for  fifteen 
days  with  but  small  effect ;  that  they  had  invested  the  town,  but  our  troops 
were  in  good  spirits  and  determined  to  hold  possession  to  the  last.  If  they 
have  held  out  to  this  time,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  enemy  will  abandon 
the  siege.  The  letter  which  your  Excellency  will  receive  from  Congress 
before  this  reaches  you  contains  the  foundation  for  this  opinion. 

There  is  a  prospect  of  an  active  campaign.     I  wish  we  may  be  prepared 
19 
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to  oppose  them  vigorously  with  the  force  which  may  come  to  our  assistance, 
and  compel  our  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  us. 
I  am,  in  haste,  but  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  letter  from  the  Committee 
at  the  head-quarters  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  are  also 
inserted  because  referred  to  in  a  letter  from  Gen.  Cornell. 

In  Committee  of  Congress,  > 

MoRRiSTOWN,  25th  May,  1780.      i 

Sir  :  — Yesterday  we  were  honored  with  a  dispatch  from  Congress,  con- 
veying to  us  their  resolutions  of  the  19th  inst.,  together  with  a  copy  of  their 
circular  letter  of  the  same  date,  to  the  several  states,  from  New  Hampshire 
to  Virginia,  inclusive.  By  one  of  the  former  we  are  appointed  to  assist 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  in  drawing  out  supplies  for  the  army  ;  and  the  line 
of  conduct  we  are  to  pursue  is  pointed  out  in  those  subsequent.  The  whole 
having  been  transmitted  to  your  State,  together  with  the  circulars,  it  is  un- 
necessary to  enclose  your  Excellency  a  copy. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  these  papers,  we  laid  them  before  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  entreated  him  to  signify  what  supplies  were  imme- 
diately necessary  to  enable  him  to  move  the  army,  and  to  put  it  in  a  condition 
to  cooperate  vigorously  with  the  shortly  expected  succors  of  the  great  and 
generous  ally  of  these  states.  This  request,  we  candidly  avow,  was  more 
with  a  view  to  preserve  form  in  conducting  business,  than  for  want  of  com- 
petent information  on  the  subject,  that  having  been  fully  detailed  to  us 
by  the  General  and  others  on  former  conferences,  when  acting  as  a  com- 
mittee of  arrangements.  He  consequently  had  only  to  refer  to  what  had  been 
before  delivered  us  by  him  and  others,  and  which  was  in  substance  as  fol. 
lows : — 

That  the  army  was  five  months'  pay  in  arrears  ;  that  it  had  seldom  or 
never  since  it  took  this  cantonment,  more  than  six  days'  provisions  in 
advance  ;  that  at  present  it  is  without  meat,  and  has  been  on  half  or  quar- 
ter allowance  for  some  days  past ;  that  the  commissaries  cannot  give  any 
assurance  of  doing  more  than  barely  subsisting  the  troops  from  day  to  day, 
and  even  then  they  apprehend,  a  want  of  meat  will  frequently  prevail ;  that 
the  army  is  greatly  deficient  in  camp  equippage  ;  that  it  is  destitute  of  for- 
age for  the  few  horses  which  indispensable  necessity  has  required  should  be 
maintained  in  camp  ;  that  it  will  require  several  thousand  horses  to  move 
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the  amy  so  as  to  promise  any  effectual  operation  from  it ;  that  the  sick  in 
hospitals  have  not  a  sufficiency  of  those  articles  necessary  for  their  comfort ; 
that  carriages  in  considerable  numbers  are  wanted  ;  that  the  quartermas- 
ter general  has  not  a  competent  number  of  boats  for  the  use  of  the  army, 
in  case  any  offensive  operations  should  take  place  ;  that  he  has  no  new 
materials  for  constructing  new  boats  and  carriages,  nor  even  for  repairing 
the  old  ;  that  as  every  department  of  the  army  is  "ndthout  money,  and  not 
even  the  shadow  of  credit  left,  consequently  no  article  however,  necessary, 
can  be  procured  ;  that  the  transportation  even,  of  the  inadequate  supply  of 
flour,  forage  and  other  articles  hitherto  furnished  by  the  states,  is  at  a 
stand  ;  that  very  few  of  the  recruits  required  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
9th  of  February  last,  have  arrived  ;  that  from  information  received,  there 
is  no  prospect  that  any  considerable  number  will  timely  engage  in  the  ser- 
vice on  voluntary  enlistment ;  that  by  the  expiration  of  the  terms  for  which 
men  were  engaged,  deaths  and  desertions,  the  army  is  so  greatly  reduced, 
that  it  does  not  afford  a  probable  prospect  of  its  acting  with  any  degree  of 
efficiency  in  merely  defensive  operations  ;  that  the  patience  of  the  soldiery, 
who  have  endured  every  degree  of  conceivable  hardship,  and  borne  it  with 
fortitude  and  perseverance  beyond  the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine,  is 
on  the  point  of  being  exhausted  ;  that  a  spirit  of  discontent  is  encouraged 
by  the  arts  of  the  enemy,  whose  emissaries  hold  up  i^  printed  papers  distri- 
buted among  the  soldiery,  the  most  flattering  prospects  and  promises  to 
induce  them  to  desert  their  colors. 

The  evidence  given  us  to  support  this  detail  of  facts,  has  been  fully  corrobo- 
rated by  our  observations  and  inquiry,  and,  painful  as  the  contemplation  of  the 
distresses  our  country  labors  under  may  be,  we  conceive  it  would  have  been 
inconsistent  with  our  duty  to  have  palliated  or  disguised  them  in  an  address 
to  the  constituents  of  that  body  under  whose  authority  we  act,  as  they  ought, 
in  our  opinion,  to  be  fully  informed.  For  this  to  them  this  Committee  is  directed 
to  apply,  and  on  them  every  reliance  for  relief  and  assistance  must  rest,  in 
this  very  critical  and  important  moment.  But  so  far  are  we  from  despond- 
ing under  this  variety  of  circumstances,  that  we  reflect  with  a  satisfaction — 
the  result  of  conviction — that  the  country  is  not  destitute  of  the  resources 
necessary  to  enable  its  army  to  act  Avith  vigor  and  to  second  the  views  of 
our  illustrious  ally,  and  that  the  executive  and  legislative  powers  of  your 
State,  impressed  as  they  are  with  a  just  sense  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
object,  are  equally  desirous  and  capable  of  drawing  them  forth. 

******** 

Having  stated  what  appears  to  the  Committee  absolutely  necessary  to  be 
adopted  and  pursued  by  the  states,  permit  me,  Sir,  to  add,  we  are  author- 
ized to  communicate  that  the  naval  and  land  forces  alluded  to  by  Congress  in 
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their  circular  letter,  was  to  have  sailed  so  early  from  France,  that  they  may 
be  daily  expected  to  arrive  on  the  coast ;  the  orders  given  by  the  Court  of 
Versailles  for  the  line  of  conduct  to  be  observed  by  their  officers  in  combin- 
ing their  forces  with  ours  to  operate  against  the  common  enemy,  already 
evince  the  most  unbounded  confidence,  and  the  most  unequivocal  determin- 
ation, that  it  should  be  directed  by  American  counsels,  and  rendered  sub- 
servient to  the  interests  of  these  States.  This  generosity  on  the  part  of  our 
illustrious  ally,  strongly  points  out  the  necessity  of  taking  every  precaution 
in  our  power,  that  his  views  may  not  be  frustrated,  nor  his  arms  disgraced. 
Indeed,  we  should  be  left  without  the  shadow  of  an  excuse,  should  we, 
through  inattention  or  indecision,  neglect  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  advan- 
tages to  which  such  a  capital  succor  is  capable  of  being  improved.  We 
should  degrade  our  character,  disgrace  our  arms  and  evince  to  all  the  world 
that  we  were  either  destitute  of  resources,  wanted  exertion  to  draw  them 
forth,  or  wisdom  to  apply  them  ;  and  either  would  tend  to  discredit  our  cause 
and  stamp  these  states  with  indeUible  infamy. 

T.  H.  SCHUYLER, 
J.  W.  MATHEWS, 
NATH.  PEABODY. 
To  His  Excellency  Gov.  Greene. 

This  elicited  the  following  reply  from  Governor  Greene  : — 

Wabwick,  Rhode  Island,  June  6,  1780. 
Gentlemen  : 

I  received  your  Honors'  favor  of  the  25th  ult.  and  shall  lay  it  before  the 
General  Assembly,  who  are  to  convene  on  Monday  next. 

The  exhausted  state  of  the  treasury,  the  smallness  and  bad  supply  of  our 
army  and  the  loss  of  public  credit  as  described  in  yours,  are  circumstances 
truly  alarming.  These,  with  other  potent  considerations,  manifest  the  neces- 
sity of  the  earliest  and  fullest  exertions  of  the  United  States. 

I  doubt  not  this  State  will  do  every  thing  in  its  power  to  recover  us  from 
such  disagreeable  circumstances. 

I  am,  &c. 

^^^LLIAM  greene. 

To  the  Honorable  Committee  of  Congress. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

MoRRiSTOWN,  May  30th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  —  I  do  myself  the  honxir  to  address  your  Excellency,  at  a 
time  when  the  fate  of  these  United  States  is  pregnant  with  the  most  alarm- 
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ing  events  that  ever  attended  them  since  the  commencement  of  this  unnatu- 
ral war,  and  were  I  to  remain  silent,  I  should  think  I  justly  deserved  the 
curses  of  every  freeman  in  the  State  that  sent  me  forward.  I  assure  you, 
upon  my  honor,  the  following  narrative  is  drawn  from  facts  stated  by  his 
Excellency,  Gen.  "Washington,  confirmed  by  Gen.  Greene,  and  the  Commit- 
tee from  Congi'ess,  with  which  corresponds  my  own  observation  for  tliree 
days  past.  That,  from  every  inquiry  and  observation  that  I  have  been  able 
to  make,  they  all  so  far  correspond,  as  to  authorize  me  to  declare  officially, 
that  the  circular  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Congress  contains  an  impar- 
tial representation  of  the  distresses  and  embarrassments  the  army  labor 
under.  Since  then  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  had  the  mortification  to 
see  two  whole  regiments  from  the  Connecticut  linej'parade,  with  their  arms, 
packs,  &c.,  detei'mined  to  leave  this  laud  of  misery,  disband  and  return  home. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  timely  exertions  of  a  number  of  ofiicers,  who  have 
done  great  honor  to  themselves,  it  is  more  than  probable  the  matter  would 
have  become  serious  and  the  Avhole  troops  marched  off  the  gi'ound.  His 
Excellency  is  stiU  under  the  dismal  apprehension  that  the  moment  is  not  far 
distant  when  such  an  event  will  take  place.  In  a  word,  the  embarrassments 
under  which  the  Commander-in-Chief  now  labors  are  of  such  a  complicated, 
distressing  nature,  that  they  could  not  be  borne  by  a  less  exalted  soul.  I 
want  words  to  express  the  feeling  manner  in  which  he  represented  his  dis- 
tresses, and  his  fears  of  the  country  being  subjugated  by  the  power  of 
Britain. 

The  Committee  of  Congress  appear  to  be  no  less  alarmed.  Every  appear- 
anc€>  bears  a  complexion,  at  this  place,  sufficient  to  convince  every  thinking 
man  that  nothing  can  save  us  from  destruction  but  a  spirited  exertion  in  the 
several  states,  drawing  forth  the  resources  of  the  country,  for  which  I  can- 
not doubt  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  is  making  her  utmost  efforts.  But  when 
I  take  a  view  of  the  civil  policy  of  the  several  states  in  the  Union,  I  almost 
despair  of  being  able  to  make  any  vigorous  exertions  until  there  is  power 
vested  in  some  man  or  number  of  men,  obligatory  and  binding  on  all  the 
states  in  the  Union,  as  it  will  be  impossible  to  convince  the  several  legisla- 
tures of  the  necessity,  until  the  happy  moment  is  past ;  of  which  I  trust  you 
will  be  satisfied  when  you  are  informed  a  principal  state,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  monthly  taxes,  hath  not  yet  paid  her  proportion  of  the  sixty  millions 
dollars. 

I  must  take  the  liberty  to  desire  you  to  use  your  influence  that  one  of  my 
colleagues  may  come  forward,  as  I  am  fully  convinced  the  important  busi- 
ness now  before  Congress  will  far  exceed  my  abilities. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 
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N.  B.  —  There  is  not  one  word  of  news  from  Charleston.  Gen.  Clinton 
marched  yesterday  with  the  York  brigade  for  Albany,  to  stop  the  career  of 
Sir  Joseph  Braut  and  W.  N.  Butler,  who  are  in  Johnston,  within  forty  miles 
of  Albany,  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  force,  burning  all  before  them. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Mr.  Ellery. 

Warwick,  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.  ) 
May  30th,  1780.  ) 

Sir:  —  I  received  your  favor  of  the  IGth  instant,  and  am  sorry  that  I 
am  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  to  inform  you  that  there  is  scarcely  any 
money  in  the  State's  treasury.  Indeed,  the  Council  of  "War  have  been  under 
the  necessity  of  preventing  some  part  of  the  Continental  tax  now  paying 
from  being  placed  in  the  Loan  Office  here,  in  order  to  settle  sundry  demands 
against  them,  which  is  to  be  replaced  in  a  short  time  by  a  State  tax  ah'eady 
ordered  to  be  paid  into  their  treasury. 

That  at  present  I  am  at  a  loss  which  way  you  can  be  furnished  with 
money,  unless  Gen.  Cornell,  who  I  suppose  is  with  you  before  this,  can 
supply  you  with  some  part  of  his,  which  is  already  but  very  inadequate  to 
the  expense  we  shall  soon  have  to  pay.  But  as  the  Assembly  sits  the  second 
Monday  of  this  instant,  I  shall  then  lay  your  letter  before  them,  who  no 
doubt  will  order  that  you  be  furnished  by  some  means  or  other.  Either 
Mr.  Mowry  or  Collins  will  likely  proceed  to  Congress  soon  after  the  rising 
of  the  Assembly.  Should  the  sum  you  mention  be  provided,  one  of  them 
can  take  it  to  convey  to  you  or  your  order,  should  you  leave  Philadelphia 
prior  to  one  of  them  coming,  which  perhaps  may  be  settled  equally  as  well 
as  though  you  were  present. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem  and  respect,  yours,  &c., 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

Eezekiel  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  June  18th,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  When  I  had  the  honor  to  write  your  Excellency  from  Mor- 
ristown,  I  wished  our  public  affairs  to  wear  a  more  pleasing  aspect  before  I 
wrote  you  again,  which  moment  hath,  in  some  measure  arrived,  though  far 
from  being  as  promising  as  I  could  wish.  The  heart-felt  distress  for  the 
salvation  of  our  country  hath  been  visible  in  the  countenance  of  all  her  true 
friends. 

Charleston,  with  all  the  shipping  and  stores,  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ; 
seven  General  officers  and  near  one-quarter  part  of  our  Continental  troops 
prisoners  of  war  ;  Gen.  Kniphausen  in  .Jersey,  at  the  head  of  a  superior  army 
to  Gen.  Washington,  endeavoring  to  force  his  way  to  Morristown,  where 
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were  all  the  artillery  and  stores  of  tlie  army,  and  not  one  public  horse  to 
move  them  ;  Gen.  Clinton  hourly  expected,  and  that  that  point  would  be  his 
object,  in  which  there  was  not  one  pound  of  provisions  ;  our  army  in  Jersey 
only  fed  from  day  to  day ;  the  militia  could  not  be  called  to  the  field  for 
want  of  provision.  This  was  the  situation  of  our  public  affairs  until  within 
a  few  days.  At  present,  every  friend  to  his  country,  both  mule  and  female, 
appears  to  be  roused,  (in  this  part  of  the  country,)  either  from  principles  of 
honor,  virtue  or  danger,  to  make  one  common  defence,  which  you  will  see 
by  the  enclosed  papers,  to  which  I  beg  liberty  to  refer  you.  And  I  can 
assure  your  Excellency,  that  the  public  measures  they  contain  are  real. 
And  I  flatter  myself  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  according  to  her  ability,  will 
not  be  behind  the  foremost  in  adopting  every  patriotic  measure  tending  to 
promote  our  common  defence.  We  have  at  present  a  promising  aspect  of 
the  army's  being  supplied  with  provisions  by  the  exertions  that  are  making 
in  the  states  we  have  heard  from.  Congress  does  not  entertain  a  doubt  of 
the  New  England  states  exerting  themselves. 

I  flatter  myself  your  Excellency  met  the  General  Assembly  possessed 
with  every  sentiment  necessary  for  carrying  into  immediate  execution  every 
requisition  of  Congress  and  their  Committee  at  headquarters.  How  far 
they  have  adopted  them  I  wish  to  be  informed. 

It  is  agreed  on  all  hands  the  whole  state  of  South  Carolina  hath  submit- 
ted to  British  government,  as  well  as  Georgia.  And  I  shall  not  be  surprised 
to  hear  North  Carolina  hath  followed  their  example.  In  a  word,  we  have 
but  little  to  expect  south  of  Maryland.  The  once  patriotic  state  of  Virginia 
weighs  but  little  at  present,  in  the  scale  of  defence  or  the  furnishing  of  men  or 
supplies.    Her  whole  attention  is  engrossed  in  making  sale  of  her  out  lands. 

The  little  State  of  Rhode  Island  hath  loaned  more  money  to  the  Continent 
than  every  state  south  of  this,  which  will,  I  apprehend,  cause  a  great  diffi- 
culty in  liquidating  the  Loan  Office  certificates.  I  have  moved  in  Congi-ess 
for  a  warrant  in  favor  of  the  State,  for  the  money  due  on  the  State  account. 
It  is  referred  to  the  Treasury  Board.  They  have  not  reported,  and  I  fear 
they  will  not  soon.  The  demands  on  the  Continental  Treasury  is  twenty 
times  as  much  as  they  at  present  can  pay.  But  you  may  rest  assured, 
nothing  on  my  part  shall  be  left  undone  to  obtain  the  Avarrant.  At  the 
same  time,  as  a  friend  to  and  member  of  the  State,  I  must  beg  they  will 
pay  no  more  money  on  Continental  account  than  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  salvation  of  the  country.  I  foresee  so  many  unthought  of  difficulties  in 
the  settlement  of  their  accounts,  that  I  fear  the  State  will  be  a  great  sufferer 
in  what  is  paid  already.  It  is  impossible  for  Congress,  at  present,  to  enter 
upon  commercial  affairs  ;  therefore  I  have  made  no  mention,  in  consequence 
of  the  instruction  I  received   from  the  Council  of  War,  but  I  find  that,  by 
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the  desire  of  Congress,  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  France  had  the  eleventh 
and  twelfth  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  expunged,  and 
both  nations  left  to  lay  what  duties  they  pleased,  for  which  Ave  may  thank 
our  brethren  in  the  southern  states.  The  different  policy  of  the  several 
states,  and  too  many  of  them  turning  all  their  views  to  their  own  advantage 
without  consulting  the  common  good,  cause  some  able  politicians  to  think 
that  our  political  salvation  depends,  in  a  great  measure,  on  a  controlling 
power  over  the  whole  being  lodged  in  some  person  or  persons.  I  wish  to 
have  your  Excellency's  sentiments  upon  this  subject,  before  the  matter  is 
taken  up  in  Congress,  which  I  think  will  be  soon,  as  the  Union  is  too  much 
dissolved  in  some  of  our  sister  states.  Whatever  your  sentiments  may  be, 
will  be  my  line  of  conduct.  I  fear  the  ability  of  the  State  to  carry  the  seve- 
ral measures  into  execution.  I  hope  nothing  will  be  neglected  that  is  possi- 
ble. You  may  rest  assured,  if  our  Independence  is  established,  New  England 
must  do  their  full  proportion,  as  there  is  not  that  unanimity  in  the  southern 
states  which  I  could  wish.  There  are  many  more  circumstances  to  com- 
municate to  you,  but  I  have  already  written  to  a  great  length,  and  perhaps 
been  more  general  than  some  may  think  necessary  ;  but  when  I  know  it  is 
the  wish  of  my  constituents,  I  shall  endeavor  to  gratify  them  in  a  more 
particular  manner.         *  *         *         * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

N.  B.  —  Congress  has  ordered  five  thousand  militia  from  Virginia,  and 
the  same  number  from  North  Carolina,  to  be  immediately  embodied  and 
repair  to  the  southward,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Gates,  to  reinforce  the 
Continental  troops  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Smallwood.  The  enemy 
yet  remain  in  Jersey. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Ezekiel  Cornell. 

In  General  Assembly,  Newport,  July  22d,  1780. 
Sir  :  — I  am  requested  by  the  General  Assembly  to  inform  you,  that  the 
demands  for  money  upon  this  State,  in  the  various  staff  departments,  par- 
ticularly the  Quartermaster's,  are  immensely  greater  than  our  abilities. 
Every  exertion  has  been  made  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness,  and  nothing 
will  prevent  a  continuance,  but  absolute  impossibility.  The  necessity  for 
large  expenditures,  are  daily  more  urgent  from  the  variety  of  circumstances 
attendant  upon  the  fleet  and  army  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  This  State 
being  the  place  of  their  present  residence,  is  in  some  measure  considered  as 
possessing  the  treasury  of  America. 
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In  a  short  time,  if  the  demand  for  money  shall  be  continued,  we  shall  be 
totally  unable  to  answer  them.     It  is  necessary,  therefore,  that  Congress  be 
informed  fully  of  these  circumstances.     You  will  immediately  communicate 
them  and  urge  their  earliest  attention  to  our  situation. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

The  preceding  letter,  with  also  one  of  the  25th  of  July, 
not  to  be  found,  was  laid  before  Congress,  as  appears  from 
the  following  extract  from  theu*  journal,  under  date  of  Aug. 
15th. 

"Eesolved,  That  the  following  letter  be  written  by  the  President  of  Con- 
gress to  Gov.  Greene. 

"  Sir  :  —Your  letters  of  the  22d  and  25th  of  last  month,  to  the  delegates 
of  your  State,  have  been  laid  before  Congress  ;  and  in  answer  thereto,  I  am 
to  acquaint  you  that  Congress  has  a  proper  sense  of  the  exertions  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  in  the  common  cause  ; 
that  any  disbursements,  which  may  be  made  by  that  State  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  beyond  its  quota,  shall  be  reimbursed  as  soon  as  circum- 
stances will  admit ;  that  Congi-ess  depends  on  the  several  states  for  the 
necessary  supplies  of  money  for  carrying  on  the  war  ;  that  the  bills  of  credit 
to  be  emitted,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  the  18th  of  March  last,  wiU 
yield  a  supply  as  soon  as  the  several  quotas  of  the  Continental  biUs  of  credit 
are  collected  to  be  destroyed ;  that  the  quota  of  the  aforesaid  bills  for  your 
State  shall  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  possible  after  a  copy  of  the  act  com- 
plying with  the  resolution  is  received.  If  taxes  were  laid  payable  in  new 
bills  or  specie,  it  would  have  a  good  tendency  to  introduce  the  said  bills 
into  circulation  in  full  credit." 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  July  24,  1780. 
Sir  :  — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  11th  inst.  this  day.  There  are  official  accounts,  that  Admiral 
Graves  and  Arbuthnot,  with  twenty-one  ships  of  war,  sailed  from  Sandy 
Hook,  making  their  course  south  east  by  south  until  they  were  out  of  sight, 
their  destination  unknown.  Various  are  the  conjectures ;  some  suppose 
Rhode  Island,  others  that  they  are  gone  in  quest  of  the  reinforcements 
expected  from  France. 
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Since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  I  have  spent  a  considerable  part  of  my 
leisure  time,  of  which  I  have  plenty,  in  making  myself  acquainted  with  the 
institutions  of  the  several  chambers  of  accounts  and  their  methods,  together 
with  the  conduct  of  all  persons  employed  in  public  business  under  the  imme- 
diate direction  of  either  of  the  boards.  That  I  should  be  thought  either 
imprudent  or  indelicate,  I  must  omit  entering  into  particulars  on  this  sub- 
ject. But  the  want  of  decision  is  evident,  and  oftentimes  in  matters  of  great 
national  concern  at  this  critical  juncture  ;  and  it  is  too  evident  that  a  gene- 
ral languor  hath  spread  itself  over  all  our  public  transactions. 

Our  finances  are  in  a  most  deplorable  situation,  and  but  little  attention  is 
paid  in  order  to  put  them  upon  a  more  respectable  footing.  The  task  being 
difficult,  and  the  complicated  obstructions  that  always  stare  us  in  the  face 
at  first  view,  appear  to  me  to  be  the  reason  that  no  more  attention  is  paid 
to  so  great  a  national  concern.  I  wish  the  time  may  not  be  near,  when  the 
most  fatal  consequences  will  overtake  us,  merely  for  want  of  money  for 
public  purposes.  I  wish  you  not  to  construe  this  letter  to  be  written  by 
the  dictates  of  fear.  I  assure  you  it  is  not,  but  with  that  truth  and  sin- 
cerity that  a  servant  of  a  free  people  ought  to  use. 

I  have  also  paid  attention  to  all  our  foreign  intelligence,  and  upon  the  most 
favorable  construction  I  cannot  see  the  least  probability  of  peace  taking 
place,  unless  some  capital  stroke  can  be  struck  this  campaign,  in  this  quar- 
ter. It  is  probable  that  Great  Britain  vr\l\  propose  a  truce  with  the  several 
states  for  a  limited  time  ;  the  propriety  of  conceding  to  this  measure,  I  must 
leave  you  to  judge.  It  appears  the  victory  the  Britains  obtained  at  Savan- 
nah last  fall,  hath  much  revived  their  hopes  in  Europe.  The  effect  the 
reduction  of  Charleston  will  have,  I  must  submit  to  your  better  judg- 
ment. 

I  should  be  happy  if  a  more  pleasant  scene  presented  itself  to  my  view, 
than  prosecuting  the  present  campaign  and  making  preparations  for  the  heat 
in  our  exhausted  situation  ;  but  as  through  that  door  at  present  is  all  our 
hope  of  political  salvation,  I  trust  the  united  efforts  of  America,  joined  heart 
and  hand  in  this  common  cause,  in  a  more  zealous  manner  than  they  have 
been  of  late,  will  show  to  the  country  that  no  difficulties  are  insurmounta- 
able,  when  fired  by  that  noble  ardor  that  burns  in  the  breast  of  every  true 
American. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  obedient  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

N.  B. — The  fleet  mentioned,  sailed  on  Thursday  last. 
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EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  June  27th,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  write  your  Excellency,  though, 
at  the  same  time,  I  am  almost  ready  to  believe  my  letters  are  not  agreeable, 
as  I  have  not  received  one  line  since  I  left  the  State. 

('ongi'ess  has  taken  up  and  settled  the  scale  of  depreciation  upon  which 
the  Loan  Office  certificates  are  to  be  paid  off.  All  those  bearing  date  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  September,  1777,  are  upon  par  with  silver  and  gold ; 
those  dated  March  7th,  1778,  at  three-quarters  ;  those  on  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember, 1778,  four  for  one  ;  those  on  the  first  of  March,  1779,  ten  for  one  ; 
those  on  the  first  of  September,  1779,  eighteen  for  one,  and  those  on  the 
18th  of  March,  1780,  forty  for  one,  and  from  period  to  period  in  geometrical 
proportion.  This  business  has  taken  up  much  time  in  Congress,  occasioned 
by  the  different  interests  in  the  states  and  individuals  concerned.  Bad  as 
it  may  be  thought  by  some,  it  is  the  best  that  could  be  obtained.  It  has 
become  absolutely  necessary  to  establish  public  credit  upon  some  basis ; 
otherwise,  from  appearances,  the  army  wiU  disband  and  our  country  be 
lost.  The  embarrassments  of  our  public  measures  are  beyond  description, 
owing  to  the  want  of  money. 

The  merchants  of  this  city  offered  Congress  that  they  would  supply  the 
army  with  three  millions  rations  of  provisions  and  thi-ee  hundred  hogsheads 
of  rum,  delivered  in  camp,  to  be  paid  for  in  six  months,  with  interest  at  six 
per  cenL.  per  annum.  The  offer  is  accepted.  The  merchants  have  sub- 
scribed a  fund  of  three  hundred  thousand  pounds,  hard  money,  and  are 
sending  the  provisions  forward,  which,  I  trust,  will  be  a  momentary  relief. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  to  be  hoped  no  one  state  wiU  fad  to  exert  itself  in 
forwarding  its  quota  of  supplies,  as  the  enemy  built  their  greatest  hopes  on 
our  not  being  able  to  feed  an  army  sufficient  to  look  them  in  the  face. 

I  have  little  encouragement  that  I  shall  be  able  to  obtain  any  money  on 
the  State's  account.  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  have  since  applied 
in  the  same  manner,  but  have  as  yet  not  been  able  to  obtain  any. 

I  wish  some  one  of  my  colleagues  may  arrive  soon.  The  State  of  Rhode 
Island  is  now  the  only  State  in  the  Union  that  is  represented  by  only  one 
member.  I  shall  be  soon  out  of  cash.  The  expense  of  board  in  this  place 
is  beyond  description. 

Mr.  EUery  is  appointed  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty. He  hath  also  informed  me  that  the  General  Assembly  resolved, 
sometime  since,  that  tomb  stones  should  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Ward.  He  hath  nearly  got  the  stones  completed,  and  now  calls  on  me  to 
see  the  same  finished.    I  wish  your  direction  ;  and  in  order  to  see  the  work 
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finished,  I  must  be  furnished  with  between  three  and  four  thousand  dollars. 
There  was  a  severe  skirmish  in  Jersey  on  Friday  last,  between  a  party 
of  the  enemy  and  a  detachment  of  our  army  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Greene.  From  the  best  accounts,  no  great  advantage  was  gained  on  either 
side, — the  loss  supposed  to  be  considerable.  It  is  said  Col.  Angell's  regi- 
ment behaved  exceedingly  well  and  have  suffered  greatly.  No  particulars 
have  yet  come  to  hand.  The  enemy  burnt  every  house  in  the  town  of 
Springfield,  save  three,  on  the  day  of  the  action,  and  are  now  at  Elizabeth- 
town  Point. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

P.  S.  —  Since  writing  the  above,  the  enclosed  papers  have  been  published, 
which  more  fully  explains  some  things  I  have  mentioned. 

A  resolution  has  this  moment  passed  Congress,  ordering  all  moneys  loaned 
since  the  18th  of  March  last,  and  all  further  sums  that  shall  be  loaned,  to 
be  paid  at  forty  for  one,  w^ith  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  until  paid. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  June  30,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  — I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency,  a  list 
of  the  quotas  of  money  due  from  each  state  to  the  Continent,  for  taxes  for 
the  years  1778,  1779,  and  for  the  months  of  January  and  February,  1780  ; 
also,  a  list  of  all  the  money  loaned  from  each  state  respectively. 

I  have  little  news  to  write  at  this  time,  more  than  is  contained  in  the 
public  papers  inclosed.  To  give  you  a  history  of  our  public  affairs,  would 
only  serve  to  hurt  your  feelings,  by  a  repetition  of  the  want  of  money,  which 
I  will  not  undertake  at  this  time,  but  submit  our  situation  to  your  own  judg- 
ment formed  from  the  intelligence  you  already  have  received. 

New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey and  Maryland,  have  adopted  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18tli  of 
March  last,  and  passed  acts  for  funding  their  proportion  of  the  new  money. 
It  is  expected  that  Virginia  will  immediately  do  the  same,  if  not  done  already. 
I  cannot  willingly  admit  a  doubt  to  remain  on  my  mind,  that  our  State  have 
not  adopted  the  measure,  as  I  think  the  people  before  this  must  be  convinced 
of  the  necessity  of  adopting  the  measure,  if  not  of  the  justice. 

I  cannot  help  mentioning  how  far  some  of  the  states  have  furnished  sup- 
plies for  the  army  agi'eeable  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  28th  of  Feb- 
ruary last.  New  Yark  and  New  Jersey  have  furnished  the  whole  and 
more,  and  can  supply  no  more  at  any  rate  ;  therefore,  you  will  see  the  neces- 
sity of  the  other    states  exerting  themselves.     I   hope   other  states  will  be 
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better  able  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  than  I  think  Rhode  Island  is.  At 
the  same  time  I  cannot  doubt  her  exerting  herself  even  beyond  her  ability, 
and  thereby  come  nearer  furnishing  the  supply  demanded,  than  some  other 
states  better  able,  as  often  hath  been  the  case. 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  by  the  bearer  of  this,  or  soon  be  informed 
of  a  warrant  on  Mr.  Clark,  for  the  State's  proportion  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, ordered  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  19th  of  last  month  ;  also,  the 
State's  proportion  of  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  on  Mr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay, 
by  order  of  the  aforementioned  resolution,  Avhich  in  consequence  of  one  of 
those  blunders,  which  in  Congress  are  not  looked  upon  as  miracles,  have 
slept  until  this  day,  though  at  the  same  time  the  treasury  board  were  ordered 
by  the  resolve  to  forward  them  without  delay. 

I  cannot  forbear  mentioning  that  I  should  be  exceedingly  happy  to  hear  by 
every  convenient  opportunity,  how  public  matters  are  going  on  in  the  State. 
I  am  often  called  upon  in  Congress,  to  know  what  is  doing.  I  can  only  say, 
I  have  received  no  intelligence,  but  have  reason  to  believe  the  State  will  do 
every  thing  in  her  power.  I  wish  to  be  informed  to  what  time  you  have 
received  the  Journals  of  Congress,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  forward  them 
from  that  to  this  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and   humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  July  9th,  1780. 
Sir  :  — I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  Excellency,  the  late  news- 
papers, to  which  I  must  beg  liberty  to  refer  for  news.  I  have  not  one  word 
to  write.  Congress  has  received  no  despatches  for  a  week  past.  I  also, 
enclose  you  the  proceedings  upon  the  motion  I  made  in  Congres,  for  a  war- 
rant to  issue  in  favor  of  the  State  for  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  I  only 
wait  a  favorable  opportunity  to  rencAv  my  motion.  How  far  I  shall  succeed  I 
cannot  say.  The  bills  of  exchange  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  that  would  be  sent 
to  the  State  are  again  stopped  by  a  quarrel  between  the  treasury  board  and 
keeper  of  the  Loan  Office  in  this  city.  There  is  such  a  fatality  attending  them 
that  I  despair  of  any  being  sent  in.  Delicacy  forbids  my  mentioning  the 
constant  obstructions  our  public  business  meets  with,  by  the  quarrels  and 
petty  disputes  that  are  subsisting  between  the  several  boards,  and  civil  offi- 
cers serving  under  Congress,  of  which  there  is  by  far  too  large  a  number  ; 
I  am  confident  more  than  the  Continents  can  maintain.  It  would  surprise 
you  to  see  the  constant  grants  that  are  made  them.  Many  members  wish 
to  lessen  their  numbers.     They  are  appointed  and  have  their  friends,  and 
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how  to  get  rid  of  them  is  the  question.  Mr.  Henry  Laurens  sails  to-mor- 
row from  this  place  for  Europe,  as  Commissioner  from  these  states  to  the 
United  Provinces,  to  negotiate  a  loan,  if  possible. 

By  the  last  intelligence  from  the  army,  they  were  well  fed.     Our  fears 
that  they  would  suffer  for  want  of  bread,  is  much  abated,  the  new  crop  is 
now  harvesting,  and  is  like  to  be  a  plentiful  one,  instead  of  not  a  quarter,  as 
was  reported  a  little  time  past. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphla.,  July  13th,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  I 
am  informed  that  the  General  Assembly  have  ordered  that  the  State  shall 
be  represented  by  only  one  delegate  in  Congress.  I  am  bound  to  confide  in 
their  wisdom ;  at  the  same  time,  I  think  it  a  greater  trust  than  ever  fell  to 
my  lot  before.  The  state  of  Georgia,  now  in  the  enemy's  possession,  has 
at  this  time  four  members  present.  Their  expenses,  which  are  not  the 
smallest,  paid  by  drafts  on  the  Continental  treasury,  for  which  their  state  is 
to  be  accountable  when  recovered  from  the  enemy. 

A  letter  was  this  day  read  in  Congress  from  Gen.  Washington,  setting 
forth  the  great  want  of  marquees  and  tents ;  also  another  from  the  Quarter- 
master General,  stating  the  cost  of  the  number  wanted, — at  the  same  time 
representing  that  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  procure  them,  for  want  of 
money.  Gen.  Washington  expressed  an-^  earnest  desire,  if  Congress  could 
not  furnish  the  money,  that  they  would  recommend  it  to  the  merchants  of 
the  four  New  England  states,  to  furnish  them,  in  the  same  manner  that  the 
merchants  of  this  city  furnished  provisions  and  rum  for  the  army.  The 
letter  is  referred  to  a  committee  of  all  the  New  England  delegates.  They 
have  not  made  any  report,  but  I  am  ready  to  believe  they  Avill  report  in 
favor  of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  General,  for  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  furnish  them,  without  the  immediate  assistance  of  the  states  or 
individuals.  Should  Congress  adopt  a  plan  that  would  appear  generous, 
I  flatter  myself  the  merchants  in  New  England  will  be  as  ready  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  as  those  in  Philadelphia,  and  those  in  Rhode  Island,  according 
to  their  ability,  among  the  foremost.  You  may  expect  to  hear  from  me 
again  soon,  on  this  subject. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  will  excuse  me.  I  cannot  help  entreating  in  the 
most  earnest  manner,  that  you  will  communicate  to  me  as  often  as  conven- 
ient, all  public  transactions  of  the  State.      I  am  repeatedly  called  on  by 
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Congress  and  the  members,  to  know  what  the  little  State  of  Rhode  Island 
is  doing,  in  this  time  of  distress.  I  have  only  been  able  to  say,  that  if  they 
would  only  judge  from  her  former  conduct,  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
that  quarter,  until  within  a  few  days,  when  I  had  the  good  luck  to  receive 
The  Gazette.,  containing  the  laws  for  sinking  twenty  thousand  pounds,  and 
for  raising  six  hundi'ed  and  odd  men  for  filling  up  our  Continental  battalions. 
The  whole  was  highly  satisfactory  to  Congress.  They  are  anxious  to  hear 
the  State  hath  fuUy  complied  with  the  resolutions  of  the  18th  of  March 
last,  especially  the  delegates  from  the  New  England  states. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  1st,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  —  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  write  your  Excellency  by  this  post. 
Although  I  have  nothing  new  to  write,  yet,  like  all  the  human  species,  I 
cannot  help  complaining  when  in  distress.  All  public  business  appears  to 
be  nearly  at  a  stand.  Part  of  the  ten  millions  of  dollars  the  states  were 
called  on  for,  by  the  resolution  of  the  19th  of  May,  hath  been  paid  into  the 
treasury,  which  gave  us  a  momentary  relief,  but  is  now  every  farthing 
expended.  Our  public  officers  cannot  command  any,  if  the  salvation  of  our 
country  should  depend  on  that  single  point.  The  necessity  of  appointing 
Gen.  Washington  sole  dictator  of  America,  is  again  talked  of,  as  the  only 
means,  under  God,  by  Avhich  we  can  be  saved  from  destruction.  At  the 
same  time,  some  reprobate  the  measure.  It  appears  to  me  that  of  two  evils^ 
necessity  wiU  soon  compel  us  to  make  our  choice.  I  hope  we  shall  be  so 
wise  as  to  choose  the  best.  The  people  will  not  work  for  the  Continent 
without  money,  nor  trust  her  for  any  articles  wanted  for  the  army.  There- 
fore they  must  be  supported  by  the  force  of  military  law,  or  disband  until 
the  new  bills  are  put  into  circulation, — when  that  will  be  I  know  not. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  8th,  1780. 

Sir  :  —  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  22d 

ult.,  by  yesterday's  post.      I  immediately  communicated  the  contents  to 

Congress.     It  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  for  them  to  consider 

and  report  what  could  be  done,  as  they  ^re  supposed  to  be  masters  of  our 
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finances.  I  shall  do  everything  in  my  power  to  obtain  a  speedy  determina- 
tion, and,  as  soon  as  obtained,  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  transmitting  the  same 
to  you.  It  is  with  concern  I  inform  you  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  give 
you  any  encouragement  that  you  will  receive  any  relief  from  Congress.  I 
can  only  add  they  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  grant  relief  on  any  one 
application  for  money,  let  the  sum  be  ever  so  small. 

I  mentioned  to  you  sometime  since  that  Gen.  Greene  had  declined  serving 
as  Quartermaster  General,  which  was  accepted  after  near  a  week's  alterca- 
tion, and  Col.  Pickering  was  appointed  to  that  place,  with  the  rank  of  colo- 
nel and  pay  of  brigdier  general.  I  have  been  alarmed,  for  several  days 
past,  by  a  prevailing  report  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  gone  to  Rhode  Island 
with  a  formidable  land  force,  to  attack  that  place.  The  alarm  hath  now 
ceased.  Gen.  Washington  informed  us  yesterday  that  Sir  Henry,  with  the 
troops  under  his  command,  had  returned  to  New  York,  after  waiting  seve- 
ral days  in  Huntington  Bay. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  acquaint  you  with  worthy  of  your  notice.  Con- 
gress has  not  passed  any  resolutions  of  any  considerable  consequence,  except 
that  respecting  the  Quartermaster  General,  since  I  wrote  you  last.  To 
enter  into  a  detail  of  all  the  difficulty  and  embarrassments,  that  attend  all 
our  public  measures,  for  want  of  money,  would  only  serve  to  hurt  your 
feelings.  A  line  from  your  Excellency,  at  every  convenient  opportunity, 
would  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by  him  who  hath  the  honor  to  be 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  an  express  hath  arrived  from  General 
Gates,  in  North  Carolina.  The  accounts  from  that  quarter  are  not  so  favor- 
able as  I  could  Avish.  The  want  of  money  is  equally  the  same  there 
as  here.  The  want  of  provisions  is  extremely  great  in  the  southern  army, 
even  to  that  degree  that  they  are  without  either  flesh  or  bread,  living  on 
vegetables.  We  are  endeavoring  to  fix  on  ways  and  means,  to  make  more 
ample  provisions  for  their  support.  I  fear  you  think  I  delight  in  informing 
you  of  only  the  gloomy  side  of  our  public  affairs.  I  assure  you  I  should  be 
exceedingly  happy,  if  truth  would  justify  a  different  language.  The  enemy 
by  the  last  accounts,  are  in  full  possession  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
and  a  small  part  of  North  Carolina,  beyond  Pedee  river.  Congress  is  endeav- 
oring to  put  the  army  under  Gen.  Gates,  in  a  situation  to  be  able  to  confine 

them  to  the  limits  the  General  shall  fix. 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

The  movement  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  referred  to  in  this 
letter,  caused  no  little  excitement.     Its  object  was  supposed 
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to  be  an  attack  on  the  French  troops,  under  Count  Rocham- 
beau,  and  vessels  of  war  under  Admiral  De  Terney,  which 
arrived  at  Newport,  July  10.  Gen.  Heath,  on  the  25th  of 
July,  then  in  command  of  the  Continental  troops  in  Khode 
Island,  forwarded  to  Governor  Greene,  by  request  of  Count 
Rochambeau,  for  a  reinforcement  of  two  thousand  men,  fif- 
teen hundred  of  whom,  by  direction  of  General  Heath,  were 
to  rendezvous  at  Tiverton.  Gov.  Greene  ordered  out  all  the 
militia  of  the  State,  to  assemble  at  different  posts,  to  await 
further  orders,  and  gave  notice  of  this  order  to  Gen.  Heath 
on  the  27<"h.  Large  numbers  of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut  were  also  ordered  out  by  the  Governors  of 
those  states  to  assist  in  the  protection  of  the  French  arma- 
ment. Sir  Henry  Clinton  returned  to  New  York  on  the  3d 
of  August,  and  the  troops  called  to  oppose  him  were  gene- 
rally discharged  by  the  8th  of  the  month. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene.  , 

Philadelphia,  August  15th,  1780. 
Sir  :  — I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  25th 
ult.  by  yesterday's  post.  It  gave  me  great  pleasure  as  it,  in  a  measure, 
enabled  me  to  give  Congress  the  information  they  have  often  called  on  me 
for,  and  that  from  good  authority,  and  in  such  a  measure  as  was  perfectly 
agreeable  to  them  ;  and  you  may  rest  assured  the  State,  (though  small,) 
stands  high  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  which  tends  to  make  their  delegate 
as  happy  as  our  distressed  situation  will  admit.  He  has  the  vanity  to  think 
he  has  both  the  confidence  and  respect  of  Congress  as  much  as  though  he 
represented  a  state  much  larger.  At  the  same  time,  I  have  a  particular 
pleasure  to  find  that  the  State  has  passed  a  law  for  funding  the  money 
ordered  to  be  emitted,  by  a  resolution  of  the  18th  of  March,  as  it  was  the 
only  means  that  appeared  to  be  left  to  supply  the  wants  of  money  (and  of 
the  most  pressing  nature,)  for  carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  present 
campaign.  But  still,  I  fear  one  difficulty  will  attend  the  facilitating  of  this 
business  ;  that  is,  I  fear  the  Board  of  Treasury  are  greatly  in  arrears, 
in  stocking  the  new  money  for  the  several  states  that  have  sent  their 
acts  of  Assembly  to  Congress,  and  that  occasioned  by  some  of  the  rea 
sons  I  have  mentioned  in  some  of  my  former  letters.  In  my  last,  I  men- 
20 
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tioned  communicating  your  letter  of  the  22cl  ult.  to  Congress,  and  that  it 
was  referred  to  the  Treasury  Board.  Upon  receiving  your  letter  of  the 
25th,  I  pressed  the  matter.  Congress  hae  this  day  come  to  a  resolution 
directing  the  President  to  send  a  letter  to  the  State  agi'eeable  to  the  sum 
fixed  by  them.  It  is  very  polite,  and  expressive  of  the  highest  satisfaction 
in  the  exertions  the  State  has  at  all  times  made  in  this  contest,  promising 
payment  for  any  sums  the  State  may  advance  to  the  stafi"  department.  It 
is  but  a  cold  way  of  advancing  money ;  but  you  may  rest  assured,  it  wa3 
all  Congress  could  do,  and  much  more  than  they  would  do  for  some  states. 
All  circumstances  considered,  I  hope  the  State  will  make  themselves  as  easy 
as  possible. 

The  President  of  Congress  lately  received  a  letter  from  the  Count  De 
Rochambeau.  It  was  exceedingly  polite,  and  its  contents  must  do  the  heart 
of  every  American  good  that  had  the  pleasure  to  hear  it  read  ;  but  more 
especially,  if  he  belonged  to  the  states  of  Massachusetts  or  Rhode  Island. 
He  appeai'ed  to  be  much  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  the  militia,  that 
came  to  his  assistance,  and  bestowed  on  them  the  highest  encomiums, 
appearing  to  be  perfectly  secure  for  Newport  from  any  visit  Mr.  Clinton 
might  please  to  make.  The  Minister  at  this  place  appears  to  be  much 
pleased  with  the  Count's  representations  to  him.  I  hope  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island  are  as  much  prejudiced  in  favor  of  the  French  gentleman  at  that 
place,  as  I  am  with  the  Minister  here.  I  must  confess,  if  I  ever  was  pre- 
judiced against  the  French,  it  is  all  at  an  end,  as  I  think  it  must  be  with 
every  American,  who  has  the  honor  to  be  acquainted  with  the  Minister,  if 
he  can  be  allowed  a  true  Frenchman.  To  see  his  polite,  unaffected  easy 
manner  of  address,  the  kindness  and  abundance  of  good  nature,  with  which 
he  treats  all  ranks  and  orders  of  men,  his  excessive  fondness  for  Americans 
as  allies  ;  to  which  may  be  added,  the  ease  and  comfort  every  one  enjoys, 
that  has  the  honor  to  dine  at  his  table,  free  from  every  kind  of  ceremony 
or  formality,  every  one  left  to  eat  and  drink  as  he  pleaseth,  stay  as  long  as 
he  pleaseth,  and  go  away  when  he  pleaseth.  I  want  words  to  express  and 
shall  not  intrude  on  your  patience. 

The  President  received  yesterday  a  large  packet  from  Mr.  Jay,  dated 
Madrid,  May  the  9th,  1780.  There  was  no  public  news.  The  chief  con- 
tents were  the  ideas  and  politics  of  that  Court.  Upon  the  whole,  I  think  it 
may  be  considered  rather  favorable  towards  these  states.  Particulars  lam 
not  authorized  to  mention. 

For  public  news,  I  must  beg  liberty  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  papers. 
No  resolutions  of  any  considerable  consequence  have  passed  since  my  last, 
only  the  drawing  Bills  of  Exchange  on  Dr.  Franklin,  for  one  hundred  thou- 
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sand  dollars  in  specie,  to  be  sent  to   southern  department  to  supply  a  mili- 
tary chest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  22d,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  write  your  Excellency  by  this 
post.  Although  I  have  in  my  former  letters  mentioned  the  exhausted  state 
of  the  Continental  Treasury,  I  have  not  mentioned  it  on  an  occasion  in 

which  I  was  so  immediately  interested  as  in  the  present.     On  the day 

of  July  last,  I  obtained  a  warrant  on  the  Treasury  for  five  thousand  dollars, 
for  which  the  State  was  to  be  accountable.  As  will  appear  from  the  Jour- 
nals of  Congress  for  that  month,  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  one  shilling 
of  the  grant,  nor  do  I  see  the  most  distant  prospect.  I  am  entirely  destitute 
of  cash,  even  sufficient  to  pay  for  my  week's  washing,  notwithstanding  I 
have  borrowed  tAvo  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  of  Col.  Pettit,  which  is 
now  wanted.  I  am  also  in  arrears  for  my  board,  and  that  is  expected  to  be 
paid  every  week,  and  really  wanted.  Board  is  exceedingly  scarce  to  be  got 
in  this  city,  and  generally  undertaken  by  people  in  scanty  circumstances, 
who  want  the  money  due  for  one  week  to  go  to  market  with  the  next.  My 
board  now  costs  me  one  guinea  per  week  for  myself,  exclusive  of  any  kind 
of  liquor,  and  half  that  sum  for  a  servant,  in  specie,  or  the  exchange  at 
seventy-five  for  one,  which  is  much  less  than  many  of  the  members  pay,  or 
than  I  paid  for  the  first  six  weeks.  This  is  truly  my  situation,  and  I  know 
of  no  relief  but  through  your  interposition,  which  necessity  obliges  me 
earnestly  to  entreat.  I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you  with  a  request  of  this  kind 
at  a  time  when  I  am  sure  your  time  must  be  fuUy  employed  in  business  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  would  not  have  made  the  application  if  it  was 
in  my  power  to  obtain  relief  in  any  other  way. 

By  letters  this  day  read  in  Congress,  from  headquarters,  there  is  neither 
bread  nor  flesh  on  hand  sufficient  to  serve  the  army  two  days.  To  which, 
let  me  add,  the  state  of  the  treasury.  I  miist  then  beg  liberty  to  refer  my 
feelings  on  the  occasion  to  your  own  judgment.  I  cannot  help  mentioning 
these  occurrences  to  you.  Perhaps  it  may  be  occasioned  by  an  overheated 
zeal  for  the  cause  we  are  engaged  in.  I  can  assure  you  it  arises  from  no 
ill  design  ;  and  must  beg  of  you  and  the  Honorable  General  Assembly  to 
pardon  me  in  whatever  is  over  prompt. 

Read  in  private  what  they  shall  think  necessary,  and  expunge  whatever 
shall  appear  superfluous  in  this  and  my  last  letter. 
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I  take  the  liberty  to  mention  one  other  melancholy  circumstance  among 
others,  that   at  this  time  present  themselves  to  my  view  on  relating  this. 

The  Tories  in  the  lower  county  of  Delaware  grew  mad  at  paying  taxes. 
About  three  hundred  of  them  flew  to  arms  and  bid  defiance  to  all  authority. 
The  militia  of  the  state  was  called  out  and  have  quelled  the  rioters,  but  not 
without  the  loss  of  a  number  killed  and  wounded,  on  both  sides.  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  all  the  particulars,  but  this  is  certain. 

Since  my  last.  Congress  has  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jay,  dated  Mad- 
rid, the  30th  of  May,  by  which  it  appears  a  difficulty  is  likely  to  arise  in 
settling  a  treaty  with  the  Spanish  Court.  The  King  of  Spain,  by  his  min- 
ister, demands  as  one  article  in  the  treaty,  the  free,  entire  and  absolute 
navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi ;  which  Congress  will  not  willingly  agree 
to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

N.  B.  —  Since  writing  the  above,  Mr.  Stansten  one  of  the  delegates  of 
the  state  of  New  Jersey,  delivered  me  a  schedule  of  the  acts  of  their  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  and  wishes  one  of  ours  in  return  may  be  sent.  I  have 
enclosed  the  one  I  received,  and  should  one  be  sent,  I  shall  take  care  to  see 
it  deliv  ered. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Committee  of  Cooperation  of  Congress. 

Warwick,  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  ) 
August  22d,  1780.  i 

Gentlemen  :  —  Yours  of  the  16th  inst.  is  now  before  me,  the  contents  of 
which  is  truly  alarming,  and  I  am  sorry  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  inform- 
ing that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  this  State  to  aiFord  the  assistance  required 
of  them,  by  reason  of  the  late  attempt  of  the  enemy,  which  was  apprehended 
were  embarked  with  design  to  attack  the  French  fleet  now  lying  within  the 
harbor  of  this  State,  the  whole  militia  being  called  in  and  detained  on  duty 
near  two  weeks ;  in  consequence  thereof,  and  the  whole  of  the  men  raised 
here  to  serve  for  six  months,  together  with  the  other  part  of  Col.  Greene's 
regiment,  being  detained  here,  we  have  made  use,  as  Mr.  Charles  Holden, 
the  State's  Commissary  of  purchases,  informs  me,  of  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
supplies  required  of  this  State  to  the  present  time.  As  the  enemy  con- 
tinue to  block  up  this  harbor,  it  is  very  probable  said  regiment,  together 
with  the  three  months'  men  to  be  raised,  will  be  continued  here,  and,  of 
course,  "will  require  to  be  furnished  with  this  State's  quota  of  said  supplies. 
Add  to  this,  the  French  fleet  and  army  being  here,  procure  a  much  larger 
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proportion  of  their  necessary  supplies  from  this  State  than  what  they  do  in 
the  other  states,  owing  to  their  being  at  a  distance.  When  you  con- 
sider these  circumstances,  and  the  smallness  of  this  State,  I  doubt  not 
you  will  readily  agree  with  me,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  this  State  to 
furnish  the  grand  army  with  any  of  these  supplies  at  present.  But  when- 
ever the  enemy  may  leave  this  State,  and  the  troops  above  mentioned  may 
be  ordered  to  join  the  grand  army,  you  may  depend  upon  every  exertion  in 
the  power  of  this  State  will  be  made  use  of  to  obtain  and  forward  their  full 
quota  of  said  supplies  to  the  grand  army. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient,  &c., 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  August  28th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  — I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  sev- 
eral late  acts  of  Congress,  which  I  have  been  the  more  careful  in  doing  as  I 
expect  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  will  meet  about  the  time  this 
will  reach  you.  I  cannot  help  making  some  remarks  on  them,  especially 
the  one  for  raising  three  millions  of  dollars  by  tax  ;  it  is  of  great  importance 
to  these  states.  If  it  can  be  raised  by  the  time  limited,  it  will  give  such 
relief  as  to  enable  Congress  in  some  measure,  to  fulfil  their  promises  and 
keep  up  some  kind  of  credit,  provided,  the  new  money  goes  into  circulation 
pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  March.  But  the  whole  taken 
together,  wiU  be  short  of  sufficing  to  discharge  the  public  debt  of  the  cur- 
rent year.  But  when  I  consider  the  inhabitants  groaning  under  the  burden 
of  the  monthly  taxes,  already  called  for,  and  the  other  incidental  charges 
that  arise  in  the  several  states,  to  which  may  be  added  the  reluctance  with 
which  the  inhabitants,  in  some  of  the  states,  pay  their  taxes,  I  almost  des- 
pair of  the  three  millions  of  dollars,  equal  in  value  to  silver  and  gold,  being 
collected.  And  without  that  sum  being  raised,  and  the  four-tenths  being 
punctually  paid,  I  see  no  practicable  means  of  ever  keeping  the  army 
together  for  any  considerable  time  ;  and  at  present  I  see  no  other  way  of 
raising  money  than  the  aforementioned.  At  the  same  time  my  feelings  are 
exceedingly  hurt  when  I  reflect  on  the  inability  that  I  fear  my  constituents 
in  general  labor  under,  in  making  payment  of  all  the  public  money  and 
stores  demanded  of  them.  It  is  a  popular  opinion  here,  that  the  whole 
expetise  arising  in  these  states  for  public  uses,  is  practicable,  and  ouo-ht 
to  be  paid  by  public  taxes,  within  the  year,  which  will  amount  to  at  least 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  of  specie  value,  upon  the  most  economical  plan. 
Borrowing  money  at  present,  is  scarcely  practicable,  at  home  or  abroad.  A 
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foreign  loan  cannot  be  expected  unless  a  sufficient  fund  is  raised  to  pay  the 
annual  interest,  at  least,  and  appropriated  to  that  use  by  certain  and  fixed 
laws.  The  raising  such  a  fund  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  a  commit- 
tee of  Congress,  appointed  for  that  }<urpose.  They  have  not  reported,  but 
have  in  contemplation  to  recommend  to  the  several  states  to  lay  a  duty  of 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  all  exports,  or  one  and  a  half  on  all  exports  and 
imports  ;  and  a  duty  of  two  and  a  half  on  all  prize  goods,  to  be  appropriated 
towards  the  support  of  the  Continental  navy.  The  resolution  for  liquidat- 
ing the  outstanding  debts  in  the  staff  department,  I  think  must  give  some 
satisfaction  to  the  creditors,  and  is  so  just,  I  apprehend,  as  to  give  offence  to 
none  ;  especially,  where  more  than  an  equal  proportion  is  due,  as  in  the 
case  in  Rhode  Island.  Be  that  as  it  will,  necessity  and  policy  obliged  us, 
if  we  were  poor,  to  do  something  that  had  the  appearance  of  honesty.  The 
complaints  of  public  creditors  were  become  exceeding  loud,  and  it  was  en- 
tirely out  of  our  power  to  make  payment. 

The  resolution  empowering  the  Quartermaster  General  and  Clothier  Gen- 
eral of  purchases,  to  give  certificates,  I  hope  will  give  some  relief  in  this 
time  of  general  distress  for  want  of  money.  But  there  are  yet  remaining 
many  demands  for  money  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  operations 
of  the  present  campaign,  that  no  possible  means  can  yet  be  found  to 
supply. 

These  hints  that  I  have  thrown  together,  not  that  I  wish  to  direct,  hinder, 
or  discourage  any  measures  that  are  undertaken  ;  but  that  I  may  be  direct- 
ed. By  living  in  this  city  three  or  four  months,  I  know  but  little  of  what 
will  be  agreeable  to  my  constituents.  To  do  which  and  render  my  country 
real  service,  would  be  the  summit  of  my  ambition.  Some  of  the  members 
that  have  been  in  the  city  a  much  longer  time,  appear  to  me  to  know  less 
of  the  ability  and  disposition  of  their  constituents  than  I  do,  which,  I  appre- 
hend, sometimes  causes  a  difference  in  sentiment. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

P.  S. — I  should  not  be  so  positive  in  the  annual  expenses,  had  I  not  the 
honor  to  be  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  make  an  estimate  of  the 
expenses  of  the  current  year,  which,  as  soon  as  completed,  I  will  endeavor 
to  send  you  a  copy  of. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  August  29th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  — Since  the  enclosed  letter  of  the  27th  iust.,  several  matters 
of  importance  have  been  laid  before  Congress,  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
acquaint  your  Excellency  with. 
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Firstly,  a  long  letter  from  Gen.  Washington,  giving  a  summary  account 
of  the  complaints  of  the  army,  truly  great,  if  not  alarming,  stating  to  Con- 
gress the  absolute  necessity  of  giving  relief.  Also,  the  ill  policy  of  bring- 
ing men  into  the  field  for  short  periods,  together  with  many  more  difficulties 
too  tedious  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with.  Also,  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  from  the  New  England  States,  which  I  make  no  doubt,  your 
Excellency  hath  received  a  copy  of,  before  this  will  reach  you.  All  this 
has  been  referred  to  a  committee  that  was  before  appointed  to  make  an 
estimate  of  the  current  and  ensuing  years,  and  to  provide  ways  and  means 
for  procuring  the  necessary  supplies.  It  appears  at  present,  that  Congress 
are  determined  to  recommended  spirited  measures  to  the  several  states, 
which  I  hope  they  will  adopt,  that  we  may  no  longer  lull  ourselves  to  sleep 
by  a  false  hope  of  peace,  or  ruin  ourselves  by  frequent  alterations  of  our 
systems  in  the  great  departments,  which  ouraimy  now  feel  the  eifects  of  in 
a  severe  manner.  I  should  have  been  exceeding  happy  to  know  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Honorable  General  Assembly  on  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  New  England  states,  the  more  so,  as  it  appears  Gov.  Brad- 
ford was  not  present.  Many  and  perplexing  are  the  difficulties  that  attend 
the  measures  undertaken  by  Congress.  But  this,  I  can  assure  your  Excel- 
lency, that  I  never  had  tlie  honor  to  be  acquainted  with  any  set  of  men  what- 
ever, in  which  party  made  so  little  appearance,  as  in  the  present  Con- 
gress, and  nothing  appears  at  present  to  be  their  wish  but  the  public 
good. 

Yesterday  a  letter  from  Gov.  Trumbull  was  read  in  Congress,  accompa- 
nied with  letters  and  petitions  to  him  from  the  inhabitants  of  New  London, 
Groton  and  Stonington,  complaining  of  the  proceedings  of  Dr.  Howell,  in 
bringing  goods  from  Long  Island  to  Pawcatuck  river,  supposing  the  protec- 
tion signed  by  the  President  of  Congress  was  illegal,  or  a  forgery.  But  for 
the  present,  let  it  suffice  for  me  to  say,  the  protection  was  legally  obtained 
in  Congress,  upon  a  representation  that  he  was  a  friend  to  these  states,  and 
that  it  was  the  interest  and  ought  to  be  the  policy  of  these  states  to  intro- 
duce all  such  people  and  their  property  into  them,  as  power  and  dominion 
consists  in  the  number  and  weath  of  the  inhabitants.  One  resolution  I  have 
mentioned,  is  in  the  enclosed  newspaper,  to  which  I  beg  liberty  to  i-eferyou, 
as  I  had  not  time  to  copy  it.  Some  other  late  acts  of  Congress  have  passed, 
that  I  should  hdve  been  happy  to  enclose,  but  had  not  time  to  copy  them.  I 
hope  the  one  enclosed  respecting  the  flour,  will  enable  Mr.  Southwick  to 
repay  all  he  has  borrowed,  as  well  of  the  inhabitants  as  our  allies. 

My  enclosing  these  resolutions  will  not  hinder  the  Secretary  of  Congress 
from  forwarding  them  in  the  usual  manner  ;  but  lest  they  should  not  arrive 
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before  the  Assembly  should  rise,  I  have  done  myself  the  honor  to  enclose 
them,  as  I  supposed  they  wish  to  know  what  we  are  about. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  10th,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  Offensive  operations  are  no  longer  talked  of  for  the  cam- 
paign. Our  thoughts  are  now  turned  to  consider  what  our  army  will  be  on 
the  first  of  January  next,  which  appears  melancholy.  But  our  thoughts  are 
here  interrupted  by  reports  more  melancholy, — that  of  our  present  army 
starving.  I  have  letters  from  general  officers,  dated  Hackensack,  Septem- 
ber 5th,  averring  the  army  had  been  with  meat  only  two  days  in  seven, 
including  the  5th,  and  no  prospect  of  any.  It  is  my  private  opinion,  if  the 
states  do  not  comply  more  fully  Avith  the  recommendations  of  Congress,  the 
army  will  disband.  Can  we  expect  they  will  stay  in  the  field  without  pay 
or  subsistence  ?  It  is  well  known  Congress  has  no  money  at  command, 
either  to  pay  for  subsistence  or  wages.  Who  is  to  blame  I  cannot  say,  but 
I  am  confident  it  is  in  our  power  to  give  the  troops  meat,  if  we  cannot  give 
them  pay,  which  has  not  been  the  case  for  half  the  days  the  month  past. 
The  army  now  live  principally  by  plunder,  both  for  meat  and  forage,  and 
will,  if  they  keep  together  I  fear,  soon  become  free-booters.  And  I  think 
every  man  must  feel  for  the  inhabitants  where  the  army  marches. 

Since  I  wrote  you  last,  intelligence  has  been  received  from  Gov.  Nash 
that  Gens.  Smallwood  and  Gist,  with  about  three  hundred  of  the  Mary- 
land and  Delaware  troops,  cut  their  way  through  the  enemy,  after  Gen. 
Gates  left  them,  and  made  their  retreat  good  to  Charlotte,  where  they  made 
a  stand,  notwithstanding  they  were  pursued  by  a  party  of  the  enemy's  horse i 
which  they  entirely  defeated.  What  can  atone  for  the  cowardly  behavior  of 
those  poltroons  who  infamously  fled  and  left  such  brave  fellows  to  be  sacri- 
ficed. 

Enclosed  is  the  stone  cutters'  bill  for  the  tombstone.  I  am  often  dunned 
for  the  amount. 

Philadelphia,  August  8th,  1780. 
Gen.  Cornell  to  Alex'r  Crawford:  — 
To  a  marble  tomb  for  Gov.  Ward, 
To  418  letters  (a)  4d.  per  letter. 
To  fixing  the  stone  in  the  pavement. 
To  drayman,  for  hauling  said  stone. 


£17     00s. 

Od 

6     19 

4 

1     00 

0 

3 

9 

£24      33. 


Id. 
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The  above  account  to  be  paid  ia  hard  cash  or  the  exchange  in  Continental 
currency,  as  it  currently  passes  at  the  time  of  payment. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  19th,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  write  your  Excellency  by  this 
post ;  and  am  sorry  to  acquaint  you  that,  notwithstanding  public  business 
of  the  most  pressing  nature  is  now  suffering  before  Congress,  we  have  spent 
three  days  to  no  purpose  in  the  affair  of  Vermont,  and  are  still  engaged  in 
the  same  business  ;  and  when  we  shall  get  clear  of  it  I  know  not,  or  what 
we  shall  do  in  the  affair.  The  Yorkers  treat  the  matter  almost  beyond  the 
bound  of  modesty.  I  can  only  say  I  am  sorry  from  my  heart  that  Congress 
has  taken  up  the  matter,  by  their  former  resolution,  in  the  manner  they  have 
And  let  us  do  what  we  will,  I  fear  the  most  fatal  consequences  will  follow 
I  cannot  give  you  particulars  at  this  time. 

By  intelligence  from  several  quarters,  it  appears  the  enemy  are  preparing 
to  push  their  operations  to  the  southward  by  the  taking  possession  of  Ports- 
mouth, with  a  body  of  troops  from  New  York,  while  Cornwallis  endeavors 
to  join  them  from  the  southward. 

Congress  has  in  contemplation  to  raise  an  army  of  thirty-two  thousand 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  to  be  in  the  field  by  the  first  day  of 
January  nest,  at  farthest,  to  serve  one  year  at  least,  to  consist  of  four  regi- 
ments of  cavalry,  four  of  artillei-y,  forty-nine  of  infantry,  and  one  of  artifi- 
cers ;  the  whole  to  be  proportioned  to  the  several  states,  and  all  the  rest  and 
residue  of  the  regiments  and  corps  to  be  reduced  on  the  first  day  of  January 
next.  The  above  is  the  report  of  a  committee  which  is  not  yet  considered, 
and  probably  will  undergo  some  alterations,  but  I  think  the  substance  will 
pass. 

Our  loss  of  Continental  troops  in  the  late  infamous  flight  on  the  16th  of 
August,  near  Camden,  is  very  inconsiderable  to  what  was  expected  from 
the  tenure  of  Gen.  Gates'  letter  of  the  20th  of  August,  from  Hillsborough. 
Our  people  have  retaken  one  hundred  Continental  prisoners,  as  the  enemy 
were  conducting  them  to  Charleston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Ezekiel  Cornell. 

Providence,  October  4th,  1780. 
Sir  :  — Your  favor  of  the  19th  of  September  last,  I  received  by  the  post, 
and  note  the  contents,  and  am  glad  to  find  the  accounts  from  the  southward 
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turn  out  so  favorable.  Nothing  very  material  has  turned  up  here  since  I 
wrote  you  last.  A  frigate  arrived  at  Newport  on  Saturday  last  from  France, 
by  the  way  of  the  West  Indies,  (she  brought  despatches  for  the  Count 
Rochambeau  and  Admiral  Terney,)  but  no  particulars  have  as  yet  trans- 
pired. The  Minister  of  France  passed  through  this  place  for  Newport  last 
Sunday.  The  General  Assembly,  at  the  last  session,  at  Newport,  passed 
no  public  acts  of  importance  enough  to  communicate  to  you.  They  will 
convene  in  this  town  on  the  last  Monday  in  this  month,  agreeable  to  the 
order  of  the  General  Assembly  at  their  late  session.  I  now  enclose  a  news- 
paper containing  a  copy  of  the  act  for  funding  the  new  bills  ordered  by 
Congress,  and  must  request  that  you  use  your  utmost  influence  to  obtain 
from  Congress  a  grant  of  a  sum  of  money  in  favor  of  our  State,  as  our 
treasury  is  almost  exhausted,  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  large  demands 
from  time  to  time,  for  supply  of  the  Quartei-master's  department,  which  for  a 
considerable  time  past,  has  been  wholly  supplied  from  our  treasury. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  10th,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  write  to  your  Excellency  by  this 
day's  post ;  and  when  I  reflect  that  I  have  been  honored  by  only  two  letters 
from  you  since  I  arrived  at  this  place,  I  fear  my  scrolls  have  been  disagree- 
able to  you,  but  shall  continue  them  until  I  am  so  informed. 

The  arrangements  for  the  army  have  passed  in  Congress,  in  the  same 
form  I  mentioned  in  my  last.  So  far  as  respects  the  reducing  of  officers,  is 
referred  to  Gen.  Washington,  for  his  opinion  on  the  mode  proposed,  before 
it  will  be  published.  So  far  as  it  respects  the  number  of  troops  and  time  of 
service  for  the  ensuing  year,  is  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  respective  states, 
which  I  apprehend  you  will  receive  before  this  reaches  you,  by  which  you 
will  see  our  quota  is  five  hundred  and  eighty  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates.  I  trust  the  State  will  have  no  objection  to  the  number,  and  I  flat- 
ter myself  they  will  take  measures  to  have  the  quota  completed  for  the  war, 
and  in  the  field  by  the  time  limited.  At  least  it  is  my  most  earnest  wish. 
And  I  hope  to  be  so  happy  as  to  have  the  Honorable  General  Assembly  to 
concur  with  me  in  sentiment.  Congress  is  busily  employed  in  committee 
and  otherwise,  in  reducing  the  public  expenses  and  devising  ways  and  means 
for  raising  money  and  supplies,  and  preparing  an  estimate  of  the  national 
expenses  for  the  year  ensuing. 

The  aifair  of  the  Hampshire  grants  is  yet  before  Congress  undetermined, 
and  I  am  not  able  to  say  positively,  what  will  be  done  ;  but  have  reason  to 
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believe  commissioners  will  be  appointed,  agreeable  to  the  confederation,  to 
enquire  into  and  settle  the  claims  between  the  states  of  New  York  and  New 
Hampshire,  and  report  to  Congress  ;  after  w^hich,  it  is  probable  the  inde- 
pendence of  Vermont  Avill  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Congress  has  ordered  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  Gen.  Gates's  conduct 
during  his  command  at  the  southward,  and  that  he  be  suspended  from  his 
command  until  such  enquiry  be  made,  and  directed  Gen.  AYashington  to 
send  a  Major  General  to  take  command  of  the  southern  army. 

Your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  inform  me,  in  your  letter  of  the  25th 
of  July,  that  the  General  Assembly  had,  at  their  last  session,  adopted  the 
resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  18th  of  March  last,  and  fixed  sufficient  funds 
for  the  redemption  of  the  State's  quota.  I  expected  the  act  would  have  been 
sent  forward  long  before  this,  but  as  it  has  not  come  to  hand,  I  wish  to 
know  the  reasons,  that  I  may  be  able  to  answer  Congress  when  I  am  called 
upon,  which  has  been  done  often.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  it  has 
been  kept  back  upon  just  principles,  and  I  wish  the  prospect  of  the  new 
bills,  having  a  quick  circulation,  was  greater  than  I  have  any  assurance  of 
in  those  states  that  have  received  them. 

Congress  last  week  completed  the  system  of  the  hospital  department  and 
made  choice  of  the  surgeons,  physicians  and  hospital  officers,  by  which 
means  more  than  fifty  surgeons,  &c.  have  gone  to  the  right  about,  by  the 
number  being  lessened  ;  by  which  means,  also  I  am  sure,  much  money  will 
be  saved,  and  I  trust  the  sick  will  be  better  taken  care  of. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  every  sentiment  of  respect  and  esteem,   * 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  17th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  —  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
4th  instant  by  yesterday's  post,  with  the  enclosed  newspapers,  containing 
the  act  of  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly,  for  funding  the  money  to 
be  emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March.  The  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  is  referred  to  the  Board  of  Treasury.  As  soon  as 
the  money  is  struck  I  shall  endeavor  to  forward  it  to  the  State,  without  loss 
of  time.  How  soon  that  business  will  be  accomplished,  I  am  not  able  to 
ascertain,  but  fear  it  will  be  some  time.  You  may  depend  on  my  best 
endeavors  to  obtain  a  grant  of  money  for  the  State,  and  I  wish  I  could  say 
that  I  expected  success  in  the  business.  But,  when  I  consider  the  large 
sums  due  to  the  states  of  New  Yoi-k  and  New  Jersey,  and  the  late  applica- 
tions made   by  them  to  Congress  for  relief,  and  that   they  received  for 
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answer  that  it  was  inadmissible  even  to  give  them  a  draft  on  the  Loan 
Office  for  a  part  of"  the  four-tenths  in  their  own  state,  I  think  I  am  not  war- 
ranted to  give  you  any  encouragement  that  the  request  will  be  granted  in 
our  present  distressed  situation.  At  the  same  time,  I  could  wish  to  have 
an  exact  account  of  the  money  furnished  by  the  State  to  the  Deputy  Quar- 
termaster General,  as  I  am  confident  no  grant  can  be  obtained  on  general 
principles. 

Necessity  obliges  me  to  hint  to  your  Excellency  that  my  circumstances, 
for  want  of  cash,  are  not  altered  for  the  better  since  I  mentioned  that  sub- 
ject before.  I  do  not  complain,  but  submit  my  case  to  your  own  feelings, 
and  rely  on  the  justice  of  my  constituents  for  relief. 

Our  affairs  at  the  south  wear,  at  present,  a  gloomy  aspect.  The  enemy 
have,  by  the  last  official  accounts,  marched  in  force  into  North  Carolina, 
and  taken  post  at  Charlotte,  and  I  fear,  (by  the  complexion  of  affairs,)  soon 
to  hear  they  have  nearly  possessed  themselves  of  that  state.  Gen.  Gates 
has  lost  all  confidence  with  the  people  in  that  quarter,  and,  in  a  particular 
manner,  with  Gen.  Smallwood,  who  is  the  next  in  command.  Gen.  Wash- 
ington has  not  informed  Congress  of  the  officer  ordered  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  southern  army.  I  wish  it  soon  to  take  place,  for  at  present 
you  may  depend  all  is  in  disorder  and  the  utmost  confusion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  respect. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

P.  S.  —  I  received  a  large  packet  from  Virginia,  enclosed  to  your  Excel- 
lency, containing  sundry  acts  passed  in  that  State,  which  I  do  myself  the 
honor  to  forward  by  this  day's  post.  I  have  also  enclosed  two  newspapers, 
containing  a  particular  detail  of  Major  Andre's  conduct,  and  the  infamous 
Arnold's  address,  to  which  is  added  another  prepared  for  the  press  by  Mr. 
Secretary  Thompson.  Major  Andre's  trial  is  now  in  the  press  ;  as  soon 
as  published,  I  will  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  one  to  your  Excellency. 

Yours, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 


EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  October  24th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  — I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  the 
proceedings  of  a  Board  of  General  Officers  on  the  case  of  Major  Andre,  a 
view  of  tract  of  country  called  Indiana,  and  a  resolution  that  passed  in  Con- 
gress, on  Saturday  last,  together  with  this  day's  paper. 

The  Indiana  affair  is  a  matter  of  great  consequence.     The  state  of  Vir- 
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ginia  has  undertaken  to  vacate  the  title  made  to  the  grantees,  and  take  the 
land  to  themselves,  which  proceedings  give  much  uneasiness  to  the  original 
proprietors,  as  it  is  a  country  of  immense  value,  and  they  have  made  appli- 
cations to  Congress  for  relief,  who,  in  my  opinion,  have  little  to  do  in  the 
affair  ;  but  both  parties  have  their  advocates.  I  shall  make  no  comments 
on  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  as  my  sentiments  will  appear  by  the  yeas 
and  nays.  At  the  same  time,  I  wish  nothing  therein  contained  may  operate 
to  the  retarding  of  the  recruiting  service.  You  will  also  see  the  regiments 
are  augmented,  which  was  occasioned  by  Gen.  Washington's  informing 
Congress  that  he  had  been  obliged,  in  his  late  conference  with  the  French 
gentlemen  at  Hartford,  to  fix  on  a  number  of  men  for  the  next  campaign 
equal  to  what  is  now  called  for,  and  that  estimate  was  sent  to  France. 

You  w'ill  see  by  the  enclosed  newspaper,  that  good  news  from  the  south- 
ward, which  is  believed  at  this  place.  The  bells  have  rung  on  the  occasion, 
and  many  expect  that  Cornwallis  will  be  Burgoyned.  I  hope  he  may.  Gen. 
Greene  is  appointed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  the  command  of  the 
southern  army,  and  is  expected  in  this  city,  on  his  way  to  take  upon  him 
his  command,  every  hour.  Gen.  Gates  who,  but  a  little  time  since,  stood 
high  on  the  list  of  fame,  stands  at  this  time  veiy  low  ;  and,  in  addition  to 
his  other  misfortunes,  has  lately  buried  his  son. 

By  official  accounts  received  yesterday  from  Gov.  Clinton  of  New  York, 
the  enemy  were  advanced  from  Canada  to  the  frontiers  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  in  two  large  bodies,  consisting  of  regular  troops,  tories  and  Indians  ; 
one  by  the  way  of  the  South  Bay,  the  other  by  Niagara  ;  and  have  taken 
several  forts.  The  affairs  of  Vermont  have  slept  for  sometime,  and  nothing 
is  determined.  I  believe  when  it  was  last  debated,  the  gentlemen  from 
New  York  did  not  like  very  well  the  sentiments  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers on  the  subject,  and  will  let  the  affair  rest  until  a  change  in  members 
shall  take  place,  that  will  better  suit  their  purpose. 

On  Thursday  last,  a  letter  from  Arthur  Lee  was  read  in  Congress.  The 
subject  matter  was  taken  up,  and  all  the  old  members  appeared  perfectly 
acquainted  therewith,  though  not  fully  agreed.  I  must  confess  I  am 
not  able  as  yet  to  find  the  right  side  of  the  question,  if  there  is  one  ;  but  I 
am  sure  there  is  a  high  quarrel  which  at  present  I  wish  to  have  no  hand  in  ; 
but  it  appears  a  winter's  work  is  cutting  out.  I  hope  it  will  not  operate  to 
the  procrastination  of  business  of  greater  moment.  I  shaU  do  myself  the 
honor  to  enclose  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  Mr.  Lee's  letter,  in  my  next. 

The  news  of  the  capture  of  the  English  outward  bound  East  and  West 
Indian  fleet,  is  this  moment  confirmed  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  [illegible],  at 
Lisbon,  who  says  five  East  Indiamen  had  arrived  at  that  place,  and  brought 
intelligence  that  the  fleet  had  almost  all  sunk  their  colors  before  they  left 
the  fleet. 
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I  cannot  liclp  mentioning,  (though  with  reluctance)  that  I  am  often 
dunned  for  money  by  the  stone  cutter,  a  bill  of  which  I  sent  by  Mr.  Ellery. 
As  it  was  a  debt  that  came  on  me  unavoidably,  I  cannot  doubt  the  willing- 
ness of  the  State  to  enable  me  to  pay  the  debt, "and  thereby  extricate  myself 
from  a  situation  that  is  disagreeable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

N.  B.  —  It  is  supposed  that  the  force  mentioned  by  Gov.  Clinton  is  come 
down  in  consequence  of  the  design  the  enemy  had  formed  against  that  point 
in  conjunction  with  Arnold. 

I  have  been  disappointed  in  obtaining  the  resolution  of  Congress, — shall 
endeavor  to  send  it  by  next  post. 


EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  October  31st,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  — I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency,  the 
act  of  Congress  mentioned  in  my  last,  with  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  President  of  Congress  will  soon  present  you  a  resolution  recommend- 
ing to  the  several  states,  to  levy  their  proportion  of  the  six  millions  silver 
dollars,  about  four  millions  and  a  half  to  be  paid  in  flour,  pork,  rum  and  salt, 
in  certain  quotas,  at  fixed  prices,  aud  the  remainder  in  silver  and  gold,  or  the 
bills  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  the  18th  of  March  last. 

I  am  not  able,  at  present,  to  inform  your  Excellency,  when  the  State's 
quota  of  the  new  bills  will  be  ready  to  go  forward.  You  may  rest  assured 
nothing  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  for  their  despatch,  as  I  apprehend, 
they  will  be  wanted  for  the  payment  of  the  taxes. 

John,  Earl  Cornwallis,  we  are  informed,  by  an  express  that  arrived  last 
evening  from  Gen.  Gates,  has  retreated  in  great  haste  from  Charlotte  to 
Camden  ;  and  North  Carolina  is  once  more  clear  of  British  troops.  We 
have  also  official  accounts,  that  the  enemy  have  landed  a  considerable 
force  in  Virginia,  near  Portsmouth.  Their  exact  force  is  not  ascertained. 
They  consist  of  sea  and  land  forces,  both  horse  and  foot.  Gen.  Greene  is 
now  in  this  city,  on  his  way  to  the  southward,  to  take  command  of  the  army 
in  that  quarter.     He  intends  to  leave  this  place  to-morrow. 

I  could  Avish  you  would  send  me  an  exact  return  of  all  the  provisions  fur- 
nished by  the  State  on  Continental  account,  since  the  mode  of  furnishing 
state  supplies  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Rivingston  says  in  his  paper,  that  some  of  their  brave  fellows  have 
taken  our  post  with  hiis  mail,   and  carried  both  to  New  York.     If  this  is 
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true,  they  must  have  taken  a  letter  to  your  Excellency,  dated  either  the  10th 
or  17th,  of  which  I  expect  to  be  informed,  as  I  suppose  they  will  publish  it. 
Either  of  those  letters  contain  some  particulars,  I  should  by  no  means  have 
written  to  the  enemy.  Yet  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  my  conduct,  I  flat- 
ter myself  my  character  will  not  suflTer,  and  I  am  sure  they  will  not  be  much 
benefited.  All  this  is  upon  the  supposition  they  publihh  the  letter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  bedient  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

The  committee  to  whom  Gen.  Washington's  letters,  and 
particularly  that  of  the  11th,  were  delivered,  presented  a 
report  which  was  read  and  taken  into  consideration,  and  in 
debating  the  following  paragraph,  to  wit : 

"  That  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  the  commanding  officer 
in  the  southern  army  direct  the  officers  of  each  state  to  meet 
and  agree  upon  the  officers  for  the  regiment  to  be  raised  by 
their  respective  states,  from  those  who  incline  to  continue  in 
service,  and  where  it  cannot  be  done  by  agreement  to  be  de- 
termined by  seniority,  and  make  return  of  those  who  are  to 
remain,  which  is  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  together  with 
the  names  of  the  officers  reduced,  who  are  to  be  allowed  half 
pay  for ;"  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mathews,  sec- 
onded by  Mr.  Madison,  to  fill  up  the  blank  with  the  words, 
"  for  life,"  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr. 
Cornell. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  November  9th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  — I  do  myself  the  honor  to  write  to  your  Excellency,  by  the 
express  that  goes  to  carry  the  recommendation  to  the  several  states  for  levy- 
ing a  tax  equal  in  value  to  six  millions  of  dollars,  (silver,)  to  be  made  as  is 
therein  recommended.  Upon  which  I  beg  liberty  to  observe  that  the  i^rovis- 
ions  are  called  for  upon  the  most  accurate  calculation  the  nature  of  the  business 
would  admit,  and  upon  the  most  mature  deliberation.  Congress  were  unani 
mous  of  opinion,  that  a  less  quantity  could  not  be  relied  on  with  safety. 
The  tax  is  proportioned,  both  as  to  the  supplies  and  money,  agreeable  to 
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the  proportion  on  which  the  first  fifteen  millions  monthly  was  recom- 
mended. Great  care  hath  been  taken  that  the  states  be  called  on  for  such  kind 
of  provisions  as  each  state  could  best  furnish.  It  is  probable  that  there  may 
be  some  disproportion  in  the  prices  of  the  several  articles,  which  is  intended 
to  be  remedied  by  a  regulation  reserving  the  whole  for  a  liquidation  at  a 
future  day.  The  consideration  of  this  business  took  up  much  of  the  time 
and  attention  of  Congress,  and  they  were  fully  sensible  of  the  burdens  their 
constituents  groaned  under,  at  the  same  time  found  themselves  under  the 
absolute  necessity  of  making  the  recommendation.  They  could  devise  no 
alternative.  I  hope  our  State  will  adopt  the  recommendation  and  find  their 
resources  adequate  to  the  requisition. 

Much  is  said  upon  the  subject  of  an  armed  neutrality,  and  some  politi- 
cians conjecture  it  strongly  forebodes  a  general  peace.  I  confess  I  am  not 
sanguine  in  my  expectations  on  the  subject,  and  can  assure  you,  Sir,  Con- 
gress has  not  received  the  most  distant  official  hint  that  a  peace  is  even  con- 
jectured by  those  neutral  powers. 

I  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  10th  ultimo,  that 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  since  Mr.  Rivington  has  been  so  kind  as 
publish  it.  His  motives  for  so  doing  I  am  a  loss  to  guess,  but  I  must  do 
him  that  justice  as  to  say,  he  has  given  to  the  public  an  accurate  copy. 

Gen.  Greene  left  the  city  on  Saturday  last,  on  his  way  to  join  the  south- 
ern army ;  as  did  also  the  Baron  Steuben. 

We  have  had  no  news  from  the  southward  for  a  consiberable  time.  It  is 
generally  believed  the  enemy  have  reembarked  their  troops  at  Virginia, 
though  Congress  has  no  official  account.  "Where  they  are  going  to  is  not 
known,  but  it  is  probable  further  southward.  A  letter  from  Gen.  Washington 
was  read  in  Congress  yesterday,  informing  that  an  embarkation  was  taking 
place  in  New  York,  supposed  to  reinforce  their  armies  at  the  southward. 
Congress  has  received  no  official  letters  from  abroad  for  several  weeks  past. 
And  I  have  no  further  intelligence  worth  your  notice, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

N.B. — I  apprehend  you  have  not  seen  the  arrangement  of  the  army  mention- 
ed in  the  enclosed  copy,  as  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  at  the  same 
time  my  letter  did.  The  arrangement  Avas  afterwards  altered  and  sent 
forward.  I  shall  be  more  cautious  in  future  in  writing,  as  you  can  easily 
judge  of  my  feelings,  if  some  of  the  letters  you  have  received  had  met  the 
fate  the  one  did  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy. 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 
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EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  10th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  —  The  subject  I  am  now  to  address  your  Excellency  upon 
gives  me  pain.  At  the  same  time  necessity  obliges  me  to  inform  you  that 
I  am  destitute  of  cash.  I  received,  before  I  left  the  State,  four  thousand 
pounds,  supposed  at  that  time  to  be  sutTicient  for  yixty  days  expense.  I 
have  obtained  from  the  Continental  treasury,  with  much  difficulty,  five 
thousand  dollars,  all  of  which  is  expended,  and  I  am  much  in  debt  and 
liable  to  be  dunned  every  day  in  the  week,  which  I  am  obliged  to  submit 
to,  without  any  prospect  of  being  able  to  make  payment,  unless  I  can  obtain 
relief  from  you  ;  nor  shall  I  be  able  to  live  in  the  place,  much  less  get  home. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  claim  your  attention  from  any  merit  or  demands  I  have 
a  right  to,  upon  any  other  principle  than  that  of  the  treatment  of  former 
delegates.  I  hope  you  will  pardon  the  freedom  I  have  taken  in  this  letter, 
as  it  was  dictated  by  my  feelings  and  not  my  wishes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

N.  B.  —  My  board  is  at  present  six  silver  dollars  per  week,  exclusive  of 
any  kind  of  liquor,  and  half  that  sum  for  a  servant.  The  exchange  is  at 
least  eighty  for  one.  And  the  new  money  will  not  pass  at  forty  for  one. 
My  horse  costs  me  twenty  Continental  dollars  per  day,  in  the  Continental 
stable,  which  is  less  than  I  can  get  him  kept  for  in  any  other  place. 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

Ezekiel  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  4th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  —  When  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  write  to  your  Excellency 
last,  I  expected  before  this  to  have  been  on  my  way  home.  I  impatiently 
wait  Gen.  Varnum's  arrival.  The  money  and  bills  of  exchange  would  have 
been  sent  forward  this  day,  had  it  not  been  for  a  blunder  of  the  inspector  of 
the  press,  which  was  not  discovered  until  more  than  half  the  bills  were 
struck,  which  must  all  be  laid  aside,  the  press  set  up  anew  and  all  the  work 
done  over  again  ;  by  which  means  it  will  not  be  ready  to  go  forward  till 
Monday  next.  However  strange  it  may  appear,  that  the  money  and  bills 
of  exchange  are  not  yet  sent  forward,  I  can  assure  you  it  cannot  justly  be 
charged  to  my  inattention  to  public  business,  and  particularly  what  concerns 
the  State.  This,  I  believe,  will  be  allowed  by  the  greatest  enemies  I  have 
in  this  place.  Calumny  and  detraction  runs  high  in  this  toryfied  city,  but 
I  hope  much  good  will  come  out  of  this  modern  Nazareth.  The  General 
21 


322  RHODE    ISLAND    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

Assembly  of  the  State,  it  seems,  are  now  sitting,  and  have  been  for  several 
weeks  past,  and  appear  to  be  determined  to  adopt  vigorous  measui'es  by  filling 
their  Continental  line  of  the  army,  furnishing  the  supplies  recommended  by 
Congress,  together  with  many  other  good  things,  among  which  is  a  spirited 
resolution  for  pntting  the  new  bills  into  circulation.  In  a  word,  they  appear 
to  be  disposed  to  do  whatever  is  incumbent  on  them,  for  the  public  good. 

The  enemy  left  Virginia  last  week,  and  it  is  supposed  they  are  gone  far- 
ther southAvard,  perhaps  to  reinforce  Cornwallis,  as  it  appears  by  some  late 
accounts  from  that  quarter  that  the  militia  make  themselves  more  familiar 
in  the  neighborhood  of  his  Lordship  than  he  would  wish. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  will  excuse  me  for  not  being  more  particular,  as  I 
can  assure  you  it  is  not  for  want  of  inclination,  but  merely  upon  principles  of 
prudence,  as  I  know  not  whose  hands  this  letter  may  fall  into,  and  as  I 
expect  soon  to  have  the  honor  of  an  interview  with  you,  when  I  flatter 
myself  no  man  will  be  more  happy  than  I  shall  in  giving  you  every  neces- 
sary information  in  my  power ;  and  I  hope  it  Avill  be  so  far  satisfactory  as 
to  convince  you  that  I  have  not  been  inattentive  to  the  duties  of  the  appoint- 
ment with  which  I  was  honored. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  December  30,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  : — I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  favors  of  the 
22d  ult.  and  7th  inst.  by  the  last  post.  The  President  is  informed  that  you 
had  not  received  the  resolution  recommending  the  six  million  tax.  But  he 
Bays  it  went  by  the  way  of  Boston,  and  thinks  you  have  received  it  before 
this.  In  my  last  I  informed  you  of  my  mtentions  to  return  home,  immedi- 
ately upon  being  relieved.  But  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  resolution  of 
Congress,  that  I  am  elected  as  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  War.  I  con- 
fess I  do  not  think  myself  fully  justifiable  in  accepting  the  appointment  with- 
out the  approbation  of  the  State,  whose  directions  I  conceive  myself  bound 
to  observe.  As  I  did  not  solicit  the  appointment,  I  flatter  myself  I  shall 
be  pardoned  by  my  constituents  ;  and  I  have  undertaken  the  task  upon  no 
other  principle  than  that  of  serving  my  country  with  honesty  and  faithful- 
ness to  the  extent  of  my  small  abilities.  As  no  more  expense  Avill  accrue 
to  the  State  on  account  of  my  delegation,  I  have  enclosed  an  account  of  ray 
expenses,  and  of  the  moneys  I  have  received,  and  will  send  the  voncliers  by 
the  first  safe  conveyance.  I  have  sent  to  your  Excellency  by  Col.  Peck,  a 
collection  of  accounts,  expenditures  and  estimates,  which  have  been  taken 
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from  the  best  authorities,  and  you  may  rest  assured  are  as  complete  as  our 
situation  at  present  will  admit.  I  at  first  collected  the  materials  for  my 
own  information,  and  afterwards  thought  it  might  give  you  such  information 
as  would  be  agreeable,  and  to  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  such  as 
might  be  necessary,  and  for  that  purpose,  I  wish  through  you  to  communi- 
cate the  contents  to  that  honorable  body,  with  that  degree  of  secrecy  that 
you  may  think  necessary.  And  if  the  information  is  received  with  one  half 
the  satisfaction  it  is  given,  I  am  fully  paid  for  all  the  pains  and  trouble  I 
have  been  at  in  making  the  collection,  and  the  height  of  my  ambition  is 
gratified. 

The  President  of  Congress  received  yesterday  despatches  from  General 
Greene,  dated  at  Charlotte,  the  7th  instant.  By  them  it  appears  he  had 
relieved  Gen.  Gates  and  taken  the  command  of  the  southern  ai*my.  These 
despatches  contain  but  little  news  ;  only  that  Col,  Washington,  of  the  dra- 
goons, had  taken  by  stratagem,  a  tory  garrison  consisting  of  a  Col.  Rugeley 
and  one  hundred  and  eleven  of  his  associates,  without  firing  a  gun. 

As  I  am  now  out  of  Congress,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  you  a  par- 
ticular detail  of  the  transactions  of  that  honorable  body.  But  I  make  no 
doubt  you  will  receive  the  fullest  information  from  Gen.  Varnum,  whose 
pen  is  more  able  than  mine.  At  the  same  time  I  shall  continue  to  embrace 
every  opportunity  in  giving  you  every  information  that  shall  be  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  State,  so  far  as  shall  come  to  my  knowledge. 

As  it  is  the  height  of  my  ambition  to  deserve  well  of  my  country,  and, 
after  the  many  honors  conferred  and  trusts  committed  to  my  charge,  by  the 
State  to  which  I  belong,  to  be  unmindful  of  her  welfare  would  be  the  height 
of  ingratitude  ;  at  the  same  time,  to  lie  under  any  censure  by  my  constitu- 
ents for  any  misconduct,  would  be  one  of  the  most  mortifying  circumstances 
that  could  befall  me.  I  must,  therefore,  beg  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  inform 
me  even  if  it  be  only  supposed  I  have  been  guilty  of  any  omission  in  the 
duty  I  owe  the  State,  since  my  residence  in  this  city,  that  I  may  endeavor 
to  give  satisfaction,  either  by  information  on  retraction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Messrs.  Cornell  and  Varnum. 

Warwick,  Jan.  5th,  1781. 
Gentlemen  :  —  I  received  Mr.  Cornell's  letter  of  the  10th  of  last  month, 
by  which  he  mentions  his  not  having  received  a  line  from  me  since  the  31st 
of  last  October.  What  has  prevented  my  letters  coming  to  hand  I  cannot 
say,  as  I  wrote  to  him  the  1st  and  22d  November,  and  have  since  written 
to  you  on  the  7th  of  December. 
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Mr.  Cornell  wrote  to  me  in  a  former  letter,  and  repeats  it  in  this,  request- 
ing that  an  exact  account  of  the  moneys  lent  by  this  State  to  Col.  Bowen, 
late  Deputy  Quartermaster  General,  may  be  sent  to  the  delegate  of  this 
State,  in  order  that  he  may  apply  to  Congress  for  an  order  on  the  Loan 
Office  for  the  four-tenths  of  the  new  emission,  which  is  now  about  to  be 
issued  to  redeem  the  former  emission.  I  am  particular  in  this  respect,  that 
Mr.  Varnum  may  be  informed  of  Mr.  CorDeU's  plan  to  procure  a  grant  from 
Congress  in  favor  of  this  State,  as  being  the  only  means  he  has  been  able 
to  devise,  to  replace  the  moneys.  Should  he  have  left  Philadelphia,  I  now 
enclose  you  the  amount  of  the  moneys  lent  Mr.  Bowen,  as  also  that  lent  to 
Benjamin  Bourn,  the  present  Deputy  Quartermaster  General  for  this  depart- 
ment, and  likewise  the  sum  lent  to  Mr.  Lovet,  in  consequence  of  the  late 
alarm,  who  is  appointed  Quartermaster  of  the  militia  of  this  State. 

You  Avill  please  to  observe  that  a  very  considerable  part  of  this  money, 
more  especially  that  lent  to  Col.  Bowen,  was  delivered  at  periods,  when  the 
money  was  much  better  than  it  now  is  ;  and,  in  justice,  the  State  ought  to 
be  paid  accordingly,  which  I  make  no  doubt  you  will  notice.  • 

I  have  nothing  of  news  to  inform  you  of  in  this  letter. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  respect  and  esteem,  yours,  &c., 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

James  M.  Varncm  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  8th  January,  178L 
Sir  :  — Were  I  to  give  you  my  sentiments  at  large  upon  the  politics  and 
situation  of  the  United  States,  it  would  lead  me  into  a  labyrinth  of  declara- 
tions, too  tedious  for  my  present  leisure  and  too  complicated  for  your  amuse- 
ment. Without  entering,  therefore,  into  the  infinity  of  circumstances  which 
at  present  form  the  embarrassments  of  our  system,  it  will  be  sufficient  to 
observe  that  the  want  of  money  and  credit  involves  Congress  in  perplexi- 
ties which  cannot  be  fully  removed,  till  the  operations  of  new  plans,  shall 
be  equally  felt  throughout  the  Union.  The  want  of  a  fixed  consideration, 
frustrates  almost  every  measure,  and  the  dull  inergetic  mode  of  procedure, 
resulting  from  the  long  habits  of  insipid  formality,  render  our  effiarts  too 
feeble  and  dilatory  to  effect  the  great  objects.  Party  intrigues  have  some 
share  in  our  councils,  but  they  are  far  from  influencing,  in  matters  of  great 
utility.  Whenever  they  are  attempted,  they  appear  rather  under  the  garb 
of  expiring  struggles  than  in  the  expectation  of  success.  The  army  have 
been  without  pay  for  a  long  time,  which  added  to  some  other  causes,  pro- 
duced on  the  1st  instant,  a  general  mutiny  in  the  Pennsylvania  line.  Two 
officers  were  killed  and  two  wounded.  About  six  privates  were  slain,  and 
the  insurrection  is  not  yet  quelled.     Sir  Henry   Clinton  sent  an  embassy 
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among  the  malcontents,  with  mighty  promises  of  money,  protection,  &c.  &c., 
but  the  lads,  so  far  from  bemg  dissatisfied  with  the  American  cause,  receiv- 
ed his  offers  with  indignation,  and  sent  the  spy  with  his  conductors  and  a 
copy  of  his  proposals  to  Gen.  Wayne.  The  President  of  this  state  is  with 
them,  and  a  committee  from  Congress  in  the  vicinity.  The  militia  of  Jer- 
sey are  in  the  field,  and  I  trust  the  matter  will  be  terminated  happily  in  a 
short  time.  We  have  accounts  this  day  that  Arnold,  with  about  sixteen 
hundred  men,  is  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  Georgia 
have  returned  to  their  allegiance  by  opposing  the  British  government  under 
Gen.  Wright.  We  have  been  very  successful  to  the  southward  under  Gen. 
Sumpter  and  others,  but  our  situation  in  that  quarter  is  far  from  promising 
much  to  our  advantage.  This  winter  is  big  with  serious  events.  Our 
resources  are  great,  but  we  must  exercise  much  wisdom  and  resolution  to 
manage  them  with  propriety.  Gen.  Cornell  is  elected  into  the  Board  of 
War,  and  therefore,  will  not  return  this  winter.  Your  tickets,  &c.,  are 
safe. 

I  have  the  honor  of  beiag.  Sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  VARNUM. 

James  M.  Varnum  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  29th,  1781. 

Sir  :  —  The  state  of  Maryland  has  acceeded  to  the  Confederation,  reserv- 
ing to  herself  a  common  right  on  the  wild  lands.  Virginia  has  ceded  to  the 
United  States  all  the  claim  west  of  the  Ohio,  including  nearly  sixty  millions 
of  acres.  These  events  will  doubtless  soon  introduce  the  principles  of  the 
Confederation  in  their  fullest  extent.  Should  that  be  the  law,  no  state  can 
be  represented  in  Congress  by  one  member  only,  which  will  make  it  expe- 
dient for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  to  find  another  delegate,  or  reinvest 
Gen.  Cornell  with  their  authority  to  take  a  seat.  To  prevent  misfortune,  I 
shall  take  the  liberty  of  inviting  him  to  join  me,  shoiild  it  become  absolutely 
necessary,  till  the  order  of  the  State  shall  arrive. 

The  differences  in  the  Pennsylvania  line  have  been  settled.  Another 
mutiny  has  taken  place  in  the  Jersey  line,  but  it  has  been  quelled.  The 
particulars  I  cannot  fully  ascertain. 

I  have  received  your  Excellency's  letter,  enclosing  the  amount  of  moneys 
advanced  to  the  Quartermaster ;  but  this  is  but  a  small  part  of  what  is 
wanting.  I  have  mentioned  this  subject  in  a  former  letter.  Upon  exami- 
nation, I  find  all  the  accounts  sent  forward  by  Messrs.  Howell  and  Greene, 
are  mislaid  or  left  in  the  Chamber  of  Accounts.  This  unlucky  circumstance 
will. make  it  indispensable  to  send  duplicates.     I  hope  the  measures  of  Vir- 


326  RHODE    ISLAND    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

ginia  and  Maryland  will  add  vigor  to  our  exertions.  For  the  public  com- 
plexion is  such  at  present  that  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  every  evil  but 
that  of  conquest,  which  I  cannot  believe  the  Almighty  will  ever  permit. 
Congress  is  very  incessant  upon  the  most  important  objects,  which  if  fully 
adopted  and  firmly  executed,  I  hope  will  reestablish  public  credit,  and  give 
consistency  and  vigor  to  our  future  operations. 

The  weather  is  very  mild  ;  we  have  had  no  snow  or  frost  of  any  conse- 
quence since  my  arrival.     The  post  riders  are  very  uncertain  in  performing 
their  tours,  which  induces  me  to  prefer  private  conveyance. 
I  have  the  honor  of  being,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  M.  VARNUM. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  29th,  1781. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  The  mutiny  which  I  mentioned  in  my  last  had  taken  place 
in  the  Pennsylvania  line,  is  settled.  The  Clinton  messengers  Avere  both 
hanged  for  spies,  by  order  of  a  court  martial,  and  the  greater  half  of  the 
mutineers  are  discharged,  and  the  remainder  furloughed  for  two  months,  as 
well  ai'tillery  as  infantry,  so  that  the  whole  line  is  disbanded  at  present. 
The  Executive  Council  of  the  state  are  taking  measures  for  recruiting  their 
quota  on  the  new  establishment. 

The  New  Jersey  line  took  the  infection  and  it  raged  to  a  considerable 
degree  ;  but,  upon  proper  remedies  being  applied,  its  career  was  stopped 
without  much  injury  being  done.  By  the  latest  accounts  from  Virginia, 
Arnold  was  in  some  part  of  that  state,  but  had  done  little  or  no  damage 
since  he  left  Richmond.  His  transactions  at  that  place  you  must  know  of 
before  this,  so  that  I  need  not  tell  you  that  he  landed  thirty-three  miles  from 
Richmond,  the  metropolis  of  the  state,  marched  there,  stayed  as  long  as  he 
pleased,  retreated  back  again, — all  this  without  the  firing  of  a  gun. 

As  for  our  southern  affairs,  I  can  say  nothing  more  than  is  contained  in 
the  following  passages  of  Gen.  Greene's  letter,  dated  the  29th  ultimo,  at 
Peedee : — 

"  Gen.  Leslie  arrived  at  Charleston,  and  is  on  his  march  to  join  Corn- 
wallis,  who  has  given  orders  to  the  commanding  officers  of  his  out-posts  to 
join.  I  expect  he  will  soon  advance.  I  am  not  in  a  condition  either  to 
fight  or  retreat,  but  expect  soon  to  be  obliged  to  do  both." 

Congress  has,  for  some  time  past,  been  busily  employed  in  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  affairs  of  our  finance.  The  subject  of  duty  on  imported 
articles  has  hitherto  engrossed  their  chiefest  attention.  It  is  reported  they 
are  generally  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  several  states  that  they  pass  laws 
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laying  a  duty  of  four  per  cent,  on  imported  articles,  some  f".w  excepted. 
Reducing  the  Commissioners  at  the  several  Boards,  to  a  single  member  each, 
is  much  talked  of  in  Congress.  I  believe  it  will  take  place.  I  hope  it  will 
be  for  the  better.  They  are  to  be  great  ministers  of  state,  and  ought  to  be 
men  of  the  first  abilities  in  the  nation,  as  much  is  expected  from  them. 

Congress  has  resolved  to  appoint  a  Minister  to  reside  near  where  Con- 
gress shall  sit,  to  conduct  their  foreign  affairs.  He  is  to  receive  a  salary 
of  four  thousand  specie  dollars  per  annum,  exclusive  of  office  rent,  &c.  &c. 
Robert  R.  Livingston  and  Arthur  Lee  are  in  nomination  ;  both  have  admir- 
ers, but  I  am  not  certain  either  of  them  has  sufficient  in  Congress  to  be 
appointed. 

A  resolution  has  passed  the  Assembly  in  Maryland,  by  majority  of  thir- 
ty-three to  seven,  empowering  their  delegates  to  confederate.  It  has  not 
passed  the  Senate,  but  it  is  supposed  it  will  without  much  difficulty. 

Virginia  has  passed  a  law  ceding  all  her  territorial  claim  beyond  the  Ohio 
to  the  thirteen  states,  upon  conditions  the  whole  shall  agree  to  and  sign  the 
Confederation,  and  allot  the  ceded  lands  into  governments  of  a  moderate 
size. 

I  shall  conclude  this  with  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  one  of  our  Ministers 
abroad,  dated  October  14th,  1780  : 

"  For  however  our  countrymen  may  have  flattered  themselves  with  hopes 
of  peace,  there  is  nothing  further  from  the  thoughts  of  the  king  of  England, 
his  ministers,  parliament  and  nation,  for  they  are  all  his,  than  peace  upon 
any  tei'ms  that  America  can  agree  to.  There  is  no  future  event  more  cer- 
tain in  my  mind,  than  that  they  never  will  acknowledge  American  Indepen- 
dence, while  they  have  a  soldier  in  the  United  States.  Nay,  they  would  not 
do  it  even  after  their  troops  should  be  all  driven  from  the  Continent.  I  think 
I  see  very  clearly  that  America  must  grow  up  in  war.  It  is  a  painful  pros- 
pect, to  be  sure.  But  Avhen  I  consider  that  there  is  more  people  in  America 
than  there  are  in  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries,  that  the  earth 
itself  produces  abundance  in  America,  both  for  consumption  and  exporta- 
tion, and  that  the  United  Provinces  produce  nothing  but  butter  and  cheese  ; 
and  that  the  United  Provinces  have  successfully  maintained  wars  against 
the  formidable  monarchies  of  Spain,  France  and  England,  I  cannot  but 
persuade  myself  it  is  in  the  power  of  America  to  defend  herself  against  all 
that  England  can  do.  The  republic  where  I  now  am,  has  maintained  an 
army  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men,  beside  a  formidable  navy. 
She  maintains  at  this  day,  a  standing  army  of  thirty  thousand,  which  the 
Prince  is  desirous  of  augmenting  to  fifty  thousand,  besides  a  considerable 
navy.  All  this  in  a  profound  peace.  What  causes,  physical  or  moral,  can 
prevent  three  millions  of  people  in  America  from  maintaining  for  the  defence 


328 


RHODE   ISLAND    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 


of  their  altars  and  firesides,  as  many  soldiers  as  the  same  number  of  people 
can  maintain  in  Europe,  merely  for  parade — I  know  not." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Pvxcellency's 

Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

N.  B. — By  letters  just  received  from  Virginia,  it  appears  that  three  thou- 
sand militia  are  embarked,  so  that  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  if  Arnold 
don't  leave  the  state,  he  will  get  a  flogging. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  February  6th,  1781. 
Dear  Sir  :  — In  my  last  I  mentioned  a  resolution  had  passed  the  Assem- 
bly of  the  state  of  Maryland,  empowering  their  delegates  to  sign  the  Confed- 
eration. I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  from  undoubted  authority, 
that  the  Senate  have  concurred  ;  the  law  is  complete,  their  delegates  are  on 
their  way  to  Congress.  Immediately  after  their  arrival  I  expect  to  see 
the  Confederation  completed.  We  have  not  one  Avord  of  news  from  the 
southern  army  since  my  last.  By  the  last  accounts  from  Virginia,  Arnold 
had  not  left  the  state,  but  was  at  a  place  called  Smithfield.  Public  business 
is  much  embarrassed.  I  shall  say  nothing  on  the  affairs  before  Congress. 
Gen.  Varnum  is  able  to  give  you  a  much  better  account  than  I  can.  The 
change  in  the  several  Boards  1  mentioned,  remains  as  it  did  ;  but  every  day 
seems  to  produce  new  evidence  that  the  measures  will  shortly  be  adopted. 
There  are  many  gentlemen  talked  of  to  fill  these  great  offices  of  state.  As 
to  their  abilities,  there  is  a  great  division  of  sentiment.  I  hope  they  may 
hit  upon  the  best — they  will  have  a  large  field  before  them,  but  not  to  stand 
still  in.  Either  honor  or  disgrace  will  attend  whoever  undertakes. 
I  have  the  honor  lo  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 


EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  February  9th,  1781. 
Dear  Sir  :  — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  your  Excellency  two  handbills 
that  were  published  yesterday.  The  intelligence  from  the  southward  has 
carried  much  joy  in  this  place.  It  came  to  hand  very  seasonably,  as  our 
affairs  were  gloomy.  IMaryland  has  passed  a  law  directing  their  delegates 
to  sign  the  Confederation.  Mr.  Carrol,  one  of  their  delegates,  came  into 
city  last  evening,  and  was  so  kind  as  to  show  me  the  act  of  Assembly.  Mr, 
Hanson  is  expected  every  hour,  when  the  Confederation  will  be  completed. 
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Congress  has  this  day  fixed  the  salary  of  a  Financier  at  six  thousand,  and 
a  Minister  of  War  and  Minister  of  Marine  at  five  thousand  each.  Monday 
is  appointed  for  their  election. 

I  have  written  by  the  two  last  posts.  The  express  is  Avaiting.  I  must 
conclude. 

I  am  your  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  19th,  1781. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  had  this  day  the  honor  of  your  favor  of  the  5th  inst.,  and 
am  happy  to  find  ray  letters  and  enclosures  have  arrived  safe.  Capt.  Paul 
Jones  arrived  in  this  city  on  Saturday  last,  from  L'Orient,  which  place  he  left 
about  the  middle  of  December.  He  brought  large  packets  of  despatches  for 
the  President  of  Congress  and  the  Minister  of  France.  Little  news  hath 
yet  transpired  from  them.  By  the  public  prints  that  came  by  Capt.  Jones, 
it  appears  that  Britain  breathes  vengeance  against  her  revolted  colonies. 
Congress  has  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Gov.  Nash  of  North  Carolina, 
announcing  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Provost  at  Newbern,  in  that  state,  from 
England,  with  a  number  of  troops.  His  strength  or  designs  are  not  yet 
fully  known.  It  is  generally  conjectured  his  troops  amount  to  about  two 
thousand  five  hundred,  and  that  he  will  endeavor  to  form  a  junction  with 
(/Ornwallis. 

Congress  has  passed  a  number  of  spirited  resolves,  for  reinforcing  and 
supplying  the  southern  army,  among  which  there  is  one  ordering  the  Penn- 
sylvania line  to  march  to  the  southward  by  detachments,  as  fast  as  they 
can  be  equipped.  More  than  half  their  men  are  enlisted,  and  I  expect  they 
will  soon  be  in  motion.  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  was  this  day  elected  Finan- 
cier by  the  unanimous  voice  of  Congress.  I  think  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  Gen.  Sullivan  will  be  elected  to  the  head  of  the  War  Office,  in  a  few 
days, — I  will  not  say  unanimously. 

It  is  much  talked  and  believed  in  this  place  that  the  next  summer  will  be 
a  busy  one.  I  hope  every  state  will  join,  heart  and  hand,  in  their  exertions 
against  the  common  enemy,  and  that  we  may  not  deceive  ourselves  with 
the  flattering  hopes  of  peace  before  there  is  a  better  prospect  than  appears 
to  me  at  present. 

I  fear  you  will  think  I  dwell  too  much  on  the  gloomy  side  of  our  affairs, 
but  as  I  know  you  wish  to  hear  the  truth,  I  flatter  myself  you  will  pardon 
me.  Could  I  have  the  honor  of  your  company,  I  have  many  things  to 
communicate  that  I  will  not  commit  to  Avriting,  lest  this  letter  should  meet 
the  fate  two  others  have   done  this  year.      Since  I  wrote  relating  to  Mr. 
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Southwick's  affairs,  the  Board  of  War  have  received  returns  from  him  of 
his  receipts  and  issues,  from  the  time  of  his  appointment,  to  September, 
1778.  I  hope  he  will  soon  complete  and  send  them  forward,  to  the  present 
time.     I  am  not  a  little  surprised  they  had  been  so  long  delayed. 

There  is  a  report  that  two  ships  of  the  line  have  joined  Arnold's  fleet  in 
Virginia.     I  fear  it  is  true. 

There  is  only  one  delegate  in  Congress  from  Maryland ;  therefore  the 
Confederation  is  not  yet  complete. 

You  will  excuse  me  from  any  further  particulars  at  this  time,  and  believe 
me  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

P:ZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

James  M.  Varnum  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  21st,  1781. 

Sir: — Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  6th  inst.  I  have  been  honored 
with.  When  the  requisition  was  made  to  the  states  to  advance  six  months' 
pay  to  the  troops,  I  foresaw  the  act  which  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island 
has  passed,  and  mentioned  here  its  probable  event,  with  the  reasons  that 
would  justify  it.  But  a  discrimination  could  not  be  made  with  propriety, 
although  I  am  fully  persuaded  Congress  is  well  pleased  with  the  measure. 

It  is  astonishing  to  consider  the  energy  of  the  small  states,  compared  with 
the  larger  ones.  If  all  the  states  had  fully  called  forth  their  resources,  as 
our  State  has  done,  the  war  must  have  been  finished  long  since.  However 
where  everything  dear  and  sacred  is  in  questien,  too  much  cauuot  be  done 
by  any.  We  are  certainly  informed  that  a  body  of  troops  from  Great  Brit- 
ain or  Ireland,  have  landed  at  Cape  Fear,  North  Carolina,  said  to  amount 
to  upwards  of  two  thousand,  under  command  of  Gen.  Provost.  This  event 
is  convincing  that  the  seat  of  war  is  transferred  to  the  southward.  Our 
total  want  of  money  renders  every  attempt  to  render  the  southward  or  any 
other  department  respectable  or  efficacious,  •  But  very  little  of  the  four- 
tenths  is  brought  in, — none  from  our  State. 

We  have  good  private  intelligence  that  Lieut.  Col.  Lee,  with  his  legion 
of  a  body  of  militia,  has  surprised  Georgetown,  South  Carolina,  and  killed 
and  taken  nearly  the  whole  garrison,  being  about  three  hundred.  We  are 
informed  in  the  same  way,  that  Lord  Cornwallis  made  a  large  detachment 
after  the  defeat  of  Tarleton,  with  a  view  of  retaking  the  prisoners,  &c.  ;  that 
Morgan,  apprised  of  the  design,  sent  off  the  prisoners  and  baggage,  crossed 
a  river  and  formed  an  ambuscade.  The  British,  attempting  to  ford  the 
stream,  were  unexpectedly  embarrassed  with  a  heavy  fire,  which  killed 
many  and  caused  the  remainder  to  rejoin  his  Lordship. 
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I  believe  these  facts,  but  as  they  are  not  official,  cannot  be  too  positive. 
Recruiting  goes  on  very  well  here.  Nothing  is  wanting  but  money  to  get 
as  many  soldiers  as  we  please.  Arnold  is  yet  in  Virginia,  and  braves  the 
ancient  dominion  with  about  fifteen  hundred  men.  I  hope  a  detachment 
from  Monsieur  Destouches'  squadron  from  France,  will  change  the  scene. 
Capt.  Jones  has  arrived  in  the  Ariel,  and  brings  no  important  despatches ; 
has  twenty  tons  of  powder,  but  no  clothing.  A  strange  inability  seems  to 
attend  that  article.  I  hope  the  censure  will  soon  be  rightly  placed,  and 
that  vengeance  may  follow  upon  its  heels.  Inquiries  of  this  kind  are  diffi- 
cult, and  where  old  members  have  their  attachments  and  aversions  fixed, 
either  through  cabal,  party  intrigue,  or  honest  or  mistaken  bias,  the  obsta- 
cles are  proportionably  increased. 

We  expect  a  few  days  will  undoubtedly  produce  a  ratification  of  the  act 
of  Confederation  ;  I  must  therefore  repeat  the  necessity  of  two  members. 

Estimates  are  nearly  finished  of  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  and  as  far 
as  they  can  be  precisely  known,  of  the  expenses  necessary  for  the  present 
year,  and  the  ways  and  means  appropriated  to  meet  them. 

I  believe  copies  wiU  very  soon  be  sent  to  the  respective  states.     How- 
ever, Rhode  Island  shall  not  want  for  information  in  this  respect. 
I  am,  sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  VARNUM. 

EzEKiEL  CoR^^;LL  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  February  27th,  1781. 
Dear  Sir  :  — I  do  myself  the  honor  to  write  your  Excellency  at  a  moment 
that  appears  to  me  big  with  events.  Gen.  Greene  writes  on  the  10th  inst., 
from  Giiilford,  in  North  Carolina,  informing  Congress  that  Coruwallis,  since 
the  burning  of  his  wagons  and  baggage,  in  South  Carolina,  has  continued  his 
route  by  forced  marches,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  miles  a  day,  until  he 
had  reached  the  confines  of  Virginia,  above  the  head  of  Roanoke  river, 
where  he  was  when  the  last  intelligence  came  away,  continuing  his  route 
towards  Richmond.  His  force  is  between  two  and  three  thousand  strong. 
What  his  object  can  be  puzzles  our  ablest  politicians.  Gen.  Greene  further 
informs  that  he  had  called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  to  put  our  army  in  motion  and  cross  the  Roanoke,  without  loss  of 
time,  about  forty  miles  lower  down  the  country  than  where  Cornwallis  had 
made  his  route.  Gen.  Greene's  force  was  at  that  time,  somewhat  inferior 
to  that  of  the  enemy.  Orders  were  given  to  Gov.  Jefferson  for  all  the 
militia  in  that  part  of  the  country,  to  turn  out.  Further  intelligence  is 
hourly  expected  and  impatiently  waited  for.     By   the  same  express,  Gov. 
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Jefferson  informs  that  Arnold's  fleet  is  blocked  up  at  Portsmouth  by  some 
of  the  French  squadron,  I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  give  you  some  further 
account  of  this  matter.  I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  observing  that 
I  flatter  myself  that  these  extraordinary  movements  will  terminate  much  to 
our  advantage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

N.  B. — It  seems  Cornwallis,  upon  hearing  of  Tarleton's  defeat,  by  Mor- 
gan, was  thrown  into  a  sort  of  frenzy,  immediately  burnt  all  his  wagons 
and  baggage,  mounted  twelve  hundren  men  on  six  hundred  horses,  and 
despatched  them  with  all  speed  to  intercept  the  prisoners  that  Gen.  Morgan 
had  taken,  and  followed  with  the  remainder  of  his  army.  Gen.  Davison, 
with  about  four  hundred  North  Carolinans  opposed  their  crossing  a  ford  for 
one  whole  day,  by  which  means  the  prisoners  are  got  safe  into  Virginia. 


EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  March  5th,  1781. 
Dear  Sir  :  — When  I  did  mj'self  the  honor  to  write  your  Excellency  last, 
I  flattered  myself  with  being  able  before  this  time,  to  give  you  some  inter- 
esting intelligence,  as  Cornwallis  by  hasty  strides,  had  thrown  himself 
into  Virginia  and  we  had  just  received  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  a  French 
sixty-four  and  two  frigates  in  the  Chesapeake,  to  which  was  added  the 
arrival  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  with  the  light  infantry  from  the  main 
army,  consisting  of  twelve  hundred  rank  and  file,  and  two  companies  of  artil- 
lery, under  command  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Stevens,  who  all  left  this  place  on 
Thursday  last  for  the  head  of  Elk,  in  high  spirits,  with  a  fine  train  of  Artil- 
lery, as  well  for  battering  as  for  the  field,  iatending  down  the  bay  to  cooperate 
with  our  great  and  good  allies  against  the  infamous  Arnold  and  his  gang. 
But,  alas !  when  our  expectations  are  the  most  sanguine,  we  oftentimes 
meet  with  the  greatest  disappointments.  The  French  naval  force  left  the 
bay,  (for  good  purposes,)  and  the  expedition  of  course  is  laid  aside  for  the 
present.  But  after  all  this  misfortune,  that  you  may  not  think  I  despair,  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  this  day  received  in 
Congress  from  Gov.  Jefferson,  the  contents  of  which  gives  the  more  pleas- 
ure, as  I  think  Mr.  Cornwallis  will  at  least  get  himself  in  a  situation  Avhere 
he  will  have  time  for  reflection,  and  consider  whether  his  conduct  in  burn- 
ing his  wagons  and  baggage,  savors  most  of  the  wise  man  or  the  fool.  The 
Confederation  was  completed  last  Thursday,  at  12  o'clock,  and  at  the  same 
time  was  announced  by  the  discharge  of  a  number  of  cannon,  both  on  the  land 
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and  on  the  Delaware.  The  bells  in  the  city  were  rung  ;  the  President  of 
Congress  gave  a  general  invitation  to  the  members  of  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  State,  his  Council,  and  the  House  of  Assembly,  the  civil  and 
military  officers  of  Congress,  to  wait  upon  him  at  his  own  house,  at  2  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  where  they  partook  of  a  cold  collation.  In  the  afternoon  Captain 
Jones  fired  a  fue  de  joie,  on  board  the  Ariel.  In  tha  evening  a  number  of 
fireworks  were  played  off,  and  the  whole  concluded  in  the  greatest  harmony 
to  the  great  satisfaction  of  every  true  friend  of  his  country,  and  mortifica- 
tion of  the  infamous  tories,  who  have  long  plumed  themselves  with  the  vain 
hopes  that  our  Union  would  soon  crumble  to  pieces.  Our  State  was  not 
represented.  It  would  have  been  agreeable  to  Congress  that  I  should  have 
resumed  ray  seat  until  a  delegate  should  have  come  forward,  but  the  thought 
of  any  alteration  in  the  Board  of  War  during  the  next  campaign  is  laid 
aside  ;  it  was  thought  most  to  the  public  advantage  I  should  remain  at  the 
Board,  which  I  have  agreed  to.  I  hope  my  conduct  will  be  agreeable  to 
the  State,  as  I  can  assure  you,  I  was  not  guided  in  my  conduct  so  much  by 
sinister  views  as  the  public  good.  It  is  probable  Gen.  Varnum  will  write 
you  more  fully  on  this  subject,  as  he  is  fully  acquainted  with  every  circum- 
stance. Congress  has  received  nothing  new  from  Europe  since  the  arrival 
of  Captain  Jones,  and  nothing  material  has  transpired  that  came  by  him. 
We  impatiently  wait  the  confirmation  of  the  Count  D'Estaing  capturing  a 
number  of  British  men  of  war  and  transports,  off  the  Western  Islands. 

Congress  has  some  debates  on  the  meaning  and  spirit  of  certain  para- 
graphs of  the  Confederation.  They  have  determined  this  day  that  no  ques- 
tion shall  be  finally  passed  upon,  unless  agreed  to  by  seven  states  at 
least. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  every  sentiment  of  respect  and  esteem. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

James  M.  Varnum  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  March  16th,  1781. 
Sir  :  —  Our  latest  accounts  from  Gen.  Greene  are  in  his  despatches  of 
the  28tli  ult.  He  was  then  at  Guilford  Court  House,  North  Carolina.  Lord 
Cornwallis  has  crossed  a  little  river  called  the  Haw.  The  two  armies  were 
within  ten  miles  of  each  other.  Greene  expected  a  body  of  six  to  eight 
hundred  mounted  riflemen  and  Col.  William  Campbell,  soon  to  join  him 
from  over  the  mountains,  when  he  hoped  to  harrass  the  enemy's  rear.  He 
was  but  illy  assisted  by  the  militia,  and  remained  the  inferior  army.  The 
people  were  much  disaffected,  having  many  of  them  joined  Cornwallis. 
Our  General  had  been  successful  at  all  times  in  the  petit  guerre.     In  one 
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instance,  the  enemy  having  killed  and  hung  in  quarters  a  trumpeter  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Lee's  coqis,  our  cavalry  made  an  immediate  charge  and  sacri- 
ficed sixteen  of  the  enemy's  troopers.  In  a  late  attempt  to  surprise  Tarle- 
ton,  Gen.  Marion  of  the  militia,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Lee,  came  across  a  number 
of  Hamilton's  corps  and  North  Carolina  tories,  most  of  whom  were  cut  up 
on  the  spot.  This  occasioned  Tarleton's  escape,  who  was  alarmed  by  some 
of  the  militia  firing.  The  enemy  have  ordered  two  regiments  of  negroes  to 
be  embodied  in  South  Carolina,  and  are  drafting  many  of  the  effective 
whites  to  serve  during  the  "  Rebellion." 

Indeed,  sir,  we  must  reduce  New  York,  or  put  on  foot  a  very  expensive 
campaign  against  the  enemy  in  the  southern  states.  Otherwise  their  num- 
bers there  will  increase  in  geometrical  proportion. 

I  send  your  Excellency  all  the  Journals  of  Congress  that  have  come  offi- 
cially. I  wish,  for  the  honor  of  my  country,  they  contained  some  of  those 
master  strokes  of  policy  that  would  adorn  the  history  of  mankind.  But 
great  bodies  move  slow,  and  the  tediousness  of  their  deliberations  forms  a 
sacrifice  to  be  offered  up  at  the  shrine  of  freedom. 

Congress  has  nearly  finished  its  estimates  for  the  present  year,  and  the 
demands  to  be  made  upon  the  states,  in  addition  to  those  already  acquired. 
I  hope  they  will  soon  be  transmitted.  A  plan  is  also  maturing  to  enable 
Congress  to  oblige  the  delinquent  states  to  do  their  duty.  This,  as  it 
will  be  additional  to  the  Articles,  must  be  first  proposed  to  the  states 
for  their  ratification.  It  is  finished  in  a  committee,  and  I  hope  will  be 
approved  by  Congress.  Should  it,  and  the  states  acquiesce,  the  willing 
states  will  be  greatly  relieved. 

I  have  the  honor  of  being,  sir,  Avith  perfect  esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  M.  VARNUM. 

James  M.  Varnum  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  April  2d,  1781. 

Sir  :  —  It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  been  honored  with  any  commands 
from  your  Excellency,  which  makes  me  impatient  to  know  the  result  of  my 
last  application.  Enclosed  is  an  official  account  of  a  late  action  between 
Gen.  Greene  and  Lord  Cornwallis.  Had  the  North  Carolina  militia 
behaved  well,  Gen.  Greene's  success  must  have  been  brilliant.  We  lost 
four  pieces  of  artillery  ;  the  whole  that  were  in  the  field. 

The  British  fleet,  on  the  26th  of  March  past,  were  in  the  Chesapeake, 
having  been  joined  by  a  number  of  transports,  supposed  from  New  York, 
as  Gen.  Phillips  command,  consisting  of  about  two  thousand,  had  some  time 
since  embarked.    Every  circumstance  indicates  a  vigorous  campaign  in  the 
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Bouthern  states.  "We  are  not  in  the  best  situation  to  oppose  the  British 
efforts.  The  great  departments  are  very  deficient  in  supplies  of  every  kind, 
and  public  credit  will  not  answer  as  a  substitute  for  money.  There  are 
two  obstacles  to  that  energy  and  vigor  which  are  absolutely  necessary  in 
the  United  States.  In  the  tirst  place,  the  United  States  have  not  vested 
Congress,  or  any  other  body,  with  the  power  of  calling  out  effectually  the 
resources  of  each  state.  The  Articles  of  Confederation  give  only  the 
power  of  apportioning.  Compliance  in  the  respective  states  is  generally 
slow,  and  in  many  instances  does  not  take  place.  The  consequence  is  dis- 
appointment, and  may  be  fatal.  In  the  second  place,  an  extreme,  though 
perhaps  well-meant  jealousy  in  many  members  of  Congress,  especially  those 
of  a  long  standing,  seems  to  frustrate  every  attempt  to  introduce  a  more 
efficacious  system. 

Prudent  caution  against  the  abuse  of  power  is  very  requisite  for  support- 
ing the  principles  of  Republican  government ;  but  when  that  caution  is  car- 
ried too  far,  the  event  may,  and  probably  Avill,  prove  alarming. 

We  have  experienced  a  recent  instance  of  political  diffidence.  Mr.  Rob- 
ert Morris,  of  this  city,  has  been  chosen  Financier.  Previous  to  his  final 
acceptance,  he  insisted  upon  the  power  of  removing  from  office  all  persons 
entrusted  with  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  for  abuse,  fraud,  &c., 
without  being  anwerable,  except  to  the  party  injured, in  the  courts  of  law. 
Without  this  authority,  he  despaired  of  introducing  economy,  so  essentially 
important  at  this  critical  situation.  A  majority  decided  against  the  propo- 
sition. The  consequence  is,  we  are  replunged  into  our  old  situation,  so 
agreeable  to  some  gentlemen,  and  I  fear  shall  not  be  able  to  effect  a  reform- 
ation in  point  of  revenue  and  expenditure,  which  sometime  since  many  of 
us  hoped  and  firmly  expected. 

Sentiments  of  this  gloomy  cast  may  appear.  Sir,  to  some,  as  the  result  of 
a  fickle  or  envious  disposition.  But  believe  me,  I  should  be  silent  upon 
such  topics,  if  I  was  not  apprehensive  of  .the  most  serious  consequences. 
My  duty,  or  a  mistaken  idea  of  it,  obliges  me  to  hazard  a  conjecture,  that 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  present  American  Congress  will  be  dis- 
solved, or  laid  aside  as  useless,  unless  a  change  of  measures  shall  render 
their  authority  more  respectable.  Our  time  is  consumed  in  testing  execu- 
tive business,  while  objects  of  the  greatest  magnitude  are  postponed,  or 
rejected  as  subversive  in  their  nature  of  democratical  liberty.  If  political  and 
civil  liberty  can  be  enjoyed  amidst  the  din  of  ai'ms,  in  their  utmost  Platonic 
extent,  I  confess  my  own  ideas  are  perfectly  wrong ;  but  if  the  kind  of 
government  sufficiently  energetic  to  obtain  the  objects  of  peace  when  free 
from  invasion,  is  too  feeble  to  raise  and  support  armies,  fight  battles,  and 
obtain  complete  victory,  I  know  of  but  one  eligible  resort  in  the  power  of 
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the  United  States  ;  that  is,  to  form  a  convention,  not  composed  of  members 
of  Congress,  especially  those  whose  political  sentiments  have  become  inter- 
woven with  their  habits  for  a  long  train  of  thinking  in  the  same  way.  It 
should  be  the  business  of  this  convention  to  revise  and  reform  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  to  define  the  aggregate  powers  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  fix  the  executive,  departments,  and  ascertain  their 
authorities.  Many  other  matters  subservient  to  the  general  idea  would  come 
before  them,  and  their  powers  should  be  extensive  in  point  of  ratification. 
But  the  system  to  be  by  them  adopted  should  expire  at  a  given  or  limited 
time.  This  plan,  if  rational  and  necessary,  must  be  recommended  by  the 
legislature  of  some  one  state,  as  the  same  policy  which  I  have  mentioned, 
will  prevent  a  recommendation  taking  place  in  Congress.  It  would  proba- 
bly afiect  some  gentlemen  in  a  tender  point,  as  having  been  in  Congress 
more  than  three  years,  they  might  be  deemed  unqualified  members,  which 
offends  them  extremely,  whenever  hinted,  although  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration are  very  clear  upon  that  head.  By  all  accounts  the  French  squad- 
ron had  greatly  the  advantage  in  the  late  action  off  Chesapeake,  although 
the  British  were  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  guns  superior  number. 
I  have  the  honor  of  being  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JAMES  M.  VARNUM. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

War  Office,  April  17th,  1781. 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  was  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  29th 
ult.,  by  yesterday's  post.  Letters  were  yesterday  received  by  express  from 
Gen.  Greene,  dated  Ramsay's  Mills,  on  Deep  river,  in  North  Carolina, 
March  29th  and  30th,  1781  ;  informing  that  Coruwallis  had  secured  his 
retreat,  though  with  so  much  rapidity  as  to  leave  his  dead  unburied.  At 
the  same  time  I  am  by  no  means  authorized  to  say  that  our  affairs  are 
flattering  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

Gen.  Phillips  has  landed  in  Virginia  with  considerable  reinforcements. 
His  numbers  have  not  yet  been  ascertained.  I  fear  our  force  that  is 
opposed  to  them,  is  inadequate  to  stopping  their  progress  into  the  country. 
Chesapeake  Bay  is  full  of  British  frigates,  sloops  of  war,  privateers,  armed 
boats,  and  plundering  parties,  who  are  continually  stealing  and  burning, 
and  that  with  less  damage  and  more  success  than  was  usual  in  New  Eng- 
land. 

I  have  many  things  I  wish  to  communicate  to  you,  but  as  the  conveyance 
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by  post  hath  not  heretofore  been  so  safe  as  I  could  wish,  I  shall  write  no 
more. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  esteem  and  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

James  M.  Varnum  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphla.,  21st  April,  1781. 
Sir  :  — I  have  received  your  Excellency's  letter  notifying  me  that  no  del- 
egate will  come  from  the  State  till  after  the  election.  Gen.  Cornell,  who  is 
absent  by  leave  of  Congress,  \nsiting  the  military  magazines,  laboratories, 
&c.,  and  causing  some  necessary  reforms,  will  be  able  to  give  every  necessary 
information  respecting  our  situation.  As  my  time  for  representing  the  State 
will  soon  expire,  I  apprehend  my  return  home  will  be  consequent  thereupon, 
previous  to  which,  a  supply  of  money  will  be  essential.  Should  the  neces- 
sity of  this  request  be  doubted,  it  need  only  be  observed,  that  the  exchange 
between  paper  and  silver  is  two  hundred  for  one,  and  I  suppose  four  weeks 
will  produce  something  worse.  I  have  been  informed  that  a  sentiment 
somewhat  similar  to  this  expressed  in  a  former  letter,  and  Avhich  was  intend- 
ed as  a  delicate  suggestion  of  my  wants,  was  obliterated,  as  tending  to  dis- 
courage. However,  I  must  again  repeat,  that  the  State  will  be  very  great 
losers  in  sending  paper  money  to  Philadelphia. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

JAIklES  M.  VARNUM. 

Congress  cpntiniied  its  session  at  Philadelphia,  during  this 
year,  jNIr.  Huntington  remaining  President.  Congress  was 
actually  engaged  in  reducing  its  multiform  business  into  sys- 
tem. The  greatest  embarrassment  of  the  year  was  the  con- 
tinued deficiency  of  the  treasury.  A  paper  currency  had 
been  resorted  to  at  an  early  period  of  the  war.  At  the  close 
of  the  year  1778,  the  amount  emitted  exceeded  one  hundred 
millions  of  dollars.  In  September,  1 779,  this  amount  had  been 
increased  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  dollars.  Be- 
fore the  end  of  the  year  1780,  it  exceeded  three  hundi-ed  mil- 
lions. Its  value  depreciated  in  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of  the 
emissions.    In  March,  1 780,  the  states  were  requii-ed  to  bring 
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in  the  bills  which  were  then  passing,  at  the  rate  of  forty  foi:jDne, 
to  be  cancelled,  and  new  ones  bearing  interest  were  issued 
in  lieu  of  them,  on  the  credit  of  the  individual  states,  guar- 
anteed by  the  United  States,  for  one-twentieth  part  of  the 
nominal  amount  so  brought  in.  The  General  Assembly  of 
this  State,  in  July,  1780,  passed  an  act  to  carry  the  foregoing 
plan  into  effect.  As,  however,  the  old  bills  were  not  brought 
in,  the  new  ones  were  not  issued,  and  during  the  year  1780, 
the  old  ones  became  of  so  little  value  that  they  ceased  to  cir- 
culate. In  May,  1781,  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State 
fixed  a  scale  of  depreciation  for  these  bills,  by  which  they 
were  to  be  estimated  April  1,  1780,  at  forty  for  one,  gradu- 
ally diminishing  in  value  to  May  30th,  1781,  when  they 
were  rated  at  one  hundred  and  sixty  for  one.  Though 
the  prospects  of  eventual  success  grew  more  certain  as  for- 
eign nations  acknowledged  the  Independence  of  the  States, 
every  department  of  the  government  was  most  seriously  em- 
barrassed by  this  deficiency  of  means.  As  has  been  seen  in 
the  letters  which  passed  between  the  executive  and  the  del- 
egates of  this  State,  even  a  portion  of  the  army  was  driven  to 
insubordination  and  open  revolt  by  the  want  of  pay,  clothing 
and  subsistence,  which  resulted  from  the  utter  inability  of 
Congress  to  supply  them. 

As  an  effectual  means  of  remedying  this  deficiency  in  the 
future.  Congress,  on  the  3d  of  February,  1781,  recommended 
to  the  states,  to  grant  to  it  the  right  to  levy  and  collect  a  five 
per  cent,  impost  on  all  imported  and  prize  goods,  after  May 
1, 1781 ;  the  funds  so  raised  to  be  used  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt.  This  right  was  to  continue  till 
the  debt  should  be  paid.  It  was  pressed  with  almost  the  earn- 
estness of  despair.  But  it  required,  of  course,  the  assent  of  all 
the  states.  Time  was  requisite  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
state  legislatures.  It  will  be  met  in  various  modified  forms 
in  after  years,  until  its  final  rejection  gave  birth  to  the  pre- 
sent Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
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On  the  first  day  of  March,  1781,  the  delegates  of  Mary- 
land, in  behalf  of  that  state,  signed  the  Articles  of  Confede- 
ration. The  delay  had  arisen  principally  in  the  claim  set 
up  by  Maryland  to  a  share  of  the  crown  lands,  which  lay 
within  the  charter  lines  of  several  of  the  other  states  ;  the 
same  that  this  State  had  set  up.  Some  of  these  had  been 
ceded  to  the  United  States  before  this  date,  which  induced 
Maryland  to  sign  "  the  Articles  of  Confederation,"  at  this 
time.  But  the  act  was  accompanied  by  a  declaration  on  the 
part  of  Maryland,  that  she  did  not  in  any  way  relinquish  her 
claim  in  all  said  lands.  It  was  reasserted  years  after  this  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  under  the  present  Constitu- 
tion, by  both  Maryland  and  Rhode  Island. 

From  the  first  day  of  March,  1781,  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation became  the  paramount  law  of  the  states,  of  per- 
petual obligation,  and  not  to  be  amended  or  changed  in  any 
of  their  provisions,  except  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
legislatures  of  the  states.  Under  these  Articles,  the  sessions 
of  Congress  commenced  on  the  first  Monday  in  November  in 
each  year.  Each  state  had  one  vote  in  all  questions,  and 
mainte.ined  its  own  delegates,  which  could  not  exceed  seven 
nor  be  less  than  two,  in  number.  On  the  second  day  of 
March,  Congress  organized  under  the  Article  of  Confedera- 
tion.    Mr.  Samuel  Huntington  was  elected  President. 

Ezekiel  Cornell  took  his  seat  in  Congress  on  the  5th  of 
June,  to  share  with  the  delegates  from  the  other  states,  the 
responsibilities,  and  duties,  and  labors  of  their  position.  On 
the  21st  of  November,  Congress  "  Resolved,  that  a  member 
be  elected  for  the  Board  of  War."  The  member  chosen  was 
Mr.  Cornell.  That  Board  consisted  of  three  Commissioners 
not  members  of  Congress,  and  two  that  were.  Mr.  Cornell 
was  of  the  last  class,  and  still  remained  a  member  of  Con- 
gress ;  but,  on  the  29th  of  December,  Congress  elected  him 
a  Commissioner  of  that  Board,  to  act  during  the  absence  of 
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Col.  Pickering,  who  was  of  the  first  class  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. This,  in  effect,  vacated  his  seat.  On  the  22d  of 
April,  he  had  leave  of  absence  from  the  Board  of  War  for 
six  weeks,  during  which  he  was  directed  by  Congress,  as 
Commissioner,  "  To  visit  the  military  stores  and  laboratory 
to  the  Eastward,  in  the  department  of  the  Commissary  of 
Military  Stores,  and  to  take  measures  for  removing  arms, 
ammunition  and  stores  from  them  to  the  main  army,  or  to 
the  southward ;  and  to  correct  abuses  in  said  department, 
agreeably  to  the  instructions  he  may  receive  from  the  Board 
of  War  for  these  purposes." 

On  the  19th  of  December,  Mr.  Varnum  took  his  seat  in 
Congress.  At  the  October  session  of  the  General  Assembly, 
he  was  directed  to  relieve  Mr.  Cornell,  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  took  his  seat  until  a  few  days  before  Mr.  Cornell 
vacated  his  by  accepting  the  place  of  Commissioner  in  the 
Board  of  War.  Several  letters  from  Mr.  Cornell  to  Gov. 
Greene,  after  he  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  Congress,  have 
already  been  given.  The  reader  will  find  an  apology  for 
their  insertion  if  he  will  read  them  over  once  more. 

In  March,  1781,  Congress  resolved  to  call  on  the  states 
for  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  quarterly,  for 
public  expenses  and  carrying  on  the  war.  Mr.  Varnum 
was  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  apportion  this  among 
the  states.  He  was  also  chairman  of  a  committee  of  three 
appointed  on  the  7th  of  April,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report 
of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  embracing  instructions  to  private 
armed  vessels.  He  was  also  chairman  of  a  committee  of 
three,  who  reported,  on  the  14th  of  April,  a  resolution  of 
thanks  to  Capt.  John  Paul  Jones,  "  for  the  zeal,  prudence 
and  intrepidity  with  which  he  had  supported  the  honor  of  the 
American  flag  "  on  the  ocean.  On  his  motion,  "  the  Medi- 
cal Committee  "  of  Congress  was  discontinued  after  the  28th 
of  May,  and  the  papers  and  business  transferred  to  the  Board 
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of  War.  On  the  10th  of  March,  a  committee  of  three  of 
whom  Mr.  Varnum  was  one,  reported  a  resohition  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Brigadier  General  Morgan^  and  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  command,  for  their  fortitude  and 
good  conduct  displayed  in  the  action  at  the  Cowpens  on  the 
17th  of  January,  with  a  detachment  of  British  trooiis  under 
Lieut.  Col.  Tarleton,  and  the  presentation  of  a  gold  medal  to 
Gen.  Morgan,  and  a  silver  medal  to  Lieut.  Col.  Howard ; 
which  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Varnum  obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  2d  day  of 
March,  but  did  not  avail  himself  of  it,  remaining  the  sole 
delegate  from  this  State  in  Congress,  during  the  remainder 
of  the  term  of  his  appointment. 


CHAPTER    VII 

1781  TO  MAY,  1782. 


"William  Ellert,  Ezekiel  Cornell,  Daniel  Mowry  and  James  M.  Varnum 
elected  delegates  at  the  General  Election  in  May — Attendance — Corre- 
spondence bet-ween  Delegates  and  the  Executive — Sessions  of  Congress — 
Review  of  the  labors  and  honors  of  the  Delegates  from  Rhode  Island. 

At  the  general  election  in  May,  1781,  William  Ellery, 
Ezekiel  Cornell,  Daniel  Mowry  and  James  M.  Varnum,  were 
elected  delegates  to  Congress.  At  a  second  session  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  the  same  month,  Messrs.  Mowry  and 
Varnum  Avere  directed  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  and  there 
represent  the  State  in  Congress  for  six  months,  and  give  place 
to  Messrs.  Ellery  and  Cornell,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
At  the  session  in  August,  a  committee  that  had  been  appoint- 
ed to  audit  the  account  of  Mr.  Ellery,  as  delegate  in  Congress, 
in  preceding  years,  from  this  State,  made  a  report,  from  which 
it  appears  that  he  "  served  as  delegate  five  hundred  and  three 
days,  for  which  he  is  allowed  thirty  shillings,  silver  money,  per 
day,  agreeable  to  a  vote  of  the  Assembly,  in  full  payment  for 
all  services  and  expenses  of  himself,  servant  and  horse  hire.' 
The  report  bears  date  August  25,  1781. 

James  M.  Varnum  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  8th  June,  1781. 
Sir  :  — I  have  expected  for  some  time  since,  the  determination  of  the 
State  respecting  their  delegation  ;  but  remaining  uncertain,  patience  has 


344  RHODE    ISLAND    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

taken  the  place  of  information,  and  personal  credit  removed  some  of  the 
inconveniences  of  local  situation.  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  give  you 
a  particular  account  of  our  affairs  in  the  southern"  states  ;  but  we  have  no 
very  late  intelligence  from  the  Carolinas.  A  report  by  a  flag  from  Charles- 
ton, has  just  come  to  us,  that  Gen.  Greene  has  gained  very  capital  advan- 
tages over  Lord  Rawdon  ;  but  how  extensive,  time  must  determine.  Our 
finances  assume  a  more  favorable  aspect ;  and  I  hope  will  soon  be  produc- 
tive of  salutary  events.  The  enemy  are  in  great  force  in  Virginia  under 
Cornwallis,  and  the  troops  opposed  to  them  very  inferior  in  number.  That 
state  suffered  much,  and  I  am  fully  persuaded,  will  find  relief  only  in  the 
exertions  of  the  eastern  states.  The  present  campaign  is  pregnant  with  the 
most  important  events  ;  and  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  states  to  render  it  glori- 
ous for  America. 

The  policy  of  this  state  [Pennsylvania,]  has  assumed  a  very  respectable 
aspect  Avithin  a  few  days  ;  and  I  am  persuaded  will  furnish  supplies  in  a 
great  measure  proportionate  to  her  resources.  The  money  of  her  OAvn  emis- 
sion, has  risen  from  seven  to  four  for  one,  and  is  still  appreciating  ;  while 
the  money  of  other  states  is  of  very  inferior  credit.  But  as  the  whole 
emissions  form  a  medium  very  adequate  to  the  sums  demanded  in  taxation, 
punctual  payments  will  bring  the  whole  to  a  respectable  level,  or  evince  the 
necessity  of  committing  it  to  the  flames,  and  relying  wholly  upon  silver  and 
gold. 

The  eastern  mail,  which  should  have  come  to  us  Monday  last,  has  been 
intercepted  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson,  and  carried  into  New  York. 
Casualities  of  this  kind,  however  disagreeable,  are  the  natural  consequence^ 
of  defensive  war,  when  the  resisting  army  becomes  too  feeble  to  straighten 
the  enemy's  lines.  I  have  wished,  for  a  long  time,  that  the  post  office  was 
abolished,  or  at  least  suspended,  as  more  injury  results  from  it  than  benefit. 
I  have  the  honor  of  being.  Sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  M.  VARNUM. 

William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  June  9th,  1781. 
Sir  :  —  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  by  the  last  post ; 
but,  as  my  letter  may  have  been  intercepted,  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  the  sub- 
stance of  it,  so  far  as  I  can  bring  it  to  my  recollection,  for  it  was  written  in 
haste  in  the  Admiralty  Office,  and  I  had  not  time  to  copy  it. 

It  mentioned  that  no  credentials  of  my  being  elected  a  delegate  had  been 
received  by  me,  from  which  I  inferred  that  either  Mr.  Cornell  or  Mr. 
Mowry  had  set  out  for  Congress,  or  that  my  credentials  had  gone  to  New 
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York  with  the  last  eastern  mail,  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  intercepted 
by  the  enemy.  The  first  I  concluded  was  the  case,  because  I  could  not 
conceive  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  for  Mr.  Mowry  to  come  forward,  and 
presumed  that  it  might  suit  Gen,  Varnum  to  continue  here  until  Gen.  Cor- 
nell had  finished  his  visit  to  his  family,  and  returned  to  Philadelphia ;  and 
because  I  had  been  so  long  absent  from  home,  and  been  so  long  confined  to 
business,  that  the  Assembly  would  imagine  that  not  only  my  clothes,  but 
my  spirits  would  want  repairs  ;  and  that  my  family  affairs  would  require 
my  return.  Besides,  I  mentioned  that  T  had,  some  time  since,  upon  hear- 
ing that  my  name  was  in  a  prox,  written  to  some  of  my  friends  that,  let  the 
election  issue  as  it  might,  I  must  return  home  this  summer  ;  and  supposed 
that  they  might  have  mentioned  it  in  the  Assembly.  These  reasons  have 
led  me  to  think  that  one  or  both  of  the  gentlemen  I  have  mentioned  might 
be  here  soon,  and  that  it  was  not  expected  that  I  should  take  a  seat  in  Con- 
gress until  the  next  fall  or  winter.  Most  certainly  the  General  Assembly 
must  know  that  I  was  not  entitled  to  act  as  a  delegate  without  a  legal  noti- 
fication of  my  appointment. 

I  expect  to  return  to  the  State  in  a  short  time,  unless  I  should  receive 
credentials,  and  a  direction  from  the  Assembly  to  take  my  seat  in  Con- 
gress. Such  a  direction  I  should  obey,  however  inconvenient  and  disad- 
vantageous it  might  be,  for  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  a  public  servant  to 
comply  with  the  injunctions  of  his  masters,  unless  they  should  be  illegal. 

By  a  vessel  which  arrived  here  this  day  from  Havana,  we  are  advised 
that  Pensacola  is  taken. 

By  a  fiag  from  Charleston,  we  are  informed  that  Gen.  Rawdon  had  evac- 
uated Camden,  and  was  arrived  at  Charleston,  and  that  Col.  Washington 
had  taken  fifty  of  his  mounted  Hessians.  It  is  also  reported  that  we  had 
taken  Ninety-Six,  which  is  a  strong  post  between  Camden  and  Augusta,  in 
Georgia,  and  equidistant  from  both.  If  this  should  be  the  case, — and  it  is 
probable, — the  enemy  have  now  no  out  posts  in  South  Carolina.  They  are 
strong  in  Virginia.  By  this  time,  Gen.  Wayne  has  joined  the  Marquis.  It 
is  said  that  a  considerable  body  of  militia  have  collected  to  them,  and  it  is 
thought  they  will  be  able  to  check,  if  not  repel  the  enemy. 
I  am,  with  great  resepect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S.  —  My  colleague  in  office  this  moment  informs  me  that  he  has  seen 
a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Havana,  which  says  that,  on  the  8th  of  May, 
the  garrison  of  Pensacola.  surrendered  prisoners  of  war. 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
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June  10th,  1781. 
I  am  just  informed  that  a  prize  to  the  Fair  American  has  come  up  the 
river,  and  that  she  is  one  of  the  Cork  fleet,  which  was  bound  to  Virginia, 
and  I  suppose  have  arrived,  as  a  large  fleet  was  seen  off  Chesapeake  last 
Wednesday.  They  left  Britain  the  28th  or  30th  of  March,  under  convoy  of 
a  seventy-four  and  two  frigates,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  grand  fleet  sailed 
for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  The  prize  informs  that  there  was  a  number  of 
troops  in  the  Cork  fleet.  From  its  going  into  Chesapeake,  and  from  the 
body  of  forces  the  enemy  have  thrown  into  Virginia,  I  concluded  that  the 
war  this  campaign  will  be  altogether  to  the  southward. 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

James  M.  Varnum  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  July  2d,  1781. 

Sir  :  — I  enclose  you  the  paper  of  this  date.  It  contains  an  act  of  the 
legislature  of  this  state,  with  the  answer  and  engagements  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Finance.  At  first  view,  this  transaction  may  appear  a  little  odd 
to  gentlemen  unacquainted  with  the  policy  here.  To  prevent,  therefore,  any 
unfavorable  impression,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  observe,  that  large 
averages  are  due  from  this  state  in  specific  articles,  particularly  flour. 
The  state  has  made  large  assessments  and  placed  their  revenue  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Morris.  By  these  means  he  will  be  able  to  anticipate 
their  taxes  as  in  the  receipt  of  arrearages  upon  a  credit  Avhich  these  funds 
will  enable  him  to  support.  His  personal  credit  here,  as  well  as  in  Europe, 
is  very  extensive,  and  no  other  man  could  effect  as  much  as  Mr.  Morris. 
We  have  already  experienced  the  happy  consequences  of  his  appointment 
in  a  great  retrenchment  of  expenses.  He  is  now  taking  effectual  measures 
for  simplifying  the  various  departments,  and  calling  to  account  those  who 
have  basely  wasted  the  public  funds.  In  republics  so  delicately  connected 
as  those  of  the  United  States,  reformation  of  abuses  is  difficult  in  the  first 
instance,  and  must  be  extremely  gradual  when  we  consider  the  total  derange- 
ment of  our  finances,  bordering  almost  upon  irretrievable  ruin  by  the  pro- 
gressive operations  of  several  years  mistaken  policy. 

The  evils  have  been  so  multipled  and  the  indemnities  so  certain  in  the 
estimation  of  public  servants,  that  sporting  with  public  property  has  become 
familiar,  and  the  multiplication  of  dependents  in  every  department  has  been 
so  enormous,  that  the  feelings  as  well  as  views  of  many  individuals,  will  be 
greatly  affected  by  the  necessary  alterations.  Their  resentment  will  natu- 
rally be  directed  against  those  who  have  ventured  to  strike  at  the  founda- 
tion of  their  unnecessary  and  destructive  establishments.  I  have  only  to 
lament  that  in   a  public  body  consisting  of  many  members,  the  transition 
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from  inefficacious  to  efficient  systems  is  begun  with  caution  and  perfected 
with  delay.  This  arises  partly  from  the  constitution  of  deliberative  bodies, 
and  partly  from  that  attachment  to  preexisting  opinions  and  measures,  which 
have  been  long  connected  with  habit ;  from  an  attention  to  the  latter  source, 
I  am  led  to  apprehend,  that  some  gentlemen  who  long  have  been  in  the 
councils  of  America,  will  feel  themselves  chagrined  at  the  adoption  of  plans 
so  repugnant  to  their  inclination.  This  may  induce  them  to  reembrace  their 
favorite  schemes  with  eagerness,  and  endeavor  to  prejudice  the  people 
against  measures,  the  uninterrupted  operation  of  which  will  unfortunately 
expose  them,  while  it  enhances  the  public  good.  TV"e  shall  soon  complete 
a  total  reduction  of  a  great  number  of  expensive  boards.  Order  and  econ- 
omy will  be  introduced  into  the  expenditures,  by  lessening  the  number  of 
persons  employed,  and  by  establishing  a  fixed  responsibility. 

From  these  reforms  alone,  I  can  take  upon  me  to  affirm  that  the  public 
will  annually  gain  several  millions  of  specie  dollars — an  important  consid- 
eration, when  we  reflect  what  relief  it  will  afford  the  people,  already  groan- 
ing under  the  burdens  of  enormous  taxes.  I  must  now  take  the  liberty  of 
subjoining,  that  from  the  knowledge,  integrity  and  credit  of  the  Financier, 
we  may  expect  the  most  beneficial  events  from  his  administration  ;  but  he 
must  be  supported  by  the  state.  Time  will  gradually  unfold  the  propriety 
of  this  institution,  and  reestablish  respectability  and  importance  in  the 
American  character. 

We  have  not  lately  received  any  official  accounts  from  Gen.  Greene,  but 
by  information  nearest  to  absolute  certainty,  he  has  reduced  Ninety-Six 
and  Augusta,  and  consequently  possesses  all  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia, 
excepting  Charleston  and  Savannah.  Lord  Cornwallis  is  retiring  towards 
the  shore,  and  it  is  very  probable  the  movements  of  his  Excellency  Gen. 
Washington  have  induced  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  think  of  recalling  the  whole 
or  part  of  those  troops.  The  Marquis  Lafayette  has  a  more  numerous  army 
than  his  Lordship  ;  and  as  a  very  respectable  part  of  this  army  is  composed 
of  Continental  troops  and  riflemen,  the  consequences  of  an  action  are  not 
much  to  be  dreaded.  They  were  very  near  by  the  last  intelligence,  and  it 
is  probable  something  serious  may  take  place.  It  is  greatly  fortunate  that 
so  much  ardor  and  exertion  now  prevail  in  the  eastern  states,  especially 
Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts.  Vigorous  operations  this  campaign  are 
essential  for  the  United  States.  Should  the  great  Imperial  Courts  of 
Europe  determine  upon  reestablishing  peace,  the  fate  of  America  will  be 
involved  in  their  determination.  The  claims  of  the  United  States  will 
doubtless  appear  before  them  upon  the  "  Ultima  lex  regum."  To  establish 
our  independence  with  them,  we  must  possess  the  country,  with  arms  in  our 
hands,  able  to  defend  it.     Should  Great  Britain  command  the  civil  jurisdic- 
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tion  in  any  of  the  states,  I  know  not  of  any  right  that  can  be  brought  in 
competition  with  their  claim,  for  other  nations  cannot  look  into  the  merits 
of  our  separation,  but  judge  in  chief  from  our  actual  situation.  Should  we> 
therefore,  be  in  possession  of  internal  government,  and  the  British  troops 
confined  to  posts,  the  merits  of  our  claims  will  appear  irresistible,  and  we 
shall  happily  preclude  the  necessity  of  continuing  the  war,  when  every 
friend  to  his  country  must  wish  for  peace. 

Gen.  Cornell  arrived  yesterday  and  delivered  your  Excellency's  letter  to 
Congress,  the  contents  of  which  will  soon  be  acted  upon.  Congress  is 
disposed  to  treat  them  with  the  most  honorable  regard. 

I  have  not,  as  yet,  heard  from  Mr.  Mowry,  neither  have  I  obtained  an 
official  information  from  the  State  since  last  April . 

The  amazing  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency,  upon  my  arrival  here, 
soon  made  it  necessary  to  draw  support  from  my  family ;  but  absolute 
necessity  obliged  me,  some  time  since,  to  draw  upon  the  General  Treasurer 
of  the  State  for  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  two-thirds.  The 
anticipation  of  that  draft,  by  receiving  the  money  here,  gave  me  some  relief, 
and  I  made  the  sum  as  small  as  possible,  expecting  that  the  State  must  have 
ordered  me  a  more  adequate  supply.  I  addressed  my  letter  of  advice  to 
Gov.  Bowen,  as  he  lives  upon  the  spot.  I  hope  the  State  will  not  continue 
long  unrepresented.  It  is  a  very  unfortunate  situation.  The  unremitted 
attention  that  has  been  necessary  during  my  residence  here,  to  a  multiplicity 
of  perplexing  business,  would  render  a  permission  to  return  very  agreeable  ; 
but  the  will  of  the  State  and  a  consciousness  of  preferring  the  public  good 
to  every  other  consideration,  will  make  me  happy  in  every  possible  situation. 

I  have  the  honor  of  being,  with  profound  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  very  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

JAMES  M.  VARNUM. 

Messrs.  Mowrt  and  Vaenum  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  24th  July,  1781. 
Sir  :  — On  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Mowry  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  and  has 
taken  his  seat  in  Congress  accordingly.  Congress  has  lately  received  by 
the  way  of  France,  a  large  number  of  intercepted  letters  from  Lord  George 
Germain,  &.C.,  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  &c.,  in  which  it  appears  that  the  Brit- 
ish were  in  the  full  expectation  of  all  the  states  southward  and  westward  of 
the  Hudson  river  being  returned  to  their  allegiance  before  this  period.  They 
expected  that  Gen.  Washington  would  be  confined  to  the  eastern  states,  and 
that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  would  be  able  to  detach  a  considerable  force  to  Nova 
Scotia,  to  enable  Gen.  Maclean  to  reduce  the  province  of  Maine,  and  form 
an  establishment  for  the  tories  at  and  near  Penobscot.     Under  the  circum- 
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stances  they  expected  this  campaign  "would  finish  the  war  and  oblige  America 
to  supplicate  for  peace  upon  terms  of  submission.  From  this  apprehension 
the  Court  of  London  has  refused  the  mediation  offered  by  the  Court  of  Rus- 
sia, for  reestablishing  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  Holland.  By  accounts 
from  Virginia,  we  learn  that  Lord  Cornwallis  has  divided  his  force ;  one 
part  of  which  is  going  southward,  one  part  to  New  York,  and  the  remain- 
der will  form  a  post  at  Portsmouth.  Gen.  Greene  has  reduced  Augusta, 
but  raised  the  siege  of  Ninety-Six.  "We  are  informed  that  Admiral  Digby 
has  arrived  at  New  York  with  five  sail  of  the  line,  but  are  not  certain. 

The  Court  of  Versailles  is  determined  to  effect  a  naval  superiority  in 
these  seas,  in  course  of  the  campaign,  and  appear  extremely  anxious  for  the 
safety  of  the  United  States. 

We  have  the  honor  of  being,  Sir,  with  great  esteem. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

DANIEL  MOWRY, 
JAMES  M.  VARNUM. 

P.  S. — It  appears  in  one  of  Lord  George  Germain's  letters,  that  Ver- 
mont was  in  the  king's  allegiance.  I  hope  this  is  not  true';  but  shows  the 
necessity  of  terminating  the  disputes  respecting  that  territory.  Congress  are 
now  upon  the  subject ;  but  what  will  be  the  result,  we  cannot  ascertain. 

Messrs.  Varncm  akd  Moavry  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  14th,  1781. 
Sir  :  — The  Superintendent  of  Finance  has  lately  written  circular  letters 
to  the  states.  Their  contents  have  been  approved  by  Congress.  We  are 
at  a  loss  to  conjecture  the  rumors  which  have  induced  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  to  delay  complying  with  the  requisition  of  Congress,  respecting  the 
five  per  cent.  duty.  This  requisition  was  so  essential  to  the  adoption  of  a 
regular,  frugal,  and  productive  system  of  finance,  that  we  cannot  enter  into 
the  necesary  details  of  a  permanent  revenue  without  realizing  it.  It  must 
be  obvious  that,  unless  we  can  call  forth  the  resources  of  the  respective 
states  equally,  it  will  be  impossible  to  execute  any  great  objects  while  the 
states  who  do  most  will  be  the  greatest  sufferers.  It  is  as  obvious  that, 
without  a  permanent  revenue  in  the  disposal  of  the  United  States,  we  can 
neither  fulfil  past  engagements,  nor  obtain  future  credit.  The  resources  of 
the  country  are  not  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  war,  without  anticipating  the 
revenues.  This  cannot  be  done  without  credit,  nor  this  exist  without  funds. 
We  have  not  a  doubt  but  what  matters  will  soon  be  put  into  such  a  train  as 
to  settle  the  public  accounts  on  equitable  principles.  Measures  are  under- 
taken  by  Congress  to  enable  the  Financier  to  adopt  such  modes  as  will  do 
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justice  to  all  the  states,  and  remove  those  unhappy  consequences  which 
result  from  a  mutual  jealousy.  We  must  therefore  beg  liberty  to  urge  the 
propriety  of  the  measures,  and  a  compliance  with  them. 

The  Congress  have  appointed  a  committee  of  five  to  confer  with  a  com- 
mittee to  be  appointed  from  the  state  of  Vermont,  and  agree  upon  terms  for 
admitting  them  into  the  Union.  These,  gentlemen  have  arrived  from  Ver- 
mont, though,  in  consequence  of  powers  granted  by  that  state  previous  to 
the  resolution  of  Congress. 

Our  latest  advice  from  Gen.  Greene  gives  matters  a  much  more  favora- 
ble complexion  in  the  southern  department  than  would  have  been  expected. 
Lord  Cornwall  has  taken  post  on  York  river  in  Yorktown  and  Gloucester, 
with  most  of  his  army. 

We  have  the  honor  of  being,  Sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

JAMES  M.  VARNUM. 
DANIEL  MO  WRY. 

Messrs.  Mowry  and  Varnum  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  4th,  1781. 

Sir: — Yesterday  the  American  troops  detached  from  the  main  army, 
marched  from  here  on  their  way  to  Virginia.  The  French  army  is  now 
here  and  will  move  to-morrow.  The  objects  of  these  movements  are 
immense,  and  should  circumstances  prove  as  favorable  as  we  have  reason 
to  expect,  the  event  will  be  glorious.  The  fleet  under  Count  de  Grasse  is 
hourly  expected.  The  British  have  sailed  from  the  Hook  with  twenty-one 
sail  of  the  line, — supposed  for  the  Chesapeake.  This  makes  us  somewhat 
anxious  for  Count  de  Barras. 

Col.  Laurens  has  returned  from  France,  and  we  have  the  satisfaction  of 
informing  your  Excellency  that  his  negotiations  have  been  attended  with  a 
degree  of  success  fully  evincive  of  the  sincerest  attachments  of  his  most 
Christian  Majesty.  The  acts  attained  by  this  negotiation  will  greatly  assist 
us  in  establishing  our  finances  upon  a  respectable  basis. 

We  are  very  desirous  of  knowing  the  resolution  of  the  State  relative  to 
the  duty  upon  imposts  and  prices.  Had  the  states  really  adopted  that 
measure,  we  should,  before  this  time,  have  derived  more  than  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars  specie.  One  cargo  has  arrived  in  this  city, 
which  would  have  paid  upwards  of  seven  thousand  pounds  this  currency. 
When  we  assure  you  that  not  a  farthing  of  money  has  been  paid  into 
the   General   Treasury   from   any  of  the  states,  excepting  Pennsyvania, 
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for  more  thau  a  year  since,  you  will  agree  with  us  that  permanent  revenues 
are  absolutely  necesary. 

We  have  the  honor  of  being,  with  the  greatest  esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

DANIEL  MOWRY. 
JAINIES  M.  VARNUM. 

Messrs.  Mowry  and  Varnum  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  17th  Sept.,  1781, 
Sir  :  — On  Friday  last,  His  Excellency  General  Washington  joined  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette  ;  and  we  are  fully  convinced  that  nothing  but  a  mir- 
acle can  rescue  Lord  Cornwallis  and  his  army  from  our  hands.  By  letters 
from  Baltimore,  we  are  informed  that  Admiral  Greene  lately  made  an 
attack  upon  the  French  fleet  in  the  Chesapeake,  and  was  replused.  That 
the  next  day  the  Count  de  Grasse  put  to  sea,  lea\ing  two  seventy-fours  and 
a  frigate  to  block  up  the  entrance  of  York  river,  and  attack  the  British  ;  that 
a  severe  conflist  ensued  in  which  the  noble  Count  dispersed  his  antagonist's 
fleet ;  that  he  captured  two  seventy-fours  and  three  frigates,  and  sent  them 
into  the  Chesapeake,  with  seven  of  his  own  ships,  and  was  pursuing  the 
fugitives.  This  information  is  not  official,  but  has  every  circumstance  induc- 
ing credibility.  Count  de  Barras  had  not  joined  by  the  last  advices  ;  but 
this  event  will  place  him  beyond  danger.  Admiral  Digby  is  hourly  expected 
with  a  squadron  from  six  to  ten  ships  of  the  line  ;  his  arrival  Avill  make  no 
difference.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  is  on  the  west  end  of  Long  Island  with  four 
thousand  troops  ready  for  an  expedition  ;  Philadelphia  is  thought  to  be  his 
object. 

We  shall  want  about  eight  hundred  dollars  to  enable  us  to  finish  our 
accounts  in  Philadelphia  and  to  return  to  Rhode  Island  in  November.  We 
are  sensible  the  sum  will  appear  large  ;  but  we  cannot  avoid  it.  We  are 
governed  by  the  strictest  frugality,  as  our  accounts  will  show  when  exhib- 
ited. But  the  necessary  expenditures  here  are  very  great. 
We  have  the  honor  of  being  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

DANIEL  MOWRY, 
JAMES  M.  VARNUM. 

Messrs.  Mowrt  and  Varnum  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  2d  October,    1781. 
Sir  :  — The  Commander-in-Chief  expected  to  begin  his  serious  operations 
on  Tuesday  last.     Lord  Cornwallis  was  well  posted  and  fortified  ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  some  time  will  be  required  in  reducing  him.     The  troops 
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of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  remain  on  Staten  Island,  and  Admiral  Digby's  arrival 
with  three  ships  of  the  line,  does  not  make  the  British  fleet  so  strong  as  it 
was  before  the  late  action  with  the  Count  de  Grasse. 

We  have  the  honor  of  being  with  great  esteem  and  regard, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

DANIEL  MOWRY, 
JAMES  M.  VARNUM. 

Messes.  Mowry  and  Varnum  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  October  16th,  1781. 
Sir  : — Gen.  Greene  fought  the  British  on  the  8th  of  last  month.  The 
action  was  general,  and  continued  with  obstinate  bravery  on  both  sides  for 
the  space  of  four  hours.  The  enemy  were  superior  in  number,  but  finally 
gave  way,  and  were  totally  routed.  Their  loss  was  about  six  hundred  killed 
and  wounded,  besides  five  hundred  prisoners  ;  our  loss  was  five  hundred 
and  fifty-four  killed,  wounded  and  missing.  Gen.  Washington  began  his 
fire  upon  Lord  Cornwallis  the  evening  of  the  first  instant,  previous  to  which 
Col.  Tarlton  made  a  sally  on  the  Gloucester  side  with  five  hundred  cavalry 
and  infantry  ;  the  Duke  de  Lorraine,  with  his  legion  and  company  of  militia, 
attacked  him,  drove  him  into  his  lines,  having  killed  and  wounded  fifty  odd  ; 
among  the  former  was  the  commanding  officer  of  infantry,  and  among  the 
latter.  Col.  Tarlton.  The  Duke's  loss  was  trifling.  We  expect  the  British 
fleet  will  make  an  attempt  upon  Count  de  Grasse,  with  five  thousand  land 
troops  on  board.  The  British  fleet  consists  of  twenty-five  ships  of  the  line 
including  two  frigates.  We  flatter  ourselves  with  the  most  important  events 
in  our  favor. 

We  have  the  honor  of  being,  with  the  greatest  esteem. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

JAMES  M.  VARNUM, 
DANIEL  MOWRY. 

The  contents  of  the  following  letter  will  account  for  its 
insertion. 

Gov.  Greene  to  Robert  Morris,  Financier  of  the  United  States. 

Providence,  October,  1779. 

Sir  :  —  In  my  letter  of  last,  I  informed  you  that  I  had  laid  your 

several  favors  of  the  16th,  25th,  and  27th  of  July  last,  before  the  General 
Assembly,  who  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  into  the  several  matters 
referred  to  therein,  by  whom  I  am  enabled  in  some  measure  to  give  you 
that  information  which  was  requested  ;  but  as  our  accounts  are  not  yet  fully 
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completed,  I  cannot  state  them  with  that  exact  precision  which  will  be  ne- 
cessary. But,  from  the  following  general  account,  you  will  easily  perceive 
that  this  State  hath,  not  only  fully  answered  the  expectations  of  Congress, 
but  greatly  exceeded  her  own  abilities.  Nevertheless,  relying  on  the  justice 
of  Congress,  the  inhabitants  have  hitherto,  with  uncommon  exertions,  not 
only  supplied  their  own  quota  of  troops,  clothing,  &c.,  but  have  advanced  to 
the  United  States  such  sums  of  money,  which  yet  remain- unpaid,  that  it  is 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  imaginable  that  we  are  able  to  furnish  the  many 
pressing  demands  agamst  us. 

I  shall  not  repeat  the  spirited  and  vigorous  measures  early  adopted  by  this 
State  against  the  common  enemy.  They  are  too  Avell  known,  and  are  still 
unrelentingly  pursued.  The  supplies  furnished  by  this  State  were  regularly 
charged  to  the  United  States,  and  the  accounts  from  time  to  time  sent  for- 
ward to  (/Ongress,  there  being  always  a  large  balance  in  favor  of  this  State. 

In  December,  1776,  the  enemy,  with  a  very  great  naval  and  land  arma- 
ment, took  possession  of  the  capital  and  one-third  part  of  this  State,  with  the 
entire  possession  of  all  its  harbors,  at  a  time  when  no  force  but  our  State 
troops  and  militia  were  to  oppose  them  ;  when  our  treasury  was  exhausted, 
and  it  was  indispensably  necessary  to  make  resistance.  Our  militia  was 
called  on,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  our  sister  states,  we  were  enabled  to 
confine  them  to  the  islands  and  the  sea  coast.  From  the  number  of  troops 
which  were  soon  collected,  it  became  necessary  that  money,  or  a  substitute 
for  it,  should  be  had.  It  had  been  recommended  by  Congress  that  the 
respective  states  should  not  issue  any  more  paper  bills  ;  but,  from  necessity, 
the  Legislature  of  this  State  were  obliged,  in  December,  1776,  to  pass  an 
act  for  the  General  Treasurer  to  issue  his  notes  to  the  amount  of  forty 
thousand  pounds,  payable  within  two  years,  with  an  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
per  annum.  The  urgent  occasions  therefor  soon  drained  the  treasury  of  the 
whole  amount,  and  not  receiving  any  supplies  of  cash  from  Congi'ess,  the 
Legislature,  in  February,  1777,  were  again  compelled  to  direct  the  General 
Treasurer  to  issue  his  notes  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  pounds,  payable 
within  five  years,  at  an  interest  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum.  As  the  notes 
carried  an  interest,  they  were  engrossed,  and  it  being  out  of  the  power  of 
the  State  to  pay  them,  they  now  remain  a  debt  against  us,  and  the  holders 
consider  them  of  a  value  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  at  six  shillings  for  a 
dollar. 

As  the  army  was  in  this  State,  and  the  several  departments  thereof 
required  money,  applications  were  made  to  the  General  Assembly  and 
Council  of  War,  who,  being  zealously  devoted  to  exert  every  nerve  in  order 
to  support  and  maintain  a  war  so  justly  necessary,  granted  large  sums  of 
money,  whereby  the  debt  against  the  United  States  was  greatly  accumu- 
23 
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latcd.  By  an  account  stated  and  sent  forward  to  Congress,  in  April, 
1778,  the  balance  in  favor  of  this  State  amounted  to  £160,780,  6s.  4c?.,  from 
which  time  until  the  13th  of  May,  1780,  we  continued  to  supply  the  differ- 
ent departments  of  the  army.  By  an  account  then  stated  and  sent  for- 
ward to  Congress,  a  balance  of  £251,729  6s.  lO^d.  was  due  unto  this  State. 
In  addition  to  this,  we  had  regularly  paid  the  taxes  required  byCongress, 
and  have  paid  into  the  Continental  treasury  or  Loan  Office  in  this  State  the 
sum  of  5,350,000  old  Continental  dollars,  including  the  sum  necessary  to 
bring  into  circulation  the  whole  amount  of  the  new  emission  sent  to  this 
State,  which  amounted  to  $130,000,  of  which  Congress  has  received  by 
drafts  $52,000,  being  the  whole  amount  of  their  four-tenths  parts.  We 
have  issued  $40,000,  chiefly  on  Continental  account,  and  there  remains  in 
our  treasury  $30,000,  which  will  not  be  put  into  circulation.  The  Legisla- 
ture has  made  a  tax  for  calling  in  $20,000  thereof,  to  be  paid  into  the  Gen- 
eral Treasury  by  the  last  of  December  next. 

From  the  depreciated  state  of  the  Continental  currency  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1780,  it  Avas  with  the  greatest  difficulty  our  soldiers  could  be 
kept  in  the  field.  And  Congress  having  recommended  to  the  several  states 
to  make  good  the  wages  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Continental  bat- 
talions, a  committee  was  appointed  by  this  State  to  adjust  and  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Rhode  Island  battalions,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  who,  having  carefully  examined  the  same, 
reported  a  balance  of  £26,043,  3«.  2d.  real  money  due  unto  them,  which  has 
been  fully  paid,  and  a  further  sum  of  upwards  of  £10,500  due  unto  the 
soldiers  who  enlisted  for  three  years,  &c.,  «&;c.,  yet  remains  unpaid. 

The  taxes  assessed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  in  solid  coin,  in 
order  to  pay  oiF  the  balance  due  imto  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Conti- 
nental army,  and  the  raising  of  the  specific  supplies  required  by  Congress, 
together  with  the  filling  up  of  the  Continental  battalions  for  the  campaign 
of  1780,  which  could  only  be  done  by  real  money,  had  so  drained  the  inhab- 
itants of  this  State  of  their  gold  and  silver,  that  it  became  necessary,  in 
June,  1780,  in  order  to  raise  the  monthly  supplies  and  other  requisitions  of 
Congress,  for  this  State  to  adopt  some  other  measures  than  taxation.  The 
State  being  possessed  of  a  quantity  of  land  which  the  former  proprietors  had, 
by  joining  the  enemy,  forfeited,  the  same  was  confiscated  to  and  for  the  use 
of  this  State.  And  in  order  to  ease  the  inhabitants  of  the  great  burdens 
laid  upon  them,  which  they  contributed  cheerfully  to  the  extent  of  their 
wealth,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  for  the  emitting  the  sum  of  £20,000 
lawful  money,  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  at  the  rate  of  six  shillings  for  a  dol- 
lar, to  be  paid  on  or  before  the  first  of  January,  1781,  with  an  interest  of 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  funded  the  same  upon  the  said  confiscated 
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estates,  aud  appointed  a  committee  to  dispose  of  the  same  estates  for  said 
bills,  or  gold  and  silver  only,  by  which  means  we  were  capable  of  obtaining 
the  monthly  supplies  as  required  by  Congress.  But  that  sum  being  soon 
exhausted  from  the  many  calls  for  money,  it  became  soon  after  necessary 
for  the  General  Assembly,  in  order  to  procure  the  salted  provisions,  &c., 
required  by  Congress,  to  direct  the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases  in 
this  State  to  issue  his  certificates  to  the  persons  of  whom  he  purchased,  of 
the  articles  received,  and  the  prices  to  be  given  ;  and  which  the  General 
Assembly  directed  to  be  received  in  payment  for  other  lands  ordered  to  be 
sold,  or  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver  by  the  first  of  January  and  the  four- 
teenth of  April,  1781, — by  which  means  we  have  not  only  procured  all  the 
specific  articles  required  by  Congress,  but  have  also  been  able  to  supply, 
upon  urgent  occasions,  much  more  than  our  quota. 

The  filling  up  of  the  Continental  battalions  of  this  State,  in  order  to  take 
the  field  early  in  the  spring  of  1781,  being  of  the  utmost  importance,  the 
recruits  were  apportioned  to  the  respective  towns  in  this  State,  and  a  bounty 
of  one  hundred  silver  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  general  treasury,  was 
offered  to  each  recruit  enlisting  for  three  years;  The  difficulty  of  the  recruit- 
ing service  was  such,  for  many  reasons,  that  a  recruit  cost  the  towns  from 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  real  dollars,  including  the  bounty 
given  by  the  State,  whereby  the  inhabitants  are  greatly  distressed.  And  the 
scarcity  of  money  is  such,  that  it  is  with  the  greatest  ditficulty  that  taxes 
are  now  collected,  owing  entirely  to  inability  to  discharge  them. 

The  amount  of  this  State's  account  against  the  United  States  for  expen- 
ditures iu  gold  and  silver  only,  amounts  to  upwards  of  £60,000,  besides  a 
large  account  in  the  new  emission.  We  have  furnished  the  Quartermas- 
ter, in  order  to  transport  stores,  &c.,  with  £1,620  new  emission,  and  £1,263 
16s.  real  money. 

The  accounts  are  completing  to  send  forward  to  Congress,  and  I  flatter 
myself  they  will  be  ready  to  go  on  with  Mr.  Ellery,  our  delegate.  By  these 
accounts  you  will  at  one  view  see  that  we  have  not  only  fully  complied  with 
the  requisitions  of  Congress,  but  are  greatly  in  advance,  and  I  doubt  not 
but  we  shall  be  relieved  from  our  perplexed  and  distressed  condition  by 
Congress  making  up  such  a  grant  toward  the  balance  due  unto  us,  as  will 
make  us,  at  all  times  in  future,  exert  ourselves  upon  pressing  occasions, 
more  than  our  real  abilities  will  admit. 

With  respect  to  the  impost  of  five  per  cent,  recommended  by  Congress  to 
be  laid  upon  all  imports  and  exports, — at  present  we  are  unable  to  deter- 
mine upon  the  utility  of  that  measure,  as  the  revenue  arising  therefrom 
within  this  little  State  would  not  be  worth  collecting.     We  shall  wait  until 
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our  sister  states  have  adopted  the  same,  and  whatever  is  for  the  advantage 
of  the  Union  we  shall  cheerfully  accede  to. 

I  shall,  by  Mr.  Ellery,  write  you  more  fully  upon  the  subject,  and,  in  tlie 
interim,  remain,  &c., 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  18th,  1781. 

Sir  :  — This  short  letter  will  inform  your  Excellency  of  my  arrival  here 
on  Friday  last.  Gen.  Varnum  and  Mr.  Mowry  will  make  you  and  the 
General  Assembly  acquainted  with  the  news  and  present  state  of  politics  ; 
therefore,  permit  me,  sir,  to  refer  you  to  them.  The  naked  condition  of 
our  treasury  when  I  left  the  State,  would  have  rendered  any  application  for 
money  fruitless,  I  therefore  came  off  with  the  small  sum  which  could  be 
spared  from  my  family,  without  asking  a  grant  from  the  General  Assembly. 
That  small  sum  will  soon  be  expended,  and  unless  I  am  furnished  with 
money  from  the  State,  I  shall  be  in  a  miserable  situation  indeed. 

Give  me  leave,  through  your  Excellency,  to  entreat  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  order  the  general  treasurer  to  transmit  to  me  as  soon  as  possible, 
two  or  three  hundred  dollars ;  and  I  would  wish,  at  the  same  time,  the 
General  Assembly  would  empower  me  to  draw  on  the  General  Treasurer  for 
a  sum  not  exceeding,  including  the  sum  which  I  have  already  desired  may 
be  immediately  forwarded  to  me,  eight  hundred  dollars.  I  have  mentioned 
a  certain  sum,  because  I  would  not  choose,  if  I  thought  the  Assembly  would 
grant  it,  a  power  to  draw  without  limitation.  I  propose,  if  this  liberty  should 
be  granted,  to  draw  from  time  to  time,  small  sums  as  I  may  want  them, 
and  I  can  find  persons  Avho  will  furnish  me  with  money  here  to  be  paid  by 
bills  upon  the  General  Treasurer.  This  mode  of  supply  would  save  both 
time  and  risk, /or  there  is  some  danger  in  sending  money,  and  opportuni- 
ties may  not  offer  when  the  money  may  be  ready  and  much  wanted.  Before 
I  shall  receive  an  answer  to  this  letter,  and  be  furnished  with  the  power 
asked  for,  some  considerable  time  will  have  run  out,  and  I  am  sure  my 
present  cash  will  be  exhausted,  therefore,  permit  me,  sir,  to  urge  that  the 
sum  applied  for  may  be  forwarded  immediately.  If  that  sum  cannot  be  fur- 
nished, direct  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  be  transmitted  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
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EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  20th,  1781. 
Sir  :  — I  do  myselt  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  took  my 
seat  in  Congress  yesterday.     I   take  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  the  reso- 
lution I  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  17th  instant — nothing  new  hath  trans- 
pired since  that  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  6th,  1781. 

Sir  :  — We  do  ourselves  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Court  of  France  to  these  United  States, 
has  lately  communicated  to  Congress  through  our  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  that  he  had  it  in  command  from  the  Minister  of  France,  to  inform 
Congress  that  the  King,  his  master,  was  highly  pleased  with  the  confidence 
Congress  had  placed  in  him,  and  that  the  king  would  pay  the  same  atten- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  as  to  that  of  France  ;  that  Con- 
gress would  have  no  reason  to  say  that  they  had  misplaced  their  trust ;  that  if 
all  was  not  obtained  that  the  United  States  had  reason  to  expect,  it  must  be 
imputed  to  the  unavoidable  events  of  war  ;  that  from  late  success  and  present 
appearances,  the  king  had  no  reason  to  expect  he  should  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  making  any  concessions,  either  on  his  own  part,  or  that  of  the  United 
States  ;  that  it  is  his  most  earnest  wish  that  every  possible  measure  should 
be  taken  and  every  exertion  made  by  the  United  States  to  be  ready  for  an 
early  and  spirited  campaign.  The  reasons  are  given  that  make  those  meas- 
ures the  more  necessary,  but  must  at  present  be  omitted. 

Dr.  Franklin,  in  a  letter  of  a  late  date,  informs  Congress  that  there  is 
every  reason  to  expect  the  continuance  of  the  friendship  of  our  great,  good 
and  illustrious  ally,  the  King  of  France  and  his  Minister  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes.  The  Doctor  speaks  of  this  nobleman  in  as  high  terms  as  the 
English  language  will  admit.  He  says  that  the  King  upon  hearing  of  the 
capture  of  the  transport,  the  Marquis  Lafayette,  Avas  apprehensive  that  our 
troops  would  be  distressed  for  want  of  clothing,  and  had  given  orders  to 
replace  all  the  clothing  and  other  articles  that  were  taken  in  that  trans- 
port. The  Doctor  advises  Congress  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  their 
making  every  exertion  so  as  to  be  ready  for  an  early  and  vigorous  cam- 
paign ;  and  among  other  reasons  for  urging  these  measures,  he  says, 
should  Great  Britain  propose  a  treaty,  much  time  will  be  spent  in  set- 
tling the  [preliminaries,  before  any  progress  can  be  made  in  negoitating ; 
and  should  any  remissness  on   our  part  give  the  enemy  the  opportunity  of 
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Striking  some  unhappy  stroke  during  that  period,  it  may  be  out  of  our  power 
to  retrieve  the  loss,  and  by  that  means  frustrate  any  negotiations  taking 
place,  or  at  least,  turn  it  greatly  to  our  disadvantage.  This  is  the  tenor  of 
the  language  from  all  our  Ministers  abroad,  and  all  our  intelligence  across 
the  water  from  every  quarter  so  far  corroborates  as  to  leave  no  room  to  doubt 
the  utility  of  the  measure.  We  think  it  needless  to  say  more  on  this  subject. 
These  are  the  facts,  and  you,  sir,  must  be  the  best  judge  of  the  abilities  of 
our  constituents  and  the  measures  that  can  be  adopted  wuth  the  most  proba- 
bility of  success. 

A  gentleman  of  character,  in  a  letter  from  Madrid,  of  a  late  date,  says 
he  thinks  nothing  will  be  done  by  the  Court  of  Spain,  in  setting  on  foot  any 
negotiations  until  they  know  how  the  present  camjiaign  will  end.  He  fur- 
ther adds,  that  little  or  nothing  can  be  done  in  the  reduction  of  Minorca, 
until  the  arrival  of  the  intended  reinforcements  of  French  and  Spanish 
troops  from  Spain,  that  they  were  not  then  embarked.  "What  a  pleasing 
reflection  it  is  to  view  the  glorious  success  of  the  combined  arms  of  France 
and  the  United  States,  and  to  see  that  it  has  already  given  peace  and  safety 
to  a  very  considerable  district  that  had  been  long  harrassed  by  the  enemy, 
and  that  it  tends  still  further,  not  only  to  humble  the  pride  and  power  of 
Great  Britain,  but  may  in  some  considerable  degree  be  the  means  of  setting 
on  foot  a  negotiation,  that  may  terminate  in  establishing  an  honorable  and 
lasting  peace  to  the  United  States. 

Congress  has  received  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  enclosing  a  number  of  resolutions  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  that 
state,  declaring  their  right  in  and  over  the  territory  or  tract  of  land  hereto- 
fore called  New  Hampshire  grants,  the  allegiance,  that  hath  been  from 
time  to  time  paid  by  the  people  inhabiting  those  lands,  to  the  said  state. 
Also,  protesting  against  the  acts  of  Congress  that  declare  the  aforesaid  ter- 
ritory to  be  an  independent  state,  by  the  name  of  Vermont,  and  setting 
forth  that  the  said  acts  are  contrary  to  several  articles  of  the  Confederation, 
and  further  protesting  against  any  measures  that  have  been  taken  by  Con- 
gress, or  that  they  shall  hereafter  take  to  carry  said  acts  into  execution, 
and  finally  instructing  their  delegates  in  Congress  to  use  every  means  in  their 
power  to  prevent  the  same.  Congress  has  not  received  a  single  line  of 
intelligence  from  the  state  of  Vermont  since  the  passing  the  aforementioned 
acts.  . 

An  ordinance  has  lately  passed  Congress  for  regulating  captors  and  cap- 
tures on  the  high  seas,  and  condemnation  of  the  same  ;  and  among  other 
things  it  is  ordained,  that  all  British  property  found  within  three  leagues 
of  any  of  the  shores  of  the  United  States,  except  it  be  in  French  bottoms, 
or  hath  been  previously  captured  and  condemned,  shall  be  liable  to  capture 
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and  condemnation  after  the  first  day  of  March  next.  All  acts  and  ordi- 
nances heretofore  made  in  any  wise  touching  captures  is  by  said  ordinance 
repealed,  and  this  to  take  place  immediately.  You  will  please  to  excuse 
our  not  being  more  particular  on  this  subject,  as  we  expect  the  ordinance 
will  be  immediately  transmitted  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  Congress. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  can  inform  you,  that  the  stock  of  clothing  now  on 
hand  is  a  more  ample  supply  for  our  army  than  we  ever  have  been  able  to 
make  before  at  any  one  time,  since  the  commencement  of  the  war.  It  is 
sufficient  to  completely  clothe  every  soldier  now  in  service,  except  blankets  ; 
of  that  article  there  is  a  deficiency,  but  such  measures  are  taken  as  we  flat- 
ter ourselves  cannot  fail  ot  success.  A  committee  has  been  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  best 
measures  for  arranging  and  filling  up  the  army,  so  as  to  make  it  respecta- 
ble. The  committee  have  reported  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  any  alter- 
ations, in  the  last  arrangement  that  was  made  by  Congress  on  the  3d  and 
21st  of  October,  1780,  and  that  the  several  states  be  called  upon  to  fill  their 
regiments  with  recruits  to  serve  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war.  It 
appears  probable.  Congress  will  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  and 
that  requisitions  will  be  sent  to  the  several  states  accordingly.  If  this  should 
take  place,  we  shall  be  happy  to  give  you  the  earliest  information.  We 
apprehend  you  will  be  a  little  surprised  at  the  deficiency  that  will  appear  to 
be  in  our  regiment  when  Col.  Olney's  returns  come  to  hand.  The  Colonel 
is  arrived  at  the  head  of  Elk  with  his  regiment,  after  having  experienced 
almost  every  kind  of  distress  in  a  long  passage  by  water  from  Yorktown. 
The  regiment  is  very  sickly ;  the  small  pox  has  got  among  the  last 
recruits.  In  this  case  they  are  not  alone,  many  from  other  regiments 
being  down  with  it. 

All  the  executive  business  undei  Congress  is  now  in  new  hands,  and  we 
hope  for  the  better,  and  have  the  happiness  to  think  that  not  only  much  less 
money  is  misapplied,  than  has  been  at  many  former  periods,  but  turned  to 
much  more  advantage  to  the  public.  The  established  character  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Finance,  his  abilities,  numerous  correspondents  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  world,  and  permanent  property,  give  great  advantages  in 
the  execution  of  the  important  trust  he  is  honored  with.  The  public  debts 
that  have  accumulated  previous  to  his  coming  into  office  were  numerous  and 
the  public  creditors  exceeding  clamorous.  They  now  think  that  the  debts 
of  the  longest  standing  should  be  first  paid.  It  appears  to  be  justice,  but 
policy  forbids  the  measure,  when  our  very  existence  as  a  people  call  aloud 
that  the  wheels  of  the  present  moment  be  kept  in  motion.  Our  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  transaction  of  the  business  under  the  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  the  short  time  he  as  acted  in  this  office  will 
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we  conceive,  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  our  saying  no  more  of  him  at  pres- 
ent, than  that  he  is  a  gentleman  of  propriety  and  abilities,  and  appears  atten- 
tive to  business. 

The  confidence  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  the  army  in  general  has 
in  the  Secretary  of  War  is  such,  that  when  we  add  his  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience as  an  officer,  his  integrity  and  attention  to  business,  we  cannot  but 
flatter  ourselves  that  the  public  will  receive  essential  benefits  from  his 
appointment.  In  justice  to  all  the  aforementioned  gentlemen,  we  must  say, 
that  they  appear  to  endeavor,  as  much  as  possible,  to  curtail  all  useless 
expenses,  and  to  appropriate  the  public  money  to  the  most  advantage.  But 
their  success  so  much  depends  upon  the  exertion  and  assistance  of  the  states, 
that  they  must  fail  in  a  great  degree  in  any  attempts  they  may  make  to 
retrieve  and  organize  our  public  affairs,  if  they  are  not  properly  supported 
by  the  several  legislatures  in  the  execution  of  their  great  and  important 
trusts. 

Since  Avriting  the  above,  the  report  of  the  committee  respecting  the 
arrangements  of  the  army,  as  mentioned  in  a  preceding  paragraph,  has 
been  agreed  to  in  Congress  without  any  alterations.  The  resolutions  will 
be  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  by  this,  or  next  post. 
We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  newspapers,  for  the  little  public 
news  there  is  at  this  time  passing. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY, 
EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  10th,  1781. 

Dear  Sir  :  — I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  the 
bearer  of  this  carries  the  blank  bills  of  Exchange  and  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  emitted  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
18th  of  March  last,  and  to  be  delivered  to  the  keeper  of  the  Continental  Loan 
Office,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  I  Avill  not  comment  on  the  difficulty 
that  hath  attended  this  business. 

Enclosed  is  a  resolution  of  Congress  appointing  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Arnold 
and  Joseph  Clark,  Esq.,  or  either  of  them,  to  be  signers  of  the  said  neAv 
bills  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.     I  hope  it  will  be  agreeable. 

Col.  Palfrey,  late  Paymaster  General  to  the  army,  sails  on  Tuesday  next, 
for  France,  to  take  upon  himself  the  consulship  in  that  kingdom  agreeable 
to  his  appointment. 

Congress  has  for  a  considerable  time  past,  been  principally  employed  in 
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foreign  affairs,  which  are  called  secret.  It  appears  by  a  Cork  paper  of  the 
6th  of  October  last,  that  Hon.  Henry  Laurens  was  committed  to  the  Tower 
of  London  on  suspicion  of  high  treason,  by  the  high  constable,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  warrant  signed  by  Lords  North,  Stormont  and  Germain. 

The  want  of  money  for  public  use,  and  the  distress  arising  from  that 
source,  is  beyond  the  power  of  my  pen  to  describe,  and  the  prospect  of  relief 
appears  small. 

Notwithstanding  the  Loan  Offices  are  kept  open,  and  certificates  given  for 
a  silver  dollar  Avith  interest  until  paid,  upon  the  receipt  of  forty  Continental 
dollars,  yet  so  low  is  public  credit,  not  one  farthing  is  received  in  any  of 
the  middle  states. 

From  which  I  think  there  is  little  prospect  that  our  State  can  receive 
any  relief  on  account  of  any  former  advancements  of  money  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States.  You  will  please  to  pardon  me  for  once  more  mentioning 
the  necessity  there  is  of  sending  to  your  delegate  in  Congress  the  exact 
amount  of  the  moneys  advanced  to  Col.  Bowen,  Quartermaster  General,  as 
it  does  not  appear  to  me  there  is  the  least  probability  of  obtaining  that  sum, 
in  any  other  way  than  from  the  four-tenths  of  the  new  bills  now  to  be  issued 
by  a  warrant  from  Congress,  on  Mr.  Clark,  for  that  sum.  If  this  should 
fail,  I  know  not  what  funds  you  can  have  recourse  to  for  payment.  When 
I  see  you  I  shall  be  able  to  explain  this  matter  more  fully. 

I  have  not  received  a  word  of  intelligence  from  any  person  in  the  State 
since  your's  of  the  31st  of  October,  and  Mr.  Clark's  of  the  1st  of  November. 
Gen.  Varnum  has  not  yet  arrived,  neither  have  I  received  any  intelligence 
that  he  is  on  his  way,  but  suppose  he  cannot  be  far  distant. 

Since  writing  the   above,  I  am  informed  by  the  President,  that  he  has 
enclosed  to  you  the  appointment  I  mentioned  in  this  letter,  and  one  to  each 
of  the  gentlemen   appointed,   which  enclosure  I  now  deliver  with  my  own 
hands  to  the  escort  with  this.     He  is  now  waiting. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  18th,  1781. 
Sir  :  —  TVe  do  ourselves  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that,  since 
our  last,  Congress  has  received  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  enclosing  a  number  of  resolves  of  a  grand  committee  of  both 
Houses  of  Assembly,  and  acts  or  laws  of  said  state  ;  declaring  that  the  acts 
of  Congress  of  August  last,  respecting  said  state,  do  not  comport  with  the 
propositions  made  to  Congress  by  their  commissioners,  in  July  last ;  that 
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no  member  of  the  legislature  shall,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  give  his  vote 
for  submitting  the  determination  of  their  right  of  independence  to  any  power 
on  earth  ;  that  all  disputes  about  territorial  or  boundary  lines  shall  be  set- 
tled by  judicious,  unprejudiced  persons,  to  be  mutually  agreed  upon  and 
chosen  by  the  parties  concerned,  and  that  the  states  interested  shall  pledge 
their  faith  to  each  other,  to  abide  the  determination  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, appointed  as  aforesaid  ;  that  when  all  disputes  are  settled,  accord- 
ing to  the  mode  pointed  out  in  the  aforementioned  resolve,  and  the  states 
legally  admitted  into  the  Union,  they  will  consider  themselves  bound  by  acts 
of  Congress. 

The  Superintendent  of  Finance  has  presented  to  Congress,  an  ordinance 
for  adjusting  and  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United  States  with  each  indi- 
vidual state,  &c.  It  has  been  read  and  is  committed  to  a  special  committee. 
They  now  have  it  under  consideration.  We  shall  only  mention  some  of  the 
principal  paragraphs : — 

First,  that  a  member  from  each  state  be  chosen  to  meet  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  next,  then  and  there  to  settle  the 
proposition  that  each  state  shall  pay,  of  all  the  expense  that  the  United 
States  hath  been  at,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war  to  the  first  day  of 
January,  1782,  except  the  moneys  that  have  or  may  be  funded  before  that 
time.  Secondly,  that  there  be  a  Commissioner  for  each  state,  to  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  and  approved  of  by  the  legislature  of 
the  state  for  which  he  is  appointed,  Avhose  duty  shall  be  to  settle  all  accounts 
between  such  state  and  the  United  States,  according  to  the  orders  he  may 
receive  from  the  Comptroller,  &c.  Thirdly,  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March, 
1780,  and  all  the  preceding  and  succeeding  resolutions  for  money  and  sup- 
plies, to  be  fully  complied  with  by  each  state  ;  and  when  it  shall  be  found, 
upon  settlement  of  the  accounts,  that  any  state  has  paid  more  than  such 
state's  proportion,  in  that  case  such  state  shall  have  a  reduction  in  the  next 
requisition,  &c. 

We  flatter  ourselves  you  will  excuse  us  for  not  being  more  particular  on 
this  subject.     The  ordinance  has  not  passed,  and  probably  will  undergo 
some  alterations.     We  only  wish  to  inform  you  of  what  is  doing. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
^  EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

Gov.  Greene  to  the  Delegates  in  Congress. 

December  22d,  1781. 
Gentlemen  :  —  The  late  requisition  of  Congress  for  this  State,  to  assess 
upon  the  inhabitants  the  sum  of  $216,000,  subject  to  the  disposition  of 
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Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  Financier  General,  has  been  received  and  laid  before 
the  General  Assembly  the  week  past. 

The  sum  required  was  so  large  that  it  was  unanimously  concluded  that 
it  could  not,  by  any  ways  or  means,  be  raised  in  specie,  and  but  a  possibility 
that  it  could  be  supplied  in  the  articles  and  produce  of  the  country.  The 
Assembly  were  pleased  to  appoint  a  committee  upon  the  subject,  in  order 
that  I  might  be  the  more  fully  informed  respecting  the  real  situation  of  this 
State,  and  to  give  you  such  information  respecting  our  resources,  as  to 
enable  you,  gentlemen,  to  confer  with  Mr.  INIorris  on  this  occasion,  and  to 
endeavor  that  the  sum  required  might  be  raised  in  such  articles  of  the  pro- 
duce of  this  State  as  can  be  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  army,  at  such  stip- 
ulated prices  as  can  be  agreed  on.  I  am  fully  sensible  how  extremely 
disagreeable  the  cries  of  poverty  and  distress  are,  and  how  necessary  it  is 
that  punctual  payments  should  be  made  by  the  several  states  when  required 
by  Congress,  for  the  support  of  our  army  and  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 
And  it  is  as  indispensable  that  the  true  circumstaces  of  the  resources  of  the 
State  should  be  known,  in  order  that  more  should  not  be  required  than  it  is 
possible  to  attain. 

As,  gentlemen,  your  vocations  have  led  you  to  reside  chiefly  in  Philadel- 
phia for  some  time  past,  you  cannot  conceive  the  great  alterations  in  this 
State  with  respect  to  the  abilities  of  the  inhabitants  to  pay  their  taxes.  As 
this  State  is  small  in  extent,  and  heretofore  the  inhabitants  chiefly  depended 
upon  navigation  and  mercantile  employments,  that  resource  being  cut  off,  a 
great  number  of  persons  who  formerly  were  in  afiiuent  circumstances  are 
now  reduced  to  indigence,  Iheir  little  savings  being  expended.  The  circu- 
lating cash  hath  been,  in  a  great  measure,  collected  and  sent  out  of  this 
State  to  pay  our  army  when  to  the  westward,  and  for  other  purposes, 
whereby  the  scarcity  thereof  hath  become  uncommonly  great.  The  Quar- 
termaster's Department  here  hath  been  solely  supplied  by  money  from  this 
State,  to  send  provisions,  clothing,  &c.,  forward  to  the  grand  army.  And, 
as  the  money  collected  is  expended  without  this  State,  and  but  a  very  little 
staple  to  bring  it  in  again,  you  can  easily  account  for  our  poverty. 

This  State  affords  some  provisions  and  articles  of  clothing.  Coarse 
woolens,  blankets,  stockings,  shoes,  and  linen  are  manufactured  here,  and 
if  the  moneys  collected  from  the  inhabitants  were  to  be  expended  among 
them,  it  would  enable  them,  in  some  measure,  to  bear  their  burdens. 

As  we,  from  the  earliest  period  of  this  contest,  engaged  with  a  full  deter- 
mination to  exert  every  possible  means  to  attain  the  desirable  and  sought 
for  end,  we  still  hold  our  integrity.  I  make  no  doubt,  gentlemen,  you  will,  in 
the  most  pressing  terms,  place  our  real  situation  before  Mr.  Morris,  in  such 
a  light  that  he  may  notice  the  attention  of  this  State  and  cause  such  articles 
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to  be  supplied  by  us  as  will  be  a  means  of  retaining  the  small  quantity  of 
cash  within  it  for  a  circulating  medium. 

The  General  Assembly  will  meet  at  Providence  on  the  last  Monday  in 
January  next,  by  which  time  you  will  send  us  an  answer  respecting  this 
proposition. 

I  am,  &c. 

WILLIAIVI  GREENE. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  January  4th,  1782. 
We  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency  letters  of  the  18th  and  22d 
ult.  Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22d,  we  had  received  a 
letter  from  his  honor  the  Deputy  Governor,  enclosing  the  resolutions  of  the 
General  Assembly,  directing  us  to  confer  with  the  Superintendent  of  Finance, 
on  the  subject  matters  therein  contained.  That  no  time  might  be  lost,  we 
communicated  the  contents  to  the  Financier. 

"We  observed  that  he  was  sensible  of  the  force  of  the  arguments  con- 
tained in  the  resolutions,  but  he  thought  too  much  was  asked  for ;  that 
whatever  he  did  in  this  case,  must  be  general  to  all  the  states  ;  and  that  it 
was  his  wish,  to  give  them  every  assistance  that  was  necessary,  to  enable 
them  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  and  that  nothing  that  he 
could  do  for  that  purpose,  consistent  Avith  the  duties  of  his  office,  should  be 
wanting.  He  was  too  much  engaged  to  take  up  the  business,  so  as  to  ena- 
ble us  to  forward  an  answer  by  this  post,  but  promises  that  as  soon  as  he 
could  attend,  he  would  give  us  notice. 

"We  are  fully  impressed  with  the  force  of  your  arguments  respecting  the 
inability  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State,  to  pay  their  quota  of  the  tax  in 
specie,  that  is  required  by  Congress  for  the  present  year  ;  and  shall  enforce 
them  at  the  conference  with  the  Superintendent — and  you  may  be  assured 
that  nothing  that  is  in  our  power  will  be  omitted,  that  shall  appear  neces- 
sary to  obtain  the  request  of  the  honorable  the  General  Assembly.  As 
soon  as  the  business  is  finished,  we  will  give  you  the  earliest  informa- 
tion. 

"We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

"WILLIAM  ELLERY, 
EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  January  8th,  1782. 
Sir  :  — We  do  ourselves  the  honor  to  enclose  your  Excellency  a  letter  we 
have  received  from  the  Hon.  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Finance, 
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since  we  "wrote  you  yesterday.  We  can  say  nothing  more  on  this  subject 
at  present,  than  that  we  shall  see  Mr.  Morris  before  he  will  write  to  you, 
and  shall  endeavor  by  every  argument  in  our  power  to  convince  him  of  the 
necessity  there  is  that  he  should  speak  to  the  State  in  terms  that  are  clear 
and  decided,  and  tell  them  Avhat  he  will  do  in  this  business. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  humble  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY, 
EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

Robert  Morris  to  Delegates. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  8th,  1782. 
Gentlemen  :  — I  have  been  honored  with  the  communication  of  the  let- 
ter from  Gov.  Greene,  dated  the  22d  ult.,  and  the  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  passed  in  December  session,  and  have  consid- 
ered the  same  with  as  much  attention  as  the  shortness  of  the  time  and  my 
constant  hurry  of  business  could  possible  permit.  I  must  at  present  confine 
myself  to  a  general  assurance  on  the  subject,  that  I  am  entirely  disposed  to 
consider  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  every  state  in  the  Union,  and  to  adapt 
all  measures  dependent  on  me,  as  much  as  possible,  to  those  circumstances  ; 
always  guarding  against  injury  or  injustice  to  the  United  States.  You  will 
be  pleased  to  assure  the  government  of  your  State  of  this  disposition,  and 
that  I  will,  in  consequence  of  the  authority  vested  in  me,  appoint  a  receiver 
of  the  Continental  taxes  there,  and  give  him  such  instructions  from  time  to 
time  as  will  tend  to  the  ease  and  convenience  of  the  people,  and  promote  the 
expenditure  of  so  much  of  the  taxes  amongst  them,  as  I  can  do  consistently 
with  my  duty. 

I  will  do  myself  the  honor  to  write  the  Governor  fully  on  this  subject  by 
the  next  post,   and  therefore,  desire  to  retain  his  letter  and  the  resolution, 
until  I  have  done  so,  when  they  shall  be  returned. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  20th,  1782. 
Sir  :  — Nothing  of  importance  has  passed  Congress  since  we  last  had  the 
honor  of  addressing  your  Excellency.  The  affairs  of  Vermont ;  a  plan  for 
settling  the  accounts  between  the  several  states  and  the  individuals  thereof 
with  the  United  States  ;  an  amendment  of  the  ordinance  concerning  cap- 
tures on  water  ;  instructions  to  Captains  of  private  armed  vessels  ;  measures 
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for  effectually  bringing  into  port  and  securing  sea  prisoners,  in  order  to 
exchange  them  for  our  unhappy  fellow-citizens  condemned  to  loathsome 
prison  ships,  and  for  their  comfortable  support  and  accommodation  on  shore  ; 
a  report  for  establishing  a  mint ;  and  a  circular  letter  to  the  states,  founded 
on  communications  from  Europe,  and  a  letter  from  the  Superintendent  of  Fi- 
nance, are  upon  the  carpet.  When  Congress  shall  have  decided  thereon, 
your  Excellency  will  be  seasonably  furnished  with  their  decisions. 

We  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  speech 
of  the  British  King,  on  which  we  take  leave  to  make  this  single  observa- 
tion ;  that  although  it  is  as  temperate  as  might  be  expected,  yet  it  appears 
that  he  is  determined  to  prosecute  the  war. 

We  heartily  congratulate  with  you  on  our  allies  having  taken  possession  of 
the  Island  of  St.  Christopher's,  and  hoping  that  we  shall  soon  have  occasion 
to  rejoice  with  you  on  their  further  success. 

We  are,  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY, 
EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

Messrs.  Ellert  and  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  April  16th,  1782. 

Sir  :  — We  trust  that  our  silence  for  some  time  past  will  be  attributed 
not  to  a  neglect  of  duty,  but  to  its  true  cause — th6  want  of  something  to 
communicate  to  government  worthy  of  its  notice.  Our  time  since  Ave  wrote 
last,  has  been  employed  chiefly  in  attending  to  private  petitions  and  applica- 
tions, in  defining  more  particularly  the  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress, 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  ;  and  in 
devising  ways  to  reduce  the  numbers  and  salaries  of  staff  ofiicers. 

Sensible  of  the  burden  under  which  their  constituents  labor.  Congress 
is  desirous  to  alleviate  it  by  lessening  as  much  as  possible  the  expenses 
of  the  war ;  and  we  expect,  from  the  economical  measures  which  have 
been  and  will  be  taken,  a  considerable  reduction  will  be  made. 

The  principal  matters  which  hath  lately  come  before  us,  is  an  act  of  the 
state  of  Vermont,  complying  with  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  August 
last,  and  appointing  delegates  to  represent  them  in  that  body.  It,  and  other 
papers  relative  to  Vermont  were  and  stand  committed.  What  the  final 
result  will  be,  we  cannot  undertake  to  say. 

Some  states  will  oppose  their  being  admitted  into  the  Federal  Union, 
because  it  might  affect  the  balance  of  power  by  throwing  an  aditional  weight 
into  the  eastern  scale ;  and  because  it  might  be  a  precedent  for  augmenting 
the  number  of  the  confederated  states,  already  too  large.     They  will  be 
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agreeably  embarrassed  by  the  resolutiou  of  August  last ;  but  they  will 
endeavor  to  avoid  the  principle  strongly  implied  in  that  resolution,  by  oppos- 
ing the  former  now  compliance  of  the  state  of  Vermont  with  the  conditions 
on  Avhich  that  promise  is  founded,  to  their  present  compliance.  The  report 
of  a  committee  on  cessions  of  western  lands  to  the  United  States,  which  is 
also  a  matter  of  importance,  and  which  has  long  laid  upon  the  table,  is  this 
day  taken  up,  but  we  believe  will  not  be  speedily  determined. 

Yesterday  Congress  received  aleter  from  Gen.  Greene,  dated  at  Pon-pon, 
March  11th,  respecting  the  state  of  the  army  under  his  command.  Noth- 
ing new  has  occurred.  At  the  same  time  they  received  letters  from  Europe. 
One  from  Dr.  Franklin,  enclosing  two  letters  from  a  gentleman  in  Holland, 
one  of  them  dated  Amsterdam,  January  7th,  in  which  he  says  :  The  rage 
of  the  English  faction  has  increased  with  their  ill  sucesses  in  America  ;  that 
the  loan  for  five  millions  of  guilders  is  filled,  &c.  In  the  other,  dated  the  17th 
of  January,  he  mentions,  that  Mr.  Adams  had  demanded  a  categorical 
answer  to  his  propositions  for  entering  into  a  treaty  with  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, and  that  the  deputies  of  the  states  had  taken  the  same  ad  referendum. 
That  the  United  Provinces  will  not  make  a  truce  with  Great  Britain,  nor  sus- 
pend their  preparations  for  carrying  on  the  war  during  the  negotiations  for 
a  peace  under  the  mediation  of  the  Empress  of  Russia  ;  nor  will  they  make 
peace  with  Britain  unless  they  can  enjoy  all  the  rights  of  free  trade  accord- 
ing to  the  former  treaties,  and  the  present  armed  neutrality. 

A  letter  from  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  of  the  2d  of  January,  mentions  that 
Dr.  Franklin  had  made  him  his  political  aid-de«camp  ;  that  the  King,  his 
master,  had  great  affection  for  us  ;  and  that  he,  (the  Marquis,)  would  do 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  serve  us. 

Our  Commissioners  have  met  those  appointed  by  the  British  for  settling 
the  terms  of  a  cartel,  but  we  know  not  how  far  they  have  proceeded  in  that 
business. 

We  have  for  some  time  past  had  under  consideration,  measures  for  reliev- 
ing the  distresses  of  our  seamen  in  captivity,  but  have  waited  for  the  result 
of  the  conference,  in  order  to  come  to  a  determination.  We  have  only  to 
add  at  present,  that 

We  are  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY, 
EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

P.  S. — I  am  told  by  one  of  the  South  Carolina  delegates,  that  General 
Greene's  lady  arrived  at  head-quarters  the  22d  February. 
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Messrs.  Ellery  and  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  May  7th,  1782. 

Sir  :  —  In  the  last  letter  which  we  had  the  honor  to  write  to  your  Excel- 
lency, among  other  things  we  mentioned  that  a  report  on  cessions  of  western 
territory  to  the  United  States,  was  made  the  order  of  the  day,  and  that  we 
hoped  it  would  be  postponed. 

Since  that  time,  the  delegates  of  Virginia  have,  on  the  one  hand,  urged  a 
decision  on  their  cession  with  uncommon  art  and  industry,  while,  on  the 
other,  the  delegates  of  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland  have,  with  equal  diligence, 
endeavored  to  cause  the  whole  report  to  be  postponed  ;  and,  after  much 
manoeuvering,  it  was,  yesterday,  generally  postponed. 

Our  views  in  promoting  a  postponement  were,  that  the  General  Assem- 
bly might  be  made  acquainted  with  this  matter,  and  give  the  delegates  of 
the  State  their  instructions  thereon.  That  the  United  States  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  recommending  to  the  state  of  Virginia  and  other  states,  which 
may  have  claims  or  pretentions  of  claims  to  western  territory,  to  make 
unrestricted  and  unconditional  cession  thereof;  and  to  check  that  rage  for 
securing  extensive  possessions  by  sale  and  settlements,  which  hath  seized 
Virginia  and  induced  a  conduct  highly  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
States. 

With  a  proviso  that  should  secure  the  claims  of  the  other  states,  and  that 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  proposed  cession  of  New  York,  we  believe  that 
a  majority  would  agree  to  accept  that  cession.  But  neither  would  your 
delegates,  nor  the  delegates  of  the  states  before  mentioned,  accept  the 
restricted  cession  of  Virginia,  or  gaarrantee  the  tract  of  country  claimed  by 
them  in  their  act  of  cession,  unless  they  should  be  ordered  to  accept  thereof 
by  the  legislatures  of  their  respective  states. 

Besides  that  guaranty,  the  following  conditions  are  annexed  to  their  ces- 
sion : — 

That  the  state  of  Virginia  be  fully  reimbursed  her  actual  expenses  in 
reducing  the  British  posts  of  Kaskaskia  and  St.  Vincent,  the  expenses  of 
maintaining  garrisons  and  supporting  civil  government  there  since  the 
reduction  of  said  ports  ;  and,  in  general,  all  the  charge  she  has  incurred  on 
account  of  the  country,  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio  river,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  That  the  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants  and 
other  settlers  on  the  Kaskaskia,  St.  Vincent,  and  the  neighboring  villages, 
who  have  professed  themselves  citizens  of  Virginia,  shall  have  their  posses- 
sions and  titles  confirmed  to  them,  and  shall  be  protected,  &c.,  by  troops  at 
the  expense  of  the  United  States. 
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"We  are  not  informed  of  the  amount  of  the  expenses  mentioned  in  these 
conditions,  nor  can  we  pronounce  absolutely  how  far  the  proposed  guaranty 
and  a  declaration  that  royal  grants  inconsistent,  &c.,  are  absolutely  void, 
would  aifecl  the  claims  of  other  states  and  the  rights  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled ;  nor  can  we  tell  how  far  eastward  the  western 
boundary  of  these  states  may  be  established  by  a  peace. 

This  letter  will  be  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Cessions,  &c.  Copies  of  the  Acts  of  the  Cessions,  &c.,  will  be  trans- 
mitted as  soon  as  they  can  be  made  out. 

The  Minister  of  France  hath  lately,  through  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  requested  a  public  audience  in  order  to  deliver  to  the  President  a 
letter  from  his  Royal  Master  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
announcing  to  them  the  birth  of  the  Dauphin .  The  joy  of  Congress  on 
this  happy  occasion  will  be  manifested  by  a  discharge  of  cannon,  a  dis- 
play of  fireworks,  and  by  an  elegant  entertainment  for  the  Minister  of 
France. 

The  audience,  exhibitions,  and  entertainment  will  be  on  Monday  next. 
The  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  will  make  the  proper  communications  to 
the  respective  states,  and  we  are  sure  that  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations  will  not  be  backward  in  demonstrations  of  joy  on 
this  auspicious  event. 

Your  Excellency  will  observe  the  motion  of  General  Conway,  &c.  The 
British  wish  to  treat  with  the  United  States  separately  from  France,  and 
with  individual  states  separately,  if  they  could,  and  would  cajole  us  with 
ideas  of  pacification.  We  are  confident  that  Congress  will  not  recede  an 
inch  from  the  resolutions  they  solemnly  entered  into  upon  the  proposals 
made  by  the  last  set  of  Commissioners  ; — that  no  one  state  will  attend  to 
any  separate  propositions  that  may  be  made  to  it ;  —  and  that  our  states 
would  answer,  if  any  such  should  be  offered  to  it,  as  they  did  formerly  to 
the  propositions  of  Lord  Howe. 

Nor  will,  we  trust,  the  exertions  of  the  states  be  in  the  least  degree 
relaxed  by  any  resolutions  of  the  British  House  of  Commons,  not  to  carry 
on  an  offensive  war  against  America  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  hope  that 
we  shall  have  such  a  respectable  army  in  the  field  as,  with  the  assistance 
we  may  receive  from  our  generous  ally,  may  enable  us  to  operate  not  only 
offensively,  but  effectually  against  our  enemies.  Finding  themselves  inca- 
pable of  subduing  us  by  force,  they  are  recurring  to  their  old  artifices.  They 
are  reporting  through  Europe  that  we  are  a  weak  and  divided  people,  in 
order  to  influence  the  mediating,  and  other  powers  against  us ;  and,  to  con- 
vince the  world  that  this  is  the  case,  and  to  lull  us  asleep,  they  are  coming 
again  with  the  olive  branch  in  their  mouth.  But  it  will  not  be  forgot- 
24 
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ten  that,  under  the  same  peaceful,  dove-like  appearance,  an  insidious  ser 
pent  has  lurked  ; — have  lurked  stratagems  and  death. 

We  ask  pardon  for  having  extended  our  observations  so  far  on  this  piece 
of  intelligence.  Even  a  hint  of  this  sort  to  a  State  so  spirited,  so  sagacious 
and  so  guarded  as  that  of  Rhode  Island,  would  require  an  apology. 

Gen.  Washington's  Commissioners -for  a  cartel  have  returned  without 
effecting  anything.  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  Commissioners  were  not  empow- 
ered to  settle  a  general  cartel.  Indeed,  their  powers  were  ostensible  only. 
Every  thing  was  referred  to  him  by  them.  He  refused  to  pay  the  balance 
due  for  subsisting  their  soldiers  in  our  possession,  and  would  not  advance  a 
farthing  for  the  support  of  them.  He  was  willing  to  give  seamen  for  sol- 
diers, or  a  trifling  sum  of  money  for  each  soldier. 

Our  Commissioners  were  instructed  by  the  General  to  insist  upon  better 
accommodations  for  our  sea  prisoners.  Admiral  Digby's  powers  to  their 
Conmaissioners  were  much  short  of  expectation.  He  was  willing  to  exchange 
seamen  for  soldiers,  and  this  was  all,  he  said,  that  wanted  regulation. 

The  report  on  the  affair  of  Vermont  is  untouched,  and  will  not  be  stirred 
until  it  shall  appear  that  some  advantage  will  result  from  agitating  it. 

Yesterday,  Congress  received  letters  from  Mr.  Carniichael,  of  the  18th 
and  27th  of  February,  confirming  the  news  of  the  reduction  of  Minorca. 
The  garrison  capitulated  in  twenty  days  after  the  trenches  were  opened. 
The  fortifications  are  to  be  levelled  and  the  port  obstructed,  so  as  not  to 
admit  large  vessels,  and  the  troops  employed  against  Mahon  are  to  be 
employed  against  Gibraltar,  the  siege  of  which  will  be  pushed,  as  the  tak- 
ing of  it  is  a  favorite  object  of  his  Catholic  Majesty. 

We  have  communicated  every  thing  of  any  moment  that  we  could  bring 
to  our  recollection,  and  are,  w^ith  sentiments  of  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

Congress,  during  this  year,  also  held  their  session  in  Phila- 
delphia. Samuel  Huntington  occupied  the  chaii-,  as  Presi- 
dent. Ill  health  compelled  him  to  resign  the  office  on  the 
6th  of  July,  1781,  and  Samuel  Johnson,  a  delegate  from 
North  Carolina,  was  appointed  his  successor.  Mr.  Johnson 
declined  the  oifice,  and  Thomas  McKean,  of  Delaware,  was 
appointed  in  his  stead.  When  the  new  Congress  was  organ- 
ized, on  the  first  Monday  in   November,  1781,   they  elected 
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John  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  for  their  President.  He  being 
unable  from  sickness  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  office,  Dan- 
iel Carroll,  of  Maryland,  was  chosen  chairman  of  Congress, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  sickness  of  the  President. 

Mr.  Yarnum  was  present  in  Congress  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  term  of  office,  under  his  election  in  May,  1781. 
Mr.  Mowry  took  his  seat  in  Congress  on  the  20th  of  July 
following.  They  continued  the  only  delegates  present  until 
November  19th,  when  they  were  relieved  by  Mr.  EUery 
and  Mr.  Cornell,  who  had  ceased  to  be  disqualified  to  act  as 
members  by  reason  of  their  appointments,  the  one  in  the 
Board  of  Admii-alty,  and  the  other  in  the  Board  of  War.  The 
board  first  named  was  dissolved  by  Congress  in  August,  and 
the  duties  devolved  on  the  •'  Agent  of  the  Marine."  The 
Board  of  War  was  also  abolished  during  the  year,  and  the 
business  of  that  department  entrusted  to  a  "Secretary  of  War." 
Messrs.  EUery  and  Cornell  remained  in  Congress  until  the 
expiration  of  their  term  of  office,  in  May,  1782. 

From  the  Journals  of  Congress  it  appears  that  jMr.  Varnum 
served  on  many  committees  while  he  was  present.  Many  of 
them  related  to  private  indi\dduals  and  their  claims,  and  are 
therefore  not  here  referred  to.  In  regard  to  others,  appa- 
rently of  a  public  nature,  the  notice  of  them  in  the  journals 
is  so  brief  that  most  of  them  are  here  omitted. 

On  the  21st  of  August,  on  the  report  of  a  committee  of 
which  he  was  chairman,  '•'  the  Commander-in-Chief  was 
authorized  to  go  into  a  full  exchange  of  Lieut.  General  Bur- 
goyne  and  all  the  remaining  officers  of  the  convention  of  Sara- 
toga." On  his  motion  on  the  23d  of  August,  the  President 
was  requested  to  urge  the  states,  by  a  circular  letter,  to  send 
full  representations  to  Congress.  On  the  29th  of  the  same 
month  the  case  of  Col.  Haynes  and  the  ill  treatment  that  he 
received  from  the  British  commandant  at  Charleston,  was 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  of  which  he  was  one.     On 
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the  same  day,  on  the  report  of  a  committee  of  which  he  was 
a  member,  Congress  resolved  to  appoint  an  Agent  of  the  Ma- 
rine in  place  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  with  like  powers. 
The  letter  of  Gen.  Washington  communicating  intelligence 
of  the  surrender  of  Earl  Cornwallis  and  the  garrison  at  York 
and  Gloucester,  was  on  the  24th  of  October,  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three,  of  whom  Mr.  Varnum  was  one,  to  report 
"  what  in  their  opinion  will  be  the  most  proper  mode  of  com- 
municating the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
asembled,  to  General  Washington,  Count  de  Rochambeau, 
and  Count  de  Grasse,  for  their  effectual  exertions  in  accom- 
plishing this  illustrious  work  ;  and  of  paying  respect  to  the 
merit  of  Lieut.  Col.  Tilghman,  aid-de-camp  to  Gen.  Wash- 
ington and  the  bearer  of  his  despatches  announcing  this  hap- 
py event."  This  committee  reported  by  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted  Oct.  29th.  He  was  also  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee of  three,  who  on  the  same  day  reported  a  series  of 
resolutions  of  thanks  to  Major  General  Greene  and  the  men 
under  his  command,  for  their  gallant  conduct  in  the  action 
near  Eutaw  Springs.  He  was  also  one  of  the  committee  on 
the  letter  of  Gen.  Greene,  of  the  fii'st  of  September,  enclos- 
ing his  proceedings  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 
and  Chickasaw  Indians. 

A  committee  of  which  Mr.  Cornell  was  a  member,  on  the 
10th  of  December,  reported  the  number  of  men  to  be  raised 
by  each  state  for  the  year  ensuing.  The  arrangement  of  the 
medical  department,  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  of 
whom  one  was  Mr.  Cornell,  reported  by  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted  on  the  5th  of  January.  On  the  10th  of  January, 
a  committee  of  which  he  was  chairman,  reported  a  plan  for 
conducting  the  inspector's  department,  which  was  also  adopt- 
ed. He  was  generally  a  member  of  committees  raised  on 
matters  relating  to  the  army,  or  to  the  department  of  the 
Secretary  at  War,  then  recently  established.  His  connection 
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with  the  Board  of  War  fitted  him  particularly  for  such  busi- 
ness. The  services  of  Mr.  EUery  were  generally  called  for 
on  committees  relating  to  marine  matters,  whether  of  a  public 
or  private  nature. 

On  the  21st  of  February  a  committee  of  which  Mr.  Cor- 
nell was  a  member,  on  the  establishment  of  a  mint,  reported 
by  resolution  dii'ecting  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  to  re- 
port a  plan  for  one.  An  officer  to  be  styled  "  the  Secretary 
of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs,"  was  reported  by  a  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Ellery 
was  chairman,  to  be  established.  His  duties  and  powers  are 
prescribed  in  the  report  which  was  adopted  by  Congress. 

It  would  seem  from  the  Journals  of  Congress  that  Mr. 
Ellery  and  Mr.  Cornell  were  active  and  efficient  members. 


CHAPTER    YIII 

1782  TO  MAY,  1783. 


John  Collins,  Ezekiel  Cornell,  Jonathan  Arnold,  and  David  Howell 
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At  the  General  Election,  1782,  Joh)i  Collins,  Ezekiel 
Cornell,  Jonathan  Arnold,  and  David  Howell  were  elected 
delegates  to  Congress  for  the  year  commencing  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  May. 

The  Assembly,  having  taken  no  order  as  to  the  attendance 
of  the  delegates,  the  Governor  of  the  State,  it  seems, 
with  the  advice  of  other  officers,  requested  Mr.  Howell  to 
proceed  to  Philadelphia  and  represent  the  State  in  Congress, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Ellery,  whose  term  of  office  expu'ed  on 
the  first  Wednesday  in  May. 

At  the  June  session,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted : — 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  write  to  the  delegates  of  this  State  now  in  Congress,  to  use  their  utmost 
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influence  in  Congress  to  have  some  effectual  measures  adopter!,  for  the 
speedy  discharge  of  the  certificates,  which  have  been  issued  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  by  their  quartermasters  and  commissaries,  for  services  per- 
formed and  articles  supplied  for  the  army  of  the  United  States,  And  also 
to  provide  effectually  for  the  speedy  calling  in  and  sinking  the  bills  of  the 
old  Continental  emissions,  which  are  yet  outstanding. 

It  is  Voted  and  Kesolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  and 
he  is  hereby  requested  to  write  to  the  State's  delegates  an  answer  to  their 
letter,  relative  to  the  exclusive  claims  of  some  states  to  the  vacant  lands  in 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  to  inform  them  that  this  State  conceives 
itself  to  be  invested  with  a  perfect  and  indisputable  right,  in  common  with 
her  sister  states,  to  the  said  lands. 

And  it  is  further  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  this  State's  delegates 
be  and  they  hereby  are  instructed  to  use  their  influence  in  Congress  for  a 
proportionate  division  of  the  said  lands  accordingly. 

That  the  Governor  wrote  as  requested,  though  no  copy 
can  be  found,  may  be  inferred  from  the  following  letter  from 
Messrs.  Cornell  and  Howell :  — 

Messrs.  Cornell  and  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  July  19th,  1782. 
Sir  :  — "We  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 


ult.,  and  the  enclosed  resolutions  of  the  honorable  the  General  Assembly. 
You  may  be  assured  that  proper  attention  will  always  be  paid  on  our  part, 
to  any  instructions,  which  that  honorable  body  may  think  proper  to  honor  us 
with,  and  particularly  to  those  now  received.  We  have  a  proper  sense  of 
the  principle  and  justice  on  which  they  are  founded,  and  are  fully  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  the  objects  that  the  State  wish  to  obtain.  Yet  such 
is  our  embarrassed  situation,  that  we  dare  not  at  present  flatter  you  that  we 
shall  soon  be  able  to  obtain  that  justice,  which  is  due  to  the  State  on  account 
of  the  old  money  or  back  lands.  The  same  time  we  take  the  liberty  to 
assure  you  that  we  will  endeavor  to  obtain  those  desirable  objects  by  em- 
bracing every  favorable  moment. 

It  is  now  believed  that  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries  have 
acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  and  received  Mr. 
Adams  in  his  official  character  of  Ambassador.  This  intelligence  depends 
altogether  on  the  authenticity  of  the  public  newspapers.  No  official  letters 
have  been  received  from  Europe  of  a  later  date  than  about  the  last  of  March 
or  first  of  April.  We  have  little  doubt  but  that  this  glorious  news  is  true, 
and  if  so,  is  an  event  that  cannot   but  be  favorable  to  the  United  States, 
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notwithstanding  we  are  informed  from  good  authority  that  a  Minister  at 
the  Hague,  from  a  respectable  northern  power,  used  every  means  in  his 
power  with  their  high  mightinesses,  to  prevent  its  taking  place.  We  there- 
fore, cannot  undertake  to  say,  what  effect  it  may  have  in  the  different  courts 
of  Europe. 

We  are  altogether  at  a  loss  to  say  what  measures  the  court  of  Great  Brit- 
ain intend  to  pursue,  having  received  no  intelligence  from  Europe  that  is  to 
be  relied  on  since  the  ministry  entered  upon  their  administration,  neither 
have  we  any  reason  to  suppose  that  Sir  Guy  Carlton  has  received  any 
instructions  from  them.  It  appears  probable  that  this  summer  will  be  spent 
by  them  in  fixing  their  plans.  Whether  they  will  be  for  war  or  peace  is  at 
present  altogether  uncertain.  But  in  our  opinion,  let  them  adopt  which 
they  will,  they  will  prosecute  the  one  they  do  adopt,  in  earnest. 

Congress  has  been  employed  for  a  long  time  in  the  common  business  that 
daily  presents  itself,  without  doing  any  thing  that  particularly  deserves  your 
notice.  There  are  several  committees  that  have  business  of  consequence 
under  consideration,  on  which  it  is  probable  they  will  soon  report. 

His  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  been  a  week  in  this  city. 
His  journey  to  this  place  was  in  consequence  of  a  previous  appointment  to 
meet  the  Count  de  Rochambeau.  Their  meeting  was  according  to  the  appoint- 
ment. Several  committees  of  Congress  have  had  conferences  with  the  Gen- 
eral since  he  has  been  in  this  place  on  business  of  importance.  And  we 
have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  we  have  every  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  most  perfect  harmony  subsists  between  him  and  Congress  at  this  time. 
His  stay  from  the  army  will  be  short. 

We  beg  you  will  excuse  us  on  account  of  the  barenness  of  this  letter  as 
well  as  for  our  fault  of  not  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  yours  at  an  earlier 
period.  We  waited  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  communicate  something  wor- 
thy your  notice. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  humble  servants, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL, 
DAVID  HOWELL. 

It  appears  from  the  following  resolution,  passed  by  the 
Assembly  at  the  June  session,  1782,  that  some  inquiry  had 
been  made  in  Congress  relative  to  the  boundaries  of  this 
State.  It  is  in  vain  to  conjecture  what  was  the  design  of  the 
inquiry.  The  reply  was  definite,  in  the  terms  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution : — 
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It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be 
requested  to  inform  the  delegates  of  this  State,  that  this  General  Assembly 
have  duly  considered  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  for  the 
United  States,  respecting  this  State's  boundaries,  and  inform  them  that  the 
claims  of  this  State  with  respect  to  boundaries  are  confined  to  those  which 
are  particularly  specified  and  described  in  its  original  charter,  and  that  the 
delegates  be  requested  to  acquaint  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  with 
this  resolution,  and  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  the  charter  referred  to. 

At  a  session  of  the  General  Assembly  held  in  August,  it 
was  resolved  that  Mr.  Collins  be  requested  to  proceed  to 
Philadelphia  on  the  3d  of  December  next,  and  take  his  seat 
and  supply  the  place  of  Mr.  Howell,  and  that  Mr.  Arnold 
be  requested  to  relieve  Mr.  Cornell,  who  was  desirous  of 
visiting  his  family  as  soon  as  he  conveniently  could. 

At  the  same  session  they  fixed  the  pay  of  the  delegates  for 
the  future,  at  the  rate  of  four  Spanish  milled  dollars  per  day 
for  each  and  every  day  employed  in  said  service  ;  the  said 
allowance  to  be  in  full,  including  all  expenses,  "  and  that  the 
allowance  stipulated  as  aforesaid,  commence  on  the  20th  of 
June  last." 

The  folloTving  instructions,  prepared  by  a  committee,  were 
given  to  the  delegates  at  the  October  session  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  directed  to  be  transmitted  to  them  without 
delay : — 

That  the  delegates  of  this  State  be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed,  to 
preserve  and  cultivate  a  good  understanding  with  each  other. 

To  pay  a  strict  regard  to  the  instructions,  which,  from  time  to  time,  may 
be  given  them  from  this  General  Assembly. 

To  contend  earnestly  for  this  State's  proportion  of  vacant  or  back  lands. 

To  press  the  redemption  of  the  outstanding  Continental  bills  of  credit. 

To  adhere  closely  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 

To  exert  themselves  against  half  pay  to  retiring  officers,  or  to  officers  who 
shall  continue  in  service  during  the  war. 

To  obtain  a  regulation  of  the  weight  and  value  of  gold  and  silver  coins, 
and  to  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures  throughout  the  United 
States. 
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Not  to  accept  of  any  post  or  place  of  profit  under  Congress,  or  any  ser- 
vant of  Congress,  nor  receive  any  emolument  from  any  such  office  held  by 
another  until  six  months  after  they  shall  have  resigned  their  office  as  dele- 
gate, and  the  same  shall  have  been  accepted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State,  or  they  shall  have  been,  for  that  time,  discharged  therefrom  by  their 
constituents  ;  and  that  they  use  their  influence  to  get  a  resolution  passed, 
that  none  of  their  members  shall  have  a  like  office  until  six  months  after 
they  cease  to  be  members. 

To  vindicate  and  support,  with  a  becoming  firmness,  on  all  occasions,  such 
of  the  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  as  respect  the  United  States 
at  large,  and  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  prevent  any  infringement  being 
made  on  the  sovereignty  and  independence  thereof. 

The  instructions  were  drawn  up  by  John  Brown,  repre- 
sentative from  Providence,  William  Ellery,  from  Newport, 
and  John  Dexter,  from  Cumberland.  What  gave  rise  to 
them  is  left  to  conjecture.  The  last  clause  brings  forcibly 
to  mind  the  instructions  given  to  the  delegates  in  May,  1776, 
on  the  same  subject. 

EzEKiEL  Cornell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  July  31,  1782. 
Sir  :  — T  need  not  mention  to  your  Excellency,  the  length  of  time  I  have 
been  absent  from  my  family,  neither  do  I  conceive  it  necessary  to  use  any 
arguments  to  urge  the  honorable  the  General  Assembly  to  give  directions 
that  I  be  speedily  relieved.  The  frequent  indulgences  that  I  have  received 
from  them  make  it  unnecessary.  I  therefore,  wait,  in  full  confidence  that  that 
honorable  body  will  cheerfully  give  me  the  indulgence  asked  for,  by  order- 
ing me  relieved  as  soon  as  justice  and  policy  will  permit.  Patiently  look- 
ing for  your  answer, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

EZEKIEL  CORNELL. 

It  had  become  evident  before  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
had  been  adopted  by  all  the  states,  that  when  adopted  they 
would  not  vesc  in  Congress  sufficient  powers  to  cairy  on  the 
government  successfully.  Gen.  Varnum  in  a  letter  to  Gov. 
Greene,  under  date  of  April  2, 1781,  seemed  fully  impressed 
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with  the  necessity  of  calling  a  General  Convention,  "to  revise 
and  reform  their  Articles  of  Confederation,  to  define  the  aggre- 
gate powers  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  fix 
the  Executive  departments  and  ascertain  their  authority." 
Their  deficiency  in  relation  to  revenue  had  become  fully  de- 
veloped in  1782.  The  purse  strings  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  several  sovereign  states  that  composed  the  Union.  Con- 
gress had  no  means  of  raising  money,  except  the  issuing  of 
baseless  bills  of  credit,  and  requisitions  on  those  states,  and 
foreign  and  domestic  loans.  The  depreciation  in  value  of 
bills  of  credit,  kept  pace  with  the  amount  issued,  and  had 
increased  so  much  that  they  were  almost  withdrawn  from  cir- 
culation. Some  of  the  states  were  negligent  and  others 
unable  to  pay  the  requisitions  made  on  them.  Loans  could 
not  be  readily  effected  on  terms,  or  for  amounts  necessary  to 
meet  the  emergencies  occurring.  Each  state  had  equal  right 
with  Congress  to  issue  bills  of  credit,  and  many  resorted  to 
it  as  a  supply  of  their  pressing  necessity  for  a  circulating 
medium.  So  each  state  levied  such  duties  as  it  pleased  on 
foreign  imports  and  prize  goods,  controlled  only  by  its  own 
interests.  The  consequence  was,  a  diff'erence  in  the  amount 
of  duties  in  diff'erent  states,  and  uncertainty  in  all,  as  the  tarifi" 
of  duties  in  each  could  be  changed  to  secure  advantages 
which  might  appear  endangered  from  the  legislation  of  ad- 
joining states. 

As  a  remedy  for  these  evils,  Congress  on  the  3d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1781,  proposed  that  the  states  should  invest  them  with 
power  to  levy  and  collect  a  five  per  cent,  impost  on  all  for- 
eign and  prize  goods  imported  into  any  of  the  United  States. 
The  main  and  primary  object  proposed  in  asking  for  this 
grant,  was  to  enable  Congress  to  pay  the  interest  and  prin- 
cipal on  the  Continental  debt,  both  domestic  and  foreign. 
The  unanimous  consent  of  all  the  states  was  requisite  to  per- 
fect the  grant,  and  Congress  caused  the  proposition  to  be 
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forwarded  to  the  states  to  be  laid  before  their  legislatures  for 
that  purpose. 

It  does  not  appear  to  have  attracted  much  attention  in  this 
State  until  about  the  commencement  of  the  year  1782.  Rob- 
ert Morris,  Financier  of  Congress,  referred  to  it  in  a  letter  to 
Gov.  Greene,  in  the  summer  or  fall  of  1781,  which  drew  from 
the  Governor  the  following  reply:  "  With  respect  to  the 
impost  of  five  per  cent,  recommended  by  Congress  to  be  laid 
upon  all  imports  and  exports,  at  present  we  are  unable  to 
determine  upon  the  utility  of  that  measure.  As  the  revenue 
arising  therefrom  in  this  State^  would  not  be  worth  collect- 
ing, we  shall  wait  until  our  sister  states  have  adopted  the 
same,  and  whatever  is  of  advantage  to  the  Union,  we  shall 
cheerfully  accede  to." 

During  the  spring  and  summer  of  1782,  it  became  a  mat- 
ter of  discussion  both  in  and  out  of  the  Assembly,  as  some  of 
the  states  had  made  the  grant.  It  probably  led  to  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  the  delegates  by  the  Assembly  in  August,  if  it 
did  not  influence  their  election  in  the  spring.  The  follow- 
ing letter  from  Mr.  Howell  to  the  Governor,  expresses  his 
views  and  the  results  of  the  action  of  other  states  on  the  sub- 
ject : 

David  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  30th  July,  1782. 

Sir  :  — It  being  impracticable  for  a  new  member  of  Congress  soon  to 
comprehend  our  great  national  concernments,  and  the  views  and  purposes 
of  principal  men  in  the  various  departments,  and  especially  the  complicated 
system  of  European  policy,  you  will  not  expect  such  profitable  communica- 
tions from  me,  at  present,  as  are  to  be  expected  from  my  colleague,  who 
has  every  advantage  to  be  derived  from  experience  in  military  and  political 
life.  I  shall,  however,  neglect  no  opportunity  of  transmitting  every  intelli- 
gence from  time  to  time  which  may  be  in  my  power,  and  which  may  aiFect 
the  interests  of  my  constituents. 

Eleven  states  have  transmitted  copies  of  their  acts  vesting  Congress  with 
a  power  to  levy  and  collect  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  imports  and  prize 
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goods  ;  all  of  which  acts  are  passed  on  the  express  condition  that  the  meas- 
ure shall  be  universally  adopted  throughout  the  United  States,  and  some  of 
them  have  other  conditions  annexed  ;  such  as  the  following  : 

That  after  a  term  of  years  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  state  to  substi- 
tute some  other  revenue  equally  productive,  and  which  shall  be  approved  of 
by  Congress  ;  that  no  part  of  the  revenue  shall  ever  be  appropriated  to  the 
discharge  of  half  pay  pensions  ;  that  the  state  retain  a  right  of  appointing 
or  suspending  the  train  of  revenue  affairs,  within  its  jurisdiction,  &c.  &c. 
Whereon  I  shall  only  observe,  that  a  reluctance  against  the  measure  appears 
from  the  mode  of  compliance  therewith  in  some  instances. 

A  committee  was  lately  appointed  in  Congress  to  enquire  into  the  rea- 
sons why  the  other  states  had  not  complied  with  this  recommendation,  before 
whom,  on  notice  and  request,  the  delegates  for  the  states  of  Georgia,  and 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  appeared,  to  give  information. 
Having  discovered,  on  my  arrival  in  this  city,  that  all  the  members  of  Con- 
gress, as  well  as  the  inhabitants,  were  universally  in  favor  of  the  impost, 
and  concluding  that  my  single  voice  would  be  unavailing  against  the  gene- 
ral current,  I  cautiously  avoided  entering  unnecessarily  into  the  discussion 
of  the  subject,  but  being  called  on  this  occasion  to  assign  the  reasons  which 
induced  a  delay  on  the  part  of  my  constituents,  a  fair  opportunity  opened 
and  I  embraced  it  with  pleasure,  to  lay  before  the  committee  the  following 
representations : 

That  the  maritime  situation  of  our  State  peculiarly  exposes  us  to  the 
attacks  of  an  enemy  in  a  time  of  war.  By  a  coup  de  main,  an  enemy  may  lay 
waste  cur  seaport  towns  all  around  the  Narragansett  Bay,  destroy  our  navi- 
gation, and  plunder  the  whole  treasure  of  our  little  State  ;  in  which  said 
catastrophe  the  value  of  the  State  would  be  reduced  to  that  of  a  county  in 
the  neighboring  states ;  and  yet  we  should  have  no  claim  in  virtue  of  any 
compact  or  stipulation,  on  the  Federal  Union  for  a  reimbursement.  That  in 
fact,  this  had  partially  taken  place,  our  State  having  been  invaded  and  plun- 
dered, our  towns  partially  burnt  and  partly  torn  down,  and  our  navigation 
reduced  to  a  very  low  ebb  ;  so  that,  out  of  the  ancient  and  once  wealthy 
town  of  Newport,  which,  in  the  year  1774,  sent  to  sea  nearly  one  hundred 
and  fifty  sail,  three  only  were  at  sea  in  March,  1782.  Wherefore,  if  any 
substantial  revenue  could  be  derived  from  a  duty  on  trade,  this  benefit 
ought  in  all  right  and  justice,  to  belong  solely  and  exclusively  to  the  State, 
in  compensation  for  losses  already  sustained,  and  as  a  security  against  still 
more  fatal  evils  to  be  apprehended  in  all  future  wars.  That  this  was  the 
voice  of  nature,  the  voice  of  reason,  and  the  voice  of  Confederation,  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  which  had  in  this  particular,  secured  to  us 
our  bii'th-right,  viz. :  the  whole  entire  emoluments  of  our  own  trade. 
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It  was  moreover  represented,  that  in  fact  the  measure  in  its  present  form, 
tended  to  raise  a  revenue  within   our  State,   and  from  the  earnings  of  its 
inhabitants,  to  be  carried  to  the  general  credit  of  the  United  States,  in  as 
much  as  not  only,  in  the  first  instance,  would  the  merchant  be  compelled  to 
pay  the  duty  at  all  events  on  importation,  which  it  might  or  might  not  be  in 
his  power  to   superadd  to  the  pi'ice   of  his  merchandise,  but  admitting  the 
duty  to  be  superadded,  and  the  revenue  to  be  wholly  drawn  out  of  the  coc- 
sumer,  in  respect  to  individuals,  and  the  second,  a  no  less  obvious  inequality, 
in  respect  to  the  several  states  ;  and  that  our   State   would  feel  this  griev- 
ance more  sensibly  than  any  other  state   in  the  Union,  as   consisting  more 
of  merchants,  manufacturers  and  tradesmen,  who  are   chiefly  subsisted  on 
imported  goods,  and  consuming  a  greater  pi-oportion  of  dutied  articles,  would 
pay  an  unequal  part  of  a  revenue  to  be  appropriated  to  the  common  bene- 
fit of  the  Union.     Another  consequence  would  be,  the  rise  of  the  prices  of 
such  articles  of  country  produce   as  may  be    substituted  in  lieu  of  imported 
articles,  which  would,  no  doubt,  continue  to  bear  nearly  their  usual  propor- 
tion to  each  other,   and   being  drawn  from  our  neighboring  state,  although 
by  an  inland  communication,   they  would  thus    in  fact,  come  charged  with 
five  per  cent,  duty,  which  would  be  pernicious  to  our  interests,  and  increas- 
ingly so  in  all   future  time.     And  moreover,  that  inland  duties  imposed  at 
the  pleasure  of  our  neighbors,  on  specific  articles  in  addition  to  their  prices 
thus  unnaturally  raised,  (which  by  the  way,   the  Confederation  authorized 
them  to  impose,)  and  temporary  embargo,  the  effects  of  which  we  had  sorely 
felt  during  the  State  bill,  might  lay  us  wholly  at  their  mercy  and  precipitate 
our  ruin  ;  while  on  the  contrary,  should  trade  remain  unfettered  with  duties 
and  free  to  all  the  world,  while  our  ports  remained  open,  supplies  might  be 
drawn  from  any  part  of  the   world,  whereby  we  might  be  enabled  to  treat 
with  our  neighbors,  however  extensive  their  territory,  or  however  overbear- 
ing their  temporary  insolence,  upon  terms  of  equality. 

It  was  further  represented,  that  it  derogated  from  the  sovereignty  and 
independence  of  the  state  for  the  United  States,  to  draw  a  revenue  for  their 
benefit  out  of  our  State,  and  to  collect  it  by  their  officers.  For  that  all 
moneys  raised  in  a  sovereign  state  ought  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  that  sove- 
reignty exclusively,  and  all  civil  officers  acting  in  a  sovereign  state,  ought  to 
be  authorized  by  and  accountable  to  that  sovei'eignty ;  the  contrary,  being 
a  solecism  in  politics,  and  in  this  case  injurious  to  the  State.  That  such  was 
the  state  of  mankind  that  the  experience  of  ages  evinced  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty of  collecting  duties  on  trade  ;  that  this  difficulty  would  be  less  should  the 
duty  proposed  be  laid  on  by  the  state  for  its  own  benefit  and  greater  in  the 
measure  proposed.  In  the  former  case  it  would  be  the  interest  of  every  citi- 
zen to  aid  in  the  collecting,  with  a  view  of  lightening  his  own  tax  thereby  ; 
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in  the  latter,  he  would  not  only  promole  his  own  particular  interest  by  avoid- 
ing the  duty  in  his  own  case,  but  the  interest  of  his  state  in  abetting  others 
in  the  practice.  Therefore,  it  was  not  probable  that  the  measure  proposed 
was  practicable,  at  least  so  as  to  afford  any  considerable  net  produce,  after 
deducting  the  vast  expenses  of  the  numerous  officers  necessary  in  the  collect- 
ing and  after  management  thereof.  That  the  term  of  its  duration  was  excep- 
tionable and  precluded  the  state  from  the  possibility  of  revoking  their  grant 
in  any  future  period,  should  experience  prove  it  ever  so  unprofitable  and 
ruinous. 

That  Congress  were  not  to  be  accountable  for  the  amount  or  expenditure 
of  this  revenue,  but  on  the  contrary,  it  was  to  be  absolutely  at  their  disposal 
during  a  term  of  time  Avhich  would  be  wholly  in  their  power.  That  perhaps 
it  might  really  be  the  interest  of  the  United  States  never  to  discharge  all 
the  debts  contracted,  and  to  be  contracted  during  the  war,  and  if  so,  the 
duty,  by  the  terms  of  the  grant,  was  to  remain  to  posterity. 

That  however  safely  this  extraordinary  uncontrollable  and  unaccountable 
power  might  be  granted  to  the  present  Congress,  a  change  of  times  and  of 
men  might  bring  forth  abuses  at  present  unthought  of,  and  cause  us  to  rue 
the  fatal  day  when  we  so  rashly  divested  ourselves  and  that  irrevocably,  of 
a  power  naturally  inherent  in  the  several  states  and  guaranteed  and  served 
to  us  in  Confederation.  It  was  further  represented,  that  the  measure  proposed 
in  addition  to  all  the  evils  aforesaid,  had  an  unpromising  effect  upon  the 
morals  of  the  community  at  large,  by  multiplying  oaths,  by  increasing  temp- 
tations to  perjury,  both  in  affairs  of  the  customs  and  in  citizens,  and  by  nour- 
ishing in  idleness  an'd  luxury  a  numerous  train  of  collectors,  comptrollers 
searchers,  tide-waiters,  clerks,  &c.  &c.,  whereby  the  country  would  lose 
the  benefit  of  their  industry  and  incur  the  additional  charge  of  their  sup- 
port, and  that  not  to  create  a  revenue,  but  only  in  order  to  throw  taxation  out 
of  its  present  channel,  and  to  bring  the  weight  thereof  upon  particular 
sets  or  descriptions  of  men  in  the  community  to  their  great  and  lasting 
injury. 

That  it  did  not  appear  as  yet,  in  what  manner  Congress  would  enforce 
the  law  proposed,  whether  prosecutions  were  to  be  commenced,  and  penalties 
were  to  be  recoverable  in  the  common  courts  of  justice,  or  whether  mari- 
time courts  were  to  be  empowered  to  have  cognizance  thereof,  and  that 
the  general  plan  for  the  execution  of  the  law  might  affect  the  propriety  of 
making  the  grant  in  question. 

That  I  had  lately  received  pointed  instructions  to  make  urgent  applica- 
tion to  Congress  in  behalf  of  my  constituents  for  a  participation  in  the 
vacant  or  back  lands  to  which  they  claimed,  for  reasons  the  most  substan- 
tial, a  good  right  in  common  Avith  their  sister  states.     That  Congress  had 
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hitherto  delayed  to  come  to  an  ultimate  decision  hereon — and  as  some  states 
pertinaciously  persisted  in  claiming  exclusive  rights  to  said  lands,  it  was 
not  to  be  expected  that  our  State  would  part  with  all  the  benefits  of  its  mar- 
itime situation  until  some  assurance  could  be  obtained  of  a  participation  in 
common  with  other  states  in  the  back  lands,  which  ought  to  be  considered 
as  a  continental  acquisition,  and  to  be  appropriated  accordingly  ;  but  this 
was  throAvn  out  as  a  reason  of  the  delay  in  question,  only  conjecturally,  not 
being  so  assigned  in  the  instructions  referred  to.  After  proposing  the  fol- 
lowing alterations,  viz. : 

1st.  That  each  state  retain  the  power  of  choosing  the  officers  of  the  rev- 
enue to  be  coUected  within  its  own  jurisdiction  ; 

2d.  That  the  revenue  arising  from  this  duty  be  carried  to  the  credit  of 
each  state  wherein  it  shall  be  collected  respectively,  and  deducted  from  their 
annual  quota  of  continental  requisitions  ; 

I  withdrew,  not  a  little  mortified  at  having  been  opposed,  rather  than 
seconded  by  my  colleague.  It  ought  also  to  be  noted  that  on  this  occasion, 
the  extraordinary  exertions  of  our  State  during  the  whole  contest,  and  on 
the  opening  ot  the  present  campaign  in  special,  were  mentioned  and  not  con- 
tested, and  added  much  weight  to  the  aforegoing  representation  in  behalf  of 
the  State  ;  and  that  the  committee  have  not  yet  made  their  report,  which 
no  doubt  will  produce  a  renewed  application  to  the  State.  For  the  same 
reasons  which  made  it  against  our  interest  to  make  this  grant,  make  it  the 
interest  of  the  whole  Union  to  solicit  it,  which  you  may  expect  will  be  done 
with  the  most  unremtting  importunity. 

After  the  part  I  have  taken  in  this  matter,  which  has  been  done  with 
views  the  most  disinterested,  so  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  my  con- 
stituents will  not  expect  any  direct  advise  on  the  subject ;  and  knowing  that 
they  possess  integrity  and  abilities  sufficient  for  the  places  they  respectively 
fill,  in  all  events  I  shall  always  endeavor  to  reconcile  myself  to  their  deter- 
minations and  govern  myself  by  their  instructions,  however  contrary  to  my 
private  opinion. 

A  grand  committee  for  the  support  of  public  credit,  has  lately  been 
appointed  in  Congress  ;  and  I  shall  endeavor,  as  one  of  that  committee,  to 
bring  on  a  decision  respecting  the  back  lands.  They  would,  undoubtedly, 
be  a  means  in  our  hands  of  reviving  public  credit ;  they  are  of  vast  interest 
and  value,  beyond  what  is  generally  known  or  conjectured.  A  gentleman 
of  no  mean  talents  in  finance,  thinks  well  of  this  plan,  and  that  in  a  course 
of  time  they  would  enable  us  to  discharge  a  great  part  of  our  national  debt. 
So  much  in  regard  to  the  instruction  on  that  head,  referred  to  in  your  Ex- 
cellency's letter  of  17th  June  last. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  resolve  of  the  20th  of  February  last, 
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are  to  liquidate  and  put  on  the  list  of  the  funded  debt,  which  is  to  draw 
interest,  all  the  certificates  issued  on  account  of  the  continent  in  the  several 
states.  And  it  is  proposed  that  in  the  settlement  to  be  made  by  the  said 
Commissioners,  the  states  have  credit  for  their  taxes  of  all  money  actually 
collected  and  paid  in,  and  be  charged  with  their  deficiencies  ;  but  this 
arrangement  is  not  completed  nor  final,  as  it  would  affect  individuals  in  pos" 
session  of  said  bills,  as  I  can  yet  discover. 

The  recommendation  of  Congress  of  February  20th  last,  for  empowering 
them  to  settle  several  states'  quotas  of  expenses  incurred  before  January  1st, 
1782,  otherwise  than  by  article  8th  of  the  Confederation,  has  been  formally 
rejected  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia.  Whether  they  fear  that 
deviation  would  be  made  against  their  interest,  or  mean  to  procrastinate  a 
settlement,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  determine. 

Several  reductions  in  public  expenditures  have  taken  place  since  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  Congress.  Economy  is  the  present  plan.  The 
good  work  is  begun  and  going  on.  Much  I  perceive  can  yet  be  done  ;  and 
my  exertions,  such  as  they  are,  will  not  be  wanting  on  this  subject.  Could 
prompt  pay  be  made  to  the  army,  many  reductions  might  take  place  with 
propriety  and  without  inconvenience.  Is  not  this  an  object  worthy  our 
attention? 

By  a  resolve  of  the  23d  October,  1 780,  the  officers  who  shall  continue  in 
the  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  shall  be  entitled  to  half  pay  during  life, 
as  well  as  those  who  are  reduced  by  the  resolve  and  permitted  to  retire, 
whereby  the  United  States  are  loaded  with  half  pay  officers, — even  during 
the  war,  and  that  which  was  intended  as  an  antidote  against  depreciation, 
is  continued  even  now  when  the  army  is  paid  in  hard  money ;  and  having 
been  originally  intended  as  a  motive  to  keep  officers  in  the  army,  is  now 
become  a  temptation  for  them  to  leave  it. 

And  what  is  still  more  extraordinary,  by  another  resolve,  half  pay  is  to 
be  made  in  all  cases  in  proportion  to  full  pay,  so  that  a  Major  General  and 
Brigadier  General  draw  their  half  pay  instead  of  the  half  pay  of  a  Colonel, 
against  the  universal  custom  in  all  European  nations,  where  there  are  half 
pay  establishments.  A  Major  General  and  a  Brigadier  General  lately 
applied  to  Congress  for  leave  to  retire  on  the  half  pay  establishment,  and 
obtained  it,  and  officers  of  inferior  grades  in  the  line  are  daily  retiring  on 
half  pay  and  others  are  advanced  to  take  their  places  ;  whereby  we  have 
duplicates  and  triplicates  of  officers  in  some  instances,  and  an  enormous 
expense  is  incurred. 

This,  in  my  opinion,  calls  loudly  on  the  legislatures  of  the  states,  either 
to  provide  funds  in  addition  to  the  five  per  cent,  (which  Avill  be  insufficient,) 
or  to  instruct  their  delegates  to  discontinue  the  practice.     I  rather  wish 
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for  instructions  on  this  head,  as  I  am  so  unhappy  as  to  differ  from  my  wor- 
thy coUeage  on  these  points  ;  though  I  do  it  with  much  diffidence  and  reluc- 
tance. 

A  report  lies  before  Congress  from  the  office  of  Finance  recommending 
the  five  per  cent.,  a  land  tax  of  one  dollar  per  hundred  acres,  and  a  capita- 
tion tax.  From  this  report  Congress  has  taken  and  recommended  only  the 
five  per  cent.     Query.     Would  either  of  the  other  two  be  eligible? 

July  31st. 

This  day  the  Grand  Committee  referred  to  above,  for  reviving  credit, 
reported  the  expediency  of  taking  up  the  consideration  of  the  cession  made 
by  New  York,  Connecticut  and  Virginia,  so  as  ultimately  to  bring  on  a 
decision  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  the  vacant  lands.  A  motion  was 
made,  and  seconded  by  me,  that  next  Wednesday  be  assigned  for  consider- 
ing said  report ;  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  and  the  question  was  lost  by 
our  State  being  divided.  And  so  nothing  is  likely  to  be  done  about  that  part 
of  your  Excellency's  instructions. 

Having  already,  as  I  fear,  transgressed  on  your  patience,  1  shall  con- 
clude this  letter  in  congratulating  your  Excellency  on  the  acknowledgment 
of  our  Independence  by  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands. 
This  alliance,  which  we  flatter  ourseves,  is  by  this  time  completely  formed, 
is  natural,  and  I  cannot  doubt,  will  prove  mutually  beneficial  to  the  parties. 
Hoping  to  be  excused  for  not  having  written  before,  as  well  as  for  having 
written  so  much  now,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that  I  am 
with  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  deference. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

P.  S. — Please  to  excuse  inaccuracies. 

This  letter  is  too  long  to  transcribe  ;  and  Mr.  Morris  has  this  moment 
sent  me  a  note,  requesting  the  reasons,  in  writing,  why  our  State  has  not 
complied  with  the  recommendation  for  five  per  cent.,  as  he  is  about  to  write 
to  the  State  on  that  subject. 

As  presenting  the  other  side  of  the  question,  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  Robert  Morris  to  Gov.  Greene,  is  inserted : 

Office  of  Finance,  August  2d,  1782. 
Sir  :  —  I  presume  you  have  been,  before  this,  informed  that  all  the  states 
except  Rhode  Island,  have  acceded  to  the   Impost  Law.     A  committee  of 
Congress,  lately  appointed  on  this  subject,  did  me  the  honor  to  request  my 


388  RHODE    ISLAND    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

attendance,  with  that  of  your  delegates,  to  hear  the  objections  from  them, 
and  know  from  me  the  circumstances  attending  the  requisition.  After  a 
long  conversation,  the  committee  were  about  to  confer  on  a  report,  which, 
at  my  request,  they  were  pleased  to  suspend,  that  I  might  have  this  last 
opportunity  of  praying  your  attention  to  the  subject.  And  1  was  induced  to 
make  that  request,  as  well  for  the  avoiding  of  those  disagreeable  discussions 
which  cannot  exist  between  the  Union  and  an  individual  state,  without 
induring  pernicious  consequences,  as  because  it  appeared  to  me  that  the 
reasons  urged  against  passing  the  Impost  are  not  so  conclusive  as  some 
have  thought  them  to  be. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Howell  was  so  kind  as  to  promise  that  he  would  state  his 
objections  in  writing.  This  he  has  done,  and  a  copy  of  them  is  enclosed. 
They  are — 

1st.  That  the  Impost  would  draw  a  disproportionate  supply  from  either 
the  merchant  or  consumer. 

2d.  That  Rhode  Island  imports  and  consumes  more  of  foreign  articles, 
(in  proportion,)  than  any  other  state. 

3d.  That  from  her  maratime  situation  she  is  exposed  to  great  losses. 

4th.  That  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  impost  should  be  carried  to  account 
of  the  State. 

5th.  That  the  impost  will  raise  prices,  and  therefore  manufactures 
brought  from  the  neighboring  states  will  draAV  a  revenue  from  Rhode  Island. 

6th .  That  the  duties  imposed  by  the  neighboring  states  may  compel 
Rhode  Island  to  subsist  by  foreign  articles. 

7th.  That  many  men  will  be  employed  in  the  collection. 

8th.  That  it  would  be  evaded  by  smuggling ;  and, 

9th.  That  the  collection  may  be  objectionable. 

To  each  of  these  I  will  reply  in  their  order  : — 

1st.  To  determine  whether  the  impost  will  act  proportionately  or  not,  we 
must  consider  in  what  respect  the  proportion  is  to  be  taken.  If  it  be  a  pro- 
portion between  two  of  the  states,  that  will  be  considered  under  the  second 
head.  If  it  be  a  proportion  among  the  people  of  the  same  state,  it  is  only 
recurring  to  the  question,  whether  taxes  on  consumption  are  useful ;  for  so 
long  as  no  man  pays  the  tax  but  he  who  chooses  to  purchase  the  article,  the 
disproportion  (if  any,)  is  of  his  own  creating.  The  necessity  of  a  revenue 
to  a  certain  amount,  must  be  admitted.  Is  it  then  wise  to  raise  a  part  of 
it  from  the  consumption  of  foreign  articles?  I  say  the  consumption,  because 
the  tax  undoubtedly  falls  upon  the  consumer  and  not  on  the  importer.  If 
this  be  not  a  wise  tax,  what  shall  be  substituted  ?  Articles  of  primary  and 
immediate  necessity  are  made  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.    Both  food  and 
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raiment  can  be  had,  without  crossing  the  Atlantic  in  search  of  them.  Every 
man,  therefore,  is  at  liberty  to  use  foreign  articles  or  not.  If  he  does  use 
them,  the  tax  is  voluntary,  and  therefore  cannot  be  considered  as  dispro- 
portionate, any  more  than  for  one  man  to  wear  silk,  while  another  wears 
wool. 

2d,  That  Rhode  Island  consumes  more  foreign  commodities,  in  propor- 
tion, than  any  other  state  in  the  Union,  cannot  be  admitted.  Rhode  Island 
certainly  makes  many  commodities,  but  the  more  southern  states  are  in  the 
habit  of  importing  everything. 

3d.  That  Rhode  Island  is,  from  its  situation,  liable  to  the  unhappy  acci- 
dent of  war,  is  true.  But  this  incidental  evil,  arising  from  an  advanta- 
geous position,  cannot  be  adduced  as  a  plea  for  exemption  from  public 
burthens.     New  York  has  suffered,  at  least,  as  much  and  as  long. 

4th.  That  the  exclusive  benefit  of  an  impost  should  be  carried  to  the 
state  where  it  is  collected,  is  a  position  unjust  in  itself,  and  which  would 
forever  prevent  laying  any  duties  ;  wherefore  it  would  cut  off  not  only  one 
of  the  most  productive,  but  one  of  the  most  useful  branches  of  revenue. 
Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania,  and  some  other  states,  carry  on  the  commerce 
of  their  neighbors  as  well  as  their  own,  from  which  they  derive  great  riches. 
The  duties  are  always,  (like  the  risks  and  expenses,)  paid  by  the  consumer  ; 
for  unless  this  be  so,  no  tolerable  reason  can  be  assigned  why  foreign  com- 
modities should  be  dearer  in  war  than  in  peace.  If,  then,  a  considerable 
duty  were  laid  by  the  commercial  state,  it  would  fall  on  the  uncommercial 
neighbors.  That  neighbor,  therefore,  would  immediately  take  measures  to 
carry  on  its  own  commerce,  and  prohibit  the  bringing  of  articles  from  the 
commercial  state.  These  measures  would  produce  a  repeal  of  the  duty.  I 
take  no  notice  here  of  the  alterations  which  would  arise  ;  it  is  sufficient  to 
show  that  the  private  view  of  revenue  for  the  state  would  be  defeated. 

5th  and  6th.  These  objections  do  not  appear  to  me  to  apply,  because,  in 
the  first  place,  I  can  hardly  suppose  the  neighboring  states  will  ever  think 
of  laying  duties  on  their  own  produce ;  for,  if  any  of  them  should,  her  citi- 
zens would  be  the  sufferers.  Secondly,  if  the  articles  of  produce  be  lefl 
uncontrolled  by  the  government,  every  individual  will  be  a  check  on  the 
avidity  of  his  neighbor,  and  if,  by  this  means,  a  piece  of  American  goods 
can  be  vended  cheaper  in  Rhode  Island  he  will,  by  the  purchase  of  it,  save 
money  to  himself,  and  therefore  to  the  country  ;  and,  as  the  duty  is  collected 
only  on  foreign  goods,  he  will  not  pay  the  duty,  and,  of  course,  the  duty  on 
his  state  will  be  so  much  the  less. 

7th.  The  seventh  objection  will  apply  more  strongly  to  almost  any  other 

kind  of  tax,  because  this  may  be  collected  by  a  very  small  number  of  men. 

8th.    The  eighth  objection  I  cannot  admit,  because,  forming  my  opinion 
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of  that  State  from  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  character  of  the  gentlemen  who 
make  the  objection,  I  cannot  believe  it  to  be  valid.  Smuggling  was  for- 
merly not  disrespectable,  because  it  Avas  the  evading  of  laws  which  were 
not  made  by  proper  authority,  and  therefore  not  obligatory.  But  nothing 
can  be  more  infamous  than  to  defraud  our  own  government  of  so  small  a 
pittance  ;  and,  I  trust,  that  if  any  individual  were  inclined  to  do  so,  he 
would  be  detected  by  the  first  person  who  saw  him,  and  would  be  as  much 
exposed  to  the  resentment  and  contempt  of  hi»  fellow  citizens,  as  an  informer 
would  have  been  in  the  times  above  alluded  to. 

9th.  The  last  objection  ought  not  to  be  made,  because  there  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  Congress  would  devise  means  to  oppress  their  fellow  citi- 
zens. But  it  is  one  of  our  greatest  misfortunes  that  men  are  apt  to  reason 
from  one  thing  to  another  which  is  very  dissimilar.  The  Parliament  of 
England  cared  nothing  about  the  consequences  of  laws  made  for  us,  because 
they  were  not  affected  by  them.  This  is  always  the  case  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  forms  one  of  the  most  powerful  arguments  in  favor  of  free  gov- 
ernments. But  how  can  it  be  supposed  that  a  member  of  Congress,  who  is 
liable  to  be  recalled  at  a  moment's  warning,  would  join  in  measures  which 
are  oppressive  to  the  people,  and  which  he  must  necessarily  himself  feel  the 
weight  of,  without  deriving  any  advantage  from  them.  For  it  is  not  here, 
as  in  England,  that  there  is  a  king  to  buy  votes  for  bad  purposes.  If  the 
members  of  Congress  be  seduced,  it  must  be  by  the  Congress — which  is 
absurd.  If,  indeed,  the  Congress  were  either  a  hereditary  body,  self-exis- 
tent, or  if  they  Avere  self-elected,  there  might  be  room  for  apprehension,  but 
as  they  are  not,  there  can  be  none. 

Now,  sir,  the  state  of  things  is  shortly  this :  —  The  United  States  are 
deeply  indebted  to  the  people  of  America.  They  have  called  for  revenues 
to  pay  their  debts  in  a  course  of  years,  being  the  only  means  of  receiving 
credit,  and  lightening  present  burthens.  All  the  states  consent  but  Rhode 
Island,  to  whose  citizens  a  very  considerable  part  of  this  debt  is  due  ;  of 
consequence  the  whole  is  suspended.  The  reasons  assigned  are  partly  local 
and  I  verily  believe  are  founded  on  mistaken  principles.  The  revenue, 
however,  if  granted,  is  insufficient.  More  must  be  demanded,  and  conse- 
quently, as  all  taxes  are  unpleasant,  some  state  will  be  found  to  oppose  any 
which  can  be  devised,  on  quite  as  good  ground  as  the  present  opposition. 
What  then  is  the  consequence  ? 

I  am,  sir,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

EGBERT  MORRIS. 
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Some  objections  against  passing  an  Impost  Law,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  briefly  stated  at  the  request  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Finance,  hj  his  humble  servant,  D.  Hovirell. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  usual  mode  of  taxation  draweth  supplies  from  the 
people,  proportionate  to  what  they  possess,  and  have  defended  by  the  pub- 
lic, and  is  therefore  founded  on  the  most  obvious  principles  of  justice.  But 
the  measure  proposed  would  either  draw  a  disproportionate  supply  from  the 
merchant,  as  such,  or  from  the  consumers  in  general ;  if  form  the  mer- 
chant, according  to  what  he  imports  ;  if  from  the  consumer,  according  to 
what  he  consumes.  In  either  case,  it  would  bear  hard  on  the  citizens  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  who  both  import  and  consume  of 
important  articles,  a  greater  proportion  than  any  other  state.  As  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantatations  is  subjected  from  its  mari- 
time situations  to  greater  losses  and  risks  in  war,  without  any  claim  of  reim- 
bursement, therefore,  in  virtue  of  any  compact  or  stipulation  on  the  Federal 
Union  ;  if  any  revenue  can  be  raised  from  trade  in  the  way  proposed,  or 
any  other,  the  State  is  entitled  to  the  exclusive  benefit  thereof,  and  that  the 
amount  annually  passed  to  their  credit,  and  be  collected  by  officers  of  their 
own  appointment,  in  common  justice  recognized  in  confederation.  Should 
a  duty  be  laid  on  imported  goods  the  prices  of  such  country  produce  as  may 
be  substituted  in  their  room  will  be  raised,  (should  said  duty  be  superadded 
to  the  former  prices  of  imported  goods,)  and  preserve  nearly  their  usual 
proportion  thereto.  These  being  drawn  from  neighboring  states,  will  event- 
ually come  charged  with  a  similar  duty,  and  thus  the  neighboring  states  in 
particular,  and  the  Union  at  large,  will  draw  a  substantial  revenue  out  of 
the  earnings  and  industry  of  the  citizens  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations.  Duties  imposed  directly  on  country  produce,  or  inland  embar- 
goes by  neighboring  states,  may  in  future  put  the  inhabitants  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations  on  the  necessity  of  subsisting  themselves 
more,  if  not  altogether,  on  imported  goods,  and  increase  the  burdensome 
operations  of  the  impost  proposed.  But  while  trade  remains  free  to  all  the 
world  and  unfettered  with  duties,  the  State,  though  small,  still  remains  inde- 
pendent. 

So  far  from  creating  Avays  and  means,  or  lightening  our  taxes,  the  meas- 
ure proposed  would  incur  the  enormous  additional  charge  of  taking  ofi'from 
arts  and  industry  a  numerous  train  of  men  for  the  collection  and  after  man- 
agement of  this  revenue  ;  and  supporting  them  in  comparative  idleness  only 
to  shift  the  mode  of  raising  supplies,  and  to  throwing  taxation  into  another 
channel  to  the  lasting  injury  of  certain  descriptions  of  citizens. 
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After  all  this  additional  charge  incurred,  the  revenue  proposed  would  not 
be  productive.  It  would  be  the  interest  of  the  merchant  to  avoid  paying  it, 
and  the  interest  of  the  State  to  countenance  him.  Profanations  of  oaths  and 
corruption  in  various  forms  would  follow.  No  definite  plan  for  the  execution 
of  the  impost  law  has  yet  been  promulgated.  Whether  penalties  are  to  be 
recoverable  or  prosecutions  commenced  in  the  common  or  maritime  courts, 
is  not  declared ;  and  the  operation  of  the  law  may  be  rendered  more  griev- 
ious  by  the  mode  of  enforcing  it.  The  State  wishes  to  preserve  inviolate. 
Article  8th  of  the  Confederation  ;  and  whenever  their  quota  of  continental 
requisitions  shall  be  made  agreeably  thereto,  to  be  permitted  to  raise  it  in 
their  own  way. 

N.  B. — The  State  is  largely  interested  in  Loan  Office  Certificates,  and 
desirous  of  discharging  interest  and  principal  with  honor. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  3,  1782. 

Sir  :  — I  learned  yesterday,  by  accident,  that  the  several  restrictions  in  the 
impost  laws  of  the  difl^rent  states  have  been  forwarded  to  your  Legislature, 
and  that  they  have  been  informed  that  Georgia  has  not  acceded  to  the  recom- 
mendation. I  write  this  short  letter  to  observe,  that  it  was  not  expected 
that  the  states  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  would  pass  the  necessary 
laws,  because  of  their  distracted  situation  ;  but  yet  South  Carolina  has  passed 
it,  and  Georgia  has  probably  followed  her  example  by  this  time.  As  to  the 
restrictions,  depend  on  it,  that  no  law  will  be  considered  a  compliance  with 
the  requisitions,  which  contain  clauses  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  it.  Such 
clauses  have  already  been,  in  one  instance,  objected  to,  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress— not  without  success. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Roode  Island. 

Jonathan  Arnold  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  8th,  1782. 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  in  this  city  the  5th 
instant,  since  which  Congress  having  been  engaged  on  business  by  commit- 
tees, and  interrupted  by  the  city  election,  I  have  not  gained  such  acquain- 
tance with  the  public  measures  now  pursuing,  as  enables  me  to  give  useful 
information. 

This,  I  doubt  not,  will  be  done  by  the  letters  of  my  worthy  colleague, 
Mr.  Howell. 

On  my  way  to  this  place,  I  passed  through  the  grand  American  camp. 
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where  I  met  with   Gen.  Cornell,  who  left  Philadelphia  some  days  before. 
The  General  informed  me  of  an  appointment  he  held  under  the  Financier 
General,  which  may,  perhaps,  prevent  his  immediate  return. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Very  humble  servant, 

JONATHAN  ARNOLD. 

As  the  time  approached  when  the  Legislature  of  this  State 
would  be  called  upon  to  act  on  this  question,  their  delegates 
took  occasion  to  repeat  and  enforce  their  arguments  against 
the  grant,  in  the  letters  that  immediately  follow  :  — 

Messrs.  Arnold  and  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  13th,  1782. 

Sir  :  —  Enclosed  herewith,  your  Excellency  will  receive  several  extracts 
from  the  minutes  of  Congress,  relative  to  points  highly  interesting  to  the 
State  we  have  the  honor  to  represent.  By  a  resolution  of  the  10th  instant, 
Rhode  Island  and  Georgia  are  called  upon  for  an  immediate  and  definite 
answer  to  the  recommendations  of  Congress  respecting  an  impost.  Upon 
this  important  occasion,  we  cannot  admit  a  doubt  that  the  General  Assembly 
will  adhere  to  those  principles  of  freedom  which  characterize  the  State,  and 
with  that  wisdom  and  firmness  which  have  heretofore  marked  their  decis- 
ions, and  which  reflect  the  highest  honor  upon  their  deliberations. 

We  cannot  omit  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that  although  the  interesting 
cause  of  the  western  lands  has  lately  been  agitated,  and  the  claimants  out 
voted,  our  assiduous  endeavors  shall  not  be  wanting  to  renew  the  question 
as  soon  as  circumstances  shall  render  it  proper. 

As  that  extensive  territory,  heretofore  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Britain, 
has,  in  right  of  conquest,  devolved  on  the  United  State,  by  whose  joint 
blood  and  treasure  the  late  revolution  has  been  affected,  and  as  certain  of 
these  states  yet  continue  their  claims  to  share  it  exclusively  amongst  them- 
selves to  the  prejudice  of  the  Union,  we  beg  leave  to  submit  it  to  the  wis- 
dom and  policy  of  the  General  Assembly,  whether  it  will  be  expedient  for 
our  State  to  pass  the  impost,  whereby  these  same  engrossers  of  land  will 
also  be  disproportionally  benefited,  before  full  justice  shall  be  done  us  in 
regard  to  said  lands. 

To  the  extracts  above  mentioned  we  have  caused  the  yeas  and  yeas  to  be 
annexed.  This  we  think  proper  to  be  done  on  questions  immediately  afl^ect- 
ing  the  interests  of  the  State,  as  thereby  the  Assembly  will  be  informed, 
not  only  with  how  great  a  majority,  and  by  what  states  each  is  carried,  but 
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also  know  the  particular  opinions  of  their  own  delegates,  and  be  enabled  to 
give  them  such  directions  and  instructions,  from  time  to  time,  as  shall  be 
found  necessary.  If  the  Assembly  should  not  make  a  short  adjournment, 
we  shall  take  it  as  a  particular  obligation  to  have  a  further  grant  of  money, 
to  be  forwarded  in  the  course  of  next  month. 

"We  have  no  news,  either  foreign  or  domestic,  worth  communicating,  but 
what  is  contained  in  the  public  papers  enclosed. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  very  humble  servants, 

JONATHAN  ARNOLD. 
DAVID  HOWELL, 

Messrs.  Arnold  akd  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  15th,  1782. 

Sir  :  — On  this  aU  important  occasion  we  cannot  be  silent.  A  moment 
remains  before  the  post  sets  off,  the  last  which  can  arrive  at  Providence, 
before  the  October  Session  of  the  Assembly. 

The  object  of  a  seven  years'  war  has  been  to  preserve  the  liberties  of  this 
country,  and  not  to  assume  in  our  own  hands  the  power  of  governing  tyran- 
nically. 

It  has  been,  on  our  part,  a  contest  for  freedom — not  for  power  !  This 
has  been  the  prize  for  which  we  so  nobly  contended.  This,  the  goal,  for 
which  our  course,  so  unremittingly  pursued,  has  been  directed.  This  the 
sacred  palladium  of  all  our  hopes.  We  know  your  early,  continued,  and 
persevering  zeal  in  your  country's  cause.  We  cannot  doubt  your  firm- 
ness. To  quicken  your  memory,  awaken  your  feelings,  and  to  fix  your 
attention,  is  the  object  of  this  letter. 

Congress  has  demanded  of  you  an  immediate  answer,  in  regard  to  the 
impost.  Should  it  be  brought  on  whilst  the  least  doubt  remains  in  regard 
to  its  propriety,  it  will  be  safest  to  reject  it.  It  can  afterwards  be  adopted 
should  evidence  finally  preponderate  in  its  favor ;  but  should  it  once  be 
adopted,  the  fatal  die  is  cast — it  is  to  us  irrevocable.  Let  no  man,  there- 
fore, vote  in  its  favor  with  a  single  remaining  doubt.  For  this  advice  Ave 
have  a  great  authority,  "  He  that  doubteth  is  damned,  if  he  eat." 

It  applies  in  this  case,  precisely.  A  perpetual  grant  is  demanded  of  you. 
We  say  perpetual,  for  that  it  will  eventually  be,  such  is  as  clear  as  the 
meridian  sun.  It  is  to  be  granted  to  Congress  until  all  their  debts  are  paid. 
They  hare  power  to  contract  as  many  debts  as  they  please,  and  are  not  to 
account  with  you  for  their  conduct.  WiU  not  half  pay,  pensions,  and  other 
pretexts,  perpetually  involve  you  deeper  and  deeper  in  debt,  and  render  it 
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still  more  necessary  to  continue  this  grant  to  perpetuity,  than  it  is  to  make 
it  in  the  first  instance  !  Consult  the  voice  of  nature  ;  consult  the  histories  of 
mankind.  Nay,  consult  your  own  experience  and  give  an  anwer,  and  let 
that  answer  govern  your  vote  on  this  occasion. 

This  being  the  case,  permit  us,  Sir,  to  demand  of  you,  what  right  you 
have  to  make  a  perpetual  grant  of  money  ?  Will  not  succeeding  assemblies 
discover  that  you  have  invaded  their  rights  ?  Will  not  posterity  complain 
that  you  have  given  away  their  money,  which,  on  every  principle  of  the 
present  resolution,  they  would  be  entitled  to  do  themselves?  Will  not  future 
Assemblies  and  posterity  be  equally  entitled  to  judge  and  determine  as  to 
the  mode  of  gi-aating  their  money,  as  the  present?  No  rhetoric  but  that  of 
power,  no  reason  but  the  ultima  ratio  regum,  will  be  able  to  evince  the  con- 
trary. 

Should  the  present  deputies  vote  themselves  perpetual,  what  injuries  could 
the  public  sustain,  but  those  which  would  result  from  their  measures  being 
perpetually  pursued  without  the  chance  of  a  change  for  the  better,  by  suc- 
ceediug  elections?  But  if  the  present  deputies  can,  by  a  vote,  make  their 
measures  perpetual,  they  iu  fact  do  the  same  injury  to  the  public,  as  they 
would  by  voting  themselves  perpetual,  and  eventually  prostrate  the  ends  of 
all  future  elections.  Is  not  this  a  bold  attack  on  the  liberties  of  the  people 
at  large  ?  After  Congress  shall  have  obtained  a  perpetual  permanent  revenue 
at  their  disposal,  will  it  not  be  a  temptation  to  that  august  body,  after  the 
example  of  Holland,  either  to  vote  themselves  perpetual,  or  to  apply  to 
the  states  for  such  a  grant  ?  And  should  such  an  application  be  acceded  to 
by  a  majority  of  the  states,  is  it  credible  that  our  little  State  would  have 
virtue  and  firmness  sufficient  to  oppose  the  demands  ?  Would  it  not  be  in 
the  power  of  Congress,  having  the  perpetual  revenue  at  their  disposal,  and 
having  the  command  of  your  armies  and  navies  to  block  up  your  harbors, 
and  bring  war  into  your  State  ?  Could  not  your  neighboring  states  lay  duties 
and  embargoes  on  your  trade  ?  But  we  hear  some  minion  of  power  reply, 
you  are  excessively  jealous,  you  are  aff'righted  at  nothing.  We  answer,  a 
degree  of  jealousy  is  necessary  ;  where  it  is  extinguished,  liberty  expires. 
Did  not  similar  jealousies  bring  about  the  present  glorious  revolution  ?  Did 
America  resist  the  power  of  Britain  to  avoid  only  three  pence  on  a  pound 
of  tea,  or  was  it  their  claims,  their  unlimited  claims,  and  the  tendency  of 
their  measures  ?  Was  it  not  rather  oppression  and  violence  apprehended  and 
which  existed  in  our  well  grounded  fears  and  reasonable  jealousy,  that 
brought  on  the  present  war,  than  the  great  weight  of  present  injuries  ? 

A  system  was  formed  which,  if  carried  into  effect, — and  it  would  have 
been  by  degrees, — would  have  deprived  us  of  all  that  is  valuable  in  life. 
This  approach  of  tyranny  was  resisted,  and  with  good  reason,  and  hitherto 


396  RHODE    ISLAND    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  with  good  success.  Tyranny  is  to  be  resisted 
most  easily  and  effectually  in  its  first  approaches,  and  at  a  distance.  When 
its  standard  is  planted,  it  will  have  numerous  adherents,  aud  power  to  pro- 
tect and  gratify  them.  Should  the  impost  be  adopted,  a  numerous  train  of 
officers  will  be  concerned  in  the  collection  and  after  management  of  the 
revenue. 

The  bribes  of  half-pay  officers,  pensioners,  and  public  creditors,  whose 
number  and  influence  might  be  increased  from  time  to  time,  at  the  pleasure 
of  Congress,  would  enlarge,  extend  and  increase  their  power,  and  soon 
induce  the  necessity  of  pursuing  the  remaining  parts  of  the  plan,  by  adopt- 
ing the  land  tax,  the  poll  tax,  and  the  excise.  After  which  the  bonds  of 
Union,  to  use  the  phrase  of  the  advocates  of  these  measures,  would  be  com- 
plete ;  and  we  will  add,  the  yoke  of  tyranny  fixed  on  all  the  states,  and 
the  chains  riveted. 

The  great  system  of  government  is  established  by  the  Confederation. 
This  was  a  work  of  time  and  great  wisdom.  The  eighth  Article  points  out 
the  method  of  ascertaining  the  quotas  of  the  states  in  all  pecuniary  requisi- 
tions. The  equality  and  justice  of  the  mode  is  not  contested.  But  it  is 
said,  annual  taxation  in  this  mode  does  not  give  sufficient  security  to  the 
public  creditors.  In  reply  it  may  be  observed  that  this  was  all  the  security 
they  had  a  right  to  expect  when  they  become  creditors  of  the  public.  This 
was  the  ancient  and  only  approved  method  of  raising  money,  before  the 
Confederation  was  adopted.  The  creditors,  therefore,  who  trusted  the  pub- 
lic before  that  period,  have  no  right  to  demand  a  greater  security,  for  it 
was  not  promised  them,  in  the  contract. 

And  by  the  sixth  and  ninth  Articles  of  Confederation,  the  power  of 
imposing  duties  is  expressly  retained  by  the  states  in  their  individual  capaci- 
ties. The  public  creditors,  therefore,  cannot  claim  a  right  to  a  Continental 
impost,  as  a  security  for  their  money,  in  virtue  of  the  Confederation,  which 
in  so  many  words,  would  entirely  blast  all  hopes  of  that  kind,  had  they  been 
previously  indulged.  On  what  ground,  then,  can  they  demand  greater 
security  than  they  have  by  annual  taxation  ?  On  none  whatever.  They 
ought,  however,  to  be  paid,  and  we  make  no  doubt  they  will  be  paid  to  the 
extent  of  their  just  demands,  and  that  in  a  Continental  way,  and  no  other. 

But  it  is  further  said,  the  impost  is  necessary  to  give  us  further  credit, 
and  to  procure  loans.  The  contrary  is  the  fact.  We  have  drawn  from  Europe 
by  loans  or  gratuity  already,  thirty-seven  millions  of  silver,  and  a  large 
loan  is  now  negotiating  there,  and  has  in  part  succeeded,  and  will  no  doubt 
be  filled  up,  without  the  security  of  mortgaging  an  impost,  or  any  promise 
of  the  kind.  Posterity,  instead  of  regretting  that  our  credit  was  not  better 
established,  will  rather  admire  at  its  extent,  when  they  feel  the  weight  of 
the  burden  thereby  transmitted  down  upon  them. 


ARNOLD  AND  HOWELL  ON  THE  IMPOST  LAW.  397 

It  is  not  necessary,  therefore,  to  enable  us  to  procui'e  loans  abroad,  but 
rather  to  be  avoided  on  that  account  as  a  temptation  to  incur  an  extrava- 
gant foreign  debt,  and  endangering  a  more  lavish  expenditure  of  public 
moneys.  On  what  footiug,  then,  is  the  measure  necessary?  No  plighted 
faith  requires  it ;  no  reasons  of  finance  can  induce  it ;  no  policy  of  state  can 
justify  it ;  no  principle  of  our  Constitution  can  warrant  it.  The  glorious 
fabric  of  freedom  erected  in  this  new  world  is  the  admiration  of  all  civilized 
nations.  May  it  long  remain  unimpaired.  The  structure  of  its  several 
parts  deserves  attention,  and  constitutes  its  symmetry  and  elegance. 

The  weight  of  Congress  rests  and  bears  only  on  the  several  states  ;  the 
states  bear  only  on  the  several  counties,  in  some  states,  and  the  counties 
on  the  towns,  and,  in  others,  the  states  bear  immediately  on  the  towns,  and 
the  towns,  in  all,  on  the  individuals, — the  broad  basis  of  power, — which 
reared  and  supports  the  whole  fabric. 

The  impost  would  break  in  upon  this  beautiful  proportion  and  empower 
Congress,  by  their  own  officers,  to  bear  with  their  own  weight  directly  on 
individuals.  This  would  disturb  the  general  harmony,  derange  the  elegant 
proportion,  and  endanger  the  welfare  of  the  whole  building. 

The  Continental  treasury  is  to  be  supplied  from  the  several  states,  agree- 
able to  Article  eight,  by  successive  requisitions.  When  a  new  requisition  is 
made,  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  to  be  appropriated  are  to  be  pointed  out 
to  you  ;  and  it  is  to  be  accompanied  with  particular  estimates.  You  are, 
at  the  same  time,  to  be  informed  what  has  been  done,  with  your  last  quota, 
and,  on  a  full  consideration  of  the  representation  so  made  to  you,  you  are 
to  grant  your  money  like  freemen,  from  time  to  time,  bound  only,  as  a  sov- 
ereign and  independent  State,  by  your  sentiments  of  justice,  of  virtue,  and 
by  your  sacred  honor.     This  is  the  voice  of  the  Confederation. 

We  shall  not,  on  this  occasion,  repeat  the  well  known  objections  against 
the  measure.  That  it  would,  instead  of  lessening,  increase  the  public  bur- 
dens of  the  country  by  the  additional  expenses  of  numerous  tribes  of  oflScers 
concerned  in  the  revenue  ;  that  Congress  are  not  to  account  for  the  amount 
or  expenditure  of  it ;  that  it  would  draw  a  larger  proportion  of  the  public 
debt  from  us,  as  a  commercial  State,  and  as  consuming,  in  consequence,  a 
larger  proportion  of  imposts  than  any  other  state  ;  that  it  would  not  be 
equal  between  individuals,  bearing  harder  on  the  poor  and  laborious,  who 
are  the  strength  of  a  state,  upon  those  who  have  large  families,  and  add  to 
the  strength  of  the  state  by  increasing  its  subjects  ;  that  it  would  require 
a  military  force  to  execute  it,  and  bring  in  standing  armies  ;  that  our 
coast  must  be  lined  with  cutters,  gaUies,  &c.,  to  prevent  running  goods ; 
that  it  would  multiply  oaths  and  bring  on  depravity  of  manners,  &c., 
&c. ;   that  a  proportionate  share  of  the  back  lands  is  unjustly  withheld 
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from  us,  aud  finally  that  the  measure  would  not,  under  all  these  embarrass- 
ments, be  productice  of,  or  afford  any  considerable  revenue. 

These  objections  are  not  only  well  founded,  but  so  notorious  we  shall  not 
dwell  on  them,  but  conclude  by  observing  that  a  measure,  against  which  so 
many  objections  lie,  and  with  so  much  weight,  and  which  when  once  adopted, 
cannot  be  revoked,  ought  not  to  be  adopted  at  all.  To  adopt  it  partially 
and  on  condition,  as  some  states  have  done,  would  discover  an  aversion  to 
the  measure  mixed  with  fear  of  declaring  real  sentiments.  It  is  a  measure 
which  must  be  adopted  entire,  or  not  at  all. 

We  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  measure  will  be  postponed,  or  finally 
rejected  by  a  large  majority  of  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  Legislature  of  our 
State,  which  has  from  its  first  settlement  preserved  its  liberties  entire  ;  been 
foremost  in  the  present  glorious  revolution,  and  by  a  decided  opinion  on 
this  important  occasion,  will  preserve  the  liberties  of  the  United  States  and 
transmit  them  to  posterity,  and  thereby  enact  to  themselves  a  monument 
more  durable  than  brass. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem  we  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  Excellency's  very  humble  servants, 

JONATHAN  ARNOLD, 
DAVID  HOWELL. 

Messrs.  Arnold  and  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  19th,  1782. 

Sir  :  — Enclosed  you  will  receive  two  resolutions  of  Congress  for  raising 
moneys  from  the  states,  and  the  proportions  in  which  the  same  is  assigned 
to  each  state ;  it  appears  thereby,  that  the  proportion  to  our  State  is  les- 
sened from  37  per  cent,  to  about  41f .  A  greater  diminution  could  not  be 
obtained. 

Your  Excellency  will  find  in  the  resolutions  of  yesterday,  a  clause  which 
we  thought  it  our  duty  to  oppose,  on  the  following  grounds  : 

Because,  as  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  the  collectors  in  the  several  towns 
are  vested  with  power,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  collect  all  taxes,  as  well  Con- 
tinental as  others,  it  would  operate  to  prevent  persons  from  accepting  that 
ofiice,  and  thereby  embarrass,  and  greatly  affect  the  internal  police  of  the 
State. 

Because,  it  would  in  part  supercede  in  office,  one  of  the  general  officers 
of  the  State,  and  essentially  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the  office. 

Because,  it  would  create  a  new  officer  in  the  State,  unknown  in  its  Con- 
stitution, of  foreign  appointment,  independent  of  the  people,  and  over  whose 
conduct,  neither  the  Legislature  nor  Executive  authority  of  the  State  would 
have  any  control. 
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Because,  it  Avould  in  its  operation  and  tendency,  be  repugnant  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  Confederation,  particularly  the  latter  clause  of  the 
eighth  Article. 

We  submit  the  justice,  force  and  propriety  of  these  objections  to  the  wis- 
dona  of  the  Assembly,  not  doubting  they  will  on  this  and  every  similar  occa- 
sion, pursue  their  public  measures  in  such  manner  as  shall  effectually  check 
the  oblique  and  covert,  as  well  as  the  direct  and  open  approaches  of  des- 
potism. 

The  calls  for  money  in  the  several  departments  are  very  pressing,  and 
the  public  suffers  greatly  in  its  interests,  by  the  delinquencies  of  the  states, 
in  taxation.  But  your  delegates  are  happy,  that  the  State  they  represent 
is  amongst  the  foremost  in  exertions.  This  gives  them  a  confidence  in  their 
applications,  and  must  add  weight  to  every  argument  adduced  in  its  favor. 
Congress  is  not  fully  assured  of  the  loan  now  negotiating,  mentioned  in  their 
resolution  of  the  16th.  Unless  they  should  succeed  to  their  wishes,  further 
requisitions  for  the  ensuing  year,  will  be  necessary. 

With  great  consideration  and  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  Excellency's  very  humble  servants, 

JONATHAN  ARNOLD, 
DAVID  HOWELL. 

N.  B. — Both  taxes  are  apportioned  upon  the  same  principles. 
P.  S. — The  papers  enclosed  give  all  the  news  current  in  the  city. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  1782,  Congress  resolved,  that  they 
"  call  upon  the  States  of  Rhode  Island  and  Georgia,  for  an  im- 
mediate and  definitive  answer,  whether  they  will  comply  with 
the  recommendation  of  Congress  to  vest  them  with  power  to 
levy  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported,  and  on 
prizes  and  prize  goods." 

Being  thus  called  upon,  the  subject  was  brought  before 
the  Assembly  at  their  session,  which  commenced  on  the  last 
Monday  in  the  same  month.  It  came  up  in  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  and  on  the  first  day  of  November  that  house 
came  to  a  vote  on  the  main  question.  Fifty-three  of  the  six- 
ty-eight members  that  composed  that  House,  were  in  their 
seats  and  voted  unanimously  against  it.  Of  course  the  sub- 
ject did  not  come  before  the  ocher  House  of  Assembly  and 
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does  not  therefore  appear  in  the  schedules  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  result  was  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  following 
letter  addressed  by  the  Speaker  of  tha  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  President : 


East  Greenwich,  Nov.  30th,  1782. 

Sir  :  —  In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  lower  House  of  Assembly  of 
this  State,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  their  unanimous 
resolutions  on  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  respecting  an  impost  on 
imported  goods,  &c.,  and  to  state  some  of  the  principal  reasons  which  pro- 
duced that  resolution.     The  recommendation  was  rejected. 

First,  because  it  would  be  unequal  in  its  operation,  bearing  hardest  on 
the  commercial  states,  and  so  would  press  peculiarly  hard  on  this  State, 
which  draws  its  chief  support  from  commerce. 

Secondly,  because  it  proposes  to  introduce  into  this  and  the  other  states, 
officers  unknown  and  unaccountable  to  them,  and  so  is  against  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  State. 

Thirdly,  because,  by  granting  to  Congress  power  to  collect  moneys  from 
the  commerce  of  these  states,  indefinitely  as  to  time  and  quantity,  for  the 
expenditure  of  which  they  are  not  to  be  accountable  to  the  states,  they 
would  become  independent  of  their  constituents,  and  so  the  proposed  impost 
is  repugnant  to  the  liberty  of  the  United  States. 

Many  more  reasons  might  be  offered,  and  the  subject  drawn  out  to  a 
great  length,  by  descending  to  particulars,  but  these  are  sufficient  to  answer 
the  main  design  of  the  House,  which  is  to  show  a  decent  respect  to  the 
states  which  have  differed  from  them,  in  opinion,  on  this  subject. 

This  State  may  be  justly  ranked  among  the  foremost  in  the  common 
cause,  having  furnished  in  support  of  it  as  many  men  and  as  much  money, 
in  proportion  to  its  abilities,  as  any  state  in  the  Union,  and  much  more 
than  most  of  them,  and  it  is  still  disposed  to  continue  its  exertions ;  but  it 
wiU  raise  and  collect  its  quota  of  public  taxes  in  such  a  way  as  shall  be 
judged  most  proper.  And  it  is  hoped,  that  when  its  resolutions  are  founded 
on  the  great  principles  of  liberty  and  a  general  interest,  it  will  not  be 
thought  to  suspect  the  public  virtue  of  the  present  C'ongress,  by  withholding 
from  them,  or  their  servants,  a  power  of  which  their  successors  might  make 
a  dangerous  use. 

With  the  highest  sense  of  respect  for  your  Excellency,  and  the  Honorable 
Assembly  over  which  you  preside,  I  am 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

Wn^LIAM  BRADFORD,  Speaker. 
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It  is  probable  that  news  of  this  result  reached  Congress 
sometime  before  this  letter  did.  It  certainly  was  looked  for 
with  anxiety  as  well  by  Congress  as  by  the  other  states.  It 
was  hoped  that  Rhode  Island  would  make  the  grant,  and 
that  the  other  states  which  had  made  it  conditionally,  would 
be  induced  so  to  modify  their  action  as  to  confer  the  power 
on  Congress  without  any  great  delay.  By  many  of  the  lead- 
ing men,  this  was  deemed  a  measure  of  vital  importance  to 
the  Union,  That  it  was  so  considered  in  Congress  may  be 
inferred  from  the  following  resolution  of  that  body,  which 
was  moved  by  Mr.  Hamilton  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Rutledge, 
and  passed  December  6th  :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  Superiatendeut  of  Finance  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  represent  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  the  indispensa- 
ble necessity  for  their  complying  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  for  rais- 
ing one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  paying  a  year's  interest  of 
the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  two  millions  dollars  toward 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  estimate  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  incon- 
veniencies,  embarrassments  and  injuries  to  the  public  service,  which  will 
arise  from  the  states  individually  making  appropriations  of  any  part  of  the 
said  two  millions  dollars,  or  of  any  other  moneys  required  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  assuring  them  withal,  that  Congress  is  deter- 
mined to  make  the  fullest  justice  to  the  public  creditors  an  invariable  object 
of  their  councils  and  exertions  ;  that  a  deputation  be  sent  to  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  full  and  just  representation  of  the 
public  affairs  of  the  United  States,  and  of  urging  the  absolute  necessity  of 
compliance  with  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  February,  1781, 
respecting  the  duty  on  imposts  and  prizes,  as  a  measure  essential  to  the 
safety  and  reputation  of  these  states. 

The  first  part  of  this  resolution,  down  to  "  exertions," 
passed  unanimously.  On  agreeing  to  the  remainder,  Mr. 
Arnold  and  ]Mr.  Howell  alone,  voted  in  the  negative.  The 
members  chosen  on  this  deputation,  were  Mr.  Osgood,  of 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Mifflin,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Nash, 
of  North  Carolina. 

26 
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This  resolution  was  communicated  to  Gov  Greene  by  the 
following  letter  from  the  delegates  : — 

Messrs.  Arnold  and  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

.  Philadelphia,  Dec.  7th,  1782. 

Sir  :  —  By  a  resolve  of  Congress  yesterday,  a  Committee  of  Confrress, 
consisting  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Osgood,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mifflin,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Nash,  was  appointed  to  wait  on  our  Legislature,  to  urge  them  into  a 
compliance  with  the  impost.  These  gentlemen,  being  respectable  in  their 
private  as  well  as  public  characters,  are  well  entitled  to  attention  and 
respect.  This,  we  cannot  doubt,  they  will  receive,  though  we  cannot  wish 
them  success  in  the  business  of  their  appointment.  We  earnestly  urged 
Congress  to  suspend  this  measure  until  they  should  have  received  the  State's 
reply  to  the  demand  of  Congress,  for  an  immediate  and  definitive  answer, 
which  was  daily  expected,  but  urged  in  vain,  it  seeming  to  be  the  sense 
of  Congress,  that  no  reasons  would  divert  them  from  the  measure. 

The  affairs  of  Vermont  are  drawing  to  such  a  serious  crisis,  that  it  is  our 
request  to  be  therein  specially  instructed.  The  state  of  New  Jersey  has 
lately  instructed  their  delegates  ;  that  they  consider  the  people  of  Vermont 
justly  entitled  to  independence,  by  the  resolves  of  Congress,  and  to  oppose 
evei'y  measure  contrary  thereto.  Herewith  enclosed  are  certified  extracts 
from  the  journals  of  Congress,  of  proceedings  in  regard  to  that  people,  upon 
which  no  comment  on  our  part  will  be  necessary ;  Ave  shall  only  observe 
that  we  cannot  but  consider  the  resolve  of  the  5th  instant,  truly  alarming. 
We  have  heard  of  instructions  to  be  sent  forward  from  the  October  session 
of  the  Assembly,  but  none  have  yet  come  to  hand. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem  and  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  Excellency's  very  humble  servants, 

JONATHAN  ARNOLD, 
DAVID  HOWELL. 

On  the  11th  of  December,  the  following  letter,  prepared 
by  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Fitzsimmons.  was 
directed  by  Congress  to  be  sent  to  the  Governor  of  this 
State  : — 

Sir  :  — Congress  are  equally  affected  and  alarmed  by  the  information 
they  have  received,  that  the  Legislature  of  your  State,  at  their  last  meeting, 
refused  their  concurrence  in  the  establit^hment  of  duty  on  imposts.  They 
consider  this  measure  as  so  indispensable  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  that 
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a  sense  of  duty  and  a  regard  to  the  common  safety  compel  them  to  renew 
their  efforts  to  eugage  a  compliance  with  it  ;  and,  in  this  view,  they  have 
determined  to  send  a  deputation  of  three  of  their  members  to  your  State,  as 
expressed  in  the  enclosed  resolution.  The  gentlemen  they  have  appointed 
will  be  able  to  lay  before  you  a  full  and  just  representation  of  the  public 
affairs,  from  which  they  flatter  themselves,  will  result  a  conviction  of  the 
propriety  of  their  solicitude  upon  the  present  occasion.  Convinced  by  past 
experience  of  the  zeal  and  patriotism  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  they  can- 
not doubt,  that  it  will  yield  to  those  urgent  considerations  which  flow  from 
a  knowledge  of  our  true  situation.  They  will  only  briefly  observe,  that  the 
increasing  discontents  of  the  army,  the  loud  clamors  of  the  public  creditors 
and  the  extreme  disproportion  between  the  current  supplies  and  the  demands 
of  the  public  service,  are  so  many  invincible  arguments  for  the  fund  recom- 
mended by  Congress.  They  feel  themselves  unable  to  devise  any  other 
more  efficacious,  less  exceptionable  and  more  generally  agreeable,  and  if 
this  is  rejected,  they  anticipate  calamities  of  a  most  menacing  nature,  with 
this  consolation,  however,  that  they  have  faithfully  discharged  their  trust, 
and  that  the  mischief  which  may  follow  cannot  be  attributed  to  them. 

A  principal  object  of  the  proposed  fund,  is  to  procure  loans  abroad.  If 
no  security  can  be  held  out  to  lenders,  the  success  of  these  must  necessarily 
be  very  limited.  The  last  accounts  on  the  subject  were  not  flattering,  and 
when  intelligence  shall  arrive  in  Europe  that  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  has 
disagreed  to  the  only  fund,  which  has  as  yet  been  devised,  there  is  every 
reason  to  apprehend,  it  will  have  a  fatal  influence  on  their  future  progress. 
Deprived  of  this  resource,  our  affairs  must,  in  all  probability,  rapidly  hasten 
to  a  dangerous  crisis,  and  these  states  be  involved  in  greater  embarrass- 
ments than  they  have  yet  experienced  and  from  which  it  may  be  difficult  to 
emerge.  Congress  will  only  add  a  request  to  your  Excellency,  that  if  the 
Legislature  should  not  be  sitting,  it  may  be  called  together  as  speedily  as 
possible,  to  enable  the  gentlemen  whom  they  have  deputed,  to  perform  the 
purpose  of  their  mission. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Speaker  Bradford  reached  Congress 
December  11th.  On  that  day  Mr.  Howell  made  the  follow- 
ing motion  : — 

"Whereas,  a  letter  to  his  Excellency,  the  President  of  Congress,  from  the 
lower  House  of  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  hath  this  day  been  received  in  Congress  in  the  words  and  fig- 
ures following,  to  wit :     (Here  follows  a  full  copy  of  the  letter.) 

Wherefore,  resolved,  that  the  resolution   of  the   6th  of  December,  for 
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appointing  a  deputation  to  be  sent  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  for  the  pur- 
pose "  of  making  a  full  and  just  representation  of  the  public  affairs  of  the 
United  States,  and  urging  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  compliance  with  the 
resolution  of  the  3d  of  February,  1781,  respecting  the  duties  on  imposts  and 
prizes,  as  a  measure  essential  to  the  safety  and  reputation  of  these  states," 
be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  repealed. 

On  this  motion  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  the 
state  of  New  York,  and  seconded  by  the  state  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, that  the  question  be  now  put,  and  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  previous  question,  no  delegates  voted  in  the 
negative,  except  the  three  then  present  from  this  State,  Mr. 
Collins,  Mr.  Arnold  and  Mr.  Howell.  "  So  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  question  set  aside." 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Speaker  Bradford  was  referred  by  Con- 
gress to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Madi- 
son and  Fitzsimmons,  who  subsequently  submitted  the 
following  report :  — 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Fitz- 
simmons, to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  30th  of  November,  from 
the  Hon.  William  Bradford,  Speaker  of  the  lower  House  of  Assembly  of 
Ehode  Island,  containing,  under  three  heads,  the  reasons  of  that  State  for 
refusing  their  compliance  with  the  recommendation  of  Congress  for  a  duty 
on  imposts  and  prize  goods,  report, 

That  they  flatter  themselves  the  State,  on  a  reconsideration  of  the  objec- 
tions they  have  offered,  with  a  candid  attention  to  the  arguments  which 
stand  in  opposition  to  them,  will  be  induced  to  detract  their  dissent,  con- 
vinced that  the  measure  is  suppoi'ted  on  the  most  solid  grounds  of  equal 
justice,  policy  and  general  utility.  The  following  observations  contrasted 
with  each  head  of  the  objections,  successively,  will  furnish  a  satisfactory 
answer  to  the  whole. 

First  objection — "  That  the  proposed  duty  would  be  unequal  in  its  opera- 
tion, bearing  hardest  upon  the  most  commercial  states,  and  so  would  press 
particularly  hard  upon  that  State,  which  draws  its  chief  support  from  com- 
merce." The  most  common  experience,  joined  to  the  concurrent  opinions 
of  the  ablest  commercial  and  political  observers,  have  established,  beyond 
controversy,  this  general  principle  "that  every  duty  on  imposts  is  incorpo- 
rated with  the  price  of  the  commodity,  and  ultimately  paid  by  the  con- 
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sumer,  with  a  profit  on  the  duty  itself,  as  a  compensation  to  the  merchant 
for  the  advance  of  his  money." 

The  mei'chant  considers  the  duty  demanded  by  the  state  on  the  imported 
article,  in  the  same  light  with  freight,  or  any  similar  charge,  and  adding  it 
to  the  principal  cost,  calculates  his  profit  on  the  aggregate  sum.  It  may  hap- 
pen that,  at  particular  conjunctures,  when  the  markets  are  overstocked,  and 
there  is  a  competition  among  the  sellers,  this  may  not  be  practicable  ;  but, 
in  the  general  course  of  trade,  the  demand  for  consumption  preponderates, 
and  the  merchant  can,  with  ease,  indemnify  himself  and  even  obtain  a 
profit  on  the  advance.  As  a  consumer,  he  pays  his  share  of  the  duty,  but 
if  is  no  further  a  burden  upon  him.  The  consequence  of  the  principle  laid 
down  is,  that  every  class  of  the  community  bears  its  share  of  the  duty,  in 
proportion  to  its  consumption,  which  last  is  regulated  by  the  comparative 
wealth  of  the  respective  classes,  in  conjunction  with  their  habits  of  expense 
or  frugality.  The  rich  and  luxurious  pay  in  proportion  to  their  riches  and 
luxury  ;  the  poor  and  parsimonious,  in  proportion  to  their  poverty  and  par- 
simony. A  chief  excellency  of  this  mode  of  revenue  is,  that  it  preserves  a 
just  measure  to  the  abilities  of  individuals,  promotes  frugality,  and  taxes 
extravagance.  The  same  reasoning  in  our  situation  applies  to  the  inter- 
course between  two  states.  If  one  imports  and  the  other  does  not,  the  lat- 
ter must  be  supplied  by  the  former.  The  duty  being  transferred  to  the  price 
of  the  commodity,  is  no  more  a  charge  on  the  importing  state  for  what  is 
consumed  in  the  other,  than  it  is  a  charge  on  the  merchant  for  what  is  con- 
sumed by  the  farmer  or  artificer.  Either  state  will  only  feel  the  burden  in 
ratio  to  its  consumption,  and  this  will  be  in  proportion  to  its  population  and 
wealth.  What  happens  between  the  different  classes  in  the  same  commu- 
nity internally,  happens  between  the  two  states  ;  and  as  the  merchants,  in 
the  first  case,  so  far  from  losing  the  duty  himself,  has  a  profit  on  the  money 
he  advanced  for  that  purpose,  so  the  importing  state  which,  in  the  second 
case,  is  the  merchant,  with  respect  to  the  others,  is  not  only  reimbursed  by 
the  non-importing  state,  but  has  a  like  benefit  on  the  duty  advanced. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  reverse  of  a  just  position,  that  the  duty  proposed  will 
bear  hardest  on  the  most  commercial  states.  It  will,  if  anything,  have  a 
contrary  effect,  though  not  in  a  sufficient  degree  to  justify  an  objection  on 
the  part  of  the  non-importing  states  ;  for  it  is  as  reasonable  they  should 
allow  an  advance  on  the  duty  paid,  as  on  the  first  cost,  freight,  or  any  acci- 
dental charge.  They  have  also  other  advantages  in  the  measure  fully 
equivalent  to  this  disadvantage.  Over-nice  and  minute  calculations,  in 
matters  of  this  nature,  are  inconsistent  with  national  measures,  and,  in  the 
imperfect  state  of  human  affairs,  would  stagnate  all  the  operations  of  gov- 
ernment.    Absolute  equality  is  not  to  be  attained.     To  aim  at  it,  is  pursu- 
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ing  a  shadow  at  the  expense  of  the  substance,  and,  in  the  event,  we  should 
find  ourselves  wider  of  the  mark  than  if,  in  the  first  instance,  we  were  con- 
tent to  approach  it  Avith  moderation. 

Second  objection — "  That  the  recommendation  proposes  to  introduce  into 
that  and  the  other  states  officers  unknown  and  unaccountable  to  them,  and 
so  is  against  the  constitution  of  the  State." 

It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  constitution  of  any  state  could  mean  to 
define  and  fix  the  precise  number  and  description  of  all  officers  permitted  in 
the  state,  excluding  the  creation  of  any  new  ones,  whatever  might  be  the 
necessity,  derived  from  that  variety  of  circumstances  incident  to  all  political 
institutions.  The  legislature  must  always  have  a  discretionary  power  of 
appointing  officers,  not  expressly  known  to  the  constitution,  and  this  power 
will  include  that  of  authorizing  the  Federal  Government  to  make  the 
appointments  in  cases  where  the  general  welfare  may  require  it.  The 
denial  of  this  would  prove  too  much,  to  wit : — that  the  power  given  by  the 
Confederation  to  Congress,  to  appoint  all  officers  in  the  Post  Office,  was 
illegal  and  unconstitutional. 

The  doctrine  advanced  by  Rhode  Island  would,  perhaps,  prove  also  that 
the  Federal  Government  ought  to  hare  the  appointment  of  no  internal  offi- 
cers whatever,  a  position  that  would  defeat  all  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
federation, and  all  the  purposes  of  the  Union.  The  truth  is,  that  no 
Federal  Constitution  can  exist  without  powers  that,  in  the  exercise,  affect 
the  internal  police  of  the  component  members.  It  is  equally  true  that  no 
government  can  exist  without  a  right  to  appoint  officers  for  those  pui-poses 
which  proceed  from,  and  concentre  in  itself;  and  therefore  the  Confedera- 
tion has  expressly  declared  that  Congress  shall  have  the  power  to  appoint 
all  such  "  civil  officers  as  may  be  necessary  for  managing  the  general  affairs 
of  the  United  States  under  their  direction."  All  that  can  be  required  is,  that 
the  Federal  Government  confine  its  appointments  to  such  as  it  is  empowered 
to  make  by  the  original  act  of  the  Union,  or  by  the  subsequent  consent  of  the 
parties.  Unless  there  should  be  express  words  of  exclusion  in  the  consti- 
tution of  a  state,  there  can  be  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  is  within  the  com- 
pass of  legislative  discretion  to  communicate  that  authority.  The  propriety 
of  doing  it  upon  the  present  occasion  is  founded  on  substantial  reasons. 

The  measure  proposed  is  a  measure  of  necessity.  Repeated  experiments 
have  shown  that  the  revenue  to  be  raised  within  these  states  is  altogether 
inadequate  to  the  public  wants.  The  deficiency  can  only  be  supplied  by 
loans.  Our  applications  to  the  foreign  poAvers,  on  Avhose  friendship  we 
depend,  have  a  success  far  short  of  our  necessities.  The  next  resource  is 
to  borrow  from  individuals.  These  Avill  never  be  actuated  by  generosity, 
nor  reasons  of  state.     It  is  to  their  interest  alone  that  we  must  appeal.     To 
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conciliate  tliis,  we  must  not  only  stipulate  a  proper  compensation  for  what 
they  lend,  but  we  must  give  security  for  the  performance.  TVe  must  pledge 
an  ascertained  fund,  simple  and  productive  in  its  nature,  general  in  its  prin- 
ciple, and  at  the  disposal  of  a  single  will.  There  can  be  little  confidence  in 
a  security  under  the  revisal  of  thirteen  different  deliberatives.  It  must, 
once  for  all,  be  defined  and  established  on  the  faith  of  the  states  solemnly 
pledged  to  each  other,  and  not  revocable  by  any,  without  a  breach  of  the 
general  compact.  It  is  by  such  expedients,  that  nations  whose  resources 
are  understood,  whose  reputations  and  governments  are  erected  on  the 
foundation  of  ages,  are  enabled  to  obtain  a  solid  and  extensive  credit. 
Would  it  be  reasonable  in  us  to  hope  for  more  easy  terms,  who  have  so 
recently  assumed  our  rank  among  the  nations?  Is  it  not  to  be  expected  that 
individuals  will  be  cautious  in  lending  their  money  to  a  people  in  our  cir- 
cumstances, and  that  they  will  at  least  require  the  best  security  we  can 
give?  We  have  an  enemy,  vigilant,  intriguing,  well  acquainted  with  our 
defects  and  embarrassments.  We  may  expect  that  he  will  make  every 
effort  to  instill  diffidence  into  individuals,  and  in  the  present  posture  of  our 
internal  affairs,  he  will  have  too  plausible  ground  on  which  to  tread.  Our 
necessities  have  obliged  us  to  embrace  measures,  with  respect  to  our  public 
credit,  calculated  to  inspire  distrust.  The  prepossessions  on  this  article 
must  naturally  be  against  us,  and  it  is  therefore  indispensable  we  should 
endeavor  to  remove  them,  by  such  means  as  will  be  the  most  obvious  and 
striking.  It  was  with  these  views  Congress  determined  on  a  general  fund, 
and  the  one  they  have  recommended,  must,  upon  a  thorough  examination, 
appear  to  have  fewer  inconveniences  than  any  other. 

It  has  been  remarked  as  an  essential  part  of  the  plan,  that  the  fund  should 
depend  on  a  single  will.  This  will  not  be  the  case  unless  the  collection,  as 
well  as  the  appropriation,  is  under  the  control  of  the  United  States.  For 
it  is  evident  that,  after  the  duty  is  agreed  upon,  it  may,  in  a  great  measure, 
be  defeated  by  an  ineffectual  mode  of  levying  it.  The  United  States  have  a 
common  interest  in  a  uniform  and  equally  energetic  collection  ;  and  not  only 
policy  but  justice  to  all  parts  of  the  Union,  designates  the  utility  of  lodging 
the  power  of  naakiug  it  where  the  interest  is  common.  Without  this,  it 
might  in  reality  operate  as  a  very  unequal  tax. 

Third  objection — •'  That,  by  granting  to  Congress  the  power  to  collect 
moneys  from  the  commerce  of  these  states,  indefinitely  as  to  time  and  quan- 
tity, and  for  the  expenditure  of  which  they  are  not  to  be  accountable  to  the 
states,  they  would  become  independent  of  their  constituents,  and  so  the  pro- 
posed impost  is  repugnant  to  the  liberty  of  the  United  States." 

Admitting  the  principle  of  this  objection  to  be  true,  still  it  ought  to  have 
no  weight  in  the  present  case,  because  there  is   no  analogy  between  the 
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principle  and  the  fact.  First,  the  fund  proposed  is  sufficiently  definite  as  to 
time,  because  it  is  only  coextensive  with  the  existence  of  the  debt,  con- 
tracted and  to  be  contracted  in  the  course  of  the  war.  Congress  is  per- 
suaded that  it  is  as  remote  from  the  intentions  of  their  constituents  to 
perpetuate  that  debt,  as  to  extinguish  it  at  once,  by  a  faithless  neglect  of 
providing  the  means  to  fulfil  the  public  engagements.  Their  ability  to  dis- 
charge it  iu  a  moderate  time,  can  as  little  be  doubted  as  their  inclination  : 
and  the  moment  tliat  debt  ceases,  the  duty,  so  far  as  respects  the  present 
provision,  ceases  with  it.  The  resolution  recommending  the  duty  specifies 
the  object  of  it  to  be  the  discharge  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debts 
already  contracted,  or  which  may  be  contracted,  on  the  faith  of  the  United 
States,  for  supporting  the  present  war. 

Secondly,  the  rate  per  cent,  is  fixed,  and  it  is  not  at  the  option  of  the 
United  States  to  increase  it.  Though  the  product  will  vary  according  to  the 
variations  of  trade,  yet  as  there  is  this  limitation  of  the  rate,  it  cannot 
be  properly  said  to  be  indefinite  as  to  quantity.  By  the  Confederation,  Con- 
gress has  as  absolute  discretion  in  determining  the  quantam  of  revenue 
requisite  for  the  national  expenditure.  When  this  is  done,  nothing  remains 
for  the  states  separately,  but  the  mode  of  raising.  No  state  can  dispute  the 
obligation  to  pay  the  sura  demanded  without  a  breach  of  the  Confederation, 
and  when  the  money  comes  into  the  treasury,  the  appropriation  is  the  exclu- 
sive province  of  the  federal  government.  This  provision  of  the  Confedera- 
tion, without  which  it  would  be  an  empty  form,  comprehends  in  it,  the 
principle  iu  its  fullest  latitude,  which  the  objection  under  consideration, 
treats  as  repugnant  to  the  liberty  of  the  United  States,  to  wit :  an  indefinite 
power  of  prescribing  the  quantity  of  money  to  be  raised,  and  of  appropriating 
it  when  raised.  If  it  be  said  that  the  states,  individually,  having  the  col- 
lection in  their  own  hands,  may  refuse  a  compliance  with  exhorbitant 
demands,  the  Confederation  will  answer,  that  this  is  a  point  of  which  they 
have  no  constitutional  liberty  to  judge.  Such  a  refusal  would  be  an  exer- 
tion of  power  and  not  of  right,  and  the  same  pow-er  which  could  disregard 
a  requisition  made  on  the  authority  of  the  Confederation  might  at  any  time 
arrest  the  collection  of  the  duty. 

The  same  kind  of  responsibility  which  exists  with  respect  to  the  expen- 
diture of  the  money  furnished  in  the  forms  hitherto  practiced  would  be 
equally  applicable  to  the  revenue  from  the  imports. 

The  truth  is,  the  security  intended  to  the  general  liberty  in  the  Confed- 
eration consists  in  the  frequent  election  and  iu  the  rotation  of  the  members 
of  Congress,  by  which  there  is  a  constant  and  an  eflfectual  check  upon  them. 
This  is  the  security  which  the  people  in  every  state  enjoy  against  the  usur- 
pations of  their  internal  governments,   and  it  is  the   true  source  of  security 
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in  a  representative  republic.  The  government  so  constituted,  ought  to  have 
the  means  necessary  to  answer  the  end  of  its  institution.  By  weakening  its 
hands  too  much,  it  may  be  rendered  incapable  of  providing  for  the  internal 
harmony  or  the  exterior  defence  of  the  state. 

The  measure  in  question,  if  not  within  the  letter,  is  within  the  spirit  of 
the  Confederation.  Congress,  by  that,  are  empowered  to  borrow  money  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  by  implication,  to  concert  the  means 
necessary  to  accomplish  the  end.  But  without  insisting  upon  this  argu- 
ment, if  the  Confederation  has  not  made  proper  provision  for  the  exigencies 
of  the  states,  it  will  be  at  all  times  the  duty  of  Congi-ess  to  suggest  further 
provisions,  and  Avhen  their  proposals  are  submitted  to  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  states,  they  can  never  be  charged  with  exceeding  the  bounds  of 
their  trust.  Such  a  consent  is  the  basis  and  sanction  of  the  Confederation, 
which  expressly,  in  the  thirteetth  Article,  empowers  Congress  to  agree  to 
and  propose  such  additional  provision. 

The  remarks  hitherto  made  have  had  reference  principally  to  the  future 
prosecution  of  the  war.  There  still  remains  an  interesting  light  in  which 
the  subject  ought  to  be  viewed. 

The  United  States  have  already  contracted  a  debt  in  Europe  and  in  this 
country,  for  which  their  faith  is  pledged.  The  capital  of  this  debt  can  only 
be  discharged  by  degrees,  but  a  fund  for  this  purpose,  and  for  paying  the 
interest  annually,  on  every  principle  of  policy  and  justice,  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided. The  omission  will  be  the  deepest  ingratitude  and  cruelty  to  a  large 
number  of  meritorious  individuals,  who  in  the  most  critical  periods  of  the 
war  have  adventured  their  fortunes  in  support  of  our  Independence.  It 
would  stamp  the  national  Character  with  indelible  disgrace.  An  annual 
provision  for  the  purpose  will  be  too  precarious.  If  its  continuance  and 
application  were  certain,  it  would  not  afford  complete  relief.  AVith  many, 
the  regular  payment  of  interest,  by  occasional  grants,  would  suffice  ;  but 
with  many  more,  it  avouUI  not.  These  want  the  use  of  the  principal  itself, 
and  they  have  a  right  to  it.  But  since  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  pay  off  the 
principal,  the  next  expedient  is  to  fund  the  debt  and  render  the  evidences  of 
it  negotiable.  Besides  the  advantages  to  individuals  from  this  arrange- 
ment, the  active  stock  of  the  nation  would  be  increased  by  the  whole  amount 
of  the  domestic  debt,  and  of  course  the  abilities  of  the  community  to  con- 
tribute to  the  public  wants.  The  national  credit  would  revive  and  stand 
hereafter  on  a  secure  basis.  This  was  another  object  of  the  proposed 
duty. 

If  it  be  conceded  that  a  similar  fund  is  necessary,  it  can  hardly  be  disput- 
ed that  the  one  recommended  is  the  most  eligible.  It  has  been  already 
shown  that   it  affects  all  parts  of  the  community  in  proportion  to  their  con- 


410  RHODE    ISLAND    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

sumption,  and  has,  therefore,  the  best  pretentions  to  equality.  It  is  the 
most  agreeable  tax  to  the  people  that  can  be  imposed,  because  it  is  paid 
insensibly  and  seems  to  be  voluntary. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  imagined  that  it  is  unfavorable  to  commence,  but  the 
contrary  can  easily  be  demonstrated.  It  has  been  seen  that  it  does  not 
diminish  the  profit  of  the  merchant,  and  of  course  can  be  no  diminution  of 
his  inducements  to  trade.  It  is  too  moderate  in  its  amount  to  discourage 
the  consumption  of  imported  goods,  and  cannot  on  that  account  abridge  the 
extent  of  importations.  If  it  even  had  this  effect,  it  would  be  an  advantage 
to  commei-ce  by  lessening  the  proportion  of  our  imports  to  our  exports,  and 
inclining  the  balance  in  favor  of  this  country. 

The  principal  thing  to  be  consulted  for  the  advancement  of  commerce  is 
to  promote  exports.  All  impediments  to  these,  either  by  way  of  prohibi- 
tion, or  by  increasing  the  prices  of  native  commodities,  decreasing  by  that 
means  their  sale  and  consumption  at  foreign  markets,  are  injurious.  Duties 
on  exports  have  this  operation.  For  the  same  reason,  taxes  on  possessions 
and  the  articles  of  our  own  growth  or  manufacture,  whether  in  the  form  of 
a  land  tax,  excise,  or  any  other,  are  more  hurtful  to  trade  than  impost 
duties.  The  tendency  of  all  such  taxes  is  to  increase  the  prices  of  those 
articles  which  are  the  objects  of  exportation,  and  to  enable  others  to  under- 
sell us  abroad.  The  farmer,  if  he  pays  a  heavy  land  tax,  must  endeavor 
to  get  more  for  the  products  of  his  farm ;  the  mechanic  and  laborer,  if  they 
find  the  necessaries  of  life  grow  dearer  by  an  excise,  must  endeavor  to 
exact  higher  wages.  And  these  causes  will  produce  an  increase  of  prices 
within,  and  operate  against  foreign  commerce.  It  is  not,  however,  to  be 
inferred  that  the  whole  revenue  ought  to  be  drawn  from  imposts.  All 
extremes  are  to  be  rejected.  The  chief  thing  to  be  attended  to  is,  that  the 
weight  of  taxes  fall  not  too  heavily,  in  the  first  instance,  upon  particular 
parts  of  the  community.  A  judicious  distribution  to  all  kinds  of  taxable 
property  is  a  first  principle  in  taxation. 

The  tendency  of  these  observations  is  only  to  show  that  taxes  on  posses- 
sions, on  articles  of  our  own  growth  and  manufacture,  are  more  prejudicial 
to  trade  than  duties  on  imports. 

The  observations  which  conclude  the  letter  on  which  these  remarks  are 
made,  naturally  lead  to  reflections  that  deserve  the  serious  attention  of 
every  member  of  the  Union.  There  is  a  happy  mean  between  too  much 
confidence  and  excessive  jealousy,  in  which  the  health  and  prosperity  of  a 
state  consist.  Either  extreme  is  a  dangerous  vice  ;  the  first  is  a  temptation 
to  men  in  power  to  arrogate  more  than  they  have  a  right  to  ;  the  latter 
enervates  government,  prevents  system  in  the  administration,  defeats  the 
most  salutary  measures,  breeds  confusion  in  the  state,  disgusts  and  dis- 
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contents  among  the  people,  and  may  eventually  prove  as  fatal  to  liberty  as 
the  opposite  tempers.  It  is  certainly  pernicious  to  leave  any  government 
in  a  situation  of  responsibility  disproportioned  to  its  power. 

The  conduct  of  the  war  is  intrusted  to  Congress,  and  the  public  expecta- 
tion is  turned  upon  them,  without  any  competent  means  at  their  command  to 
satisfy  the  important  trust.  After  the  most  full  and  solemn  deliberations, 
under  a  collective  view  of  all  the  public  difficulties,  they  recommend  a 
measure  which  appears  to  them  the  corner  stone  of  the  public  safety.  They 
see  this  measure  suspended  for  near  two  years  ;  partially  complied  with  by 
some  of  the  states,  rejected  by  one  of  them,  and  in  danger,  on  that  account, 
of  being  frustrated  ; — the  public  embarrassments  every  day  increasing,  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  army  growing  more  serious,  the  other  creditors  of  the 
public  clamoring  for  justice  ;  both,  irritated  by  the  delay  of  measures  for 
their  present  relief  or  future  security  ;  the  hopes  of  our  enemies  encouraged 
to  protract  the  war ;  the  zeal  of  our  friends  depressed  by  an  appearance  of 
remissnesss  and  want  of  exertion,  on  our  part ;  Congress  harrassed ;  the 
national  character  suffering,  and  the  national  safety  at  the  mercy  of  events. 

This  state  of  things  cannot  but  be  extremely  painful  to  Congress,  and 
appear  to  your  Committee  to  make  it  their  duty  to  be  urgent  to  obviate  the 
evils  with  which  it  is  pregnant. 

Another  resolution  passed  Congress  on  the  6th  of  Decem- 
ber, which  undoubtedly  had  its  origin  in  the  opposition 
manifested  by  the  delegates  of  this  State  to  the  granting  of 
the  five  per  cent,  impost : — 

Whereas,  There  is  reason  to  suspect,  that  as  well  the  national  character 
of  the  United  States  and  the  honor  of  Congress,  as  the  finances  of  the  said 
states,  may  be  injured  and  the  public  service  greatly  retarded  by  some  pub- 
lications that  have  been  made  concerning  the  foreign  affairs  of  the  said 
states, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  this  subject, 
and  report  what  steps   they  conceive   are   necessary  to  be  taken   thereon. 

The  names  of  the  committee  appear  in  the  journal  of 
Congress,  December  12th,  in  the  following  entry : — 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Carroll,  and  Mr. 
Madison,  appointed  to  consider  how  far  the  honor  of  Congress  and  the 
finances  of  the  United  States  may  be  affected  by  certain  late  publications 
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on  the  subject  of  foreign  loans,  report :  Tliat,  among  the  different  publica- 
tions which  have  been  lately  made  concerning  foreign  loans,  they  have 
particularly  attended  to  a  very  remarkable  extract  of  a  letter,  published  in 
the  Boston  Gazette  of  Nov.  10th,  1782,  under  the  Providence  head,  which 
is  there  said  to  be  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Philadelphia 
to  a  friend  in  that  town,  dated  October  16th,  in  which  are  the  following 
observations : 

"This  day  letters  have  been  read  in  Congress  from  Mr.  Adams,  of 
the  16th  of  August,  and  Mr.  Dumas,  his  Secretary,  of  the  19th.  Tlie  loan 
he  is  negotiating  fills  as  fast  as  could  be  expected.  The  national  impor- 
tance of  the  United  States  is  constantly  rising  in  the  estimation  of  European 
powers  and  the  civilized  world.  Such  is  their  credit  that  they  have,  of 
late,  failed  in  no  application  for  foreign  loans,  and  the  only  danger  on  that 
score  is  that  of  contracting  too  large  a  debt." 

Your  committee  have  examined  the  several  letters  that  have  been 
received  from  Mr.  Adams,  your  minister  at  the  Hague,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  six  months,  as  well  as  those  from  Mr.  Dumas  and  the  sundry  letters 
that  have  been  received  from  your  ministers  at  Versailles  and  Madrid,  on 
the  subject  of  loans,  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  and  they  are  sorry 
to  observe,  that  the  positions  just  referred  to  on  the  subject  of  loans  are 
not  only  ill-founded,  but  some  of  them  are  expressly  contradicted  by  the 
letters  of  your  ministers  at  foreign  courts  ;  and  whereas  the  above  extract, 
from  its  date  and  particular  mention  of  other  dates,  is  so  drawn  as  to  give 
reason  to  suspect  that  it  was  written  by  a  member  of  Congress,  or  by  some 
person  officially  entrusted  with  their  papers,  and  as  the  duty  and  honor  of 
Congress  require  that  they  should  endeavor  to  detect  and  prevent  misrep- 
resentations of  this  kind. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  be  instructed  to  write 
to  the  Executive  of  Rhode  Island,  requesting  him  to  inquire  through  what 
channels  the  above  communication  was  made,  and  who  is  the  supposed 
author  of  the  extract  referred  to,  and  report  accordingly. 

Which  report  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  18th  day  of  December,  the  following  motion 
being  before  Congress,  to  wit : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  be  discharged  from 
the  instruction  given  him  on  the  12th  inst.,  Mr.  Howell,  a  delegate  from 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  having  acknowledged  himself  as  the  author  of 
the  extract  of  the  letters  quoted  in  the  report  of  the  committee. 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  motion  before  the  House,  to  make  way  for 
one  he  read  in  his  place,  in  the  words  following : — 

David  Howell,  of  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  now  a  delegate  in  Congress  for  said  State,  having  in  his 
place  made  the  following  declaration,  viz.  :  That  he  hath,  in  sundry  letters 
to  his  constituents,  written  largely  on  the  public  affairs,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  of  the  United  States,  particularly  in  a  letter  of  fifteen  pages  in 
folio,  directed  to  his  Excellency  William  Greene,  Esq.,  Governor  of  said 
State,  and  in  another,  less  copious,  directed  to  John  Carter,  Esq.,  printer 
of  the  Providence  Gazette^  from  one  of  which,  he  doubts  not,  was  extracted 
a  certain  paragraph  in  the  Providence  Gazette  of  the  2d  of  November  last, 
as  follows,  viz.  : — 

"  This  day  letters  have  been  read  in  Congress  from  Mr.  Adams  of  the 
16th  of  August ;  jNL'.  Dumas,  his  Secretary,  of  the  19th.  The  loan  he  is 
negotiating  fills  as  fast  as  could  be  expected.  *  *  *  *  Xhe  national 
importance  of  the  United  States  is  constantly  rising  in  the  estimation  of 
European  powers  and  the  civilized  world,  *  *  *  Such  is  their  credit 
that  they  have,  of  late,  failed  in  no  application  for  foreign  loans,  and  the 
danger  on  that  score  is  that  of  contracting  too  large  a  debt.  *  *  * 
desunt  non  nulla." 

But  not  having  copies  of  said  letters,  he  is  at  present  unable  to  identify 
the  words  and  sentences.  The  substance  he  avows  to  have  written,  not 
only  in  said  letters,  but  others  on  sundry  occasions  ;  at  the  same  time  abso- 
lutely protesting  generally  against  any  power  exercised  or  claimed  by  Con- 
gress to  call  any  mem.ber  of  their  body  to  account  for  any  information 
which  he  may  think  proper  to  communicate  to  his  constituents,  the  secrets 
only  of  Congress  excepted,  and  more  especially  against  any  powers  in  the 
present  Congress  to  call  to  account  a  member  of  the  late  Congress.  Fur- 
ther alleging  and  protesting  that  the  resolve  of  the  —  day  of  December 
inst.,  appointing  a  commitlee  of  Congress  on  late  publications,  is  a  depar- 
ture from  the  dignity  of  Congress,  and  tends  to  establish  a  precedent 
dangerous  to  the  freedom  of  the  press,  the  palladium  of  liberty,  civil  and 
religious  ;  and  that  the  resolve  of  the  —  day  of  December  inst.,  accepting 
the  report  of  the  said  committee  against  a  certain  paragraph  in  a  newspaper, 
and  demanding  the  writer  thereof  to  be  delivered  up  by  the  Executive  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  is,  in  effect,  an  infraction  of  the  5th  Article  of 
the  Confederation,  which  allows  freedom  of  speech  and  debate  in  Congress, 
and  of  course  a  free  communication  of  such  speeches  and  debates  to  their 
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constituents  by  the  members  of  Congress,  without  being  accountable  to  that 
body  for  the  propriety  of  what  is  said,  debated,  or  communicated  ;  and 
declaring  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  said  paragraph,  respecting  foreign 
loans,  are  substantially  true,  and  can  be  established  by  authentic  documents 
in  possession  of  Congress,  there  having  been  no  eventual  and  final  failure 
in  any  "  late  application,"  that  the  opinions  advanced  are  such  as  he  enter- 
tained and  declared  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  when  the  sum  of  a  foreign 
loan  was  agitated,  as  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  journal  will  manifest,  and 
such  as  he  still  retains,  and  in  which  he  is  not  alone  ;  that  great  injustice 
may  be  done  to  the  most  cautious  writers  by  publishing  a  single  paragraph 
only,  of  a  letter  of  which,  however,  he  does  not,  in  this  instance,  complain, 
and  still  greater  by  a  committee  of  Congress  reporting  only  a  part  of  such 
paragraph,  and  thereby  fixing  it  on  the  journals  in  such  a  detached  and 
maimed  condition,  of  which  he  does  not  complain,  and  alleges  that  such 
proceeding  threatens  the  privileges  and  endangers  the  characters  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress ;  that  such  a  mode  of  inquisition,  established  by  the 
authority  of  Congress,  has  a  tendency  to  erect  a  system  of  despotism,  by 
deterring  the  minority  from  writing  freely  to  their  constituents  such  things 
as  they  have  a  right  to  know,  lest  their  letters  should  be  intercepted,  pub- 
lished in  detached  paragraphs  injuriously  fixed  on  the  journals  of  Congress 
by  an  overbearing  majority ;  that  it  is  well  known  that,  in  his  private  opin- 
ion, he  is,  has  been,  and  has  a  right  to  be  against  the  five  per  cent,  impost 
(his  constituents  expected  him  to  oppose  it)  ;  that  be  has  been  faithful  to 
them  in  that  particular  will  not  be  denied.  He  is  happy  to  find  that  the 
State  he  has  the  honor  to  represent  has  unanimously  rejected  that  danger- 
ous measure  by  a  solemn  determination  of  the  Lower  House  of  Assembly, 
on  the  first  day  of  November  last,  fifty-three  members  being  present.  If 
the  part  he  has  taken  in  that  regard  has  drawn  on  him  the  resentment  of 
any,  he  will  endeavor  to  sustain  it  with  a  fortitude  becoming  the  cause  of 
freedom  and  his  country,  which,  in  every  part  of  his  life,  he  has  uniformly 
supported,  and  for  proof  appeals  to  the  journals  of  Congress.  His  constit- 
uents have  hitherto  approved  his  conduct,  and  he  trusts  they  wiU  not  fail  to 
support  him.  He  considers  himself  as  their  servant,  and  to  them  alone  is 
he  accountable  for  his  doings ;  and,  under  them,  servant  of  the  United 
States,  but  not  the  servant  of  Congress. 

The  declaration  and  protest  being  duly  considered,  resolved,  that  the 
resolution  of  the  12th  inst.,  in  the  words  following,  "Resolved,  that  the 
Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  be  instriicted  to  write  to  the  Executive  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  request  him  to  inquire  through  what  channel  the  above 
communication  was  made,  or  who  is  the  supposed  author  of  the  extract 
referred  to,  and  report  accordingly,''  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  revoked. 
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This  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  being  seconded  by  Mr.  Arnold, 
and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  it,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Howell,  passed  in  the  negative,  Rhode  Island 
alone  voting  in  its  favor. 

The  first  motion  was  therefore  adopted. 

After  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  the  following  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Carroll : — 

Congress  having,  in  respect  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  admitted  on 
their  Journals,  an  entry  of  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Arnold,  highly  derogatory  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  such 
measures  as  it  will  be  proper  for  Congress  to  adopt  thereupon. 

An  ineffectual  attempt  was  made  by  Mr.  Arnold  and  Mr. 
Howell  to  amend  this  resolution  by  striking  out  the  w^ords, 
*^'  Highly  derogatory  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled." 

The  original  motion  was  then  passed,  and  Messrs.  Gilman, 
of  New  Hampshire  ;  Hamilton,  of  New  York,  and  Madison, 
of  Virginia,  were  appointed  on  the  committee. 

They  reported,  on  the  20th,  the  following  resolution : — 

Eesolyed,  That  the  said  motion,  with  the  preceding  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, to  Avhich  it  refers,  be  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  with  an  authentic 
copy  of  the  several  applications  for  foreign  loans,  and  the  result  thereof. 

On  the  31st  of  the  same  month,  the  Superintendent  of 
Finance  was  directed  to  lay  before  Congress  such  extracts 
from  letters  received  by  him  from  Dr.  Franklin,  dated  April 
8th,  and  August  12th,  1782,  and  read  in  Congress  on  the 
27th  of  December,  as  should  be  requested  by  Mr.  Howell. 

These  were,  on  the  2d  day  of  January,  ordered  to  be 
delivered  to  Mr.  Howell. 

On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Arnold  moved  the  passage  of  the 
following  resolution : — 
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Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  be  directed  to  trausmit 
to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations, 
certilied  copies  of  the   following  extracts  of  public  letters  from  Europe, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  For- 
eign Affau's,  dated  Passy,  x4LUgust  12th,  1782  :  — 

All  ranks  of  this  nation  appear  to  be  in  good  humor  with  us,  and  our 
reputation  raises  in  Europe. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Ver- 
sailles, to  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  dated  Passy, 
September  3d,  1782  :  — 

It  aifords  me  much  satisfaction  to  find  the  conduct  of  Congress  approved 
by  all  that  hear  or  speak  of  it,  and  to  see  all  the  marks  of  a  constantly 
growing  regard  for  us,  and  confidence  in  us,  among  those  in  whom  such 
sentiments  are  most  to  be  desired. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  same  Minister  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Finance,  dated  Passy,  April  8th,  1782,  read  in 
Congress  December  12th,  1782  :  — 

Our  public  affairs  go  on  swimmingly  in  Holland. 

And  an  extract  of  another  letter  from  the  some  Minister, 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  dated  Passy,  r2th  of 
August,  1782  ;  read  in  Congress  December  27th,  1782,  viz  : — 

Your  conduct,  activity,  and  address,  as  financier  and  provider  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  state,  is  much  admired  and  praised  here,  its  good  conse- 
quences being  so  evident,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  rising  credit  of 
our  country  and  the  value  of  bills. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  Hague,  to  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  dated 
Hague,  July  5th,  1782  :— 
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Although  I  was  obliged  to  engage  with  them  for  five  millions  of  guilders, 
I  do  not  expect  we  shall  obtain  that  sum  for  a  long  time.  If  we  get  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  by  Christmas,  it  will  be  more  than  I  expect. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  to 
the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affau's,  dated  Paris,  October  5th, 

1782:— 

In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  me,  dated  Hague,  September  20th,  I 
had  the  following  intelligence.  "  We  have  at  length  the  consent  of  all  the 
cities  and  provinces,  and  have  adjusted  and  agreed  upon  every  article,  word, 
syllable  and  point,  in  the  treaty  of  commerce,  and  clerks  are  employed  in 
making  out  fair  copies  for  signature,  which  will  be  done  this  week.  Amidst 
the  innumerable  crowd  of  loans,  which  are  opened  in  this  country,  many  of 
which  have  little  success,  I  Avas  afraid  that  ours  would  have  failed.  I  have, 
however,  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  I  am  at  least  one  million  and  a 
half  in  cash  ;  about  three  millions  of  livres,  which  will  be  an  aid  to  the  ope- 
rations of  our  finances."  From  this,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Adams  has  well 
employed  his  time  in  Holland,  and  I  beg  you  will  please  to  communicate 
this  extract  to  Mr.  Morris. 

jSIr.  Arnold  also  moved  the  passage  of  the  following :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Secretary,  also  transmit  to  the  said  Executive, 
certified  copies  of  the  several  letters  that  have  been  received  from  Mr,  Adams, 
the  Minister  at  the  Hague,  in  the  course  of  the  last  six  months,  as  well  as 
those  from  Mr.  Dumas,  and  the  sundry  letters  that  have  been  received  from 
the  Ministers  at  Versailles  and  Madrid,  on  the  subject  of  loans,  in  the  course 
of  the  year  1782  ;  and  of  all  other  letters  respecting  applications  for  foreign 
loans  and  the  result  thereof,  and  respecting  which,  secrecy  has  not  been  and 
and  is  not  enjoined  by  Congress. 

A  motion  was  made  by  IMr.  Walcott,  seconded  by  Mr.  Car- 
roll, to  amend  by  prefixing  the  following  preamble  : — 

"Whereas,  the  delegates  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  have  frequently 
interrupted  and  delayed  the  important  business  of  Congress,  by  their  solici- 
tations to  obtain  certain  extracts  from  letters  received  by  Congress  from 
their  ministers,  to  have  them  transmitted  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  ;  and 
whereas,  all  such  extracts  being  taken  Avithout  the  connection  which  they 
have  to  other  parts  of  such  letters,  will  be  very  liable  to  misguide  those  to 
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whom  such  extracts  shall  be  sent,  yet  considering  the  interruptions  which 
such  frequent  motions  occasion  to  the  necesssary  business  of  the  United 
States. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gilman,  seconded  by  Mr. , 


to  amend  the  amendment  by  inserting  before  the  words  "  the 
delegates,"  the  words  "  some  of." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rutledge,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Hawkins,  as  follows : 

Congress  having  on  the  20th  of  December  last,  directed  the  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  to  transmit  to  the  Executive  authoHty  of  Rhode  Island  an 
authenticated  state  of  the  several  applications  for  foreign  loans,  and  the 
result  thereof,  Resolved  that  the  foregoing  motion  be  postponed. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Gilman,  that  the  whole  be  committed.  On  the  question  of 
commitment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  How- 
ell^ nine  states  voted  yea,  and  one  (Rhode  Island),  nay. 

Mr.  Gilman,  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  Ellsworth  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Osgood,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Hamilton,  that  the  entry  of  this  proceeding  be  made  in  the 
Secret  Journal,  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell,  eight  states 
voted  yea.  Ehode  Island  voted  nay,  and  South  Carolina  was 
divided. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  above 
copied,  of  Mr.  Arnold,  on  the  14th  of  January,  submitted  the 
following  report :  — 

That  in  their  opinion,  it  would  be  improper  for  Congress  to  concur  in  the 
object  of  that  motion,  as,  with  respect  to  a  part  of  the  extracts  specified, 
relating  merely  to  the  general  growing  importance  of  these  states,  the 
injunction  of  secresy  being  taken  off,  any  member  who  inclines  to  commu- 
nicate them  to  his  state  may  take  copies  of  them,  and  more  especially  as 
Mr.  Howell  was  furnished  with  complete  copies  of  letters  from  which  par- 
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ticular  detached  sentences  are  now  requoted ;  and  with  respect  to  such 
extracts  as  relate  to  the  subject  of  foreign  loans,  they  are  already  within 
purview  of  the  resolution  of  the  20th  of  December  last,  directing  the  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs  to  transmit  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  an  authenticated  state  of  the  applications  for  foreign  loans,  and  the 
result ;  that  the  same  observation  applies  to  that  part  of  the  motion  which 
relates  generally  to  the  transmission  of  the  letters  from  our  Foreign  Minis- 
ters, on  the  subject  of  loans,  not  under  the  injunction  of  secresy,  with  this 
additional  consideration,  that  such  of  those  letters  as  would,  in  fact,  throw 
ligl^t  upon  the  subject,  comprehend  many  delicate  transactions,  which  it  is 
the  duty  of  Congress,  at  the  present  juncture,  to  conceal.  The  committee, 
notwithstanding,  are  of  opinion  that,  to  obviate  misrepresentation,  it  will 
be  advisable  to  transmit  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Arnold's  motion  and  the  proceedings  thereupon,  with  a  request 
that  precautious  may  be  taken  to  prevent  their  appearing  in  the  public 
papers. 

On  the  question,  Resolved  that  Congress  agree  to  said 
report. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  Mr.  Howell  obtained  leave  of 
absence  from  Congress.  Events  then  transpiring  induced 
him  to  remain  until  after  the  first  of  January. 

The  following  letters  from  Mr.  Arnold  are  inserted  as 
containing  his  opinions  of  the  official  conduct  of  Mr.  Howell, 
referred  to  in  the  foregoing  documents,  and  his  views  of  the 
action  of  Congress :  — 

Jonathan  Arnold  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  December  6th,  1782. 
Sir  :  — I  hav^  nothing  more  to  communicate  in  respect  to  public  affairs, 
but  what  the  extracts  from  the  Journals  of  Congress,  and  my  colleagues  and 
and  my  joint  letters  will  do.  Yet  I  cannot  refrain  from  troubling  your  Excel- 
lency with  a  few  observations  upon  the  conduct  of  Mr  Howell,  since  my  arriv- 
al to  this  city,  and  which  I  believe,  from  various  reasons,  has  been  invariable 
the  same  ever  since  he  had  a  seat  in  Congress.  It  appears  to  have  been  his  first 
and  only  wish  to  serve  his  country  generally,  and  especially  his  constituents, 
with  unshaken  fidelity.  He  has  had  no  separate  interested  views  to  lead 
him  from  these  objects.  He  clearly  understood  the  force  of  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  and  distinguished  between  the  rights  relinquished  by  the  sep- 
arate states  and  those  retained ;  and  on  this,  appeared  desirous  to  fix  his 
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decisions  on  such  questions  as  were  discussed.  On  other  occasional  and 
detached  points,  he  ever  showed  a  desire  to  do  justice,  consistent  with  honor 
and  economy,  and  judging  that  in  many  instances,  the  gratuities  and  sala- 
ries of  tlie  civil  officers  were  beyond  what  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
people  could  bear,  he  has*  missed  no  proper  oi)portunity  of  speaking  freely 
his  opinion  thereon,  and  to  enforce  the  necessity  of  their  reduction.  He  has 
been  zealous  and  active  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  justice  in  regard  to  the 
Western  territory,  part  of  which  is  already  ceded.  He  has  also,  exerted 
himself  to  obtain  some  effectual  measure  whereby  the  public  accounts  might 
be  collected  and  settled  upon  constitutional  principles  and  the  public  credit 
thereby  restored,  without  the  necessity  of  recurrence  to  measures  unknown 
in  and  contrary  to  such  principles.  But  I  am  sorry  to  say  in  this  his  exer- 
tions have  hitherto  proved  fruitless.  For  his  conduct  in  the  preceding  mat- 
ters, he  has  been  looked  upon  in  an  invidious  light,  by  those  whose  princi- 
ples and  conduct  have  been  opposed  to  him.  He  has  been  treated  with  a 
coldness  and  indifference  which  must  have  been  extremely  mortifying  to 
his  feelings,  and  which  to  avoid,  would  have  swerved  from  his  purpose  any 
one  not  endowed  with  an  uncommon  share  of  firmness. 

As  he  is  soon  to  return,  I  have  reason  to  expect  that  the  inveterate  enmity 
which  his  honest  and  patriotic  zeal  in  his  country's  cause  has  raised  in  the 
breasts  of  those  to  Avhom  he  has  necessarily  been  opposed,  will  be  exerted 
and  follow  him  to  his  home,  and  that  the  most  unremitted  industry  will  be 
used  to  injure  him  in  the  State  he  has  with  so  much  integrity  represented. 
My  duty,  therefore,  to  the  State  to  prevent  impositions  upon  them,  and  to 
him,  as  a  colleague,  in  whose  confidence  and  friendship  I  have  been  sin- 
gularly happy  during  my  residence  here,  and  with  whom  I  have  on  most  occa- 
sions been  united  in  sentiment  as  to  public  measures,  oblige  me,  unknown  to 
him,  to  give  this  public  testimony  of  his  conduct. 

Hoping  and  trusting,  while  his  principles  and  conduct  continue  as  at  pre- 
sent, he  will  have  the  love  and  esteem  of  his  constituents,  and  be  consid- 
ered, as  he  really  is,  a  very  worthy  and  able  defender  of  their  rights  and 
liberties, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  repect  and  esteem. 
Your  Excellency's  very  humble  servant, 

JONATHAN  ARNOLD. 

Jonathan  Arnold  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  December  l<Sth,  1782. 
Sir  :  — I  have  to  inform  you  that,  although  Mr.  Collins  arrived  here  this 
day  week,  Mr,  Howell  is  still  here,  and  how  much  longer  he  will  be  detain- 
ed is  unknown  ;  Congress  having  taken  such   measures  affecting  him  per- 
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sonally,  and  relative  to  his  public  conduct,  as  to  render  his  stay  of  absolute 
necessity.  He  has  vindicated  himself  with  a  firmness  becoming  a  represen- 
tative of  a  free  State.  And  as  the  liberties  of  the  State  and  its  rights  by 
Confederation,  I  conceived  to  be  invaded  by  the  measures  pursued  against 
him,  he  has  had  every  support  I  could  afford  him.  This  has  drawn  on  me 
the  attention  of  Congress,  and  I  am  included  in  a  resolution  of  this  day,  for 
referring  to  a  committee  a  certain  motion  made  by  Mr.  Howell^  and  sec- 
onded by  me.  wherein  were  asserted  the  rights  of  a  delegate  and  the  dan- 
gerous tendency  of  the  measures  pursuing,  to  their  privileges  and  to  the 
liberties  and  privileges  of  the  United  States,  in  the  form  of  a  declaration 
and  protest.  I  have  not  time  to  copy  and  enclose  it  by  this,  but  shall  for- 
ward it  by  the  next  opportunity.  Where  and  when  the  matter  will  end,  it  is 
impossible  to  say,  but  I  hope  it  will  not  change  the  resolution  of  the  Assem- 
bly in  respect  to  the  impost,  which  I  am  pursuaded  it  is  calculated  to  do.  I 
am  certain  it  cannot  when  the  matter  is  fully  known,  and  instead  thereof, 
it  might  fix  their  opinion  as  expressed  in  the  third  reason,  which  they  stated 
to  Congress,  when  they  communicated  their  refusal  therewith.  Mr.  Collins 
being  absent  and  the  post  just  setting  off,  I  have  not  the  opportunity  to 
write  jointly  with  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect  for  your  Excellency  and 
the  Honorable  Assembly, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

JONATHAN  ARNOLD. 

Jonathan  Arnold  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  8th,  1783. 
Sir  :  —  The  return  of  my  late  colleague,  Mr.  Howell,  prevents  the  neces- 
sity of  my  writing  particularly  on  public  affairs,  as  he  will  be  able  to  give 
every  information  in  that  regard.  But  the  duty  I  owe  to  the  State  obliges 
me  to  give  an  account  of  the  extraordinary  proceedings  in  Congress  towards 
that  gentleman.  To  do  which  it  is  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to  inform 
you  that  a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  Congress  had  the  most  san- 
guine views  of  obtaining  the  proposed  Continental  impost  of  five  per  cent., 
which  was  held  out  by  them  as  the  only  means  of  restoring  public  credit, 
of  preventing  a  disunion  of  the  states,  and  saving  the  country  from  imme- 
diate ruin.  In  short,  it  was  extolled  as  the  infallible,  grand  political 
catholicon  by  which  every  evil  was  to  be  avoided,  and  every  advantage 
derived.  Of  consequence,  everything  done  in  opposition  to  that  daring 
measure,  placed  the  doer  in  the  most  obnoxious  point  of  view.  This  was 
Mr.  Howell's  situation  at  my  arrival,  since  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
share  a  part  of  the  burden . 
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From  circumstances,  it  was  soon  obvious  that  the  favorers  and  expectants 
of  that  measure  considered  him  as  the  chief  stumbling  stone  in  tlie  way  of 
their  Avishes,  and  directly  after  iotelligence  arrived  in  this  city  that  the 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  had 
rejected  the  impost,  and  previous  to  the  arrival  of  any  official  account 
thereof,  the  proceedings  contained  in  the  extract  from  the  Journals  No.  1, 
took  place  ;  and  the  same  day,  December  6th,  a  deputation  was  appointed 
to  go  to  Rhode  Island,  to  urge  a  compliance  with  the  impost.  By  the  latter 
the  design  of  the  former  was  very  evident.  But  prudence  dictated  silence 
in  regard  to  the  proceedings  until  a  further  progress  should  determine  in 
what  manner  the  gathering  storm  would  fall. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  Mr.  Collins  gave  the  letter  of  the  Speaker  of 
the  lower  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Pi-esident  of  Congress,  Avhich,  being 
read,  the  motion  and  proceedings  were  made  and  took  place,  as-in  the 
extract  of  the  Journals  No.  3.  And  the'same  day,  the  committee  above 
mentioned  reported  as,  by  the  extract  No.  2  of  that  day,  appears. 

It  was  now  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  proceedings  originated  in  a  fixed 
design  to  ruin  Mr.  Howell's  credit  and  character,  with  the  State  he  served, 
and  thereby  desti'oy  that  influence  he  Avas  supposed  to  have  in  opposing  the 
impost,  their  favorite  object.  To  prevent  further  trouble,  Mr.  Howell, 
after  deliberating  upon  the  matter,  avowed  himself  to  be  the  Avriter  of  a 
letter  from  which  it  was  probable  the  extract  referred  to  in  the  report,  was 
taken,  and  averred  the  facts  therein  stated  to  be  true,  as  could  be  shown 
from  the  letters,  &c.,  on  the  files  of  Congress. 

During  this  progress  the  deputation  were  preparing  for  their  tour.  A 
committee  of  appointment  had  drawn  up  a  very  lengthy  performance, 
wherein  a  state  of  public  affairs,  foreign  and  domestic,  was  elaborately 
wrought  up  to  the  liking  of  a  majority  of  Congress,  who  received  and 
approved  it,  and  of  which  I  shall  say  nothing  more  at  present,  as  I  mean  to 
forward  a  copy  thereof  as  soon  as  it  can  be  procured. 

In  the  mean  time,  sundry  letters  received  from  Europe,  which  it  Avas 
declared  necessary  should  be  kept  secret,  and  many  transactions  respecting 
the  deputation  wore  an  aspect  Avhich  I  could  not  reconcile  to  my  own  feel- 
ings. Secrecy  was  enjoined  upon  members  of  Congress,  in  matters  public 
in  the  city  and  daily  publishing  in  the  newspapers,  until  I  was  obliged  to 
declare,  upon  the  floor,  that  in  matters  Avhere  the  necessity  therefor  could 
not  be  pointed  out,  and  AA'hich  I  deemed  interesting  to  the  State  I  had  the 
honor  to  represent  to  be  informed  of,  I  should  not  hold  myself  bound  by  a 
majority  from  making  the  necessary  communications  thereof  to  my  constit- 
uents. As  a  circumstantial  detail  of  the  many  particulars  Avhich  took  place 
during  the  prosecution  of  my  colleague,  would  draAV  out  a  letter  to  too  great 
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a  length,  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  generally  to  the  extracts  herewith 
enclosed,  and  "svill  mention  such  only  as  tend  to  explain  them,  and  such 
further  proceedings,  of  which  copies  cannot  be  procured. 

On  the  18th  of  December,  a  motion  was  made  betore  the  House  for 
repealing  the  resolution  for  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  write  to  the 
State,  requesting  the  author  of  said  letter  to  be  given  up,  as,  it  was  said  in 
the  motion,  "  INtr.  Howell,  a  delegate  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  hav- 
ing acknowledged  himself  the  author,"  &c.  It  would  appear  by  a  motion 
thus  expressed  that  Mr.  Howell  not  only  acknowledged  himself  the  author 
thereof,  but  that  he  submitted  to  the  stigma  the  committee  had  fixed  upon 
it  in  their  report,  which  was  entered  on  the  Journals.  Therefore  this  was 
warmly  opposed  by  Mr.  Howell,  and  in  which  I  supported  him.  But  when 
the  members  seemed  determined  to  bring  his  name  on  the  Journals  in  that 
disagreeable  view,  Mr.  Howell  then  offered  his  declaration  and  protest  which 
appears  in  the  extract  enclosed,  No.  2.  And  though,  from  the  first  it  was 
my  fixed  intention  to  support  my  colleague,  so  far  as  I  could  with  truth  and 
justice,  yet  I  felt  a  reluctance  at  bringing  on  the  Journals  what  must  place 
Congress  in  a  view  which  was  painful  to  me,  and,  after  seconding  his 
motion  I  desired  him  to  withdraw  it,  to  make  way  for  an  amendment  which 
Twis'hed  to  make  to  the  motion  first  before  the  house.  He  withdrew  it,  and 
I  moved  the  amendment  in  the  words  following  :  — 

"  Mr.  Howell  having  acknowledged  himself  to  be  the  author  of  a  letter 
from  which  he  supposes  the  extracts  to  have  been  taken,  and  that  when  he 
wrote  the  same  he  believed,  and  still  believes,  the  representations  therein 
made  to  be  consistent  with  matters  of  fact,  which  may  be  proved  by  authen- 
tic letters  and  documents  on  the  files  of  Congress." 

After  waiting  the  usual  time,  the  President  informed  me  I  was  not  sec- 
onded. At  this  moment,  I  must  confess,  I  felt,  from  a  variety  of  passions 
which  were  thereby  excited,  an  anxiety  I  never  before  was  sensible  of  on 
any  occasion.  It  appeared  that  the  ruin  of  my  colleague  was  irrevocably 
fixed  and  determined  upon. 

It  now  became  necessary  as  the  only  resource,  that  he  should  renew  this 
motion,  which  he  did,  and  was  seconded  ;  and  calling  the  yeas  and  nays 
brought  it  upon  the  Journals.  In  consequence  of  this,  another  committee 
was  appointed  upon  us  both,  which,  and  their  report  given  in  on  the  18th 
December,  is  in  extract  No.  2.  By  this,  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs 
is  to  transmit  to  the  State,  together  with  the  doings  of  Congress,  "  an 
authenticated  state  of  the  several  applications  for  foreign  loans,  and  the 
result  thereof." 

Apprehensive  whether  the  same  turn  of  thinking  which  actuated  the  first 
committee  in  their  report,  might  not  affect,  in  stating  those  matters,  (apart 
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from  other  and  personal  considerations,  and  judging  it  would  be  more  satis- 
factory to  your  Excellency  and  the  Assembly  to  have  the  letters  and  papers 
themselves,  whereby  to  form  a  state  conformable  to  your  judgment  rather  than 
to  take  the  constructions,  comments,  glosses  and  colorings  of  either  party,) 
every  leisure  hour  until  the  2d  of  January,  was  taken  up  in  procuring  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  letters,  &c.,  necessary  to  be  forwarded  on  this  occasion,  in  addi- 
tion to  what  was  already  ordered.  Which  being  summed  up  in  a  resolution, 
I  moved  it,  seconded  by  Mr.  Collins  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called, 
various  manoeuvres  were  tried  to  prevent  its  effect,  but  in  vain,  until  I  was 
surprised  by  a  motion  to  transfer  the  motions  with  the  subsequent  proceed- 
ings to  the  Secret  Journals,  which  was  carried,  although  the  motion  did  not, 
upon  a  scrutiny,  contain  any  thing  under  injunction  of  secrecy,  nor  relate 
to  any  matter  pointed  out  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation  as  the  subjects 
of  those  journals.  It  would  have  given  me  great  satisfaction  to  have  been 
able  to  forward  a  resolve,  the  purport  of  No.  4  ;  but  of  this,  by  the  proceed- 
ings above  mentioned,  I  am  prevented. 

Discouraged  from  a  further  trial,  Mr.  Howell  set  out  to  return  on  the  6th 
inst.  Although  by  these  matters  his  stay  has  been  protracted  about  two 
weeks,  yet  I  cannot  doubt  but  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Assem- 
bly will  be  with  me  in  opinion,  that  the  time  has  been  spent  in  discharging 
a  duty  and  for  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  State.  Thereby  a  capital  and 
I  hope  a  fatal  stroke  has  been  given  to  a  system,  which  had  it  prevailed,  I 
have  no  doubt,  would  either  have  involved  the  country  in  fresh  and  unex- 
pected scenes  of  distress,  or  terminated  in  the  destruction  of  the  liberties  of 
the  states,  as  established  by  confederation.  And  I  am  persuaded  by  the 
convictions  which  already  appear,  similar  attempts  will  not  soon  be  made 
in  Congress  to  infringe  the  rights  of  a  member  of  their  body. 

No  official  intelligence  is  yet  arrived  of  the  evacuation  of  Charleston,  but 
it  seems  now  beyond  a  doubt,  to  have  taken  place.    This  is  the  only  impor- 
tant news,  and  on  which  please  accept  my  congratulations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  very  humble  servant, 

JONATHAN  ARNOLD. 

Messrs.  Collins  and  Arnold  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  4th,  1783. 
Sir  :  —  Since  the  departure  of  Mr.  Howell,  Congress  has  been  principally 
employed  in  attending  to  complaints  contained  in  an  memorial  from  the 
officers  and  army,  and  devising  means  for  their  relief  and  satisfaction  ;  and 
in  investigating  means  to  restore  public  credit,  by  satisfying  the  demands  of 
the  public  creditors  ;  the  importunities  of  both  having  become  very  urgent. 
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Upon  the  first,  the  committee  have  reported,  that  such  pajTuent  as  the 
state  of  the  Federal  Treasury  will  admit,  shall  be  immediately  made, — 
which  is  agreed  to.  They  further  reported,  that  the  arrears  of  pay,  &c., 
should  be  adjusted  and  settled,  and  public  securities  bearing  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent.,  issued  for  the  payment  of  the  balance  due.  That  the  officers 
should  be  at  liberty  to  commute  for  half  pay,  by  the  amount  of  a  certain 
term  of  years  whole  pay,  for  which  they  shall  receive  certificates,  on  inter- 
est, payable  annually.  These  propositions  have  had  several  partial  descrip- 
tions, but  are  yet  undetermined. 

With  respect  to  half  pay,  our  instructions  bind  our  votes,  and  as  the  pro- 
posed commutations  is  a  change  in  form  and  in  name,  rather  than  in  nature 
and  substance,  we  shall  oppose  it.  A  proposition  is  intended  to  be  made 
for  referring  the  officers  to  their  respective  states  for  compensation,  in  such 
manner  as  they  shall  think  fit  and  agree  to  with  them,  and  whereby  they 
will  be  at  liberty  to  consider  the  length  of  services,  and  particular  merits  of 
each — but  this,  we  have  no  hopes,  will  succeed  at  present. 

This  is  an  affair  which  greatly  embarrasses  Congress.  The  officers  con- 
sider their  resolution  as  a  solemn  contract,  and  declare  a  faithful  and  pain- 
ful performance,  on  their  part.  The  advocates  for  complying  with  their 
denaands  urge,  in  addition  thereto,  that  that  resolution  passed  at  a  most 
critical  juncture,  when  it  was  the  only  expedient  left,  to  prevent  the  disso- 
lution of  the  army.  That  the  national  faith  hath  been  committed  past 
recall.  That  an  attempt  to  abridge  them  in  their  expections,  would  not 
only  be  dishonorable,  but  dangerous,  «S:c.,  &c. 

When  anything  is  offered  against  the  principle,  and  the  sense  of  the  Leg- 
islature and  people  of  Rhode  Island  declared,  we  are  extremely  mortified 
to  be  told  that  the  State  is  foreclosed  from  any  opposition  at  this  day ;  that 
their  consent  has  been  once  given  fully  and  absolutely  in  favor  of  half  pay, 
and  that  it  is  too  late  now  to  make  objections,  or  declare  what  are  the  pre- 
sent opinions  of  the  State  on  the  subject,  and  the  Journals  of  Congress  are 
produced  to  show  that  Gen.  Cornell  had  committed  the  State,  by  giving 
their  vote  in  favor  of  that  measure,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

We  shall,  however,  continue  on  the  ground  our  instructions  place  us, 
unless  different  advice  and  direction  should  render  a  change  necessary. 

The  mode  for  obtaining  a  general  estimate  throughout  the  states,  now  an 
object  of  great  attention,  and  considered  as  a  preparatory  step  to  the  means 
of  restoring  public  credit,  has  been  under  consideration  of  a  grand  commit- 
tee who  reported  to  Congress  ;  afterwards  the  House  formed  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  several  days  have  been  spent  thereon,  but  it  is 
not  yet  completed.     In  our  next,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  enclose  the  result. 

These  matters  ended,  it  is  expected  the  propositions  for  an  impost  will  be 
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again  renewed.  From  the  variety  of  opinions  which  have  lately  been 
thrown  out  on  that  subject,  it  is  presumed  it  will  make  it  its  appearance  in 
a  form  and  upon  principles  materially  different  from  the  former  recom- 
mendation on  that  subject. 

The  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  «S:c.,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
United  Netherlands,  contained   in  the  papers  herewith  enclosed,  )ias  been 
ratified  by  Congress,  and  copies  duly  authenticated,  sent  off  to  be  exchanged. 
No  foreign  letters  have,  of  late,  arrived. 

"We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  very  humble  servants, 
JOHN  COLLINS. 
JONATHAN  ARNOLD. 

P.  S.  —  My  last  letter  of  public  import,  and  which  related  particularly  to 
the  proceedings  of  Congress  towards  my  late  colleague,  Mr.  Howell,  it  is 
the  wish  of  Congress  should  at  present  remain  a  secret  with  the  Assembly. 
I  have,  therefore,  to  request  it  may  be  read  in  a  clear  house,  as  is  custo- 
mary on  such  occasions. 

This  day  an  address  from  Gov.  Chittenden  was  read,  containing  ani- 
madversions on  the  conduct  of  Congress  towards  the  territoryof  Vermont, — 
which  was  committed. 

JONATHAN  ARNOLD. 

EzEKiEL  Arnold  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  12th  1783. 

Sir  :  — We  are  this  moment  in  a  committee  of  the  whole,  at  work  upon 
the  affairs  of  impost.  Nothing  is  yet  completed,  to  inform  you  of.  I  was 
in  hopes,  by  this  post,  to  have  been  able  to  have  transmitted  the  mode  for 
obtaining  a  general  estimate,  but  after  many  days  of  agitation,  by  doing 
and  sending,  it  is  yet  unfinished.  As  I  conceive  it  a  matter  of  vast  import, 
I  shall  lose  no  time  in  forwarding  it  when  a  final  decision  thereon  shall 
have  taken  place.  As  to  the  impost,  it  appears  to  me  most  probable  it  will 
be  recommended  anew,  with  some  very  material  alterations  ;  but  yet,  so  as 
that  very  strong  objections  will  lie  against  it. 

Me  health,  for  the  week  past,  has  been  such,  that  nothing  but  the  most 
absolute  necessity  could  have  induced  me  to  go  out  of  my  quarters  ;  but 
when  matters  of  such  consequence  were  on  the  tapis,  I  should  have  held  my- 
self inexcusable,  to  have  been  absent,  and  the  State  thereby  unrepresented, 
though  by  such  exertions  I  have  not  had  all  the  satisfaction  which  I  wished. 
Enclosed  are  returns  from  the  register's  office,  of  a  general  view  of  expen- 
ditures and  receipts  of  moneys  to  December,  1781.     Shall,  if  health  per- 
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mits,  write  you  a  public  letter  by  your  brother,  who  is  well  and  expects  to 
be  on  his  return  in  the  next  week. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 
Your  very  humble  servant, 

JONATHAN  ARNOLD. 

During  the  February  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  the 
following  resolution  was  passed  : — 

Voted  axd  resolved,  That  William  Ellery,  Esq.,  Col.  Henry  Sher- 
burne and  Jonathan  Hazard,  Esq.,  be  a  committee  on  the  letters  of  the 
delegates  at  Congress,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  Congress  respecting 
the  conduct  of  David  Howell,  Esq.,  as  a  delegate  from  this  State  in  Con- 
gress, and  to  draft  a  letter  to  Congress  on  that  subject,  and  a  resolution 
expressive  of  this  Assembly's  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  said  David 
Howell. 

This  committee,  Mr.  Thomas  G.  Hazard  being  substituted 
in  the  place  of  Col.  Sherburne,  made  the  following  report  at 
the  same  session  : — 

This  General  Assembly  having  fully  considered  a  letter  from  His  Excel- 
lency, the  President  of  Congress,  dated  January  16,  1783,  with  its  enclos- 
ures, and  the  other  letters  and  papers  laid  before  them  respecting  the 
conduct  of  David  Howell,  Esq.,  a  delegate  to  Congress  from  this  State,  do 
resolve — 

1.  That  the  motion  containing  a  declaration  and  protest  made  by  Mr. 
Howell  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Arnold,  as  entered  on  the  Journals  of  Con- 
gress of  the  18th  day  of  December,  1782,  appear  to  be  just,  true  and  proper, 
and  that  this  General  Assembly  do  highly  approve  of  the  conduct  of  their 
delegates  in  making  said  motion,  declaration  and  protest. 

2.  That  the  extracts  of  letters  from  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
laid  before  this  General  Assembly,  do  fully  justify  the  representations 
made  to  this  State  by  its  delegates  in  regard  to  the  success  of  the  late  appli- 
cations of  Congress  for  foreign  loans,  and  in  regard  to  our  credit  and  repu- 
tation in  Europe. 

3.  That  this  General  Assembly  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  meritorious 
services  rendered  to  the  State  and  to  the  cause  of  freedom  in  general  by  the 
firm  and  patriotic  conduct  of  the  said  delegates,  particularly  in  their  strenu- 
ous exertions  to  defeat  the  operation  of  measures,  which  the  State  consid- 
ered dangerous  to  the  public  liberty. 
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4.  That  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  this  State  return  an  answer  to 
the  aforesaid  letter  of  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions.     And  the  premises  being  duly  considered. 

It  is  voted  and  resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be,  and  the 
same  are,  hereby  approved,  and  that  they  pass  as  resolutions  of  this  Assem- 
bly. 

Nor  were  these  proceedings  of  Congress  the  only  means 
resorted  to,  to  convince  this  State,  or  to  coerce  from  it  a 
grant  of  the  five  per  cent,  impost.  Thomas  Paine,  whose 
political  writings  had  gained  him  a  high  reputation  as  an 
ingenious  powerful  writer,  published  a  series  of  communica- 
tions^ commencing  as  early  as  November  27th,  1782,  in  a 
Philadelphia  paper,  over  the  signature  of  "  A  Friend  to 
Rhode  Island,"  in  reply  to  other  articles  in  the  same  paper 
over  the  signature  of  "  A  Citizen  of  Rhode  Island  "  and  "  A 
Countryman,"  of  which  Mr.  Howell  was  the  supposed  author. 
Mr.  Paine's  first  communication  appeared  afterwards  in  the 
Providence  Gazette^  of  the  21st  of  December,  and  was  followed 
by  five  others  over  the  same  signature,  between  that  date  and 
the  5th  of  February.  He  came  to  Providence  and  remained 
some  time  while  publishing  these  articles  and  others  proba- 
bly, in  the  Gazette  and  other  Rhode  Island  newspapers.  The 
writers  who  opposed  him  were  not  few  in  number  or  want- 
ing in  abilities.  Mr.  Howell  among  them,  defended  his 
original  positions  and  assailed  his  opponent  with  a  solidity 
of  reasoning  and  a  keenness  of  sarcasm  that  induced  the  very 
general  impression  that  IVir.  Paine  had  met  with  more  than 
bis  equal  in  newspaper  controversy.  Congress  had  almost 
made  a  martyr  of  Mr.  Howell,  but  not  having  fully  succeeded 
in  the  attempt,  they  had  increased  his  popularity  and  influ- 
ence, both  in  Rhode  Island  and  elsewhere.  Mr.  Paine,  though 
aided  by  the  talents  of  Hamilton,  Madison  and  other  leading 
men  in  and  out  of  Congress,  could  efl'ect  )io  change  in  the 
sentiments  of  Rhode  Island.     In  Virginia,  the   discussion 
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growing  out  of  the  dissent  of  Rhode  Island,  wrought  an 
unlooked  for  change.  That  state  had  assented  to  the  grant 
of  the  five  per  cent,  impost,  but  before  the  24th  of  December, 
her  legislature  repealed  their  act  of  assent.  This  being  com- 
municated to  Congress,  gave  a  death  blow  to  the  hope  of  its 
being  ever  perfected  by  the  assent  of  all  the  states.  Congress 
then 

Resolved,  That  the  deputation  to  Rhode  Island  be,  for  the  present,  sus- 
pended, and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  such  further  measures 
as  it  may  be  proper  for  Congress  to  take  upon  the  subject  at  large. 

The  proceedings  of  this  State  in  relation  to  the  five  per 
cent,  impost,  were  in  perfect  accordance  with  her  political 
creed,  published  in  May,  1776,  and  reiterated  in  October, 
1782.  The  grant  in  the  terms  proposed,  interfered  very 
materially  with  "  the  internal  police  and  conduct "  of  State 
aff"airs  ;  for  the  impost  proposed,  was  to  be  collected  within 
the  State  by  officers  not  appointed  by  its  authority  and  not 
under  its  control. 

The  discussion  of  State  rights,  which  grew  out  of  it,  con- 
firmed the  citizens  of  the  State  in  their  original  creed.  The 
arguments  of  jVIr.  Ho^^ellin  favor  of  these  rights,  acquired 
greater  force  from  the  apparent  attempt  in  Congress  to  put 
him  down  because  of  his  opinions  honestly  and  earnestly 
expressed.  If  the  grant  had  been  assented  to  by  all  the 
states,  beyond  doubt  the  old  Congress  of  the  Confederation 
would  have  added  years  to  their  existence.  Inherently  weak 
as  they  were,  and  insufficient  for  the  states  in  a  time  of  peace, 
they  would  with  this  means  of  filling  their  treasury  and  bol- 
stering up  their  credit,  have  continued  the  constitution  of  the 
states  until  a  much  later  period.  Might  they  not,  under  these 
circumstances,  have  so  prolonged  their  existence  as  to  have 
endangered  a  change  for  a  more  solid  system  of  government  ? 
In  a  few  years  after  the  establishment  of  peace,  the  rivalry 
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and  jealousies  of  states  would  have  increased  and  multiplied 
and  rendered  impossible  the  compromises  that  led  to  the 
present  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  And  on  the  other 
hand,  is  it  not  more  than  probable  that  the  state  right  doc- 
trine so  eloquently  urged  by  Mr.  Howell,  inflamed  and  gave 
strength  to  the  prejudices  which  imbued  a  majority  of  the 
citizens  of  Rhode  Island  to  oppose  that  Constitution,  when 
it  was  proposed  for  their  acceptance  1 

The  inhabitants  of  "the  New  Hampshire  Grants,"  so 
called,  as  early  as  June,  1777,  petitioned  Congress  to  be 
received  and  acknowledged  as  an  independent  state,  under 
the  name  of  Vermont.  The  application  was  opposed  by 
the  states  of  New  Hampshire,  New  York,  and  Massachusetts, 
each  of  which  claimed  jurisdiction  over  parts  of  the  territory 
described  in  it.  Notwithstanding  their  opposition,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Grants  established  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent government.  Some  of  the  individuals  that  resided 
within  the  new  state,  refused  submission  to  the  laws  estab- 
lished by  it,  claiming  to  be  citizens  of  some  one  of  the  other 
states.  The  subject  came  before  Congress  in  various  forms, 
at  various  times.  On  the  24th  of  September,  1779,  finding 
that  the  troubles  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  Grants  and 
the  states  claiming  the  territory,  were  likely  to  endanger  the 
peace  of  the  Union,  they  recommended  a  reference  of  all  mat- 
ters in  dispute  to  them,  at  the  same  time  declaring  it  the  duty 
of  the  people  of  the  Grarts  and  of  the  states  claiming  the  ter- 
ritory, not  to  attempt  any  control  over  such  of  the  inhabitants 
as  denied  them  authority.  In  June,  1770,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Grants  were  strictly  required  to  forbear  the  exercise 
of  any  authority  over  persons  claiming  to  owe  allegiance  to 
either  of  the  states  opposing  their  organization  as  a  state. 
Mean  while.  Congress  were  proceeding  to  issue  the  mat- 
ters in  controversy.  But  on  the  5th  of  December,  1782, 
premising  that  the  people  of  Vermont  had  assumed  to  exer- 
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cise  jurisdiction  over  persons  residing  within  their  lines,  who 
claim  to  be  citizens  of  the  state  of  New  York,  Congress 
resolved  that  such  proceedings  were  highly  derogatory  to  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  and  dangerous  to  the  Confed- 
eracy, and  that  they  would  take  effectual  measures  to  enforce 
a  compliance  with  their  resolutions  of  September  24th,  1779, 
and  June  2d,  1770. 

The  delegates  of  Ehode  Island  favored  the  recognition  of 
Vermont  as  a  state,  and  voted  against  the  resolution  of 
December  5th,  1782.  At  the  session  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, held  in  February,  1783,  the  delegates  the  following 
instructions  on  this  subject :  — 

1.  That  they  endeavor  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the  resolves  of  Congress 
against  the  people  of  Vermont,  passed  the  5th  of  December  last. 

2.  That  they  join  in  no  compulsory  measures,  militating  with  the  inde- 
pendence of  that  people?  so  long  as  they  continue  well  affected  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States. 

3.  That  they  promote  and  concur  in  measures  to  obtain  a  final  declara- 
tion of  Congress  in  favor  of  the  independency  of  that  people,  to  which,  it  is 
conceived  by  this  State,  they  are  entitled  in  virtue  of  their  having  complied 
with  certain  resolves  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  7tli  and  20th  of  August, 
1781,  relative  thereto,  as  well  as  other  considerations  : 

Provided,  They  will,  by  their  delegates,  assume  on  themselves  an  equi- 
table proportion  of  the  national  debt  already  incurred,  and  become  a  part 
of  the  Federal  Union,  by  subscribing  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 

The  resolutions  of  the  7th  and  20th  of  August  established 
cercain  boundaries  for  the  state  of  Vermont,  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  which  it  was  declared  should  be  an  indispensa- 
ble preliminary  to  the  recognition  of  their  independence. 

So  much  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress  on  this  subject 
are  given  as  was  necessary  to  elucidate  the  foregoing  instruc- 
tions. If  the  instructions  were  followed,  no  immediate  ben- 
efit resulted  therefrom  to  the  embryo  state  of  Vermont.  She 
was  not  admitted  into  the  Union,  until  March,  1791,  after 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
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Messrs.  Collins  and  Arnold  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  March  19th,  1783. 
Sir  :  —  Enclosed  we  send  you  the  Articles  of  Peace  stipulated  between 
the  Ministers  of  Great  Britain  and  our  Ministers,  not  to  be  concluded  until 
peace  takes  place  between  Great  Britain. and  France. 
We  fear  peace  is  not  so  near  at  hand  as  we  would  wish. 
Nothing  material  has  been  concluded  in  Congress,  since  our  last.     We 
shall  not  omit  forwarding  to  you  anything  requiring  your  notice. 
We  are,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

JOHN  COLLINS, 
JONATHAN  ARNOLD. 

Philadelphia,  March  28th,  1783. 

Sir  :  —  In  my  last,  I  had  only  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  pre- 
liminary articles  for  a  peace  had  been  agreed  to  between  the  ministers  of 
the  United  States  and  those  of  his  Britannic  Majesty.  I  have  now  the 
pleasure  of  pi-esenting  my  congratulations  upon  ^he  arrival  of  undoubted 
intelligence  that  preliminaries  had  been  agreed  to  by  all  the  belligerent 
powers,  and  that  the  definitive  treaty  for  a  general  peace  is  momentarily 
expected. 

I  had  just  time,  per  the  last  post,  to  forward  two  papers,  under  cover,  to 
Gov.  Bowen,  containing  a  summary  of  the  principal  articles,  together  with 
the  orders  of  the  Count  d'Estaiug  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities  by  sea,  one  of 
which  I  requested  him  to  forward  immediately  to  you.  The  consequent 
resolves  of  Congress  will  be  forwarded  by  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
Two  days  before  the  arrival  of  this  intelligence,  Congress  passed  a  resolu- 
tion, of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  The  late  uneasiness  which  arose  in 
the  army  upon  the  return  of  their  committee  from  Congi-ess,  artfully  excited, 
as  is  supposed,  by  some  insidious  enemy,  and  which  in  its  first  appearances 
threatened  a  general  mutiny,  but  which,  by  the  prudence  and  wisdom  of 
their  illustrious  General,  terminated  happily,  and  much  to  the  honor  of  the 
ofiicers,  I  have  no  doubt  tended  to  precipitate  that  resolution.  Every  effort 
was  made  to  obtain  a  reference  of  the  officers  to  their  respective  states  for 
compensation,  but  in  vain.  Whilst  acting  against  that  measure,  I  was 
happy  in  possessing  sentiments  coinciding  with  the  instructions  of  my  con- 
stituents, and  to  believe  those  instructions  were  founded  in  the  most  worthy 
motives,  of  guarding  against  the  violation  of  the  constitutions  of  the  states, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  which  those  constitutions 
secured  and  which,  it  was  feared,  would  be  endangered  by  such  an  estab- 
ishment. 
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The  affair  of  a  general  impost,  which  has  engrossed  a  great  deal  of  time 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  is  yet  incomplete.  I  had  flat- 
tered myself  that  the  arrival  of  the  intelligence  of  peace  would  put  a  stop  to 
the  proceedings,  as  thereby  the  formidable  plea  of  necessity  would  be  in  a 
measure  superseded,  and  as  it  could  not  be  doubted  that  the  states,  when 
eased  of  the  immediate  expense  of  prosecuting  the  war,  and  enjoying  unmo- 
lested the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  agriculture  and  commerce,  would 
be  able  to  draw  out  their  resources  timel}'  and  sufficient  to  answer  the  nec- 
essary and  constitutional  requisitions  of  Congress,  for  the  support  of  the  fed- 
eral government,  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  creditors  of  the  public.  But 
in  this  I  was  mistaken.  Ideas  of  the  necessity  of  forming  a  general  system  of 
finance,  which  will  throw  a  share  of  the  power  and  strength  of  government 
now  held  by  the  states,  into  the  hands  of  Congress,  seems  in  the  minds  of 
some  to  prevail  over  every  other  consideration,  and  it  appears  that  nothing 
wiU  give  satisfaction  but  to  send  out  the  impost,  differently  modified,  for 
another  trial  among  the  states.  1  shall  now  feel  little  uneasiness  for  its 
fate,  from  a  confidence  that  the  wisdom  of  the  states  is  fully  apprized  as  to 
its  consequences. 

No  intelligence  on  which  I  can  rely  has  been  received  of  the   doings  of 
the  Assembly,  at  their  last  session.     The  last  post  brought  me  neither  let- 
ters nor  papers.     I  wish  for  the  earliest  information  with  respect  to  every 
matter  which  may  be  designed  for  my  attention  or  direction. 
With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  very  humble  servant, 

JONATHAN  ARNOLD. 

To  his  Excellency  Gov.  Greene. 

As  suggested  in  the  foregoing  letter  of  Mr.  Arnold,  the 
"  impost  differently  modified,"  was  agreed  to  by  Congress  on 
the  18th  of  April,  1783.     Congress  then, 

Recommended  to  the  several  states  as  indispensably  necessary  to  the 
restoration  of  public  credit  and  to  the  punctual  and  honorable  discharge  of 
the  public  debts,  to  invest  the  United  States  or  Congress  assembled,  with  a 
power  to  levy  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,"  specified  duties  on  certain 
enumerated  articles  and  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  other  imported 
goods,  to  be  applied  "  to  the  discharge  of  the  interest  or  principal  of  the  debt 
contracted  on  the  faith  of  the  United  Slates,  for  supporting  the  war,"  to  be 
collected  in  each  state  by  officers  appointed  by  state  authority.  The  grant 
to  continue  for  twenty-five  years,  unless  said  debt  should  be  sooner  paid. 
And  further,  that  each  state  should  appropriate  substantial  and  effectual 
28 
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revenues  for  the  term  of  twenty-five  years  to  supply  means  of  paying  their 
respective  proportions  of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  yearly, 
exclusive  of  the  aforementioned  duties,  towards  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  said  debt  of  the  United  States,  to  be  collected  in  each  state  by  state  oHi- 
cers,  but  to  be  carried  to  the  separate  credit  of  the  states  Avhere  collected. 
The  quota  of  Rhode  Island  was  fixed  at  thirty-two  thousand  three  hundred 
and  eighteen  dollars.  These  provisions  to  take  effect  when  assented  to  by 
all  the  states. 

And  as  a  further  means  of  extinguishing  said  debt  as  well 
as  of  establishing  the  harmony  of  the  states,  it  was  recom- 
mended to  the  states  holding  or  claiming  unoccupied  western 
lands,  to  make  liberal  cessions  of  the  same. 

And  further  it  was  recommended  to  the  states  so  to  amend 
the  Articles  of  Confederation,  that  all  charges  of  war  and 
other  expenses  incurred  for  the  defence  of  the  states,  or  for 
the  general  welfare,  should  be  borne  by  the  states  in  propor- 
tion "  to  the  whole  number  of  white  and  other  free  citizens 
and  inhabitants,  of  every  age,  sex  and  condition,  including 
those  bound  to  servitude  for  a  term  of  years,  and  three-fifths 
of  all  other  persons  not  comprehended  in  the  foregoing 
description,  except  Indians  not  paying  taxes,  in  each  state," 
instead  of  "in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all  land  within  each 
state  granted  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  with  the  buildings 
and  other  improvements  thereon,"  as  provided  for  in  the  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation.  There  were  but  three  delegates  in 
Congress  who  voted  against  this  proposal ;  two  of  whom  were 
the  delegates  from  this  State,  and  the  other,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
of  New  York.  A  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Madison, 
Ellsworth  and  Hamilton,  was  appointed  to  prepare  an  ad- 
dress to  the  states,  to  accompany  these  recommendations. 
They  reported  on  the  24th  the  form  of  an  address  which 
Congress  then  adopted.  It  contained  an  earnest  appeal  to 
the  states  to  adopt  the  recommendations  of  Congress  as  the 
most  feasible  plan  of  restoring  public  credit,  and  confidence, 
and  harmony  among  the  states. 
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Messrs.  Collins  and  Arnold  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  April  23d,  1783. 

Sir  :  —  Congress,  on  the  18th  instant,  completed  their  resolution  for  rec- 
ommending to  the  several  states  to  pass  laws  for  granting  an  impost,  an 
excise,  and  to  change  an  article  of  the  Confederation, — a  copy  of  which  we 
do  ourselves  the  honor  to  enclose. 

To  produce  this,  in  its  present  form,  has  heen  a  Avork  of  time.  It  has 
engaged  the  attention  of  Congress,  chiefly,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
year.  Every  thing  has  been  suggested  and  done  to  endeavor  to  take  off 
the  objections,  and  render  it  palatable  to  the  several  states,  which  could  be 
done  consistently  with  a  fixed  determination  of  preserving  to  Congress  a 
power  to  coUect  and  appropriate  the  revenues.  The  latter  is  restrained  to 
particular  objects,  and  the  whole  limited  as  to  time. 

It  would  have  been  less  exceptionable  to  us,  had  the  oflBcers  for  collecting 
the  revenue  been  under  the  control  as  well  as  the  appointment  of  the  State. 
And  we  conceive  the  appointment  of  officers  for  twenty-five  years  incom- 
patible with  the  constitution  of  the  State,  which  requires  all  officers  to  be 
chosen  annually.  "We  are  also  at  a  loss  to  reconcile  the  idea  of  appointing 
officers,  which  v.'heu  made,  immediately  become  independent  of  their 
makers,  with  the  principles  of  liberty.  But  we  are  happy  that  it  will  be 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  an  Assembly,  whose  deliberations  on  former 
occasions  have  been  marked  with  wisdom,  and  have  discovered  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  their  constitutional  rights,  as  most  striking  and  honorable  tes- 
timony of  which,  we  appeal  to  the  difference  between  the  present  and  for- 
mer resolutions  on  this  subject. 

If  it  should  be  the  opinion  of  the  Assembly  to  adopt  the  resolution  gene- 
rally, we  take  the  liberty  to  mention  that  a  deviation,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  control  of  the  oflacers,  may  be  made,  with  a  probability  of  its  being 
acquiesced  in  by  Congress ;  and  if  this  was  to  be  done  in  the  New  England 
states,  it  would  be  a  good  additional  guard  to  the  rights  of  the  states, — a 
matter  of  the  highest  importance,  and  which  requires  to  be  kept  in  constant 
view. 

During  the  time  the  resolution  was  maturing,  a  land  tax  of  6s.  Sid.  per 
hundred  acres  was  proposed  and  much  contended  for,  to  make  a  part  of 
the  act,  but  it  met  with  such  warm  opposition  from  the  western  and  largely 
landed  states,  as  prevented  its  being  inserted,  and  the  delegates  from  some 
of  them  explicitly  declared  that  they  never  would  consent  to  a  land  tax  of 
any  kind,  but  what  should  be  to  their  own  separate  advantage. 

The  affairs  of  the  Avestern  lands  is  a  subject  Avhich  begins  to  force  the 
attention  of  Congress.     Memorials  for  grants  have  been  already  presented, 
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and  it  must  be  necessary,  therefore,  soon  to  ascertain  the  line  between  the 
United  States  and  the  individual  states.  Virginia  yet  continues  her  tender 
to  cede  the  land  north  of  the  Ohio,  with  some  restrictions  and  conditions. 
And  we  expect  Congress  will  accept  it.  Tlie  Massachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut states  will  be  again  addressed  on  the  subject  of  cessions  ;  and  also  the 
Carolinas.  Georgia  is  curtailed  by  the  treaty  in  favor  of  Spain,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  spare  little  or  none  of  her  territorial  claim. 

The  definitive  treaty  has  not  yet  arrived.  Several  matters  are  before 
committees  relative  to  arrangements  which  are  deemed  necessary  to  adopt 
upon  its  arrival,  particularly  the  forming  of  treaties  with  the  Indians,  (who 
have  lately  been  troublesome  on  the  frontiers,  and  have  killed  and  taken 
about  thirty  of  the  inhabitants  near  Fort  Pitt,)  and  the  fixing  of  military  and 
naval  establishments  during  a  peace.  This  last  is  a  very  important  mat- 
ter, and  of  which  we  shall  give  the  earliest  advice,  as  soon  as  the  report  is 
given  in. 

The  disbanding  of  the  army  is  a  matter  of  great  consequence.  Those  enlist- 
ed during  the  war,  are  already  impatient  to  be  discharged.  The  want  of 
money  in  the  public  treasury  to  satisfy  theij*  moderate  claims  on  being 
discharged,  is  a  perplexing  circumstance,  and  throws  Congress  into  a  very 
disagreeable  dilemma,  and  must  cause  them  unavoidably  to  incur  very  con- 
siderable extra  expenses. 

However,  we  have  reason  to  rely  on  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  that 
directing  hand,  which  has  hitherto  led  through  every  gloom,  removed  every 
difficulty,  and  at  length  crowned  our  efforts  and  our  wishes  with  Liberty 
and  Independence,  to  guide  and  direct  us  through  the  present  puzzling  mazes 
in  which  we  are  involved. 

We  are,  with  the  highest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  very  humble  servants, 

JOHN  COLLINS, 
JONATHAN  ARNOLD. 

In  May,  1782,  the  session  of  Congress  was  held  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  there  continued  until  May,  1783. 

John  Hanson,  elected  President  in  November,  1781,  con- 
tinued to  preside  over  their  deliberations  until  the  assembling 
of  the  new  Congress,  November  4,  1782,  when  Elias  Boudi- 
not,  a  delegate  from  New  Jersey,  was  elected  Presdent. 

Messrs.  Ellery  and  Cornell  were  present  in  Congress  until 
June  7, 1782,  when  Mr.  Howell  took  the  place  of  Mr.  Ellery. 
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Mr.  Cornell  presented  a  certificate  of  his  reelection  June  11, 
and  remained  at  his  post  until  Mr.  Arnold  took  his  seat,  Octo- 
ber 10.  Mr.  Howell  had  leave  of  absence  December  12,  on 
which  day  Mi*.  Collins  appeared. 

While  Mr.  Cornell  was  in  Congress  his  services  were 
required  on  many  committees.  One  committee,  of  Avhich  he 
was  chairman,  appointed  to  consider  and  report  the  most  just 
and  practicable  means  of  reducing  the  expenditures  of  the 
United  States,  made  several  reports  at  different  times  between 
July  11,  and  September  3,  regulating  the  fees  and  pay  of 
many  officers,  which  were  adopted  by  Congress.  The  influ- 
ence of  Mr.  Howell  in  Congress  was  greatly  affected  by  the 
proceedings  which  have  hereinbefore  been  given.  It  would 
also  seem  that  the  other  delegates  from  this  State  lost  influ- 
ence from, the  same  causes.  They  were  also  charged  with 
many  matters  of  private  interest,  requiring  much  labor  at 
their  hands. 

The  Journals  of  Congress  under  date  of  March  24,  men- 
tion the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette, 
dated  February  5,  announcing  a  genera]  peace. 


* 
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1783  TO  MAY,  1784. 


William  Ellert.  Jouathan  Arnold,  David  Howell,  and  Henry  Marchant 
elected  Delegates  at  the  General  Election  in  May — Resolutions  of  the 
General  Assembly — Instructions — Correspondence  between  Delegates  and 
the  Executive — Sessions  of  Congress — Washington's  Resignation  of  Com- 
mission as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States — 
Review  of  the  Labors  and  Influence  of  the  Delegates  from  Rhode  Island. 


At  the  general  election  in  May,  1783,  William  Ellery, 
Jonathan  Arnold,  David  Howell,  and  Henry  Marchant  were 
elected  delegates  to  Congress  for  one  year,  and  until  others 
should  be  elected  in  their  stead. 

The  following  resolutions  were  passed  at  the  same  session 
of  the  General  Assembly  :  — 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  William  Ellery  and  David  Howell, 
Esqs.,  be  requested  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  to  take  their  seats  in  Con- 
gress, as  delegates  of  this  State  ;  that  they  each  be  empowered  to  draw  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  out  of  the  General  Treasury,  for  defraying  their 
expenses,  and  that  they  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  General  Treasurer  transmit  to  Jona- 
than Arnold  and  John  Collins,  Esqs.,  each,  two  hundred  dollars  for  defray- 
ing their  expenses,  and  that  they  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

At  the  same  session,  the  following  letter  from  Gov.  Greene 
to  the  delegates  was  approved  by  the  General  Assembly :  — 
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State  of  Kiiode  Island,  &c.,  May  10th,  1783. 

Gentlemen  : —  You  will  recollect  your  instructions  from  the  Legislature 
of  this  State,  to  oppose  the  allowance  of  half  pay  to  the  offioers  of  the  army, 
and  I  doubt  not  your  exertions  therein  have  been  directed  by  your  zeal  for 
the  public  good  and  the  wishes  of  your  constituents. 

I  am  now  requested  by  the  General  Assembly  to  signify  their  pleasure, 
that  you  make  up  all  the  measures  in  your  power  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the 
late  resolution  of  Congress  for  allowing  the  amount  of  five  years'  whole  pay 
to  the  said  officers,  in  compensation  for  their  half  pay.  The  leading  induce- 
ments to  this  determination  are,  that  the  Articles  of  Confederation  make  no 
provision  for  appropriations  of  money  to  such  purposes  ;  and,  therefore,  the 
resolution  cannot  be  effectual,  without  the  acquiescence  of  the  respective 
legislatures.  The  General  Assembly  of  this  State  cannot  comply  with  a 
requisition  of  this  kind,  because  the  measure  tends  to  a  military  establish- 
ment in  time  of  peace  ;  is  unequal  in  its  application,  as  no  regard  is  had  to 
the  time  of  service  ;  is  unjust  in  its  operation,  as  the  states  that  have  raised 
the  greatest  proportionate  number  of  soldiers,  with  the  smallest  number  of 
officers,  will  be  the  greatest  sufferers,  and  because,  the  sum  to  be  paid  will 
amount  to  much  more  than  the  purchase  intended.  This  State  will  be  ever 
ready  to  do  ample  justice  to  their  officers  when  application  shall  be  made 
for  that  purpose,  to  the  utmost  of  their  abilities,  provided  their  claims  are 
founded  in  equity. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  esteem,  &c., 

WILLIAM  GREENE. 

Messrs.  Collins  and  Arnold  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Philadelphia,  May  28th,  1783. 

Sir  :  — We  have  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
10th  instant.  From  principle  as  well  as  to  comport  with  the  sense  of  our 
constituents,  we  should  not  fail  to  embrace  the  first  and  every  favorable 
opportunity  to  obtain  the  repeal  of  a  resolution,  so  repugnant  in  its  spirit, 
(and  operation,  if  carried  into  effect,)  to  those  principles,  which  form  the 
basis  of  our  Federal  Constitution,  and  which  we  believe  would  never  have 
existed,  had  the  delegates  of  every  state  pursued  the  instructions,  or  general 
wishes  of  their  constituents. 

But  the  present  time  is  unfavorable  to  attempt  it.  New  Hampshire  is 
unrepresented,  and  their  delegates  have  ever  been  hearty  in  opposition  to 
it.  Connecticut's  delegation  is  not  yet  changed,  which  we  have  reason  to 
hope  would  be  a  change  in  our  favor.  Those  states,  together  with  New 
Jersey  and  Rhode  Island,  were  the  only  ones  which  ever  acted  against  such 
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a  measure  since  our  being  in  Congress.  There  have  been  for  some  time 
past,  but  eight  states  represented.  This  confines  the  business  to  a  very 
narrow  circle,  as  a  principal  part  of  it,  which  should  now  engage  their  atten- 
tention,  requires*the  voices  of  nine  states. 

We  have  had  no  late  advices  from  Europe  ;  our  last  gave  encourage- 
ment of  the  completing  of  the  definitive  treaty  some  time  in  April. 

With  the  highest  respect  for  your  Excellency  and  the  Hon.  Assembly, 
We  have  the  honor  to  be  your  rery  humble  servants, 

JOHN  COLLINS, 
JONATHAN  ARNOLD. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  1782,  Congress  apportioned  to 
the  states  the  sum  of  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt.  The 
quota  of  this  State  was  twenty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars.  The  General  Assembly  at  its  June  session,  1783, 
resolved  that  that  sum  should  be  appropriated,  being  part  of 
a  tax  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  ordered  at  that  session,  "to 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  Loan  Office  certificates 
and  other  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States,  agreeable  to 
resolves  of  Congress." 

The  General  Assembly,  at  their  session  in  February,  1784, 
passed  the  following  resolutions  : — 

It  is  voted  and  resolved.  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  be 
advanced  out  of  the  general  treasury  to  each  of  the  delegates  of  this  State, 
now  at  Congress,  on  account  of  their  services  and  expenses. 

It  is  further  voted  and  resolved,  That  they  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
instructed  to  use  their  influence  to  obtain  a  recess  of  Congress,  as  soon  as 
the  national  business  Avill  possibly  admit. 

It  is  further  voted  and  resolved,  That  the  said  delegates  request  of 
Congress,  that  they  adjourn  and  convene  at  Rhode  Island  in  the  course  of 
the  next  year,  or  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient ;  and  that  Congress  be  inform- 
ed that  if  the  said  request  shall  be  acceded  to,  this  State  will  prepare  suita- 
ble buildings  for  their  accommodations. 

At  the  same  session,  they  requested  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  to  issue  a  proclamation,  that  the  definitive  articles 


442  RHODE    ISLAND    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

of  peace  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty,  have  been  signed  and  approved,  and  ratified 
by  Congress.  , 

Messrs.  Elleuy  and  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Princeton,  September  8th,  1783. 

Sir  :  — Although  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  has  not  yet  arrived,  yet  the 
latest  intelligence  from  Europe  warrants  a  full  confidence  in  the  good  state 
of  our  affairs. 

A  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  has  been  lately  ratified  in  Congress, 
betwixt  the  United  States  and  the  King  of  Sweden.  This  treaty  was  con- 
cluded at  Paris,  on  the  3d  day  of  April,  1783,  and  is  of  the  same  tenor  with 
those  entered  into  with  France  and  Holland. 

His  Danish  Majesty  has  directed  his  minister,  residing  at  Paris,  to  enter 
into  a  negotiation  with  the  minister  of  the  United  States  respecting  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce.  The  Emperor  of  Morocco  has  sent  an  envoy  to 
Paris  for  the  express  purpose  of  establishing  an  intercourse  and  friendship 
between  the  United  States  and  those  on  the  coast  of  Barbary.  It  is  hoped 
that  beneficial  consequences  to  the  trade  of  the  United  States  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, will  result  from  this  measure. 

The  Elector  of  Saxony  has  also  discovered  his  good  disposition  towards 
the  United  States  and  readiness  to  establish  a  permanent  friendship  with  us. 

By  a  letter  from  Mr.  Carmichael,  dated  Madrid,  March  13th,  it  appears 
that  he  has  been  at  length  received  at  that  Court  in  his  public  character  as 
Charge  des  Affaires,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Jay,  and  has  had  the  honor  of 
dining  with  the  Corps  Diplomatique,  at  the  table  of  the  Count  de  Florida 
Banca.  By  a  letter  from  Mr.  Laurens,  dated  London,  June  17th,  1783,  it 
appears  that  Mr.  Hartley  was  not,  in  fact,  clothed  with  any  power  to  con- 
clude a  treaty  of  commerce  with  us.  His  object  seems  to  have  been  only 
to  sound  the  minds  of  our  ministers  and  to  make  report.  The  British  aim  to 
obtain  some  preference  in  our  trade  ;  but  we  trust  they  will  be  disappointed, 
for  it  is  the  policy  of  Congress  to  be  at  amity  and  to  have  a  free  trade  with 
all  the  world.  The  system  of  the  British  is  so  extensive  and  complicated, 
that  it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  all  its  branches  will  be  aff'ected  by  the  indepen- 
dence of  this  country,  nor  to  form  the  arrangements  necessary  on  their  part 
to  secure  themselves,  so  far  as  practicable,  in  a  treaty  of  commerce  with 
us.  They  have  clothed  their  King  in  Council  with  a  sort  of  discretionary 
power  for  opening  trade  with  us,  and  mean  to  take  time  to  judge  of  meas- 
ures by  their  operations. 

By  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dana,  dated  from  St.  Petersburg,  April  28th,  1783, 
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it  appears  that  he  has  not  been  received  at  that  Coui't  in  his  public  charac- 
ter. On  receiving  intelligence  of  the  signing  of  the  preliminary  articles  of 
peace  betwixt  the  Courts  of  London  and  Versailles,  whereby  the  provisional 
articles  betwixt  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  took  effect,  Mr.  Dana 
presented  a  memorial  to  his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Ofterman,  Vice  Chan- 
cellor of  Her  Imperial  Majesty  ;  the  only  result  was  to  draw  out  the  objec- 
tions of  that  court  to  his  reception.  The  Count  informed  him  that  Her  Im- 
perial Majesty  could  not,  consistent  with  the  strict  principles  of  neutrality, 
which  she  had  prescribed  to  herself,  receive  a  Minister  from  the  United 
States  unless  his  letters  of  credence  bore  date  subsequent  to  the  recognition 
of  their  independence  by  Great  Britain,  and  subsequent  to  the  reception  of 
an  American  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London  ;  and  subsequent  also,  to  Her 
Imperial  Majesty's  acknowledging  their  independence. 

To  these  very  extraordinary  objections  Mr.  Dana  replied  in  substance, 
that  to  issue  new  letters  of  credence  to  him,  would  go  to  annulling  all  our 
acts  of  sovereignty  in  the  course  of  the  war,  and  all  our  treaties,  and  would 
in  fact,  be  a  confession  that  we  held  our  independence  as  a  grant  from  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  or  as  a  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  a  confes- 
sion most  humiliating  and  disgraceful  to  the  United  States,  and  which  our 
affairs  by  no  means  require.  We  are  not  as  yet  acquainted  with  the  effect 
of  this  reply. 

The  perusal  of  the  letters  and  journals  of  our  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  at 
Paris,  during  their  negotiations  for  peace,  have  afforded  great  satisfaction, 
and  fully  convinced  us  of  the  skill  and  abilities,  as  well  as  integrity  with 
which  our  most  important  political  affairs  in  Europe  have  been  conducted. 
It  is  greatly  to  be  wished,  that  on  a  general  settlement  of  our  accounts  in 
Europe,  our  pecuniary  transactions  may  do  equal  honor  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned therein.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  reduce  the  number  of  our  ser- 
vants in  Europe  immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the  definitive  treaty.  A 
Minister  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  and  another  at  the  Court  of  London, 
with  a  competent  number  of  consuls  in  the  principal  marts  of  trade  in  Eu- 
rope, will,  iu  our  opinion,  answer  every  desirable  purpose. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  Congress  to  this  place,  little  business  has  been 
done.  This  may  be  ascribed,  partly  to  the  confusion  necessarily  following 
such  an  event ;  but  principally  to  an  incomplete  representation  from  the 
states.  Sometimes  Congress  has  adjourned  for  want  of  seven  states.  Nine 
are  seldom  on  the  floor  at  once.  According  to  confederation,  nine  states 
are  necessary  in  most  business  of  importance,  and  unanimity  is  scarce  to 
be  expected  in  resolves  that  require  either  seven  or  nine  states. 

It  may  be  thought  uncandid  to  suggest  that  the  incomplete  representation 
in  the  house  has  been  owing  to  the  reluctance  of  certain  persons  to  do  busi- 
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ness  here  ;  but  it  is  a  fact  that  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and 
Maryland,  have  been  frequently  unrepresented.  New  Hampshire  and 
Georgia  have  not  been  represented  since  we  took  our  seats  in  Congress. 

The  state  of  New  Jersey  has  some  good  claim  to  the  great  prize,  whether 
you  consider  its  situation,  which  is  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  population 
and  wealth  of  the  United  States,  the  decided  part  she  has  taken  in  the  late 
war,  together  with  her  republican  principles  and  manners,  or  the  healthiness 
of  the  climate.  The  state  has  been  informed  that  the  4th  day  of  October 
next  is  assigned  for  fixing  on  a  suitable  place  for  the  permanent  residence 
of  Congress.  Your  delegates  could  have  wished  for  particular  instructions 
on  this  question,  which  is  of  importance  not  only  to  the  present  but  to  future 
generations. 

As  New  Jersey  is  not  calculated  for  extensive  trade  and  commerce,  the 
probability  is  that  she  will  the  longer  persevere  in  those  economical  man- 
ners, a  departure  from  which  so  necessary  follow  the  excessive  riches  and 
luxury  of  commercial  states.  Her  comparative  smalluess,  too,  will  forbid 
all  jealousy  of  her  extending  any  dangerous  influence  into  the  great  national 
council.  It  may  be  also  observed  in  favor  of  this  very  spot  where  we  are 
cast,  without  any  premeditated  design  in  human  counsels,  that  it  is  remark- 
ably high,  commanding,  and  healthful ;  that  it  is  situated  at  about  an  equa 
distance  from  the  navigable  waters  leading  to  the  great  cities  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  ;  and  that  its  central  position  betwixt  those  great  cities, 
which  hereafter  may  be  the  heads  of  two  different  interests,  will  prevent 
either  of  them  from  a  prevailing  influence  in  the  national  councils,  and  thus 
destroy  those  seeds  of  discord  which,  in  time,  might  sprout  and  endanger 
the  public  safety. 

It  not  being  probable  that  seven  states  will  soon  agree  in  any  one  place 
for  the  permanent  residence  of  Congress,  your  delegates  flatter  themselves 
that  there  will  be  time  enough  for  them  to  receive  your  instructions  on  that 
head,  before  it  will  be  determined,  and  wish  only  to  submit  the  foregoing 
observations  for  consideration. 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington  is  yet  attending  at  Congress.  Their 
addresses  to  him  on  his  audience  points  out  the  principal  object  for  which 
he  was  requested  to  attend.  It  has  been  made  a  question  whether  any, 
and  what  powers  are  vested  in  Congress  by  the  Confederation,  for  making 
and  supporting  a  peace  establishment. 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  preliminary  articles,  much  time  has  been  spent 
on  this  subject.  It  has  been  under  the  consideration  of  a  committee,  and  a 
long  and  a  learned  report  has  been  made.  As  this  report  has  not  been 
acted  upon,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  friend  and  colle  ague,  Mr. 
Arnold,  for  the  particulars  of  which  it  consists,  the  principles  on  which  it 
s  grounded,  and  the  objects  to  be  thereby  obtained. 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Commander-in-Chief  on  this 
subject,  have  had  an  interview  with  him,  but  as  yet  have  not  reported. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  delegates,  if  such  power  in  Congress  should  be 
thought  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  Union,  it  is  yet  to  be  asked  for  and 
obtained  of  the  particular  states.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  appli- 
cation had  not  accompanied  that  for  an  impost,  especially  as  they  seem  so  nat 
urally  connected,  the  impost  being  necessary  to  pay  oiF  the  standing  army, 
and  the  standing  army  being  so  necessary  to  secure  an  effectual  collection 
of  the  impost.  It  is  unhappy  that  the  principles  of  the  Confederation  are 
not  more  attended  to.  The  power  of  levying  and  collecting  moneys  from 
the  citizens  of  these  states  by  taxes,  or  imposts  and  excises,  is  retained  in 
the  several  states  and  not  vested  in  Congress,  as  will  appear  by  the  fourth, 
sixth,  eighth,  and articles  of  the  Cotifederation,  but  Congress  has  dis- 
covered a  persevering  disposition  to  take  this  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
particular  states  and  to  exercise  it  themselves.  No  power  is  given  to  Con- 
gress to  keep  up  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace.  On  the  contrary,  the 
military  force,  if  any,  in  time  of  peace,  is  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
particular  states,  ('ongress  has  only  the  power  of  checking  them  in  this 
respect,  and  of  determinicg  the  quantity  of  force,  the  number  of  ships  and 
garrisons  which  the  states  shall  not  exceed  ;  but  Congress  is  not  to  have  the 
command  of  that  force,  nor  of  those  ships,  or  garrisons  ;  nor  are  they  to  be 
kept  up  and  supported  at  the  general  expense.  For  the  verification  of  these 
positions,  we  appeal  to  the  fifth  article  of  Confederation. 

Had  the  power  in  question  been  vested  in  Congress,  from  the  nature  of 
it,  they  would  have  been  the  sole  judges  of  the  exercise  of  it,  and  nothing 
but  their  own  moderation,  or  the  want  of  funds  to  defray  the  expense  could 
restrain  them  from  the  most  dangerous  use  of  it.  They  might  augment  a 
standing  army  from  two  to  four,  or  to  forty  thousand  men,  at  their  pleasure, 
to  over  awe  an  uncomplying  state,  to  enfore  an  impost  or  to  obtain  an 
excise. 

It  ought  further  to  be  observed,  that  the  provision  in  Confederation  is 
not  only  grounded  on  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  to  the  particular  states 
from  a  military  power  in  the  hands  of  Congress  in  time  of  peace  ;  but  it  is 
also  grounded  on  substantial  principles  of  justice.  For  may  it  not  be  de- 
manded Avith  the  greatest  propriety,  why  the  states  of  Rhode  Island,  New 
Jersey,  or  Delaware,  should  be  at  the  expense  of  maintaining  a  chain  of 
forts  from  Niagara  to  the  Mississippi  to  secure  the  fur  trade  of  New  York, 
or  the  back  settlements  of  Virginia  !  Qui  sentit  commodum  sentire  debit  et 
onus^  is  a  maxim  as  good  as  it  is  old,  and  strictly  applicable  to  this  case.  If 
indeed,  the  states  pretending  claims,  though  against  all  reason,  to  those  vast 
western  territories,  would  make  cessions  of  such  claims  to  Congress,  a  com- 
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moD  interest  therein  might  justify  a  common  expense  in  protecting  the 
trade  and  settlements  of  that  country  ;  but  until  such  an  event,  the  states 
claiming  those  lands  have  no  more  right  to  charge  the  United  States  with 
the  expense  of  protecting  the  inhabitants  against  the  Indians,  until  a  formal 
war  shall  take  place,  than  with  the  expejise  of  defending  them  against  the 
wild  beasts  that  may  infest  that  country. 

Agreeably  to  in?;tructions,  your  delegates  have  embraced  every  opportu- 
nity to  enforce  the  claims  of  the  stales  to  a  proportionate  share  in  the  back 
lands.  The  subject  has  been  before  a  committee,  and  a  proclamation  has 
been  reported,  prohibiting  all  persons  from  making  settlements  on  lauds 
without  the  limits  or  jurisdiction  of  the  particular  states,  and  from  making 
purchases,  or  accepting  cessions  of  such  lands  of  the  Indians,  and  declaring 
such  purchases  or  cessions  null  and  void.  It  is  hoped  that  this  proclama- 
tion will  be  agreed  to  and  that  it  will  prove  useful.  It  will  at  least,  be  a 
setting  up  a  title  to  some  lands,  and  will  very  naturally  bring  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  western  limits  of  particular  states.  These  limits  may  be  ascer- 
tained two  ways,  either,  first,  by  cessions  of  claims  of  particular  states, 
which  is  most  eligible  in  the  form  of  the  New  York  cession,  which  was 
accepted  last  year  ;  or,  second,  by  a  resolve  of  Congress  limiting  our  guar- 
antee to  the  particular  state.  The  general  guarantee  contained  in  the  sec- 
ond and  third  Articles  of  Contederation  ought  to  have  a  reasonable  con- 
struction, which  is  not  to  be  made  by  the  particular  state,  but  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled. 

For  example,  should  Georgia  extend  her  claims  southward  or  westward, 
so  as  to  encroach  on  the  Spanish  territories,  or  should  any  state  extend  its 
claims  to  the  injury  of  a  neighbor.  Congress  being  the  dernier  resort  of  jus- 
tice in  such  cases,  would  undoubtedly  determine  how  far  they  will  guarantee 
to  such  particular  state  ;  and  also  determine  how  far  they  will  justify  the 
particular  state  in  extending  their  claims  westward,  and  how  far  the  arms 
of  the  United  States  shall  vindicate  such  claims.  Let  the  line  of  guarantee 
be  determined,  (and  if  the  states  should  not  speedily  make  liberal  sessions 
agreeably  to  the  resolve  of  September  6th,  1780,  it  ought  to  be  done,)  and 
let  a  Continental  Land  Oifice  be  opened,  states,  counties  and  towns  laid  out, 
and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  purchasers  will  appear.  The  public  securi- 
ties will  be  bought  up,  public  credit  revived,  and  no  injustice  done  to  any 
one.  This  latter  mode  of  procedure  would  square  with  reason  and  justice, 
and  not  oppugn  Confederation  ;  the  former,  however,  would  be  preferable, 
as  being  most  conciliatory  ;  and  ought  to  be  attempted.  To  this  end  it  is 
proposed  to  send  Virginia  our  objections  to  her  cession  and  to  demand  her 
ultimatum.  Could  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  be  prevailed  on  to  make 
a  liberal  cession  of  their  claims  and  throw  all  their  weight  into  our  scale, 
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every  purpose  might  soon  be  obtained.  Is  not  the  subject  of  sufficient 
importance  to  justify  an  address  to  them  from  their  sister  slates  ?  The  lands 
are  actually  settling  with  amazing  rapidity.  Now  is  the  critical  juncture 
to  urge  on  this  business.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years  the  country  will  be 
peopled  like  Vermont.  It  Avill  be  independent,  and  the  whole  property  of 
the  soil  will  be  lost  forever  to  the  United  States. 

A  spirited  memorial  has  lately  been  sent  to  Congress  from  the  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts,  against  half  pay  or  commutation,  and  against  the 
high  salaries  of  the  civil  list.  They  speak  as  plain  a  language  as  they  for- 
merly spoke  to  Great  Britain.  They  fear  that  Congress,  in  some  of  their 
late  grants  of  money,  have  not  sufficiently  attended  to  the  public  good,  the 
rules  of  justice,  and  the  spirit  of  the  Confederation.  They  remind  Congress 
that  they  inherit  republican  principles  from  their  ancestors,  and  that  it  is 
necessary  to  attend  to  the  voice  and  abilities  of  the  people.  They  also  com- 
plain of  the  old  money's  not  being  redeemed,  and  conclude  by  observing 
that  these  things  have  so  exceedingly  embarrassed  them,  that  they  have  not 
been  able  to  agree  to  give  Congress  the  revenue  they  requested,  by  their 
resolve  of  the  18th  of  last  April. 

The  policy  of  this  address  is  very  striking.  They  enumerate  their  griev- 
ances. They  apply  for  redress,  but  they  keep  their  purse-strings  in  their 
own  hands.  They  do  not  grant  the  revenue,  nor  do  they  promise  it  even  in 
case  their  present  grievances  should  be  redressed. 

The  power  of  withholding  assent  to  the  yearly  supply  bills,  in  the  British 
House  ol  Commons,  is  the  most  powerful  check  to  the  strides  of  prerogative. 
The  Irish  Commons  avail  themselves  of  this  great  privilege,  and  by  it  obtain 
redress. 

Had  the  state  of  Massachusetts  granted  Congress  the  revenue  they 
request,  what  would  have  remained  in  their  hands  to  have  given  weight  to 
their  remonstrance  against  the  commutation  and  high  salaries,  or  against 
any  other  grievance?  The  experience  of  all  ages  evinces  that  interest 
and  power  too  often  prevail  over  reason  and  justice  in  the  affairs  of  state. 
Gratitude,  honor  and  humanity  may  obtain  among  individuals  in  social  life  ; 
in  political  concerns,  between  states  and  kingdoms,  they  are  ties  too  feeble 
to  be  relied  on. 

The  history  and  fate  ot  the  impost  of  February  3d,  1781,  are  too  w^ell 
known  to  be  repeated.  The  impost  of  April  18th,  1783,  has  not  been  passed 
on  by  the  states  ;  it  is  under  their  consideration.  Some  have  partially  com- 
plied, and  one,  viz.,  Pennsylvania,  has  resolved  to  comply,  but  has  done  no 
more.  On  the  justice  and  policy  of  adopting  that  measure,  your  delegates 
beg  leave  to  submit  a  few  observations. 

The  power  of  the  purse  is  the  touch-stone  of  freedom,  in  aU  states.     K 
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the  people  command  their  own  money,  they  are  free  ;  but  if  their  sovereign 
commands  it,  they  are  slaves.  All  other  strings  in  government  take  their 
tone  from  the  mode  of  raising  money.  An  alteration,  therefore,  in  the  mode 
of  raising  money,  is  an  alteration  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  an  essential  and 
radical  change.  A  change  that,  on  experience,  will  be  felt  most  sensibly. 
It  cannot  be  an  indifferent  thing,  or  a  matter  of  small  moment.  It  is  like 
altering  the  centre  of  gravity.  It  is  like  transferring  the  fee  simple  of  an 
estate.     It  is  like  putting  your  weapon  of  defence  into  another  man's  hand. 

The  eighth  article  of  Confederation,  after  prescribing  a  rule  for  ascertain- 
ing the  proportion  of  taxes  to  be  paid  by  the  several  states,  viz. : — According 
to  the  value  of  lands,  buildings  and  improvements,  provides,  that  the  taxes 
for  paying  that  proportion  shall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority  and 
direction  of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states.  But  the  impost  of  April 
18th  proposes  "to  invest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  a 
power  to  levy,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  the  following  duties  upon 
goods,"  &c.  A  compliance  herewith  will  therefore  transfer  this  power  to 
levy  money  from  "  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,"  to  the  "  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled."  The  importance  of  this  transfer  cannot  be 
too  maturely  considei'ed.  The  consequence  of  this  radical  change  in  the 
constitution  of  this  country  cannot  be  too  closly  attended  to.  Let  it  be  also 
observed  that  the  million  and  a  half  called  for  annually,  and  for  which 
credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  particular  state,  is  also  "to  be  collected  by  per- 
sons appointed  as  aforesaid,"  that  is  amenable  only  to  Congress. 

So  that,  in  short,  the  states  are  called  to  give  to  Congress  not  only  the 
sum  of  two  millions  four  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-six  dollars  annually,  but  also  the  power  of  levying  and  collecting  the 
same  from  the  citizens,  by  such  laws  and  by  such  ordinance  and  by  such 
servants  as  to  the  sovereign  and  uncontrolable  will  of  Congress  shall  seem 
best,  from  time  to  time.  For  it  is  most  clear  that  Congress  will  be  clothed 
with  full  power  to  make  and  promulgate  a  code  of  criminal  law  to  ensure 
the  effecutal  collection  of  the  moneys  granted.  They  will  have  power  to 
revise,  amend,  alter,  enlarge,  extend,  or  abridge  their  laws  and  ordinances 
from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  or  the  spirit  of  the  times  may  require.  And 
if  a  committee  can  report  and  get  the  report  accepted,  that  the  impost  is 
*'  within  the  spirit  of  the  Confederation,"  and  that  "  the  power  to  borrow 
money,"  which  Congress  undoubtedly  has  ''  by  implication,"  contains  the 
power  of  levying  it  by  an  impost ;  may  not  some  future  committee,  equally 
ingenious,  discover  that  the  power  to  make  penal  law,  by  implication,  con- 
tains the  power  to  erect  courts  for  the  trial  of  offenders  ;  and  may  you  not 
thus,  in  the  event,  see  Continental  taxes  collected  by  Continental  otficers, 
under  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  offenders  against  these  laws,  perhaps,  agree- 
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ably  to  the  form  of  an  ordinance  already  drawn  up  for  that  purpose  by  a 
committee  of  Congi'ess,  liable  to  be  carried  into  any  part  of  the  United 
States  for  trial,  and  that  before  Continental  judges  appointed  by  Congress. 
Such  in  time  might  be  the  bitter  fruit  of  this  evil  tree, — a  Continental 
impost. 

The  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  is  called  on,  agreeably  to  its  assigned 
proportions,  at  least  to  clothe  Congress  with  the  power  to  levy  and  collect 
in  the  aforesaid  manner,  the  sum  of  fifty-two  thousand  five  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars,  annually.  If  so  much  is  to  be  raised  in  that  little  State  under 
the  authority  and  direction  of  Congress,  it  may  be  asked,  how  much  in 
addition  thereto  can  be  levied  and  collected  under  the  authority  and  direc- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  ?  The  answer  to  this  question  is  very 
obvious.  Of  what  consideration  or  weight,  then,  will  our  General  Assem- 
bly be  in  the  Union,  or  even  in  the  State,  when  they  shall  have  divested 
themselves  of  the  only  power  which  makes  them  respectable,  viz. :  that  of 
raising  money  from  the  people?  Will  they  not  degenerate  below  the  grade 
of  a  mayor,  aldermen  and  common  council  of  a  paltry  borough  ?  Will 
not,  therefore,  the  General  Assembly,  in  complying  with  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  18th  of  April,  directly  and  to  every  intent  of  purpose,  vote  their 
own  annihilation?  Such  a  vote  is  not  to  be  expected  from  freemen.  The 
Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  too  well  understand  the  nature  of  the  trust  com- 
mitted to  them  by  the  choice  and  confidence  of  the  people,  to  abuse  it  by 
such  a. vote.  Their  power  of  taxing  the  people  is  delegated  to  them,  and 
cannot  be  delegated  to  any  foreign  power,  and  such  is  Congress,  in  this 
point  of  view,  as  much  as  England  or  France.  Nay,  the  General  Assem- 
bly have  an  equal  right  to  give  Congress  power  to  raise  all  the  money  to  be 
raised  from  the  people,  as  they  have  to  give  them  power  to  raise  so  much. 
By  the  ninth  Article  of  Confederation  it  is  declared,  that  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  shall  have  authority  "to  borrow  money,  or  to  emit 
bills  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States."  Experience  has  given  proof  of  the 
judgment  and  discretion  with  which  emitting  bills  has  been  conducted. 
The  multiplicity  of  officers,  daily  branching  out  in  all  the  departments, 
together  with  their  great  salaries  and  perquisites,  the  profusion  and  even 
prodigality  in  the  expenditure  of  the  paper  money  with  which  the  continent 
was  deluged,  convinced  the  world,  that  either  Congress  ought  not  to  have 
had  the  power  of  emitting  bills,  or  that  they  ought  to  have  made  a  better 
use  of  it ;  and  that  nothing  but  a  departure  from  their  plighted  faith  could 
save  the  nation  from  ruin.  They  have  also  a  right  *'  to  borrow  money."  Their 
domestic  loan  amounts  to  eleven  millions  four  hundred  and  sixty-three  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  four  dollars,  and  their  foreign  loan  to  seven  mil- 
lions eight  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  and  eighty-five  dollars  ;  in  all, 
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nineteen  millions  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  eight  hundrod  and 
eighty-nine  dollars.  It  is  not  necessary  to  suggest  that  any  part  of  these 
loans,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  have  been  misapplied  ;  or  that  our  Euro- 
pean loans  have  not  been  accounted  for  by  those  who  have  done  the  public 
business  in  Europe.  Indeed,  it  ought  to  be  mentioned,  that  measures  are 
taking  to  bring  them  to  a  strict  account ;  the  only  remark  to  be  made  is, 
that  Congress  has  run  the  states  in  debt  near  twenty  millions  without  apply- 
ing to  them ;  and  may  run  them  in  debt  in  the  same  way  twenty  millions 
more,  if  they  can  find  use  and  obtain  credit  for  the  same  ;  and  nothing  can 
check  the  wanton  use  of  this  power  but  their  own  moderation,  or  a  want  of 
credit.  With  respect  to  the  moderation  of  courts,  let  us  have  a  late  learned 
writer  on  the  finances  of  Great  Britain.  "  Nothing,"  says  he,  "  can  check 
the  luxury  and  extravagance  of  a  court,  but  the  Avant  of  means." 

Should  the  credit  of  Congress  be  established  as  effectually  as  some  people 
wish,  by  putting  into  their  hands  a  permanent  and  independent  revenue,  the 
power  to  levy  and  collect  it,  and  the  power  to  keep  up  standing  forces  in 
time  of  peace,  in  addition  to  their  powers  of  emitting  bills  and  borrowing 
money,  it  might  then  be  asked  with  great  propriety,  what  could  set  bounds 
to  "  the  luxury  and  extravagance,"  or  to  the  pride  and  ambition  of  the  Court 
of  the  United  States  ?  What  could  limit  the  number,  or  measure  the  sala- 
ries of  their  civil  list?  What  could  prevent  the  introduction  of  pensioners, 
venality  and  corruption  ?  Alas,  the  annual  election  of  delegates  would  prove 
an  ineffectual  barrier  to  the  torrent  of  debauchery.  Might  not  the  short- 
ness of  enjoyment  provoke  intemperance  in  the  use  of  the  power?  Are 
not  annual  tenants  commonly  less  careful  of  the  tenement  than  tenants  for 
life? 

Three  years  said  delegates  may  set  in  Congress.  The  term  of  many 
members  will  expire  next  November.  May  not  the  old  proverb  "  make 
hay  while  the  sun  shines,"  be  adopted.  What  cabals,  what  juntas,  what 
bandying  into  parties,  what  prostitution  of  votes  may  not  take  place,  in  some 
future  and  corrupt  Congress,  to  obtain  places  for  themselves  on  their  leav- 
ing Congress,  or  for  their  friends  and  dependents?  In  such  dismal  events, 
which  gracious  Heaven  avert,  will  it  not  be  sorely  regretted  by  all  good 
men  that  the  states,  in  the  days  of  their  infancy's  credulity  and  folly,  parted 
with  their  most  important  power,  the  power  of  the  purse,  and  concentred  in 
Congress  these  dangerous  powers,  which  never  ought  to  be  combined  in  a 
single  deliberative  and  sovereign  body  of  men. 

On  this  argument,  a  notable  distinction  is  raised  betwixt  funds  and  reve- 
nues. A  popular  writer  who,  in  the  abundance  of  his  zeal,  undertook  to 
convince  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  of  the  propriety  of  the  late  impost,  in  a 
course  of  letters  on  that  subject,  and  who  since  has  applied  to  Congress  to 
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reward  his  services,  and  obtained  a  report,  that  a  new  office  or  place  should 
be  created  for  him  with  a  handsome  annual  salary.  This  writer  has  the 
credit  of  first  raising  this  curious  and  important  distinction, — that  revenues 
when  appropriated  become  funds,  and  cease  to  be  revenues.  It  will  not  be 
thought  prudent,  nor  is  it  necessary,  to  shake  the  public  faith  in  the  resolve 
of  Congress  appropriating  the  impost.  Whoever  casts  his  eyes  over  the 
doings  of  Cougress,  in  regard  to  money,  will  discover  a  woful  versatility. 
The  old  money  was  issued  at  par.  By  the  resolves  of  March  18th,  1780, 
it  was  to  be  called  in  at  forty  for  one.  Various  attempts  have  been  made 
of  late  to  obtain  a  vote  for  redeeming  it  at  seventy-five  for  one,  but  they 
have  hitherto  failed,  and  at  what  rate  it  will  be  finally  redeemed,  is  not  in 
the  power  of  mortals  to  determine.  The  enterest  of  the  Loan  Office  certifi- 
cates issued  before  the  first  of  March,  1778,  was  to  be  paid  in  bills  on 
France ;  their  payment  has  been  entirely  stopped.  The  requisition  of 
November  2d,  1781,  for  the  current  services  of  1782,  which  was  expressly 
apportioned,  among  other  things,  for  payment  of  the  wages  due  to  the  army 
for  that  year,  is  to  be  diverted,  it  would  seem,  to  another  use,  for  the  army 
is  turned  over  to  the  funded  debt,  for  their  whole  pay,  to  the  end  of  1783, 

Other  instances  might  be  produced  to  show  that  Congress  has  been  fre- 
quently necessitated  to  depart  from  their  resolves  and  appropriations  of 
money  ;  and  is  it  supposable  that  no  contingency  will  occur  to  justify,  in  the 
opinion  of  some  future  Congress,  a  departure  from  the  resolve  of  the  16th 
day  of  December  last  ?  Surely  much  faith  is  requisite  to  enable  a  man, 
with  his  eyes  open,  to  answer  in  the  negative. 

The  above  observations  tend  also  to  prove  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the 
particular  states  keeping  their  funds  and  revenues  under  their  own  direc- 
tion, and  subject  only  to  their  own  particular  a]>propriations ;  for  it  is  a 
maxim  founded  on  a  great  experience,  that  no  order  of  men  in  a  state  can 
be  competent,  in  all  events,  to  manage  the  afl^airs  thereof,  in  regard  to  col- 
lecting and  appropriating  its  revenues,  unless  they  are  also  clothed  with  the 
full  powers  of  legislation. 

For  almost  three  years  have  the  counsels  of  America  and  public  meas- 
ures been  embarrassed  with  new-fangled  schemes  and  projects,  and  during 
this  time,  it  has  been  the  interest,  if  not  the  endeavor,  of  the  abettors 
thereof,  to  obstruct  constitutional  measures  and  defeat  their  success,  in 
order  to  give  force  to  their  arguments  and  to  add  weights  to  their  scale. 
It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  the  great  council  of  this  nation  would  aban- 
don the  pursuit  of  new  systems  and  measures,  and  seriously  apply  them- 
selves to  the  resources  of  this  country,  in  that  mode  and  in  that  only  which 
is  pointed  out  in  and  warranted  by  Confederation.  A  doubt  cannot  be 
entertained  but  that  the  resources  of  this  country  are  fully  equal  to  all  the 
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just  demands  of  the  public.  The  exertions  of  the  states,  their  loans,  their 
advances  in  specific  articles,  their  monied  payments,  and  their  personal  ser- 
vices in  the  course  of  the  late  war,  even  before  their  respective  governments 
had  been  established,  or  acquired  their  present  tone  and  energy,  leave  no 
room  to  doubt  that  the  present  Constitution  is  sufficiently  organized  and 
happily  calculated  to  draw  from  the  people  the  necessary  contributions. 
Should  a  fair  trial  of  the  powers  of  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  be  had  for  a  few  years,  in  time  of  peace,  and  should  they  be  found 
ineffectual,  then,  and  not  until  then,  will  it  be  prudent  to  attempt  any  inno- 
vations. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  next  March  is  assigned  by  a  resolve  of 
Congress  of  the  17th  day  of  February,  for  apportioning  to  the  several  states 
their  quotas  of  the  public  charges,  from  the  beginning  until  the  year  1789, 
agreeably  to  the  eighth  article  of  Confederation.  This  ought  to  be  considered 
as  an  object  of  great  importance,  and  your  delegates  confide  that  the  State 
they  represent  will  send  forward,  in  due  time,  the  data  required  by  said 
resolve,  on  which  a  constitutional  apportionment  of  the  public  expenses  may 
be  grounded. 

By  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  18th  April  last,  a  proposition  has  gone  forth 
to  the  State  to  alter  the  eighth  Article  of  Confederation.  It  is  proposed  to 
alter  the  rule  for  apportioning  the  public  expense  from  that  of  the  "  value  of 
all  lands,  buildings  and  improvements  therein,"  to  that  of  "  the  whole 
number  of  white  and  other  free  citizens  and  inhabitants,  of  every  age,  sex 
and  condition,  including  those  bound  to  servitude  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
three-fifths  of  all  other  persons  not  comprehended  in  the  foregoing  descrip- 
tion, excepting  Indians  not  paying  taxes,  in  each  state."  On  this  proposi- 
tion it  may  be  observed,  that  although  it  may  be  really  true  that  the  riches 
of  a  country  generally  keeps  pace  with  its  population,  yet  a  distinction  ought 
to  be  taken  in  the  instance  in  question  ;  for  from  local  circumstances  and 
particular  occupations,  and  ways  of  living  in  the  several  states  of  which  the 
American  Union  consists,  this  proposition  may  not  be  true  when  applied 
individually  to  them.  A  certain  portion  of  soil  is  necessary  to  every  farmer. 
It  is  found  to  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  agriculture  to  have  lands  cut 
into  too  small,  as  well  as  too  large  portions  in  the  hands  of  individuals  ; 
wherefore,  in  the  process  of  time,  as  the  people  increase,  they  resort  to 
places  convenient  for  trade  and  manufactures,  leaving  the  lands  to  be  cul- 
tivated by  a  competent  number.  Hence  the  people  in  commercial  and  man- 
ufacturing towns  become  very  numerous.  Should  this  observation  be 
applied  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  compared  with  the  other  states 
in  the  Federal  Union,  will  not  a  presumption  arise,  that  the  proposed  alter- 
ation in  the  fifth  Article  of  Confederation  would  work  an  injury  to  that 
State  ? 
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It  may  also  be  observed,  that  the  personal  estate  and  effects  are  not  to 
be  taken  into  the  estimate  agreeably  to  the  present  rule  ;  and  further  than 
that  they  give  additional  value  to  the  lands,  &c.,  in  the  respective  states; 
for  which  reason  the  proposed  alterations  of  the  rule  to  numbers,  would 
make  it  bear  harder  in  commercial  and  manufacturing  states. 

However  various  the  sentiments  of  the  people  may  be  about  the  propriety 
of  the  above  observations,  it  will  be  readily  allowed  ou  all  hands,  that  the 
present  state  of  the  comparative  numbers  and  wealth  of  Rhode  Island,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut,  not  to  mention  any  other  states,  strongly  favor 
them. 

Their  present  numbers  would  afford  a  ratio  of  taxation  for  Rhode  Island 
to  Massachusetts,  as  one  to  seven  for  Rhode  Island,  to  Connecticut  as  one 
to  four,  nearly.  An  inequality  too  obvious  to  find  any  advocates,  one  would 
imagine,  even  in  those  states.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  the  rule  in 
Confederation  would,  at  present,  be  more  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  as  well  as  more  just  and  equitable  ;  and  whether  the  same  causes 
which  effect  the  comparative  number  and  wealth  of  the  different  states  wiU 
not  in  future  have  a  proportional  operation,  must  be  left  to  eventful  time  to 
disclose. 

Besides,  if  numbers  are  to  be  the  rule,  ought  not  all  the  blacks  in  the 
southern  states  to  be  taken  into  the  census?  The  net  produce  of  the  labors 
of  a  black  in  those  states  is,  at  least,  double  to  that  of  a  common  white 
laborer  in  the  eastern  states.  Further,  and  which  merits  more  serious 
attention,  innovations  in  established  constitutions  ought  to  be  cautiously 
guarded  against.  One  alteration  in  the  Confederation  may  be  a  precedent 
for  and  produce  a  second,  and  these  a  third,  and  so  on,  until  that  system, 
founded  in  the  republican  principles  of  the  eastern  states,  shall  be  utterly 
annihilated. 

It  is  under  consideration  and  will  probably  be  carried,  that  the  Loan 
Office  certificates  shall  be  liquidated  agreeably  to  the  scale  of  Congress  ;  and 
that  the  keepers  of  the  Loan  Office  be  directed  to  issue  certificates  for  one 
year's  interest  due  on  said  certificates,  and  on  all  other  liquidated  debts  to 
be  receivable  in  payment  of  the  requisition  of  4th  of  September,  1782.  By 
a  provision  in  that  requisition,  the  demands  on  the  states  respectively  for 
interest,  are  first  to  be  paid,  and  the  surplusage  only  sent  to  the  Federal 
treasury.  Your  delegates  will  not  lose  sight  of  this  beneficial  provision  unti^ 
they  obtain  the  regulations  necessary  to  facilitate  its  operation.  Tlie  set- 
tlement of  the  public  accounts  meets  with  various  obstructions  ;  partly  owing, 
it  is  said,  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable  persons  to  act  as  commis- 
sioners ;  partly  to  the  confusion  with  which  much  of  the  public  business  has 
been  transacted  ;  and  partly  from  the  difficulty  of  fixing  particular  and  cer- 
tain rules  for  the  conduct  of  the  commissioners. 
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It  is  hoped  that  the  importance  of  the  subjects  ou  which  we  have  treated 
in  this  letter  will  apologize  for  its  length,  and  that  the  candor  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  will  impute  the  freedom  with  which  their  delegates  have  dis- 
closed their  minds  to  their  zeal  in  the  service  of  the  State. 

We  are,  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  respect  for  your  Excellency, 

and  the  State  which  we  have  the  honor  to  represent  in  Congress, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
DAVID  HOWELL. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  preceding  letter  came 
from  the  head  and  hand  of  Mr.  Howell.  The  handwriting 
of  the  original  unequivocally  establishes  the  second.  It  is  as 
easy  to  identify  his  handwriting  as  it  is  difficult  to  read  it. 
The  style  and  manner  of  treating  the  subjects  alluded  to,  are 
peculiarly  Mr.  Howell's.  There  is  no  mistaking  his  views. 
They  are  clearly  expressed  and  logically  defended.  It  was 
calculated  to  have  great  influence  on  the  political  action  of 
the  State,  and,  beyond  a  doubt,  it  added  numbers  and  effi- 
ciency to  the  State-right's  party. 

David  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Princeton,  September,  1783. 

Dear  Sir:  —  No  letters  have  been  received  from  abroad,  since  my  last 
to  Gov.  Boweu,  excepting  a  letter  laid  before  Congress  by  Gen.  Washing- 
ton from  Cliev.  Jean  de  Heinty,  Secretary  of  the  Order  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, in  Poland.  This  appears  to  be  an  order  of  dignity  in  Europe, 
though  of  modern  institution.  It  consists  of  three  classes  : — 1st,  Chevaliers 
grand  croix  ;  2d,  Chevaliers  commandeurs  ;  3d,  Chevaliers  petit  croix. 

The  expenses  of  initiation  are,  for  the  first,  110  ducats  ;  for  the  second, 
55  ducats  ;  for  the  third,  30  ducats. 

The  knights  of  this  order,  says  the  letter,  sensibly  touched  with  the  visi- 
ble and  efficarious  interpositon  of  Divine  Providence,  in  protecting  the 
thirteen  states  of  North  America,  and  in  giving  them  the  force  necessary  to 
resist  tyranny  and  to  establish  liberty,  the  rights  of  man  and  of  nature,  have 
thought  proper  to  address  themselves  to  the  hero  of  the  age,  praying  him 
to  lay  before  Congress  the  following  proposal : — That  Congress  should  name 
twelve  of  the  most  worthy  for  each  of  the  three  classes  of  the  order, — in  all 
thirty-six, — to  be  created  knights  of  the  order  of  Divine  Providence. 
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Congress  has  not  acted  on  this  matter  yet.  On  perusing  the  Confedera- 
tion, you  will  judge  for  yourself  how  far  a  compliance,  even  so  far  as  to 
nominate  or  recommend  persons  to  this  knighthood,  would  be  an  infraction 
thereof. 

By  direction  of  Congress,  Gen.  Washington  is  now  in  attendance  at  this 
place.  A  house  is  taken  for  him  at  Rocky  Hill,  about  four  and  a  half  miles 
off.  He  has  had  an  audience  with  Cougress,  for  the  particular  etiquette 
whereof  I  must  refer  you  to  my  last  letter  to  my  worthy  friend,  Dr.  Arnold. 
The  public  papers  will  give  you  our  address  and  his  reply.  He  was  sent 
for  to  be  consulted  on  the  arrangements  necessary  for  a  time  of  peace. 
Some  hints  on  which  policy  you  will  also  observe  in  Dr.  Arnold's  letter 
aforesaid,  in  consequence  of  a  polite  cai-d  from  his  Excellency  the  Gen- 
eral, to  his  Excellency  the  President.  The  latter,  with  all  the  present 
members,  chaplains,  and  great  officers  of  Congress,  had  the  honor  of  dining 
at  the  General's  table  last  Friday.  The  tables  were  spread  under  a  mar- 
quise, or  tent,  taken  from  the  British.  The  repast  was  elegant,  but  the 
General's  company  crowned  the  whole.  As  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
seated  facing  the  General,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  all  his  conversation. 
The  President  of  Congress  was  seated  on  his  right,  and  the  Minister  of 
France  on  his  left.  I  observed,  with  much  pleasure,  that  the  General's 
front  was  uncommonly  open  and  pleasant ;  the  contracted,  pensive  phiz 
betokening  deep  thought  and  much  care,  which  I  noticed  on  Prospect  Hill, 
in  1775,  is  done  away,  and  a  pleasant  smil<}  and  sparkling  vivacity  of  wit 
and  humor,  succeeds.  It  will  please  you  to  hear  the  following  which  occur 
out  of  many. 

On  the  President's  observing  that,  in  the  present  situation  of  our  aifairs, 
he  believed  that  Mr.  Morris  had  his  hands  full.  The  General  replied  at 
the  same  instant,  "  He  wished  he  had  his  pockets  full,  too."  On  Mr.  Peters 
(from  Pennsylvania)  observing  that  the  man  who  made  those  cups  (for  we 
drank  wine  out  of  silver  cups,)  was  turned  a  Quaker  preacher,  the  General 
replied  that  "  He  wished  he  had  turned  a  Quaker  preacher  before  he  made 
the  cups." 

You  must  also  have  the  French  Minister's  remark  on  the  General's 
humor : — "  You  t'ink  de  penitence  wou'd  have  been  good  for  de  cups." 

Congress  has  ordered  an  Egyptian  statue  of  General  Washington,  to  be 
erected  at  the  place  where  they  may  establish  their  permanent  residence. 
No  honors  short  of  those  which  the  Diety  vindicates  to  himself,  can  be  too 
great  for  Gen.  Washington. 

Little  business  has  been  done  since  my  arrival  here,  owing  to  an  incom- 
plete representatiou.  It  is  not  expected  that  much  will  be  done  before  a 
new  Congress  shall  meet  in  November  next.    Congress  will,  I  believe,  spend 
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the  winter  here,  or  at  Annapolis.  I  think  they  have  bid  a  final  farewell  to 
Philadelphia  ;  though  no  art  or  exertion  will  be  left  untried  by  Philadelphia 
to  draw  us  back. 

I  have  been  hammering,  out  doors,  on  the  subject  of  the  Western  territory  ; 
and  hope  in  a  fewdays,  a  step  will  be  taken  by  proclamation,  «fec.,  as  hinted 
in  my  late  letter  to  Gov.  Bowen.  Query.  Should  Congress  agree  to  estab- 
lish their  residence  for  thirteen  years,  at  or  near  Fort  Hill,  would  not  it 
raise  our  back  lauds  so  high  as  to  buy  up  nearly  all  our  domestic  securities  ? 
The  back  country  is  settling  with  amazing  rapidity.  It  is  told  me  by  a 
person  of  information,  that  Mr.  M.  is  at  the  head  of  the  two  great  companies 
of  land-jobbers,  viz.  :  the  Indiana  and  Vandalia.  You  may  remember  some 
stories  in  certain  letters  written  to  the  State,  as  well  as  that  iu  Mr.  B's.  I 
have  transmitted  to  Mr.  Thompson  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  about  the  mode  in  which  the  public  accounts  are  to  be  settled,  as 
well  as  on  the  subject  of  what  will  be  proper  charges.  A  committee  has 
the  subject  under  consideration.  Their  report  shall  be  sent  iu  due  time.  I 
fear  sufficient  attention  is  fiot  paid  to  the  settlement  of  accounts  and  other 
practicable  means  of  giving  ease  and  satisfaction  to  the  creditors  of  the  pub- 
lic. A  curt  reply  on  this  head  with  some  gentlemen  is,  "It  is  of  more 
importance  to  obtain  funds  to  pay  them  when  settled."  Everything  is  cal- 
culated to  alarm  the  public  creditors,  and  to  enh'st  them  in  favor  of  the  late 
revenue  recommendation. 

The  subject  of  the  old  money  was  resumed  last  Friday.  After  debating 
it  a  whole  day,  nothing  was  done.  It  will  be  resumed  to-morrow.  The 
enclosed  account  will  inform  you  how  much  has  been  paid  by  each  state, 
and  how  much  they  are  respectively  deficient.  The  delegates  from  Massa- 
chusetts, who,  by  the  by,  are  good  men  and  honest  republicans,  and  with 
me  in  all  measures,  say  that  there  are  in  the  state  now  not  less  than  about 
forty  seven  millious  of  the  old  money,  and  you  will  see  that  they  have  paid 
in  their  quota. 

I  cannot   pretend  to  foretell  what  will  be  done,  but   I  like  not  the  oppo- 
sition of  many  on  this   head.     You   will   see  that  the  southern  states  have 
been  delinquent,  and  I  fear   are  too   much  disposed  to  punish  us  for  doing 
our  duty.     IIow  much,  think  you,  have  we  of  the  old  emission. 
AVith  the  most  perfect  consideration,  I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

P.  S. — I  hope  cousin  Jemmy  will  write  me  whether  he  will  be  a  Knight 
of  110,  50  or  30  ducats. 
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Messrs.  Ellery  and  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Princeton,  October  9th,  1783. 

Sir  : — Since  our  last,  sundry  letters  have  been  received  from  Europe, 
some  extracts  from  which  have  been  sent  to  his  Honor  the  Deputy  Governor, 
to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly ;  others  are  enclosed  in  the  paper. 
No.  1.  These  extracts  will  give  the  views  which  the  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  Europe  entertains  on  the  subject  of  commerce  and  loans,  and 
in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  orders  of  the  British  King  in  Council,  regu- 
lating the  British  trade  with  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  14th  of  May, 
the  6th  of  June,  and  the  2d  of  August  last,  and  which  are  enclosed  in 
No.  2. 

The  present  British  Ministers,  or  rather  coalition,  stand  on  a  tottering 
foundation.  No  permanent  regulations  in  regard  to  trade,  are  soon  to  be 
expected.  Their  views  may  be  pretty  well  understood  from  the  letter  and 
memorial  of  Mr.  Hartley  to  the  American  Minister,  dated  June  14th,  1783, 
copies  of  which  are  enclosed  in  the  paper  No.  3. 

Since  the  independence  of  Ireland,  their  trade  will,  doubtless,  take  a 
different  turn,  as  well  as  that  of  the  United  States,  Nova  Scotia  and  Can- 
ada, and  the  Floridas  are  in  a  new  situation.  By  all  which  events,  the 
trade  of  Great  Britain  will  be  essentially  affected.  And  so  extensive  and 
complicated  are  the  mercantile  interests  of  the  British  empire,  that  time  and 
experience  are  necessary  to  enable  the  British  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  best  console  them  for  the  dismemberment  of  the  empire,  and  tend  to 
secure  to  them  the  advantages  of  their  remaining  commercial  resources. 
Their  great  object  seems  to  be  to  secure  to  themselves  the  carrying  trade,  in 
order  to  sustain  their  navy  and  maintain  their  empire  over  the  seas. 

By  the  fourth,  sixth,  and  ninth  articles  of  Confederation,  the  particular 
states  retain  their  power  of  imposing  duties  and  the  exclusive  regulation  of 
their  trade,  excepting  the  trade  with  the  Indians  not  members  of  the  states 
which  are  under  the  control  of  Congress. 

It  ought  not  to  be  concealed  from  you,  that  Congress  is  drawing  up  an 
address  to  the  states  on  the  subject  of  commerce,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
several  members  that  Congress  ought  to  call  on  the  states  to  invest  them 
with  the  power  of  regulating  the  trade  of  the  United  States. 

Your  delegates  have  conceived  it  their  duty  to  oppose  every  motion  of 
this  kind,  in  virtue  of  their  general  instructions  to  preserve  the  Confedera- 
tion, and  the  sovereignty  of  the  states  inviolate.  The  extracts  from  the 
Journal,  in  No.  4,  will  show  what  has  been  done  on  this  head. 

Your  delegates  have  thought  proper  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  memorial  to 
Congress  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  in  No.  5,  in  order  that  those 
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States  which  labor  under  similar  grievances,  may  adopt  similar  measures 
for  redress.  The  effects  of  this  memorial  are  will  detailed  in  a  letter  from 
the  delegates  of  Massachusetts  to  the  lion.  S.  Adams,  Esq.,  chairman  of  a 
committee  of  correspondence  with  the  delegates  of  that  state,  an  extract 
from  which  has  been  put  into  our  hands,  with  liberty  to  make  such  use  of 
it  as  we  might  judge  expedient ;  this  is  contained   in  No.  6. 

After  a  long  debate  on  the  subject  of  Western  territory.  Congress  has 
agreed  to  a  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration 
of  the  cession  of  Virginia ;  No.  7  contains  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 
The  necessity  of  the  case,  and  the  peculiar  situation  of  public  affairs,  can 
only  justify  this  measure,  as  a  cession  is  clearly  less  liberal  than  the  public 
had  a  right  to  expect. 

More  than  three  years  have  elapsed  since  Congress  recommended  to  the 
states  claiming  western  territory,  to  make  liberal  cessions  thereof.  Three 
cessions  only  have  been  made.  The  cession  of  New  York  was  accepted 
last  year,  and  that  of  Connecticut,  contained  in  No.  8,  has  been  repealed 
by  that  state,  since  the  arrival  of  peace.  And,  although  Virginia  has  been 
precluded  from  repealing  her  cession,  by  Maryland's  acceeding  to  the  Con- 
federation, in  consequence  thereof, — see  No.  11, — little  or  no  hope  remained 
of  her  ever  making  it  more  liberal  and  extensive.  And  should  Virginia, 
following  the  late  example  of  North  Carolina,  have  opened  her  land  office 
and  refused  to  listen  to  conciliatory  measures,  the  consequence  to  the  pub- 
lic could  not  readily  be  foreseen. 

The  legislature  of  Virginia  will  soon  convene,  and  it  is  expected,  conform 
their  cession  to  the  views  of  Congress.  In  case  of  her  refusal,  different 
measures  must  be  adopted  to  obtain  public  justice  on  this  subject. 

The  delegates  for  North  Carolina  have  written  to  their  state  in  the  most 
urgent  terms,  to  induce  them  to  make  a  cession  of  part  of  their  western 
claims.  What  Georgia  will  do  is  altogether  uncertain  ;  but  by  accepting 
the  cession  of  Virginia,  we  shall  have  an  additional  voice  for  obtaining 
cessions  of  other  states.  The  paper  No.  9  contains  the  cession  of  Virginia. 
It  has  been  earnestly  contended  that  they  should  relinquish  all  their  claims 
over  the  Alleghany  Mountains.  In  alleviation  of  the  public  disappointment 
by  failing  in  the  point,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  lands  appropriated  by 
Virginia  to  hei;  line,  at  all  events,  must  have  been  taken  out  of  these  west- 
ern claims  ;  that  near  eight  thousand  inhabitants  have  planted  themselves 
on  the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio,  at  Kentucky,  and  other  settlements  whose 
claims  would  most  probably  have  been  allowed  by  the  public,  and  formed 
another  large  deduction ;  and  finally  that  the  Indiana  claims,  an  account  of 
which  is  contained  in  the  paper  No.  10,  would  also  have  formed  another 
large  deduction ;  so  that,  on  the  whole,  the  policy  of  contending  with  Vir- 
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ginia  by  coercive  measures,  to  relinquish  her  claim  southeast  of  the  Ohio, 
appears  at  least  questionable. 

The  lands  already  ceded  to  the  United  States,  should  Virginia  conform 
to  the  views  of  Congress,  are  estimated  by  the  best  informed  to  amount  to 
upwards  of  five  hundred  square  miles.  Allowing  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
to  strike  one-fiftieth,  our  share  would  amount  to  ten  thousand  square  miles, 
a  territory  of  ten  times  the  extent  of  the  whole  State. 

A  proclamation  has  issued  from  Congress,  prohibiting  all  persons  from 
purchasing  or  accepting  cessions  of  land  from  the  Indians,  without  the  lim- 
its of  the  particular  states,  and  declaring  such  purchases  and  cessions  null 
and  void  ;  also  prohibiting  settlement  on  said  lands.  And  it  is  in  contem- 
plation to  lay  off  a  suitable  district  from  the  same,  for  a  new  state,  to  be 
disposed  of  to  satisfy  the  public  engagements  to  the  army,  and  to  form  a 
fund  in  aid  of  public  credit. 

On  the  5th  instant,  came  on  the  great  question  respecting  the  permanent 
residence  of  Congress.  After  some  debate,  it  was  agreed  that  each  state,  in 
order,  should  be  in  question.  After  separate  votes  were  taken  on  each  par- 
ticular state,  it  appeared  that  New  Jersey  and  Maryland  stood  highest,  each 
having  four  voices  in  its  favor.  On  the  6th,  a  motion  was  made  that  build- 
ings, suitable  for  the  accommodation  of  Congress  be  provided,  and  erected 
either  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  or  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware.  This 
passed  into  a  resolve,  by  general  consent.  On  motion  it  was  then  resolved 
that  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  be  the  place.  It  was  next  resolved  that  the 
particular  spot  should  be  near  the  Falls  of  Delaware,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Trenton,  by  four  states, — eleven  states  being  present.  The  balance  of  inter- 
ests was  not  affected  by  the  two  extreme  states  being  unrepresented. 
We  are,  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
DAVID  HOWELL. 

The  papers  referred  to  as  enclosed,  are  not  on  file. 

David  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Annapolis,  Dec.  24th  1783. 
Dear  Sir  :  — Your  favor  of  the  18th  ultimo,  came  duly  to  hand,  and  is 
before. me.     Amidst  the  almost  total  silence  of  my  friends,  your  letter  was 
peculiarly  grateful,  on  account  of  the  friendly  manner  in  which  it  was  writ- 
ten and  the  useful  information  it  contained. 

Mr.  Ellery  joins  me  in  returning  his  compliments  and  acknowledging 
your  goodness  in  procuring  suitable  grants  of  money  for  us  at   Littlerest ; 
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and  for  your  obliging  offer  to  forward  it  to  us.  I  presume,  before  this  will 
reach  you,  our  joint  letter,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  will  have  given  you 
information  of  our  having  been  under  the  necessity  of  drawing  on  you  in 
favor  of  Messrs.  Hewes  &  Anthouy.  Wo  doubt  not  of  ready  payment  of 
our  bills,  as  the  credit  of  the  State  as  well  as  our  personal  honor  is  con- 
cerned. 

It  gives  me  great  pain  to  be  so  frequently  under  the  necessity  of  apolo- 
gising for  the  conduct  of  Congress  in  regard  to  consolidating  Loan  Office  cer- 
tificates ;  and  in  regard  to  issuing  certificates  for  one  year's  interest.  As  I 
had  these  measures  greatly  at  heart,  I  have  omitted  no  opportunity  to  press 
them.  They  are  systematically  opposed.  They  require  the  concurrence 
of  nine  states,  and  we  seldom  had  nine  states  on  the  fioor  last  summer,  ex- 
clusive of  Pennsylvania,  and,  since  our  arrival  at  this  place,  we  have  had 
but  seven.  A  second  letter  of  remonstrance  to  the  delinquent  states,  on 
this  head,  was  ordered  yesterday.  A  full  representation  would  enable  us  to 
close  the  most  material  public  businness  in  two  or  three  months,  and  have 
a  recess.  This  I  had  proposed,  and  written  to  some  of  my  friends  before 
I  heard  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  State.  It  would  lessen  the  public  ex- 
penses, shew  the  people  that  Congress  does  not  intend  to  become  a  perma- 
nent body,  and  delegates  would  attend  more  punctually  at  such  short 
terms,  and  the  public  business  would  be  done  Avith  more  despatch.  You 
must  have  heard  that  New  Hampshire  has  ordered  their  citizens  to  receive 
certificates  for  one  year's  interest  due  on  the  loan  office  certificates,  which 
are  to  be  taken  in  payment  of  the  tax  on  the  requisition  of  September  12th, 
1782.  The  power  of  the  particular  states  to  take  such  a  measure  without 
further  order  from  Congress,  is  not  contested  even  by  those  who  oppose  the 
measure.  I  have  wished  that  Congress  would  point  out  the  mode,  but  the 
opposition  against  making  any  further  advances  in  that  way,  and  the  delay- 
unavoidable  in  the  case,  will  perhaps  justify,  as  you  observe,  "  the  states 
interfei'ing  in  the  business."  It  ,is  exactly  in  the  extreme,  thus  to  delay 
doing  justice,  where  it  is  practicable,  in  order  to  work  up  and  thicken  the 
storm. 

I  am  sorry  that  we  do  not  better  coincide  in  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
federal  loans.  I  shall  reserve  a  more  full  discussion  on  this  point  to  a  per- 
sonal interview,  and  only  submit  to  you  for  the  present,  whether  it  was  not 
better  to  adopt  the  mea.sures  we  did,  than  to  have  returned  to  Philadelphia, 
in  which  case,  in  all  human  probability,  that  would  have  been  ihe  place  of 
our  permanent  residence.  Nothing  but  drawn  bayonets  ever  did  drive  Con- 
gress out  of  Philadelphia,  and  there  appeared  to  me  no  sufficient  reason  to 
beUeve  that  any  thing  else  ever  would.  A  plan  is  now  laid,  if  honestly  pur- 
sued, to  keep  them  out  of  any  large  city  forever ;  and  if  that  point  is  car 
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ried,  it  is  of  little  consequence,  in  my  view,  where  they  sit,  or  whether  they 
have  any  federal  town,  provided  they  have  suitable  accommodations.  A 
perambulatory  Congress  favors  republicanism  ;  a  permanent  one  tends  to  con- 
centrate power,  aristocracy  and  monarchy.  I  was  greatly  alarmed  on  hear- 
ing that  Massachusetts  had  adopted  the  impost.  I  cannot  yet  learn  what 
those  saving  clauses  are.  I  perfectly  agree  with  you,  that  funds  must  be  pro- 
vided ;  but  as  you  rightly  observe,  in  a  constitutional  way.  I  consider  the 
western  country  as  an  important  fund,  and  hope  that  it  will  prove  in  addiion 
to  state  imposts,  state  excises  and  common  taxation,  a  sutficient  fund  to 
secure  the  final  payment  of  the  national  debt.  At  one-eighth  of  a  dollar  per 
acre  it  would  extinguish  a  debt  of  forty  millions  of  dollars. 

I  hear  of  little  being  said  or  done  about  a  Continental  impost  to  the 
southward.  I  fear  that  Virginia  will  finally  adopt  it.  She  is  now  in  a 
good  humor  with  Congress  on  account  of  our  vote  for  a  second  federal  town 
on  her  confines,  and  accepting  her  cession  on  terms  so  advantageous  to  her. 

You  very  justly  reprobate  the  dilatory  and  ineffectual  mode  of  settling 
the  public  accounts.  The  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  has  remon- 
strated to  Congress  on  this  subject,  and  reprehend  some  of  the  instructions 
given  to  the  commissioners,  particularly  that  which  directs  them  to  reexam- 
ine all  certificates  issued  by  our  quartermasters,  commissaries,  «&;c.  They 
say,  in  fine,  that  it  is  their  expectation  that  the  commissioners  be  governed 
by  resolves  of  Congress,  and  not  by  direction  from  the  office  of  Finance. 
This  has  been  referred  to  Mr.  M.,  and  he  has  returned  us  a  long  report 
justificative  of  his  conduct,  and  explanatory  of  the  whole  business,  accord- 
ing to  his  views  of  it.  There  again  we  cannot  take  a  single  step  for  want  of 
nine  states.  In  this  affair,  the  public  suffers  extremely,  but  it  is  said  to  be 
of  no  consequence  till  funds  are  provided.  You  wish  to  hear  that  Congress 
at  their  new  place  of  residence  are  '•  divested  of  all  party  and  local  attach- 
ments." I  am  happy  to  give  you  such  information.  In  what  little  business 
has  been  done  here,  I  have  not  been  able  to  dicover  the  least  tincture  of 
poisonous  influence.  The  members  appear  to  aim  at  the  public  good,  with- 
out regarding  the  dictates  of  any  of  their  servants,  and  I  have  the  pleasure 
to  itrform  you  that  we  have  some  very  amiable  characters  here  at  present. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  M.  proposes  to  pay  us  a  visit  of  some  length.  He 
will,  perhaps,  give  his  friends  previous  notice  of  the  time,  and  get  a  full 
house  of  them,  to  urge  on  his  old  system,  and  which  he  may  honestly  pur- 
sue yet,  for  I  have  no  idea  that  he  proposes  to  relinquish  either  his  system 
or  his  office,  until  his  interest  and  that  of  his  friends,  in  the  public  debt, 
shall  be  secured  by  funds  in  the  hands  of  Congress.  I  wrote  you  my  mind 
on  this  head  in  my  last. 

You  observe  that  you  are  full  of  goods  and  more  coming.    I  should  think 
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the  plenty  would  reduce  the  price,  and  that  it  must  be  our  interest  to  have 
foreign  goods  cheap  in  our  markets,  and  our  goods  dear  in  theirs.  The 
prices  of  our  products,  I  should  think,  would  be  naturally  raised  by  a  com- 
petition of  purchasers  from  all  nations.  The  fear  expressed  by  some  people 
that  foreigners  will  take  our  trade  into  their  hands,  and  be  our  carriers  as 
well  as  our  merchants,  appears  to  my  weak  apprehension  very  ill  founded. 
Nature  protests  against  such  violence.  The  British  and  other  European 
nations  will  soon  find  the  bad  policy  as  well  as  the  impracticability  of  car- 
rying their  arbitrary  order  into  effect,  and  of  continuing  them  so  much 
against  the  natural  course  of  things.  "We  have  a  natural  right  to  carry  our 
own  trade,  and  a  natural  right  will  create,  in  the  event,  an  interest  in  our 
favor  which  will  secure  to  us  the  exercise  of  this  right.  The  West  Indian 
planters  are  already  clamorous.  All  Europe  will,  at  length,  find  their 
interest  in  the  fredom  of  our  trade,  as  they  do  in  our  independence. 

I  confess  it  was  an  unpardonable  omission,  in  my  last  letter,  not  to  have 
informed  you  of  Avhat  we  had  done  about  the  State's  accounts  in  Philadel- 
phia ;  but  as  we  did  not  neglect  to  do  the  business,  I  hope  no  injury  will 
arise  to  the  State.  Mr.  Williams,  the  Comptroller  General  of  the  Treasury, 
in  whose  keeping  the  accounts  are,  promised  to  write  to  Mr.  Chinn  on  the 
subject,  and  correct  the  measures  necessary  to  be  taken  thereon,  and  to  see 
that  they  were  carried  into  effect  at  the  public  charge.  Whereupon,  we 
left  the  business  in  his  charge,  confiding  that  the  interests  of  the  State  will 
not  suffer  in  any  event. 

You  hope,  *'  removing  to  the  south  will  not  make  me  forget  my  old  friends 
to  the  north."  The  hint,  Sir,  is  very  natural,  and  it  gives  me  no  small 
degree  of  pleasure  to  find  that  you  have  a  desire  to  retain  an  interest  in  my 
friendship.  You  have,  Sir,  as  the  poet  says,  "  Carissima  pignora  mei," 
"  the  dearest  pledges  of  myself  "  in  Providence,  my  dearest  love  and  five 
sweet  prattling  babes,  you  have  my  whole  earthly  interests  ;  and  in  your 
estimation  of  me  rests  all  my  expectations  in  life.  Be  assured.  Sir,  my  obli- 
gations to  my  friends  in  Providence,  to  the  town  and  to  the  State,  are  too 
deeply  graved  in  a  faithful  breast  to  be  erased  by  time  or  distance.  Sorry 
I  am,  to  have  the  least  occasion  to  call  in  qustion  the  sincerity  of  any  of  my 
friends'  regard  for  me.  I  will  not  call  it  in  question.  I  will  rather  con- 
clude that  they  consider  me  as  in  their  pay ;  and  that  it  is  my  duty  to  carry 
on  both  sides  of  the  correspondence.  Mr.  EUery  thinks  I  have  written  as 
much  as  six  quires  of  paper,  and  I  have  not  received  above  a  quarter  of  a 
quire,  excepting  Mrs.  Howell's  letters. 

We  left  Philadelphia  on  the  8th  instant,  having  stayed  for  the  arrival  of 
Mr.  Stelle,  and  came  through  Baltimore,  where  we  attended  divine  service 
on  the  Continental  Thanksgiving  Day,  and  arrived  here  on  the  12th.  There 
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had  been  no  Congress,  as  we  expected,  before  our  arrival.  Mr.  EUery  and 
myself  have  taken  lodgings  at  a  Mr.  Millard's,  near  the  state  house.  "We 
are  well  accommodated  with  large  and  elegant  apartments  and  sufficient 
fare  ;  but  our  liviag  will,  on  the  whole,  come  dearer  here  than  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

This  city  stands  on  rising  grounds  and  looks  into  the  bay  by  a  most  beau- 
tiful prospect.  The  Severn  runs  by  it  on  the  northwest,  and  another  river 
or  creek  on  the  other  side,  so  that  we  appear  to  be  almost  surrounded  by 
water.  The  soil  is  sandy,  and  the  walking  good  (though  the  streets 
are  not  paved,)  at  all  seasons.  The  shores  are  steep  and  the  banks  sand 
and  gravel.  There  are  no  marshes,  salt  meadows,  or  stagnant  wa- 
ters. I  should  estimate  the  houses  from  four  to  five  hundred.  The  inhab- 
itants, perhaps,  as  many  thousands.  The  state  house  and  the  house 
assigned  for  the  President,  are  spacious  and  elegantly  furnished,  far  exceed- 
ing those  biiildings  in  Philadelphia.  The  houses  in  general  in  the  city, 
are  very  large,  and  look  like  palaces  compared  with  the  huts  of  the  peas- 
ants in  the  country  you  pass  through.  This  city  is  the  residence  of  wealthy 
landholders  from  an  extensive  circle.  This  is  their  winter  quarters  and  the 
theatre  of  their  diversions.  The  bon-ton  of  this  city  affect  an  higher  sense 
of  honor  and  a  more  refined  politeness  than  any  other  part  of  the  state.  I 
am  told  here  is  a  play-house,  a  ball-room,  and  many  good  taverns,  but  there 
is  no  place  for  public  worship. 

On  the  19th  inst.  the  Commander-in-Chief  arrived  in  the  city  ;  on  the  20th 
he  informed  Congress  by  letter  of  his  intentions  to  resign  his  commission. 
A  public  audience  for  him  was  ordered  on  the  23d,  at  which  he  solemnly 
delivered  his  commission  to  the  President  of  Congress  after  a  short  address, 
which  was  answered  by  the  President ;  both  of  which  you  will  see  in  the 
public  papers.  An  elegant  public  dinner  was  ordered  on  the  22d,  by  Con- 
gress. The  Governor,  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates,  with  snndry  of  the 
citizens,  in  all,  including  Congress,  about  two  hundred,  attended  and  par- 
took of  the  feast.  After  which  thirteen  toasts  were  drank  under  a  discharge 
of  thirteen  cannons.  Gov.  Greene  invited  the  company  to  a  ball  in  the 
evening,  at  the  state  house.  The  farewell  of  General  Washington  was  a 
most  solemn  scene.  This  closed  the  public  audience  on  the  23d.  The 
state  house  was  crowded  with  people  of  the  first  fashion,  who  all  partook  in 
the  occasion.  And  many  testified  their  affectionate  attachment  to  our  illus- 
trious hero,  and  their  gratitude  for  his  services  to  his  country  by  a  most 
copious  shedding  of  tears.  After  this  scene  closed,  he  set  off  for  his  seat  on 
the  Potomac,  having  purposed  to  reach  there  in  season  to  spend  Christmas 
at  his  own  house.  I  have  enclosed  you  a  list  of  the  toasts  drank  at  the 
public  dinner. 
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T  have  also  enclosed  you  a  copy  of  a  certificate  issued  by  this  State  to  its 
citizens,  holders  of  Loan  Office  certificates,  in  lieu  thereof.  It  is  said  that 
many  have  been  thus  taken  up, — the  State  assuming  the  debt  of  Congress. 

As  there  is  no  public  worship  in  this  place,  and  Congress  have  at  present 
no  chaplain,  I  have  been  witness  to  no  act  of  public  devotion,  since  I  have 
been  here.  The  second  night  after  my  arrival  being  Saturday  night,  in  the 
edge  of  the  evening,  the  servant  brought  into  the  room  and  set  on  the  table 
two  candles  and  two  packs  of  cards.  Some  of  the  company  spread  around 
the  table  and  went  lo  playing  for  money.  I  left  the  room  and  was  shown 
to  another ;  after  which  I  sent  for  Mr.  Ellery,  and  we  spent  the  evening  by 
ourselves  in  conversation.  I  observed  to  the  company  that,  in  New  Eng- 
land, the  table  would  have  been  furnished  with  a  Bible  and  psalm  book, 
instead  of  two  packs  of  cards. 

I  was  told  the  next  day  that  they  had  played  for  ten  to  twenty  guineas  a 
game,  and  that  one  man  had  lost  two  hundred  guineas.  Gentlemen  here 
boast  of  such  adventures,  so  widely  different  are  the  customs  and  manners 
of  the  people  here  from  those  of  New  England.  The  older  I  grow,  the 
more  I  am  impressed  with  the  persuation  that  religion  is  for  the  good  of 
society.  If  in  this  world  only  it  had  a  reward,  that  reward  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  induce  a  reasonable  man  to  become  seriously  religious.  And  the 
advantages  government  would  receive  from  the  prevalence  of  some  religion 
among  the  people,  are  sufficient,  in  my  opinion,  to  induce  every  patriot,  or 
good  politician  to  countenance  and  encourage  it  by  precept  and  example. 
I  therefore  cordially  join  you  in  wishing  that  we  may  "  build  our  future 
empire  on  the  basis  of  religion,  virtue  and  justice." 

Sundry  letters  from  our  Minister  in  Europe  have  been  received,  with  and 
since  the  definitive  treaty.  They  contain  nothing  of  moment.  I  shall,  how- 
ever, take  extracts  from  some  of  them  to  lay  before  the  next  session  of  our 
Assembly. 

With  the  most  perfect  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

P.  S.  —  Please  to  let  my  friend,  Dr.  Arnold,  read  this  letter,  if  at  home, 
and  such  others  as  you  may  think  proper. 

"  Mr.  M."  referred  to  in  the  preceding  letter  undoubtedly 
was  Mr.  Morris,  whose  views  on  financial  matters  Mr.  Howell 
generally  opposed. 
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Dayid  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Annapolis,  February  1st,  1784. 

Deab  Sir  :  — In  a  former  letter  I  made  mention  of  the  robbery  of  the 
mail  at  Princeton  last  fall.  I  now  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Post- 
master General. 

No.  1  with  resolves  of  Congress.  No.  2  on  that  subject.  No.  3  contains 
certain  resolves  allowing  the  state  of  Virginia  to  keep  up  armed  vessels  and 
guards  for  defence  of  their  trade  and^  to  guard  the  public  prisons  and  stores. 
The  delegates  of  Virginia  had  instructions  to  apply  for  these  resolves,  when 
that  had  in  contemplation  the  collection  of  duties  on  its  trade  under  its  own 
authority.  It  is  said,  (but  their  act  has  not  been  submitted  to  Congress,) 
that  that  state  has  lately  adopted  the  Continental  five  per  cent,  impost.  In 
that  case  these  resolutions  will  probalbly  be  useless  to  them,  as  Continental 
armed  vessels  and  Continental  guards  must  be  introduced  and  employed  to 
enforce  whatever  ordinances  Congress  may  from  time  to  time  find  expedient 
to  adopt. 

No.  4  contains  certain  resolutions  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  an  Indian 
pacification.  The  pacific  and  generous  views  of  Congress  are  declared 
towards  those  Indians  who  have  in  the  late  war  joined  the  British  arms, 
and  are  now  disposed  to  peace  ;  and  the  district  of  territory  wanted  for  a 
new  state,  is  described.  It  is  expected  that  large  presents  must  be  made  to 
the  Indians  at  the  proposed  treaty.  Virginia  having  conformed  her  cession 
to  the  'nev/s  of  Congress,  as  soon  as  the  purchase,  or  cession  shall  be 
obtained  of  the  Indians  by  fair  treaty,  the  title  of  Congress  will  be  incontes- 
tible,  and  our  land  office  will  be  opened. 

No.  5  contains  a  resolve  of  Congress  on  a  memorial  of  the  public  credi- 
tors in  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia.  I  hope  this  resolution  will  be 
satisfactory  to  the  public  creditors  in  our  State.  It  is  only  explanatory  of 
the  resolution  of  the  28th  of  June,  1778.  The  amount  of  Loan  Office  cer- 
tificates which  draw  real  interest  on  the  nominal  depreciated  principal  is 
about  two  and  half  millions  dollars.  I  must  note  that  a  committee  is 
appointed  to  devise  and  report  means  of  discharging  them.  The  state  of 
Maryland  has  assumed  on  itself  upwards  of  a  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
their  currency,  of  the  Loan  Office  debt  due  to  its  citizens  ;  and  issued  to  the 
holders  State  certificates,  the  interest  of  which  is  to  be  paid  annually  by  the 
state,  and  the  principal  in  due  time. 

No.  6  contains  measures  adopted  to  obtain  a  full  representation  in  Con- 
gress.    All  measures  on  this  head  have  hitherto   proved  ineffectual ;  only 
eight  states  are  present.     We  have  had  nine  but  about  a  week,  since  our 
adjournment  to  this  place.     What  baneful  planet  interposes  its  malign  influ- 
30 
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ence?  This  is  all  the  apology  I  can  make  for  uot  haviug  better  answered 
the  just  expectations  of  the  people,  who  have  honored  me  with  their  confi- 
dence and  the  important  trust  of  representing  them  in  Congress.  Those 
who  have  less  confidence  than  I  have  in  the  views  of  the  present  Congress, 
are  less  mortified  on  this  occasion. 

No.  7  contains  an  act  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  laying  duties  on  British 
vessels,  &c.  Five  shillings  per  ton  is  to  be  paid  by  all  British  vessels,  and  two 
per  centum  on  their  cargoes,  in  addition  to  duties  already  laid  or  to  be  laid, 
on  other  vessels  and  cargoes.  The  act  also  empowers  their  delegates  to 
ratify  an  additional  article  to  the  Confederation  on  the  subject  of  commerce. 
In  a  late  letter  from  Mr.  Adams,  he  observes  that  the  present  British  Min- 
istry (which  being  a  coalition,  was  thought  to  stand  on  tottering  founda- 
tion,) gains  strength  and  stability  ;  and  that  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  order 
of  the  British  King  in  Council  restraining  our  carrying  trade,  will  not  soon 
be  repealed.  In  that  case  some  counteraction  may  be  wise  and  proper  on 
our  part.  I  wish  this  subject  may  receive  a  serious  consideration.  What 
several  states  have  done  may  be  seen  in  the  public  papers.  It  may  be 
observed,  that  Maryland  has  imposed  duties  on  British  trade,  to  be  paid 
into  their  own  treasury.  And  that  although  they  are  disposed  to  invest 
Congress  with  power  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign  goods,  &c.,  yet 
they  are  uot  disposed  to  invest  Congress  with  power  to  impose  duties  on 
such  goods,  &c.  The  power  of  regulating  trade,  so  far  as  such  regulations 
are  bona  fide  not  calculated  to  raise  a  revenue  therefrom,  would,  in  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  be  less  dangerous  in  the  hands  of  Congress  than  the  power  of 
raising  a  revenue. 

No.  8  contains  copy  of  an  act  of  Massachusetts,  investing  Congress  with 
power  to  levy  and  collect  a  five  per  cent,  impost.  I  cannot  learn  that  they 
have  complied  with  the  other  parts  of  the  system  of  April  18th  last ;  and  a 
failure  in  one  point,  according  to  the  resolve  will  frustrate  the  whole.  I 
observe  that  they  have  annexed  some  important  provisos,  and  I  will  take 
the  liberty  to  name  a  few  more : —  1st.  That  the  states  should  have  credit 
for  the  moneys  collected  within  them  respectively.  2d.  That  all  the  oflSicers 
employed  in  the  collection  and  management  of  the  revenues  within  the 
states,  should  be  appointed  by  and  accountable  only  to  their  states  respec- 
tively. 3d.  That  the  ordinance  under  which  the  duties  are  to  be  collected, 
should  be  framed  by  Congress  and  laid  before  the  respective  states,  to  be 
enacted  and  executed  under  their  authority. 

Should  this  subject  be  taken  up  by  the  Legislature  of  our  State,  and  find 
powerful  advocates,  it  is  my  earnest  request  that  the  ofiicial  letters,  which 
I  have  heretofore  written  on  this  subject,  may  be  read,  for  the  information 
of  new  members,  previous  to  putting  the  question,  and  considered  as  con- 
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taining  my  present  sentiments  and  advice.  This  will  prevent  me  the  neces- 
sity of  enlarging  at  present,  which  would  only  be  a  repetition  of  what  is 
already  on  your  files. 

Our  Ministers  have  not  been  able  to  negotiate,  for  a  term,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  British  debts,  nor  for  the  release  of  interest. 

It  was  well  argued  by  them  that  Great  Britain  was  the  aggressor  on  the 
war,  and  therefore,  in  equity,  responsible  for  its  consequences.  That  it  had 
disabled  us  and  ruined  many.  That  it  would  be  for  their  interest  to  give  a 
term,  and  so  prevent  numberless  bankruptcies  among  us.  That  by  their 
wrong  done  to  us,  it  was  impossible  for  us,  during  the  war,  to  make  pay- 
ment, and,  of  course,  we  were  not,  in  equity,  bound  to  pay  interest,  which 
is  in  the  nature  of  damage — even  a  lawful  tender  was  improducable. 

It  is  held,  however,  that  interest  ought  only  to  be  allowed  on  special  con- 
tracts therefor,  and  not  on  accounts.  As  the  law  is  opened  to  British  credi- 
tors by  the  definitive  treaty,  some  states  whose  citizens  are  greatly  in  deb 
to  British  merchants  are  alarmed.  It  is  said  that  a  bill  is  to  be  brought  in 
the  next  session  of  the  legislature  in  Virginia,  to  suspend  execution  or  judg- 
ments for  debts  contracted  before  1775,  as  well  among  their  own  citizens, 
as  where  one  party  is  a  foreigner. 

The  Minister  of  France  has  lately  arrived  in  this  city.  He  was  received 
with  demonstrations  of  joy.  He  has  sent  a  note  to  Congress  informing 
that  his  most  Christian  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  repeal  his  arret,  sus- 
pending payment  in  navy  bills  for  one  year,  so  far  as  may  respect  the  citi- 
zens of  tne  United  States. 

Should  you  be  of  opinion  that  these  enclosures  are  of  sufiicient  importance, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  them  before  the  honorable  General  Assembly,  at 
their  next  session  ;  and  to  assure  them  of  my  best  wishes  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  State  and  the  public  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  with  much  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Annapolis,  Feb.  1st,  1784. 

The  attention  which  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  give  my  request  to 
the  General  Assembly  for  a  grant  of  money  ;  your  and  their  disposition  to 
supply  their  public  servants  abroad,  and  the  necessity  which  will  oppress 
me  before  I  can  return  home,  unless  my  purse  should  be  recruited,  constrain 
me  again,  through  you,  to  address  them  for  another  grant. 

I  make  this  early  application,  because  it  is  not  probable  that  there  will 
be  more  than  one  session  before  I  shall  leave  Congress,  and  that  I  presume 
will  be  some  time  this  month. 


468  RHODE    ISLAND    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

Before  I  left  Princeton,  I  had  expended  the  money  I  had  received  from 
the  treasurer,  as  well  as  other  money  I  had  taken  with  me,  and  was  obliged 
to  borrow  to  discharge  my  board.  At  Philadelphia  I  purchased  some 
clothing.  This,  the  repayment  of  what  I  had  borrowed,  my  expenses  for 
board  there,  on  the  road  to  this  place,  and  since  I  have  been  here,  have 
consumed  so  large  a  part  of  the  last  grant  that,  without  a  further  supply,  it 
will  be  impracticable  for  me  to  discharge  the  debts  I  shall  have  contracted 
before  my  return.  Sensible  of  the  difficulty  with  which  money  is  collected, 
and  of  the  numerous  demands  on  the  treasury,  I  have  reduced  my  expendi- 
tures to  as  small  a  compass  as  possible,  in  order  to  lessen  the  occasion  for 
calling  upon  the  State. 

Before  I  left  Princeton,  I  sent  home  one  of  my  horses  ;  when  I  got  to 
Philadelphia,  I  sent  oflf  the  other ;  (if  I  could  have  sold  them,  there  would 
have  been  less  necessity  for  this  application,)  and  I  would  have  dismissed 
my  waiter  also,  had  it  been  possible  for  Mr.  Howell  and  myself  to  pass  the 
winter  with  any  degree  ot  convenience,  not  to  mention  decency,  without  a 
servant.  The  board  and  wages  of  my  waiter  have  made  and  will  make  my 
expenses  greater  than  those  of  my  colleague.  Notwithstanding  every 
retrenchment,  such  is  and  hath  been  my  expense  that  I  am  compelled  to 
sacrifice  decency  to  my  finances.  How  degrading,  how  humiliating  it  might 
be  to  a  gentleman  not  to  be  able  to  return  the  invitations  he  receives,  I  leave 
to  the  feelings  of  my  constituents.  I  could  wish  that  a  style  of  living  more 
simple,  and  more  conformable  to  republican  principles,  universally  pre- 
vailed. But  luxury  seems  to  increase,  and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  the 
character  and  influence  of  a  state,  as  well  as  of  its  delegates,  depend  very 
much  upon  the  mode  in  which  the  latter  live. 

I  should  not  have  been  so  particular,  but  there  are  men  of  generous  dispo- 
sitions who,  from  their  plain  style  of  living,  and  from  their  not  having  been 
abroad  in  a  public  character,  cannot  easily  conceive  how  a  delegate  can, 
without  profusion,  expend  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thusand  dollars  a  year. 

For  the  want  of  nine  states  we  have  not  been  able  to  transact  business 
of  importance.  After  having  wrote  many  pressing  letters,  and  sent  oiF  two 
expresses,  nine  states  were  at  length  collected,  and  the  definitive  treaty  rati- 
fied. As  soon  as  this  was  done,  one  of  the  Delaware  members  left  Con- 
gress ,*  and  there  have  been  only  eight  states  represented  since  his  departure. 
Georgia  has  not  had  a  delegate  on  the  floor  for  a  twelve  month.  New 
Hampshire  has  had  but  one  ever  since  I  have  attended.  New  York  is  not 
at  present  represented,  and  New  Jersey  has  but  one  member.  We  hope  to 
have  a  reresentation  from  these  states  in  the  course  of  a  month  or  six  weeks, 
and  then  we  promise  ourselves  that  business  will  proceed  with  so  much 
celerity,  as  to  admit  of  a  recess,  or  adjournment,  some  time  in  May.     In 
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the  mean  time  matters  are  ripening,  as  far  as  they  can  be  matured,  for  the 
decision  of  nine  states.  The  business  that  hath  been  completed  since  our 
last  joint  letter,  hath  not  furnished  material  enough  for  another.  Mr.  How- 
ell, who  hath  an  excellent  talent  for  collecting  intelligence,  who  is  very 
attentive  to  every  thing  that  passes,  and  whose  more  peculiar  province  it  is 
to  transmit  information  to  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  has  sent  on  from 
time  to  time  every  material  advice  from  our  ministers  abroad,  and  respect- 
ing congressional  transactions. 

The  act  of  Virginia,  acceding  to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  touching  their 
westerii  cession,  has  not  yet  come  to  hand  J  That  state,  and  the  state  of 
Maryland,  have  passed  acts  empowering  Congress  to  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  British  goods  in  British  bottoms,  &c.,  &c.  A  copy  of  the  act  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  an  extract  from  that  of  Maryland,  I  send  enclosed.  Heavy  im- 
posts to  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  states  where  collected,  I  think 
would  be  the  best  way  to  effect  a  reversion  of  the  obnoxious  order  of  the 
British  King  in  Council.  As  for  giving  to  Congress  power  to  regulate  trade, 
I  should  not  be  disposed  to  consent  to  it. 

Congress  has  lately  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams,  dated  London, 
November  13th,  1783.  The  substance  whereof  is  as  follows  :  The  great 
business  is,  "  to  keep  their  places."  They  drove  out  Shelburn,  condemned 
his  peace,  which  the  whig  part  of  them  would  have  been  very  glad  to  have 
made.  They  now  pretend  to  cherish  the  principles  of  the  navigation  act, 
and  the  King  has  been  advised  to  recommend  this  in  his  speech  ;  and  the 
lords  have  echoed  it  in  very  strong  terms.  The  coalition  appears  to  stand 
on  very  strong  grounds  ;  the  lords  and  great  commoners  who  compose  it, 
count  a  great  majority  of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons.  They  are 
endeavoring  to  engage  Bedford  interest  with  them ;  to  persuade  Thurlow 
to  be  again  Chancellor,  and  Mr.  Pitt  is  tempted  with  the  place  of  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  which  Lord  John  Cavendish  wishes  to  resign.  Ireland 
is  still  in  a  state  of  fermentation,  throwing  off  the  admiralty,  post  office  and 
every  other  relic  of  British  parliamentary  authority,  and  contending  for  a 
free  transportation  of  their  woolen  manufactures  into  Portugal,  for  the 
trades  to  the  East  Indies,  to  the  United  States,  and  all  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

This  rivalry  of  the  Ii'ish  is  terrible  to  the  ministers.  The  East  Indies 
exhibit  another  scene,  which  will  be  terrible  to  the  ministry.  Here  centre 
the  hopes  of  England.  No  system  can  be  formed  which  will  give  universal 
satisfaction.  Some  require  the  government  to  take  that  whole  country  into 
their  own  hands  ;  others  demand  aids  in  cash  and  troops  to  the  company. 
Opposition  will  probably  be  first  formed  upon  Indian  affairs.  An  enormous 
loan  is  the  most  popular  thing  a  statesman  can  untertake  ;  so  certain  is  the 
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bankruptcy  of  his  country.  Opposition  will  declaim  upon  this  topic,  but  will 
make  no  impression. 

The  United  States  will  be  another  object  of  debate.  If  an  opposition 
should  be  formed  and  concerted,  I  presume  oae  fundamental  part  of  it  will 
be  a  liberal  conduct  towards  us.  They  will  be  advocates  for  some  freedom 
of  communication  with  the  West  Indies,  and  for  our  having  an  equitable 
share  of  the  carrying  trade.  Administration,  on  the  other  hand,  will,  with 
great  ditRculty,  be  pursuaded  to  abandon  the  mean,  contemptible  policy, 
which  their  proclamations  exhibit. 

The  public  creditors  in  the  city  and  neighborhood  of  Philadelphia  lately 
presented  a  memorial  to  Congress,  setting  forth  that  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  did,  on  the  21st  of  March  last,  pass  an  act 
authorizing  and  directing  the  treasurer  thereof,  to  make  and  issue  notes, 
and  deliver  the  same  to  Thomas  Smith,  Esq.,  Continental  Loan  officer,  to 
enable  him  to  pay  one  year's  interest  on  Loan  Office  certificates,  &c,.  &C' 
That  the  Loan  Office  refused  to  pay  the  interest  on  Loan  Office  certificates 
bearing  date  betAveen  the  first  day  of  September,  1777,  and  the  first  day  of 
March,  1778,  unless  they  consent  to  a  liquidation  of  depreciation  of  the 
interest  of  this  class  of  certificates,  equal  to  that  which  is  established  for 
the  principal  of  the  final  redemption.  Upon  which  Congres  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  interest  which  has  or  may  come  due  on  Loan 
Office  certificates,  bearing  date  between  the  first  day  of  September,  1777, 
and  the  first  day  of  March,  1778,  is  not  subject  to  any  depreciation. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  the  letter  with  which  you  was 
pleased  to  favor  Mr.  Howell  and  me,  and  hope  for  the  continuance  of  your 
goodness.  Present  my  regards  to  your  lady  and  your  children,  and  believe 
me  to  be  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  esteem,  , 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

P.  S. — Mr.  Howell  presents  his  respectful  compliments. 

David  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Annapolis,  Feb.  1st,  1784. 
Sir  :  —  Your  favor  of  November  18th,  directed  to  Mr.  Ellery  and  myself, 
came  duty  to  hand.  I  delayed  answering  it  with  a  view  of  joining  Mr. 
Ellery  in  writing  an  official  letter.  But  as  he  informs  me  that  he  wrote 
you  by  the  last  post,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  write  without  further 
delay.     I  am  sensible  of  your  attention  in  laying  our  several  letters  before 
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the  Assembly,  and  of  their  goodness  in  making  us  the  necessary  grants  of 
money  for  our  expenses.  As  our  grants  were  made  payable  to  the  Deputy 
Governor,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  draw  upon  him  in  favor  of  Messrs. 
Hewes  &  Anthony,  of  Philadelphia,  whose  friendship  has  relieved  us  and 
enabled  us  to  come  forward  to  this  place.  It  is  nearly  three  months  since 
Congress  left  Princeton,  and,  in  this  time,  excepting  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty,  nothing  of  consequence  has  been  done.  Notwithstanding 
the  summer  had  passed  without  a  full  house,  or  doing  much  business,  our 
hopes  were  sanguine  that  a  full  representation  would  come  in  this  winter, 
and  enable  us  to  dispatch  the  most  important  business  and  adjourn  over  the 
summer.  As  yet  "sve  have  been  disappointed.  Eight  states  oulj'  are  pres- 
ent, and  nine  have  not  been  on  the  floor,  at  once,  for  more  than  about  a 
week,  since  our  adjournment  to  this  place,  notwithstanding  the  most  press- 
ing application  has  been  made  to  the  delinquent  states.  This  is  a  subject 
of  no  small  chagrin  to  us,  who  are  living  at  the  public  expense,  and  pre- 
vented from  doing  the  public  business  by  an  obstruction,  which,  on  our 
part,  is  involuntary  as  well  as  invincible.  No  business  has  been  omitted, 
to  the  transaction  of  which  the  states  present  have  been  competent  by  the 
Confederation,  and  great  industry  has  been  used  in  digesting  and  preparing 
the  i"cmaining  business,  that  it  may  be  the  more  rapidly  dispatched  by  a 
full  house.  Whatever  dissatisfaction  may  prevail  with  the  people  at  large, 
on  account  of  this  business  not  having  been  done,  I  hope  their  censure  will 
be  directed  to  its  proper  objects,  viz. :  —  Those  members  of  Congress  who 
have  criminally  absented  themselves  from  their  duty,  in  the  delinquent 
states,  or  those  states  which  have  neglected  to  appoint  suitable  men,  or 
suitably  to  reward  them,  to  come  forward  and  join  Congress.  We  are 
momentarily  in  expectation  of  a  fuller  house.  What  prevents  the  delegates 
from  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  and  New  Hampshire  from  coming 
forward,  we  are  yet  to  learn.  Georgia  was  hardly  expected.  It  is  said 
they  are  occupied  in  disposing  of  and  settling  the  lands  betwixt  them  and 
the  Mississippi,  which,  of  right,  belongs  to  Congress. 

It  will  perhaps  be  said,  that  Congress  ought  to  adjourn  to  next  summer. 
But  can  there  be  a  better  prospect  of  a  fuller  house  next  summer  than  there 
was  of  having  one  this  winter,  or  than  there  is  even  now  of  two  or  three 
more  states  coming  in  ?  And  besides,  there  are  some  objects  which  call 
loudly  for  the  immediate  attention  of  Congress, — such  as  the  reduction  of 
the  civil  list ;  treaties  of  commerce  ;  settlement  of  public  accounts  ;  old  Con- 
tinental money  ;  requisition  for  supplies  of  the  current  year  ;  requisitions  for 
interest  on  the  national  debt ;  and  I  will  mention  one  more  which  has  great 
influence  on  my  mind, — it  is  our  western  lands.  This  is  an  object  of  great 
magnitude,  and  has  been  attended  with  gi-eat  embarrassments.    By  the  last 
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act  of  Virginia,  the  affair  is  concluded  with  them.  A  purchase,  or  cession 
is  yet  to  be  obtained  of  the  Indians  by  a  treaty  ;  a  district  for  a  new  state 
is  to  be  marked  out,  and  terms  of  sale  and  settlement,  with  provision  for 
government,  ascertained. 

Multitudes  of  emigrants  are  passing  over  the  mountains  and  planting 
themselves  indiscriminately  on  the  best  lands.  The  settlement  at  and  about 
Kentucky  already  disregard  the  government  of  Virginia,  and  are  on  the 
point  of  hazarding  their  independence.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  best  informed 
that  a  moment  is  not  to  be  lost  in  taking  our  measures  on  this  subject. 
Our  obligations  to  the  army  and  to  the  public  creditors  call  for  a  decision. 
A  fund  so  important  to  public  credit,  in  my  opinion,  claims  our  earliest 
attention  and  careful  improvement.  Moreover,  should  depressed  and  dis- 
orderly settlements  prevail  over  these  lands  ;  should  combinations  with 
Indians  and  disaffected,  or  corrupted  white  people,  be  formed,  the  United 
States  might  be  involved  in  very  serious  difficulties.  But  after  all,  if  the 
states  will  not  send  forward  their  delegates,  if  will  become  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress, and  perhaps  soon,  to  adjourn  and  to  assign  the  reason  thereof  to  the 
states,  and  to  inform  them,  in  very  plain  terms  that,  unless  they  will  so  far 
do  their  duty  to  the  Union  as  to  keep  up  a  suitable  representation,  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Confederation  cannot  proceed. 

By  late  letters  from  the  state,  I  am  informed  that  our  State's  impost  is 
honestly  paid  and  productive.  This  news  gives  me  pleasure,  as  it  confirms 
my  opinion  of  the  practicability,  as  well  as  safety  of  state  imposts.  Excises 
and  sumptuary  laws  may  open  further  resources  to  the  State,  and  relieve 
the  landholder  in  any  degree  which  the  public  good  may  require.  But  as  I 
am  convinced  that  such  impossible  modes  of  taxation  fall  utterly  on  the  con- 
sumer, and  eventually  oppress  the  poor,  I  do  not  wish  to  see  them  adopted 
in  this  country  any  further  than  real  necessity  may  justify. 

It  is  my  opinion,  that  the  late  order  of  Assemby,  directing  the  Loan  offi- 
cer to  consolidate  and  issue  his  notes  for  one  year's  interest  of  Loan  Office 
certificates  issued  from  his  office,  had  become  really  necessary.  I  am  sorry 
that  the  benefit  of  this  measure  is  to  be  confined  to  such  holders  of  said  cer- 
tificates  as  are  citizens  of  the  State. 

This  restriction  will  prove  injurious  to  foreigners,  and  is  not  agreeable  to 
the  design  of  the  requisition.  Pennsylvania  first  adopted  this  plan,  and  it 
seems  other  states  have  followed  their  example,  and  perhaps  the  business 
in  future  will  be  done  in  this  line.  But  what  means  have  Congress  to  rem- 
edy the  case  of  foreigners,  who  must  wait  for  the  surplusages  to  be  remitted 
from  the  states  to  the  public  treasurer?  The  Minister  of  Finance  has  already 
remonstrated  to  Congress  on  this  head ;  and  did  it  with  the  better  grace  as 
he  had  it  in  his  power  at  the  same  time,  to  assure  us  that  His  Most  Christ- 
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ian  Majesty  had  repealed  his  arret  suspending  payment  on  navy  bills,  so  far 
as  the  same  respected  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

I  pray  you  to  make  known  these  things  to  the  General  Assembly  at 
their  next  session,  and  to  assure  them  of  my  sincere  concern  for  their 
interests. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

David  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

Annapolis,  February  5th,  1784. 

Sir  :  — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  paper  No.  1,  containing  copy  oi 
a  letter,  or  remonstrance,  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut to  Congress. 

It  breathes  the  true  spirit  of  republicanism.  I  admire  their  strictures  on 
the  letter  published  in  the  address  of  Congress  to  the  states  as  a  letter  sent 
to  our  State,  but  which,  I  believe  was  in  fact  not  sent.  This  letter  will  how- 
ever, remain  on  the  Journal  ,  of  Congress  as  a  monument  of  the  ingenuity 
and  zeal  of  the  day  in  which  it  was  written. 

The  paragraphs  referred  to  by  Connecticut,  I  suppose  to  be  the  follow- 
ing, on  page  6th  of  the  address  : — 

"  By  the  Confederation,  [Congress  have  an  absolute  discretion  in  deter- 
mining the  quantum  of  revenue  requisite  for  the  national  expenditure. 
When  this  is  done,  nothing  remains  for  the  states,  separately,  but  the  mode 
of  raising.  (And  the  new  system  will  take  this  away.)  "  No  state  can 
dispute  the  obligation  to  pay  the  sum  demanded  without  a  breach  of  the 
Confederation  ;  and  when  the  money  comes  into  the  treasury,  the  appro- 
priation is  the  exclusive  province  of  the  Federal  Government.  This  con- 
struction," they  observe,  "  of  the  power  of  Congress,  at  one  stroke,  vests 
Congress  Avith  the  power  of  sword  and  purse,  and  leaves  nothing  to  the  indi- 
Tidual  states  but  an  empty  name." 

I  have  long  been  of  opinion  that  this  is  the  real  object  in  view  with  many, 
and  I  wish  it  to  be  brought  to  light.  If  the  states  give  up  to  Congress  the 
power  of  raising  money  from  them,  and  of  disposing  of  that  money,  their  per- 
ticular  sovereignty  will,  in  fact,  be  all  absorbed  in  one  mighty  sovereignty, 
against  the  abuses  of  which  they  will  retain  only  the  power  of  complaining, 
and  receiving  for  answer  that  they  can  have  no  remedy.  This  is  precisely 
the  present  case  of  Connecticut  in  regard  to  commutation.  The  preten- 
sions of  the  particular  states  to  sovereignty  after  they  have  parted  with  the 
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control  of  their  purses,  will  be  no  less  ridiculous  than  the  claim  of  the  man 
in  the  fable,  to  enjoy  the  shadow  after  he  had  sold  his  ass,  alleging  that 
although  he  had  parted  with  his  ass,  he  had  not  parted  with  the  shadow. 

Since  I  have  touched  on  this  very  extraordinary  letter,  I  pray  your  iudul- 
gence  while  I  make  two  or  three  more  remarks- 
Page  4  of  the  letter,  "We  must  pledge  an  ascertained  fund,  simple  and 
productive  in  its  nature,  general  in  its  principles,  and  at  the  disposal  of  a 
single  will."  And  at  the  top  of  page  5 — "  It  has  been  remarked  as  an 
essential  part  of  this  plan,  that  the  fund  should  depend  on  a  single  will." 
The  single  will  here  referred  to,  is  not  the  will  of  the  Superintendent  of  Fi- 
nance, but  the  Avill  of  Congress.  Let  us  examine  this  single  will.  It  is 
either  agreeable  to  the  will  of  the  states,  or  not ;  if  it  is  agreeable  to  the 
will  of  the  states,  it  is  as  safe  trusting  to  thirteen  wills  in  the  states,  as  to 
one  will  in  Congress,  which  is  agreeable  thereto  ;  but  if  this  single  will  is 
not  agreeble  to  the  states,  it  is  no  longer  a  good  will,  or  there  is  no  longer 
the  proper  representaion  of  the  states,  and  of  course  should  not  prevail ; 
therefore,  in  the  former  case  it  would  be  useless  to  have  the  funds  depend 
on  this  single  will,  and  in  the  latter  case  it  would  be  wrong.  It  would  also 
be  unwise  for  thirteen  sovereign  states  to  bind  themselves  to  do  by  their 
deputies  something,  which  by  hypothesis,  they  Avould  be  unwilling  to  do 
themselves.  It  may  be  further  observed,  that  in  democracies  there  should 
be  no  single  will  above  the  will  of  the  people  at  large.  Such  a  sovereign 
will  would  be  complete  tyranny. 

At  the  bottom  of  page  6 — "  The  measure  in  question  if  not  within  the  let- 
ter, is  within  the  spirit  of  the  Confederation.  Congress,  by  that,  is  empow- 
ered to  borrow  money  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  by  implication, 
to  concert  the  means  necessary  to  the  end."  This  refinement  in  the  present 
instance,  I  apprehend,  is  misapplied.  For  the  second  Article  of  the  Con- 
federation requires  that  all  powers  to  be  exercised  by  Congress,  should  be 
expressly  delegated  to  them.  No  measure,  therefore,  which  is  not  founded 
in  power  expressly  delegated,  can  be  founded  in  the  spirit  of  the  Confed- 
eratiion,  for  that  is  its  spirit.  That  pure  and  free  spirit  abhors  powers  by 
implication  and  oppugns  all  argumentative  constructions. 

Page  4—"  The  measure  proposed  is  a  measure  of  necessity."  Had  the 
war  continued,  and  the  states  claiming  western  territory  refused  to  cede 
their  claims  to  Congress,  this  argument,  (which,  if  it  is  an  argument,  is  a 
dreadful  one,)  might  have  had  some  force.  But  peace  has  happily  taken 
place  ;  agriculture  and  commerce  are  revived  ;  common  taxation  is  going 
on  in  all  the  states  ;  state  imposts  and  excises  are  imposed,  and  are  very 
productive  in  several  states.  In  others,  there  are,  in  addition  to  the  pro- 
ceeds of  confiscated  estates,  large  tracts  of  unlocated  lands  to  be  converted 
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to  their  particular  emolument.  And  finally,  an  extent  of  excellent  land,  of 
about  five  hundred  thousand  square  miles,  has  become  the  incontestable 
property  of  the  United  States  iu  Cougress  assembled. 

In  this  great  resource  lies  a  most  ample  fund  for  the  security  of  the  pub- 
lic creditors.  The  calculation  is  easy  ;  five  hundred  thousand  square  miles 
afford  three  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  acres,  which,  at  one-eighth  of 
a  dollar,  or  nine  pence  lawful  money,  per  acre,  would  extinguish  a  debt  of 
forty  millions  of  dollars  ;  but  good  judges  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  fetch. 
a  dollar  per  acre  at  least,  in  public  securities.  Where,  then,  is  the  neces- 
sity, let  me  ask,  in  the  name  of  every  thing  dear  to  mankind,  where  is  this 
great  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  a  measure  of  at  least  doubtful,  if  not 
dangerous  operation  on  the  liberties  of  this  country,  to  give  greater  security 
to  the  public  creditors  ?  Where  is  the  man  who  is  neither  interested  as  a 
public  creditor,  nor  an  expectant  of  ofiice,  who  can  lay  his  hands  on  his 
breast,  at  this  day,  and  say  that  a  Continental  impost  is  "  a  measure  of 
necessity  ?" 

The  plan  of  February  3d,  1781,  is  now  almost  universally  reprobated. 
Yet  how  warmly  was  that  urged,  and  how  ungenerously  were  its  opposers 
censured  !  The  day  may  come  when  those  who  now  oppose  the  less  dan- 
gerous plan  of  April  18th,  1783,  may  receive  the  thanks  of  this  country. 

I  have  also  enclosed  to  your  Excellency,  in  the  paper  No.  2,  an  estimate 
of  the  arrearages  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1783,  and  of  one  year's  interest 
arising  on  the  foreign  and  domestic  debt.  A  proposition  has  been  referred 
to  a  grand  committee,  with  this  estimate,  for  them  to  report  a  requisition 
on  the  states  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  national  debt.  Another 
proposition  has  been  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  call  for  estimates 
and  to  report  a  requisition  for  the  expenses  of  the  current  year.  Congress 
seems  resolved  not  to  let  public  credit  suffer  while  the  states  are  deliberat- 
ing on  the  proposals  in  their  late  address. 

What  the  event  of  those  recommendations  will  be,  time  will  discover.  I 
have  transmitted  copies  of  the  acts  of  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts. 
These  are  all  I  have  yet  seen,  although  it  is  said  that  several  other  states 
have  passed  acts  on  the  subject.  South  Carolina  rejected  the  measures  last 
summer,  and  there  is  no  information  from  North  Carolina  or  Georgia. 

From  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  as  yet,  I  entertain  a  comfortable  hope 
that  those  states  which  may  adopt  the  measures  will  embarrass  their  acts 
with  such  exceptions  and  provisos  as  may  render  their  execution  impractica- 
ble, and  take  off  the  edge  of  the  public  resentment  from  those  states  which 
may  reject  them,  in  which  I  cannot  think  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  in  Congress  will  be  alone.  Time  will  convince  the  projectors  of 
the  present  day  of  the  impracticability  and  foUy  of  their  innovations,  and 
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posterity  will  admire  the  wisdom  and  sanction  the  measures  of  the  Confede- 
ration. The  states  must  govern  themselves, —  maintain  their  separate 
sovereignties, — and  adhere  strictly  to  the  principles  of  their  Union  and  alli- 
ance with  each  other,  and,  in  a  word,  do  justice.  So  may  we  expect  the 
favor  of  mankind  and  the  blessing  of  Heaven. 
With  perfect  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

David  Howell  to  Deputy  Gov.  Bowen. 

Annapolis,  Feb.  10th,  1784. 

Sir  :  —  I  am  extremely  mortified  that,  through  the  delinquency  of  the 
post  riders,  my  last  letters  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  as  well  as  to 
yourself,  will  fail  of  arriving  in  the  State  in  time  to  be  laid  before  the 
Assembly,  at  their  February  session.  And  I  must  ingenuously  confess  that 
an  apprehension  that  unmerited  censure  may  fall  on  me,  for  having  omitted 
my  duty,  is  a  principal  source  of  this  chagrin  which  I  feel,  as  the  commu- 
nication which  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  make  is  not  of  much  importance 
to  the  State. 

For  the  last  seven  weeks,  two  mails  only  have  arrived  at  this  place  from 
the  southward,  and  in  the  last  three  weeks  one  only  from  the  northward, 
I  have  written  from  this  place  two  letters  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor ; 
one  of  which  has  enclosures,  and  two  to  yourself,  with  enclosures,  being 
extracts  of  letters  from  Europe,  acts  of  Congress  and  of  the  states.  These 
four  letters  contain  all  the  communications  of  any  consequence  to  the  State, 
which  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  make  ;  and  it  will  appear  by  their  dates 
that  they  were  written  in  season  to  have  arrived  before  the  February 
session,  had  there  been  no  delinquency  in  the  post-rider. 

I  hope,  therefore,  when  the  above  state  of  facts  shall  be  known,  that  I 
shall  stand  exculpated  from  any  inattention  to  my  duty.  In  consequence  of 
late  letters  from  the  states,  as  well  as  agreeable  to  my  private  opinion,  I 
yesterday  moved  for  a  letter  to  be  written  to  the  states,  giving  them  infor- 
mation that  Congress  had  in  contemplation  a  recess,  or  adjournment  over 
the  summer  ;  and  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  them  immediately  to 
send  forward  a  representation  to  enable  us  to  dispatch  the  public  business 
in  the  mean  time.  The  motion  was  opposed  from  all  parts  of  the  House, 
and  referred  to  a  committee. 

It  is  proposed  to  forward  this  letter  by  express,  as  conveyance  by  post  is 
not  to  be  relied  on  in  this  season  of  the  year. 

If  this  fails  of  bringing  in  a  representation,  Congress  must  adjourn.  You 
will  readily  conceive  that  our  present  situation  must  be  very  disagreeable  to 
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men  who  really  have  the  good  of  this  country  at  heart.  To  live  at  the 
public  expense,  when  the  public  is  already  overwhelmed  in  debts,  and  not 
be  able  to  do  the  public  business,  through  the  fault  of  others,  must  be  a 
painful  situation  to  a  mind  qualitied  for  the  office  of  a  ruler  of  the  people. 

I  heartily  wish  for  a  full  representation,  that  we  might  be  enabled  in 
good  earnest  to  put  our  shoulder  to  the  great  business  of  the  nation.  Noth- 
ing has  been  done  since  Congress  has  been  in  this  place,  of  consequence, 
except  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty.  I  have  enclosed  a  copy  of 
our  Journal,  not  so  much  to  show  you  what  we  have  done,  as  what  we 
have  not  done.  This  will,  however,  explain  to  you  the  reasons  why  no 
more  has  been  done. 

With  perfect  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

P.  S. — I  have  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Maryland,  adopting  the  five 
per  cent,  recommended  by  Congress.  This  I  have  taken  from  the  laws  of 
Maryland,  no  copy  having  been  transmitted  to  Congress. 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

As  I  was  this  day  in  conversation  with  a  commutation-man,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  Continental  Impost,  who  seemed  to  cast  some  blame  on  our  State, 
for  not  complying  with  the  impost,  Gen.  Wadsworth,  who  is  now  here  as  a 
delegate  for  Connecticut,  replied,  that  "  Rhode  Island  had  saved  the  lib- 
erties of  the  United  States  once,  and  perhaps  they  might  again." 

Mr.  Blair  McClenachen,  of  Philadelphia,  who  was  lately  here  in  public 
business,  did  not  hesitate  to  allow  in  conversation  with  me,  that  it  was  for- 
tunate for  this  country,  that  the  recommendation  of  February  3d,  1781, 
did  not  take  effect,  as  it  was  not  right ;  but  he  strenuously  advocated  the 
recommendation  of  the  18th  of  April,  1783,  as  wise  and  good.  Indeed,  it 
is  generally  allowed,  that  our  opposition  to  the  other  was  meritorious  ;  and  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  many  fine  things  said  of  the  State,  which 
have,  in  a  measure,  balanced  for  the  harsh  things  said  of  it  last  year.  I 
will  not  repeat  the  compliments,  which  have  been  paid  to  me  personally,  by 
some,  perhaps  sincerely,  and  by  others,  who  concluded  by  saying  that  they 
made  no  doubt  but  I  should  use  my  influence  for  the  present  measure. 

All  the  delegates  from  Massachusetts  now  here,  are  orthodox  ;  and  one 
of  them  said,  the  other  day,  that  there  was  as  much  diflference  betwixt 
the  present  Congress  and  the  last,  as  betwixt  light  and  darkness.  The 
present  Congress  seem  to  me  well  disposed. 

DAVID  HOWELL. 
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David  Howell  to  Jonathan  Arnold. 

Annapolis,  February  21st  1784. 

Dear  Sir  :  — I  have  been  informed  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  J.  Brown,  of 
your  return  from  Vermont,  and  am  not  a  little  mortified  that  you  have  not 
taken  so  much  notice  of  your  old  friend  as  to  write  a  single  line.  I  have 
no  regular  correspondence  with  any  person  in  the  State,  and  am  much  at  a 
loss  for  the  politics  of  the  day.  I  have  written  you  three  or  four  letters  since 
I  have  received  one  from  you.  Congress  take  no  Philadelphia  papers  at  pre- 
sent, and  those  sent  in  to  us  printed  in  this  state,  are  of  little  consequence  ; 
this  must  be  my  apology  for  not  sending  you  papers  enclosed,  which  you 
was  so  obliging  as  to  do  for  me,  during  your  tour  of  duty.  Indeed,  there 
is  but  little  news  stirring,  and  but  little  business  done  in  Congress,  as  you 
will  see  by  our  Journals,  which  are  sent  to  the  State  regularly. 

My  late  letters  to  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  will  have  ioformed 
you  of  all  material  transactions,  as  well  as  communications  from  Europe. 

You  cannot  easily  conceive  the  tedium  of  our  present  situation.  Had  my 
education  in  youth,  or  did  my  present  taste  admit  of  my  participating  in  the 
amusements  of  this  place,  such  as  plays,  balls,  concerts,  routs,  hops,  fandan- 
goes and  fox  hunting,  or,  I  may  add,  did  my  finances  admit  of  my  mixing 
with  the  bon-ton,  time  might  pass  off  agreeably ;  but  four  dollars  a  day, 
although  as  much  as  I  wish  or  expect  from  the  State  at  present,  burdened 
as  the  people  are  with  accumulated  debts,  will  not  admit  of  seeing  much 
company,  as  you  well  know.  You  will  ask,  then,  how  I  spend  my  time. 
I  have  perused  the  letters  from  Europe,  on  our  files,  and  some  of  the  ex- 
tracts are  sent  to  the  State.  I  sometimes  read.  Gov.  Jefferson,  who  is  here, 
a  delegate  from  Virginia,  and  one  of  the  best  members  I  have  ever  seen  in 
Congress,  has  a  good  library  of  French  books,  and  has  been  so  good  as  to 
lend  me.  There  are  at  present  many  great  objects  before  Congress,  but 
none  of  more  importance,  or  which  engage  my  attention  more  than  that  of 
the  Western  territory.  You  well  know  the  terms  on  which  Congress  accept- 
ed that  country  and  to  which  Virginia  has  finally  conformed  her  cession. 
The  delegates  of  that  state  have  presented  Congress  with  a  form  of  a  deed 
of  cession,  or  quit  claim.  They  give  up  to  Congress  all  their  claims  to  lands 
lying  northwest  of  Ohio  and  within  the  charter  boundary  of  Virginia.  On 
their  part,  they  say  that  they  are  bound  by  the  act  of  their  state  to  this 
expression — on  our  part  it  is  objected  against,  as  extending  their  charter 
boundary,  and  indeed,  giving  authenticity  to  their  claims ;  and  in  effect, 
amounting  to  a  special  guaranty  to  the  lands  southeast  of  the  Ohio,  which 
Congress  utterly  rejected.     This  deed  is  referred  to  a  committee. 

The  petition  from  Kentucky  has  lately  been  taken  up,  and  a  motion  made 
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to  refer  it  to  the  state  of  Virginia,  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  petitioners 
live.  The  motion  was  opposed  and  finally  rejected.  You  will  perceive 
that  the  object  was  to  establish  their  jurisdiction  over  that  country  by  a 
side  wind,  as  the  phrase  is.  The  reason  of  all  this  manoeuvring  is  because 
Col.  Morgan  was  expected,  and  is  now  actually  arrived  here  on  the  busi- 
ness of  originating  an  action  in  behalf  the  Indiana  Company  against  the 
ancient  dominion. 

Connecticut  has  obtained  an  order  for  a  Continental  court  to  try  the 
claims  of  the  settlers  on  the  Susquehanna,  against  the  state  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. Great  and  manifold  is  the  wisdom  of  the  Confederation  ;  and  in  no 
provision  mora  conspicuous  than  in  the  constitution  of  a  Federal  Court. 

The  western  world  opens  an  amazing  prospect  as  a  national  fund,  in  my 
opinion  ;  it  is  equal  to  our  debt.  As  a  source  of  future  population  and 
strength,  it  is  a  guaranty  to  our  independence.  As  its  inhabitants  wiU  be 
mostly  cultivators  of  the  soil,  republicanism  looks  to  them  as  its  guardians. 

When  the  states  on  the  eastern  shores,  or  Atlantic,  shall  have  become 
populous,  rich  and  luxurious,  and  ready  to  yield  their  liberties  into  the  hands 
of  a  tyrant,  the  gods  of  the  mountains  will  save  us,  for  they  will  be  stronger 
than  the  gods  of  the  valleys.  Astra^a  will  take  her  flight  from  the  tops  of 
the  Alleghany  when  she  leaves  the  New  World. 

A  committee  has  been  appointed  to  report  a  plan  of  government,  &c.,  for 
the  western  country.  The  report  is  agreed  to  by  the  committee,  but  has 
not  yet  been  made  to  Congress. 

It  is  proposed  to  divide  the  country  into  fourteen  new  states,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner.  There  are  to  be  three  tiers  of  states  : — One  on  the  Atlan- 
tic, one  on  the  Mississippi,  and  a  middle  tier.  The  middle  tier  is  to  be  the 
smallest,  and  to  form  a  balance  betwixt  the  two  more  powerful  ones.  The 
western  tier  of  states  is  to  be  bounded  eastwardly  by  a  meridianal  line 
drawn  through  the  lowest  point  of  the  rapids  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  the 
eastern  tier  is  to  be  bounded  westwardly  by  a  meridianal  line  drawn  through 

the  west  cape  of  the  mouth  of  the  great  from  lake  Erie  to  the  north 

boundary  of  South  Carolina,  where  the  middle  tier  of  states  ends,  and  per- 
mits South  Carolina  and  Georgia  to  run  west  to  the  first  mentioned  meridi- 
anal line,  as  their  Atlantic  coast  falls  off  west. 

The  new  states  are  each  of  them  to  contain  two  degrees  of  latitude,  and 
what  lies  above  the  forty-seventh  degree  is  to  be  added  to  the  state  adjoin- 
ing south.     The  district  lying  east  of  the  meridian  of and  west  of 

Pennsylvania,  is  to  make  a  state  by  itself.  If  you  trace  the  aforegoing 
lines  on  a  map,  the  whole  scheme  will  readily  appear. 

The  mode  of  government,  during  the  infancy  of  these  states,  has  taken 
up  much  time,  and  was  largely  debated  at  Princeton  last  summer.  On  this 
head  the  committee  have  agreed  to  report,  in  substance,  as  follows : — 
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As  settlers  ■will  always  readily  know  in  which  of  the  states  they  are,  for 
the  states  are  to  be  named  as  well  as  numbered,  when  a  number  of  settlers 
shall  have  planted  themselves  in  any  particular  state,  either  on  their  peti- 
tion, or  the  order  of  Congress,  they  are  to  hold  a  general  meeting  of  all  the 
free  males,  and  to  chose,  out  of  all  the  constitutions  of  the  present  thirteen 
states,  one  constitution,  and  to  adopt  the  laws  of  such  state  also,  which  are 
to  be  subject  to  alterations  by  their  ordinary  legislature.  They  are  also, 
in  this  first  and  general  meeting,  to  divide  the  state  into  counties  or  towns, 
for  the  choice  of  their  legislature  ;  and  this  government  is  to  be  originated 
among  them.  From  this  period  they  are  to  be  subject  to  pay  a  quota  of 
taxes  by  the  same  rule  as  the  other  states,  and  they  are  to  have  a  setting 
member  in  Congress,  with  a  right  of  debating  but  not  of  voting.     This  is 

the  first  stage.     After  the  settlers  in  any  such  state  shall  consist  of 

souls,  the  free  males  shall  have  a  right  to  call  a  convention,  and  to  form  a 
constitution  for  themselves,  which  is  to  be  permanent,  of  the  republican 
form,  and  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  the  Confederation.  This  is  the  second 
stage. 

After  the  settlers  in  any  such  state  shall'  consist  of  a  number  of  souls 
equal  to  the  least  numerous  of  the  thirteen  original  states,  such  state  shall 
be  admitted  as  a  member  in  full  of  the  Federal  Union,  and  vote  as  well  as 
debate,  on  subscribing  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 

The  committee  have  also  agreed  to  report  that  the  new  states  be  laid  off 
under  the  following  express  stipulations  or  perpetual  covenants  betwixt  them 
and  the  present  states  :  — 

1.  They  shall  always  remain  within  the  United  States  and  be  considered 
as  part  thereof. 

2.  They  shall  assume  on  themselves  a  proportional  part  of  the  national 
debt  at  the  time,  and  be  bound,  in  due  time,  to  subscribe  to  all  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  as  they  may  then  be,  and  to  become  members  of  the 
Federal  Union. 

3.  After  the  year  1^00,  there  shall  be  no  slavery  in  any  of  the  said  states, 
no  involuntary  servitude  other  than  as  punishment  for  crimes. 

4.  No  citizen  thereof  shall  hold  any  hereditary  title,  nor  shall  any  person 
holding  such  title,  or  order,  be  capable  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  any  such 
state  without  a  previous  renunciation  thereof. 

About  the  most  eligible  mode  of  disposing  of  these  lands,  there  are  vari- 
rious  'opinions.  It  has  been  the  custom  of  the  southern  states  to  issue  war- 
rants from  a  land  ofiice.  The  person  taking  the  warrant  has  to  look  for 
unlocated  lands  to  cover  with  his  warrant,  of  which  he  makes  a  return.  In 
this  way  the  good  land  is  looked  out  and  seized  on  first,  and  land  of  little 
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value  and  in  all  shapes,  left  in  the  hands  of  the  public.  But  this,  I  am 
told,  soon  rises  in  value,  and  is  bought  by  the  holders  of  the  adjacent  good 
lands,  in  their  own  defence.  In  the  eastern  states  as  you  well  know,  the 
custom  has  been  to  sell  a  township  by  bonds,  or  certain  lots  taken  flush, 
good  and  bad  together,  and  to  pass  out  settlements  in  compact  columns. 

The  measure  to  be  finally  adopted  on  this  head  must  be  the  result  of 
mutual  concession  ;  and  what  they  will  be  remains  quite  uncei'tain.  Whether 
our  general  land-office  ought  to  be  opened — one  in  each  state — is  a  question 
undecided,  there  being  different  opinions  among  the  members  present.  But 
the  prices  of  the  land  is  the  chief  question,  after  all.  If  the  liberties  of  this 
country  are  preserved,  it  will,  in  my  huftible  opinion,  be  done  by  paying 
and  not  by  funding  the  national  debt,  I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  with 
those  who  are  for  making  the  most  of  what  we  have  to  carry  to  market. 

I  find  the  public  creditors  are  very  apprehensive  that  Congress  will  set  a 
high  price  on  their  lands.  "We  are  told  of  the  immense  tracts  of  land  the 
particular  states  have  to  dispose  of,  and  of  the  lands  at  the  disposal  of  the 
British  crown  adjoining  their  water  boundary,  which  it  will  be  their  inter- 
est not  only  to  give  away,  but  to  hire  people  to  settle  on,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve their  fur  trade.  A  Major  General,  a  few  days  ago,  told  me  that  he 
did  not  think  our  land  would  fetch  us  above  an  eighth  of  a  dollar  per  acre. 
I  replied  by  asking  if  his  conscience  would  let  him  take  eighty  thousand 
acres  of  that  land  for  his  commutation  only,  (for  it  would  come  to  so  much 
nearly,)  Avhen  no  nation,  not  even  the  British,  ever  gave  any  general  officer 
more  than  a  colonel's  half-pay. 

Some  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  policy  to  throw  all  our  western 
country  into  a  bank  and  sell  it  out  as  bank  stock  ;  the  stockholders  to  choose 
a  company  of  directors,  and  to  make  the  most  of  their  property.  But  in 
my  opinion,  this  would  be  of  too  great  magnitude  to  be  eflfected  in  this 
country.  It  might  be  more  practicable  in  an  ancient  and  wealthy  country, 
such  as  England  or  France.  Such  was  the  Mississippi  scheme  in  France, 
which  paid  the  public  debt,  though  it  ruined  individuals.  A  motion  has 
been  referred  to  a  grand  committee  for  a  requisition  on  the  states  to  pay 
interest  on  the  public  debt.  Another  motion  has  also  been  referred  to  the 
same  committee  for  the  expenses  of  the  current  year.  The  committee  have 
not  yet  reported,  but  have  agreed  to  require  of  the  states — 

1.  The  balance  of  arrearages  of  interest  due  the  1st  of  January,  1783,  after  deduct- 
ing the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  September,  1782 — whicli  balance  is  in  dollars, 

#642,674 

2.  Interest  arising  and  becoming  due  this  year        ....         1,603,877 


Total  requisition  for  interest  -        -  2,246,641 

3,     For  the  expenses  of  the  current  year  ...        -        -  434,005  J 


Total  of  both  requisitions      -        -        -  $26,80,656^ 
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The  committee  has  written  to  Mr.  Morris  to  inform  tliem  how  much  out 
of  the  existing  requisitions  on  the  states,  after  satisfying  all  the  remain- 
ing uses  thereof,  may  he  applied  to  the  use  of  the  above  requisitions,  in 
order  to  lessen  them.  The  states  are  to  be  called  on  in  the  most  earnest  man 
ner  to  comply  with  all  the  requisitions  heretofore  made.  These  measures 
are  thought  indispensably  necessary  to  be  adopted  for  the  support  of  public 
credit,  while  the  states  are  deliberating  on  the  measures  recommended  in 
the  resolutions  of  April  18th,  1783. 

It  may  be  observed  that  the  estimates  for  this  year  are  formed  on  a  sup- 
position that  the  reductions,  which  have  been  lately  reported  by  a  commit- 
tee on  the  civil  debt,  will  be  adopted  ;  but  no  decisive  step  can  be  taken  in 
any  money  matters  until  nine  states  shall  be  present  and  agree  therein. 
This  is  an  event,  which  we  wait  lor  with  the  greatest  impatience. 

You  will  please  to  let  Mr.  John  Brown  see  this  letter,  and  inform  him 
that  I  have  conferred  with  the  Massachusetts  gentlemen  on  the  regulation 
of  the  Aveights  and  coins ;  they  discover  a  cheerfulness  in  joining  in  some 
measures,  but  what  those  measures  are  to  be  we  have  not  agreed.  I  pro- 
pose soon  to  write  him  at  large  on  the  subjects  of  his  long  and  very  inter- 
esting letter.  You  will  readily  excuse  me  for  not  enlarging,  as  I  cannot 
tell  you  anything  besides  what  you  will  class  under  the  head  of  conjectures 
and  prophecies.  Pray  write  me  in  full  your  mind  on  the  points  touched  on 
in  this  letter  and  any  others  you  please. 

Please  to  give  my  regards  to  all  friends,  and  to  believe  me  to  be  .in  all 
events  as  heretofore. 

Dear  Sir,  your  sincere  friend  and  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

P.  S. — I  am  at  loss  to  account  for  the  stoppage  of  my  newspapers  from 
Providence.     I  have  received  but  one  since  at  this  place. 

David  Howell  to  Depltt  Gov.  Bowen. 

Annapolis,  March  12th,  1784. 
Sir  :  — Agreeably  to  my  expectations  expressed  in  my  last  letter.  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey  and  Delaware  have  lately  arrived  ,  and  ten  states 
are  now  represented  in  Congress.  New  York,  Maryland  and  Georgia  are 
the  only  delinquent  states,  and  the  two  former  of  these  are  daily  expected. 
An  estimate  for  a  new  requisition  on  the  states  is  prepared  by  a  grand  com- 
mittee, and  will  be  soon  reported  to  Congress.  This  requisition  will  provide 
for  interest  on  the  domestic  debt  to  the  first  day  of  the  present  year  ;  on  the 
foreign  debt,  to  the  first  day  of  the  year,  1785,  for  the  expenses  of  the  civil 
list,  &c.  of  the  present  year,    and  for  Mr.   Morris's   anticipations   and  all 
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arrearages  of  unfunded  debts,  as  the  phrase  is ;  and  will  amount  to  about 
four  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  proposed  to  call  for  this  sura,  as 
part  of  the  requisition  of  November  2d,  1781,  for  eight  millions.  This  sum 
being  added  to  the  payments  made  on  that  requisition,  December  31,  1783, 
amounts  to  six  millions  dollars,  or  three-quarters  thereof ;  so  that  all  these  pur- 
poses can  be  answered,  and  two  millions  of  that  requisition,  as  well  as  the 
requisition  of  October  18,  1782,  for  two  millions  more,  remain  untouched, 
and  subject  to  future  appropriation ;  and  what  is  paid  will  answer  the  pub- 
lic demands  till  betwixt  1786  and  1787.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  enclose 
copy  of  the  final  acceptance  of  the  Virginia  cession  of  claims  to  lands  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  in  paper  No.  1. 

The  printed  paper  No.  2,  contains  a  report  of  a  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  a  plan  for  the  temporary  government  of  the  western  territory.  As 
this  is  a  subject  of  great  magnitude,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  useful  to  suffer 
copies  of  this  report  to  be  dispersed,  and  as  it  is  not  probable  that  it  will 
be  soon  acted  upon,  there  will  be  opportunity  for  your  delegates  to  profit  by 
the  remarks  and  strictures  of  their  friends.  For  my  own  part,  I  can  say 
with  great  truth,  that  I  wish  to  be  informed  of  the  sentiments  of  my  friends, 
and  to  govern  myself  in  all  material  points  by  the  voice  of  my  constituents. 
That  nothing  might  remain  unattempted  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  obtain 
further  cessions  of  western  claims,  as  well  as  to  turn  those  already  obtained 
to  the  best  advantage,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  make  the  two  following 
motions  :  — 

1st.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  what  further 
measures  are  proper,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  in  order  to  obtain  further 
cessions  of  claims  to  western  territory. 

2d.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devise  and  report  the  most  eligible 
means  of  disposing  of  such  part  of  the  western  country  as  may  be  obtained 
of  the  natives  by  the  proposed  treaty ;  and  the  regulations  for  opening  a 
land-office. 

These  committees  are  appointed,  but  have  not  yet  reported. 

Five  commissionars,  namely  :  —  General  Greene,  of  our  State  ;  General 
Clarke,  of  Virginia  ;  General  Butler,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  General  Walcot,  of 
Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Stephen  Higgiuson,  late  a  delegate  in  Congress  of 
Massachusetts,  are  appointed  to  hold  and  conclude  treaty  of  peace  with  the 
Indians,  under  the  instructions  transmitted  in  my  last  letter. 

These  commissioners  are  to  meet  at  New  York,  on  the  10th  of  next 
month,  to  form  their  arrangements  and  to  proceed  on  the  business  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Great  reliance  is  made  on  General  Greene,  on  the  part  especially  of  the 
circumscribed  states,  who  are  interested  in  obtaining  large  cessions  of  the 
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Indians.  I  hope  those  who  have  influence  with  the  General  will  use  it  to 
induce  him  to  accept  this  appointment.  It  is  honorable,  if  not  lucrative. 
Many  honorable  gentlemen  were  in  competition  for  it. 

The  committee  for  reducing  the  civil  list  have  reported  a  reduction  of 
about  twenty  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  at  present,  and  others  to  take 
place  at  a  future  day.  This  report  has  not  been  acted  upon.  So  many 
members  of  Congress  (I  am  sorry  to  say)  have  friends  to  serve,  or  expect 
appointments  themselves  in  the  civil  list,  as  ministers,  secretaries,  consuls 
or  vice  consuls  abroad  ;  or  as  ministers,  secretai'ies,  collectors,  receivers,  or 
commissioners  at  home  ;  that  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  prevent  augmenting 
the  civil  list,  and  next  to  impossible  to  reduce  it.  I  say  that  this  has  been 
the  case  in  former  Congresses,  (I  mean  to  guard  against  reflecting  on  the 
present,)  and  it  may  be  the  case  in  future. 

I  have  never  enjoyed  a  better  state  of  health  for  so  long  a  time  in  any 
period  of  my  life,  than  I  have,  through  the  Divine  blessing,  since  I  left 
home. 

Had  the  states  met  punctually  at  the  time  of  adjournment  to  this  place, 
the  public  business  might  have  been  finished  by  this  time.  It  is  now  going  on 
very  well,  and  I  hope  Congress  will  adjourn  by  May,  at  the  farthest,  for 
the  summer  season. 

Please  to  give  my  dutiful  respects  to  the  honorable  the  General  Assembly, 
and  assure  them  of  my  best  endeavors  to  serve  them. 

With  the  most  perfect  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

P.  S.  —  I  have  also  enclosed  a  paper,  No.  3,  containing  extracts  from 
letters  from  Dr.  Franklin,  which  I  wish  to  have  laid  also  before  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly. 

William  Ellery  to  Deputy  Gov.  Bowen. 

Annapolis,  April  10th,  1784. 

Sir  :  —  I  Lave  taken  the  liberty  to  draw  upon  you  in  favor  of  Mr.  Joseph 
West,  now  of  Baltimore,  but  formerly  of  our  State,  for  one  hundred  dollars, 
which  I  trust  will  be  punctually  paid,  as  he  hath  been  so  kind  as  to  advance 
me  that  sum,  and  the  credit  of  the  government  is  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  it. 

As  this  bill  will  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  my  expenses  and  take  me  home, 
I  shall  be  obliged  soon  to  draw  for  the  whole  of  the  grant  made  me  the 
last  session  of  Assembly,  and  I  could  wish  that  the  treasurer  might  be 
desired  to  retain  money  enough  in  his  hands  to  satisfy  my  bills,  when  they 
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shall  be  presented.  The  holy  scriptures  say  that  the  love  of  money  is  the 
root  of  all  evil,  or  something  like  it.  The  v^ant  of  it  is,  I  know  by  experi- 
ence, the  cause  of  a  multitude  of  evils. 

Congress  has  before  them  the  affair  of  western  territory,  foreign  arrange- 
ments, the  civil  list,  and  we  may  soon  enter  ujion  a  peace  military  estab- 
lishment. A  requisition  also  to  furnish  such  part  of  the  deficiency  of  the 
eight  millions  requisition  as,  with  the  payments  at  the  close  of  the  last  year, 
will  make  up  three-fourths  of  the  quotas  on  the  several  states,  is  on  the 
tapis.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  first ;  the  second  has 
received  some  discussion  ;  but  opinions  are  so  various  that  I  am  suspicious 
we  shall  not  soon  come  to  a  decision.  The  civil  list  will,  I  think,  be  in 
some  measure  reduced  ;  but  it  is  exceedingly  difiicult  to  remove  officers,  or 
lower  salaries.  It  will  be  judged  necessary,  I  believe,  to  establish  for  a 
time  some  troops,  at  suitable  posts,  in  the  western  territory,  and  to  keep  up 
a  few  men  to  guard  our  public  stores,  but  no  standing  army.  A  majority 
of  Congress  are  for  the  requisition  ;  but  as  the  report  provides  that  the  sev- 
eral legislations  may  be  admitted  so  as  to  model  the  sums  called  for,  as 
that  the  one-half  being  paid  in  actual  money,  the  other  may  be  discharged 
by  procuring  discounts  of  interest  with  our  domestic  creditors  ;  only  taking 
care  that  the  collection  of  money  shall  proceed,  at  least,  in  equal  pace  with 
the  operations  of  discount.  And,  as  the  states  to  the  southward  of  Penn- 
sylvania have  loaned  but  a  small  sum  to  the  public,  compared  with  the 
states  to  the  northward,  and  as  there  is  still  a  hankering  after  an  impost,  I 
am  afraid  that  nine  states  will  not  be  persuaded  to  embrace  the  report,  in 
its  present  form.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  subdue  prejudices,  and  destroy 
the  influence  of  local  attachments. 

This  requisition  as  alluded  to  in  a  late  circular  letter  to  the  states,  press- 
ing them  to  an  immediate  collection  of  money  is  to  prevent  the  loss  of  credit, 
which  must  attend  the  protest  for  non-payment  of  bills  drawn  on  Holland 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  which  it  seems  had  been  protested  for 
non-acceptance.  I  have  my  suspicions  on  this  head  ;  I  don't  believe  that  those 
bills  will  be  protested  for  non-payment.  However,  if  that  letter  should  stim- 
ulate some  of  the  very  delinquent  states  into  exertion,  I  should  rejoice.  Our 
State,  in  my  opinion,  has  always  been  quite  forward  enough.  Let  more 
opulent  and  more  extensive  states  take  the  lead. 

Our  State  will  receive  a  resolution  before  you  will  receive  this  letter, 
recommending  to  the  several  states  to  appoint  their  delegates  to  take  their 
seats  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  annually,  agreeably  to  the  fifth 
Article  of  Confederation.  This  mode,  T  hope,  Avill  prevent  great  incon- 
veniences. 

A  standing  committee  of  qualifications  is  appointed,  and  the  delegates  of 
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Delaware  have,  agreeably  to  a  report  of  that  committee,  been  deemed  dis- 
qualified to  hold  their  seats.  They  were  appointed  twelve  months  last  Feb- 
ruary, for  the  ensuing  year. 

If  Congress  should  not  adjourn  by  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  our  qual- 
ifications to  sit  beyond  that  time  may  be  called  in  question,  and  perhaps 
our  seats  may  be  vacated,  although  there  is  an  act  of  the  State,  which  I  con- 
ceive would  justify  our  sitting  until  we  shall  be  relieved. 

All  the  states  excepting  Delaware  and  Georgia  are  now  represented  in 
Congress,  and  it  is  expected  that  delegates  from  the  first  will  soon  be  in 
Congress.  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  finish,  or  put  the  most  important 
business  in  train,  so  that  Congress  may  adjourn  by  the  middle  of  May  to  the 
first  Monday  in  November. 

The  Minister  of  France,  a  few  days  ago,  laid  before  Congress  an  extract 
from  a  letter  written  24th  December,  1783,  to  the  Chevalier  La  Luzerne  by 
the  Count  de  Vergennes,  of  which  the  following  is,  I  believe  a  translation  : 

"  His  Majesty  hath  decided  in  a  manner  irrevocable,  that  the  port  of 
L'Orient  shall  be  free  ;  and  that  American  navigators  may  actually  consider 
it  as  such." 

The  edict  of  the  King  hath  not,  however,  been  published,  because  the 
intention  of  his  Majesty  being  to  give  to  this  establishment  all  possible  ex- 
tension. The  regulations  must,  after  mature  examination,  be  framed  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  advantages  granted  to  the  merchants  of  the  United 
States,  may  not  essentially  prejudice  our  commerce  and  the  revenues  of  the 
State. 

The  merchants  of  the  United  States  may  equally  enjoy  the  liberty  to 
frequent  the  ports  of  Marseilles  and  of  Dunkirk,  and  they  shall  partake  like 
other  nations,  of  the  franchises  and  privileges  of  the  two  places. 

It  is  possible  that  France  will  give  some  indulgences  to  our  trade  to  their 
West  India  islands.  I  am  confident  she  will  grant  to  our  trade  every  priv- 
ilege that  is  not  incompatible  with  her  views  of  naval  aggrandizement.  The 
report  on  foreign  arrangements  proposes  commercial  treaties  with  every 
power  that  is  concerned  with  commerce.  If  this  report  succeeds,  Britain 
thereby,  and  in  consequence  of  measures  which  may  be  adopted  by  France, 
will  be  brought,  I  imagine,  to  see  the  error  of  her  ways,  and  take  up  a  more 
liberal  line  of  commercial  conduct.  However  this  may  be,  by  multiplying 
the  avenues  of  trade,  we  shall  always  have  some  to  resort  to,  if  several  of 
them  should  be  obstructed. 

Please  to  present  ray  compliments  to  Mi's.  Bowen  and  all  friends. 
I  am  with  great  consideration. 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
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David  Howell  to  Deputy  Gov.  Bowen. 

Annapolis,  April  12,  1784. 

Dear  Sir:  — Your  favors  of  January  13th  and  26th,  are  before  me,  and 
I  thank  you  for  the  information  contained  in  them ;  and  it  shall  be  my 
endeavors  to  turn  the  same  to  public  account.  It  gave  me  pleasure  to  learn 
that  Gen.  Greene  had  spent  a  week  in  Providence,  and  beeii  suitably  noticed 
by  his  old  friends  ;  too  much  attention  can  scarcely  be  paid  to  a  character 
so  meritorious.  The  Minister  of  France,  who  stopped  here  the  last  week 
on  his  way  to  Gen.  Washington,  in  Virginia,  laid  a  note  before  Congress 
containing  information  that  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  had  finally  estab- 
lished port  L'Orient  a  free  port,  and  resolved  to  admit  the  Americans  to 
the  freedom  of  Dunkirk  and  Marseilles  in  common  Avith  other  nations. 

The  paper  No.  1  contains  copy  of  the  act  of  New  Jersey,  adopting  the 
five  per  cent,  impost.  You  wLU  observe  that,  till  the  measure  shall  be 
adopted  by  all  the  states,  they  have  declared  all  their  ports  free. 

The  paper  No.  2  contains  a  copy  of  a  report  of  a  committee  of  Congress, 
on  the  subject  of  an  ordinance  for  collecting  the  impost  recommendation, 
the  3d  of  February,  1781.  The  states  are  now  generally  astonished  that 
they  should  ever  have  been  led  into  such  an  error  as  to  give  Congress  the 
vast  and  uncontrolable  powers  contained  in  this  ordinance.  Virginia, 
South  Carolina,  and  North  Carolina  repealed  their  hasty  grants,  as  did  the 
lower  house  of  Massachusetts.  Georgia  and  Rhode  Island  never  granted 
the  request  of  Congress. 

I  have  transmitted  you  the  act  of  seven  states,  adopting  the  impost  rec- 
ommended the  18th  day  of  April,  1783.  Should  some  more  comply  and 
bring  the  measure  near  to  a  crisis,  I  expect  that  some  states  will  repeal 
these  acts  as  they  did  the  former.  Virginia,  I  am  told,  is  divided  nearly 
into  two  equal  parties,  on  this  measure  ;  so  that  when  one  party  gets  the 
upper  hand,  an  impost  is  granted  ;  and  when  the  other  succeeds,  the  grant 
is  revoked.     Which  will  prevail  in  their  next  House  is  uncertain. 

State  imposts  from  two  to  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  have  generally  taken 
place  ;  and,  unless  the  meeting  of  the  Cincinnati  in  Philadelphia,  next 
month,  strikes  out  some  extraordinary  political  manoeuvre,  I  expect  that  the 
last  impost  will  share  the  fate  of  the  first. 

The  paper  No.  3  contains  copy  of  the  report  of  a  committee  of  Congress, 
on  a  military  establishment  in  time  of  peace.  On  this  I  need  make  no  com- 
ment, unless  it  be  to  remark  that,  as  the  ordinance  No.  2,  shows  you  in 
what  manner  the  impost  was  to  have  been  collected,  so  the  military  peace 
establishment.  No.  3,  shows  you  to  what  use  the  money  raised  was  to  have 
been  applied.      I  chose  to  put  these  two  together,  because  it  has  long  been 
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observed  that  imposts  and  excises,  in  the  hands  of  the.  sovereign  power  and 
standing  armies,  have  grown  up  together  and  yielded  mutual  support  to 
each  other. 

I  have  enclosed  also,  in  paper  No.  4,  copy  of  some  notes  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  money  mint  and  coinage  for  the  United  States.  These  votes 
were  occasioned  by  a  long  letter  on  the  subject,  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Finance,  to  Congress,  a  copy  of  which  I  sent  to  Mr.  John  Brown,  when  at 
Congress  before,  to  which  1  beg  leave  to  refer.  Nothing  can  be  brought  to 
a  close  on  this  business  before  the  recess  proposed. 

By  the  printed  paper  No.  5,  you  will  see  that  Pennsylvania  has  opened 
her  land-otfice  and  received  of  her  citizens  in  payment,  certificates  of  depre- 
ciation, Loan  Office  certificates,  certificates  for  pay  and  commutation,  com- 
missaries, quartermasters  and  forage  masters  certificates,  &c.,  &c.  This 
must  not  only  give  relief  to  her  citizens  who  are  public  creditors,  but  prove 
a  great  resource  to  the  state. 

By  such  means  the  states  which  have  such  vast  tracts  of  wild  land  to  dis- 
pose of  may  buy  up  the  public  securities,  and  eventually  reduce  their  sister 
states  to  the  condition  of  tributaries.  These  are  the  states,  too,  which  so 
pertinaciously  insist  that  the  revenues  to  be  derived  from  commerce  should 
be  thrown  into  common  stock.  Sure  I  am  that  if  our  State  parts  with  its 
advantage  in  point  of  revenue  from  trade,  it  must  soon  succumb  under  its 
burdens  and  dwindle  into  insignificance. 

I  have  sent  you  these  papers  to  be  laid  before  the  honorable  the  General 
Assembly,  at  their  meeting  in  May.  I  pray  you  to  present  herewith  my 
most  dutiful  respects,  and  to  assure  them  of  my  careful  attention  to  their 
interests. 

"With  perfect  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

P.  S.  —  Since  writing  the  above,  the  door-keeper  has  brought  me  the 
report  on  paper  No.  6,  by  which  you  will  see  that  plans  for  a  peace  estab- 
lishment are  contracting  to  a  less  scale  as  the  prospect  of  a  Continental 
impost  vanishes. 

N.  B.  —  I  pray  you  to  excuse  inaccuracies  and  bad  writing.  I  have  not 
time,  through  hurry  of  business,  to  copy  at  present,  and  I  hate  it,  if  I  had. 

David  Howell  to  Deputy  Gov.  Bo  wen. 

Annapolis,  April  19th,  1784. 
Dear  Sir  : — Your  favor  of  20th  ult.  came  to  hand  only  this  day.     You 
observed  that,  at  the  time  of  writing,  you  must  have  had  several  letters  on 
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their  way  to  this  place.  I  fear  some  have  missed  their  way.  I  have 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  all  that  have  come  to  my  hands. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  you  approve  of  my  conduct  in  transmitting  the 
extracts  from  our  Minister's  letters.  The  State  had  a  right  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  sentiments  of  their  agents  in  Europe  on  a  subject  of  so  great 
national  importance,  and  it  is  a  flattering  circumstance  that  you  have  had 
it  in  your  power  to  hold  up  some  lights  to  your  neighbors.  People,  so  well 
disposed  as  the  inhabitants  of  New  England,  only  want  information. 

The  letter  written  by  the  delegates  of  Massachusetts,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  Boston,  has  been  taken  into  some  of  our  papers  this  way.  Had 
that  letter  been  laid  before  their  Assembly  at  the  time  it  was  received  by 
their  committee  of  correspondence,  I  cannot  think  that  state  would  have 
granted  an  impost  to  Congress  ;  but  this  letter  was  suppressed,  and  muti- 
lated paragraphs  (as  I  am  told)  of  some  hasty  procured  letters  from  our 
ministers  in  Europe,  were  offered  to  the  House,  and  the  measure  was  car- 
ried. I  cannot  find  words  strong  enough  to  express  my  indignation  at  the 
base  means,  the  intrigue,  the  chicanery,  the  deceit,  the  circumvention,  the 
fetches,  the  side  winds,  the  bye  blows,  the  ambushes,  the  stratagems,  the 
manoeuvring,  the  desultory  attacks,  the  regular  approaches,  the  canting 
and  snivelling,  as  well  as  swearing  and  lying,  and,  in  short,  the  total  prosti- 
tution of  every  power  and  faculty  of  body  and  mind  and  office,  to  carry  a 
point,  which  I  need  not  name.  I  entirely  approve  of  the  proposal  for  rais- 
ing the  state  impost.  Had  the  proposal  made  last  year  by  Massachusetts, 
for  a  Convention  of  the  Eastern  States  taken  place,  state  imposts  on  some 
uniform  plan  would  have  been  adopted  before  now  ;  but  time  and  experience 
will  reduce  to  system  measures  adopted  in  conformity  to  confederation. 
The  states  will  all  find  imposts  necessary,  and  common  utility  and  conven- 
ience will  finally  induce  a  sufficient  uniformity.  The  sentiments  of  the  del- 
egates of  Massachusetts  are  now  published  to  the  world. 

General  AYads worth,  from  Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Paine,  from  New  York, 
two  valuable  men  now  in  Congress,  are  fully  in  principle  against  the  five 
per  cent,  impost,  and  have  given  it  as  their  decided  and  first  opinion,  in  Con- 
gress and  out,  that  that  measure  neither  would,  nor  ought  to  be  adopted, 
and  that  if  universally  adopted  by  the  states  and  carried  into  effect,  it  would 
lay  a  foundation  for  the  ruin  of  the  liberties  of  the  United  States.  Several 
other  members  are  less  sanguine  than  formerly ;  and  I  can  assure  you  with 
great  truth,  as  well  as  satisfaction,  that  the  present  members  of  Congress 
are  generally  disposed  to  adopt  economy  and  good  measures  ;  but  such  is 
our  state  that  three  dissentients  only  can  defeat  any  measure  proposed.  The 
voice  and  wishes  of  the  people  at  large  are,  however,  making  their  way  into 
Congress,  and  I  hope  to  see  next  November,  a  set  of  men  in  Congress  equal 
to  the  worthies  of  1775. 
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Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress  relative  to  an 
adjournment.  We  have  since  found  its  good  effects,  having  gone  through 
more  business  in  a  day  than  in  a  w^eek  preceding.  We  shall  revive  this 
motion  the  first  convenient  opportunity.  I  fear  an  adjournment  will  not  be 
obtained  without  leaving  a  committee  of  the  states. 

With  perfect  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

In  May,  1783,  Messrs.  Arnold  and  Collins  were  present 
in  Congress.  On  the  SOth  of  June,  Messrs.  Ellery  and  Ar- 
nold appeared  as  delegates  from  this  State,  and  produced  the 
credentials  of  themselves,  and  of  Mr.  Howell  and  Mr.  Mar- 
chant,  as  delegates  for  one  year  from  the  first  Wednesday  of 
May,  1783,  and  until  others  appeared  in  their  places.  Mr. 
Howell  took  his  seat  on  the  23d  of  July,  and  Mr.  Arnold  re- 
turned home.  After  this,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell  contin- 
ued in  Congress  during  the  remainder  of  this  year.  Mr.  Mar- 
chant  did  not  appear  in  Congress  under  his  appointment. 

In  May,  1783,  Congress  held  their  session  in  Philadelphia. 
On  the  21st  of  June,  their  proceedings  were  interrupted  by 
the  "  disorderly  and  menacing  appearance  of  a  body  of  armed 
soldiers  about  the  place,"  where  they  were  assembled,  and 
the  peace  of  that  city  was  endangered  by  the  mutinous  dispo- 
sition of  the  troops  in  the  barracks.  After  a  conference  with 
the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Congress  broke  up 
theii*  session  there,  and  the  members  were  summoned  to 
meet  in  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  on  Thursday,  June  26th. 
The  President  being  absent  on  the  8th  of  September,  John 
Rutledge,  a  delegate  from  South  Carolina,  Avas  elected  Chair- 
man, and,  on  the  following  day,  Mr.  Rutledge  being  absent, 
David  Carroll,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  was  elected  in  his 
place.  Congress  remained  at  Princeton  until  the  new  Con- 
gress met  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  chose 
Thomas  Mifflin,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  their  Presi- 
dent ;  and,  on  the   12th,  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  26th  of 
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the  same  month,  at  Annapolis,  Maryland.  A  quorum  did 
not,  however,  appear  there  until  the  13th  of  December.  On 
the  23d  day  of  December,  Gen.  Washington  appeared  in 
Congress  to  resign  his  commission  as  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  State. 

The  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  reads  as  follows  :  — 

According  to  order,  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  Avas  admitted 
to  a  public  audience.  And  being  seated,  the  President,  after  a  pause, 
informed  him  that  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  were  prepared 
to  receive  his  communications,  whereupon  he  arose  and  addressed  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Mr.  President  :  — The  great  events  on  which  my  resignation  depended 
having,  at  length,  taken  place,  I  have  now  the  honor  of  offering  my  sincere 
congratulations  to  Congress,  and  of  presenting  myself  before  them,  to  sur- 
render into  their  hands  the  trust  committed  to  me,  and  to  claim  the  indul- 
gence of  retiring  from  the  service  of  my  country. 

Happy  in  the  confirmation  of  our  independence  and  sovereignty,  and 
pleased  with  the  opportunity  afforded  the  United  States  of  becoming  a 
respectable  nation,  I  resign,  with  satisfaction,  the  appointment  I  accepted 
with  diffidence, — a  diffidence  in  my  abilities  to  accomplish  so  arduous  a 
task, — which,  however,  was  superseded  by  a  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of 
our  cause,  the  support  of  the  supreme  power  of  the  union,  and  the  patronage 
of  Heaven. 

The  successful  termination  of  the  war  has  verified  the  most  sanguine 
expectations,  and  my  gratitude  for  the  interposition  of  Providence,  and  the 
assistance  I  have  received  from  my  countrymen,  increases  with  every 
review  of  the  momentous  contest. 

While  I  repeat  my  obligations  to  the  army  in  general,  I  should  do  injus- 
tice to  my  own  feelings,  not  to  acknowledge,  in  this  place,  the  peculiar  ser- 
vices and  distinguished  merits  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  attached  to 
my  person,  during  the  war.  It  was  impossible  that  the  choice  of  confiden- 
tial officers  to  compose  my  family  should  have  been  more  fortunate.  Per- 
mit me,  sir,  to  recommend,  in  particular,  those  who  have  continued  in  the 
service  to  the  present  moment,  as  worthy  of  the  favorable  notice  and  patron- 
age of  Congress. 

I  consider  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  close  this  last  act  of  my  official 
life  by  commending  the  interests  of  our  dearest  country  to  the  protection  of 
Almighty  God,  and  those  who  have  the  superintendence  of  them  to  His  holy 
keeping. 
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Having  now  finished  the  work  assigned  me,  I  retire  from  the  great  thea- 
tre of  action,  and  bidding  an  affectionate  farewell  to  this  august  body,  under 
whose  orders  I  have  so  long  acted,  I  here  offer  my  commission,  and  take 
my  leave  of  all  the  employments  of  public  life. 

He  then  advanced  and  delivered  to  the  President  his  com- 
mission, with  a  copy  of  his  address,  and  having  resumed  his 
place,  the  President  returned  him  the  following  answer :  — 

Sir  :  — The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  receive,  with  emotions 
too  affecting  for  utterance,  the  solemn  resignation  of  the  authority  under 
which  you  have  led  their  troops,  with  success,  through  a  perilous  and 
doubtful  war.  Called  upon  by  your  country  to  defend  its  invaded  rights, 
you  accepted  the  sacred  charge  before  it  had  formed  alliances,  and  whilst  it 
was  without  funds  or  a  government  to  support  you.  You  have  conducted 
the  great  military  contest  with  wisdom  and  fortitude,  invariably  regarding 
the  rights  of  the  civil  power  through  all  disasters  and  charges.  You  have, 
by  the  love  and  confidence  of  your  fellow  citizens,  enabled  them  to  display 
their  martial  genius  and  transmit  their  fame  to  posterily.  You  have  perse- 
vered till  these  United  States,  aided  by  a  magnanimous  King  and  nation, 
have  been  enabled,  under  a  just  Providence,  to  close  the  war  in  freedom, 
safety  and  independence  ;  on  which  happy  event,  we  sincerely  join  you  in 
congratulations. 

Having  defended  the  standard  of  liberty  in  this  new  world  ;  having 
taught  a  lesson  useful  to  those  who  inflict  and  to  those  who  feel  oppression, 
you  retire  from  the  great  theatre  of  action,  with  the  blessings  of  your  fel- 
low citizens,  but  the  glory  of  your  virtues  will  not  terminate  with  your 
military  command.     It  will  continue  to  animate  remotest  ages. 

We  feel,  with  you,  our  obligations  to  the  army  in  general,  and  will  par- 
ticularly charge  ourselves  with  the  interests  of  those  confidential  ofiicers 
who  have  attended  your  person  to  this  affecting  moment. 

We  join  you  in  commending  the  interests  of  our  dearest  country  to  the 
protection  of  Almighty  God,  beseeching  him  to  dispose  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  its  citizens  to  improve  the  opportunity  afforded  them  of  becoming 
a  happy  and  respectable  nation.  And  for  you  we  address  to  Him  our 
earnest  prayers  that  a  life  so  beloved  may  be  fostered  with  all  His  care ; 
that  your  days  may  be  happy  as  they  have  been  illustrious,  and  that  He 
will  finally  give  you  that  reward  which  the  world  cannot  give. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ellery, 
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Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Duane,  Congress,  on  the  18th  of  Octo- 
ber, 

Resolved,  That  two  pieces  of  the  field  ordnance  taken  from  the  British 
army  at  the  Cowpens,  Augusta,  or  Eutaw,  be  presented  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  to  Major  General  Greene,  as  a 
public  testimonial  of  the  wisdom,  fortitude  and  military  skill  which  distin- 
guished his  command  in  the  southern  department,  and  of  the  eminent  ser- 
vices which,  amidst  complicated  difiiculties  and  dangers,  and  against  an 
enemy  greatly  superior  in  numbers,  he  has  successfully  performed  for  his 
country,  and  that  a  memorandum  be  engraved  on  the  said  pieces  of  ord- 
nance, expressive  of  the  substance  of  this  resolution. 

The  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States 
of  ximerica  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,  was  laid  before  Con- 
gress and  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  of  whom  Mr.  EUery 
was  one.  On  the  14th  of  January  they  reported  a  form  of 
ratification  of  the  same  by  Congress,  which  they  adopted  by 
an  unanimous  vote.     They  also, 

Resolved,  That  a  proclamation  be  immediately  issued,  notifying  the  said 
definitive  treaty  and  ratification  to  the  several  states  of  the  Union,  and 
requiring  their  observance  thereof. 

Congress  on  the  23d  day  of  March,  recommended  to  the 
states  to  appoint  their  delegates  for  one  year  from  the  first 
Monday  in  November,  succeeding  the  time  of  their  appoint- 
ment, that  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration for  the  annual  assembling  of  Congress. 

The  delegates  from  this  State,  on  the  14th  of  April,  called 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly,  passed  at  the  February  session,  which  have  been 
given  on  a  previous  page.  In  pursuance  of  the  instructions 
contained  in  them,  they  moved  Congress,  "  that  on  the  26th  of 
May  next  the  President  adjourn  Congress  until  the  26th  day 
of  October  next,  then  to  meet  at  Newport,  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  and  if  a  sufiicient 
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number  of  members  to  form  a  house  should  not  then  meet, 
that  all  the  business  before  this  Congress  unfinished  at  the 
time  of  said  adjournment,  be  referred  to  the  United  States  in 
Congress  who  shall  be  assembled  at  said  Newport,  on  the 
first  Monday  in  November  next."  A  motion  to  strike  out 
Newport,  as  the  place  of  reassembling,  received  the  assent 
of  all  the  delegates  present  except  those  of  Rhode  Island. 
Successive  attempts  to  insert  Philadelphia,  and  Alexandi'ia, 
in  place  of  Newport,  were  negatived  by  equally  decisive  ma- 
jorities. Finally,  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  was  fixed  upon  as 
the  place  of  reassembling. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  Congress  took  into  consideration  a 
plan  for  the  temporary  government  of  the  Western  territory, 
which  had  been  ceded  to  the  United  State.  It  was  embodied 
in  the  report  of  a  committee  consisting  of  Thomas  Jeff"erson, 
of  Vii'ginia,  Jeremiah  Townley  Chase,  of  Maryland,  and  Da- 
vid Howell,  of  this  State.  As  originally  reported,  it  contained 
the  following  provision  :  "  That  after  the  year  1800  of  the 
Christian  era,  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 
servitude  in  any  of  the  said  states,")  which  should  be  estab- 
lished within  the  ceded  territory.)  "  otherwise  than  in  pun- 
ishment of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  convicted 
to  have  been  personally  guilty." 

A  motion  to  retain  this  clause  received  the  votes  of  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Ehode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania,  six  states  only.  But  one  delegate 
from  New  Jersey  was  present,  so  that  state  had  no  vote. 
That  delegate  voted  to  retain  the  clause,  as  did  also  IMr. 
Jefi"erson,  though  the  vote  of  his  state  was  controlled  by 
his  two  associates,  who  voted  to  strike  out  the  clause. 
North  Carolina  lost  her  vote,  the  delegates  being  divided  in 
opinion.  Of  the  twenty-three  delegates  present,  sixteen  voted 
to  retain  the  clause  and  sixteen  to  strike  out.  To  retain  it 
requu'ed  the  votes  of  seven  states,  as  it  received  only  the 
votes  of  six,  it  was  not  retained  in  the  bill. 
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On  the  26th  of  April,  Congress  voted  that  the  President 
should  adjourn  Congress  on  the  3d  day  of  June,  to  meet  at 
Trenton  on  the  30th  of  October,  for  the  despatch  of  public 
business,  and  that  a  committee  of  the  states  should  be 
appointed  to  sit  in  the  recess  of  Congress. 

After  the  restoration  of  peace,  the  necessity  of  a  general 
system  to  regulate  commercial  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tions, was  daily  becoming  more  and  more  apparent.  The 
Articles  of  Confederation  conferred  on  Congress  the  power 
of  entering  into  treaties  and  alliances.  The  states  retained 
the  power  to  lay  imposts  or  duties,  not  interfering  \\dth  any 
stipulation  contained  in  any  treaty  made  by  Congress.  The 
maritime  states  had  begun  to  exercise  this  power.  Each 
guided  by  its  o^vn  interest,  framed  these  laws  to  please  itself, 
as  well  as  related  to  the  amount  of  impost,  as  the  kinds  of 
goods  on  which  it  was  imposed.  This  gave  rise  to  a  great 
diversity'  in  the  laws  on  that  subject  in  different  states.  This 
again,  gave  rise  to  jealousies  between  the  states,  and  laid  the 
foundation  for  questions  under  treaties  with  foreign  nations. 
To  quell  the  one  and  avoid  the  other.  Congress  on  the  30th 
of  April,  recommended  to  the  legislatui'e  of  the  several 
states  to  grant  to  Congress,  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years, 
the  power  of  prohibiting  the  importation  and  exportation  of 
goods  in  vessels  not  belonging  to  and  navigated  by  the  sub- 
jects of  a  power  with  which  the  states  shall  not  have  formed 
treaties  of  commerce  ;  and  also  the  power  of  prohibiting  the 
subjects  of  all  such  powers,  unless  authorized  by  treat}-,  from 
importing  into  any  state,  any  goods  not  the  product  or  man- 
ufactl^re  of  the  realm  of  the  sovereign  whose  subjects  they 
are.  It  seems  very  evident  that  such  a  power  ought  to  be 
exercised.  It  might  be,  though  probably,  ineffectually  by 
the  states  separately ;  it  could  not  be  by  Congress,  unless 
granted  to  them  by  the  states  unanimously. 

This  was  an  eventful  year  in  the  history   of  the  United 
States.     The  war  of  independence,  though  -virtually  ended 
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at  its  commencement,  was  definitively  closed  by  a  treaty  of 
peace  during  its  progress.  This  revived  the  feeling  of  indi- 
viduality in  the  several  states.  The  external  pressure,  which 
during  the  war  had  tended  to  unite  them,  was  now  removed. 
Individual  citizens  were  engaged  in  business,  devoting  their 
energies  to  their  own  immediate  concerns.  Independence 
achieved  and  peace  restored,  little  attention  was  willingly 
bestowed  by  them  on  the  affairs  of  the  Confederacy.  As  the 
great  object  of  the  war  and  the  Union  had  been  gained,  they 
acted  as  if  thereafter  every  man  for  himself  and  each  state 
for  itself  could  preserve  what  years  of  war,  privation  and 
suffering  had  attained.  Delegates  in  Congress  shared  largely 
in  this  feeling.  The  Journals  show  a  scanty  attendance  at 
all  times,  and  frequently  no  quorum  for  business.  Yet  in 
no  year  had  more  important  business  required  the  attention 
of  Congress. 

There  was  a  large  army  to  be  disbanded — a  treasury  emp- 
ty— foreign  and  domestic  creditors  pressing  for  payment — 
soldiers  with  arms  in  their  hands,  demanding  their  wages — 
treaties  to  be  made  with  the  Indians  within  the  states — trea- 
ties with  foreign  nations — commercial  regulations  to  be  es- 
tablished— the  jealousies  of  states  in  respect  to  their  boun- 
daries, their  vacant  lands,  their  claims  on  the  Union  to  be 
subdued — all  these  subjects,  and  others  of  less  importance 
in  comparison  with  them,  claiming  the  attention  of  Congress. 
Though  the  Journals  of  that  body  contain  but  short  notes  of 
their  proceedings,  they  are  the  best  means  of  ascertaining 
the  labors  of  body  and  mind  that  were  required  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  On  them  it  rested  to  provide  for  the 
safety  and  prosperity  of  a  nation  teeming  with  discordant 
interests  within  itself,  held  together  by  bands  that  left  each 
part  a  sovereign  in  most  matters,  and  which  made  the  uni- 
ted whole,  in  a  great  measure,  subservient  to  each  part. 
Wisdom  and  prudence  and  patriotism  in  an  eminent  degree, 
were  required  for  such  a  crisis  as  this. 
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WiLiJAM  Ellert,  David  Howell,  Henry  Marchant,  and  John  Brown 
elected  Delegates  to  Congress  on  first  Wednesday  in  May — Mr.  Mar- 
chant  declines  the  office — Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  respecting 
a  Resolution  of  Congress  passed  April  18th,  1783 — Instructions  to  the 
Delegates — Attendance — Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Qualifications 
of  Members — Discussion  on  the  Right  of  Messrs.  Howell  and  EUery  to 
Speak  and  Act  as  Members  of  Congress — Protracted  Controversy — 
Rhode  Island  triumphant — Session  of  the  Committee  of  the  States  at 
Annapolis — Meeting  of  Congress  at  New  York — Activity  and  Influence 
of  Messrs.  Howell  and  Ellery  as  Members — Correspondence  between  the 
Executive  and  the  Delegates. 

Upon  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1784,  William  Ellery, 
David  Howell,  Henry  Marchant,  and  John  Brown  were 
elected  delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress.  Mr.  Marchant 
declined  the  office.  His  resignation  was  formally  accepted  at 
the  June  session,  but  no  steps  were  taken  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

At  the  June  session,  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of 
April,  1783,  came  before  the  Assembly,  and  led  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolution :  — 

This  Assembly  having  maturely  considered  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  18th  of  April,  1783,  recommending  a  mode  to  the  several  legislatures 
of  ascertaining  the  proportions  of  the  several  states  of  the  public  expendi- 
tures, in  lieu  of  the  mode  pointed  out  in  the  eighth  article  of  Confederation, 

Do  Vote  and  Resolve,  and  it  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  it  is  the 
sense  of  this  Assembly,  that  the  mode  pointed  out  in  the  said  article  of 
32 
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Confederation  is  more  just  and  equal  than  that  recommended  in  the  afore- 
said resolution  of  the  18th  of  April,  1783,  and  that  this  Assembly  therefore 
adhere  to  the  rule  already  established  in  the  said  article  of  Confederation. 
And  it  is  further  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  this  Assembly  will,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  cause  a  valuation  of  the  lauds  in  this  State  to  be  made, 
pursuant  to  the  aforesaid  article,  and  when  finished  will  forward  the  same 
to  Congress. 

By  the  eighth  article  of  Confederation,  taxes  -were  to  be 
apportioned  to  the  several  states  according  to  the  value  of 
all  the  land  and  improvements  thereon. 

The  amendment  proposed  that  taxes  should  be  borne  in 
proportion  to  free  population,  including  three-fifths  of  all 
others,  excepting  Indians.  No  valuation  of  land  for  this 
purpose  was  made  in  any  of  the  states.  Congress  appor- 
tioned taxes  with  a  proviso  that  the  amount  of  each  state 
should  be  made  to  conform  to  the  estimates  when  made. 

The  other  part  of  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  made 
February  18th,  1783,  it  seems,  was  not  acted  on  at  this  ses- 
sion of  the  Assembly. 

At  the  same  session  the  General  Assembly  passed  the  fol- 
lowing act : — 

It  is  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  ant>  by  the  authority 
THEREOF  it  IS  ENACTED,  That  William  Ellery,  David  Howell  and  John 
Brown,  Esqrs.,  (Henry  Marchant  Esq.,  having  resigned,)  who  were  chosen 
delegates  to  Congress,  at  the  election  in  May  last,  shall  serve  in  Congress  for 
one  year,  to  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  November  next ;  and  that 
the  time  of  service  of  the  delegates  who  shall  hereafter  be  annually  elected 
to  serve  in  Congress  for  one  year,  shall  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in 
November  next  ensuing  their  appointment. 

At  the  same  session  the  Assembly  passed  the  following 
resolution : — 

Whereas,  by  a  resolution  of  this  Assemby,  passed  at  the  present  session, 
the  delegates  chosen  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  at  the  election  in  May 
last,  and  who  accepted  their  appointment,  are  authorized  and  empowered 
to  serve  in  Congress  for  one  year  to  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
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vember  next ;  and  whereas  doubts  may  arise  respecting  the  powers  of  the 
said  delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  if  the  same  should  be 
specially  convened  before  that  time,  or  in  the  Committee  of  the  States, 
wherefore, 

It  is  voted  and  resolved.  That  the  said  delegates,  or  any  two  of  them 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress, 
if  the  same  should  be  specially  convened,  or  either  of  them  in  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  States,  until  the  said  first  Monday  of  November,  any  thing  in  the 
said  resolution  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  at  the  session  in  Au- 
gust :— 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  William  Ellery  and  John  Brown, 
Esqrs.,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  attend  Congress  as  delegates  from 
this  State,  in  November  next,  to  which  time  Congress  stands  adjourned  ; 
and  that  the  said  delegates  previous  to  their  leaving  this  State,  attend  this 
General  Assembly  to  receive  such  directions  and  instructions  as  may  be 
thought  necessary. 

If  they  attended  the  Assembly  for  the  above  named  pur- 
pose and  received  "  any  directions  and  instructions,"  they 
must  have  been  verbal  ones.  No  reference  is  made  to  the 
subject  in  the  records  of  the  Assembly. 

At  the  October  session,  on  the  representation  of  Mr.  Brown 
that  it  would  be  extremely  inconvenient  for  him  to  attend 
Congress  at  their  adjournment,  the  Assembly, 

Voted  and  Resolved,  That  David  Howell,  Esq.,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
requested  to  proceed  with  "William  Ellery,  Esq.,  to  Congress,  as'soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  Journals  of  Congress,  that  Mr. 
Brown  was  at  any  time  present  in  Congress  during  his  term 
of  office. 

The  following  report  of  a  committee  was  adopted  by  the 
Assembly  at  the  October  session,  1785  ; — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  public  despatches,  beg  leave  to 
report :     Upon  the  letter  from   the  Secretary  of  Congress,  dated  at  New 
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York,  the  3(1  of  August,  enclosing  the  duplicate  of  a  former  despatch  and 
reports  in  Congress  respecting  the  federal  representation,  that  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  be  requested  to  write  the  Secretary  of  Congress, 
informing  him  that,  as  the  evils  resulting  from  a  deficient  representation  are 
not  chargeable  in  any  material  degree  upon  this  State,  and  that  as  the 
public  economy  is  an  object  of  the  greatest  importance,  the  Legislature  do 
not  think  it  expedient  at  present  to  increase  the  number  of  their  delegates 
in  actual  session  ;  but  tliat  this  State  will  agree  that  any  one  state  be  repre- 
sented by  a  single  voice  in  the  National  Council,  whenever  all  the  other 
states  will  agree  to  the  same.  The  committee  also  submit  to  the  wisdom 
of  the  House,  the  expediency  of  immediately  electing  delegates  to  represent 
this  State  in  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  United  States  in  Congress. 

Upon  another  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  dated  at  New  York, 
the  28th  of  July  last,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  Congress  requesting  thirteen 
copies  of  the  legislative  acts  of  this  State,  since  1774,  that  the  House  now 
appoint  a  time  for  entering  into  a  full  consideration  of  the  revision  of  the 
laws  of  this  State,  as  the  same  has  been  effected  by  their  committee  ;  and 
that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  inform  the  Secretary  of 
Congress  that  this  State  will  comply  with  said  requisition  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable. 

The  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  September  27th,  1785, 
requiring  of  this  State  sixty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and 
thirty-six  dollars,  as  its  quota  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  for 
paying  the  interest  on  the  national  debt,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,  was  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  at 
the  same  session,  and  means  were  provided  for  the  payment 
of  the  same  out  of  a  tax  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  ordered 
in  August,  and  payable  on  the  first  of  January,  1786. 

Congress  was  in  session  at  Annapolis  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  May,  1784.  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell  were  then 
present.  On  the  13th  of  that  month,  the  committee  on  the 
qualifications  of  members,  to  wit. :  —  Mr.  Sherman,  of  Con- 
necticut ;  ISir.  Beatty,  of  New  Jersey ;  Mr.  Chase,  of  Mary- 
land ;  Mr.  Williamson,  of  North  Carolina ;  Mr.  Gerry,  of 
Massachusetts,  submitted  the  following  report:  — 
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That  the  delegates  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, now  in  Congress,  were  elected  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May, 
1783,  by  the  votes  of  the  freemen  of  said  State  ;  that  by  a  law  of  said  State, 
the  delegates  are  to  be  elected  annually,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May  ; 
that  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  said  State,  of  the  22d  of  August, 
1777,  it  is  resolved,  "That  the  delegates  appointed,  or  who  may  be 
appointed  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  be,  and  they,  or  either  of  them, 
are  hereby  empowered  to  represent  said  State  in  Congress,  until  they,  or 
either  of  them,  shall  have  due  notice  of  their  reelection,  or  until  the  dele- 
gates who  may  be  appointed  in  their  room  shall  take  their  seats  in  Con- 
gress, the  act  directing  the  election  of  the  said  delegates  for  one  year  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding."  That  none  of  the  delegates  of  the  said  State 
took  their  seats  in  Congress  under  said  appointment  of  May,  1783,  until  the 
30th  day  of  Juuk  last,  the  certificate  of  their  appointment  being  first  pro- 
duced and  read  in  Congress  on  that  day,  which  is  in  the  words  following  : — 

"  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 
I  certify  that  at  the  anniversary  election  of  oflScers,  civil  and  military, 
for  the  State  aforesaid,  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  A.  D.  1783, 
the  Hon.  William  Ellery,  Jonathan  Arnold,  David  Howell  and  Henry  Mar- 
chant,  Esqs.,  were  elected  delegates  to  represent  the  said  State  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  one  year,  and  until  others  shall 
be  appointed  in  their  stead  and  appear  to  take  their  place. 

HENRY  WARD,  Sec'y." 

That  by  the  fifth  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  it  is  agreed  "  That  dele- 
gates shall  be  annually  appointed  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  of  each 
state  shall  direct,  to  meet  in  Congress  on  the  first  Monday  in  November 
iu  every  year." 

Whereupon  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  state  has  a  right  to 
empower  its  delegates  to  sit  in  Congress  more  than  one  year,  under  one 
appointment,  and  that  the  year  for  which  the  said  delegates  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  Avere  appointed  is  expired. 

The  day  following  was  assigned  for  the  consideration  of 
this  report.  On  the  15th  of  May  the  report  was  taken  up 
and  a  division  called  for. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  clause,  to  wit :  — "  That 
no  state  has  a  right  to  empower  its  delegates  to  sit  in  Con- 
gress more  than  one  year,  under  one  appointment,"  the  yeas 
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and  nays  being  requested  by  Mr.  Ilowell,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative,  every  member  answering,  aye. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  clause,  to  wit :  — 
"That  the  year  for  which  the  said  delegates  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  were  appointed  is  expired,"  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Howell,  the  state  of  New  Hampshire 
voted,  no  ;  the  state  of  Connecticut,  no  ;  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, aye  ;  the  state  of  Maryland,  aye  ;  the  state  of  Virginia, 
aye  ;  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  aye  ;  and  the  states  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, New  York  and  New  Jersey  were  divided,  one 
delegate  from  each  voting,  aye,  and  the  other,  no.  And  so  the 
question  was  lost,  the  Articles  of  Confederation  providing 
that  each  state  should  have  one  vote,  and  that  no  question, 
except  for  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  should  "  be  deter- 
mined, unless  by  a  majority  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled." 

On  the  18th  of  May,  Mr.  Howell,  rising  to  speak  on  a 
motion  pending,  was  called  to  order,  and  the  following  ques- 
tion was  put  to  the  House  :  — 

Is  Mr.  Howell  in  order  to  speak  as  a  member  of  Congress  ? 

On  this  question,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  voted, 
aye  ;  Virginia  voted,  no  ;  Maryland  was  divided,  and  only  one 
member  was  present  from  North  and  South  Carolina,  both  of 
whom  voted,  no.  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell  voted,  aye.  The 
votes  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell  were  objected  to. 

The  following  day.  May  19th,  "  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Spaight,  of 
North  Carolina,  as  follows  :  " — 

The  votes  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell,  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  were  objected  to  when  the  preceding  vote  was  put,  as  not  being 
members  of  Congress,  and  that  for  the  following  reasons  :  —  The  right  of 
these  gentlemen  to  represent  the   State  of  Rhode  Island  was  stated  in  a 
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report  of  the  Committee  of  Qualifications,  entered  on  the  Journala  on  the 
13th  day  of  the  present  month,  in  the  words  following  : —    *         *         * 

*  *  *  from  which  it  appears  that  Mr,  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell 
claimed  the  right  to  sit  and  act  as  members  of  Congress,  from  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  passed  on  the  22d  of  August,  1777,  which  contains 
the  following  words  :  — 

"  That  the  delegates  appointed,  or  who  may  be  appointed,  to  represent 
this  State  in  Congress  be,  and  they,  or  either  of  them,  are  hereby  empow- 
ered to  represent  said  State  in  Congress,  until  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall 
have  due  notice  of  their  reelection,  or  until  the  delegates  who  may  be 
appointed  in  their  room  shall  take  their  seats  in  Congress,  the  act  directing 
the  election  of  said  delegates  for  one  year  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

And  the  said  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell  affirmed  that  the  said  act  gave 
them  a  right,  under  the  Confederation,  to  represent  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  after  a  year  from  the  time  of  their  election,  as  aforesaid,  had 
expired  ;  so  that  they  did  not  exceed  the  term  of  a  year  after  first  taking 
their  seats  in  Congress.  And  the  right  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell  to 
sit  and  act  in  Congress,  depended  on  a  construction  of  the  said  act  of 
Rhode  Island  and  the  Confederation,  and  the  fact  that  the  year  from  the 

time  of  their  appointment  as  aforesaid  had  expired  on  the day  of  May 

inst.,  being  agreed  and  admitted.  The  question  upon  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  qualifications,  under  these  circumstances,  being  taken  in  Con- 
gress, four  states  voted  against  the  construction  affirmed  by  Mr.  Ellery  and 
Mr.  Howell,  two  in  favor  of  such  construction,  and  three  were  divided ; 
and  when  the  preceding  question  was  taken,  there  appearing  but  seven 
states  in  the  affirmative,  including  the  State  of  Rhode  Ishind,  and  the  ques- 
tion, from  its  nature,  involving  the  right  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell  to 
sit  and  act  as  members  of  Congress,  who  were  the  only  persons  answering 
for  that  State,  the  decision  of  Congress  is  required  :  — 

Whether  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  shall  be  entered,  on  the  Journals,  as 
voting  on  the  preceding  question. 

On  a  motion  to  commit,  five  states  voted,  yea,  one  state 
voted,  no,  and  the  delegates  from  Rhode  Island,  three  states 
were  divided,  and  one  represented  by  only  one  delegate  had 
no  vote.     •'  So  the  question  was  lost." 

After  debate,  the  foregoing  motion  was  withdrawn  and  the 
following  was  made  by  Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Stone,  of  Maryland  :  — 
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The  votes  of  Mr.  EUery  and  Mr.  Howell,  iu  behalf  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  on  the  question  entered  on  the  Journal  iu  the  following  words  :  — 

"  Is  Mr.  Howell  iu  order  to  speak  as  a  member  of  Congress?" 

Having  been  objected  to  as  not  being  a  member  of  Congress,  and  it  being 
alleged  that  the  question,  in  its  nature,  involved  the  question  of  the  right  of 
these  gentlemen  to  act  as  members  of  Congress,  and  they  being  the  only 
persons  appearing  to  vote  for  the  said  State,  the  decision  of  Congress  is 
required,  whether  Rhode  Island  shall  be  entered  on  the  Journal  as  voting 
on  that  question. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Chase  of  Maryland,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Lee  of  Virginia,  "  to  postpone  that  motion  in  order 
to  take  up  the  following," — the  votes  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr. 
Howell,  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  being 
objected  to  when  the  preceding  motion  was  put :  — 

Have  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell  a  right  to  speak  and  vote  as  members 
of  Congress,  after  the  following  question,  to  wit:  —  "That  the  grant  for 
which  the  said  delegates  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  were  appointed,  is 
expired,  had  been  taken  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  qualifications, 
and  lost,  as  appears  by  the  yeas  and  noes." 

On  the  question  to  postpone  for  the  purpose  above  men- 
tioned, five  states  voted,  aye,  besides  the  delegates  from 
Rhode  Island ;  three  states,  no ;  one  was  divided,  and  one 
present  by  only  one  delegate  had  no  vote.  So  the  question 
was  lost. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Sherman,  of  Connecticut, 
"  seconded  by  Mr.  Beatty,"  of  New  Jersey,  to  strike  out  the 
following  words  :  —  "it  being  alleged  that  the  question  in  its 
nature  involved  the  question  of  the  right  of  those  gentlemen 
to  act  as  members  of  Congress."  And  on  the  question, 
shall  these  words  stand  ]  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Stone  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina  and  South  Carolina,  voted,  aye ;  New  York  and 
Maryland  Avere  divided ;  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  New  Jersey  and  the  delegates  of  Rhode  Island, 
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no.     "So  the  question  was  lost,  and  the  words  were  struck 
out." 

The  motion  being  amended  to  read  :  — 

The  votes  of  Mr.  EUery  and  Mr.  Howell,  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  on  the  question  entered  on  the  Journal  in  the  following  words  :  — 

Is  ]\[r.  Howell  in  order  to  speak  as  a  member  of  Congress,  having  been 
objected  to  as  not  being  members  of  Congress,  and  they  being  the  only  per- 
sons appearing  to  vote  for  the  said  State. 

The  decision  of  Congress  is  required,  Avhether  Rhode  Island  shall  be 
entered  on  the  Journal  as  voting  on  said  question  ? 

And  on  the  question  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Blanchard,  of  New  Hampshire — 

New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
and  New  Jersey,  and  the  delegates  from  Rhode  Island,  voted, 
aye  ;  and  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and  South 
Carolina,  no.  Maryland  was  divided.  "  So  the  question  was 
lost." 

On  the  20th  of  May,  "  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read," 
of  South  Carolina,  "  seconded  by  Mr.  Spaight,"  of  North 
Carolina,  "  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  names  of  Mr. 
Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell  from  the  Journal,  on  the  question 
taken  on  the  19th  inst.  by  propounding  the  question,  Shall 
the  names  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell  stand  ? 

"  This  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Sherman,"  of  Connecticut, 
and  Mr.  Partridge,  of  Massachusetts,  "  as  being  out  of 
order."  And  on  the  question,  "  Is  the  motion  in  order  ?  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  IVIr.  Blanchard,"  of  New 
Hampshire, — Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
voted,  aye,  with  the  only  delegate  present  from  North  Caro- 
lina, and  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  with 
the  only  delegate  present  from  Massachusetts,  voted,  no  ;  and 
two  states,  New  York  and  New  Jersey  were  divided.  "  So 
the  question  was  lost." 

On  the  24:th  of  May,  a  motion  was  made  by  the  delegates 
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of  Virginia,  seconded  by  the  delegates  of  South  Carolina,  in 
the  words  following  : — 

The  delegates  representing  the  states  of  Virginia  and  South  Carolina  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  have  maturely  considered  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  qualifications,  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell, 
w'ho  claimed  to  represent  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  in  Congress,  which 
report  is  entered  on  the  Journal  on  the  13th  day  of  the  present  month,  and 
also  the  rseolution  reported  by  the  said  committee  ;  whereon  four  states  in 
Congress  voted  that  the  time  of  service  of  the  said  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr. 
Howell  had  expired  on  the  7th  inst.  agreeably  to  the  sense  and  letter  of 
the  Articles  of  Confederation,  two  states  only  voting  in  the  negative  and 
three  states  being  divided.  They  have  given  all  due  attention  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  on  the  said  case  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell,  as 
they  appear  on  the  Journals  of  the  15th  inst.,  together  with  the  facts,  evi- 
dence and  arguments  adduced,  as  well  by  the  said  committee  as  by  the  said 
Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell.  And  after  full  consideration  of  the  same,  they 
judge  it  to  be  their  duty  as  members  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  and 
on  behalf  of  the  states  they  represent,  to  object  to  and  protest  against  the 
exercise  of  those  sovereign  powers,  delegated  by  the  citizens  of  these  states 
to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  by  the  said  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr. 
Howell,  or  either  of  them,  as  being  persons  unauthorized  according  to  the 
Articles  of  Confederation.  They  contend  that  consistently  with  the  invari- 
able laws  of  reason  and  the  universal  practice  of  representative  bodies,  all 
persons  who  claim  to  exercise  jointly  with  others,  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment, must,  if  that  claim  is  contested,  either  when  first  offered  or  at  any 
time  posterior  thereto,  show  by  what  right  they  declaim ;  and  more 
especially  the  said  delegates  do  assent  that  in  a  bod}'  constituted  as  Con- 
gress is,  where  sovereign  states  have  agreed  to  invest  persons  chosen  by 
other  states  with  the  power  of  governing  themselves  respectively,  and  have 
designated  by  compact  how  those  persons  shall  be  constituted,  each  state 
ought  to  have  and  has  an  undoubted  right  to  inquire,  whether  the  rules  laid 
down  in  that  compact  have  been  adhered  to  in  the  appointment  of  those 
persons,  to  whom  without  the  powers  of  election  on  removing  or  punishing, 
they  have  submitted  their  dearest  rights  and  interests. 

"When  such  inquiry  is  made  and  the  powers  of  persons  so  contested,  they 
do  insist  upon  it  as  a  right,  which  no  state  ought  or  can  of  right,  be  depriv- 
ed of,  to  have  such  questioned  powers  clearly  proved  and  judicially  estab- 
lished before  they  shall  be  exercised.  For  otherwise,  the  exercise  would 
determine  the  question  of  right.  The  said  delegates  consider  Congress  as 
the  only  tribunal  competent  to  decide  on  the  right  of  persons  claiming  to  act 
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as  members  of  their  body.  This  is  a  power  which  all  legislative  bodies 
invariably  exercise,  and  which  must,  of  necessity,  reside  in  them  alone. 
And  they  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  to  have  such  right  established  by 
Congress,  an  aflfirmative  vote  is  indispensably  requisite.  A  direct  affirma- 
tion of  a  right  in  order  to  establish  it,  is  required  by  reason  and  is  used  in 
practice.  On  the  contrary,  to  ground  a  right  on  an  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  a  proposition  passed  in  the  negative  is  equally  contradictory  to  reason 
and  custom.  A  proposition  not  carried,  determines  nothing.  How  absurd 
then,  would  it  be  to  establish  a  right  by  a  vote  which  determines  nothing. 
They  apprehend  that  to  admit  that  one  or  two  states  may  continue  a  repre- 
sentation in  Congress  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  a  much  greater  number  of 
states,  who  are  decided  that  such  a  representation  is  unauthorized  by  the 
Confederation,  would  be  establishing  a  principle  fraught  with  dangerous 
consequences  to  the  Union,  and  justly  alarming  to  the  citizens  thereof,  who 
have  a  right  to  expect  that  those  and  those  alone  whom  they  have  consti- 
tutionally authorized  to  govern  them,  shall  be  admitted  to  exercise  sove- 
reign authority  ;  who  have  right  to  demand  from  their  delegates  to  be 
defended  and  protected  from  such  usurpation  and  violence. 

When  the  acts  of  the  United  States  go  forth  as  the  acts  of  persons  whose 
right  to  govern  is  unimpeached,  their  validity  will  be  unquestioned  by  the 
people.  But  when  vitiated  acts  passed  by  the  voice  of  persons  whom  a  large 
majority  of  the  members  representing  the  confederacy,  consider  as  intrud- 
ing into  the  councils  of  the  Union  are  issued,  obedience  cannot  be  expected 
and  ought  not  to  be  wished.  If  representations  may  be  continued  by  thg 
voice  of  one  or  two  states,  that  check  provided  by  the  Constitution,  which 
directs  that  representatives  in  Congress,  shall  exist  there,  only  by  the  voice 
of  their  constituents,  and  the  Confederation,  is  lost,  and  suspicions  may  be 
excited  among  the  people  at  large,  that  persons  may  at  some  future  period, 
by  the  acts  of  a  few  designing  members,  be  continued  in  Congress  to  the 
destruction  of  the  Constitution  and  establishment  of  oligarchy.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  must  observe,  that  to  require  an  affirmative  voice  of  the  United 
States  to  establish  the  right  of  members,  may  possibly  be  productive  of  some 
delay  in  business,  until  states  advised  of  the  errors  which  vitiate  their  ap- 
pointments shall  have  time  to  rectify  them.  On  this  side  they  see  a  possi- 
ble temporary  inconvenience,  but  on  the  other,  they  discover  a  certain  and 
actual  violation  of  the  Constitution. 

Still,  however,  reduced  by  the  perseverance  of  Mr.  EUery  and  Mr.  How- 
ell to  the  alternative  of  stopping  the  business  of  the  United  States,  at  a  very 
critical  moment,  or  proceeding  to  act  with  them,  they  have  judged  it  most 
advisable  to  prefer  the  latter,  under  a  determination,  on  all  questions  where 
the  interests  of  the  Union  at  large  or  that  of  the  states  they  represent,  may 
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be  materially  affected,  to  have  it  stated,  by  the  yeas  and  nays,  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  carried ;  saving  to  themselves  and  to  the  states  they  rep- 
resent, the  right  they  may  have  to  invalidate  acts  passed  in  Congress, 
wherein  the  voices  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell  are  deciding  on  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  also  declaring  and  protesting  against  such  acquiescence  in  the 
conduct  of  those  gentlemen,  which  they  deem  to  be  irregular  and  unjustifia- 
ble, being  ever  hereafter  considered  as  a  precedent  in  similar  cases. 

Effectually  to  prevent  which,  and  in  order  to  establish  a  rule  of  proceed- 
ing, which  they  consider  is  required  by  reason  and  Confederation,  they 
propose  the  following  resolution  :  — 

Resolved,  That  when  any  state  shall  object  to  the  credentials  under 
which  persons  may  claim  to  act  as  members  of  Congress,  such  credentials 
shall  be  submitted  to  a  committee  of  qualifications,  who  shall  forthwith 
report  to  Congress  a  state  of  facts  and  evidence,  as  they  appear  to  them, 
but  giving  no  opinion  thereon ;  and  seven  states  in  Congress  then  agreeing 
that  such  credentials  convey  to  persons  so  claiming  a  right  to  act  as  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  then  such  persons  shall  be  admitted  to  act  under  such  cre- 
dentials, and  if  seven  states  shall  not  so  agree,  they  shall  not  be  permitted 
to  sit  in  Congress,  but  the  President  for-  the  time  being  shall,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed,  to  transmit  to  the  state  issuing  such  credentials,  an  authen- 
tic copy  of  the  objections  as  they  appear  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
qualifications,  in  order  that  any  error  therein  may  be  rectified. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Ellery,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  foregoing  motion 
in  order  to  take  up  the  following,  to  wit. :  — 

Whereas,  The  question  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  qualifications, 
on  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  was  taken  and  lost  on  the  15th  inst.  ;  and  Avhereas, 
since  that  period,  the  said  delegates  have  been  continually  called  to  order, 
and  have  not  been  permitted  to  speak  or  vote  in  Congress,  without  inter- 
ruption from  some  members,  , 

Resolved,  That  after  delegates  shall  have  been  received  as  members 
into  Congress,  on  sufficient  credentials  for  one  year,  such  delegates  so 
admitted  shall  not  be  excluded  from  the  House,  but  by  the  voice  of  seven 
states. 

On  the  question  to  postpone  for  the  purpose  above  men- 
tioned, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut 
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and  New  Jersey  voted,  aye ;  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  South 
Carolina  voted,  no  ;  New  York  and  Maryland  were  divided, 
and  North  Carolina,  having  but  one  delegate  present,  had 
no  vote.     "  So  the  question  was  lost." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  proposed  by  the 
delegates  for  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Hardy,  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania, 
Virginia,  and  South  Carolina  voted,  aye  ;  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  and  New  Jersey 
voted,  no  ;  New  York  was  divided,  and  North  Carolina,  hav- 
ing but  one  delegate  present,  had  no  vote.  "  So  the  ques- 
tion was  lost." 

And  thus  ended  this  protracted  controversy,  and  the  dele- 
gates continued  in  their  seats,  acting  and  voting  as  members 
till  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  on  the  3d  day  of  June. 

On  Saturday,  the  29th  of  May,  Congress  appointed  "  a 
Committee  of  the  States  "  by  ballot,  to  sit  in  the  recess  of 
Congress.  Such  a  committee  was  authorized  by  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  which  required  it  to  consist  of  one  from 
each  state,  and  authorized  Congress  to  confer  on  it  any  or  all 
their  powers,  except  such  as  requii*ed  the  assent  of  nine 
states. 

The  Journal  of  Monday  following  commences  with  the 
following  proceedings,  which  intimate  that  all  the  feeling 
excited  the  preceding  week,  in  relation  to  the  delegates  from 
this  State,  had  not  wholly  subsided. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  being  read,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mercer 
of  Virginia,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hardy,  also  of  Virginia,  to  amend  the  same 
by  inserting  immediately  before  the  appointment  of  the  (/Ommittee  of  the 
States,  the  words  following  :  — 

"  The  several  states  having  previously  made  their  nominations,  except  in 
the  case  of  Rhode  Island." 

On  this  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  seconded  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts ;  and 
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on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  previous  question,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Mercer,  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut  voted,  aye ; 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina and  South  Carolina,  no ;  and  New  York  was  divided. 
"  So  the  question  was  lost." 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Blanchard,  of  New  Hampshire,  to  postpone  the  motion 
before  the  house,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following :  — 

Mr.  Blanchard  having  been  previously  nominated  by  the  state  of  New 
Hampshire  ;  Mr.  Dana,  by  Massachusetts  ;  Mr.  EUery,  by  Mr.  Dana  ;  Mr. 
Hillhouse  having  been  nominated  by  Connecticut ;  Mr.  McDougall,  by  the 
state  of  New  York  ;  Mr.  Dicky,  by  New  Jersey  ;  Mr.  Hand,  by  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  Mr.  McHenry,  by  Maryland ;  Mr.  Hardy,  by  Virginia ;  Mr. 
Spaight,  by  North  Carolina ;  Mr.  Read,  by  South  Carolina  ;  Mr.  DeWitt 
having  also  been  nominated  for  New  York,  by  Mr.  Beatty  ;  and  Mr.  Sher- 
man for  Connecticut,  by  Mr.  Williamson. 

And  on  the  motion  to  postpone  for  the  purpose  above 
mentioned,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 
Rhode  Island  voted,  aye;  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  no  ;  while  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  and  New  York  were  divided,  and 
Maryland,  having  only  one  delegate  present,  had  no  vote. 
"  So  the  question  was  lost." 

"On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  before  the  house, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  IVIr.  Mercer,"  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina  voted,  aye ;.  New  Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts, Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  voted,  no  ;  Maryland  having  only  one  delegate 
present,  had  no  vote.     "So  it  passed  in  the  negative." 

It  would  seem  that  if  there  was  any  irregularity  in  the 
election  of  Mr.  Ellery,  in  that  he  was  not  nominated  by  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  that  there  was  an  equal  irregularity 
in  the  election  of  Mr.  DeWitt  for  New  York,  who  was  nomi- 
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nated  by  Mr.  Beatty,  of  New  Jersey,  and  elected,  although  Mr. 
McDougall  was  nominated  by  New  York.  And  also,  in  the 
election  of  Mr.  Sherman,  for  Connecticut,  who  was  nominated 
by  Mr.  Williamson,  of  North  Carolina,  and  elected,  although 
Mr.  Hillhouse  was  nominated  by  Connecticut. 

On  the  first  day  of  June,  the  President  being  absent.  Con- 
gress appointed  IVIi'.  Stone,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  their 
chairman. 

Congress  adjourned  on  the  3d  day  of  June,  to  meet  at 
Trenton,  on  the  30th  day  of  October,  1784. 

The  session  of  the  Committee  of  the  States  commenced  at 
Annapolis,  June  4,  1784,  the  day  after  the  adjournment  of 
Congress.  Eleven  of  the  thu'teen  members  who  composed 
the  committee,  were  then  present,  among  whom  was  Mr. 
EUery.  They  elected  Samuel  Hardy,  a  delegate  from  Vir- 
ginia, their  chairman,  and  after  doing  a  little  incidental  busi- 
ness, adjourned  to  June  26th.  No  quorum  appeared  again 
until  June  30th.  On  the  8th  of  July,  the  Committee  resumed 
business  and  remained  in  session  until  August  11th,  after 
which  day  a  quorum  did  not  attend. 

Six  members  continued  to  meet  until  August  19th,  when 
not  having,  as  their  record  states,  "  the  smallest  hope  that 
a  sufficient  number  of  delegates  can  again  be  assembled  at 
Annapolis  to  enable  the  Committee  of  States  to  proceed  to 
business  before"  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress," they  "  recommended  to  the  Secretary  of  Congress  to 
take  order  for  the  immediate  removal  and  safe  arrangement 
and  disposition  of  the  papers  and  records  of  Congress,"  and 
separated.  Mr.  Ellery  did  not  attend  after  the  first  day,  nor 
did  any  other  delegate  from  this  State. 

There  was  little  that  the  Committee  of  the  States  could 
have  done  if  they  had  held  their  sessions  regularly.  The 
states  were  deliberating,  or  pretending  to  deliberate,  on  grant- 
ing to  Congress,  the  powers  before  referred  to  relative  to 
foreign  commerce  and  revenue. 
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Congress  had  adjourned  to  meet  at  Trenton  on  the  30th  of 
October,  1784.  No  quorum  of  the  old  or  new  members 
appeared  until  the  29th  of  November.  The  new  Congress 
should  have  assembled  on  the  first  Monday  in  that  month. 
On  the  29th  of  November  the  credentials  were  referred  to 
a  committee  of  five,  Mr.  Monroe,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Holten,  of 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Bull,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Beatty,  of 
New  Jersey,  and  Mr.  Read,  of  South  Carolina.  On  the  30th 
this  committee  reported,  and  Congress  elected  Mr.  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  as  President.  Congress 
adjourned  on  the  23d  day  December,  to  meet  in  the  city  of 
New  York  on  the  11th  day  of  January,  at  which  place  they 
then  met  and  held  their  sessions  until  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Howell  was  present  on  the  29th  of  November.  Mr. 
Ellery  took  his  seat  the  next  day.  They  were  both  present 
in  Congress  from  this  time  till  the  first  Wednesday  in  May, 
1785.  Their  names  frequently  occur  on  committees  for  vari- 
ous purposes.  Each  of  them  took  an  active  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. Many  resolutions  were  offered  by  them  on  various 
subjects,  which  were  agreed  to  by  Congress.  They  were 
probably  among  the  oldest  members,  though  not  among  the 
oldest  men  in  Congress.  Very  few  of  the  members  had  spent 
so  many  years  in  that  body.  This  gave  them  influence 
and  standing.  One  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Howell  was 
chairman,  was  charged,  with  the  reorganization  of  the  War 
Office.  They  reported  by  an  ordinance,  which  was  adopted. 
Another  committee,  of  which  he  was  chairman,  reported 
"an  ordinance  for  the  regulation  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
Congress  and  for  extending  it  to  the  home  department." 

During  the  Congress  ending  its  session  in  November,  1785, 
many  very  important  matters  of  general  interest  came  before 
them.  Much  time  was  spent  in  debating  on  the  permanent 
location  of  Congress,  and  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings 
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for  their  accommodation.  The  cession  of  western  lands  by 
the  states,  treaties  with  the  Indians,  the  sale  and  disposition 
of  lands  purchased  of  the  Indians,  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce, and  the  supply  of  the  treasury,  are  among  the  most 
important  subjects  that  engaged  their  attention. 

With  few  and  short  exceptions,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  How- 
ell were  at  their  posts  until  the  assembling  of  Congress  on 
the  first  Monday  in  November,  1785,  when  their  term  of 
ofl3.ce  expired. 

David  Howell  to  Deputy  Gov.  Bowen. 

Annapolis,  May  22d,  1784. 

Dear  Sir:  —  Yours  of  the  10th  inst.  came  to  hand  this  moment.  I 
doubt  not  of  your  perseverance  in  your  good  office,  to  procure  as  early  pay- 
ment on  our  bills  as  may  consist  with  the  state  of  our  treasury.  I  was 
sorry  to  make  so  lai-ge  a  draft  at  the  time,  but  I  fear  we  are  to  be  detained 
here  till  it  will  be  insufficient.  I  have  lived  in  as  economical  a  style  as 
possible,  but  expenses  run  high  in  this  place. 

The  business  of  Mr.  Green's  account,  with  which  you  have  charged  us, 
will  have  our  most  careful  and  persevering  attention.  We  know  the  man 
and  the  distiesses  of  the  family. 

You  observe  that  nobody  has  been  ordered  on  to  relieve  us,  as  you  expect 
an  adjournment  this  month.  The  adjournment  was  ordered  to  take  place 
on  the  3d  of  June  next,  and  a  Committee  of  the  States  tq  be  left  during  the 
recess.  We  have  as  yet  received  no  letter  announcing  our  reelection.  Our 
old  credentials  for  the  last  election  have  been  called  in  question,  and  the 
whole  business  of  the  nation  was  suspended  the  last  six  days,  in  canvassing 
the  subject,  notwithstanding  an  adjournment  is  so  nigh  at  hand,  and  so  much 
business  of  importance  calls  for  our  attention. 

Some  young  men  in  Congress  pursue  the  object  of  taking  away  our  seats 
in  Congress,  as   if  it  was  of  the  first  magnitude.     You  know  that  I   have 

been  the  marked  object  of  the  resentment  of  the for  some 

time.  I  shall  not  enlarge  on  this  head,  as  the  Journals  will  soon  disclose 
to  you  the  marvellous  tale.  We  are  supported  by  a  decided  majority,  ever 
since  the  main  question  of  our  right  to  a  seat  could  not  be  carried  against 
us.  What  will  be  the  event,  God  only  knows.  Had  our  new  credentials 
been  sent  on  to  us,  it  would  have  saved  much  time. 

I  have  enclosed  you  a  continuation  of  our  Journals,  and  copy  of  a  report 
of  a  grand  committee,  which,  if  carried  into  eiFect,  together  with  a  report 
33 
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for  putting  the  treasury  into  commission,  which  I  sent  to  Mr.  N.  Brown, 
and  which  I  beg  you  to  take  into  your  care,  will,  in  addition  to  the  requi- 
sitions, complete  the  fiscal  arrangements  of  the  year. 

With  perfect  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

P.  S.  —  I  have  been  in  hot  water  for  six  or  seven  weeks, — ever  since 
business  has  been  taken  up  in  earnest.  Thank  God,  we  have  hitherto  car- 
ried every  point.  I  have  received  two  written  challenges  to  fight  duels ; 
one  from  Col.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  the  bther  from  Col.  Spaight,  of  North 
Carolina.  The  Journals  will  give  their  political  characters.  I  answered 
.them  that  I  meant  to  chastise  any  insults  I  might  receive,  and  laid  their 
letters  before  Congress. 

David  Howell  to  Deputy  Gov.  Bovten. 

Annapolis,  May  31st,  1784. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  Your  letter  respecting  Mr.  Green's  accounts  came  duly  to 
hand.  The  subject  will  be  laid  before  Congress.  I  cannot  undertake  to 
predict  their  decision,  but  I  pray  you  to  inform  Col.  Flagg  that,  although  I 
have  obtained  a  report  of  a  committee,  that  his  accounts  should  be  settled 
by  Mr.  Chinn,  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  that  report  agreed  to  in  Con- 
gress. It  seems  to  be  adopted  as  a  rule  that  accounts  are  to  be  settled  in 
the  line  of  the  department  in  which  they  were  contracted. 

An  ordinance  for  putting  the  Department  of  Finance  into  commission, 
passed  in  Congress  the  28th  instant,  a  copy  whereof  is  enclosed  on  paper 
No.  1.  Although  this  object  has  been  steadily  pursued  by  some  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  we  should  have  finally  failed 
of  obtaining  it,  had  it  not  occurred  to  others  as  the  only  remaining  expedi- 
ent of  regaining  the  confidence  of  the  states,  and  obtaining  the  long  expected 
funds. 

Should  funds  be  obtained  by  this  means,  the  Board  of  Treasury  be  abol- 
ished, and  Congress  revert  to  their  former  opinion  that  the  funds  should  be 
under  "  the  control  of  a  single  will,"  what  would  you  think  of  the  manoeu- 
vre? 

On  the  29th  instant,  Congress  passed  sundry  resolutions  defining  and 
establishing  the  powers  to  be  exercised  by  a  Committee  of  the  States,  a  copy 
of  which  is  enclosed  on  paper  No.  2.  I  freely  confess  I  consented  to 
appoint  a  committee  only  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  recess.  If  they  do  no 
good,  their  powers  are  too  much  restricted  to  admit  of  their  doing  much 
hurt.     Mr.  Ellery  is  chosen  a  member  of  this  committee  for  our  State,  in 
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consequence  whereof  I  have  requested  him  to  stay  till  the  sense  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  would  be  communicated  to  him  on  the  subject.  What  he 
will  determine  finally,  is  with  himself.  As  Congress  has  made  the  concur- 
rence of  nine  voice.;  necessary  in  every  act,  there  is  ample  security  against 
the  Committee's  sitting  in  Philadelphia,  unless  infatuated. 

I  have  enclosed  on  paper  No.  3,  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, granting  to  Congress  the  power  of  levying  and  collecting  an  impost  of 
five  per  cent,  on  imports,  &c.  This  act  is  complete  as  fo  the  impost,  but 
very  deficient  on  the  supplementary  funds,  only  containing,  in  the  seventh 
section,  a  general  and  vague  promise  to  raise  and  levy  on  the  persons  and 
estates  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  state,  their  proportion  thereof,  in  such 
manner  as  the  legislature  may  direct.  To  the  full  amount  of  this  assump- 
tion, they  were,  and  are,  holden  by  the  eighth  of  the  Articles  of  the  Confede- 
ration. If  they  meant  to  comply,  why  did  they  not  point  out  specific  and 
adequate  funds  and  appropriate  them,  and  make  the  collectors  thereof 
amenable  to,  and  removable  by  the  United  States  in  Congress,  alone?  It 
must  be  clear  to  every  person  Avho  reads  their  acts,  that  they  neither  have 
complied  nor  intend  to  comply,  with  their  part,  and  which  is  the  principal 
part  of  the  system  recommended. 

A  correspondent  in  South  Carolina  has  lately  enclosed  to  me  the  South 
Carolina  Gazette  of  April  22d,  containing  the  act  of  that  state,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  recommendations  of  Congress  of  April  18th,  1783.  I  have 
thought  proper  to  enclose  this  to  you,  that  it  may  be  laid  before  the  Assem- 
bly. If  I  remember  rightly,  this  makes  the  eighth  act,  on  this  subject, 
which  has  come  to  my  hands,  and  which  I  have  transmitted  to  the  State. 
Congress  has  received  no  information  of  the  compliance  of  any  of  the  other 
five,  viz. :  —  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  New  York,  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  only  two  or  three  states  have  passed  acts 
respecting  the  supplementary  funds,  which  came  in  lieu  of  the  land-tax, 
capitation  and  excise,  originally  proposed  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  which  he  has 
always  contended  for,  as  necessary  to  accompany  the  impost,  and  equalize 
the  operation  of  his  system,  on  the  various  kinds  of  interest  taxable  in  the 
United  States.  Of  this  opinion.  Congress  seems  also  to  have  been  when 
they  passed  the  recommendation  of  April  18th,  1783.  For  they  expressly 
say — 

"  That  none  of  the  preceding  resolutions  shall  take  effect  until  all  of  them 
shall  be  acceded  to  by  every  state  ;  after  which  unanimous  accession,  how- 
ever, they  shall  be  considered  as  forming  a  mutual  compact  among  all  the 
states,"  &c. 
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I  find  that  the  supplementary  funds  are  very  unpopular  this  way.  The 
lords  of  extensive  soil  are  more  ready  to  mortgage  to  Congress  a  twentieth 
part  of  what  enters  their  ports  than  a  hundredth  part  of  what  goes  off  from 
their  plantations.  But  will  the  commercial  states  suffer  the  impost  to  be 
carried  into  effect  before  the  supplementary  funds  are  granted?  Can  the 
United  States  in  Congress  suffer  it,  without  a  violation  of  their  faith  pledged 
in  the  above,  in  part  recited,  resolution? 

The  very  unequal  operation  of  such  a  partial  arrangement  must  be 
obvious.  You  will  observe  that  in  the  requisition  of  the  last  month,  the  for- 
eign interest  has  preference  (and  with  good  reason,)  to  the  domestic  inter- 
est. Suppose  then,  an  impost  only  granted  and  appropriated,  in  preference 
as  it  would  and  ought  to  be  to  the  payment  of  foreign  interests,  and  to  com- 
mence its  operations.  Let  one  instance  in  our  State.  Large  sums  of  money 
would  be  drawn  from  us  to  the  common  treasury,  whereby  we  should  be 
exhausted  of  our  resources,  at  the  same  time  that  a  balance  might  be  due  to 
us  on  a  just  settlement ;  but  this  balance  is  to  come  out  of  the  supplement- 
ary funds,  which  the  State,  to  pay  the  balance,  having  refused  to  grant, 
would  in  fact  have  an  annual  choice,  whether  they  will  pay  by  making  requi- 
sitions on  themselves,  or  not.  The  disposition  discovered  lately,  by  some 
states  in  Congress  to  discriminate  betwixt  the  foreign  debt  and  the  domestic 
debt,  the  striking  out  two  years'  interest  of  the  domestic  debt  from  the 
report  of  the  grand  committee,  which  reported  the  requisition  for  this  year, 
and  other  occurrences,  convince  me  that  the  states,  which  are  large  public 
creditors,  are  viewed  by  the  others  with  a  zealous  and  watchful  eye,  and  of 
the  necessity  of  preventing  any  severance  of  the  different  kinds  of  debt  in 
the  provision  for  payment. 

The  commutation,  the  Loan  Office  certificates  and  every  other  species  of 
domestic  debts,  are  viewed  by  different  persons  as  objectionable  ;  and  it  is, 
perhaps,  unfortunate  for  us,  that  all  the  particular  states  are  not  equally 
interested  in  the  fair  and  honest  payment  of  our  domestic  debt.  Yet  while 
it  is  blended  with  our  foreign  debt  and  the  assent  of  nine  states  in  Congress 
is  necessary  annually  to  provide  for  the  latter,  the  former  is  secure  ;  quite 
otherwise  might  it  be  if  the  revenue  of  an  impost  in  the  hands  of  Congress 
was  mortgaged  to  pay  our  foreign  interest,  and  the  payment  of  our  domes- 
tic interest  depended  on  the  annual  assent  of  nine  states  in  Congress  to  a 
requisition,  which  would  be  afterwards  to  be  complied  with  by  thirteen 
states,  from  the  greater  part  of  which  a  large  balance  would  be  to  be  drawn 
in  favor  of  the  others.  On  the  whole  it  appears  to  me  that  the  general 
interest  and  harmony,  if  not  the  very  existence  of  the  Union  depends  on 
our  preserving  the  only  constitutional  mode  of  annual  requisitions  on  the 
several  states  for  all  the  supplies  of  the  year,  notwithstanding  this  has  been 
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called,  and  infinite  pains  have  been  taken  to  make  the  people  believe  it  to 
be  "  a  futile  measure,"  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  time  is  near  at  hand  when 
the  sanguine  pursuit  of  new-fangled,  and  (to  use  the  modern  phrase) 
balloon  schemes  of.  financeering  will  be  abandoned  ;  and  doubt  not  but  a 
cheerful  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  and  the  reestablish- 
ment  of  public  credit  will  be  the  happy  consequence. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  notwithstanding  every  opposition, 
from  those  who  wish  to  fix  the  public  attention  only  to  the  funds  recom- 
mended on  the  19th  of  April,  1783,  the  business  of  the  western  territory  is 
in  a  good  train.  I  entertain  a  full  expectation  that  Congress  will  be  able 
to  open  a  land  office  for  the  sale  of  one  or  two  states  by  next  Christmas. 
There  is  also  good  news  from  North  Carolina.  That  state  has  made  us  a 
cession.  No  official  account  has  yet  come  to  hand  ;  but  a  delegate  of  that 
state  told  me  a  few  days  ago,  that  his  friend  had  written  him  that  the  state 
had  ceded  to  Congress  a  large  tract  of  land,  said  to  be  near  eight  millions 
of  acres.     An  official  account  is  daily  expected. 

Georgia  has  not  sent  forward  any  delegates  to  Congress,  though  it  is  reported 
that  the  Cincinnati  of  that  state  were  represented  at  their  late  general  meet- 
ing in  Philadelphia.  There  is  no  account  of  their  even  having  in  contem- 
plation to  cede  any  lands  to  Congress.  It  is  said  that  they  are  very  busy 
in  land-jobbing,  and  that  none  of  their  principal  men  dare  leave  the  state 
time  enough  to  come  to  Congress  for  fear  of  being  out-manoeuvred  ;  but  will 
the  Union  suff'er  the  small  number  of  inhabitants  in  that  state,  to  engross 
and  divide  among  themselves  that  vast  tract  of  most  excellent  soil  lying  be- 
twixt them  and  the  Mississippi?  And  will  the  commercial  states  also 
admit  them  to  an  equal  participation  in  the  revenue  of  an  impost?  I  hope 
you  will  approve  of  the  facilities  introduced  in  payment  ot  part  of  the  requi- 
sition for  this  year — Hie  labor,  hoc  opus.  This  was  perseveringly  opposed 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  and  finally  acceded  to  by  some  only  of 
his  supporters,  and  that  with  great  reluctance,  and  after  a  most  warm  and 
doubtful  contest.  Time  and  experience  will  now  decide  who  have  been  in 
the  right.  The  charm  of  remitting  all  payments  to  Philadelphia,  is  now 
broken,  and  I  hope  that  vortex  will  no  longer  swallow  down  the  treasury 
of  other  states. 

The  reports  for  abolishing  the  office  of  Continental  Receiver  in  the  several 
states,  for  reducing  the  civil  list,  and  for  sending  troops  to  defend  our  west- 
ern lands,  have  not  yet  been  acted  upon,  as  more  than  a  week  was  thrown 
away  in  attempting  to  vacate  the  seats  of  the  delegates  of  Rhode  Island. 
A  continuation  of  the  Journal,  which  I  intend  to  enclose,  will  give  you  a 
view,  as  I  expect,  of  the  rise,  progress  and  termination  of  the  inquisitorial 
progress  against  us.     This  affair  so   intimately   concerns  the  State,  that  I 
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pray  you  to  lay  it  before  the  Apsembly  for  their  consideration.  If  their 
honor  has  been  touched  in  the  pressure  of  their  delegates,  I  hope  they  will 
not  forget  their  sovereignty,  or  be  wanting  in  respect  to  themselves.  If 
their  delegates  have  committed  the  State,  let  them  be  censured. 

Since  the  termination  of  this  affair,  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  giving 
the  vote  of  the  State  for  the  ordinance  for  putting  the  Office  of  Finance  into 
commission,  and  of  seeing  that  ordinance  carried  by  that  vote. 

As  this  is  probably  the  last  official  letter  I  may  write,  I  must  beg  you  to 
accept  my  thanks  for  the  attention  shown  to  me  in  your  correspondence, 
and  to  assure  the  State  that  it  will  not  be  in  the  power  of  any  future  scenes 
I  may  pass  through  in  life,  to  obliterate  from  my  mind  the  grateful  sense  I 
entertain  of  the  singular  honor  conferred  on  me  by  three  successive  elec- 
tions, to  the  important  station  I  hold  in  their  service. 

I  am,  &c., 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

P.  S.  —  Next  Thursday,  the  3d  of  June,  Congress  will  adjourn  and  leave 
the  committee  sitting.  I  propose  to  go  up  the  Bay  to  the  head  of  Elk,  by 
water,  and  then  take  the  stage  to  Philadelphia,  where  I  must  stay  two  or 
three  days  to  obtain  settlement  of  some  accounts.  I  propose  also  to  stay  a 
few  days  in  the  Jerseys,  wdth  my  relations,  and  to  take  passage  from  New 
York  for  Rhode  Island.  As  the  time  of  setting  ray  face  northward 
approaches,  I  feel  an  increasing  anxiety  to  see  my  family  and  friends. 
Blessed  be  God,  I  have  as  yet  been  favored  with  perfect  health,  notwith- 
standing Ave  have  had  some  very  hot  days,  apd  the  sun's  rays  are  daily 
approaching  towards  a  perpendicular  direction.  I  never  enjoyed,  in  any 
period  of  my  life,  a  better  state  of  health  than  since  I  left  home.  I  have 
not  been  sick  a  single  day  ;  I  have  not  even  had  one  bad  cold,  or  any  indis- 
position to  prevent  me  from  attending  Congress  a  single  day.  I  was  indeed 
absent  two  or  three  stormy  days  in  the  winter,  when  I  was  pretty  certain 
there  would  not  be  a  House.  But  never  have  been  out  of  the  House  when 
any  business  of  consequence  has  been  under  consideration,  during  the  whole 
time  since  I  took  my  seat  last  July.  Few  members,  I  believe,  can  give  a 
better  account  of  themselves. 

The  principal  gentlemen  of  this  place  are  removing  to  their  country  seats. 
The  horse  races  were  attended  here  the  week  before  last,  and  are  all  over, 
as  are  also  the  balls,  routs,  hops,  fandangoes,  and  plays.  I  assure  you 
there  has  been  a  merry  winter  in  this  place,  according,  at  least,  to  accounts, 
tor  I  have  seen  but  little  of  their  diversions.  I  did  not  even  look  out  upon 
the  horse  races,  although  they  were  to  be  seen  from  the  windows  in  the 
back  room  of  the  State  House ;  nor  have  I  attended  a  single  play,  although 
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the  theatre  has  been  open  twice  a  week  the  chief  of  the  winter,  and  the  play 
house  adjoins  the  house  where  I  lodge,  I  have  attended  several  balls,  and 
been  honored  with  sufficient  attention  from  the  principal  people  in  the  place. 

Pray  inform  Mr.  John  Brown  that,  as  no  treaty  has  been  entered  into 
with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  or  the  Barbary  powers,  Congress  has  issued 
nothing  as  yet  in  the  nature  of  Mediterranean  papers.  The  report  on  our 
motion  for  a  pass  for  Capt.  Sheldon  has  not  been  taken  up,  nor  can  any- 
thing be  obtained  in  time  to  be  of  use  to  him. 

I  pray  you  to  apologize  to  the  Assembly,  or  to  the  Clerk  at  least,  for  the 
bad  writing  and  inaccuracy  of  my  letters.  They  have  been  written  gene- 
rally in  haste  and  never  copied.     That  is  a  business  I  never  was  fond  of. 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

David  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

New  York,  January  12th,  1785. 

Sir  : — As  I  arrived  at  Trenton  before  a  Congress  was  formed,  I  proceeded 
directly  forward  to  Philadelphig,  and  applied  at  the  office  of  the  paymaster 
general  for  settlement  of  accounts  in  behalf  of  our  State's  short  levies,  agree- 
ably to  order  of  Assembly.  After  putting  this  business  in  train  I  returned 
to  Trenton  and  took  a  seat  in  Congress  on  the  first  day  of  the  session. 

A  second  journey  to  Philadelphia  enabled  me  to  complete  the  settlement ; 
and  I  transmitted,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Innes  Clark,  the  certificates  I 
obtained,  to  the  general  treasurer. 

For  want  of  material  to  fill  up  a  letter,  more  than  from  any  other  cause, 
I  have  deferred  writing  to  the  present  time.  In  justice  to  myself,  I  must 
also  hint  at  another  cause.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  my  former 
communications  to  the  State  have  been  too  lengthy,  and  carry  the  appear- 
ance of  a  wish  to  obtrude  my  own  political  dogmas.  I  shall  only  observe 
that  I  am  justified  in  this  line  of  conduct  by  the  communications  of  our  for- 
eign ministers  to  Congress  ;  and  even  by  the  commimications  of  Congress 
to  the  states,  in  which  may  be  seen,  not  only  a  statement  of  facts,  but  opin- 
ions and  reasonings,  as  well  as  scraps  of  letters  from  their  servants,  with 
their  opinions  and  arguments,  and  even  (so  strong  was  their  desire  to  illu- 
minate,) the  opinions  and  reasonings  of  the  minister,  a  very  respectable 
character,  of  a  foreign  court. 

As  I  well  knew  that  my  letters  were  to  be  laid  before  men,  who  were  not 
only  tenacious  of  their  rights  but  careful  of  understanding  them,  I  have  writ- 
ten with  a  frankness,  which  (at  least,  in  my  humble  opinion,)  the  public  has 
a  right  to  expect  from  their  servants,  and  to  this  day,  I  find  no  reason  to 
retract  or  alter  any  thing  I  have  written  in  my  official  character. 

If  it  is  the  cliaracter  of  a  politician  to  conceal,  or  to  deliver  with  reserve 
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and  cryptically  his  opinions — to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  the  tide  of  popular 
opinion — and  in  all  events  to  aim  chiefly  at  bringing  off  his  own  dear  self  in 
a  whole  skin,  I  thank  God  I  am  no  politician  !  From  the  time  it  first  pleased 
my  fellow-citizens  to  raise  me  into  the  political  world,  I  have  neglected  no 
opportunity  of  rendering  them  the  best  services  within  the  compass  of  my 
poor  abilities  and  of  obtaining  information  of  the  transactions  on  that  great 
theatre.  I  am  now  soon  to  retire  to  my  little  cottage.  I  shall  do  it  with  a 
cheerful  mind  and  a  clear  conscience  as  to  my  official  conduct ;  but  not 
without  great  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  my  country. 

Avarice,  ambition,  or  the  lust  of  power  and  all  the  baser  passions,  are  so 
much  more  active  and  prevalent  than  the  virtues,  with  which  they  stand 
contrasted,  that  it  is  not  strange  to  see  the  government  of  this  world  common- 
ly in  the  hands  of  the  vilest  men  in  it.  "  There  is,"  says  an  excellent  w^riter, 
"  in  every  human  society,  an  effort  continually  tending  to  confer  on  one 
part  the  height  of  power  and  happiness  and  to  reduce  the  other  to  the  ex- 
treme of  weakness  and  misery."  And  whoever  contemplates  the  different 
kingdoms,  empires  and  states  throughout  the  world,  the  nature  of  the  gov- 
ernments and  the  condition  of  the  people,  will  be  affected,  if  capable  of  feel- 
ing, with  the  wretchedness  of  his  fellow-men,  and  will  be  constrained  to 
drop  a  sympathetic  tear  over  the  ruins  of  human  nature. 

"  Ye  gods  !  what  havoc  does  ambition  make  among  your  works  !"  The 
United  States  furnish  the  world  with  a  rare  instance  of  freedom,  and  a  wise 
system  of  political  constitution  happily  calculated  to  secure  it.  But,  alas  ! 
How  restless  are  many  of  our  rulers  to  engross  more  power  ?  How  easily 
are  the  people  imposed  upon  and  duped  out  of  their  rights  ?  What  artifice, 
what  management  have  already  taken  place  in  our  public  affairs.  I  cannot 
however,  close  this  dull  and  gloomy  letter  without  making  one  consolating 
remark,  and  in  that  I  am  warranted — that  the  seasonable  and  firm  stand 
made  by  Rhode  Island  against  the  all-grasping  hand  of  power,  in  the  case 
of  duties,  has  saved  the  United  States  !  And  I  should  be  wanting,  as  well 
in  duty  to  the  State,  as  to  my  own  feelings,  if  I  should  neglect  to  inform 
them  that  they  have  the  thanks  of  thousands  of  the  wisest  and  best  men  in 
the  Union  for  their  conduct.  The  Journals  of  our  proceedings  at  Trenton, 
are  not  yet  printed.  I  hope  the  ordinance,  which  has  been  published  in  the 
newspapers,  establishing  the  permanent  residence  of  Congress  near  the  falls 
of  Delaware,  and  the  temporary  residence  in  this  city,  will  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  the  State.  Should  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  to 
erect  the  federal  buildings  make  an  advantageous  purchase  of  soil,  the  sale 
of  lots,  it  is  expected,  will  reduce  the  sum  appropriated  to  that  use. 

As  I  voted  against  the  resolution  of  Congress,  which  puts  all  the  letters 
received  from  our  foreign  ministers  under   an  injunction  of  secrecy,  by  the 
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yeas  aud  nays,  which,  by  the  way,  are  not  published  in  our  Journals,  I 
have  a  right  to  offer  that  as  an  apology  to  the  State  for  not  sending  forward 
an  account  of  the  contents  of  such  letters  as  have  been  received  since  I  left 
Congress  last  summer.  Such  parts  of  them,  however,  as  are  thought  neces- 
sary to  answer  a  certain  purpose  will  be  sent  forward  to  the  states,  but  un- 
der the  strict  injunctions  of  secrecy. 

I   pray   your   Excellency  to  be  assured  of  my  constant  attention  to  the 
interests  of  the  State,  and  of  the  great  respect  and  esteem, 
With  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

New  York,  Jan.  28th,  1785. 

I  have  received  your  Excellency's  letter,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  mode  of 
making  Parmesan  cheese,  which  was  transmitted  to  your  lady  by  Dr. 
Franklin,  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

Since  the  arrival  of  Congress  at  this  city,  we  have  attempted  much  busi- 
ness, but  only  a  little  has  been  completed.  The  most  important  affairs  are 
in  the  hands  of  a  grand  committee  :  —  such  as  a  proposal  to  empower  Con- 
gress to  regulate  the  trade  of  the  United  States ;  to  form  a  requisition  for 
the  present  year  ;  to  frame  and  establish  a  mint ;  an  application  to  Congress 
from  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  for  an  explanation  of  that  article  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  which  respects  bona  fide  debts,  &c. 

After  repeated  efforts  to  choose  Commissioners  for  the  Treasury,  Messrs. 
Samuel  Osgood,  of  Massachusetts  ;  Walter  Livingston,  of  this  state  ;  and 
John  L.  Jervaise,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  are  at  last  elected. 

Before  this  letter  reaches  you,  you  wall  have  heard  and  seen  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  i-elative  to  a  federal  town.  Nothing  but  the  loss  of  time 
attending  the  vibrations  of  Congress ;  the  retardment  of  public  business, 
and  many  other  pernicious  consequences  resulting  from  the  unsettled  state 
of  Congress,  would  have  induced  me  to  come  into  that  measure,  at  a  time 
when  the  great  demands  against  the  public  are  unsatisfied.  We  have  not 
been  able  as  yet  to  appoint  commissioners  to  carry  that  resolution  into 
execution,  and  I  cannot  conjecture  when  it  will  be  done,  for  some  members 
are  opposed  to  the  measure  and  will  throw  every  obstruction  in  the  way  in 
their  power,  in  order  to  defeat  it,  so  that  the  federal  town  may  be  yet  con- 
sidered as  in  the  air.  If  one  should  be  erected,  I  should  suppose  that  the 
banks  of  the  delaware  would  be  preferred  by  our  State  to  those  of  the 
Potomac,  and  I  trust  that  the  adjournment  to  this  city,  as  it  has  brought 
my  colleague  and  me  nearer  to  our  constituents,  and,  by  increasing  the  busi- 
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ness  of  our  packet  boats,  will  throw  some  money  into  the  State,  will  not  be 
disagreeable. 

We  have  received  letters  from  our  ministers  abroad,  which  I  dare  not 
remark  upon,  because  with  regard  to  them  we  are  under  an  injunction  of 
secrecy.  Paragraphs  taken  from  those  letters  are  transmitted  to  the  Exec- 
utives of  each  State,  to  be  laid  before  the  respective  legislatures,  under  an 
injunction  of  secrecy.  I  supposed  their  being  thus  transmitted,  and  after 
the  vote  had  passed  desired,  that  the  House  would  declare  their  sense, 
whether  anything  more  was  meant  than  to  prevent  copies  thereof  being 
taken  and  published.  The  House  did  not  do  it,  but  several  members  said 
that  that  was  their  intention.  I  think,  in  a  time  of  peace,  nothing  should 
be  kept  secret  in  which  the  people  at  large  are  interested ;  and  in  republics 
especially,  secrecy  is  very  apt  to  beget  suspicion. 

Your  Excellency  knows  my  opinion  with  regard  to  the  impost.  I  trust 
that  nothing  but  the  last  necessity  will  induce  our  State  to  embrace  it  in  its 
present  form,  if  at  all.  It  is  probable  that  this  State  will  not  come  into  it, 
and  if  it  should  not,  I  think  we  ought  not  to  be  scared  into  it,  by  the  ineffi- 
cacious acts  of  Connecticut.  If  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  motion 
for  empowering  Congress  to  regulate  trade  by  laying  duties  thereon,  to  be 
collected  by  the  states  and  applied  to  their  own  use,  should  substantially 
correspond  with  the  motion,  we  shall  agree  to  it ;  because  a  uniformity  of 
duties  will  prevent  a  variety  of  interests,  and  because  I  expect  a  handsome 
sum  may  be  collected  from  such  of  the  maritime  powers  as  have  disclosed 
very  illiberal  commercial  principles. 

We  have  not  received  a  line  from  our  commissioners  for  treating  with 
the  Indians,  since  the  treaty  at  Fort  Schuyler.  I  wish  we  could  get  the 
western  teri-itory  under  sale  ;  but  it  will  take  time  to  do  this.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  hope  that  the  people  will  be  content  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  by  direst  taxation,  and  not  be  hurried  by  their  impatience  into  meas- 
ures which  may  prove  pernicious  to  their  liberty. 
I  am,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM   ELLERY. 

David  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

New  York,  February  9th,  1785. 
Sir  :  —  In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  of  the  honorable  the  General 
Assembly,  their  delegates  have  moved  in  Congress  that  the  contractors  for 
ox  teams  in  1781,  should  be  paid  their  balance  out  of  the  last  requisition. 
This  motion  is  yet  in  the  hands  of  a  committee.  It  is  our  expectation  to 
obtain  a  resolution  authorizing  the  State  to  pay  these  balances  out  of  the 
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requisition  for  the  current  year,  the  last  requisition  having  been  otherwise 
appropriated.  And,  indeed,  this  is  all  that  Massachusetts  could  obtain  for 
their  contractors.  A  great  deal  of  business  lies  before  Congress  in  the 
hands  of  committees  and  in  reports.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  that  the  tardi- 
ness of  the  delegates  in  assembling  at  Trenton,  together  with  the  adjourn- 
ment to  this  city,  must  have  prevented  us  from  the  expected  dispatch  of 
public  business.  I  have  the  pleasure,  however,  to  observe  that  eleven  states 
are  now  on  the  floor,  and  that  a  good  degree  of  harmony  prevails. 

A  grand  committee  has  been  appointed  and  instructed  to  report  a  requi- 
sition on  the  states  for  the  supplies  of  the  current  year. 

Mr.  Morris  has  returned  his  commission  to  Congress  in  a  letter  dated 
September  30th,  and  ceased  to  act  in  his  official  character.  His  account 
of  receipts  and  expenditures,  during  his  administration,  in  detail,  has  not 
been  laid  before  Congi-ess  as  yet,  but  we  are  informed  it  is  now  at  the  press 
in  Philadelphia.  The  chairman  of  our  grand  committee  has  written  to  him 
for  information  as  to  what  arrangements  he  has  taken  for  paying  the  inter- 
est due  in  Europe ;  what  payments  have  been  made,  or  measures  taken  to 
make  payments  by  the  several  states,  on  the  requisitions  of  last  April ;  and 
what  moneys  remain  in  the  treasury,  or  elsewhere,  not  specially  appro- 
priated ? 

This  is  all  the  accounts  I  am  able  to  give  of  the  state  of  the  treasury, 
excepting  that  the  state  of  Virginia,  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  as  I  am 
informed  by  her  delegates  now  in  Congress,  has  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States  more  than  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  real  money. 
I  hope  this  will  at  least  justify  an  opinion  hereafter  advanced,  that  the 
delinquencies  of  the  states  was  not  so  much  owing  to  want  of  energy  in  the 
Federal  Government,  as  to  want  of  energy  in  the  government  of  the  partic- 
ular states,  and  a  real  want  of  resources,  or  of  the  power  to  render  them 
productive. 

The  happy  return  of  peace  and  plenty  to  the  states  will,  it  is  hoped,  pro- 
duce similar  effects  throughout  the  Union  and  restore  public  credit.  The 
Hon.  John  Lewis  Gervaise,  of  South  Carolina,  the  Hon.  Samuel  Osgood, 
of  Massachusetts,  and  the  Hon.  Walter  Livingston,  of  this  state,  have  been 
elected  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Treasury.  The  latter  is  present  and 
ready  to  accept.  The  two  former  have  not  had  time,  since  the  notification 
of  their  election,  to  return  an  answer. 

Congress  have  ordered  all  their  public  offices  to  be  removed  from  Phila- 
delphia to  this  city.  The  portraits  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  France,  are 
also  to  be  brought  here. 

The  City  Hall  has  been  given  up  to  the  use  of  Congress  and  their  offices  by 
the  Corporation  of  the  city,  excepting  the  room  in  which  the  Mayor's  Court 
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is  holden  ;  aad  I  presume  it  is  unnecessary  to  mention  that  the  members 
can  be  accommodated  in  the  best  manner — but  that  the  expenses  of  liv- 
ing here  are  greater  than  at  any  other  place  where  I  have  attended  in 
Congress. 

We  wait  with  impatience  the  result  of  the  negotiations  opened  with  the 
Indians,  as  the  western  lauds  are  in  great  demand,  and  frequent  applica- 
tions are  made  for  grants.  It  is  expected  that  Congress,  before  they  rise, 
will  be  enabled  to  open  their  land  office,  and  to  establish  some  government 
in  the  western  wilderness. 

I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  the  southern  states  do  not  seem  disposed  to 
cede  their  claims  over  the  mountains  to  Congress.  North  Carolina  has 
even  repealed  her  act  of  cession,  after  the  example  of  Connecticut.  Hap- 
pily it  is  out  of  the  power  of  New  York  and  Virginia  to  repeal  theirs.  The 
agents  for  Massachusetts  and  New  York  have  agreed  on  the  judges  to  con- 
stitute a  federal  court  to  decide  on  their  interfering  claims  to  vacant  lands. 
This  court  is  to  be  holden  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  in  Virginia,  next 
June. 

The  New  York  land  office  is  open  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Forty-two  petitioners  are  to  have  six  miles  square  at  one  shilling  per  acre, 
to  be  paid  in  any  kind  of  securities  for  liquidated  debts  due  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  from  the  state  of  New  York.  Their  land  office,  their  impost, 
their  confiscated  estates,  &c.,  will  enable  this  state  to  establish  funds  suffi- 
ciently productive  to  pay  all  debts.  I  am  informed,  and  that  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  me,  that  the  bill  for  granting  an  impost  to  Congress,  will  be 
rejected  by  a  majority  in  the  Legislatures  of  the  states,  which  are  now  in  ses- 
sion. As  this  measure  has  not  been  adopted  by  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  as  the 
supplementary  funds,  the  only  security  in  the  system  for  the  domestic  cred- 
itors have  not  been  effectually  complied  with  in  more  tha.n  one  or  two  states, 
I  have  given  it  as  my  opinion  here  that  our  State  would  not  resume  the 
consideration  of  that  subject  till  all  the  other  states  should  have  substantially 
complied.  And,  indeed,  in  that  event,  of  which  I  see  no  probability,  it 
might  perhaps  be  for  the  honor  of  the  State  not  to  fall  in  with  that  measure 
last  of  all  and  only  on  the  most  violent  compulsion. 

In  consequence  of  a  motion  made  in  Congi'ess  by  an  advocate  for  a  rev- 
enue in  the  hands  of  Congress,  a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  report 
the  measure  necessary  to  be  taken  on  the  subject  of  the  recommendations 
of" April  18th,  1783,  for  the  impost,  &c.  As  Congress  has  been  pleased  to 
appoint  me  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  to  join  with  me  two  members 
who  are  not  friendly  to  the  revenue  system,  it  would  seem  that  a  change  of 
the  financeering  system  may  not  be  far  off.  But  as  this  subject  has  not 
been  drawn  into  discussion  in  the  present  Congress,  I  have  no  authority  to 
announce  the  probability  of  such  an  event. 
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I  have  transmitted  to  my  good  friend  Governor  Bowen,  nevrspapers  con- 
taining a  bill  published  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  for  funding 
their  quota  of  the  national  debt  on  the  state  funds.  Such  a  measure  was 
adopted  by  New  Jersey  long  ago,  and  I  am  told  that  other  states  are  taking 
the  hint.  Sure  I  am,  that  state  funds  may  be  established  on  as  safe 
grounds  and  prove  as  productive  as  funds  in  the  hands  of  Congress.  Can 
it  be  said,  that  the  particular  states  are  unable  to  draw  from  the  people  as 
much  money  as  they  can,  or  ought  to  pay?  Will  not  state  laws  operate  with 
greater  energy  and  safety  than  federal  ordinances  ?  But  I  have  almost  invol- 
untarily run  into  a  subject  I  intended  to  have  avoided  when  I  sat  down  to 
write  this  letter,  as  it  has  been  already  exhausted,  and  the  bare  mention  of 
it  has  become  ungrateful  to  the  ears  of  some  of  my  good  friends. 

Congress  have  resolved  to  send  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  represent 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Madrid  and  London,  and  their  election  is 
made  the  order  of  the  day.  In  consequence  of  the  earnest  request  of  Dr. 
Franklin,  it  is  in  contemplation  to  permit  him  to  return  to  this  his  native 
country,  where  he  wishes  to  lay  his  bones.  The  return  of  this  venerable 
patriot  under  these  circumstances,  must  give  pleasure  to  all  his  friends,  or 
let  me  say,  to  all  the  friends  of  this  country  and  of  freedom.  Gov.  Jeffer- 
son, who  is  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the  Court  of  Versailles,  will  probably 
be  appointed  his  successor  at  that  Court.  I  observed  in  my  last,  that  the 
resolution  of  Congress,  putting  all  the  letters  from  our  foreign  ministers 
under  an  injunction  of  secrecy,  was  my  apology  for  not  making  more  ample 
communications  on  the  subject  of  our  foreign  affairs. 

It  is  in  contemplation,  at  least  with  some  gentlemen,  to  recommend  to 
the  states  an  alteration  of  the  Confederation,  on  the  subject  of  commerce. 
The  motion  under  commitment  aims  to  vest  Congress  with  power  to  regu- 
late both  foreign  and  coast  wise  trade,  and  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
duties  to  be  paid  in  the  importation  of  foreign  merchandise. 

Provided,  That  the  assent  of  at  least  nine  states  in  Congress  shall  be 
necessary  to  all  their  ordinances  on  these  subjects.     And, 

Provided,  Also,  that  all  such  ordinances  shall  receive  the  approbation 
of  the  legislatures  of  nine  states,  before  they  shall  take  effect. 

Provided,  Also  that  such  ordinances  shall  continue  in  force  only 

years. 

Provided,  Moreover,  that  the  legislatures  of  the  particular  states  shall 
relinquish  all  power  to  lay  imposts  against  their  neighboring  states ;  and 
lastly, 

Provided,  That  all  such  imposts  shall  be  collected  under  the  authority, 
and  accrue  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  particular  states  where  they  shall 
be  paid. 
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I  have  thought  proper  to  lay  these  outlines  of  the  system  proposed  before 
the  State.  Should  it  be  thought  proper  to  act  on  this  subject,  or  any 
other,  by  way  of  altering  the  Confederation,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  bill  for  the  purpose  ought  to  be  published  for  the  consideration  of  the 
people  at  large,  and  that  every  town  should  be  requested  to  give  their  dep- 
uties special  instructions  on  the  subject.  I  trust  in  the  wisdom  of  the  public 
councils  to  devise  a  system  of  commercial  regulation  which  will  answer 
every  reasonable  object  of  the  mercantile  part  of  the  community,  without 
endangering  the  liberties  of  this  country.  But  if  I  am  called  on,  either  to 
part  with  my  freedom  or  foreign  commerce,  I  shall  want  no  time  to 
deliberate. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  the  States,  at  Annapolis  last  sum- 
mer, are  printed  and  to  be  sent  forward  to  the  several  states. 

Since  the  assembling  of  Congress  in  this  city,  some  of  the  southern  states 
have  discovered  great  uneasiness  under  the  ordinances  passed  at  Trenton, 
respecting  the  residence  of  Congress,  and  it  yet  remains  very  uncertain 
whether  Federal  buildings  will  be  erected  any  where  soon.  On  this  sub- 
ject, however,  it  is  considered  that  the  eastern  states  have  possessed  them- 
selves of  the  advantage  ground. 

The  question  of  the  independence  of  Vermont  has  not  been  resumed,  nor 
have  their  delegates  made  their  appearance  as  yet. 

The  delegates  would  be  happy  to  receive  particular  and  pointed  instruc- 
tions on  the  subject  of  commerce.  How  far  will  the  State  consent  to  part 
with  its  power  to  regulate  commerce  ?  How  far  will  it  be  safe  to  vest  Con- 
gress with  power  relative  to  ascertaining  and  regulating  duties,  &c.  ?  As 
it  is  our  earnest  wish  (for  I  believe  I  may  also  speak  for  my  colleague  in 
this  matter)  to  form  our  conduct  to  the  views  of  the  honorable  the  General 
Assembly,  it  will  at  all  times  be  very  agreeable  to  receive  instructions  on 
any  subjects  of  importance. 

I  could  wish  to  enlarge  on  several  subjects,  but  the  fear  of  giving  offence 
by  obtruding  my  indigested  ideas  will  induce  me  to  conclude  this  letter  by 
requesting  your  Excellency  to  assure  the  honorable  General  Assembly  of 
my  constant  attention  to  their  interests  and  to  those  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  be  persuaded  of  the  great  esteem  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

P.  S.  —  I  must  request  that  no  copies  of  my  letters  be  suffered  to  be 
taken  for  certain  reasons. 


i 
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David  Howell  to  Deputy  Gov.  Bowen. 

New  York,  March  7th,  1785. 

Sir  :  —  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  resolution  of  Congress 
passed  16th  ult.,  on  a  motion  of  your  delegates,  relative  to  ox  teams,  &c., 
made  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  Assembly. 

No.  2  contains  copy  of  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  entered  at  Fort  Stanoix, 
October  22d-,  1784. 

No.  3  contains  copy  of  another  treaty  entered  into  v?ith  the  more  west- 
wardly  Indians,  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  January  21st,  1785. 

It  is  proposed  to  hold  another  treaty  about  the  first  of  June  next,  with 
the  Pottawatomie,  Twigtwee,  Wabash,  and  Illinois  Indians,  at  Vincennes, 
on  the  Wabash  river.  This,  it  is  hoped,  wiU  finish  the  business  for  the 
present. 

Dr.  Lee,  who  was  one  of  our  commissaries,  tells  me  that  these  two 
treaties  have  extinguished  the  Indian  claims  to  upwards  of  twenty  millions 
acres. 

To-morrow  is  assigned  for  a  second  reading  of  the  ordinance  for  opening 
a  Federal  loan-office.  Mr.  John  Adams  is  appointed  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary for  the  United  States  at  London,  and  Col.  William  Smith,  of  this 
State,  Secretary  to  the  Legation.  Dr.  Franklin  has  leave  to  return,  and 
Mr.  Jefferson  is  to  take  his  place.  A  successor  to  Mr.  Adams,  at  the 
Hague,  is  to  be  appointed  next  Monday. 

Dr.  Johnson,  having  received  news  of  one  of  his  children  lying  at  the 
point  of  death,  has  left  us  a  few  days  ago,  in  consequence  of  which,  ten 
states  only  remain  on  the  floor.  But  I  can,  with  great  pleasure,  assure  you 
of  the  good  disposition  of  the  members  to  do  business,  and  that  an  unusual 
harmony  subsists  in  Congress  at  present.  How  long  it  wiU  last,  I  will  not 
presume  to  predict,  but  I  greatly  fear  that  schisms  and  hard  words  will 
ensue  on  some  great  question  soon  to  be  brought  before  us. 

Congress  has  been  informed  that  Mr.  Osgood  proposes  to  accept  a  place 
at  the  Treasury  Board.  As  soon  as  he  can  come  forward  and  join  Mr. 
Livingston,  a  Board  will  be  formed. 

I  have  seen  an  account  in  a  Philapdelphia  paper  that  a  funding  bill,  of 
state  funds,  has  passed  in  Maryland,  similar  to  that  proposed  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  to  that  adopted  long  ago  in  New  Jersey  and  Georgia. 

Congress  is  not  informed  of  the  payments  made,  or  of  the  measures  taken 
to  payments  on  the  last  requisition  on  the  State,  nor  have  they  information 
what  has  been  done  by  all  the  states  scarcely  on  a  single  requisition  or 
recommendation.  This  has  led  some  to  believe  that  it  is  necessary  to 
extend  the  affairs  of  Secretary  of  Congress  to  the  home  department,  agree- 
ably to  the  report  of  a  committee,  No.  4. 
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It  gives  me  pain  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  saying  that  I  am  much  in 
debt  here,  and  entirely  out  of  cash.  I  received  no  money  from  the  treasury 
before  I  came  away,  and  I  cannot  learn  that  any  has  been  paid  to  my  order 
since.  What  am  I  to  do  ?  I  have  had  serious  thoughts  of  returning  home, 
but  I  am  unwilling  to  leave  the  city  in  debt.  Members  of  Congress  are,  by 
privilege,  protected  from  civil  suits.  I  am,  therefore,  in  no  danger  of  a 
jail,  and  have  concluded  to  wait  the  event  of  another  application  to  my  old 
friend,  the  treasurer,  to  whom  I  must  pray  you  to  write  in  my  behalf,  and, 
if  possible,  to  point  out  to  him  measures  to  obtain  for  me  a  supply  of  cash, 
and  to  pay  it  to  an  order  I  have  put  into  the  hands  of  Capt.  Lawton. 

Col.  Partridge  and  Mr.  Gerry,  who  have  taken  passage  in  Lawton's  ves- 
sel will  pass  through  Providence,  and  give  you  more  particular  information 
of  our  proceedings  ;    to  them  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  and  subscribe. 
In  haste,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

David  Howell  to  Gov.  Greeke. 

New  York,  April  29<h,  1785. 

Sir  : — In  the  Journals,  which  are  regularly  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of 
Congress,  you  will  observe  the  proceedings  of  Congress  down  to  the  7th  inst. 
Since  which  much  time  has  been  spent  on  the  requisition  and  the  land  ordi- 
nance ;  neither  of  which  have  yet  passed.  The  latter  proves  to  be  the  most 
complicated  and  embarrassing  subject  before  Congress  since  peace  has  taken 
place.  Infinite  pains  are  taken  by  a  certain  set  of  men  called  land  robbers,  or 
land  sharks,  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  engross  the  best  lands  ;  while  it  is 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  open  their  land  office  on  terms  which  will  at  once 
secure  the  greatest  possible  revenue  therefrom,  and  give  no  undue  advan- 
tage to  any  class  of  citizens,  or  to  any  district  of  the  Federal  Union. 

The  public  papers  must  have  informed  your  Excellency  that  the  legisla- 
ture of  Georgia,  after  solemn  argument,  rejected  the  impost  of  five  per  cent, 
and  that  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Chatham,  in  that  state,  presented 
the  legislature  to  the  Supreme  Court  as  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  relative  to 
the  premises.  Whether  indictment  and  conviction  ensued  has  not  yet 
transpired. 

It  is  with  no  vulgar  degree  of  satisfaction,  that  I  have  it  also  in  my 
power  to  mention,  that  the  five  per  cent,  impost  has  also  been  rejected  by 
thirteen  against  seven,  of  the  Senate  of  this  state  ;  and  that  the  public  paper 
of  this  day  announces  to  us  that  the  gentleman  who  brought  in  the  bill  has 
been  left  out  of  the  Senate  on  the  late  election  in  this  city.  I  ha\e  been 
told  on  good  authority,  that  three-quarters  of  the  members  of  the  Assembly 
approved  of  the  doings  of  the  Senate,  and  that  the  popular  current  sets 
strong  throughout  the  state  against  that  exploded  measure. 


LETTER   FROM   DAVID    HOWELL.  529 

It  gives  me  additional  pleasure  to  mention  these  facts,  as  they  justify  the 
information  and  opinion  I  gave  the  honorable  the  General  Assembly  last 
June,  relative  to  this  state,  and  which  were  then  controverted  by  persons 
of  respectable  characters. 

The  lands  to  be  exposed  for  sale  within  the  late  purchases  of  the  Indians, 
are  estimated,  I  find  by  the  best  judges,  at  about  eighteen  millions  of  acres. 
Another  large  purchase,  it  is  expected,  will  be  made  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  summer.  So  vast  is  the  revenue  already  in  the  power  of  Congress. 
"What  proofs  they  -will  give  of  their  wisdom  in  the  management  thereof,  is 
yet  uncertain. 

The  lands  are  to  be  apportioned  to  the  states  in  proportion  to  the  requi- 
sition for  money,  so  that  a  proportional  quantity  thereof  will  be  sold  in  each 
of  the  Loan  Offices  in  the  different  states.  One  dollar  per  acre  in  public 
securities  will  be  the  lowest  price.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  say  how  long 
Congress  will  continue  their  present  session,  or  how  long  your  delegates 
may  remain  on  the  floor.  I  have  been  so  much  from  home  of  late,  that  it 
is  my  ardent  wish  to  return  ;  although  I  confess  I  should  leave  Congress 
with  reluctance,  before  the  important  business  is  finished. 

Captain  Lawton,  who  arrived  here  yesterday,  informs  me  that  he  has 
brought  me  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ;  this  will  complete  the  payment 
of  the  grant  made  me  at  the  October  session,  as  I  presume  the  bill  in  favor 
of  Messrs.  Hewes  &  Anthony,  for  the  other  moiety,  must  have  been  paid. 

Your  Excellency  has  informed  me  of  a  grant  of  three  hundred  dollars 
made  to  me  at  the  last  session  of  the  Assembly.  Permit  me  to  request  that 
measures  may  be  taken  fur  making  payment  thereof,  as  it  will  be  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  enable  me  to  discharge  my  debts  here,  before  I  return. 
I  shall  draw  for  the  same  as  soon  as  I  may  receive  notice  that  my  bills, 
will  be  paid.     I  am  very  unwilling  to  di'aw  any  more  at  uncertainties. 

After  praying  your  Excellency  to  assure  the  honorable  the  Legislature^ 
of  my  constant  attention  to  their  affairs,  and  of  my  zeal  to  serve  them  as. 
well  as  of  my  gratitude  for  the  very  distinguished  marks  of  their  confidence 
and  esteem  with  which  I  have  been  honored,  I  beg  leave  to  subscribe,  with; 
the  most  profound  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

David  Howell  to  Deputy  Gov.  Bowen. 

New  York,  June  24th,  1785. 
Dear  Sir  :  —  Your  favor  of  the  5th  inst.  came  duly  to  hand.     You  are 
pleased  to  promise  to  comply  with  my  wish  expressed  in  my  last  letter,  that 
a  good  man  might  be  nominated  in  the  stead  of  Judge  Harris,  in  case  he 
34 
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should  decline  to  accept  the  appointment.  I  hope,  however,  that  he  will 
accept  and  go  forward,  as  I  know  of  no  better  man,  and  the  business 
demands  dispatch. 

For  what  reason  your  letter  to  the  President  has  not  been  answered,  I 
cannot  say,  but  hope  you  will  do  our  worthy  President  the  justice  to  believe 
it  is  no  prejudice  against  our  little  State,  which  is  toasted  very  frequently 
at  his  table. 

I  have  called  on  the  Secretary  for  the  motion  formerly  made  by  us  on 
Mr.  Greene's  business,  and  we  shall  particularly  charge  ourselves  with  an 
attention  to  it.  The  requisition  still  hangs  by  the  eye-lids.  Various 
obstructions  are  thrown  in  its  way.  Some  are  for  separating  the  provision 
for  the  foreign  debt  and  civil  list  from  the  domestic  debt.  This  we  oppose 
tooth  and  uail.  The  enclosed  printed  motion  made  by  the  delegates  of 
Virginia,  contains  other  obstructions. 

I  thank  you  for  your  careful  attention  to  my  applications  for  money,  and 
must  beg  you  to  continue  to  the  end,  which  I  hope  is  at  hand.  I  must 
soon  have  another  supply,  as  expenses  accumulate  on  my  hands.  I  pray 
you  to  obtain  some  effectual  provision  for  payment  of  my  drafts,  at  the  next 
Assembly. 

Please  deliver  the  enclosed  letter  to  Mr.  John  Brown,  and  urge  him 
to  accept  the  place  of  Commissioner  for  erecting  the  Federal  buildings. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  Gen.  Dickinson  Avill  concur  with  him  in  fixing  them 
on  this  side  of  the  Delaware.  This  I  am  assured  of  by  the  delegates  from 
New  Jersey.  Nothing  will  be  done  soon  in  the  business  ;  perhaps  not  this 
season.  He  may  afterwards  find  reason  enough  to  decline,  if  his  business 
will  not  permit  him  to  continue  to  complete  the  buildings.  I  have  not 
delivered  his  letter  to  Mr.  Thompson.  I  believe  it  is  lost.  I  therefore 
pray  him  to  enclose  another  to  me,  directed  to  Mr.  Thompson,  accepting 
the  appointment.  His  next  letter  shall  be  faithfully  delivered,  whatever  its 
contents  may  be. 

I  have  delayed  Col.  Peck's  business  for  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Pierce.  He 
will  be  in  this  city  in  a  few  days.  I  pray  Col.  Peck  to  enclose  to  me  a 
copy  of  his  commission.  I  should  write  him,  but  have  not  time  by  this 
opportunity.     Of  this  you  will  please  inform  him. 

How  do  you  like  our  land  ordinance  ?  You  have  to  look  to  that  and  to 
the  exertions  of  the  State  chiefly  for  payment  in  your  securities.  To  tell 
you  the  plain  truth,  there  is  an  alarming  backwardness  in  some  states  to 
make  provision  for  the  payment  of  domestic  debts,  or  to  put  the  payment 
thereof  in  the  same  footing  as  the  foreign  debt  and  the  civil  list. 

In  great  haste  and  with  great  truth  and  sincerity,  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 
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The  Judge  Harris  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  letter  was 
Caleb  Harris,  of  Johnston.  He  had  been  appointed  by- 
Congress  one  of  the  surveyors  to  run  out  the  proposed  west- 
ern territory.  He  was  a  surveyor  of  note  in  this  State.  He 
had  been  a  representative  in  the  General  Assembly  from 
Johnston,  and  was,  at  the  date  of  this  letter,  one  of  the 
Associate  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  the 
County  of  Providence.  At  a  later  date,  he  was  elected  Chief 
Justice  of  the  same  court. 

William  Ellert  to  Gov.  Greene. 

New  York,  August   18th,  1785. 

Sir  :  — I  have  received  a  letter  from  Col.  Sherburn,  officially  informing 
me  that  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  last  session,  had  appointed  me  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Superior  Court. 

This  appointment,  which  was  entirely  unsolicited  and  unexpected  by  me 
and  my  most  intimate  friends,  in  itself  considered,  does  me  great  honor, 
but  when  I  consider  it  as  a  mark  of  their  approbation  of  my  conduct  in  an 
important  public  character,  the  honor  is  increased  and  demands  my  most 
grateful  acknowledgment.  Please  sir,  permit  me,  through  the  channel 
of  this  letter  to  present  my  thanks  to  the  honorable  the  General  Assembly, 
for  this  fresh  instance  of  their  favor  and  confidence. 

But  honorable  as  this  appoinment  is,  there  are  some  objections  to  my 
accepting  it,  which  I  must  beg  leave  to  mention,  together  with  a  few  rea- 
sons in  support  of  these  objections.  The  objections  are — the  precarious 
tenure  by  which  the  Judges  hold  their  offices,  and  the  small  salaries  annexed 
to  them. 

I  am  a  friend  to  annual  elections  in  general  and  to  moderate  salaries  ; 
but  it  may  be  a  question  whether  it  Avould  not  be  more  beneficial  to  the 
State  to  appoint  their  Judges  dui'ing  good  behax-ior,  or  for  a  term  of 
years,  with  a  capacity  of  reelection  at  the  termination  of  the  period,  than 
to  appoint  them  annually.  Almost  every  state  in  the  Union  has  adopted 
one  or  the  other  of  these  tenures.  And  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  an  assur- 
ance of  continuance  in  office  for  a  few  years  only,  might  be  an  inducement 
to  gentlemen  to  qualify  themselves  to  fill  the  bench  with  respectability,  and 
to  such  as  might  be  qualified  to  accept,  if  they  should  be  chosen. 

TVith  respect  to  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court,  I  believe 
there  are  but  few  who  would  think  them  immoderate  if  a  considerable  addi- 
tion should  be  made  to  them. 
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In  establishing  the  salaries  of  officers,  a  regard,  I  think,  ought  to  be 
had  to  the  importance  of  the  offices,  and  to  the  qualifications  requisite  to  a 
right  discharge  of  them.  The  office  of  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  is  one  of 
the  most  important  offices  in  the  State ;  for  in  that  Court  decisions  are  had 
on  the  property,  the  character,  the  liberty,  the  life  of  the  citizen — and  is  it 
probable  that  a  man  would  employ  so  much  time  and  attention  as  are  nec- 
essary to  form  a  proper  judgment  on  these  important  questions,  without  a 
compensation  proportionate  to  his  services  ?  Unless  a  man  is  possessed  of  a 
steady  income  sufficient  for  the  decent  support  of  himself  and  his  family,  his 
attention  must  be  divided  betwen  the  duties  of  his  office  and  the  duties  of 
his  family,  and  amidst  this  distraction  I  should  think  he  could  not  give  that 
constant  undisturbed  attention  to  the  former,  which  I  deem  requisite  to  a 
proper  discharge  of  the  duties  thereof. 

There  are  but  few  men  in  the  State  possessed  of  such  an  income.  I  am 
not,  and  I  believe  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  of  that  few,  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  qualified  persons  so  disinterested  as  to  quit  their  ease  to  serve  the 
State  for  naught,  or  next  to  nothing. 

Honorable  salaries  may  be  some  security,  perhaps,  against  corruption  ; 
but  in  my  opinion,  the  best  guard  is  a  uniform  character  of  virtue  and 
integrity.  Poverty  subjects  a  man  to  many  temptations  ;  but  Lord  Bacon, 
who  could  not  really  want  money,  was  corrupted.  To  these  objections,  and 
the  arguments  in  support  of  them,  which  I  have  briefly  touched  upon,  I  must 
add  that  there  are  several  important  matters  before  Congress  that  require 
nine  states,  and  the  present  representation  is  not  so  complete  as  to  admit 
the  absence  of  one  state. 

NotAvithstanding  these  objections,  to  show  to  the  honorable  General  As- 
sembly that  I  am  disposed  to  serve  the  State  in  any  honorable  employment 
they  may  be  pleased  to  bestow  upon  me,  I  will  accept  of  the  appointment 
to  the  Judge's  seat,  provided  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of  Judges  to  con- 
stitute a  court,  without  me,  and  my  presence  can  be  dispensed  with  until 
the  adjournment  of  Congress.  Relying  that  the  General  Assembly  will 
make  such  a  decent  provision  for  the  support  of  the  Superior  bench,  as  shall 
be  suitable  to  the  circumstances  of  the  State,  and  the  importance  of  that 
bench, 

I  am,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect  for  your  Excellency  and  the 
honorable  the  General  Assembly, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
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David  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

New  York,  August  22d,  1785. 
Sir  :  —  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  certificate  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  widow  and  children  of  the  late  Col. 
Christopher  Greene  are  entitled  to  seven  years'  half  pay,  under  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  of  August  24th,  1780,  to  commence  from  the  14th  day  of 
May,  1781,  the  time  of  his  death.  The  same  resolution  also  recommends 
to  the  State  to  make  provision  for  paying  this  allowance  on  account  of  the 
United  States,  as  by  reference  thereto  will  fully  appear. 

A  regard  to  the  memory  of  that  worthy  officer  has  induced  me  to  make 
this  communication.  What  measures  it  may  be  proper  for  the  honorable 
the  General  Assembly  to  take  on  this  subject  is  submitted,  with  great  defer- 
ence, to  their  justice  and  wisdom,  by 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

David  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

New  York,  August  23d,  1785. 

Sir:  —  In  pursuance  of  the  instruction  of  the  honorable  the  General 
Assembly,  a  motion  has  been  made  in  Congress  by  your  delegates  for  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Thomas  Green. 

As  to  any  loss  or  derangement  of  accounts  or  vouchers,  the  resolutions  of 
June  3d,  1784,  seemed  to  your  delegates  to  vest  the  commissioners  with 
every  necessary  power  to  enable  them  to  do  justice;  and  these  powers  oT 
chancery  are,  by  subsequent  resolutions,  expressly  extended  to  the  commi^ 
sioners  of  army  accounts,  and  to  the  commissioners  for  settling  the  accounts 
of  the  five  great  departments.  The  only  necessary  additional  measure 
seemed  to  be  that  the  commissioners  for  the  State  should  be  authorized  to 
settle  Mr.  Green's  accounts,  which,  by  the  existing  arrangements  of  Con- 
gress, ought  to  be  settled  by  the  commissioner  for  the  department  under 
which  the  account  arose. 

A  resolution  to  this  effect  was  passed  one  day  and  repealed  the  next  day, 
as  the  Journals  will  discover,  and  the  motion  of  your  delegates  finally 
referred  to  the  Board  of  War  to  report,  and  their  report  has  not  yet  made 
its  appearance. 

The  settlement  of  accounts  as  well  those  existing  betwixt  the  several 
states  and  the  United  States,  as  those  existing  betwixt  individuals  and  the 
United  States,  is  an  object  of  great  extent  and  importance,  and  engages 
much  of  the  attention  of  (/Ongress.  Individuals  contribute  to  the  public 
exigencies  with  great  reluctance  while  they  are  not  only  kept  out  of  the 
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principal  and  even  the  interest,  due  to  them  from  the  public,  but  cannot 
even  obtain  a  settlement  of  their  accounts.  And  an  apprehension  in  each 
state  almost  in  the  Union  that  they  are  in  advance,  compared  with  their 
sister  states,  retards  or  prevents  those  exertions  which  are  necessary  to  put 
them  in  capacity  to  send  forward  annually  their  quota  to  the  common 
treasury. 

To  a  settlement  of  accounts  betwixt  the  several  states  and  the  United 
States,  it  ought  to  be  remembered  that  a  Federal  rule  apportionment  is 
indispensable.  It  therefore  becomes  necessary  for  every  state  to  decide 
whether  they  will  adhere  to  the  rule  established  in  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Confederation,  or  adopt  the  alteration  recommended  on  the  18th  day  of 
April,  1783. 

It  has  been  and  still  is  my  private  opinion  that  the  whole,  instead  of 
three-fifths  of  the  blacks  ought  to  have  been  taken  into  the  estimation.  In 
that  case,  the  rule  might  have  approached  so  nearly  to  justice  as  to  have 
been  admissible,  especially  as  it  has  a  superior  facility  in  execution.  But 
whether  it  ought,  even  as  it  is,  to  be  adopted  in  preference  to  no  rule,  or 
the  hazard  of  delay  and  embarrassment  in  all  our  pecuniary  operations,  is 
a  question  of  policy,  and  which  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  entitled  to  a  very 
serious  consideration.  I  am  happy  that  I  shall  be  readily  pardoned  for  not 
giving  my  advice  on  this  subject. 

An  attention  to  the  actual  situation  and  population  of  the  southern  states 
where  the  blacks  are  most  numerous,  will  suggest  a  probability  that,  in 
time,  the  proposed  rule  of  apportionment  will  become  less  objectionable. 
After  you  leave  the  sea  coast,  the  moist  and  interval  lands,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  great  rivers,  and  pass  on  westward  towards  the  mountains,  and  more 
especially  over  the  mountains  westward,  the  lands  are  cultivated  by  white 
people,  Avhose  method  of  life  and  manners  are  similar  to  the  middle  and 
northern  states,  from  which  they  are  mostly  supplied  with  settlers.  So 
that  the  number  of  blacks,  compared  with  the  whites,  even  in  those  states, 
will  probably  diminish  in  future.  And,  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  this  is 
greatly  to  be  desired.  Should  a  Avise  policy  discontinue  the  importation 
of  blacks,  their  ratio  to  the  whites  will,  on  this  account,  also  diminish. 
And  even  the  ratio  of  the  states  in  which  the  blacks  are  numerous,  to  the 
aggregate  of  the  United  States  will  gradually  diminish  as  the  tide  of  popu- 
lation rolls  westward,  and  new  states  arise  peopled  from  Europe,  where  the 
slavery  of  the  blacks  is  unknown  ;  or  from  the  northern  states,  where  it  is 
reprobated.  On  all  these  accounts,  the  proposed  rule  of  apportioning  the 
states  will  probably,  in  future,  approximate  to  justice. 

In  this,  as  in  many  other  cases,  a  choice  of  ditiiculties  only  presents  itself, 
as  it  happens  this  is  only  a  question  of  property  which  does  not  affect  the 
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liberties  of   the  states.     .The   consequences,  therefore,  may  be  faced  with 
less  rehictaace. 

The  reception  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Adams,  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at 
the  Court  of  London,  has  been  announced  in  the  public  newspapers.  From 
the  communications  he  has  made  to  Congress,  it  appears  that  his  reception 
and  treatment  hitherto  has  been  unexceptionable  ;  but  no  conjecture  can  be 
founded  as  to  the  probable  success  of  his  negotiations.  Common  report  says 
that  the  western  posts  will  be  given  up  before  next  spring.  While  the  Brit- 
ish hold  possession  of  those  posts,  the  fur  trade  will  be  forced  through  Can- 
ada ;  but  the  natural  channel  for  it  is  through  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
well  known  to  be  a  very  profitable  trade.  While  these  posts  are  held  by 
the  British  too,  the  Indians  will  hardly  be  prevailed  on,  by  seeing  only 
paper  and  parchments,  to  believe  that  the  United  States  ai'e,  in  fact,  the 
sovereign  of  that  country  ;  hence  it  is  that  ill-minded  people,  who  have  stud- 
ied to  disquiet  the  minds  of  the  Indians  and  prostrate  our  designs  as  to  sale 
of  the  western  lands,  have  so  far  succeeded  as  to  induce  several  of  the  Sa- 
chems of  the  six  nations  to  apply  to  Col.  Harmar,  commanding  officer  of 
our  troops  to  the  westward,  to  take  back  the  original  instruments  of  the 
two  late  treaties,  alleging  that  they  had  been  informed  that  they  were 
imposed  on  at  those  treaties,  when  they  were  told  that  the  great  King  over 
the  water  had  ceded  that  country  to  the  thirteen  fires,  &c.  But  after 
interchanging  a  friendly  talk  they  returned  to  their  homes  apparently  satis- 
fied. 

Another  object  of  Mr.  Adams'  mission,  which  is  of  principal  importance, 
is  to  obtain  a  commercial  treaty  with  the  British  nation  founded  on  princi- 
ples of  reciprocal  advantage.  One  great  obstruction  in  his  way,  it  is  appre- 
hended, will  be  the  incompetence  of  the  powers  of  Congress  to  make  a  spe- 
cific and  effective  stipulation  for  reciprocating  commercial  advantages  with 
the  other  party.  It  seems  to  be  the  opinion,  even  of  Congress,  or  of  a  great 
majority  thereof,  that  they  ought  to  be  rested  with  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce generally.  Many  propositions  and  plans  have  been  suggested.  One 
is  the  alteration  of  the  Confederation  so  as  to  vest  Congress  with  the  power 
of  regulating  trade  without  limitation  of  time.  Others  propose  a  limita- 
tion of  twenty-five,  fifteen,  or  ten  years.  Others  have  proposed  that  a  navi- 
gation act  be  framed  and  laid  before  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states 
for  their  adoption  for  a  term  of  years.  Others  there  are,  who  are  of  opinion 
that  we  can  go  on  very  well  in  the  present  way.  They  say  that  the  produce 
of  the  southern  states  being  delivered  from  British  monopoly,  and  admitting 
to  the  ports  the  competition  of  all  the  world,  fetches  as  good  a  price,  and 
frequently  more  and  better  pay  than  it  did  before  the  revolution  ;  and  they 
fear  that  the  consequences  of  a  navigation  act,  or  of  power  to  regulate  trade 
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in  the  hands  of  Congress,  might  essentially  be  throwing  a  monopoly  of  the 
carrying  trade  into  the  hands  of  a  few  states,  who  would  set  their  own 
prices  also,  on  the  produce  to  be  exported,  whereby  they  apprehend  a  very 
great  injury  to  the  southern  planters.  Amidst  this  division  of  sentiment  and 
clashing  of  interests,  little  is  to  be  expected  from  the  deliberations  of  the 
present  Congress  on  this  subject.  The  voice  of  the  people  must  come  for- 
ward and  give  birth  to  some  system. 

Some  days  ago,  the  President  of  Congress  asked  permission  to  make  a 
tour  in  the  country,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  He  proposes  to  visit  the 
Chalybeate  waters  in  Pennslyvania,  and  return  in  two  or  three  weeks.  At 
present  only  seven  states  are  represented  in  Congress.  Letters  have  been 
lately  written  to  the  delinquent  states,  and  a  fuller  house  is  expected 
soon. 

It  is  about  three  weeks  since  my  colleague  has  been  confined  to  the  house, 
and  of  course  the  State  has  not  been  represented.  He  is  now  happily  recov- 
ering, and  expects  to  take  his  seat  soon. 

Having  been  in  hopes  of  returning  before  now,  I  have  made  no  appli- 
cation lately  for  money.  I  am  now  reduced  to  my  last  penny  ;  nay,  I  have 
not  enough  to  pay  my  debts  here.  I  am,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of 
requesting  that  effectual  measures  may  be  taken  by  the  State  to  forward  me 
some  cash  by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  have  not  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  Journals,  as  1  conclude  they  are  regu- 
larly transmitted  to  your  Excellency  every  month  by  the  Secretary  of  Con- 
gress. 

With  the  most  perfect  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  HOWELL. 

William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Greene. 

New  York,  Oct.  24th,  1785. 

Sir  :  —  Give  me  leave,  through  you,  to  represent  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly that,  in  December  last,  I  drew  a  bill  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
upon  the  General  Treasurer  of  our  State,  in  favor  of  Messrs.  Hewes  & 
Anthony,  who  had  furnished  me  with  money  for  my  subsistence  ;  that  said 
bill  has  not  yet  been  paid,  although  Mr.  George  Gibbs,  to  whom  it  was 
transmitted,  has  frequently  solicited  for  payment,  and  that  I  am  called  upon 
to  repay  the  money  generously  advanced. 

For  a  long  time,  I  have  been  subsisted  by  small  sums  of  money,  as  they 
could  be  obtained  from  the  Treasury,  and  by  the  advances  of  my  friends ; 
and  I  have  never  had  it  in  my  power  to  discharge  this  debt. 

Justice   and  gratitude    compel   me  to    entreat  the   honorable   General 
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Assembly  to  order  the  General  Treasurer  to  procure  money  and  discharge 
the  draft  before  mentioned  immediately. 

I  expect  soon  to  return  home.  I  am  in  arrears  for  my  board,  and  unless 
I  am  supplied  with  about  one  hundred  dollars,  I  shall  be  under  the  painful 
and  disgraceful  necessity  of  leaving  New  York  indebted  to  the  person  with 
whom  I  have  boarded.  Permit  me,  therefore,  to  urge  that  this  sum  also 
be  furnished  by  the  Treasurer  directly. 

In  full  confidence  that  these  necessary  requests  will  be  complied  with, 
and  with  sentiments  of  high  respect  for  your  Excellency  and  the  honorable 
General  Assembly,  I^am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 

David  Howell  to  Gov.  Greene. 

New  York,  Oct.  29th,  1785. 

Sir  :  —  From  a  variety  of  obstructions,  the  requisition  for  the  supplies  of 
the  present  year  did  not  pass  till  the  27th  ultimo.  I  presume  it  has  been 
officially  communicated  to  your  Excellency  ;  and  hope  that  the  principles  of 
it  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Legislature.  I  learned,  with 
pleasure,  and  took  the  earliest  opportunity  to  announce  to  Congress  that  the 
General  Assembly,  at  their  August  session,  ordered  a  tax  of  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds,  subject  to  future  appropriations.  This  readiness  to  comply 
with,  or  more  properly  to  provide  for,  beforehand,  the  constitutional 
demands  of  Congress,  could  not  fail  to  make  a  good  impression  on  our  sister 
states.  I  wish  it  may  also  be  the  ambition  of  every  citizen  to  furnish  an 
example  of  punctuality  in  the  payment  of  taxes  for  Federal  purposes.  As 
a  motive  hereto,  it  may  be  observed,  that  a  large  balance  of  the  sum  called 
for  to  pay  domestic  interest  must  ultimately  come  into  the  pockets  of  our 
citizens. 

By  late  letters  from  the  westward,  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  the 
troops  sent  there  will  be  able  to  effect  the  objects  of  their  instructions  ;  that 
the  lands  purchased  of  the  Indians  at  the  late  treaties  will  be  secured  from 
intrusive  settlers,  surveyed  and  exposed  for  sale  in  due  time,  and  prove  an 
important  fund  for  extinguishing  the  domestic  debt. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  commissioners  are  now  in  treaty  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Great  Miami,  with  the  more  westerly  Indians,  for  peace  and 
the  purchase  of  additional  territory.  But,  for  certain  reasons,  it  is  difficult 
to  conjecture  the  result  of  their  negotiations  on  the  latter  subject. 

Letters  from  Mr.  John  Adams  have  come  to  hand  as  late  as  the  10th  of 
August  last,  and  he  makes  no  mention  of  an  Algerine  war  with  the  United 
States.  He  has  laid  a  project  of  a  treaty  of  commerce  before  the  British 
Minister.     It  is  feared  that  our  ministers  abroad  will  not  be  able  to  obtain 
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very  beneficial  treaties  of  commerce  till  Congress  shall  be  armed  with  more 
efllicient  powers  on  this  subject.  But,  in  considering  these  powers,  a  dis- 
tinction betwixt  the  power  of  regulating  trade  and  that  of  raising  a  revenue 
from  trade,  must  be  carefully  preserved.  The  former,  perhaps,  may  be 
exercised  by  Congress  with  safety ;  the  latter  ought  to  be  tenaciously 
retained  by  the  particular  states.  But  though  our  Ministers  may  not  suc- 
ceed on  this  head  agreeably  to  our  wishes,  for  want  of  power  to  make 
effectual  stipulations,  on  our  part,  or  to  give  a  quid  pro  quo,  we  have  the 
satisfaction  to  receive  repeated  proofs  of  the  good  disposition  of  our  friends 
in  Europe,  and  of  a  growing  esteem  and  respect  for  the  United  States 
throughout  the  world. 

The  hope  that  I  should  return  in  time  to  attend  the  present  session  of  the 
Assembly  has  prevented  my  writing  before,  and  I  now  write  in  great  haste. 
Indeed,  the  uncertainty  of  continuing  in  our  seats  since  May,  has  constantly 
held  up  to  us  the  probability  of  a  return,  and,  together  with  the  want  of 
materials,  rendered  my  communications  less  frequent  and  less  copious  than 
usual.  The  ultimate  point  of  time  to  which  the  present  delegation  extends 
will  arrive  this  day,  sennight,  and  I  must  be  excused  for  pressing  the  neces- 
sity of  sending  forward  a  delegation  to  represent  the  State  in  the  next  Con- 
gress at  an  early  day. 

I  shall  avoid  entering  at  present,  on  several  interesting  subjects,  and  con- 
tent myself  with  the  prospect  of  making  known  my  sentiments  fully  there- 
on at  the  next  session  of  Assembly,  when  I  hope  to  be  present.  But  as 
this  will  probably  be  my  last  official  letter,  I  cannot  conclude  without  offer- 
ing my  most  sincere  thanks  to  the  State  for  the  repeated  proof  of  their 
confidence  in  appointing  me  at  three  successive  elections  to  the  elevated 
station  I  now  hold  in  their  service  ;  and  to  your  Excellency,  and  to  his 
honor  the  Deputy  Governor,  for  the  many  instances  of  your  attention 
and  friendship  to  me.  I  must  rely  on  the  candor  of  my  constituents  to  cast 
a  friendly  veil  over  the  errors  and  mistakes,  if  any,  I  may  have  committed, 
and  to  impute  them  to  my  want  of  experience,  if  not  of  abilities  too,  in  polit- 
ical affairs,  while  I  assure  them  that  to  the  extent  of  my  capacity  I  have 
pursued  the  interests  of  the  State,  which  honored  me  with  its  commands, 
and  of  the  United  States,  without  consulting  my  private  interest,  or  that  of 
my  particular  friends,  or  becoming  subservient  to  the  sinister  views  of  any 
man,  or  of  any  faction.  And  I  now  call  upon  my  enemies,  if  such  I  have, 
as  Avell  as  my  friends,  to  charge  me,  if  they  can,  with  having  solicited, 
during  my  official  existence,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  for  an  office  for 
myself,  either  under  Congress  or  under  the  State.  It  is  to  me  a  pleasing 
prospect  that  I  can  now  retire  from  office  to  the  humble  condition  of  a  com- 
mon citizen,  with  clean  hands  and  a  clear  conscience. 
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I  do  not  hold  myself  personally  responsible  to  the  public  or  to  individuals, 
for  the  prosperity  or  success  of  such  measures  as  I  have  forwarded  in  pur- 
suance of  the  views  of  the  State.  Yet  I  must  observe,  in  justice  to  my  own 
feelings,  that  time  and  investigation  have  convinced  many  of  their  propriety, 
and  given  them  success  ;  and  even  that  success  a  powerful  argument,  has 
removed  the  doubts  of  others,  and  removed,  too,  from  my  shoulders  a  load 
of  ill  will,  which  otherwise  might  have  followed  and  oppressed  me  even  in  a 
private  station. 

I  pray  your  Excellency  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  the  honorable 
the  General  Assembly,  and  to  assure  them  that  in  every  station  in  life  I 
shall  retain  a  grateful  attachment  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  be 
always  ready  to  contribute  my  feeble  mite  to  advance  the  happiness  of  its 
citizens. 

With  every  sentiment  of  personal  esteem  for  your  Excellency,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

DA\TD  HOWELL. 

P.  S. — I  am  sorry  to  send  a  letter  so  illegible,  but  neither  time  nor 
patience  suffer  me  often  to  copy. 

N.  B. — I  have  enclosed  the  three  newspapers  of  the  day,  though  they 
contain  nothing  of  much  consequence. 


CHAPTER   XI 

1785  TO  NOVEMBEIi,  1786. 


John  Brown,  George  Champlin,  Paul  Mumford  and  Peter  Philips  elected 
Delegates  at  the  General  Election  in  May — Not  one  ever  took  his  seat — 
James  Manning  and  Nathan  Miller  elected  Delegates  in  place  of  the  first 
two,  declined — Letter  from  David  Ramsey,  Chairman  of  a  Congressional 
Committee,  to  the  Governor  of  the  State — Circumstances  attending  the 
election  of  President  Manning  as  a  Delegate — Manning's  views  on  the 
subject  —  Correspondence  between  the  Delegates  and  the  Executive — 
John  Collins,  of  Newport,  elected  Governor  over  Greene — Triumph  of  the 
Paper  Money  Party — Letter  from  President  Manning  to  Hezekiah  Smith — 
General  Want  and  Distress — Evils  of  a  Paper  Curi-ency — Legislation  of 
Congress  and  of  the  General  Assembly — Extract  from  a  Letter  from  Asher 
Robbins,  respecting  President  Manning  as  a  Delegate — Sittings  of  Con- 
gress— Convention  of  States  proposed — Meeting  of  the  Convention,  Sep- 
tember 11th,  1786 — Letter  from  William  Ellery  to  Gov.  Collins — Reso- 
lutions of  the  General  Assembly  giving  Currency  to  the  Paper  Money  of 
1786 — Letter  from  Manning  and  Miller  to  Gov.  Collins. 

At  the  General  Election  in  May,  1785,  John  Brown, 
George  Champlin,  Paul  Mumford  and  Peter  Philips  were 
elected  delegates  in  Congress  for  one  year,  commencing  on 
the  first  Monday  in  November  following.  Neither  of  the 
delegates  so  chosen  ever  took  his  seat  in  Congress.  It  is 
probable  that  the  first  two  declined  accepting  their  appoint- 
ment, for,  at  the  February  session,  1786,  of  the  General 
Assembly,  the  Rev.  James  Manning  was  elected  first,  and 
Nathan  Miller,  Esq.,  second  delegate.  It  will  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  delegates  of  the  last  year  remained  in  office 
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until  the  first  Monday  in  November,  1785.     This  accounts 
for  the  dehiy  in  filling  the  vacancies. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  Congress  to 
the  Governor  probably  induced  the  election. 

New  York,  February  1st,  1786. 

Sir  :  — In  conformity  to  the  resolution  enclosed,  it  becomes  my  duty  to 
write  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  states  which  are  at  present  unrepre- 
sented in  Congress. 

Three  months  of  the  federal  year  are  now  completed,  and  in  that  whole 
period  no  more  than  seven  states  have,  at  any  one  time,  been  represented.  No 
question,  excepting  that  of  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  can  be  carried  with- 
out perfect  unanimity.  The  extreme  difficulty  of  framing  resolutions  against 
which  no  exception  can  be  taken  by  any  one  state,  can  scarcely  be  con- 
ceived, but  by  those  whose  unfortunate  situation  has  led  them  to  experience 
the  perplexing  embarrassment.  Was  the  convenience  of  the  present  mem- 
bers only,  concerned,  your  Excellency  would  not  have  been  troubled  with 
this  letter.  Soi-ry  I  am  to  add  that  the  most  essential  interests  of  the 
United  States  suffer  from  the  same  cause.  The  languishing  state  of  public 
credit  is  notorious,  both  in  Europe  and  America.  What  an  additional 
wound  must  be  given  to  it,  Avhen  it  is  known  that  no  plans  can  be  made 
for  the  payment  of  our  debts,  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  nine  states, 
and  that  only  seven  states  have  yet  come  forward  Avith  a  representation  ? 
The  disposition  of  our  western  territory  ;  an  American  coinage  ;  commer- 
cial arrangements  with  European  powers,  particularly  with  Great  Britain  ; 
and  a  variety  of  other  matters  of  immense  and  pressing  importance  ;  but, 
for  want  of  an  additional  number  of  states,  nothing  can  be  done. 

I  forbear  to  mention  to  your  Excellency  that,  even  in  private  life,  where 
two  persons  agree  to  meet  at  a  given  time  and  place,  for  the  adjustment  of 
their  common  concerns,  the  one  who  attends  has  a  right  to  complain  that 
he  is  not  treated  with  common  politeness  by  the  other  who  breaks  his 
engagement.  I  say  nothing  of  the  unequal  burden  imposed  on  the  seven 
states  who  are  present.  They  incur  a  heavy  expense  to  maintain  their 
delegates,  and  this  expense  is  rendered  inefficient  because,  that  out  of  the 
other  six,  no  two  have  come  forward  to  concur  with  them  in  dispatching 
the  public  business.  Least  of  all,  would  I  insinuate  that  the  present  states 
might  be  justified  in  resolving  that,  as  they  had  attended  three  months  to  no 
purpose,  they  would,  in  their  turn,  relinquish  the  public  service  and  leave 
the  other  states,  should  they  come  on,  to  suffer  a  similar  mortification  to 
what  they  have  long  experienced,  of  meeting  and  adjourning  from  day  to 
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day  without  having  it  in  their  power  to  enter  on  the  most  important  and 
pressing  national  business. 

The  remissness  of  the  states  in  keeping  up  a  representation  in  Congress 
naturally  tends  to  annihilate  our  Confederation.  That  once  dissolved,  our 
state  establishments  would  be  of  short  duration.  Anarchy  or  intestine  war 
would  follow,  till  some  future  Caesar  seize  our  liberties,  or  we  should  be  the 
sport  of  European  politics,  and  perhaps  parcelled  out  as  appendages  to  their 
several  governments. 

In  behalf  of  Congress,  in  the  chair  of  which  I  at  present  have  the  honor 
to  sit,  I  beseech  your  Excellency,  by  the  regard  you  have  for  our  Federal 
government,  to  use  your  utmost  endeavors  to    induce  the  delegates  of  your 
State  to  give  their  immediate  attendance  in  Congress. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

DAVID  RAMSAY. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Kamsay  was,  at  this  time,  Chairman  of  Congress,  hav- 
ing been  appointed  during  the  illness  of  the  President,  John 
Hancock.  The  resolution  referred  to  was  passed  on  the  30th 
of  January.  It  directed  the  Chairman  "  to  write  to  the  execu- 
tives of  the  states  of  Rhode  Island,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  stating  to  them  the 
inconveniences  arising  from  a  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
states  to  proceed  on  the  business  of  the  Union,  and  earnestly 
pressing  them  to  send  on  their  delegates  immediately." 

Congress  had  no  reason  to  complain  that  their  Chairman 
did  not  faithfully  perform  the  duty  required  of  him. 

For  the  following  circumstances  relative  to  the  election  of 
Dr.  Manning,  we  are  indebted  to  a  letter  from  the  late  Hon. 
Asher  Robbins  to  the  late  William  G.  Goddard,  published 
in  Mr.  Goddard's  Memoir  of  Dr.  Manning  : 

There  was  a  vacancy  in  the  delegation,  and  the  General  Assembly, 
who  were  to  fill  it,  were  sitting  in  Providence.  No  one  in  particular  had 
been  proposed  or  talked  of.  One  afternoon  Dr.  Manning  went  to  the  State 
House  to  look  in  upon  the  Assembly  and  see  what  was  doing.  His  motive 
was  curiosity  merely.     On  his  appearance  there,  he  was  introduced  on  the 
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floor  and  accommodated  with  a  seat.  Shortly  after,  Commodore  Hopkins, 
who  was  thou  a  member,  rose  and  nominated  President  Manning  as  a  dele- 
gate to  Congress,  and  thereupon  he  was  appointed,  and  according  to  my 
recollection,  unanimously.  I  recollect  to  have  heard  Commodore  Hopkins 
say  (it  was  at  the  house  of  his  brother.  Governor  Hopkins,  where  I  shortly 
after  met  him)  that  the  idea  never  entered  his  head  till  he  saw  the  Presi- 
dent enter  and  take  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  the  Assembly  ;  and  that  the  thought 
immediately  struck  him,  that  he  would  make  a  very  fit  member  of  that 
august  body,  the  Continental  Congress. 

Dr.  Manning  was,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  President  of 
Rhode  Island  College,  now  Brown  University,  and  pastor  of 
the  Baptist  church,  in  Providence.  The  Corporation  of  the 
College  and  the  Church  readily  yielded  to  the  wishes  of  the 
State,  and  gave  up  cheir  President  and  pastor  for  a  time,  for 
more  public  service.  In  a  letter  to  his  friend,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Rippon,  of  London,  of  the  7th  of  April,  1786,  which  may  be 
found  in  Mr.  Guild's  very  interesting  "Life,  Times  and  Cor- 
respondence of  James  Manning,"  he  thus  alludes  to  his 
election : — 

Pray  don't  be  alarmed  should  you  hear  that  I  am  in  Congress.  The 
motive  of  my  accepting  this  most  unexpected,  unsolicited,  but  unanimous 
appointment  of  the  State  to  that  office,  was  the  recovery  of  a  considerable 
sum  due  to  the  College  for  the  taking  of  its  edifice  and  the  damage  done  to 
it  by  the  public  in  the  late  war.  It  was  thought  by  those  most  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  our  application  to  that  honorable  Body,  that  my  presence 
would  facilitate  the  grant,  more  especially,  as  none  of  the  persons  likely  to 
be  elected  would  greatly  interest  themselves  in  that  business.  My  appoint- 
ment is  only  from  our  late  session  till  next  November,  when  I  mean  to 
relinquish  the  office,  as,  in  general,  I  always  considered  politics  out  of  my 
province.  Accordingly,  I  have  interdicted  my  name  being  mentioned  in  the 
next  nominating.  Both  the  college  and  the  congregation  are,  I  hope,  well 
provided  for  during  my  absence. 

In  a  letter  of  the  same  date,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Evans,  of 
England,  to  be  found  in  the  same  work,  he  also  alludes  to  his 
appointment: — 

The  appropriation  of  the  edifice,  (the  college  edifice,)   to  public  uses 


LETTER   FROM    JAMES  MANNING.  545 

during  the  war,  was  productive  of  great  damage  to  it,  for  reparation  of 
which,  as  well  as  for  the  rents,  the  Corporation  sent  me  last  year  to  Con- 
gress, with  the  state  of  our  accounts,  and  claims,  and  sufficient  vouchers. 
We  obtained  a  hearing  before  a  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  subject 
of  the  petition,  and  obtained  a  favorable  report  ;  but  lost  it  before  Congress 
when  the  report  was  acted  upon.  Our  late  Professor  Howell  was  then  a 
member,  and  had  great  influence  ;  but  as  he  had  etFectually  opposed  some 
Continental  measures,  he  thinks  the  question  was  lost  by  that  means, 
together  with  the  small  number  of  states  on  the  floor.  By  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  he  is  not  again  eligible  for  three  years,  nor  could  we  find  any 
man  probably  to  be  chosen,  who  would  deeply  interest  himself  for  the  Col- 
lege. This  induced  me,  at  his  earnest  importunity,  together  with  his  giv- 
ing the  greatest  encouragement  that  a  grant  might  be  obtained,  to  accept 
the  unanimous  appointment  of  our  Legislature  at  their  late  session,  as  their 
first  delegate  till  next  November,  an  appointment  to  me  most  unexpected, 
as  I  had  considered  politics  out  of  my  province,  and  on  that  account  had 
declined  a  former  nomination  to  that  office. 

James  Manning  to  Gov.  Collins. 

New  York,  May  26th,  1786. 
Sir:  —  Agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  their 
session  at  Greenwich,  I  proceeded  to  New  York  and  took  my  seat  in  Con- 
gress, as  a  delegate,  the  2d  of  this  instant,  in  full  expectation  that  General 
Miller  would  follow  me  in  a  few  days,  with  the  necessary  supply  of  money 
to  support  us.  But,  to  my  surprise,  I  have  not  heard  from  the  General 
since  my  departure  from  Rhode  Island.  Destitute  of  money  to  defray  my 
necessary  expenses,  and  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  the  reasons  of  the  General's 
delay,  you  must  naturally  conclude  that  my  situation  is  far  from  being 
agreeable. 

I  wish  to  be  informed  whether  the  State  means  to  support  a  representa- 
tion in  Congress  or  not,  that  I  may  act  accordingly  My  private  purse  will 
not  support  me  here,  and  you,  sir,  know  the  expense  attending  this,  charac- 
ter too  well  to  be  informed  that  money  in  hand  is  necessary  for  the  support 
of  your  delegation.  Congress  is  highly  displeased  with  the  conduct  of 
Ehode  Island,  in  not  sending  forward  her  delegates.  I  have  made  the  best 
apology  I  could  for  this  neglect,  but  am  obliged  now  to  be  silent,  as  I  have 
no  advice  on  the  subject. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  this  honorable  Body  is  not  a  little 

alarmed  at  the  present  crisis  ;  with  an  empty  treasury,  while  pressed  on  all 

sides  for  money  ;  the  requisitions  not  complied  with  in  many  of  the  states  ; 

the  collection  of  taxes  postponed ;  our  trade  embarrassed  and  almost  pros- 
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trate  ;  and  the  Barbary  powers  fitting  out  more  formidable  armaments  than 
ever  sailed  out  of  the  Straits.  Great  Britain,  too,  through  our  Minister,  has 
absolutely  refused  the  surrender  of  the  western  ports,  until  the  United  States 
comply,  on  their  part,  with  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty,  which  provides 
that  British  merchants  shall  be  under  uo  legal  impropriety  of  recovering,  in 
sterling  money,  their  bona  fide  debts  from  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Against  this  article,  (since  the  passing  of  the  money  bill  in  our  State,) 
nine  states  in  the  Confederacy  have  passed  acts,  and  several  of  the  Indian 
tribes,  as  we  learn  from  recent  dispatches,  have  already  commenced  hostili- 
ties on  our  western  frontier. 

This  is  our  deplorable  situation,  and  Congress  is  obliged  this  day  to  adjourn 
for  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  states,  to  proceed  in  the  necessary  and 
most  important  business  of  the  Confederacy.  In  a  word,  sir,  all  the  old 
members  have  looked  serious,  and  are  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the  Confed- 
eracy. A  motion  is  made,  and  it  is  proposed  to  assign  a  day  to  go  into  the 
state  of  the  nation,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  that  we  may  send 
forward  to  the  states  without  loss  of  time,  the  dangerous  situation  of  the 
Federal  government,  that  they  may  acquit  themselves  of  censure  should 
disastrous  events  happen  through  the  neglect  of  the  states.  This  motion 
has  only  been  postponed  for  a  fuller  representation,  as  they  were  in  daily 
expectation  of  having  both  Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire  on  the  floor. 

I  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  above  is  not  an  exaggerated  account,  but  done 
in  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness. 

We  have  lately  been  employed  in  reducing  the  expenses  of  the  civil  list, 
which  we  have  done  upwards  of  ten  thousand  dollars  ;  nor  do  we  mean  to 
stop  here,  but  embrace  every  opportunity  to  retrench  as  much  as  possible 
the  expenses  of  the  Federal  government. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  think  the  present  delegation  in 
Congress,  Rhode  Island  apart,  possess  great  patriotism,  ability  and 
unanimity,  but  the  want  of  energy  in  the  Federal  government,  and  in  the 
respective  governments  of  the  states  is,  by  every  true  friend  of  this  country, 
to  be  lamented. 

With  the  highest  sentiments  of  esteem,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

JAMES  MANNING. 

James  Manning  to  Nathan  Miller. 

New  York,  7th  of  June,  1786. 

Dear  Sir  :  — I  think,  if  for  a  moment  you  would  figure  to  yourself  my 

situation  alone  here  for  more  than  a  month,  reduced  to  tlie  very  last  guinea 

and  a  trifle  of  change,  which   is  the  case  ;  my  lodging,   washing,  barber's, 

hatter's,  tailor's  bills,  &c.,  not  paid,  without  the  favor  of  a  single  line  from 
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you,  advising  me  whether  you  meau  to  come  or  not,  and  sending  forward  the 
one  hundred  dollars  on  hand,  which  you  proposed  doing  from  the  election, 
if  you  was  not  likely  to  follow  me  soon.  I  say,  if  you  would  but  realize  my 
situation,  you  could  not  but  pity  me  from  your  heart.  I  wrote  you  long 
since  ;  I  begged  an  answer  from  you,  one  way  or  another,  that  I  might  know 
what  measures  to  take.  But  as  I  am  now  situated,  I  can  neither  stay  nor  go, 
except  to  the  new  City  Hall,  if  my  creditors  exact  it,  and  strangers  have  no 
more  compassion  on  me  than  the  State  that  appointed  me.  I  must  entreat 
you  to  forward  that  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  if  no  more  can  be  had,  by 
the  first  opportunity,  with  a  line  advising  me  of  your  future  intentions. 
Matters  highly  interesting  to  this  Confederacy,  and  indeed,  I  think  the  ques- 
tion Avhether  the  Federal  government  shall  long  exist,  are  now  before  Con- 
gress, and  there  are  not  states  sufficient  to  transact  the  necessary  business, 
as  Ave  have  now  barely  nine  states  on  the  floor.  Our  affairs  are  come  very 
much  to  a  point,  and  if  the  states  continue  to  neglect  keeping  up  their  dele- 
gations in  Congress  the  Federal  government  must  ipso  facto  dissolve.  I 
have  written  the  Governor  on  these  subjects  and  desired  his  answer,  whether 
we  should  keep  up  our  delegation  or  not.  I  shall  wait  till  a  reasonable  time 
for  an  answer  from  you,  and  quit  if  I  do  not  receive  it.  Send  me  by  the 
post,  or  packets.  Frank  your  letter  by  the  post.  I  shall  impatiently  wait 
the  event,  and  with  sentiments  of  esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

JAMES  MANNING. 

James  Manning  to  Nathan  Miller. 

New  York,  12th  of  June,  1786. 

Sir  :  — Your's  of  the  27th  ult.  came  to  hand  two  days  ago.  Am  mortified 
exceedingly  that  you  have  not  come  forward,  nor  sent  on  the  money  on  hand, 
for  I  am  reduced  to  but  a  few  shillings,  and  my  bills  are  not  paid.  My  situ- 
ation, without  a  colleague,  without  money,  and  without  any  instructions  or 
favorable  prospects  from  government,  is  painful.  Rhode  Island  has  not 
many  more  strides  to  make  to  complete  her  disgrace,  and  ruin,  too  ;  but  that 
is  not  all.  She  is  likely  to  hold  a  distinguished  rank  amongst  the  contribu- 
tors to  the  ruin  of  the  Federal  government. 

Never,  probably,  was  a  full  delegation  of  the  states  more  necessary  than 
now,  for  you  may  rest  assured,  that  in  the  opinion  of  every  member  of  Con- 
gress, and  in  the  several  departments,  things  are  come  to  a  crisis  with  the 
Federal  government.  You  say  you  think  the  present  House  do  not  want  a 
Congress  ;  they  may,  it  is  more  than  probable,  very  soon  see  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  wishes,  for  without  a  speedy  reform  in  the  policy 
of  the  states,   the  Federal   government  must  be  no  more.  The  flagrant 
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violations  of  the  public  faith,  solemnly  plighted  in  the  late  emissions  of 
paper  money,  on  the  conditions  on  which  it  is  emitted,  is  here  considered  as 
the  completion  of  our  ruin  as  a  nation  ;  but  I  wrote  you  before  on  this 
subject ;  it  is  too  painful  to  repeat.  Pray  send  me  on  the  money  in  hand, 
or  come  and  bring  it  yourself  without  loss  of  time  ;  at  least  write  me  by 
every  vessel.     With  sentiments  of  esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

JAMES  MANNING. 


James  Manning  to  Gov.  Collins. 

New  York,  June  23d,  1786. 

Sir  :  —  Not  long  since,  I  wrote  you  and  gave  the  information  which  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  give,  since  which,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
states  to  transact  any  business  of  importance,  little  has  been  done  ;  and  for 
several  weeks  past  Congress  has  been,  the  greatest  part  of  the  time,  under 
the  necessity  of  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  as  they  could  not  make  a  Con- 
gress, though  business  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  Union  demands  the 
decision  of  Congress. 

Those  states  who  keep  up  their  delegation  are  not  a  little  displeased  with 
the  delinquent  states  ;  and  it  is  the  unanimous  voice  and  opinion  of  those  on 
the  floor  of  Congress  that  a  continuance  of  this  neglect  will,  ere  long,  be 
attended  with  the  most  serious,  not  to  say  the  most  fatal  consequences.  On 
this  head  I  am  full,  I  think,  of  well  founded  fears. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  session  in 
February,  I,  on  the  27th  of  April,  ult.,  embarked  for  New  York,  and 
immediately  took  my  seat  in  Congress,  in  the  full  expectation  that  the  State 
determined  to  support  a  delegation. 

But  I  have  not  received  a  single  dollar  to  defray  the  great  expenses 
attendant  upon  my  present  situation.  As  I  was  not  in  cash  of  my  own,  I 
could  not  discharge  my  bills,  and  they  consequently  all  remain  unpaid,  and 
that  to  my  no  small  mortification  ;  and  this  must  remain  to  be  the  case  till  I 
experience  the  assistance  of  the  State.  Add  to  this,  I  am  without  a  col- 
league without  whom  the  State  cannot  have  a  voice. 

I  now  solicit  explicit  directions  from  the  Legislature  in  reference  to  my 
future  conduct.  My  present  situation  is  peculiarly  disagreeable,  and  I  beg 
your  Excellency,  as  early  as  possible  in  the  session,  to  lay  my  request  before 
the  House,  that  I  may  have  their  ultimatum,  whether  they  mean  to  sup- 
port a  delegation  or  not,  that  I  may  conduct  myself  accordingly. 

But  I  must  presume  that  that  honorable  Body  will  not  recall  me  without 
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furnishing  me  with   efficient   means   to   enable  me  to  leave  New  York  in  a 
way  which  may  not  wound  my  feelings,  nor  reflect  dishonor  on  the  State. 
Please  sir,  to  communicate  on  this  subject  without  loss  of  time. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

JAMES  I^IANNING. 

In  May,  1786,  John  Collins,  of  Xewport,  was  elected 
Governor  over  AVilliam  Greene,  who  had  held  the  office  from 
1778.  On  retiring  from  the  gubernatorial  chair,  Gov. 
Greene  remarked,  that  for  near  eight  years,  in  times  of  great 
difficulties  and  trouble,  he  "had  the  honor  of  the  votes  of 
his  fellow  freemen  of  the  State,  with  scarce  a  dissenting 
vote,"  and  that,  until  very  recently,  he  had  "  not  known  that 
there  was  any  dissatisfaction."  He  stated  that  groundless 
reports  to  his  prejudice  had  been  privately  circulated,  so  that 
they  did  not  come  to  his  knowledge  until  after  the  town 
meetings.    Then,  turning  to  the  Governor  elect,  he  added: — 

Now,  sir,  I  am  ready  to  resign  the  chair  to  you,  at  least  for  the  term  of 
one  year,  and  I  hope  that  where  I  have  missed  it  in  any  thing,  you  may  be 
able  to  mend  it. 

Three  causes  contributed  to  this  change  in  the  officers  of 
the  State.  At  the  February  session  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, 1786,  a  motion  was  made  for  a  new  emission  of  bills  of 
credit.  Governor  Greene,  with  his  friends,  opposed  it,  and 
it  was  rejected  in  the  House,  in  which  it  originated,  by  a 
vote  of  almost  two  to  one.  At  the  same  session,  a  qualified 
grant  of  a  five  per  cent,  impost  on  foreign  goods  passed  both 
Houses  of  the  Assembly ;  and  at  a  session  in  March,  the 
Assembly  also  granted  to  Congress  the  right  to  regulate  the 
foreign  commerce  of  the  states.  The  friends  of  the  first 
measure,  and  the  opponents  of  the  other  two  coalesced  in 
the  paper  money  party,  which  raised  Gov.  Collins  to  the 
office  of  Governor,  and  elected  a  majority  of  both  Houses 
favorable  to  then*  views. 
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At  the  session  in  May,  the  Assembly  passed  an  act  for  the 
emission  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  paper  money, 
to  be  apportioned  among  the  towns,  and  loaned  to  individuals 
on  mortgage  of  real  estate  of  double  the  value  of  each  loan, 
for  seven  years,  at  an  annual  interest  of  four  per  cent.,  the 
principal  being  payable  after  seven  }ears,  in  seven  equal 
annual  instalments,  without  interest.  The  emitting  act  made 
the  bills  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  all  contracts,  and  a 
refusal  to  receive  them  cancelled  the  debt.  Subsequently 
more  stringent  measures  were  adopted,  to  give  the  bills  a 
currency,  but  legislation  was  not  able  to  sustain  their  credit. 

At  the  June  session,  the  Assembly  directed  the  General 
Treasurer  to  advance  to  each  of  the  delegates  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  in  interest  certificates  or  Loan  Office  certifi- 
cates, which  they  were  to  dispose  of  and  account  for.  At 
the  same  time,  they  directed  that  seventy-five  dollars  in  spe- 
cie should  be  paid  to  Mr.  Manning,  and  twenty-five  dollars 
to  Mr.  Miller,  in  specie,  and  repealed  the  resolution  passed 
at  the  time  of  their  election,  in  February,  for  advancing  to 
each  of  them  three  hundred  dollars,  which  advance  they  had 
not  then  received.  Certainly  the  State  did  not  pay  their 
delegates  very  punctually,  or  offer  to  pay  them  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner. 

This  will  appear  from  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Manning  to  his  intimate  friend.  Dr.  Hezekiah  Smith,  of 
Haverhill,  Mass.,  which  we  also  find  in  Guild's  Life  of  Man- 
ning. This  letter  bears  date  "  Providence,  January  18,  1787." 
He  writes: — 

The  paper  money  of  this  State  has  run  down  to  six  for  one,  notwith- 
standing which,  the  Legislature  continue  it  as  a  tender,  and  maan  to  do  so  and 
pay  off  all  the  State  debts  with  it,  be  it  as  bad  as  it  may.  At  the  last  ses- 
sion I  petitioned  them  to  pay  my  advance,  and  the  remainder  of  my  salary 
as  delegate,  amounting  to  upwards  of  four  hundred  dollars.  This  they  offered 
to  do  in  their  paper,  but  in  no  other  way.  ]iesides,  they  ordered  all  the 
import  orders  brought  in  and  exchanged  in  the  treasury  for  paper  at  par, 
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so  that  I  must  lose  five-sixths  of  my  salary  so  paid  to  me.  A  more 
infamous  set  of  meu  under  the  character  of  a  legislature,  never,  I  believe, 
disgraced  the  annals  ol  the  world ;  and  there  is  no  prospect  of  any  change 
for  the  better. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  Dr.  Manning  wrote  with  some  feeling 
on  this  subject,  for  he  says  in  another  part  of  the  same  letter: 

I  was  taken  sick  the  day  after  the  second  great  snow,  with  no  provi- 
sions in  the  cellar,  except  one  hundred  weight  of  cheese,  two  barrels  of 
cider  and  some  potatoes,  with  not  a  load  of  wood  at  my  door  ;  nor  could  I 
command  a  single'  dollar  to  supply  these  wants.  The  kindness  of  my  neigh- 
bors, however,  kept  me  from  suffering. 

But  he  was  not  alone,  nor  his  the  only  instance  of  want 
and  suffering.  Throughout  the  whole  country  the  wail  of 
destitution  and  sorrow  was  raised.  The  long  war  had  drained 
the  states  of  the  manufactures  of  Europe.  They  had  little 
of  their  own  manufactures  to  supply  their  place.  Merchants 
had  almost  monopolized  the  silver  and  gold  to  meet  their  or- 
ders for  their  supplies  from  Europe.  Meanwhile,  the  tax- 
gatherer  was  inexorable,  for  the  wants  of  government  were 
pressing  and  very  large  in  amount.  Rhode  Island  resorted 
to  a  paper  currency  based  on  individual  responsibility,  and 
pledge  of  real  estate,  as  a  remedy  for  the  evils  pressing  on 
the  citizens.  It  was  a  palliative  at  best,  and  no  remedy.  The 
means  employed  to  give  it  currency,  failed,  because  there  was 
no  faith  in  its  ultimate  redemption.  The  history  of  paper 
currency  issued  as  well  by  the  United  States  as  the  states  indi- 
vidually, was  too  fresh  in  recollection.  Other  states  resorted 
to  stop-laws,  and  legislation  interfering  between  debtor  and 
creditor.  In  one  state,  at  least,  a  rebellion  broke  out,  setting 
at  defiance  the  officers  of  the  law,  and  threatening  at  one  time, 
anarchy  and  confusion. 

The  evils  to  be  remedied  were  great.  The  people  smart- 
ing under  them  demanded  their  instant  removal,  unwilling 
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to  wait  for  the  relief  which  industry,  frugality  and  patience 
would  surely  produce.  The  emission  of  paper  money  by  the 
General  Assemby  of  this  State,  was  most  unwise  ;  the  at- 
tempt to  force  its  circulation,  unjust  in  the  extreme.  They 
preferred  these  measures  to  the  anarchy,  rebellion  and  blood- 
shed, which  seemed  the  only  other  alternative. 

The  paper  money  party  retained  the  ascendency  in  the 
State  till  the  spring  of  1 789,  when  their  power  was  sensibly 
on  the  decline. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  Congress  had  failed  to  obtain 
from  the  states  a  grant  of  the  five  per  cent,  impost  proposed 
by  the  resolution  of  the  3d  of  February,  1781,  and  that  after- 
wards, on  the  18th  of  April,  1783,  they  proposed  the  grant  of 
an  impost  to  them,  varying  in  its  terms  from  that  of  1781, 
so  as  to  avoid  the  objections  which  prevented  the  making  of 
that  grant.  Notwithstanding  the  vital  importance  of  imme- 
diate action  on  this  subject,  the  states  were  exceeding  dila- 
tory in  their  movements.  The  address  from  Congress  that 
accompanied  it,  did  not  receive  that  attention  which  it  de- 
served. A  committee  of  Congress  on  the  3d  of  February, 
1786,  reported  that  all  the  states,  except  New  York  and 
Georgia,  "  had  complied  in  some  degree,"  with  that  part  of 
the  recommendation  of  April,  1783,  relating  to  the  grant  of 
an  impost  to  Congress.  The  compliance  of  Rhode  Island  at 
this  time  had  been  made  by  the  General  Assembly,  at  their 
February  session,  1785.  It  was  embraced  in  an  act  enti- 
tled. 

An  Act  for  laying  a  duty  upon  imported  goods,  and  for  collecting  certain 
taxes  therein  enumerated,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  annually  this  State's 
proportion  of  the  national  debt  and  furnishing  the  treasury  with  supplies  for 
other  purposes. 

The  duties  imposed  by  this  act  were  the  same  in  amount 
as  named  in   the  recommendation  of   Congress.     It  varied 
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from  the  recommendation  in  this,  that  the  State  levied  the 
impost  instead  of  granting  powers  to  Congress  to  levy  it.  The 
act  also  imposed  a  tax  of  one  Spanish  milled  dollar  upon 
every  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  State,  a  poll  tax  of 
the  same  amount,  and  a  like  amount  on  every  horse  over  two 
years  old.  The  impost,  Avas  to  be  collected  by  persons  appoint- 
ed by  and  amenable  to  the  State,  and  the  taxes  were  to  be 
assessed  and  collected  as  other  State  taxes.  Of  the  money 
received  from  impost,  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars  annu- 
ally was  appropriated  "  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of 
this  State's  proportion  of  the  foreign  debt  of  the  United 
States,"  to  be  paid  to  the  order  of  Congress.  The  surplus 
of  the  impost  and  the  whole  of  the  taxes  were  appropriated  to 
"  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  internal  debt  of  the 
United  States  due  within  this  State." 

This  was  by  its  terms  to  go  into  effect  whenever  the  other 
states  "  shall  agree  to  the  impost  aforesaid  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,"  and  shall  have 
provided  other  adequate  funds  to  meet  their  quotas  of  one 
million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  according  to  the  requi- 
sition of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  April,  1783.  It  was  to 
continue  in  force  twenty-five  years  from  the  time  it  went  into 
effect.  By  comparing  this  act  with  the  recommendations  of 
Congress,  it  will  be  very  apparent  that  it  was  a  compliance 
only  in  a  very  small  "  degree,"  with  it. 

Another  committee  of  Congress  appointed  specially  to  ex- 
amine the  legislation  of  the  states  on  that  subject,  reported 
February  15th,  1786: — 

That  seven  states,  viz. :  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina  have  granted 
the  impost  in  such  manner,  that  if  the  other  six  states  had  made  similar 
grants,  the  plan  of  the  general  impost  might  immediately  begin  to  operate  ; 
that  two  other  states,  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  have  also  granted  the 
impost,  but  have  conaected  their  grants  with  provisos  which  will  suspend 
their  operation  until  all  the  other  states  shall  have  passed  laws  in  full  con- 


554 


RHODE    ISLAND    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 


formity  with  the  whole  of  the  revenue  aforesaid ;  that  two  only  of  these 
nine  states,  viz.,  Delaware  and  North  Carolina,  have  fully  acceded  to  that 
system  iu  all  it«  parts,  and  that  the  four  other  states,  viz.,  Rhode  Island, 
New  York,  Maryland  and  Georgia,  have  not  decided  in  favor  of  any  part  of 
the  system  of  revenue  aforesaid,  so  long,  since  aud  so  repeatedly  presented 
by  Congress  for  their  adoption. 

Congress,  on  the  report  of  this  committee,  again  recom- 
mended the  subject  to  the  states  and  urged  them  to  perfect 
the  grant  without  delay.  In  February,  1786,  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State  took  the  subject  into  consideration, 
and  passed  an  act  entitled, 

An  Act  giving  and  granting  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, certain  imposts  and  duties  on  foreign  goods  imported  into  this  state, 
and  for  the  particular  purpose  of  paying  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
debt  contracted  iu  the  prosecution  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

This  act  clogs  the  grant  with  several  provisions,  not  includ- 
ed, if  not  repitgnant  to  the  grant  as  originally  asked  for  by 
Congress. 

From  the  proceedings  of  Congress  on  the  23d  of  August, 
1786,  it  appears  that  all  the  states,  except  New  York,  had 
"  granted  the  impost  by  acts  vesting  this  power,  with  certain 
qualifications,  exclusively  in  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled."  The  legislature  of  New  York  had  had  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration  and  passed  an  act,  which  was  not 
by  Congress  found  to  be  in  compliance  with  their  recom- 
mendation of  April  18,  1783.  Congress  requested  the  Gov- 
ernor of  that  state  to  call  a  special  session  to  reconsider  and 
amend  their  act.  This,  the  Governor  declined  to  do,  alledg- 
ing  that  he  had  power  to  convene  the  legislature  only  on 
extraordinary  occasions,  and  that  this  w^s  not  an  extraordinay 
occasion,  as  the  legislature  had  already  passed  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Thus  ended  the  attempt  of  Congress  to  obtain  the  power 
from  the  states  to  levy  and  collect  duties  on  imported  goods. 
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Among  the  very  many  important  matters  that  engaged  the 
attention  of  Congress,  was  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States.  A  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Gerry,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Mr.  Read,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Williamson,  of 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Chase,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Jeflferson, 
of  Virginia,  made  a  report  on  the  30th  of  April,  1784,  in 
which  they  state,  among  other  things,  that  Great  Britain  had 
"  adopted  regulations  destructive  of  our  commerce  with  her 
West  Indies."  That  these  "  measures  are  growing  into  a 
system.  It  would  be  the  duty  of  Congress,  as  it  is  their 
wish,  to  ineet  the  attempts  of  Great  Britain  with  similar 
restrictions  on  her  commerce,  but  their  powers  on  this  head 
are  not  explicit."     They  go  on  to  say :  — 

Unless  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  shall  be  vested  with 
powers  competent  to  the  protection  of  commerce,  they  can  never  command 
reciprocal  advantages  in  trade  ;  and,  without  these,  our  foreign  commerce 
must  decline  and  eventually  be  annihilated. 

They  recommended  the  passage  of  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  Congress  at  once  adopted  :  — 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  legislatures 
of  the  several  states,  to  vest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  for 
the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  power  to  prohibit  any  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandise from  being  imported  into,  or  exported  from  any  of  the  states,  in 
vessels  belonging  to  or  navigated  by  the  subjects  of  any  power  with  whom 
these  states  shall  not  have  formed  treaties  of  commerce. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  legislatures 
of  the  several  states  to  vest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  for 
the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  the  power  of  prohibiting  the  subjects  of  any 
foreign  state,  kingdom  or  empire,  unless  authorized  by  treaty,  from  importing 
into  the  United  States  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  which  are  not  the 
produce  or  manufacture  ot  the  dominions  of  the  sovereign  whose  subjects 
they  are. 

Provided,  That,  to  all  acts  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
in  pursuance  of  the  above  powers,  the  assent  of  nine  states  shall  be 
necessary. 
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Though  the  necessity  of  united  action,  to  remedy  the  evils 
existing,  must  have  been  very  apparent,  the  states  were  neg- 
ligent in  their  attention  to  the  measure  proposed  by  Congress 
for  a  remedy.  It  was  not  until.  March  3d,  1786,  that  the 
attention  of  Congress  was  called  to  their  legislation  in  rela- 
tion to  it.  On  that  day,  a  committee  reported  that  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Virginia  had  assented 
to  the  grant  and  passed  laws  conformable  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  Congress  ;  that  neither  Delaware,  South  Caro- 
lina, nor  Georgia  had  acted  on  the  subject ;  that  Connecti- 
cut, Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland,  in  their  grants  had  varied 
from  the  recommendation,  in  the  time  when  the  grant  should 
take  effect ;  that  New  Hampshire  had  granted  full  powers 
to  regulate  their  trade  by  restrictions  or  duties  for  fifteen 
yaars,  with  a  proviso  that  the  act  shall  be  suspended,  until 
all  the  states  had  granted  similar  powers  ;  that  North  Caro- 
lina had  passed  an  act  embracing  foreign  commerce,  unre- 
stricted in  duration,  to  go  into  effect  when  all  the  other  states 
shall  pass  similar  acts,  and  to  become  one  of  the  Articles  of 
Confederation ;  and  that  Rhode  Island  had  granted  certain 
powers,  clogged  by  certain  conditions. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  act  passed  by  this  State  in 
February,  1785: — 

An  Act  vesting  Congress  with  the  power  of  regulating  foreign  trade  :  — 

Be  it  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the  authority 
THEREOF  IT  IS  ENACTED,  That  the  delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress 
assembled  be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  this  State,  to  agree  to  and  ratify  any  article  or  articles  by 
which  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  empowered  to  reg- 
ulate, restrain  or  prohibit  the  importation  of  all  foreign  goods,  in  any  ships 
or  vessels  other  than  those  owned  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  of  them,  and  navigated  by  seamen  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  such 
proportion  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  any  of  them,  as  from  time  to 
time  may  be  agreed  upon  by  nine  states  in  Congress  assembled.  And  the 
article  or  articles  containing  the  powers  aforesaid,  or  a  power  substantially 
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the  same,  "when  agreed  to  by  all  the  other  states  in  the  Union,  shall   be  in 
force  twenty-five  years  and  no  longer. 

It  will  be  readily  seen  that  this  did  not  confer  the  power 
recommended. 

Congress,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  recommended 
the  states  to  conform  their  legislation  to  the  terms  of  their 
original  resolutions. 

In  pursuance  of  this  recommendation,  this  State,  in  March, 
1786,  passed  another  act  on  this  subject,  in  such  form  that  a 
committee  of  Congress,  on  the  23d  of  October,  reported  it 
conformable  to  the  resolution  of  April  30th,  178-1 ;  and  fur- 
ther, that  if  "New  Hampshire  and  North  Carolina  had  con- 
formed their  acts  to  the  said  resolution,  agreeably  to  the 
ui'gent  recommendation  of  Congress  on  the  3d  of  March  last, 
the  powers  therein  requested  might  immediately  begin  to 
operate." 

But  those  states  never  made  the  grant  requested,  in  the 
terms  proposed,  and  the  grant  so  solicited  never  was  com- 
pleted. 

If  Rhode  Island  was  dilatory  in  extending  the  powers  of 
Congress,  others  of  her  sister  states  were  more  so,  and  some 
persistently  obstinate  in  their  refusal  to  grant  powers  that 
were  solicited  and  really  necessary. 

It  would  not  be  strange  if  the  passage  of  the  acts  making 
these  grants  of  power  to  Congress  contributed  to  the  success 
of  the  paper  money  party,  in  the  spring  of  1786. 

The  following  instructions,  given  by  the  freemen  of  Smith- 
field,  to  their  representatives,  at  the  May  session  of  that  year, 
shows  that,  in  that  town,  at  least,  these  grants  had  their 
weight  in  the  election  :  — 
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"We  the  Freemen  of  the  town  of  Smithfield,  assembled  in  legal  town 
meeting  to  make  choice  of  Deputies  to  represent  us  in  General  Assembly 
at  next  May  session,  and  to  put  in  our  proxy  votes   for  general  officers, 
being  seriously  and  weightily  concerned  for  the  good  people  of  this  State, 
and  for  those  of  this  town  in  particular,  of  which  we  have  complete  knowl- 
edge, of  the  difficulties  and  oppressions  they  live  under. 
For  that  there  hath  been  several  heavy   and  unjust  taxes  brought  on, 
assessed,  and  collected  by  order  of  the  legislators  of  this   State,   and    the 
money  appropriated  to  them  where  it  was  not   one  half  due.     It  hath  been 
raised,  as  it  is  said,  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  money  put  into  the  Loan  Office, 
and  to  those  that  are  the  holders  of  other  public  securities,  when  the  money 
loaned  did  not  pass,  and  was  not  worth  one-quarter,  and  some  not  more  than 
twenty  for  one  in  silver  money.     And  many  o^  the  public  securities  origi- 
nated from  as  small  a  value.     The  certificates  were  given  for  paper  money, 
which  was  then  called  lawful  money,  and  have  not  been  liquidated  to  the 
just  value.     So  there  have  been  many  examples   where  one  year's  interest 
hath  been   paid   in  silver,  that   was   worth  more  than   the    principal  was, 
when  loaned.     And  at  this  time  there   is  another  tax  of  twenty  thousand 
pounds  ordered  and  assessed  on  this  little  and  oppressed  State,  and  ordered 
to  be  appropriated  in  as  unjust  manner  as  the  former,  which  ought  never  to 
be  collected  or  paid.  And  to  our  great  surprise  and  astonishment,  the  legis- 
lators of  this  State,  in  one  of  their  late  sessions,  complied  with  the  requisi- 
tion of  Congress,  wherein  was  contained  the  paying  of  the  interest  of  the 
loaned  money  on  the  principal  sum  loaned,  though  they  acknowledge  it  is 
subject  to  a  liquidation. 

And  also  did  pass  an  act  called  an  act,  giving  and  granting  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  an  impost  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  foreign  goods 
imported  into  this  State,  for  the  space  of  twenty-five  years,  to  be  collected  by  a 
Congress  officer  who  is  demeanable  to  none  living  but  Congi-ess,  and  it  is  said 
to  be  applied  to  pay  the  interest  and  principal  of  any  of  the  expenses  incur- 
red by  the  late  war.  And  as  there  is  none  to  call  Congress  to  account  for 
the  expenditures,  on  earth,  it  is  in  their  hands,  at  their  uncontrolled  will. 
If  the  Legislature  think  it  best  to  raise  money  by  impost,  we  have  not  a  word 
to  say  against  it.  And  at  the  same  time  we  are  sensible  it  is  raised  out  of 
the  consumer  of  the  goods.  But  we  are  of  opinion,  on  principles  well  found- 
ed, that  it  ought  to  be  collected  by  officers  of  the  State,  and  deposited  in  the 
general  treasury  and  disposed  of  by  the  General  Assembly.  If  the  cause 
of  the  impost  being  granted  at  this  lime  and  after  this  manner,  may  appear 
a  mystery,  but  about  three  years  ago  Congress  insisted  earnestly  for  the 
same  measures  and  employed  several  gentlemen,  one  of  which  was  Mr.  Paine, 
a  great  writer  in  favor  of  liberty,  to  attend  our  Assembly,  to  enforce  the 
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same.  But  all  to  no  purpose,  for  the  Assmbly  sincerely  and  manfully  op- 
posed it,  as  being  impolitic,  unconstitutional  and  unjust,  and  giving  up  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  State,  which  was  generally  acknowledged  by 
some  of  the  other  states  to  be  to  their  great  honor,  and  also  to  the  honor  of 
the  State  they  represented,  and  had  a  good  effect  in  the  other  states  that  had 
in  some  degree  complied  with  the  measure,  who  soon  repealed  the  same. 
And  what  the  cause  is  now,  we  do  not  pretend  to  affirm  ;  but  we  think  it 
favors  the  story  of  paying  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  loaned  money 
agreeable  to  the  face  of  the  certificates  without  liquidation.  These  proceed- 
ings we  think  to  be  grievances  of  a  high  nature,  and  not  only  think  them 
so,  but  we  feel  them  so,  and  that  the  same  in  truth  and  good  conscience 
ought  to  be  redressed,  and  in  order  thereto,  we  in  the  early  part  of  this 
meeting,  before  our  representatives  are  elected,  do  give  tl;e  following  instruc- 
tions to  those  that  rnay  be  chosen,  that  they  may  know  the  sense  of  this 
town  at  their  acceptance  of  that  important  trust. 

1st.  Whereupon,  our  advice  and  instructions  to  you,  gentlemen,  are, 
that  you  attend  the  General  Assembly  at  their  several  sittings  for  May  ses- 
sion ;  that  you  use  your  utmost  endeavors  and  influence  to  stop  and  hinder 
any  more  money  being  paid  in  this  State,  either  by  taxes,  impost,  or  any 
other  way,  for  interest  or  principal  on  Loan  Office  certificates,  or  any  public 
securities,  subject  to  a  liquidation,  till  the  just  value  they  originated  from  is 
known  and  the  same  be  reduced  thereto  ;  and  where  the  full  value  is  paid  on 
any  of  the  securities,  that  it  be  so  declared  and  the  same  cancelled ;  and  if 
more  be  paid  on  any,  then  what  is  right  and  equitable,  that  strict  justice 
may  be  done. 

2d.  That  you  use  your  utmost  endeavors  and  exert  yourselves  in  debates 
and  in  voting,  to  procure  that  part  of  an  act,  called  "  An  Act  granting  an 
impost  of  five  per  cent,  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  all 
foreign  goods  imported  into  this  State,"  to  be  repealed,  so  far  as  relates  to 
Congress,  or  to  the  officer  that  collects  the  same  being  a  Congress  officer 
or  demeanable  to  Congress  ;  and  that  the  General  Assembly  fill  up  and 
finish  that  part  of  the  act  which  they  left  to  Congress  to  do.  And  that 
the  collector  or  collectors  be  accountable  to  the  General  Treasurer,  and  the 
money  arising  on  the  impost  be  deposited  in  the  general  treasury  and  dis- 
posed of  by  the  General  Assembly. 

3d.  That  you  move  it  in  the  General  Assembly  that  proper  means  be 
used  and  applications  made  that  the  accounts  with  the  United  States  be  set- 
tled, and  that  this  State  may  know  what  we  have  to  pay  and  what  we  pay 
it  for,  and  that  we  pay  it  our  own  way.  And  that  you  do  not  order  any 
money  to  be  paid  for  the  United  States'  debts  till  this  be  done,  for  it  is  of 
the  uttermost  bad  consequence  to  lie,  as  it  doth  and  may  save  the  trouble  of 
many  requisitions  being  sent. 
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4th.  That  you  move  once  more,  that  a  more  equal  representation  be  liad 
in  this  State,  and  if  not  obtained,  we  think  we  ought  to  be  and  are  exone- 
rated from  paying  any  more  taxes  till  done. 

In  town  meeting  at  Smithfield,  April  19th,  178G.  The  within  requi- 
sitions were  read  and  debated  in  town  meeting,  and  voted  to  be 
given  as  instructions  to  the  representatives  of  this  town  in  General 
Assembly,  at  the  May  session  next. 

Witness,  DANIEL  MOWRY,  Town  Clerk. 

A  further  extract  from  the  letter  of  the  late  Hon.  Asher 
Robbms,  before  referred  to,  will  help  to  form  a  correct  esti- 
mate of  our  delegate,  Dr.  Manning  :  — 

Congress,  under  the  old  Confederation,  sat,  as  you  know,  in  conclave. 
No  report  of  their  debates  was  published.  How  far  Mr.  Manning  mingled 
in  them,  therefore,  I  cannot  say.  I  recollect  of  his  speaking  of  one  in 
which  he  participated,  (the  subject  I  have  forgotten,)  on  account  of  a  per- 
sonal controversy  to  which  it  gave  rise,  between  him  and  a  fiery  young 
man,  a  delegate  from  Georgia,  by  the  name,  I  think,  of  Houstoun.  The 
young  man,  in  his  speech,  had  reflected  upon  New  England  and  her  people. 
Mr.  Manning  repelled  the  attack,  and,  by  way  of  offset,  drew  a  picture  of 
Georgia  and  her  people.  This  so  nettled  the  young  man  that,  in  his  pas- 
sion, he  threatened  violence. 

The  next  day,  he  appeared  in  Congress  with  a  sword  by  his  side.  This 
produced,  at  once,  a  sensation  in  that  body,  the  symptoms  of  which  were 
so  alarming  that  he  thought  proper  to  withdi'aw,  take  off  his  sword  and 
send  it  home  by  his  servant.  In  the  course  of  the  day,  he  took  an  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  with  Mr.  Manning,  and  to  make  him  an  apology. 

He  must  have  given  himself  much  to  business  there,  as  he  seemed  to  be 
master  of  all  the  important  questions  which  had  been  debated,  and  could 
give  the  arguments  pro  and  con  offered  by  the  different  speakers. 

The  famous  Dr.  Johnson,  of  Connecticut,  was  a  member  at  the  same 
time,  with  whom  Mr.  Manning  became  intimate,  and  of  whom  he  always 
spoke  with  admiration.  The  Doctor  cnce  paid  him  the  compliment  of 
holding  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,  which  Mr.  Manning  very  highly  valued, 
as  coming  from  such  a  man.  It  was  upon  the  occasion  of  drawing  up  a 
report  for  a  committee,  of  which  both  were  members,  and  which  report  the 
Doctor  professed  to  be  much  pleaded  with. 

In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Hezekiah  Smith,  under  date  of  May  17th, 
1786,  Mr.  Manning  says:  — 
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I  am  treated  with  respect  by  Congress  and  the  heads  of  departments. 
The  present  Congress  possesses  great  integrity  and  a  good  share  of  ability, 
but  for  want  of  more  states  on  the  floor,  the  public  and  important  business 
is  from  day  to  day  neglected.  We  are,  however,  in  daily  expectation  of  a 
fuller  delegation. 

On  the  first  Monday  in  November,  1785,  the  7th  day  of  the 
month,  the  new  Congress  convened  at  New  York.  On  that 
day  three  states  were  present,  and  three  members  from  three 
other  states.  No  quorum  of  states  was  formed  until  Novem- 
ber 23d.  Congress  then  elected  John  Hancock,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, for  their  President.  As  he  was  not  present  at  the 
time,  they  elected  David  Ramsay,  a  delegate  from  South 
Carolina,  Chairman.  He  presided  in  Congress  until  his  term 
of  office  as  delegate  expired,  when,  on  the  15th  of  May, 
Nathaniel  Gorham,  a  delegate  from  Massachusetts,  was 
elected  Chairman  in  his  place.  Mr.  Hancock  was  detained 
from  Congress  by  illness.  On  the  5th  day  of  June,  he  resigned 
his  office  of  President,  and  Mr.  Gorham  was  elected  Presi- 
dent the  day  following,  holding  the  office  until  the  first  Mon- 
day in  November,  1786. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Ramsay,  before  given,  describes  the  dil- 
atoriness  of  the  delegates,  and  the  negligence  of  the  states, 
for  the  first  three  months  of  the  session.  During  that  period, 
only  seven  states,  a  bare  quorum  for  ordinary  business,  were 
present  at  any  one  time.  Such  of  the  business  as  required 
the  assent  of  nine  states  was  delayed,  of  course. 

Notwithstanding  that  letter,  no  delegate  appeared  from 
this  State  until  May  3d,  when  IVIr.  Manning  took  his  seat. 
Mr.  Miller  appeared  in  Congress  on  the  l4th  of  July.  Up 
to  this  time,  this  State  had  no  vote  on  any  question  before 
Congress.  After  this,  both  delegates  were  in  attendance 
during  the  Congress. 

In  January,  1786,  the  state  of  Virginia  proposed  a  con- 
vention of   states,   to  be  held  in   Annapolis,  on  the  first 
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Monday  in  September,  "  for  the  purpose  of  framing  such 
regulations  of  trade  as  may  be  judged  necessary  to  promote 
the  general  interest,"  and  appointed  delegates  to  attend  it. 
The  Governor  of  that  state  communicated  the  proposition  to 
the  Governor  of  this  State  soon  after  it  passed  the  legislature 
of  Virginia.  It  was  not  acted  upon  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly until  the  June  session,  if  communicated  to  them  before 
that  time.  They  then  appointed  the  Hon.  Jabez  Bowen  and 
Christopher  Champlin,  Esq.,  commissioners  to  attend  the 
proposed  convention,  stating  in  the  vote  of  their  appoint- 
ment the  object  to  be, 

To  take  into  consideration  the  trade  of  the  United  States  ;  to  examine  the 
relative  situations  and  trade  of  the  said  states  ;  to  consider  how  far  a  uniform 
system,  in  their  commercial  regulations,  may  be  necessary  to  their  common 
interest  and  permanent  harmony,  and  to  report  to  the  several  states  such  an 
act  relative  to  this  important  object  as,  when  unanimously  ratified  by  them, 
will  enable  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  effectually  to  provide 
for  the  same. 

At  the  same  session,  afterwards,  Samuel  Ward,  Esq., 
was  appointed  commissioner  in  the  place  of  Christopher 
Champlin. 

This  convention  met  on  the  11th  day  of  September.  Com- 
missioners appeared  representing  the  states  of  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Virginia.  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  North  Carolina,  as  well  as  Khode 
Island,  had  elected  commissioners  to  represent  them,  but 
none  of  these  commissioners  were  present  during  the 
session  of  the  convention,  which  closed  on  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember. The  commissioners  of  this  State  were  on  their  way 
to  the  convention  when  it  adjourned. 

The  convention  did  not  enter  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  objects  of  their  appointment,  on  account  of  the  small 
number  of  states  represented  in  it,  further  than  to  draw  up 
a  report  referring  to  the  great  importance  of  those  objects 
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and  suggesting  the  holding  of  another  convention  at  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  second  Monday  in  May,  1787,  with  enlarged 
powers.  This  report,  signed  by  the  commissioners  present, 
was  sent  to  the  legislatures  of  the  states  they  represented, 
and  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  18th  of  April,  1786,  Mr.  William  Ellery  was  ap- 
pointed by  Congress,  Commissioner  of  the  Continental  Loan 
Office  in  this  State  in  place  of  Joseph  Clarke,  who  had  re- 
signed that  office. 

The  Assembly,  at  their  June  session  following,  directed 
the  General  Treasurer  to  apply  immediately  to  the  Loan  Of- 
fice, "  for  interest  certificates  for  the  interest  due  on  the  Con- 
tinental Loan  Office  certificates  in  the  general  treasury,  be- 
longing to  the  State."  Mr.  Ellery  replied  to  this  by  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  Gov.  Collins  : — 

Loan  Office,  June  28th,  1786. 

Sir  :  — The  General  Treasurer  of  the  State  was  this  forenoon  at  my  office 
and  brought  with  him  a  great  number  of  Loan  Office  certificates  belonging 
to  the  State  and  a  vote  of  the  honorable  Assembly,  containing  a  request 
that  I  Avould  immediately  issue  and  deliver  to  him  the  interest  certificates 
due  thereon. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  honorable  the  General  Assembly, 
that  it  is  the  invariable  rule  and  practice  of  the  office  to  issue  indents  of  inter- 
est in  turn,  and  that  two  hundred  and  sixty  names  of  persons  unserved  stood 
docketed  on  my  list  before  the  General  Treasurer  presented  the  certificates 
of  the  State. 

I  am,  indeed,  not  a  little  embarrassed  by  this  request ;  it  is  my  wish  to 
gratify  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and  at  the  same  time  not  to  offend  a 
great  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  State,  whose  demands  for  the  interest 
of  their  certificates  are  exceedingly  urgent.  However,  if  the  honorable 
Assembly  should  think  proper,  after  this  representation,  to  continue  their 
request,  I  shall  take  up  the  certificates  belonging  to  the  State  and  deliver 
out  the  indents  to  the  General  Treasurer  as  soon  as  I  can,  hopiiif  that  the 
owners  of  certificates  Avhose  names  are  already  enrolled,  will  not  be  offend- 
ed at  me  by  their  business  being  in  this  measure  postponed. 
I  am,  with  sentiments  of  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ELLERY. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Collins. 
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The  Assembly,  at  their  August  session,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolution :  — 

Whereas,  Some  doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  currency  of  this  State 
is  receivable  in  payment  at  the  General  Treasury  in  discharge  of  the  Conti- 
nental taxes  in  arrears,  as  well  the  last  as  any  previous  tax, 

It  is  therefore  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  said  Continental  taxes 
in  arrear,  be  paid  by  the  citizens  of  this  State,  to  the  several  collectors  of 
taxes,  in  the  paper  currency  lately  emitted  by  this  State,  in  the  facilities 
issued  by  the  Loan  Offices  of  the  United  States  for  the  interest  due  on  the 
Loan  Oflfice  certificates  and  other  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States  ;  in 
the  certificates  issued  by  the  General  Treasurer  ;  or  in  the  certificates  issued 
by  the  General  Treasurer  to  the  invalids  ;  all  of  which  shall  be  received, 
and  the  General  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  receive  the  same,  of  the 
several  collectors  in  payment  of  any  of  the  aforesaid  taxes. 

This  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  measures  adopted  to  give 
currency  to  the  paper  money  of  1786.  It  would  seem  that 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office,  soon  after  this,  discon- 
tinued the  issuing  "  indents  of  interest,"  which  led  to  the 
following  resolution  of  Congress  on  the  30th  of  October : — 

Resolved.  That  it  would  have  been  improper  to  have  continued  the  issue 
of  indents  of  interest  iu  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions, after  the  act  of  said  State  declaring  their  paper  currency  receivable 
in  payment  of  Federal  taxes  ;  and  that  the  conduct  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Loan  Office  in  said  State,  in  discontinuing,  .on  that  account,  the  further 
issuing  of  indents  of  interest  be,  and  it  is  hereby  approved. 

The  subject  came  again  before  Congress  on  the  8th  of 
March,  1787,  when  it  was, 

Resolved,  That  when  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  shall  have  completed 
the  payment  of  her  specie  quota  of  the  requisition  of  the  27th  of  September, 
1785,  the  Loan  Officers  of  said  State  shall  be  authorized  to  continue  the 
issue  of  indents,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  said  requisition. 

Messrs.  Manning  and  Miller  to  Gov.  Collins. 

New  York,  September  28th,  1786. 
Sib  :  — Permit  your  delegates  to  address  your  Excellency  in  your  official 
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character  and  j^ive  you  a  short  detail  of  the  business  now  before  Congress, 
with  some  observations  upon  the  present  state  of  the  Federal  govern- 
ment, &c.  &c. 

An  important  national  matter,  which  has  for  some  time  past  engaged  the 
attention  of  Congress  will  probably  soon  come  into  public  view.  That  Body 
have  now  before  them  a  report  of  a  grand  committee  for  granting  to  the 
Federal  government  additional  powers  necessary  to  render  it  efficient. 
This,  after  the  subject  has  undergone  the  necessary  investigations,  will  be 
laid  before  the  respective  legislatures.  An  ordinance  for  the  establishing  of 
a  colonial  government  in  the  Western  territory  is  also,  nearly  completed,  as 
also  one  for  the  establishment  of  a  mint  for  the  United  States,  with  many 
other  matters  of  less  magnitude. 

Your  delegates  wish  to  be  informed,  whether  the  accounts  of  the  State 
against  the  .United  States  are  ready  for  adjustment,  Mr.  Chinn  having 
informed  the  Treasury  Board  that  they  are  not  ready,  nor  can  they  be  got 
ready  for  a  long  time.  As  that  gentleman's  salary  still  goes  on,  your  del- 
egates wish  to  be  possessed  of  such  official  documents  as  may  set  that  subject 
in  its  true  point  of  view.  It  is  highly  necessary  that  all  payments  made  by 
the  State  to  the  Federal  government,  whether  on  requisitions  or  otherwise, 
should  be  carried  to  its  credit  on  the  books  of  the  treasury,  therefore,  aU 
these  accounts  ought,  without  loss  of  time,  to  be  sent  forward. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  made  acquainted  by  Congress,  that  no  paper 
emitted  by  the  states,  will  answer  federal  purposes.  Will  not  this  evince 
it  to  be  mistaken  policy  in  our  Legislature  to  order  payments  for  the  late 
requisition  in  their  own  paper  currency?  When  gentlemen  reflect  but  for  a 
moment  on  the  exhausted  state  of  the  Federal  treasury ;  that  no  money  is 
expected  but  what  comes  in  from  requisitions  from  the  several  states  ;  that 
these  are  either  all  stopped  or  so  slow  in  their  operations,  that  nothing  can  be 
calculated  upon  with  certainty  ;  that  the  moment  is  arrived  that  our  credit 
with  foreign  powers  is  lost ;  that  an  enemy  on  our  frontiers  stands  prepared  to 
take  every  advantage  of  our  prostrate  situation  ;  that  an  enemy  more  despica- 
ble is  embarrassing  our  most  beneficial  commerce  and  carrying  our  fellow- 
citizens  into  slavery  for  life,  (about  thirty  at  present  being  in  that  unhappy 
situation,)  does  it  require  the  spirit  of  prophecy  to  predict  what  will  and 
must  inevitably  be  the  consequence  ?  Or,  will  arguments  be  necessary  to 
draw  forth  the  most  vigorous  exertions  of  every  friend  of  American 
liberty,  to  arrest  the  sacred  palladium  and  prevent  our  total  ruin  as  a 
nation  ? 

Amidst,  however,  these  gloomy  scenes,  we  have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you,  that  Her  Majesty  of  Portugal,  has  ordered  a  squadron  of  five  sail  of 
men-of-war  to  cruise  at  the  the  mouth  of  the  Straits  for  the  protection  of 
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her  trade,  and  that  she  has  ordered  her  officers  to  give  the  same  protection 
to  the  American  flag  as  to  her  own.  Of  this  her  minister  has  given  official 
information  to  Mr.  Adams,  at  the  Court  of  London.  An  instance  of  magna- 
nimity, this,  which  is  worthy  of  imitatiou,  and  which  demands  our  grateful 
acknowledgments,  as  we  have  nothing  better  to  offer  her  in  payment.  "While 
foreign  potentates  take  such  an  interest  in  our  favor,  does  it  not  call  for 
unanimity  and  exertions  at  home,  amongst  every  class  of  our  citizens,  to 
rescue  the  commonwealth  from  impending  ruin?  Should  not  these  consid- 
erations reconcile  the  mercantile  and  landed  interests  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  produce  a  repeal  of  those  penal  laws,  which  have  already  con- 
vulsed and  still  threaten  ruin  to  the  State  ? 

It  is  now  agreed  by  all,  that  our  Federal  government  is  but  a  name  ;  a 
mere  shadow  without  any  substance  ;  and  we  think  it  our  duty  to  inform  the 
State  that  it  is  totally  inefficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  Union  ;  and  that  Con- 
gress without  being  invested  with  more  extensive  powers,  must  prove  total- 
ly nugatory.  Should  it  be  imagined  that  your  delegates,  as  individuals, 
wish  for  an  increase  of  power,  be  assured,  that  we  hold  ourselves  servants  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  in  readiness  to  relinquish  the  exalted  station 
in  which  you  have  placed  us  and  return,  with  pleasure,  to  the  shade  of  re- 
tirement, provided  we  can  see  such  a  degree  of  energy  infused  into  the 
Federal  government  as  may  render  it  adequate  to  the  great  ends  of  its  orig- 
inal institution. 

We  need  not,  sir,  inform  you  how  it  wounds  our  feelings,  in  every  com- 
pany as  well  as  in  the  Gazettes,  to  hear  and  see  the  proceedings  of  our  Leg- 
islature burlesqued  and  ridiculed,  and  to  find  that  Congress  and  all  men  of 
sober  reflection,  reprobate,  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  principles  which  act- 
uate our  administration  of  government.  We  are  citizens  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  are  most  sensibly  affected  with  every  thing  which  militates  to  the  dis- 
honor of  the  State.  Your  delegates  further  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  if 
those  measures  are  continued  which  have  for  the  last  six  months  been  pur- 
sued, in  their  opinion,  they  will  infallibly  terminate  in  the  ruin  of  the  State, 
and  have  no  inconsiderable  share  in  the  subversion  of  the  Union.  We  con- 
clude by  observing  that  the  necessary  supplies  for  our  support  are  expected, 
and  will  be  provided  by  the  Legislature,  as  we  greatly  need  them,  while  we 
have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

JAMES  MANNING, 
NATHAN  MILLER. 

The  aforegoing  statements  could  not  have  been  very  cor- 
dially received  by  the  Governor,  who  came  into  power  on 
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the  paper  currency  hobby.  It  arrived  too,  just  in  season  to 
be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  at  a  special  session  con- 
vened on  account  of  a  decision  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
State,  declaring  invalid  one  of  the  laws  passed  to  give  cur- 
rency to  paper  money.  The  only  clause  in  this  letter  which 
is  noticed  in  the  proceedi)igs  of  the  Legislature,  is  the  one 
relative  to  the  account  of  this  State  wdth  the  United  States, 
which  it  was  resolved  "  is  ready  for  settlement." 
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J.  Hazard,  Thomas  Holden  and  John  Gardner  reelected  Delep;ates  in 
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vention proposed  to  act  upon  amendments — Resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly — Instructions  to  the  Representatives  from  Providence  and  New- 
port in  favor  of  a  State  Convention  to  adopt  the  Constitution,  presented 
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At  the  General  Election  in  May,  1786,  James  M.  Varnum, 
Nathan  Miller,  George  Champlin  and  Peleg  Arnold  were 
elected  delegates  in  Congress  for  one  year  from  the  first  Mon- 
day in  November,  1786. 

The  Congress  of  1786  ought  to  have  conA^ened  on  the  6th 
day  of  November  in  that  year,  but  on  that  day  five  only  of 
the  states  had  a  full  representation  present.  A  quorum  of 
states  appeared  for  the  first  time  on  the  17th  of  January,  1787. 
An  attempt  to  elect  a  President  on  that  day  was  unsuccssful. 
No  quorum  appeared  after  this  until  the  2d  of  February,  and 
then  only  a  quorum.  Arthur  St.  Clair,  a  delegate  from  Penn- 
sylvania, was  then  elected  President.  On  the  4th  day  of  July, 
the  President,  being  absent,  Mr.  Grayson,  a  delegate  from 
Virginia,  was  elected  Chairman. 

Mr.  Varnum,  of  this  State,  took  his  seat  in  Congress  on 
the  13th  of  February,  1787,  and  Mr.  Arnold  on  the  9th  of  the 
following  April.  From  the  last  named  day  until  about  the 
first  of  May,  this  State  was  represented  by  them,  and  at  no 
other  time  during  the  year.  From  the  16tli  of  May,  Mr.  Ar- 
nold's name  ceases  to  appear  on  the  Journal  of  Congress. 
Mr.  Varnum' s  does  not  appear  between  May  1st,  and  May 
23d,  nor  between  May  24th  and  July  26th.  From  the  last 
named  day  until  about  the  middle  of  August,  he  was  in  his 
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seat,  and  also  in  October,  from  October  15th,  to  October  26th. 
Neither  Mr.  Miller  nor  Mr.  Champlin  was  present  at  any- 
time during  theu*  term  of  office. 

The  delegates  from  the  other  states  were  equally  irregular 
in  their  attendance  in  Congress.  From  the  11th  of  May  to 
the  6th  day  of  July,  there  was  no  quorum  of  states  present. 
On  the  last  named  day  a  bare  quorum  being  present,  direct- 
ed the  Secretary  to  write  to  the  Executives  of  the  several 
states  not  represented,  requesting  them  to  urge  the  immedi- 
ate attendance  of  their  delegates. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1787,  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
vention, held  at  Annapolis,  in  September,  1786,  as  embodied 
in  their  report,  were  brought  before  Congress  by  the  report  of 
grand  committee,  (one  from  each  state.)  The  following  res- 
olution, after  debate,  was  adopted  by  Congress  : — 

Whereas,  there  is  provision  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Per- 
petual Union  for  making  alterations  therein  by  the  assent  of  a  Congress  of 
the  United  States  and  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  states ;  and  where- 
as, experience  hath  evinced  that  there  are  defects  in  the  present  Confedera- 
tion, as  a  means  to  remedy  which,  several  of  the  states,  and  particularly 
the  state  of  New  York,  by  express  instructions  to  their  delegates  in  Con- 
gress, have  suggested  a  convention  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  and  such  a  convention  appearing  to  be  the  most  probable 
means  of  establishing  in  these  states  a  firm  national  government: — 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  it  is  expedient,  that  on  the 
second  Monday  in  May  next,  a  Convention  of  delegates  who  shall  have 
been  appointed  by  the  several  states,  be  held  in  Philadelphia  for  the  sole 
and  express  purpose  of  revising  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and  report- 
ing to  ('ongress  and  the  several  legislatures,  such  alterations  and  provisions 
therein,  as  shall,  Avhen  agreed  to  by  Congress  and  confirmed  by  the  states, 
render  the  Federal  Constitution  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  government 
and  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 

On  the  13th  of  July,  Congress  passed  the  famous  ordinance 
for  the  government  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  only  eight 
states  being  present.  It  was  passed  unanimously  by  the  states 
present,  to  wit :  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Del- 
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aware,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Geor- 
gia. 

The  foregoing  resolution  of  the  21st  of  February,  relative 
to  a  convention  at  Philadelphia,  came  before  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State,  at  a  session  commenced  on  the  sec- 
ond Monday  in  March.  A  motion  to  appoint  delegates  to  the 
Convention  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  was  negatived  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  by  twenty-three  majority,  which  was 
probably  the  majority  of  the  paper  money  party  in  that  house, 
then  consisting  of  sixty-four  members.  The  motion  was  re- 
newed at  the  following  May  session.  Though  the  relative 
strength  of  parties  in  the  house  had  not  been  greatly  changed 
by  the  new  election  which  had  taken  place,  the  motion 
prevailed  in  the  house  by  a  majority  of  two,  and  was  non-con- 
curred in  by  the  upper  house,  or  senate,  by  the  same  major- 
ity, two  members  being  absent,  who  if  they  had  been  present 
would  have  increased  that  majority  to  four.  The  Governor, 
Deputy  Governor  and  ten  Assistants,  or  Senators,  who  com- 
posed that  house,  were  elected  by  general  ticket,  and  of 
course,  belonged,  or  were  supposed  to  belong,  to  the  party  in 
the  State  that  elected  them. 

At  the  adjourned  session  in  June,  the  action  of  the  two 
houses  was  reversed,  the  senate  voting  by  a  majority  of  five, 
to  appoint  delegates,  and  the  house  of  representatives  non- 
concurring  by  a  majority  of  seventeen.  It  is  impossible  to 
account  for  these  contradictor}  votes,  as  the  members  of  both 
houses  of  Assembly  in  May  and  June  consisted  of  the  same 
individuals. 

The  President  of  Congress  addressed  the  following  letter  to 
Gov.  Collins,  which  he  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  at 
a  session  held  on  the  10th  day  of  September  : — 


New  York,  August  13th,  1787 
Sir  : — The  want  of  a  due  representation  iu  Congress,  so  frequently  as 
it  has  happened  and  to  so  great  a  length  of  time  together,  has  very  greatly 
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embarrassed  the  affairs  of  the  Union  and  given  much  dissatisfaction  to  the 
states  which  generally  keep  their  representation  up,  as  well  as  disgust  to  the 
members  who  attend  from  those  states.  It  has  very  often  been  complained 
of,  and  the  states  not  represented  have  been  pressed  to  send  their  delegates 
forward,  too  often,  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  observe,  Sir,  with  very  lit- 
tle effect,  although  it  must  be  obvious,  that,  independent  of  the  great  national 
concerns,  which  thereby  often  suffer  an  inconvenient,  at  least,  if  not  a  dis- 
graceful delay,  their  own  particular  interests  run  some  risks  from  public 
measures  being  adopted  without  the  aid  of  their  counsels. 

AVhat,  Sir,  must  the  nations  of  the  world  think  of  us,  when  they  shall 
be  informed,  that  we  have  appointed  an  assembly  and  invested  with  the 
sole  and  exclusive  power  of  peace  and  war,  and  the  management  of  all 
national  concerns,  and  during  the  course  of  almost  a  whole  year,  it  has  not 
been  capable,  except  for  a  few  days,  for  want  of  sufficient  number  of  mem- 
bers, to  attend  to  these  matters.  Since  the  first  Monday  in  November  last 
to  this  time,  there  has  been  a  representation  of  nine  states  only  thirty  days, 
and  ten  states  only  three  days.  And  as  the  representation  of  most  of  the 
states  has  consisted  of  only  two  persons,  no  great  business  could  be  done 
without  the  unanimous  consent  of  every  individual  member.  We  are  now, 
Sir,  reduced  to  six,  although  matters  of  the  highest  importance  are  press- 
ing for  a  decision,  and  cannot  be  long  delayed  without  committing  the  dig- 
nity of  the  government,  and  exposing  the  peace  and  safety  of  several  of 
the  states.  Besides,  Sir,  the  National  Convention,  which  the  people  look  up 
to  for  much  good,  will  soon  rise,  and  it  appears  to  be  of  great  consequence, 
that  when  their  report  comes  under  the  consideration  of  Congress,  it  should 
be  a  full  Congress,  and  the  important  business  which  will  be  laid  before 
them  meet  with  no  unnecessary  delay. 

The  Secretary  wrote,  not  long  ago,  to  the  unrepresented  states,  but  no 
effect  has  appeared  to  follow  from  it,  I  must,  therefore,  repeat  the  request, 
and  in  the  most  pressing  terms,  that  your  Excellency  will  use  every  means 
in  your  power  to  hasten  forward  the  delegates  of  your  State. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

A.  ST.  CLAIR,  President  of  Congress. 

A  motion  was  made  in  the  house  of  representatives,  at  a 
session  of  the  Assembly  held  in  September,  to  send  the  del- 
egates forward  immediately.  The  motion  was  there  nega- 
tived by  a  majority  of  eight.  A  further  discussion  ensued, 
which  was  followed  by  another  vote  on  the  question,  reaf- 
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firming  the  former  vote  by  a  majority  of  three  only.  Instead 
of  delegates,  the  following  resolutions  were  forwarded  to  Con- 
gress : — 

Whereas,  a  letter  fi-om  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress, 
dated  the  13th  of  August  last,  hath  been  laid  before  this  Assembly,  inform- 
ing that  but  few  members  of  Congress  have  of  late  attended,  and  request- 
ing a  representation  of  this  State  in  Congress  by  their  delegates,  and  this 
State  being  disposed  to  comply  in  all  respects  with  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration so  far  as  it  is  in  their  power ;  and  as  it  is  expected  that  matters  of 
great  national  importance  will  come  under  the  consideration  of  the  Congress 
to  be  convened  on  the  first  Monday  in  November  next, 

It  is  therefore  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  two  of  the  delegates  for  this 
State,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  attend  as  the  representatives  of 
this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  be  convened  on  the  said 
jBrst  Monday  in  November  next,  agreeably  to  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion. 

It  is  further  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Govern- 
or, be  requested  to  answer  the  said  letter  and  to  inform  his  Excellency  the 
President  of  Congress,  of  the  measures  taken  by  this  Assembly  for  having 
this  State  duly  represented  in  Congress  to  meet  on  the  said  first  Monday  in 
November  next ;  that  they  have  not  given  orders  for  their  delegates  going 
forward  previous  to  that  time,  under  an  apprehension  that  the  states  will 
not  generally  be  represented  until  the  meeting  of  Congress  for  the  next  year, 
and  that  the  more  important  matters  of  the  Union  will  not  be  acted  upon 
by  Congress  until  that  time,  and  assuring  his  Excellency  the  President  of 
Congress,  that  it  is  the  desire  and  intention  of  this  State  to  do  every  thing 
in  their  power  for  promoting  the  great  objects  of  the  Confederacy,  the  gen- 
eral welfare  and  happiness  of  the  whole. 

The  facts  contained  in  the  President's  letter  and  the  urgent 
reasoning  with  which  his  request  is  enforced,  would  seem  to 
have  demanded  a  different  course  of  action  on  the  part  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  a  different  reply. 

At  the  same  session  the  Assembly  appointed  Daniel  Owen, 
their  Deputy  Governor,  Othniel  Gorton,  the  Speaker,  and 
James  Sheldon,  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
Paul  Mumford,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court,  and 
Rowse  J.  Helme,  Esq.,  a  committee  "  to  draft  a  letter  to  the 
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honorable  the  Continental  Congress,  showing  the  reasons 
why  this  State  has  not  had  a  delegation  at  the  Convention  at 
Philadelphia  and  to  present  the  same  to  this  Assembly." 

Subsequently  they  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  which  was 
approved.  The  Secretary  was  directed  to  make  a  fair  copy, 
which  was  to  be  signed  by  the  Governor  and  transmitted  to 
the  President  of  Congress.     The  letter  was  as  follows  : — 

State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  General  Assembly. 
September  15,  1787. 
To  the  President  of  Congress  : 

Sir  : — Permit  the  Legislature  of  this  State  to  address  you  on  a  subject 
which  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Confederated  Union,  the  singularity 
of  our  not  sending  forward  to  the  convention,  at  Philadelphia,  delegates  to 
represent  us  there  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  the  21st 
of  February,  A.  D.  1787,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation. Our  conduct  has  been  reprobated  by  the  illiberal,  and  many 
severe  and  unjust  sarcasms  propagated  against  us,  but.  Sir,  when  we  state 
to  you  the  reason  and  evince  the  causcf  the  liberal  mind  Avill  be  con- 
vinced that  we  were  actuated  by  that  great  principle  which  hath  ever  been 
the  characteristic  of  this  State,  the  love  of  true  constitutional  liberty,  and  the 
fear  we  have  of  making  innovations  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  at 
large.  Our  conduct  during  the  late  trying  contest  has  shown  forth  conspicu- 
ous, that  it  was  not  from  sinister  motives,  but  to  provide  for  the  whole.  And 
we  presume,  Sir,  that  we  shall  be  enabled  to  fix  the  same  sentiments  now. 

Your  honorable  Body  informed  us,  that  the  powers  invested  in  Congress 
for  the  regulation  of  trade,  were  not  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  great 
national  regulations  requisite.  We  granted  you,  by  an  act  of  our  State, 
the  whole  and  sole  power  of  making  such  laws  as  would  be  effectual  for 
that  purpose.  Other  states  not  passing  similar  laws,  it  had  no  effect.  An 
impost  was  likewise  granted,  but  other  states  in  the  Union,  not  acceding 
thereto,  that  measure  has  proved  abortive. 

The  requisition  of  the  21st  of  February  last  hath  not  been  acceded  to, 
because,  we  conceived,  that  as  a  Legislative  Body,  we  could  not  appoint 
delegates  to  do  that  which  only  the  people  at  large  are  entitled  to  do.  By 
the  law  of  our  State,  the  delegates  in  Cotigress  are  chosen  by  the  sufira- 
ges  of  all  the  people  therein,  and  are  appointed  to  represent  them  in  Con- 
gress ;  and  for  the  Legislative  Body  to  have  appointed  delegates  to  repre- 
sent them  in  convention,  when  they  cannot  appoint  delegates  in  Congress, 
(unless  upon  their  death  or  other  incidental  matter,)  must  be  absurd,  as 
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that  delegation  in  Convention  is  for  the  express  purpose  of  altering  a  con- 
stitution to  which  the  people  at  large  are  only  capable  of  appointing  the  mem- 
bers. By  the  thirteenth  article  in  the  Confederation,  "  every  state  shall 
abide  by  the  determination  o£  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  on 
all  questions,  which  by  this  Confederation  are  submitted  to  them.  And 
the  articles  of  this  Confederation  shall  be  inviolably  observed  by  every 
state,  and  the  Union  shall  be  perpetual ;  nor  shall  any  alteration  at  any  time 
be  made  in  any  of  them,  unless  such  alteration  be  agreed  to  in  a  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  be  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  legislatures  of  every 
state."  As  the  freemen  at  large  have  the  power  of  electing  delegates  to 
represent  them  in  the  Congress,  we  could  not  consistently  appoint  delegates 
to  a  convention  which  might  be  the  means  of  dissolving  the  Congress  of  the 
Union,  and  having  a  Congress  without  a  Confederation. 

You  will  impute  it.  Sir,  to  our  being  diffident  of  power  and  an  apprehen- 
sion of  dissolving  a  compact  which  was  framed  by  the  wisdom  of  men  who 
gloried  in  being  instrumental  in  preserving  the  religious  and  civil  rights  of 
a  multitude  of  people  and  an  almost  unbounded  territory,  that  said  requi- 
sition hath  not  been  complied  with,  and  fearing,  when  the  compact  should 
once  be  broken,  we  must  all  be  lost  in  a  common  ruin. 

AVe  shall  ever  esteem  it  a  pleasure  to  join  with  our  sister  states,  in  being 
instrumental  in  whatever  may  be  advantageous  to  the  Union,  and  add 
strength  and  permanence  thereto,  upon  constitutional  principle. 

We  are.  Sir,  w'ith  every  sentiment  of  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 
Signed,  at  the  request  of  the  General  Assembly, 

JOHN  COLLINS,  Goverxor. 

The  passage  of  the  resolution  approving  this  letter  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  led  to  the  following  spirited  pro- 
test by  some  of  the  members  of  that  house  : — 

We,  the  subscribers,  beg  leave  to  protest  against  the  report  of  a  letter 
to  the  President  of  Congress,  assigning  the  reasons  for  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  refusing  to  send  members  to  the  Convention,  at  Philadelphia,  for 
revising  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  &c.,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

First.  For  that  it  has  never  been  thought  heretofore  by  the  Legislature 
of  this  State,  or  while  it  was  a  Colony,  inconsistent  with  or  any  innovation 
upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  citizens  of  this  State,  to  concur  with 
the  sister  states  or  colonies  in  appointing  members  or  delegates  to  any  con- 
vention proposed  for  the  general  benefit,  but  with  the  highest  approbation 
of  this  State,  and  while  a  Colony  the  Legislature  have  at  various  times, 
agreed  to  conventions  with  the  sister  states  and  colonies,  and  found  their 
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interests  greatly  secured  thereby ;  that  to  the  Congress  appointed  in  the 
beginning  of  the  late  arduous  struggle  with  Great  Britain,  the  members 
sent  from  this  then  Colony  were  appointed,  with  the  fullest  powers  for  car- 
rying on  a  defensive  war,  and  finally  for  declaring  these  states  inde- 
pendent of  Great  Britain,  and  for  forming  Articles  of  Confederation,  both 
■which  glorious  events  were  received  and  confirmed  by  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  with  the  loudest  acclamations  of  the  people  at  large. 

Secondly.  That  the  powers  mentioned  in  the  said  letter  to  have  been 
vested  in  Congress  for  the  regulating  of  trade,  were  granted  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  State,  as  also,  finally  granting  the  impost,  which  is  inconsist- 
ent with  the  ideas  contained  in  the  letter,  that  such  powers  were  not  in  the 
Legislature,  but  in  the  people  at  large. 

Thirdly.  That  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation  which  have  been  part 
of  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  it  is  expressly  provided,  that  when  any 
alteration  is  made  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  it  shall  be  agreed  to  in 
a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  be  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  leg- 
islature of  every  state,  which  is  plainly  expressive  that  this  power  is  in 
the  legislature  only. 

Fourthly.  As  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  the  appointment  of 
delegates  in  Congress  is  declared  to  be  by  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
states,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  of  each  state  shall  direct,  that 
therefore  as  the  power  of  appointing  delegates  did  begin  and  was  continued 
in  the  Legislature  of  this  State  for  several  years,  and  until  by  act  of  the 
same  Legislature  the  election  of  delegates  to  Congress,  was  committed  to 
the  people  at  large,  and  as  the  General  Assembly  still,  on  the  death  or 
resignation  of  any  of  the  delegates  of  this  State,  or  on  the  re-call  of  any 
delegate  or  delegates,  do  exercise  the  power  of  appointing  others  in  their 
stead,  and  do,  by  a  law  they  have  enacted,  prevent  their  delegates  from 
proceeding  to  Congress  until  special  orders  or  direction  from  the  Legisla- 
ture, so  it  is  certain  the  Legislature  had  constitutionally  the  power  of  send- 
ing delegates  to  Congress,  and  to  presume  they  have  no  power  to  send 
members  to  a  proposed  convention  recommended  by  Congress,  and  under 
the  invitation  of  their  sister  states,  must  be  inconsistent  with  those  powers 
which  all  Legislatures  must  be  presumed  to  possess  for  the  preservation  of 
the  rights,  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  people  ;  inconsistent  with  the 
common  apprehension  ;   and  that  a  contrary  supposition  is  most  absurd. 

Fifthly.  As  it  would  have  been  our  highest  honor  and  interest  to 
have  complied  with  the  tender  invitation  of  our  sister  states  and  of  Con- 
gress, so  our  non-compliance  hath  been  our  highest  imprudence,  and,  there- 
fore, it  would  have  been  more  consistent  with  our  honor  and  dignity  to 
have  lamented  our  mistake  and  decently  apologize  for  our  errors  than  to 
37 
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have  endeavored  to  support  them  ou  ill-founded  reasons  and  indefensible 
principles.  For  these  and  other  reasons  which  might  have  been  adduced, 
had  we  not  been  expressly  limited  to  one  hour  for  makmg  our  protest,  we 
dissent   from  the  reasons  and  suggestions  in  said  letter. 

HENRY  MARCHANT,   1 

GEORGE  CHAMPLIN,       Delegates  of  the 

JOHN  TOPIIAM,  }  Town 


DANIEL  MASON, 
WILLIAM  TRIPP, 


of  Newport. 


ie 


WELCOME  ARNOLD,   1    j^  .      ,       , ,, 
JOHN  BROWN,  (  ^^Hr      % 

BENJ.  BOURNE,  f       ^o^,y/ 

JOS.  NIGHTINGALE,    J       J^roviaence. 

The  refusal  of  this  State  to  send  delegates  to  the  Conven- 
tion at  Philadelphia,  did  not  meet  the  approval  of  the  dele- 
gates in  Congress.  The  following  letters  from  them  disclose 
their  views  on  this  subject,  and  the  opinions  of  others  : — 

James  M.  Vaknum  to  Gov.  Collins. 

New  York,  4th  April,  1787. 

Sir  :  — Agi-eeably  to  your  Excellency's  request,  I  delivered  to  Mr.  Haz- 
ard, the  postmaster  general,  your  note,  and  informed  him  of  every  thing  in 
my  power  relative  to  the  subject  matter  to  which  it  related. 

Mr.  Richardson  Avrote  to  him  by  the  same  post  that  brought  your  letter, 
complaining  bitterly  of  the  conduct  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  not  paying 
up  the  arrearages  due  upon  the  postage  of  public  letters.  Mr.  Hazard  gave 
me  no  other  satisfaction  than  that  he  would  write  properly  upon  the  matter 
highly  blaming  the  insult. 

The  General  Assembly  have  suffered  in  the  opinion  of  many  for  refusing 
the  appointment  of  delegates  to  meet  in  Convention  at  Philadelphia.  Per- 
haps they  will  reconsider  that  matter  in  May,  when  an  appointment  will  be 
in  time.  But  one  measure  of  Congress  has  taken  place  since  I  had  the 
honor  of  writing  to  your  Excellency,  that  may  be  deemed  important ;  that 
respects  the  interference  of  the  respective  legislatures  in  obstructing  the  ope- 
rations of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  This  business  is  not  fully  detailed. 
As  soon  as  it  is  completed  we  will  have  the  pleasure  of  communicating  it. 
I  say  we,  because  Mr.  Arnold  has  joined  me.  In  general  it  denies  the 
power  of  the  individual  states,  to  vary  in  any  measure,  the  conclusive  acts 
of  the  United  States  in  Congress  in  matters  confided  to  them  by  the  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation  :  and  therefore,  deems  all  acts  void  that  bear  such  a 
complexion. 
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A  very  serious  and  important  subject  will  be  taken  up  in  a  few  days 
respecting  the  Western  territory  and  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  At 
present  every  thing  essentially  relating  to  that  business,  is  upon  the  Secret 
Journals.  A  reduction  of  the  corps  will  also  take  place,  in  which  Rhode 
Island  will  be  excused  from  raising  any  troops.  There  is  no  necessity  of 
sending  forward  the  proofs  of  payment  upon  the  ox-team  certificates,  or 
upon  the  pension  establishment.  Mr.  Ellery's  office  is  the  place  where  proof 
is  to  be  made  of  the  payment  of  the  specie  part  of  the  requisition  of  27th 
September,  1785  ;  and  when  that  is  done,  he  will  issue  the  remaining  in- 
dents. The  payments  to  Mr.  Clarke,  and  not  credited  in  the  treasury 
books  are  of  two  kinds,  principally  interest  upon  public  securities  of  the 
United  States,  and  endorsed  certificates  of  these  payments  are  necessary. 
The  other  is  in  the  old  Continental  bills.  The  only  w^ay  to  obtain  a  credit 
for  these,  is  to  send  forward  to  the  treasury  the  State's  quota  to  be  burned. 
I  have  the  honor  of  being,  with  great  esteem. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  VARNUM. 

Messrs.  Vaknum  and  Arnold  to  Gov.  Collins. 

New  York,  7th  April,  1787. 
Sir  :  — TVe  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  your  Excellency  a  newspaper 
of  yesterday's  date,  together  with  the  copy  of  a  letter,  which  w^e  this  morn- 
ing addressed  to  the  Governor  of  the  state  of  New  York.  His  Excellency 
Governor  Clinton  has  laid  the  same  before  the  legislature,  who  are  now  in 
session  here.  What  the  result  will  be  we  know  not,  but  could  not  be  silent, 
situated  as  we  are,  when  so  great  an  indignity  was  ofl^ered  to  the  highest 
exercise  of  sovereignty  in  our  State.  Whether  the  measures  of  the  General 
Assembly  pointed  at  in  the  publication  are  consistent  with  good  policy  or  not, 
is,  to  us,  perfectly  immaterial  upon  the  present  occasion.  We  represent  a  sov- 
reign  State,  and  will  not  suffer  its  honor  to  be  sullied  with  impunity.  In 
our  next,  we  will  communicate  the  result  of  this  business,  and  are, 
With  great  respect,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

JAMES  M.  VARNUM, 
PELEG  ARNOLD. 

IMessrs.  Varxum  and  Arnold  to  Gov.  Clinton. 

New  York,  7th  April,  1787. 
Sir  :  — The  undersigners,  delegates  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  complain  to  your  Excellency  of  a  publication  in 
a  newspaper,   called   the  Daily  Advertiser^  political,  historical   and  com- 
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mercial,  dated  upon  the  6th  of  April,  instant,  and  printed  by  Francis  Childs, 
in  this  city.  The  publication  begins,  "Quintescence  of  villainy,  or  proceed- 
ings of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  at  the  late  session." 
Then  the  printer  assumes  a  narrative  of  those  proceedings,  as  extracted 
from  the  Newport  Herald,  of  March  22d.  This  daring  insult  to  a  sovereign 
State  they  consider  us  the  most  scandalous  of  libels,  and  therefore  request 
your  Excellency  to  cause  the  said  Francis  Childs  to  be  reprehended,  agree- 
ably to  the  laws  of  the  State  over  which  you  preside. 

"With  the  most  perfect  consideration,  we  have  the  honor  of  being, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

JAMES  M.  VARNUM, 
PELEG  ARNOLD. 

Messrs.  Varnum  and  Arnold  to  Gov.  Collins. 

New  York,  April  24,  1787. 

Sir  : — The  following  measures  have  been  adopted  by  Congress  since  our 
last  communications.  The  resolution  of  the  20th  October  last,  is  so  far 
repealed  that  only  two  companies  of  the  Massachusetts  line  are  retained. 
Congress  have  unequivocably  declared  the  operation  of  the  treaty  ^f  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  and  recommended  the  respective  states  to  repeal  all 
laws  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  treaty.  The  reasons  inducing  this 
measure  accompany  the  resolution,  and  the  consequences  will  be  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  Western  posts,  provided  the  states  comply,  as  they  certainly 
will  upon  principles  of  right  and  good  policy.  A  copper  coinage  upon  the 
Federal  standard,  for  the  value  of  £100,000,  this  currency,  is  established. 
The  contractor  gives  a  premium  of  15  per  cent,  and  loans  the  whole  sum 
upon  the  common  funds  for  twenty  years,  with  six  per  cent,  interest,  with 
an  option  in  the  United  States  of  discharging  the  debt  sooner.  The  appro- 
priation is  for  sinking  the  debt,  and,  well-conducted,  will  produce  the  best 
objects  of  financiering.  The  pay  of  the  civil  list  is  reduced.  The  west- 
ern lands,  already  surveyed,  are  directed  to  be  sold  agreeable  to  the  ordi- 
nance for  that  purpose,  in  five  months,  at  public  vendue,  in  the  place  where 
Congress  may  set,  for  not  less  than  one  dollar,  in  paper  or  specie,  per  acre. 
Much  attention  has  been  paid  to  a  plan  for  speedily  settling  the  accounts  of 
the  United  States  with  the  individual  states,  but  the  want  of  nine  states  in 
representation  now  impedes  the  accomplishment  of  that  desirable  object. 

It  is  probable  that  no  business  of  very  essential  importance  will  be  con- 
ducted for  some  time  to  come,  as  the  public  attention  is  very  much  en- 
grossed upon  the  meeting  of  the  delegates  in  convention,  some  of  whom 
are  members  of  Congress.  This  period  forms  a  most  serious  crisis  in  our 
political  existence.     The  avowed  object  of  this  new  assembly,  sanctioned 
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by  general  opiuion  and  pointing  to  the  great  interests  of  the  whole  Union, 
are  too  momentous  not  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 
How  far  an  entire  adherence  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation  may  justifiy 
the  policy  of  any  one  or  two  states  in  remaining  indifferent  spectators,  to 
the  probable  events  of  tliese  arrangements,  we  shall  not  presume  to  decide ; 
but  common  safety  and  the  relation  a  part  bears  to  the  whole,  should  have 
their  due  influence  upon  this  occasion.  As  representatives  of  the  State  in 
the  general  confederacy,  we  feel  no  motives  but  those  which  are  directed 
to  the  honor  and  happiness  of  all  our  constituents,  and,  therefore,  do  not 
urge,  but  offer  our  sentiments,  that  the  resolution  of  Congress  for  appoint- 
ing delegates  in  the  convention  ought  to  be  complied  with. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  have  ordered  a  prosecution  against  the 
printers  in  consequence  of  our  letter  to  Governor  Clinton,  should  we 
request  it.  In  this  matter  we  acted  deliberately,  and  as  we  conceived, 
with  propriety.  The  peculiarity  and  delicacy  of  our  situation  required  an 
assertion  of  the  dignity  of  our  State,  or  a  submission  to  the  most  debasing 
humility.  Our  views  are  fully  answered,  and  we  have  it  now  in  our  power 
to  gratify  our  feelings  to  the  extremes  of  generosity. 

In  a  short  time  we  shall  be  able  to  retire  from  public  business,  and  pay 
some  attention  to  our  private  concerns  ;  but  in  order  to  obtain  that  inter- 
mission and  preserve  a  character  worthy  of  those  that  employed  us,  we 
hope  for  the  supplies  our  appointments  entitle  us  to. 

Be  pleased.  Sir,  to  accept  our  congratulations  upon  the  commencement 
of  a  new  political  year,  and  while  our  most  earnest  wishes  are  directed  to 
the  prosperity  of  our  State,  under  the  influence  of  wise  and  salutary  meas- 
ures, be  assured  of  the  great  esteem  and  regard  with  which  we  have  the 
honor  of  being. 

Your  Excellency's  very  obedient  and  most  humble  servants, 

JAMES  M.  VARNUM, 
PELEG  ARNOLD. 

The  article  in  the  newspaper  referred  to  in  the  letter  pre- 
ceding this,  may  be  found  in  the  Daily  Advertiser,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  published  by  Francis  Childs.  It  there 
purports  to  be  a  copy  from  a  Boston  newspaper  of  what  ori- 
ginally was  printed  in  the  Newport  Herald,  as  a  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  at  a  ses- 
sion then  just  ended.  The  writer  of  the  article  in  question, 
was  in  no  degree  prejudiced  in  favor  of  the  paper  money 
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party,  then  rampant  in  this  State.  No  member  of  that  party 
could  have  been  particularly  pleased  with  it.  Yet  it  fell  far 
short  of  the  virulence  exhibited  in  many  party  newspapers 
both  before  and  since  that  time.  The  delegates  from  this 
State  in  Congress  would  have  done  well  if  they  had  observed 
that  same  silence  in  relation  to  the  report  that  these  in 
Rhode  Island  did,  who  were  most  interested  in  it.  Their 
letter  to  Governor  Clinton,  and  his  communication  of  the 
same  to  the  New  York  Legislature,  drew  out  the  publisher, 
Mr.  Childs,  in  a  reply  still  more  pungent  and  scathing  than 
the  original  article.  No  prosecution  followed,  nor  any  an- 
swer from  the  delegates  so  far  as  has  been  ascertained.  The 
better  part  of  valor  influenced  both  the  paper  money  party 
and  the  delegates. 

All  the  states  in  the  Union,  except  Rhode  Island,  sent 
delegates  to  the  Convention,  held  at  Philadelphia,  pursuant 
to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  21st  of  February,  1787. 
Rhode  Island  was  neither  represented  in  Congress  when  this 
resolution  was  passed,  nor  in  the  Convention.  Still  the  dele- 
gates from  the  other  states  met  at  the  time  and  place 
appointed.  After  electing  George  Washington,  their  Presi- 
dent, they  proceeded  to  discharge  the  duties  assigned  them. 
They  closed  their  labors  on  the  17th  day  of  September,  the 
states  represented  having  unanimously  agreed  upon  the  pre- 
sent Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  in  relation  to  it :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  preceding  Constitutioa  be  laid  before  the  United 
States  iu  Congress  assembled  ;  and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention 
that  it  should  afterwards  be  submitted  to  a  Convention  of  delegates  chosen 
in  each  state  by  the  people  thereof,  under  the  recommendation  of  its  legis- 
latures, for  their  assent  and  ratification  ;  and  that  each  convention  assent- 
ing and  verifying  the  same,  should  give  notice  thereof  to  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  that  as  soon  as  the 
conventions  of  nine  states  shall  have   ratified   this  constitution,  the  United 
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States  in  Congress  assembled,  should  fix  a  day  on  which  electors  should  be 
appointed  by  the  states  which  shall  have  ratified  the  same  and  a  day  on 
which  the  electors  should  assemble  to  vote  for  the  President,  and  the  time 
and  place  for  commencing  proceedings  under  this  constitution.  That  after 
such  publication,  the  electors  should  be  appointed  and  the  senators  and  rep- 
resentatives elected  ;  that  the  electors  should  meet  on  the  day  fixed  for  the  elec- 
tion of  President,  and  should  transmit  their  votes,  certified,  signed,  sealed  and 
directed,  as  the  constitution  requires,  to  the  secretary  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  ;  that  the  senators  and  representatives  should  convene 
at  the  time  and  place  assigned  ;  that  the  senators  should  appoint  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  for  the  sole  purpose  of  receiving,  opening  and  counting 
the  votes  for  President ;  and  that  after  he  shall  be  chosen,  the  Congress, 
together  with  the  President  should,  without  delay,  proceed  to  execute  this 
constitution. 

They  were  accompanied  by  the  following  letter,  addressed 
to  the  President  of  Congress  : — 

In  Convention,  September  17,  1787. 

Sir  : — We  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  that  Constitution  which  has  appeared 
to  us  most  advisable. 

The  friends  of  our  country  have  long  seen  and  desired  that  the  power  of 
making  war,  peace  and  treaties,  that  of  making  money  and  regulating  com- 
merce, and  the  correspondent  executive  and  judicial  authorities  should  be 
fully  and  effectually  vested  in  the  general  government  of  the  Union  ;  but  the 
impropriety  of  delegating  such  extensive  trust  to  one  body  of  men  is  evi- 
dent ;  hence  results  the  necessity  of  a  different  organization. 

It  is  evidenly  impracticable  in  the  Federal  government  of  these  states  to  se- 
cure all  rights  of  independent  sovereignty  to  each  and  yet  provide  for  the  inter- 
est and  safety  of  all.  Individuals  entering  into  society,  must  give  up  a  share 
of  liberty  to  preserve  the  rest.  The  magnitude  of  the  sacrifice  must  depend 
as  well  on  situation  and  circumstance,  as  on  the  object  to  be  obtained.  It 
is  at  all  times  difficult  to  draw,  with  precision,  the  line  between  those  rights 
which  must  be  surrendered  and  those  which  may  be  reserved  ;  and  on  the 
present  occasion,  this  difficulty  was  increased  by  a  difference  among  the 
several  states  as  to  their  situation,  extent,  habits  and  particular  interests. 

In  all  our  deliberations  on  this  subject,  we  kept  steadily  in  our  view,  that 
which  appears  to  be  the  greatest  interest  of  every  true  American,  the  con- 
solidation of  our  Union,  in  which  is  involved  our  prosperity,  felicity,  safety, 
perhaps  our  natural  existence.    This  important  consideration,  seriously  and 
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deeply  impressed  on  our  minds,  led  each  state  in  the  Convention  to  be  less 
rigid  ou  points  of  inferior  magnitude,  than  might  have  been  otherwise  ex- 
pected, and  tlius  the  Constitution,  which  we  now  present,  is  the  result  of  a 
spirit  of  amity,  and  of  that  mutual  dependence  and  concession  which  the 
peculiarity  of  our  political  situation  rendered  indispensable. 

That  it  will  meet  the  full  and  entire  approbation  of  every  state,  is  not, 
perhaps  to  be  expected,  but  each  will  doubtless  consider,  that,  had  her  inter- 
est been  alone  consulted,  the  consequences  might  have  been  particularly 
disagreeable  or  injurious  to  others  ;  that  it  is  liable  to  as  few  exceptions  as 
could  reasonably  hav^e  been  expected,  we  hope  and  believe  ;  that  it  may 
promote  the  lasting  welfare  of  that  country  so  dear  to  us  all,  and  secure  her 
freedom  and  happiness  is  our  most  ardent  wish. 

With  great  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  Excellency's 
Most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

GEO.  WASHINGTON,  President. 

By  unanimous  order  of  the  Convention. 

The  report  of  this  convention,  embracing  the  proposed 
Constitution,  the  foregoing  resolutions  and  letters,  came  before 
Congress  on  the  28th  day  of  September,  whereupon  they, 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  said  report  with  the  resolutions  and 
letter  accompanying  the  same,  be  transmitted  to  the  several  legislatures, 
in  order  to  be  submitted  to  a  convention  of  delegates  chosen  in  each  state 
by  the  people  thereof  in  conformity  to  the  resolves  of  the  Convention 
made  and  provided  in  that  case. 


This  resolution  was,  with  the  new  constitution  and  the 
accompanying  documents,  laid  before  the  General  Assembly 
at  their  October  session 
passed : — 


when  the  following  resolution  was 


It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Convention  lately  held  at 
Philadelphia,  proposing  a  new  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of  America, 
be  printed  as  soon  as  may  be,  that  the  following  number  of  copies  be  sent  to 
the  several  town  clerks  in  the  State,  to  be  distributed  among  the  inhabit- 
ants, that  the  freemen  may  have  an  opportunity  of  forming  their  sentiments 
on  the  said  proposed  Constitution  to  wit :  For  Newport,  10  ;  Portsmouth, 
25  ;  Middletown,  15  ;  New  Shoreham,  15  ;  Jamestown,  16  ;  Tiverton,  40  ; 
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Little  Corapton,  36  ;  Providence,  10  ;  Smithfield,  75  ;•  Scituate,  55  ;  Fos- 
ter, 55  ;  Glocester,  60  ;  Cumberland,  40  ;  Cranston,  50  ;  Johnston,  30  ; 
North  Providence,  20  ;  Westerly,  31  ;  North  Kingstown,  50  ;  South  Kings- 
town, 100,  Richmond,  25  ;  Exeter,  31  ;  Hopkinton,  30 ;  Bristol,  20  ;  War- 
ren, 10 ;  Barrington,  10 ;  Warwick,  50 ;  East  Greenwich,  25 ;  West 
Greenwich,  22  ;  Coventry,  30. 

This  was  the  first  proceeding  of  this  State  in  relation  to 
the  new  Constitution.  She  had  no  vote  in  Congress  on  the 
resolution  recommending  the  holding  of  the  Convention  that 
formed  it,  no  delegation  ac  that  Convention,  and  no  vote  in 
Congress  on  the  report  of  the  Convention  to  Congress.  That 
Convention  proposed  that  its  adoption  or  rejection  should  be 
decided  by  a  convention  in  each  State,  to  be  called  by  its 
legislature.  This  was  the  way  proposed  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject before  the  people  of  the  states.  Such  conventions 
would  represent  the  people,  and  the  people  alone  were  to 
be  the  parties  to  the  Constitution.  The  legislature  was  the 
proper  body  to  provide  for  such  a  convention,  to  arrange 
for  the  election  of  delegates  to  it,  determine  the  time  and 
place  of  their  meeting.  And  this  the  General  Assembly 
should  have  done  at  this  time. 

At  the  May  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  Peleg  Ar- 
nold, Jonathan  J.  Hazard,  Daniel  Man  ton  and  Sylvester  Gard- 
ner were  elected  delegates  to  Congress  for  one  year  from  the 
first  Monday  in  November,  1787. 

This  Congress  should  have  assembled  on  the  5th  day  of 
November.  On  that  day.  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  wjere 
the  only  states  in  attendance  ;  one  other  delegate,  and  he 
from  New  Hampshire,  was  also  present.  A  quorum  of  states 
appeared  on  the  21st  of  January,  1788,  and  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing, Cyrus  Griffin,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  was  elected 
President. 

As  neither  of  the  delegates  from  this  State  had  left  to  dis- 
charge their  duties  in  Congress,  the  Assembly  at  their  Febru- 
ary session,  1788, 
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Voted  and  Resolved,  That  Peleg  Arnold  and  Jonathan  J.  Hazard, 
Esqrs.,  two  of  the  delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  requested  to  take  their  seats  in 
Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Pursuant  to  this  request,  Mr.  Arnold  on  the  6th  of  May, 
and  Mr.  Hazard  on  the  2d  day  of  June,  appeared  in  Congress 
and  remained  until  August  7th.  After  this,  Mr.  Hazard's 
name  does  not  appear  on  the  Journals  of  Congress.  Mr. 
Arnold's  occurs  on  the  8th  of  September,  and  from  time 
to  time  till  the  first  of  November.  The  other  delegates  did 
not  attend  Congress  during  the  term  of  their  appointment. 
The  State  was  not  so  represented  as  to  be  entitled  to  a  vote, 
except  from  July  2d  to  August  7th. 

At  the  February  session,  1788,  the  General  Assembly 
passed  the  following  act : — 

Whereas,  the  honorable  the  Continental  Congress  did  heretofore  recom- 
mend to  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  states  to  appoint  delegates  to  meet 
in  Convention  at  Philadelphia,  in  May,  A.  D.  1787,  to  make  such  altera- 
tions and  amendments  in  the  present  Confederation  of  the  United  States,  as 
would  tend  to  promote  the  happiness  and  good  government  and  welfare  of 
the  Federal  Union  ;  and  whereas,  the  said  delegates,  on  the  17th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1787,  did  agree  upon  and  report  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  a 
form  of  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of  America  ;  and  whereas,  the  said 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  did  by  a  resolution,  passed  the  28th 
day  of  September,  A.  D.  1787,  transmit  said  report  to  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  to  be  submitted  to  the  people  thereof;  and  whereas,  as  this  legis- 
lative body  in  General  Assembly  convened,  considering  themselves  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  great  body  of  the  people  at  large,  and  that  they  cannot 
make  any  innovation  in  a  Constitution  which  has  been  agreed  upon  and  the 
compact  settled  between  the  governoi's  and  the  governed  without  the  ex- 
press assent  of  the  people  at  large,  by  their  own  voices  individually  taken 
in  town  meetings  assembled  ;  wherefore,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  and  for 
submitting  the  said  Constitution  for  the  United  States  to  the  consideration 
of  the  freemen  of  this  State, 

Be  it  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the  authority 
THEREOF  IT  IS  HEREBY  ENACTED,  That  the  fourth  Monday  in  March,  instant, 
be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  appointed  the  day  for  all  the  freemen  and  free- 


RHODE    ISLAND    AND    THE    CONSTITUTION.  587 

holders  within  this  State  to  convene  in  their  several  towns  in  town  meet- 
ings assembled,  and  to  deliberate  upon  and  determine  each  individual  who 
hath  a  right  to  vote  for  the  choice  of  general  officers,  by  himself,  by  polls, 
whether  the  said  Constitution  for  the  United  States  shall  be  adopted  or 
negatived. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
town  clerks  in  the  respective  towns  shall  foi'thwith  issue  their  warrants  for 
the  convening  of  the  freemen  and  freeholders  to  meet  on  said  fourth 
Monday  in  March  instant,  at  such  place  where  the  town  meetings  are 
usually  holden  ;  and  the  same  shall  be  directed  to  the  town  sergeants 
and  constables  of  the  respective  towns,  who  shall  cause  notifications  to  be 
set  up  in  the  most  public  places  of  resort  within  such  towns,  and  shall  also 
repair  to  the  usual  places  of  abode  of  the  freemen  and  freeholders  in  such 
town,  and  give  them  notice  of  the  meeting  aforesaid  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said ;  the  said  town  sergeants  and  constables,  to  have  particular  districts 
pointed  out  to  them  to  warn  the  freemen  and  freeholders,  so  as  not  to  inter- 
fere with  each  other's  district  and  all  the  freemen  and  freeholders  may,  if 
possible,  have  notice,  and  attend  accordingly.  And  upon  the  convention 
of  said  freemen,  they  shall  appoint  a  moderator  who  shall  regulate  such 
meeting,  and  the  voices  of  the  freemen  and  freeholders  shall  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  the  town  clerk  of  each  town  shall  register  the  names  of 
each  and  every  freeman  and  freeholder  with  the  yea  or  nay  as  he  shall  res- 
pectively give  his  vote  aloud  in  open  town  meeting,  and  shall  keep  the  orig- 
inal on  file  in  his  office,  and  shall  make  out  a  true  and  fair  certified  copy  of 
the  register  aforesaid  with  the  yeas  and  nays  of  each  and  every  person  there- 
on, and  carefully  seal  the  same  up  and  direct  it  to  the  General  Assembly  to 
be  holden  by  adjournment  at  East  Greenwich,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  on  the 
last  Monday  in  March  instant,  and  deliver  the  same  to  one  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  such  town,  or  other  careful  person  who  will  take  charge  of  the 
same,  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  General  Assembly,  then  and  there  to  be 
opened,  that  the  sentiments  of  the  people  may  be  known  respecting  the 
same. 

And  it  is  further  Enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in 
case  it  shall  so  happen  that  the  said  fourth  Monday  in  March,  inst.,  shall 
prove  to  be  stormy  or  boisterous  weather,  so  that  the  freemen  and  free- 
holders in  [general  cannot  conveniently  attend,  the  said  town  meeting  may 
adjourn  from  day  to  day,  not  exceeding  three  days,  so  that  the  voices  of 
the  people  may  be  taken. 

And  it  is  further  Enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
Secretary  shall  forthwith  transmit  to  each  town  clerk  of  the  respective 
towns  within  this  State  a  copy  of  this  act. 
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This  was  the  second  step  taken  in  this  State  in  relation  to 
the  Constitution.  The  Assembly,  in  the  preamble,  exhibits 
a  praiseworthy  abhorrence  of  any  innovation  on  the  rights  of 
their  constituents.  To  carry  out  their  ideas  fully,  they 
should  have  called  a  mass  meeting  of  the  people  of  the 
State,  to  act  on  the  Constitution,  or  rather  should  have  sim- 
ply suggested  the  holding  of  such  a  meeting,  for  evidently 
they  had  no  more  power  to  call  a  town  meeting  for  such  a 
purpose  than  they  had  a  mass  meeting.  The  mode  pre- 
scribed for  calling  the  town  meetings  and  for  voting  in  them 
were  "  innovations  "  on  all  previous  customs.  It  was  cer- 
tainly as  much  in  the  power  of  the  General  Assembly  to 
advise  the  holding  of  a  convention  as  recommended  by  the 
Congress,  as  the  holding  of  town  meetings.  The  Constitu- 
tion was  transmitted  to  the  Legislature  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  being  laid  before  a  convention,  as  appears  by  refer- 
ence to  the  resolution  of  Congress  and  of  the  convention 
that  formed  the  Constitution.  It  would  seem  that  neither 
did  Congress  nor  this  convention  suppose  that  the  legislatures 
of  the  states  were  competent  to  assent  to  and  ratify  this  Con- 
stitution. Both  of  them  expected  the  action  of  the  people 
of  each  state,  and  this  they  supposed  could  not  be  had  by  a 
mass  meeting  of  the  people  of  each  state,  or  by  representa- 
tives chosen  by  such  a  meeting.  The  people  of  every  state 
had  been  divided  into  towns  or  counties  or  parishes,  each  of 
which  had  been  accustomed  to  choose  representatives,  and 
those  representatives  together  had  been  deemed  representa- 
tives of  the  whole  body  of  the  people.  It  would  not  have 
been  a  great  stretch  of  power  for  these  representatives 
assembled  as  a  General  Assembly  for  general  purposes  of 
legislation,  to  advise  their  constituents  to  elect  representa- 
tives to  meet  together  for  any  special  purpose. 

This  act  passed  the  house  of  representatives  by  a  vote  of 
forty-three  to  fifteen.     A  proposition  to  amend  it  so  as  to 
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take  the  votes  of  the  freemen  and  freeholders  in  the  special 
town  meetings  on  the  question,  whether  a  convention  should 
be  called  pursuant  to  the  vote  of  Congress  to  decide  on  the 
Constitution,  was  negatived  in  the  same  bouse  by  a  vote  of 
sixteen  to  thirty-six.  A  motion  to  call  a  convention  was  also 
negatived  by  a  vote  of  twelve  to  forty- two. 

The  representatives  from  Little  Compton,  brought  to  this 
session  the  following  instructions  from  their  constituents  : — 

To  Messrs.  George  Simmons  and  Nathaniel  Searle,  Deputies  for 
THE  town  of  Little  Compton  : 
We,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Little  Compton,  being  lawfully  as- 
sembled in  public  town  meeting,  this  6th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1788,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  proceedings  of  the  late  hon- 
orable Continental  Convention,  and  being  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
the  extreme  need  we  stand  in,  of  a  well  organized,  energetic,  national  gov- 
ernment, and  viewing  the  new  Federal  Constitution  as  a  plan  of  govern- 
ment well  adapted  to  the  present  critical  situation  of  our  national  affairs  : 
We  do  therefore  enjoin  it  upon  you,  gentlemen,  as  our  positive  instruction, 
that  you  and  each  of  you,  do  use  your  utmost  endeavors,  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  to  have  an  act  passed,  recom- 
mending to  the  several  towns  in  this  State,  to  choose  deputies  to  meet  in 
a  State  Convention  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  or  re-  • 
jecting  the  new  Federal  Constitution,  agreeably  to  the  requisition  of  the 
late  honorable,  the  Continental  Convention  ;  and  these  our  positive  instruc- 
tions, gentlemen,  you  must  not  fail  to  execute,  on  pain  of  incurring  our 
highest  displeasure. 

The  fourth  Monday  in  March  did  not  prove  to  be  stormy 
or  boisterous  weather,  so  that  the  freemen  or  freeholders 
could  not  attend  the  proposed  town  meeting.  The  registers 
of  votes  were  duly  returned  to  the  adjourned  session  of  the 
Assembly  on  the  last  Monday  of  the  month.  A  committee 
appointed  to  count  the  votes,  reported  the  numbers  of  yeas  to 
be  237,  and  nays,  2,708,  making  a  majority  against  the  Con- 
stitution of  2,471.  Thereupon,  the  Assembly  appointed  De- 
puty Governor,  Owen,  Jonathan  J.  Hazard,  Thomas  Joslyn, 
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Jr.,  Rouse  J.   Helme,  a  committee  to  draft  a  letter  to  the 
President  of  Congress  enclosing  the  returns. 

The  votes  cast  in  the  several  towns  were  as  follows : — 


Newport 1  yea,  10  nays. 

Providence. ...  0  1 

Warwick 3  140 

Portsmouth 12  60 

Westerly 12  56 

South  Kingstown  1  125 

New  Shoreham.  0  32 

North  Kingstown  2  160 

East  Greenwich.  2  91 

Jamestown 5  11 

Smithfield 2  158 

Scituate 0  156 

Glocester 9  228 

Coventry 0  180 

West  Greenwich.  2  145 

Charlestown 6  51 


Exeter 6yeas.l36  uays. 

Bristol 26  23 

Tiverton 23  92 

Little  Compton. .  63  57 

Warren 2  41 

Cumberland 10  113 

Richmond 1  68 

Hopkinton 38  95 

Johnston 1  79 

Cranston 0  101 

Middletown 6  40 

North  Providence    0  48 

liarrington 9  34 

Foster 0  177 


237      2,708 


The  committee  appointed  to  draft  a  letter  to  the  President 
of  Congress  reported  the  following,  to  be  signed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor in  behalf  of  the  Assembly : — 

State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c. 
In  General  Assembly,  April  5th,  1788. 
Sir  :  — The  report  of  the  Convention  assembled  in  Philadelphia,  being 
transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  was  received  by  us  at  the  October 
session  last,  and  one  thousand  copies  thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed  and 
sent  into  the  respective  towns  within  this  State,  that  the  people  at  large 
might  have  full  opportunity  of  considering  and  communing  upon  so  impor- 
tant an  object,  which  was  immediately  done.  And  at  the  February  session 
last,  the  consideration  thereof  was  submitted  to  the  freemen  of  this  State  by 
the  enlosed  act,  and  the  returns  from  each  respective  town  being  delivered 
in,  it  appears  that  the  yeas  for  adopting  the  Constitution  for  the  United 
States  were  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  the  nays  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eight,  agreeably  to  the  within  returns.  Although  this  State 
has  been  singular  from  her  sister  states  in  the  mode  of  collecting  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  upon  the  Constitution,  it   was  not  done  with  the  least 
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design  to  give  any  offence  to  the  respectable  body  who  composed  the  Con- 
vention, or  a  disregard  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  but  upon  pure 
republican  principles,  founded  upon  that  basis  of  all  governments  originally 
derived  from  the  body  of  the  people  at  large.  And  although,  sir,  the  ma- 
jority has  been  so  great  against  adopting  the  Constitution,  yet  the  people,  in 
ganeral,  conceive  that  it  may  contain  some  necessary  articles  which  could 
well  be  added  and  adapted  to  the  present  Confederation.  They  are  sensible 
that  the  present  powers  invested  with  Congress  are  incompetent  for  the 
great  national  government  of  the  Union,  and  would  heartily  acquiesce  in 
granting  sufficient  authority  to  that  body  to  make,  exercise  and  enforce 
laws  throughout  the  State,  which  would  tend  to  regulate  commerce  and 
impose  duties  and  excise,  whereby  Congress  might  establish  funds  for  dis- 
charging the  public  debt.  It  is  with  regret  that  any  dissentions  should 
be  in  this  State,  when  the  good  of  the  community  is  our  wish,  and  it  will 
ever  be  our  disposition  to  endeavor  to  promote  whatever  appears  to  us  to 
be  of  public  utility  and  to  harmonize  as  much  as  possible. 

I  am,  in  behalf,  &c., 

JOHN  COLLINS. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  freemen  who  voted  in  town 
meetings  upon  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the  towns 
of  Bristol,  Barrington,  Foster,  Coventry,  Hopkinton  and 
Richmond,  excepted : — 

NEWPORT. 

Yeas. — Thomas  Webber. — (1.) 

Nays. — John  Wanton,  Thomas  Freebody,  John  Whipple  Tweedy,  John 
Rogers,  (son  of  Thomas,)  Edward  Murphy,  Samuel  Thurston,  (cordwain- 
ers,)  William  Gardiner,  Thomas  Arnold,  Nathan  Luther,  Andrew  Free- 
body.— (10.) 

PROVIDENCE. 

Nay. — Samuel  Sampson. — (1.) 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Yeas. — Alexander  Thomas,  Holder  Chase,  Giles  Lawton,  jr.,  Reuben 
Taylor,  Andrew  McCorrie,  Pardon  Sisson,  Robert  Barker,  Henry  T.  Sher- 
man, Ezbon  Barker,  Tillinghast  Almy,  John  Thurston,  Henry  Lawton. — 
(12.) 

Nays. — Thomas  Brownell,  Jonathan  Cornell,  David  Gifford,  Christo- 
pher Shearman,  Gideon  Durfee,  Elisha  Coggeshall,  Clark  Cornell,  Richard 
Sisson,  William  Hall,  George  Sisson,  (blacksmith,)  Benjamin  Hall,  Giles 
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Slocum,  jr.,  Joseph  Brownell,  John  Tallman,  Jonathan  Freeborn,  Benjamin 
Browncll,  George  Sisson,  Jonathan  Davenport,  Restcome  Sanford,  William 
Lawtou,  William  Burrington,  Benjamin  Fish,  Gideon  Dennis,  George  Law- 
ton,  Joseph  Brownell,  jr.,  Barrington  Anthony,  Thomas  Shaw,  Eliab  Cobb, 
Job  Sisson,  Samuel  Hicks,  George  Brownell,  jr., George  Hall,  Joseph  Sisson, 
Cook  Wilcox,  James  Cook,  Christopher  Sherman,  jr.,  Joseph  Shearman, 
Stephen  Brownell,  Peleg  Lawtou,  Joseph  Kirby,  John  Sanford,  Gideon 
Shearman,  Caleb  Shearman,  Robert  Carr,  John  Anthony,  Job  Cornell, 
Peleg  Manchester,  Nathan  Brownell,  William  Burrington,  jr.,  Stephen 
Slocum,  Peleg  Shearman,  William  Brightman,  Oliver  Brownell,  Samuel 
Shearman,  Samuel  Albro,  Thomas  Brownell,  jr.,  James  Greenman,  Wal- 
ter Cornell,  Thomas  Cory,  George  Cook.— (60.) 

WARWICK. 

Yeas. — Nathaniel  Arnold,  John  Low,  Henry  Rice. — (3.) 
Nays. — Benjamin  Arnold,  Moses  Lippitt,  Peleg  Salsbury,  Peter  Greene, 
Rufus  Barton,  jr.,  James  Arnold,  Nathan  Rice,  Jonathan  Gorton,  Nathan 
Millard,  Daniel  Clapp,  James  Tripp,  Stephen  Arnold,  Thomas  Holden, 
Benoni  Price,  William  Arnold,  jr.,  Caleb  Gorton,  Abraham  Chace,  Thomas 
Arnold,  Mathew  Price,  Moses  Budlong,  jr.,  John  Levally,  Rhodes  Bud- 
long,  Samuel  Davis, William  Rice,(ofNath.,)  Abraham  Lippitt,  Samuel  Mil- 
lard,William  Gorton, (son  to  Benj.,)  Anthony  Rice,  James  Greene,  Othuiel 
Gorton,  Elisha  Brown,  Nehemiah  Atwood,  Edward  Stafford,  Joseph  Gor- 
ton, (son  of  Nath.,)  Peter  Levally,  Thomas  Rice,  jr.,  Nathan  Budlong, 
Thomas  Tiffany,  Nathan  Gorton,'  Charles  Allen,  Samuel  Sweet,  Elisha 
Baker,  (son  of  Philip,)  James  Arnold,  jr.,  Daniel  Snell,  Job  Carpenter, 
Caleb  Hathaway,  Elisha  Baker,  3d,  John  Lippitt,  Othniel  Wightman, 
Samuel  Budlong,  Caleb  Greene,  Moses  Arnold,  Daniel  Baker,  Joseph  Ben- 
net,  George  Barker,  John  Hall,  Joseph  Arnold,  (son  of  J.,)  Benjamin  Bar- 
ton, Christopher  Greene,  (son  of  Sam.,)  Joseph  Brown,  Josephus  Rice,  Du- 
tee  Jerauld,  Stukley  Wickes,  Philip  Wightman,  Stephen  Greene,  Solomon 
Howard,  Wilbur  Carpenter,  James  Arnold,  3d,  John  Budlong,  Joseph 
Straight,  Benjamin  Gorton,  John  Levally,  jr.,  Ebenezer  Greene,  James 
Greene,  4th,  Wightman  Sweet,  Samuel  Gorton,  jr.,  James  Greene,  5th, 
James  Whipple,  John  Allen,  William  Rice,  Gideon  Arnold,  William  Pot- 
ter, John  Arnold,  jr.,  Paul  Nichols,  John  Clapp,  Elisha  Carpenter,  Ben- 
jamin Greene,  son  of  Caleb,  Rufus  Barton,  Joseph  Briggs,  Thomas  Rem- 
ington, William  Warner,  Jeremiah  Westcott,  James  Carder,  jr.,  William 
Havens,  John  Millerd,  jr.,  Dutee  Arnold,  Henry  Arnold,  Edward  Arnold, 
John  Lilley,  Caleb  Atwood,  George  Carder,  Thomas  Stone,  Anthony  Ar- 
nold, Henry  Remington,  Philip  Arnold,  jr.,   William   Gorton,  jr.,   Joseph 
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Gorton,  Jonathan  Ellis,  Thomas  Slocum,  John  Wells,  Anthoby  Holden, 
William  Potter,  William  Levally,  Thomas  Westcott,  Benjamin  Levally, 
Benjamin  Gorton,  jr.,  Stephen  Briggs,  William  Holden,  James  Carder, 
Job  Briggs,  David  Kuapp,  Thomas  Stafford,  Charles  Holden,  George  Ar- 
nold, William  Burk,  Caleb  Westcott,  Daniel  Scranton,  Thomas  Arnold, 
son  of  Benj.,  William  Waterman,  David  Wightman,  Thomas  Greene,  son 
of  Fones,  Philip  AVeaver,  Benjamin  Nichols,  David  Arnold,  Nicholas  Ar- 
nold, Randall  Holden,  Thomas  Remington,.  3d,  Christopher  Thornton, 
Nathan  Hathaway,  George  Arnold,  jr. — (140.) 

WESTERLY. 

Yeas. — George  Potter,  Samuel  Bliven,  Joseph  Stillman,  George  Foster, 
Thomas  Noyes,  Simeon  Burdick,  jr.,  John  Stillman,  George  Stillman,  jr., 
Benjamin  Pendleton,  Joseph  Potter,  Peleg  Saunders,  Amos  Maxson. — (12.) 

Nats. — Joseph  Noyes,  Isaiah  Willcox,  Ichabod  Babcock,  Amos  Pendle- 
ton, Oliver  Dodge,  Benjamin  Barber,  Nathan  Babcock,  Joseph  Crandall, 
Samuel  Allen,  Peleg  Berry,  Jonathan  Sisson,  Jesse  Babcock,  Sumner  Chap- 
man, William  Greene,  Sylvester  Crumb,  Ezekiel  Gavit,  jr.,  Samuel  Champ- 
lin,  John  Gavit,  jr.,  James  Sanders,  jr.,  Gideon  Frazier,  David  Hall,  Elias 
Crandal),  Stephen  Rathbun,  Jude  Taylor,  Hezekiah  Gavit,  Joseph  Bab- 
cock, Thomas  Taylor,  William  R.  Greene,  Valentine  Willcox,  Benjamin 
Peckham,  Theodaly  Hall,  Joseph  Maxson,  John  Bliven,  William  Vincent, 
George  Sisson,  Isaiah  Willcox,  jr.,  Joseph  Wilbur,  Samuel  Pendleton,  Jer- 
emiah Wilbur,  William  Hiscox,  Joseph  Lewis,  Theodaly  Bliven,  Daniel 
Bliven,  Joseph  Pendleton,  Edward  Sanders,  Isaac  Varse,  Augustus  Sanders, 
Stephen  Gavit,  Christopher  Segar,  Oliver  Lewis,  Henry  Crandall,  Joseph 
Hiscox,  Elisha  Sisson,  Peleg  Ross,  John  Tefft,  James  Ross. —  (56.) 

NEW  SHOREHAM. 

Nats. — Stephen  Franklin,  Abel  Franklin,  Amasa  Dickens,  Mark  Dodge, 
jr.,  Thomas  Rose,  Anthony  Littlefield,  John  Littlefield,  jr.,  Shadrach  Card, 
John  Gorton,  Lodowick  ISIott,  Thomas  Mitchell,  Jeremiah  Mitchell,  Ed- 
ward Ball,  Peleg  Pocock,  Hezekiah  Dodge,  Edmund  Sheffield,  Daniel  Mott, 
William  Paine,  Jonathan  Mitchell,  jr.,  Daniel  Dickens,  Joseph  Mitchell, 
John  Ross,  John  Paine,  Samuel  Dodge,.  James  Dodge,  Tristam  Dodge,  Ca- 
leb Littlefield,  Walter  Rathbun,  Edward  Sands,  John  Sands,  Tredwell 
Sands,  Thomas  Littlefield.— (32.) 

NORTH   KINGSTOWN. 

Yeas. — Jabez  Reynolds,  Nathan  Allen. — (2.) 

Nats. — Beriah  Brown,  Philip  Jenkins,  John  Rathbone,  Judah  Kingsley, 
John  Greene,   Jeremiah  Hunt  of  Samuel,   Benjamin  Cole  jr.,  Frederic 
38 
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Gardner,  iBenjamin  Tanner,  George  Congdon  of  Joseph,  Oliver  Carpenter, 
Stephen  Northup,  Daniel  Dawley,  Daniel  Updike,  John  Cozzens,  John 
Greene  jr.,  John  M'Kenzie,  Silas  James,  Joseph  Pearce  of  Giles,  William 
Congdon,  George  Thomas  of  Samuel,  Thomas  Clark,  Pcleg  Arnold,  Henry 
Northup  of  Joseph,  Jonathan  Reynolds,  James  Congdon,  Job  Corey,  Na- 
thaniel J.  Sherman,  Benjamin  Watson  jr.,  Thomas  Rathbone,  Arthur  Ayles- 
worth,  Sylvester  Gardner,  Isaac  Hall,  John  Northup,  Samuel  Sweet,  John 
Cleaveland,  Edmond  Arnold,  Benjamin  Jefferson,  Joshua  Davis,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Stephen  Watson,  Benjamin  Watson,  Francis  Reynolds,  John  Mory, 
William  Northup,  James  Austin,  Matthew  Allen,  Daniel  Fones,  Samuel 
Brenton,  John  Congdon,  John  Vaughau,  Hezekiah  Remington,  William 
Wall,  Silas  Sherman,  William  Spencer,  Corps  Essex,  Caleb  Watson,  Jon- 
athan Kingsley,  Daniel  Vaughan,  David  Greene  jr.,  Ishmael  Spink,  David 
Greene,  Jeremiah  Hazard,  Joshua  Pearce,  John  Greene  of  David,  Anthony 
Rathbone,  Stephen  Congdon,  Charles  Brown  jr.,  Samuel  Warner,  James 
Sweet,  John  Sherman,  John  Brown,  Rouse  Helme,  Ephraim  Mitchell  jr., 
Gideon  Northup,  James  Updike,  William  Slocum,  Sylvester  Havens,  Ben- 
jamin Reynolds  of  Jonathan,  Samuel  Watson,  Daniel  Wall,  Joshua  Brown, 
William  Remington,  Eber  Sherman,  William  Hall  of  John,  Charles  Brown, 
Perry  Kenyon,  John  Brown  jr.,  James  Rose,  Peter  Burlingame,  John 
Chadsey,  Japhat  Bicknell,  Freeborn  Hazard,  William  Mowry,  Slocum 
Hall,  Job  Card,  Caleb  Hill  jr.,  John  Bowles,  Nicholas  Spink,  Nicholas 
Spencer,  Benedict  Peckham,  Jabez  Chadsey,  Gideon  Hazard,  Stukly  Hill, 
Sylvester  Pearce,  Robert  Eldred,  Joshua  Yaughan,  Stephen  Sweet,  Benja- 
min Reynolds  of  R.,  Stephen  Davis,  Joseph  Case,  Giles  Pearce,  Samuel 
Thomas,  Christopher  Congdon,  Joshua  Wells,  Richard  Phillips,  Joseph 
Northup,  Samuel  Brown,  Henry  Sherman,  Ebenezer  Herrington,  John 
Congdon  of  Jos.,  Gideon  Gardner,  Amos  Gardner,  Phenix  Brown,  Stephen 
Sherman,  William  Reynolds,  Benedict  Brown,  Jonathan  Allen,  Caleb  Hill, 
James  Hiams,  George  Congdon,  Jeremiah  Aylesworlh,  William  Brown, 
John  Havens,  George  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Benedict  Dayton,  John 
Hazard  of  Jona.,  Beriah  Waite,  William  Hall  of  Robert,  John  Aliu,  Sam- 
uel Kingsley,  Samuel  Case,  James  Northup  jr.,  Richard  Phillips  of  W., 
George  Thomas  of  John,  Joseph  Taylor,  Savil  Kingsley,  Langworthy  Pearce, 
Henry  Eldred,  John  Reynolds  of  Robert,  Thomas  Weathers,  Peleg  Corey, 
Samuel  Dyer,  James  Gardner  jr.,  Samuel  D.  Allen,  William  Hammond, 
Lodowick  Updike,  James  Northup,  Remington  Northup. — (160.) 

SOUTH  KINGSTOWN. 

Yea. — Joseph  Perkins. — (1.) 

Nats  — Joseph  Hazard,  John  Franklin,  Robert  Champlin,  Samuel  Segar, 
Stephen  Hassard,    Caleb  Teffi,   Samuel  Gardner,   Thomas  Champlin  jr., 
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John  Gardner  (Boston  Neck,)  Ebenezer  Tefft,  Simon  Eay  Mumford,  Sam- 
uel J.  Potter,  John  Robinson,  Caleb  Chappel,  Robert  Hazard,  Timothy 
Peckham,  Tennant  TefFt,  Robert  Hazard  of  Joseph,  Thomas  Segar,  Stephen 
Potter,  JefFry  Watson,  William  Dyre,  John  Watson  of  JefFry,  Thomas  Rob- 
bins,  Isaac  Tanner,  Samuel  Whaley,  William  Barber,  Stephen  Charnplin, 
John  Larcher,  William  Steadmau,  Tennant  T«fFt  jr.,  Gardner  TefFt,  Clarke 
Hopkins,  Benjamin  Perry,  James  Steadman,  Nathaniel  Mumford,  Christo- 
pher Robinson  jr.,  Benjamin  Robinson,  Samuel  Whaley  jr.,  Benjamin 
Hazard,  Henry  Reynolds,  Rowland  Brown,  John  Cross,  James  Shearman, 
Silas  Wheeler,  Christopher  Robinson,  Joseph  Gould,  George  Babcock,  Wil- 
liam Perry.  Henry  H.  HoUend,  David  Babcock,  Thomas  Steadman  jr., 
James  TefFt,  Samuel  Babcock,  Allen  Gardner,  Wilkinson  Browning,  Gid- 
eon Babcock,  Benjamin  Potter  jr.,  Daniel  TefFt  3d,  Elisha  Watson  (of  Jef- 
fry,")  Thoma's  Champlin,  Samuel  Perry  jr..  Sands  Perkins,  Joseph  Carpen- 
ter, Robert  L.  Knowles,  Moses  Barber,  Nathan  Peterson,  Gideon  Gardner, 
Josephus  Peckham,  Elisha  Watson  (of  John,)  Augustus  Babcock,  Ezekiel 
Watson,  Isaac  Sheldon,  John  Weeden,  William  Rodman,  Joseph  Browning, 
Robert  Browning,  Jeremiah  Carpenter,  Joseph  Segar,  Edward  Lock,  Peleg 
Kenyon,  Caleb  Gardner,  Gideon  Lillibridge,  Peleg  Babcock,  Barber  Peck- 
ham, John  Hopkins,  Josias  Tanner,  James  Barber,  Paris  Gardner,  Walter 
Watson,  Daniel  Steadman,  Gideon  Greenman,  Henry  Potter,  Benjamin 
Peckham,  William  Peckham,  JefFry  H.  Browning,  David  Larkiu,  William 
Taylor,  Robert  Rodman,  Freeman  Perry,  Thomas  Browning,  JefFry  Wat- 
son jr.,  Thomas  Eldred,  John  Babcock,  John  P.  Peckham,  David  Shearman, 
Francis  Tanner,  Thomas  Hopkins,  Thomas  H.  Hazard,  Richard  Gardner, 
John  Segar,  James  Card,  John  Champlio,  Christy  Potter,  Rowse  Potter, 
Samuel  Hoxsie,  John  Greenman,  William  Wilcox,  Silas  Gardner,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Timothy  Peckham  (blacksmith,)  John  Albro,  John  Congdon, 
Lawrence  Pearce,  Ray  Sands. — (125.) 

EAST  GREEKWICn. 

Yeas. — Arnold  StafFord,  William  Sw^eet  jr, —  (2.) 

Nats. — Caleb  Briggs,  James  Wightman  jr.,  Thomas  Vaughan,  Pardon 
Allen,  Caleb  Hall,  John  Pearce  (of  B.),  David  Austin,  Edward  Weeden, 
Elisha  Greene,  Gardner  Spencer,  Richard  Briggs,  John  Yaughan,  Dennis 
Carver,  John  Gardner,  William  Briggs,  Benjamin  Langford,  Caleb  Whit- 
ford,  David  Vaughan  (of  D.),  Wilson  Spencer  (of  S.),  James  Sweet  (of  S.) 
Amos  Spencer,  Benjamin  Vaughan,  Henry  Spencer,  William  Bailey,  Caleb 
Coggeshall,  David  Vaughan,  John  Spencer,  John  Tarbox,  Joseph  Wight- 
man,  Remington  Kenyon,  John  Carpenter,  Thomas  Shippee  jr.,  Robert 
Vaughan,  Samuel  Wightman,  Job  Card,  Morgan  Carver,  Joseph  Baley, 
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Richard  Aylesworth,  Samuel  Tarbox,  David  Nortliup,  Allen  Fry,  Thomas 
Coggeshall,  "William  Marks,  Wilson  Spencer,  William  Gardner,  George 
Spencer,  Benoni  Ilealy,  David  Vaughan  3d,  Amos  Vaughau,  Benjamin 
Vaughan  jr.,  Thomas  Hall,  Christopher  Vaughan,  Jonathan  Capron,  AVil- 
liam  Peirce,  Joseph  Cornell,  Moses  Spencer,  James  Wightman,  Samuel 
Reynolds,  Joshua  Godfrey,  Anthony  Spencer,  Jonathan  Niles,  IVIichael 
Spencer,  John  Fry,  Thomas  Howland,  Joseph  Fry,  William  Foster,  Duty 
Weaver,  Robert  Baley,  Job  Comstock,  Jonathan  Weaver,  Oliver  Arnold, 
Stephen  Greene,  Benjamin  Fry,  Silas  Spencer,  William  Weaver,  Christo- 
pher Weaver,  William  Spencer,  Josiah  Jones,  Nathan  Spencer,  Jeremiah 
Spencer,  Henry  Whitman,  Thomas  Place,  Sylvester  Sweet,  Thomas  Al- 
drich,  Thomas  Briggs,  Amos  Jones,  Pardon  Mawney,  William  Greene  (of 
Elisha),  Thomas  Spencer,  George  Nichols,  Benjamin  Howland. — (91.) 

Jamestown. 

Yeas. — Isaac  Hazard,  Edward  Carr,  Nicholas  Carr,  Peleg  Carr,  John 
Weeden. — (5.) 

Nays. — Rowland  Robinson,  Hazzard  Knowles,  John  Franklin,  George 
Franklin,  John  Howland,  Richard  Tew,  William  Battey,  John  Eldred, 
Thomas  Hazard,  Abel  Franklin,  Samuel  Hopkins. — (H.) 

SMITHFIEI.D. 

Yeas. — Joseph  Whipple,  William  Mowry. — (2.) 

Nays. — John  Sayles,  Samuel  Aldrich  jr.,  Abram  Winsor,  Stephen 
Whipple,  Benjamin  Medbury,  Nathan  Dexter,  Oziel  Sayles,  Christopher 
Wilbor,  Charles  Angell,  Jonathan  Millerd,  Jesse  Jenks,  Amos  Cass,  Gid- 
eon Angell,  Richard  Harris,  Jonathan  Harris,  Israel  Smith,  Stephen  Al- 
drich, Stephen  Eddy,  Nathan  Medbury,  Edward  Medbury,  Augustus  Win- 
sor, Thomas  Newman,  Richard  BufFum,  Israel  Harris,  Joseph  Sprague, 
Philip  Mowry,  Israel  Arnold,  Jared  Jenks,  Solomon  Mowry,  David  Harris 
3d,  William  Gully,  Sylvanus  Sayles,  Nathan  Aldrich,  .Jonathan  Paine,  Dan- 
iel Wilbur,  Samuel  Aldrich  4th,  Abram  Arnold,  Joseph  Killey,  Jonathan 
Sprague,  John  Comstock,  Hezekiah  Herenden,  Abraham  Angell,  Esek 
Angell,  Benoni  Paine,  Othniel  Mathewson,  Richard  Thornton,  Nathaniel 
Mowry,  Daniel  Mowry  jr.,  Aholiab  Spalding,  Eleazer  Mowry,  Peter  Tefft, 
Thomas  Shippee,  Joel  Cruff,  Richard  Mowry  jr.,  John  Hawkins,  Joshua 
Aldrich,  Charles  Sayles,  John  Sayles  3d,  Samuel  Hill  jr.,  Thomas  Smith, 
Stephen  Arnold  jr.,  Abel  Mowry,  Joshua  Arnold,  Robert  Staples,  George 
Streeter,  Ebenezer  Staples,  William  Potter,  John  Sayles  jr.,  Natliau  Ar- 
nold, Israel  Wilkinson,  James  Appleby  jr.,  James  Teffi,  James  Appleby, 
Samuel  Keech,  John  Appleby,  Joseph  Aldrich,  John  Carpenter,  Samuel 
Aldrich  5th,   John  Ballon,   David  Evans  jr.,   Luke  Arnold,    Christopher 
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Gully,  Ezekiel  Angell  jr.,  Stephen  Arnold,  David  Evans,  Aaron  Clarke, 
David  Angell,  David  Alverson,  Jabez  Angell,  Benjamin  Brown,  Benjamin 
Newell,  Samuel  Holmes,  Darius  Sayles,  Obed  Seaver,  Stukley  Sayles, 
Peleg  Peck,  John  Whipple,  Benjamin  Sheldon,  Jonathan  Mowry,  Reuben 
Aldrich,  Stephen  Sayles,  James  Smith,  Andrew  "Waterman,  Smith  Sayles, 
John  Winsor,  Daniel  Sayles,  Samuel  Cruff,  Joab  Man,  Stephen  Mowry, 
Robert  Lapham,  Joseph  Angell,  Zenas  "Winsor,  Benjamin  Wing,  Elisha 
Smith,  Nathan  Angell,  Noah  Bartlett,  Israel  Aldrich,  Daniel  Man,  Reuben 
Phillips,  Samuel  Man,  Job  Aldrich,  Robert  Harris,  John  Goldthwaite,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Abram  Mathewson,  Gideon  Comstock,  EleazerCass,  Nicholas 
Jenks,  William  Ballou,  Maturin  Ballou,  Silas  Arnold,  John  Man  jr.,  Oliver 
Arnold,  Nathaniel  Spalding,  Esek  Sayles,  Israel  Tefft,  Benjamin  Sayles, 
Stephen  Farnum,  Arthur  Latham,  John  Paine,  Job  Mowry  jr.,  Jonathan 
Newell,  Job  Mowry,  Philip  Sweet,  Bernard  Chase,  Joshua  Smith,  Na- 
thaniel Aldrich,  Esek  Smith,  Juni  Smith,  Benajah  Sweet,  Le.vi  Aldrich, 
Moses  Ballou,  Jonathan  Angell,  Isaac  Brayton,  Stephen  Brayton,  Daniel 
Smith  jr.,  Levi  Barnes,  Daniel  Winsor. — (158.) 

SCITUATE. 

Yeas. — None. 

Nays. — William  West,  John  Harris,  Josiah  Colvin,  Reuben  Hopkins, 
William  Seamans,  Nathan  Bates,  Peleg  Fisk,  Oliver  Westcott,  Stephen 
Smith,  John  Wright,  Jabez  Relph,  John  Yaughan,  Richard  Smith.  Oba- 
diah  AValker,  Benjamin  Wright,  Thomas  Weaver,  Isaac  Hopkins,  William 
Salsbury  3d,  Thomas  Henrys,  Reuben  Hopkins,  Eliezer  Collins,  Benjamin 
Horton,  John  Hill,  Isaac  Medbury,  Emor  Olney,  Peleg  Peck,  Ephraim  Wil- 
liams, Ezekiel  Wood,  John  Gile,  Pardon  Angell,  Nicholas  Thomas,  Ben- 
jamin Bosworth,  Noah  Aldrich,  Aaron  Aldrich,  Thomas  Mathewson  jr., 
Henry  Wheeler,  Nathaniel  Lo\  el,  Jeremiah  Stone,  Bamett  Wood,  Stephen 
Young  jr.,  Gideon  Cornell,  William  Aldrich,  William  Salisbury  jr.,  Charles 
Walker,  John  Pratt,  Ralph  King,  Abraham  Angell,  John  Bennett,  Samuel 
Wilbor,  Nathaniel  Medbury,  Dean  Kimball,  Caleb  Westcott,  Ephraim  Ed- 
wards, Thomas  Field,  Samuel  Jenckes,  Charles  Stone,  Benjamin  Bosworth, 
Job  Keech,  John  Potter  jr.,  Benjamin  Taylor,  Caleb  Potter,  Christopher 
Smith,  Levi  Seamans,  Simeon  Wilbur,  Samuel  Fenner,  Joseph  Fenner, 
Daniel  Fisk  jr.,  James  Fenner,  William  Barnes,  William  F.  Potter,  Rich- 
ard Knight,  William  Potter,  Benjamin  Wood,  Francis  Parker,  John  Pearce, 
Nathan  Smith,  Joseph  Young,  Abraham  Yaw,  Stephen  Randall,  Daniel 
Seamans,  John  West,  Samuel  King,  Simeon  Arnold,  Stephen  Smith  jr., 
Samuell  Angell,  Samuel  Wright,  Timothy  Hopkins,  Isaac  Medbury  jr., 
Joseph  Knight,  Thomas  Roberts,  Daniel  Westcott,  David  Burlingame,  Jon- 
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athan  Baker,  James  Aldrich  jr.,  Jesse  Brown,  Joseph  Huntington  jr., 
Moses  Fisk,  Gideon  Harris,  Peleg  Westcott,  Edward  Searles,  Stephen  Da- 
vis, Samuel  Potter,  Moses  Potter,  Hanau  Hopkins,  Square  Franklin,  John 
Wilbur,  Thomas  Parker,  John  Phillips,  Abraham  Burlingame,  Abuer  Bur- 
lingame,  Andrew  Angell,  Arthur  Fenner,  Thomas  Harris,  James  Aldrich, 
Jonathan  Smith,  Aaron  Colvin,  Stephen  Young,  Thomas  Mowry,  John  Ed- 
wards, Job  Eandall,  Jonathan  Knight,  Asa  Tourtellot,  Samuel  Franklin, 
Jonathan  Andrew,  Peleg  Fuller,  Jonathan  Remington,  Samuel  TefFt,  "Wil- 
liam Battey,  James  Blackmore,  William  JefFerds,  Joseph  Bennett,  Eza 
Knight,  Joseph  Wight,  Jonathan  Tourtellot,  William  Colgrove,  Stephen 
Peckham,  David  Yaw,  Hezekiah  Wheeler,  Benajah  Knight,  Charles  Hop- 
kins, Peleg  Colvin,  David  Phillips,  Asahel  Collins,  John  Franklin,  Israel 
Phillips,  Elihu  Brown,  Aaron  Wight,  Thomas  Mathewson,  Charles  Harris. 
Abner  Pratt,  Job  Wilbur,  James  Franklin,  Elisha  Bowen,  William  Corey 
jr.,  Joseph, Harris,  Oliver  Harris. — (156.) 

GLOCESTER. 

Yeas. — Benjamin  Wilkinson,  Thomas  Owen,  Jonathan  Harris,  William 
Ross,  Eleazer  Harris,  Stephen  Blackmar,  Simon  Smith,  David  Richmond, 
Jesse  Brown,  William  Steere. — (10.) 

Nays. — Joseph  Olney,  Arnold  Smith,  Benjamin  Colwell,  Ebenezer  Han- 
dy, John  Smith,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Timothy  Wilmarth,  Stephen  Cooper, 
Abraham  Winsor,  Uriah  Hawkins,  Jeremiah  Sweet,  John  Durfee,  Heze- 
kiah Tiuckom,  Caleb  Logee,  Stephen  Cook,  John  Andrews,  Daniel  Owen, 
Stephen  Smith,  Jirah  Ballon,  Stephen  Steere,  William  Colwell  jr.,  Ezekiel 
Brown,  Enoch  Steere,  Samuel  Phetteplace,  Elisha  Inman,  Richard  Coman, 
Charles  Wood,  David  Inman,  Esquire  Luther,  John  Kimball,  Daniel  Brown, 
Amasa  Endy,  Amos  Winsor,  Stephen  Whipple,  Samuel  Cook,  Israel  Sayles, 
Timothy  Jenne,  Esek  Smith,  William  Coman,  Jocktan  Putnam,  Asa  Bur- 
lingame, Thomas  Howland,  Stephen  Evans,  George  Hunt,  Benjamin  Sals- 
bury,  James  King  jr.,  Joseph  Howland,  Nathan  Paine  3d,  Zaccheus  Al- 
drich, Jeremiah  Ballard  jr.,  Josiah  Brown,  Daniel  Smith,  Nathaniel  Wade, 
Stephen  Woodward,  Squire  Williams,  Preserved  Herenden,  John  Phette- 
place, Ezekiel  Sayles,  Stephen  Colwell,  Michael  Cook,  Stukly  Turner,  Caleb 
Arnold,  Gideon  Bishop,  William  Turner,  Joshua  Mathewson,  James  Har- 
ris, Robert  Sanders  jr.,  Thomas  Smith,  Othniel  Sanders,  John  Salsbury, 
Ebenezer  Darling,  Gideon  Cook,  Jacob  Ballard,  Asahel  Stone,  Adam  Phil- 
lips, Obadiah  Inman,  Barzillai  Dexter,  Jonathan  Cowen,  George  Brown, 
Andrew  Darling,  Thomas  Steere,  Robert  Colwell  jr.,  David  Colwell,  James 
Lewis,  Joseph  Davis,  Elkanah  Brown,  Amos  Williams,  Oziel  Hopkins,  Olney 
Eddy,  Chad  Brown,  David  Ballon,  John  Inman,  William  Eddy,  Jdshua  Cook, 
John  Davis,  Joseph  Esten,  Moses  Cooper,  Caleb  Bartlett,  Charles  Colwell? 
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Willard  Eddy,  Aaron  Arnold,  John  Stone,  Edward  Davis,  James  Reynolds, 
Ishmael  Sayles,  Esek  Whipple,  Thomas  Sayles,  Barak  Benson.  John  Whip- 
ple, Zebulon  Wade,  Ezra  Brown,  Solomon  Herenden,  Asa  Ballon,  John 
Wells  jr..  Job  Steere,  Thomas  Barnes,  Samuel  Potter,  Daniel  Barnes,  Jesse 
Eddy,  Christopher  Sayles,  James  Stone,  Aaron  Logee,  Simeon  Place,  Daniel 
Evans,  Henry  Sanders,  Ezra  Steere,  William  Wilkinson,  Stephen  Salsbury, 
Ebenezer  Darling,  John  Rowland,  David  Ballon  (of  Sam.),  Samuel  May, 
Samuel  Winsor,  Jesse  Potter,'Simeon  Sweet,  Benajah  Whipple,  Aaron  Win- 
sor,  James  King,  Charles  Salsbury,  Nicholas  Potter,  Jesse  Armstrong,  Silas 
Thayer,  Elkanah  Sherman,  Simeon  Smith,  James  Cowan,  Thomas  Wood, 
Benedict  Burlingame,  Eleazer  Ballon,  Jesse  Lapham,  John  Mathewson,  jr., 
Noah  Steere,  Zebedee  Hopkins  jr.,  Bazaleel  Paine,  Caleb  Steere,  Nathan 
Cooper,  Andrew  Herenden,  William  Tourtellot,  Eliakim  Phetteplace,  Jo- 
seph Shippee,  Thomas  Owen  jr.,  Andrew  Phillips,  William  Wood,  Elisha 
Burlingame,  Elisha  Steere,  William  Wade,  Martin  Smith,  Sylvanus  Cook, 
Thomas  Burlingame,  Abab  Sayles,  Stephen  Winsor,  Reuben  Mason,  Ben- 
jamin Warner,  Jethro  Lapham,  Rufus  Williams,  Solomon  Lapham,  Wil- 
liam Arnold,  Aaron  Phillips,  Ezekiel  Phetteplace,  Obadiah  Fenner,  Benjamin 
Hawkins,  Joseph  Hawkins,  Jeremiah  Irons  jr.,  Moses  Cooper  jr.,  Jonathan 
Bowen,  Jonathan  Vallett,  Edward  Greene,  William  Hawkins,  Benjamin 
Cowen,  John  Wells,  Daniel  Page,  Joseph  Keech,  Joseph  Brown,  David 
Richardson,  Stephen  Aldrich,  Jesse  Aldrich,  David  Vallett,  Seth  Hunt, 
Jonathan  Eddy  jr.,  David  Burlingame,  Samuel  Phetteplace  jr.,  William 
Hawkins  jr.,  Jesse  Winsor,  Jesse  Keech,  Stephen  Barnes,  Elijah  Arm- 
strong, John  Steere,  Abraham  Clarke,  Joshua  Luther,  Joseph  Phillips,  Wil- 
liam Page  jr.,  John  Cowen  jr.,  Moses  Taft,  Ezekiel  Phetteplace,  Abia  Lu- 
ther, Peter  Aldrich,  John  Perry,  Nathaniel  Bowditch  jr.,  David  Mowry, 
Solomon  Owen,  John  Esten  jr.,  Esek  Brown,  John  Smithson,  Stephen 
Sanders,  Noah  Eddy,  Benjamin  Paine,  Stephen  Cowen,  Joseph  Smith. — 
(227.) 

CHAKLESTOWN. 

Yeas. — Stephen  Hoxsie  jr.,  James  Cougdon,  Christopher  Babcock,  Gid- 
eon Hoxsie  jr.,  Gideon  Hoxsie,  Robert  Congdon. — (6.) 

Nats. — Joseph  Stanton  jr.,  Thomas  Greene,  Jonathan  J.  Hazard,  Sam- 
uel Cross,  Gideon  Johnson,  Jonathan  Hazard  jr.,  William  Card,  Joshua 
Card,  John  Greene,  Joseph  HoUoway,  Thomas  Healy,  Isaac  Sanders, 
Amos  Greene,  Thomas  Greene  jr.,  Simeon  Clark,  Jonathan  Clark,  Joseph 
Sheffield,  Thomas  Hoxsie,  John  Collier,  Gideon  Holloway,  William  Clarke, 
Rawson  Clarke,  Griffith  Hazard,  Nathan  Tucker,  Christopher  Wording, 
Joseph  Pettee,  Bradick  Greene,  Ichabod  Closson,  William  Purkin,  Benja- 
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min  Potter,  Allen  Greene,  James  Peckham,  Joseph  Davis,  John  Kenyon, 
Stephen  Stanton,  Joshua  Card  jr,  Jonathan  Macomber,  Josiah  Utter,  Oli- 
ver Clarke,  Thomas  Knowles,  William  Clarke,  Samuel  Wording,  John 
Closson,  Joshua  Kenyon,  Kenyon  Larkin,  Benjamin  Wording,  Rhodes  Hall, 
Thomas  Sheffield,  Stephen  Nye,  Joshua  Kenyon  jr.,  Benjamin  Hoxsie  jr. — 
(51.) 

WEST  GREEN^\^C^. 

Yeas. — Pardon  TiUinghast,  Pardon  Tillinghast  jr. — (2.) 

Nays. — James  Reynolds,  Benjamin  Greene,  James  Convis,  Nicholas 
Whitford,  Henry  Tanner,  Augustus  Ellis,  Joshua  Carr,  George  Potter, 
Caleb  Hall,  Thomas  Albro,  Alexander  Hopkins,  Caleb  Greene,  John 
Weathers,  Elisha  Johnson,  William  Henry  Davis,  William  Matteson, 
Uriah  Matteson,  David  Austin,  Nathaniel  Palmer,  Robert  Carr,  John  Her- 
enton,  Arthur  Aylesworth,  Joseph  Matteson,  Simeon  Whitford,  Jonathan 
Matteson,  William  Richmond,  Daniel  Pearce,  Abel  Greene,  Amos  Reynolds, 
Caleb  Bentle)-,  Ezekiel  Matteson,  John  Strait,  William  Ellis,  Thomas 
Nichols,  Joseph  Weaver,  William  Nichols,  Samuel  Turner,  Rufus  Kettle, 
Thomas  Rogers,  William  Spencer,  Thomas  Joslin,  Jeremiah  Matteson,  John 
Carpenter,  Ephraim  Letson,  John  Hopkins,  Pentecost  Sweet.  Jacob  Lewis, 
Robert  Carpenter,  Joseph  Niles  jr.,  Edward  Burleson,  Joseph  Burleson, 
William  Burleson.  Joseph  Wood,  John  Reynolds,  Thomas  Strait,  Thomas 
Matteson,  David  Aylesworth,  Joseph  Doliver,  Reuben  Whitford,  Henry 
Olin,  Benjamin  Weaver  jr.,  Samuel  Greene,  George  Dyer,  Caleb  Bailey, 
William  Sweet,  Colonel  Briggs,  John  Sweet,  Joseph  Draper,  Rufus  Ellis, 
Caleb  Carr,  William  Davis,  Joseph  Doliver  jr.,  Joseph  Potter,  David  Cal- 
ver,  Josiah  Brown,  Abel  Matteson,  Elisha  Sweet,  William  Spink,  Thomas 
Hall,  Jonathan  .Matteson  jr.,  Joseph  Hopkins  jr.,  David  Matteson  3d, 
Thomas  Collins,  Benjamin  Johnson,  John  Johnson,  Rufus  Matteson,  Jon- 
athan Dean,  John  Parker,  Thomas  Wait,  Edmund  Matteson,  Charles  Carr, 
John  Hall,  Thomas  Wilcox,  Caleb  Matteson,  Job  Matteson,  Amos  Jakway, 
Peleg  Sweet,  Thomas  Whitford,  Henry  Sweet,  John  Comstock  (of  Jona.), 
Robert  Hall,  Adam  Richmond,  Nathan  Strait,  Thomas  Colegrove,  Benja- 
min Gardner,  Joseph  Gardner,  John  Matteson,  Levi  Whitford,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  John  Baily,  Esek  Carr,  Joseph  Case,  Silas  Matteson,  Jeremiah  Aus- 
tin, Henry  Olin  jr..  Burton  Sweet,  Thomas  Matteson,  David  Matteson, 
James  Congdon,  Josiah  Matteson,  Jesse  Sweet,  Thomas  Manchester,  Hez- 
ekiah  Gorton,  Rufus  Wait,  Benjamin  Austin,  David  Hall,  Samuel  Hopkins, 
Thomas  Young,  Josiah  Matteson  jr.,  Obadiah  Matteson,  John  Briggs,  Eli- 
sha Arnold,  Jonathan  Comstock,  William  Sweet  jr.,  Gideon  Wait,  Judiah 
Judiah,  Daniel  Howard,  Lodowick  Greene,   David  Matteson  jr.,  James 
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"Weaver,  Silas  Baily,  John  Greene,  Ellis  Austin,  Jeremiah  Stone,  Hazard 
Boss.— (145.)  ' 

EXETER. 

Yeas. — Pardon  Tillinghast,  George  Peirce,  Oliver  Spink,  Daniel  Til- 
linghast,  Samuel  Tillinghast,  Stuckly  Tillinghast. — (6.) 

Nays. — Robert  Reynolds,  Henry  Harrington,  Thomas  Weeden,  John 
Hoxsie,  Job  "Willcox,  Joseph  Baker,  Joseph  Crandall,  George  Willcox, 
James  Lewis,  Gardner  Lillibridge,  John  Teift,  Hopson  Willcox,  George 
Reynolds,  Daniel  Whitman,  William  Potter,  Robert  Willcox,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Michael  Dawley,  Joseph  Money,  John  Joslin  jr.,  Stephen  Watson, 
Benjamin  Potter,  Daniel  Dawley,  Nathan  Dawley,  Benjamin  Brown,  John 
Richmond,  David  Hill,  Timothy  Lawton,  George  Rathbone,  Daniel  Sunder- 
lin,  William  HoUoway,  Oliver  Dawley,  William  Hiams,  Moses  Barber, 
John  Browning,  Joseph  James,  Nathaniel  Barber,  John  Cottrell,  Stephen 
C.  Gardner,  Christopher  Harrington,  Simeon  Rathbone,  John  Champlin, 
Daniel  Sunderlin  jr.,  Robert  Willcox,  Joseph  Rathbone,  Ebenezer  Moon, 
Benjamin  Reynolds  (o(  C),  Benjamin  Bentley  jr.,  John  Bates,  Augustus 
Sunderlin,  William  Strange,  Earl  King,  Stephen  Richmond,  Samuel  Champ- 
lin, Eber  Sherman,  Jonathan  Reynolds,  Nathan  Willcox,  John  Herriugton, 
Samuel  Bissell,  Samuel  Money,  Silas  Terry,  James  Baker,  Eber  Sherman, 
jr.,  Edward  Richmond,  Roger  Sheldon,  Sweet  Hill,  Amos  Whitford,  Isaac 
Chapman,  John  Nye,  Josiah  Lawton,  Nicholas  Watson,  John  Kenyon, 
Henry  Albro,  Nicholas  Dawley,  John  Joslin,  Jonathan  Reynolds  jr.,  Beriah 
Brown  jr,.  Benjamin  Dawley,  Moses  Shearman  jr.,  Abel  Gardner,  John 
Rhodes,  George  Reynolds  (of  B.),  Daniel  Dawley,  Phiueas  Kenyon,  Jo- 
seph Reynolds,  John  Baker,  Benjamin  Lillibridge,  Samuel  Bissell  jr.,  John 
Sweet,  Moses  Shearman,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  Gardner  jr..  Ezekiel  Whit- 
ford, Joseph  Halloway,  Oliver  Lawton,  Ephraim  Codner,  Caleb  Arnold, 
Ebenezer  Willcox,  Jabez  Sweet,  John  Maguire,  Harry  G.  Gardner,  Joseph 
Lewis,  Reynolds  Shearman,  Caleb  Arnold  (of  J.),  Samuel  Gardner,  Ben- 
jamin Lewis,  David  Cottrell,  Obadiah  Rathbone,  John  Willcox,  Abraham 
Willcox  jr.,  John  Lewis,  John  Bates,  Noah  Willcox,  Jonathan  Lewis  jr., 
Josiah  Arnold,  Robert  Shearman,  Henry  Reynolds  (of  Job,)  William  Ter- 
ry, George  Codner,  Daniel  Barber,  Jonathan  Barber,  Henry  Reynolds,  Jef- 
fry  Hazard,  Sanford  Moon,  Abel  Reynolds,  Beriah  Hopkins,  Tobias  Pills- 
bury,  Edward  Armstrong,  Benjamin  Wait,  John  Sweet  jr.,  Daniel  Barber 
jr.,  Samuel  Arnold  (of  Jo.),  Richard  Boon,  Benajah  Shearman,  Jeffry  Will- 
cox, Stephen  Reynolds,  Isaac  Willcox,  John  Whitford,  Joseph  Reynolds  jr., 
Lillibridge  Barber.— (140.) 

39 
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MIDDLETOWN. 

Ykas — Nicholas  Easton,  Stephen  Peckham,  James  Potter,  Salsbury  Stod- 
dard, Elisha  Barker,  Isaac  Stoddard. — (6.) 

Nays. — Thomas  Coggeshall,  William  Peckham,  Joshua  Barker,  John  Rog- 
ers, Elisha  Peckham,  William  Peckham  jr.,  Peleg  Allen,  Samuel  Wyatt, 
Peleg  Peckham,  John  Gould,  George  Irish,  Pardon  Brown,  David  Albro, 
Silas  Peckham,  Edward  Barber  jr.,  Caleb  Peabody,  John  Wood,  Weston 
Clarke,  Benjamin  Peabody,  David  Barker,  Peleg  Barker,  John  Coggeshall, 
Easton  Bailey,  Gideon  Brown,  William  Brown,  Joseph  Weaver,  Joseph 
Coggeshall,  Matthew  Weaver,  Daniel  Weaver,  William  Coggeshall,  Rich- 
ard Peckham^  Samuel  Cornell,  Joshua  Peckham,  Jeremiah  Barker,  Wan- 
ton Slocum,  Samuel  Peckham,  Joseph  Peckham,  John  Beavin,  Edward 
Easton,  Peleg  Brown. — (40.) 

TIVERTON. 

Yeas. — Joseph  Durfee,  Peleg  Simmons  jr.,  John  Negus,  Abner  Wood, 
Peleg  Sanford,  William  Cory  (son  of  Caleb,)  Edward  Woodman,  Relford 
Dennis,  Isaac  Cook,  Daniel  Dwelly,  Gideon  Durfee,  Thomas  Cook,  Philip 
Corey,  Abraham  Brown,  Abraham  Barker,  Thomas  Barker,  Lemuel  Bail- 
ey, Isaac  Brown,  Joseph  Barker,  Pardon  Gray,  Joseph  Seabury,  John 
Perry,  Lemuel  Taber. —  (23.) 

Nats. — Benjamin  Jenks,  George  Crocker,  Paul  Mosher,  John  Durfee, 
Joseph  Sowle,  Benjamin  Sawdy  jr.,  Joseph  Taber,  William  Wodell,  Dan- 
iel Round  jr.,  Scriton  Hart,  Benjamin  Hambly,  Elihu  Gifford,  Ephraim 
Davenport,  John  Hicks,  Jeremiah  Cook,  Benjamin  Chace,  Thomas  Sisson, 
Godfrey  King,  Stephen  King,  Stephen  Mosher,  Stephen  Hicks,  Zebedee 
Mosher,  William  Cory  (son  Dd.,)  Zuriel  Fisk,  William  Willcox,  William 
Gilford,  Isaac  Case,  Philip  Sisson,  Abner  Sherman,  Olphree  King,  Abner 
Crandall,  Thomas  Cory  (son  of  T.,)  John  Tripp,  Edward  Bailey,  John 
Borden,  Issac  Jennings,  Holder  Almy,  Isaac  Hart,  Isaac  Wilcox,  Michael 
Macomber,  Daniel  Brown,  David  Eddy,  Gilbert  Manchester,  Gershom 
Wodell  jr.,  Daniel  Grinnell,  Christopher  Wodell,  John  Jenko,  Aaron  Bor- 
den, Obediah  Dennis,  Richard  Sherman,  Benjamin  Sawdy,  Paul  Cross- 
man,  Thomas  Willcox,  Daniel  Sherman,  Jotham  Round,  Eber  Crandall, 
Gamaliel  Warren,  Israel  Browuell,  Gideon  Grinnell,  Benjamin  Borden, 
Ephraim  Chamberlin,  Sampson  Sherman,  Gideon  Almy,  Thomas  Cory, 
Samuel  Sanford,  Prince  Durfee,  James  Durfee,  Daniel  Devol,  Gershom 
Wodell,  Knowles  Negus,  Walter  Cook,  John  Freeman,  James  Tallman, 
Weaver  Osband,  Benjamin  Borden  (of  James,)  Philip  Manchester,  Wan- 
ton Devol,  Pardon  Cook,  William  Sawdy,  Thomas  Durfee,  Gilbert  Devol, 
Benjamin  Rowland,  Christopher  Manchester,  Ichabod  Simmons,  Nathan- 
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iel  Shaw,  Lot   Sherman,  Abraham  Barrington,  Abner  Simmons,  Godfrey 
Perry,  Benjamin  Hambly,  John  Stafford,  Constant  Hart. — (92.) 

LITTLE  COilPTON. 

Yeas. — John  Bailey.  Benjamin  Coe,  Constant  Seabury,  Zebedee  Green- 
ell,  Thomas  Briggs,  Billings  Greenell,  Gideon  Simmons,  Zebedee  Stoddard, 
Joseph  Brownell,  Joseph  Wilbur,  Job  Manchester,  Ebenezer  Church,  Na- 
thaniel Tompkins,  Silveuous  Brown,  David  Hilliard  jr.,  Nathaniel  Searle, 
Joseph  Giffbrd,  George  Wood,  John  Woodman  2d,  Nathaniel  Church,  Bur- 
den Wilbur,  Isaac  Wood,  Samuel  Coe,  Adam  Simmons,  Thomas  Daven- 
port, Isaac  Baley,  William  Simmons,  Gamaliel  Tompkins,  William  Ladd, 
Caleb  Church  2d,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Jeremiah  Davenport,  Gideon  Taylor, 
Ichabod  Wood,  Aaron  Wilbur,  David  Hilliard,  Robert  Woodman,  Enos 
Giffbrd,  Samuel  Gray,  Robert  Taylor,  William  Brown,  William  Baley, 
Elisha  Woodworth,  Thomas  Brownell,  William  Southworth,  William  Wood- 
man, Thomas  Richmond,  Isaac  Simmons,  John  Tompkins,  Barnabus  Clapp, 
Arnold  Stoddard,  John  Greenell,  Benjamin  Tompkins,  David  Tompkins, 
AbeU  Simmons,  William  Richmond,  Perez  Richmond,  John  Davis,  Philip 
Taylor,  Nathaniel  Taylor,  Nathaniel  Simmons,  Nathaniel  Stoddard,  John 
Woodman. — (63.) 

Nays. — Jonathan  Taylor,  Nathaniel  Dring,  Thomas  Wilbur,  John 
Brownell,  Thomas  Brown,  Charles  Brownell,  John  Pearce  2d,  Henry  Head, 
William  Wilbur  jr.,  Wing  Durfy,  Aaron  Simmons,  Stephen  Brownell  2d, 
John  Bennet,  Seth  Shaw,  Benjamin  Head,  George  Simmons,  Israel  Shaw, 
William  Hunt,  William  Carr,  Moses  Brown,  Brownell  Stoddard,  Peter 
Shaw,  Nathaniel  Pearce,  Forbes  Little  jr.,  Aaron  Greenell,  Peleg  Wood, 
Ezra  Chase,  Caleb  Simmons,  Elkanah  Palmer,  Fobes  Little,  Charles  Man- 
chester, Benjamin  Stoddard,  Benedict  Palmer,  John  Carr,  John  Wilbur, 
John  Simmons,  Daniel  Wilbur,  Thomas  Palmer,  John  Salsbury,  Zurah 
Simmons,  George  Brownell  2d,  Isaac  Peckham,  James  Pearce,  Pardon 
Snell,  Joseph  Pearce,  Isaac  Wilbur  (son  of  John,)  Joseph  Brown,  Canaan 
Gifford,  Benjamin  Head  sen.,  Abner  Wood,  Owen  Greenell,  Thomas 
Baley,  Jonathan  Brownell,  Joseph  Bennet,  Thomas  Irish,  William  Wilbur, 
Gideon  Giffbrd.— (57.) 

WARREN. 

Yeas. — John  Brown.  Jonathan  Carr. —  (2.) 

Nays. — Gideon  Luther,  John  Kennicutt  jr.,  William  Arnold  jr.,  Ebene- 
zer Luther,  James  Child,  Joseph  Barton,  James  Short,  Isaac  Cole,  Sam- 
uel Fish,  Stephen  Bowen,  Cromel  Child,  Benjamin  Barton,  Edward  Gard- 
ner 2d,  John  Kennicutt,  Gardner  Mason,  Jacob  Sanders,  Cromel  Child  2d, 
David  Barton,  Frederic  Luther,  James  E.  Bowen,  Samuel  Bowen,  Smith 
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Bowen,  James  Bowen,  Edward  Kinnicutt,  William  Arnold,  Richard  Haile, 
Nathan  Barden,  Benjamin  Cole,  George  Sisson,  Samuel  Luther,  Caleb 
Child,  James  Miller,  Caleb  Child  jr.,  Shubael  Kinnicutt,  James  Sissou, 
Benjamin  Sanders,  Jesse  Baker,  Edward  Chase,  Samuel  Mason,  Ilezekiah 
Bosworth,  Ilolden  Mason. — (41.) 

CUMBERLAND. 

Yeas. — Elisha  Waterman,  William  Carpenter,  Nathaniel  Cook,  Jonathan 
Mason,  Simeon  Whipple,  Jeremiah  Whipple,  Jeremiah  Whipple  Jr., 
Amariah  Weatherhead,  William  Ballou,  Isaac  Otis. — (10.) 

Nats. — Reuben  King,  John  Gould  jr.,  Benjamin  Wilkinson,  Simon 
Wilkinson,  Amos  Whipple,  Roger  Alexander,  Esek  Cook,  John  Lapham, 
Thomas  Joslin,  Joseph  Arnold,  Eleazer  AYhipple,  Jonathan  Aldrich, 
John  Grant,  Moses  Whipple,  Jeremiah  Inman,  Henry  Ray,  Peter 
Milller,  Daniel  Jenks  Jr.,  Abraham  Follet,  Nathan  Jillson,  Elijah  Brown, 
John  Haskell,  Edward  Ballou,  Stephen  Whipple,  Levi  Weatherhead,  Jo- 
seph Lee,  Anthony  Razee,  William  Follett,  Joseph  W^hipple  Jr.,  Daniel 
Whipple,  Eleazer  Cook,  Abner  Haskell,  Nehemiah  Allen,  Stephen  Brown, 
Hezekiah  Cook,  Jeremiah  Amsbury,  Jesse  Ballou,  Levi  Tower,  George 
Ide,  John  Fisk,  Jeremiah  Bartlett,  Ariel  Brown,  Enoch  Weatherhead, 
Ichabad  Brown,  Abraham  Cook  jr.,  Stephen  Inman,  John  Walcott,  Enos 
Jillson,  Abraham  Cook,  Amos  Sprague,  Jeremiah  Scott,  Daniel  Bartlett, 
William  Emerson,  Samuel  Chambei'lin,  John  Bishop,  William  Chaffea, 
Ananius  Cook,  Joseph  Ray,  Eliphalet  Lovett,  Gideon  Bishop,  Peter  Dar- 
ling, Ephriam  Whipple,  Noah  Ballou,  Joseph  Chace,  Simon  Whipple  2d, 
James  Arnold,  Timothy  Bennett,  Daniel  Wilcox,  Gilbert  Grant,  David 
Dexter  jr.,  John  Jenks,  Levi  Arnold,  Peter  Darling  jr.,  Ezekiel  Ballou, 
Job  Chamberlin,  John  Butterworth,  Rufus  Bartlett,  David  Jenks,  Ariel 
Ballou  jr.,  Stephen  Staples,  Samuel  Arnold,  Joseph  Staples,  Ariel  Cook, 
John  Weatherhead,  Nathan  Arnold,  Joseph  Jenks,  Preserved  Whipple, 
Gideon  Jenks,  Comfort  Haskell,  Silas  Clark,  Samuel  Estes,  Samuel  Grant, 
Abraham  Sprague,  Roger  Hill,  Christopher  Whipple,  Nathaniel  Jillson, 
Joseph  Whipple,  Isaac  Razee,  Nathaniel  Gould,  Simeon  Bishop,  John 
Wilkinson,  Jotham  Carpenter,  Nicholas  Brown,  James  Cargill,  William 
Gaskill,  Ibrook  Whipple  jr.,  Joseph  Razee,  Roger  Alexander  jr.,  Benja- 
min Peck,  Enoch  Arnold,  Abner  Lapham,  Isaac  Martin,  Abel  Aldrich. — 
(113.) 

CRANSTON. 

Yeas. — None. 

Nays. — John  Randall,  Elisha  Wightman,  Rhodes  Arnold,  Anthony 
Aborn,  Thomas  Corpe,  Joseph  Lockwcod,  Robert  Knight,  Samuel  Fenner, 
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Miel  Salsbury,  Josiah  Battey,  John  Wightman,  William  Knight,  Barzillai 
Knight,  Thomas  Field,  Samuel  Henry,  Joseph  Aborn,  Anthony  Potter, 
George  Waterman,  John  Payne,  Job  Knight,  John  Dyer  jr.,  William  Col- 
lins, Thomas  Potter,  James  Sheldon,  Robert  Briggs,  Jeriah  Hawkins, 
Philip  Burlingame,  John  Harris,  Joseph  Brayton,  Jonathan  Sprague  jr., 
Abraham  Whipple.  Christopher  Waterman,  William  Burton,  Ephraim 
Roberts,  Joseph  Knight,  Stephen  Fenner  jr.,  Benjamin  Knight,  James 
Knight,  Pearce  Salsbury,  Elisha  Arnold,  Ezra  Dean,  Peleg  Arnold,  Jere- 
miah Knight,  John  Dyer,  Henry  Knight,  Oliver  Roberts,  William  Hoyle, 
William  Warner,  Jonathan  Westcott,  Benjamin  Williams,  Joseph  Burges 
jr.,  Joseph  Potter,  Samuel  Bennett,  John  Andrews,  Nehemiah  Rhodes, 
Stephen  Field,  Randall  Smith,  Sylvester  Potter,  Caleb  Burlingame,  Wil- 
liam Aldrich,  Nathan  Williams,  Jonathan  King,  Henry  Randall,  Joseph 
Burges,  Nathan  Westcott,  Nicholas  Sheldon  jr.,  Stephen  Sprague,  Caleb 
Potter,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Charles  Dyer,  Henry  Randall  jr.,  John  Stafford, 
Caleb  Baker,  Jeremiah  King,  John  Williams,  Asa  King,  Elisha  Williams, 
Frederic  Williams,  Joseph  Sarle,  Philip  Arnold,  Pardon  Burlingame, 
James  Burlingame,  Pardon  Sheldon,  Nehemiah  Carpenter,  Elisha  Car- 
penter, Zuriel  Randall,  Stephen  Dyer,  John  Arnold,  John  Barton  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Randall,  William  Potter,  Stephen  Sheldon,  Nicholas  Sheldon,  Zuriel 
Waterman,  HoUiman  Potter,  Stephen  Sheldon,  Nicholas  Sheldon,  Zuriel 
Waterman,  William  Potter,  Samuel  Westcott,  Urian  Westcott,  Waterman 
Randall,  Ezekiel  Sarle,  Remington  Sheldon,  John  Waterman. — (101.) 

JOHNSTON. 

Yeas. — John  Greene,  John  Smith. — (2.) 

Nays. — Jonathan  Arnold,  Daniel  Angell,  Nehemiah  Atwood,  William 
Angell,  Philip  Arnold,  William  Alverson,  Joseph  Borden,  John  Brown, 
Charles  Brown,  Jacob  Belknap,  John  Brown  jr.,  David  Brown,  Obadiah 
Brown  jr.,  Oliver  Borden,  William  Borden,  Abraham  Belknap,  jr.,  Ben- 
jamin Carpenter,  Samuel  Dyer,  Pardon  Fenner,  Caleb  Harris,  Andrew 
Harris,  Christopher  Harris,  John  Harris,  Cyrus  Harris,  Josiah  King,  Wil- 
liam B.  King,  Benjamin  Kimball,  William  Latham,  Consider  Luther,  James 
Mathewson,  Noah  Mathewson,  Edward  Manton,  William  Mathewson,  Ba. 
rack  McDonald,  Thomas  Man,  Jeremiah  Manton,  John  McDonald,  Esek 
Olney,  Isaac  Olney,  Samuel  Pearce,  Jonathan  Patt,  John  Paine,  Benjamin 
Paine,  Squire  Paine,  Joseph  Randall,  Joshua  Remington,  William  Rhodes, 
Jeremiah  Sheldon,  James  Sweet,  Rufus  Sprague,  Valentine  Sweet,  Nehemiah 
Sheldon,  Philip  Sweet,  Daniel  Thornton,  Richard  Thornton,  Solomon  Thorn- 
ton jr.,  Christopher  Thornton,  Seth  Tripp,  Jonathan  Thornton,  Borden  Thorn- 
ton John  Waterman,  Job  Waterman,  Peleg  Williams,  Benjamin  Waterman, 
William  Waterman,  Daniel  Waterman,  Nathaniel  Waterman,  Job  Water- 


606  RHODE    ISLAND    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

man  jr.,  Isaac  Winsor,  Laban  Waterman,  Samuel  Winsor,  James  Winsor, 
Joseph  Wilbur,  Daniel  Wilbur,  Wilbur  Williams,  Oliver  Williams,  Caleb 
Williams,  Daniel  Williams,  William  Williams. — (79.) 

NORTH    PROVIDENCE. 

Yeas. — None. 

Nays. — Elisha  Brown,  Thomas  Olney,  Tliomas  Olney  jr.,  Edward 
Smith,  Nehemiah  Smith,  Jesse  Smith,  Solomon  Angell,  James  Angell  jr., 
Samuel  Olney,  Charles  Olney,  Charles  Olney  jr.,  Epenetus  Olaey,  John 
Whipple,  Daniel  Whipple,  Benjamin  Whipple  jr.,  Ezra  Olney,  Caleb 
Jenks,  Abner  King,  Joy  Ladd,  Stephen  Brown,  Hezekiah  Olney,  Eleazer 
Whipple,  Rufus  Angell,  Nicholas  Whipple,  James  Angell,  Daniel  Hopkins, 
Ezek  Smith,  Peter  Randall,  Joseph  Randall,  William  Randall,  Jeremiah 
Dexter,  Ezek  Esten,  Jonathan  Pike,  William  Dexter,  Shephen  Jenks, 
Ichabod  Jenks,  Eleazer  Jenks,  Nathaniel  Walker  jr..  Constant  Martin, 
Abner  Salsbury,  Abel  Olney,  John  Pitcher,  Peter  Pike,  Rufus  Tefft,  Abra- 
ham Smith,  Peter  Burrows,  Comfort  Jenks,  John  AYilkinson. — (48.) 

It  is  apparent  that  the  votes  cast  at  this  special  town 
meeting  do  not  represent  the  numbers  either  of  the  friends  or 
of  the  opponents  of  the  Constitution,  nor  the  relative  strength 
of  the  parties.  The  friends  of  the  Constitution  refused  to  vote, 
in  most  of  the  towns.  It  was  generally  understood,  that  they 
would  not  attend  the  meetings.  They  objected  that  this  was 
not  the  mode  of  acting  on  the  subject  recommended  by  Con- 
gress ;  that  it  precluded  all  amendments  and  all  opportunity 
of  proposing  any.  Their  refusul  to  vote  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, induce  many  not  to  go  to  the  town  meetings,  who 
were  opposed  to  the  Constitution  and  would  have  voted 
against  it,  if  they  had  voted  on  the  question.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  ascertain  what  was  the  number  of  freemen  in  the  State 
at  this  date.  In  the  spring  election  of  1787,  there  were  four 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  votes  cast  for  Gov- 
ernor. The  number  in  1788  cannot  be  ascertained,  though 
probably  it  was  larger. 

The  freemen  of  Newport,  at  their  town  meeting,  March  24th, 
which  was  adjourned  to  March  26th,  instructed  their  represen- 
tatives to  vote  for  a  Convention.      The  instructions  were 
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drawn  up  by  Henry  Bliss,  Robert  Taylor,  Cbristopher  Ellery, 
Thomas  Rumreill,  Isaac  Senter,  William  Channing,  Henry 
Goodwin  and  George  Sears,  a  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose. 

The  freemen  of  Providence  appointed  Da\dd  Howell,  John 
Innes  Clark,  Thomas  Arnold,  Theodore  Foster  and  Benjamin 
Bourne  to  draw  up  a  petition  from  them  to  the  General  As- 
sembly for  the  same  purpose.  Their  report  was  adopted  at 
an  adjourned  town  meeting  held  March  26th. 

The  following  petition  from  the  freemen  of  Bristol  was 
also  presented  at  the  same  session  : — 

To  THE  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  &c.,  lo  be  convened  at  East  Greenwich,  on  the  last  Monday 
of  March,  A.  D.   1788  ;  the  petition  of  the  subscribers,  freemen  and 
freeholders  of  the  town  of  Bristol,   in  said   State,   most  respectfully 
showeth — 
That  your  petitioners   are  deeply  impressed  with  the   conviction  of  the 
expediency  of  having  a  State  Convention  holden  in  this  State  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  and  deciding  on  the   new  Constitution  proposed  for  the 
United  States.     This  measure,  in  the  opinion  of  your  humble  petitioners,  is 
become  expedient,  not  only  from  that  decent  respect  which  is  due  to  those 
who  first  recommended  it,   but  we  conceive  it  will  afford  the  advocates  and 
opponents  of  this  new  system  of  government  an  opportunity  fully  to  examine 
and  display  all  its  excellencies  and  all  its   defects,    and  the  people   of   this 
State,  from  so  liberal  a  discussion,  will  be  fully  qualified  in  point  of  informa- 
tion to  decide  on  the  important  question  by  their  delegates  in  the  State  Con- 
vention.    Your  petitioners,  therefore,  most  humbly  pray,  that  your  honors 
will  be   pleased  at  the  next  session  to  recommend  to  the  freemen   of  this 
State,  to  elect  delegates  in  the  several  towns  to  meet  in  a  State  Convention, 
fully  and  freely  to  examine  and  discuss  the  new  Constitution  and  to  decide 
thereon. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 
Josiah  Finney,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 

Richard  Smith,  Benjamin  Wardwell,        John  May, 

William  Gladding,  Jos.  W.  Greene,  John  Gladding, 

Samuel  Church,  Thomas  Church,  2d,        John  Norris, 

John  Waldron,  Samuel  V.  Peck,  John  Gladding,  jr.. 

George  Coggeshall,  Simeon  Munro,  Joseph  Diman, 
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Jonathan  Peck, 
Jonathan  Russell, 
Stephen  Smith, 
Samuel  R.  Perrin, 
Jeremiah  Ingraham, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
Mosea  Van  Doom, 
Samuel  Wardwell, 
Jonathan  Peck,  jr. 
Seabury  Manchester, 
Joshua  Gladding, 
Isaac  Wardell, 


Daniel  Lefavour, 
Charles  DeWolf, 
Josiah  Smith, 
William  Fales, 
William  Munro,  2d, 
Simeon  Ingraham, 
Newton  Waldron, 
E.  Cooke, 
John  Waldron, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  2d, 
Jeremiah  Diman, 
James  Diman, 


Richard  Smith,  jr., 
John  Ilowlaud,  jr., 
A.  Bonam, 
Jonathan  Diman, 
William  Coggeshall, 
Thomas  Swan, 
Jonathan  Fales, 
Solomon  Drown, 
William  Lindsey, 
Benjamin  Hoar, 
John  Ilowland. 


At  the  session  of  the  Assembly  on  the  last  Monday  in 
March,  1788,  the  friends  of  the  Constitution  renewed  their 
motion  in  the  house  of  representatives,  for  a  Convention.  It 
was  negatived  by  twenty-seven  majority,  less  by  three  than 
that  of  the  previous  session. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  action  on  the  Constitution  was 
moved  either  in  the  May  or  June  session,  1788. 

It  has  been  supposed,  probably  with  truth,  that  a  majority 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  were  opposed  to  the  Con- 
stitution at  the  time  it  was  reported  to  Congress,  and  the  pro- 
bability was  that  it  would  be  rejected  by  the  conventions  of 
several  of  the  States.  The  friends  of  the  Constitution  labored 
incessantly  in  its  favor,  combatting  objections  to  it  and  urg- 
ing its  adoption.  The  convention  of  Delaware  came  first 
to  the  question,  and  ratified  the  Constitution  on  the  7th  of 
December,  1787.  As  state  after  state  followed  her  example, 
the  friends  of  the  Constitution  increased  in  numbers  and  in 
activity.  Before  the  close  of  May,  1788,  eight  states  had 
adopted  the  Constitution.  The  convention  of  New  Hamp- 
shii*e  met  the  next  month  for  its  final  action,  and  on  the  21st 
of  that  month  followed  their  example.  This  insured  final 
success,  for  it  was  apparent  that  the  other  states  would  sooner 
or  later  join  in  this  new  confederacy.  It  was  therefore  hailed 
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with  demonstrations  of  great  joy  by  the  friends  of  the  Consti- 
tution, especially  by  those  in  the  states  which  had  yet  to  pass 
upon  the  question.  News  of  this  auspicious  event  reached 
this  State  on  the  24th  of  same  month.  At  Providence,  the 
bells  of  the  different  churches  rung  out  a  merry  peal,  the 
schools  were  dismissed,  and  cannons  were  fired.  On  the  27th 
the  citizens  at  a  public  meeting,  resolved  to  celebrate  "  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  by  nine  states,"  and  the 
anniversary  of  American  Independence,  on  the  4th  day  of  July. 
The  Kev.  Dr.  Hitchcock  delivered  an  address  on  the  occasion, 
in  the  First  Baptist  meeting  house.  After  the  services  at  the 
meeting  house  a  very  large  company  sat  down  to  a  public 
dinner  on  the  plain,  on  the  north  side  of  the  cove.  An  ox, 
roasted  whole,  formed  a  part  of  the  provision  made  for  the 
dinner.  A  general  invitation  was  extended  to  the  people  of 
the  neighboring  towns  to  join  in  this  celebration.  This  cir- 
cumstance is  thus  particularly  noticed,  on  account  of  other 
proceedings  which  grew  out  of  it,  and  which  show  the  high 
excitement  then  existing  in  relation  to  the  Constitution. 
They  are  minutely  described  in  the  following  article,  which 
is  copied  from  the  United  States  Chronicle.  The  signer  of  it 
was  at  the  time  a  judge  of  the  Superior  Coiu't  of  the  State. 

On  the  24th  day  of  June  last, [the  account  of  New  Hampshire's  adopting 
the  Constitution,  reached  the  town  of  Providence,  when  a  number  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  town  caused  the  bells  to  be  rung  on  the  occasion,  and  re- 
paired to  Beacon  Hill,  where  they  spent  part  of  the  day  in  joy  and  festiv- 
ity, expressive  of  their  feelings  on  this  occasion  ;  but  not  content  with  thus 
solacing  themselves  in  mirth  and  merriment,  they  soon  concluded  to  have 
one  general  celebration  of  the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution  and  the 
independence  of  America,  on  the  Fourth  of  July  inst.,  it  being  the  anni- 
versary of  American  Independence  ;  which  celebration  was  to  be  on  the 
plain  to  the  northward  of  the  bay  or  cove.  Here  they  proposed  to  have  an 
elegant  feast,  consisting,  among  other  things,  of  an  ox  roasted  whole.  To 
this  celebration  or  feast,  they  proposed  to  give  a  general  invitation  to  the 
town  and  country.  Accordingly  in  the  next  Saturday's  Gazette,  and 
Thursday's  Chronicle,  was  inserted  a  general   invitation  to  the  town  and 
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country,  to  assemble  on  this  occasion,  and,  likewise,  special  invitations 
were  sent  to  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  the  Deputy  Governor  and  as- 
sistants, the  honorable  the  Superior  Court,  the  Treasurer,  Secretary  and 
Attorney  General  of  the  State  ;  besides  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Providence,  were  additionally  invited,  by  beat  of  drum  and  public  out- 
cry through  the  streets. 

The  public,  at  large,  seeing  preparations  for  so  public  a  celebration  of 
the  adoption  of  the  same  Constitution,  which  had  already  received  the 
disapprobation  and  disgust  of,  at  least,  four-fifths  of  the  individual  inhab- 
itants of  this  State,  as  well  as  of  the  legislative  authority  of  the  State,  did 
thereupon,  at  once  perceive,  that  said  entertainment  in  such  a  public  man- 
ner, was  intended  as  a  public  insult  upon  the  legislative  authority  of  the 
State,  as  well  as  the  body  of  the  people  at  large,  and  that  this  invitation  to 
the  particular  officers,  as  well  as  the  general  invitation  to  the  country,  was 
intended  as  an  aggravation,  to  the  insult,  and  that  the  celebration  of  Inde- 
pendence as  part  of  the  occasion  of  said  festival,  was  united  in  said  invita- 
tion merely  for  the  purpose  of  alluring  the  country  to  join  with  the  design- 
ing few  at  the  social  board,  and  thereby  take  occasion  to  represent  to  the 
other  states,  that  town  and  country  had  joined  to  celebrate  the  adoption  of 
said  Constitution,  and  insinuate  that  the  opposition  of  this  State  to  the  Con- 
stitution was  given  up.  On  which  consideration  the  country  was  roused 
with  indignation  and  resentment  against  the  artful  and  designing  few,  who 
would  thus  publicly  insult  the  dignity  of  the  State,  and  at  the  same  time 
thus  craftily  endeavor  to  allure  the  unwary,  ignorantly,  to  assist  them  in 
the  prosecution  of  their  nefarious  schemes,  and  were  determined, .if  possi- 
ble, to  prevent  the  celebration  of  the  feast,  on  the  proposed  principles,  and 
to  support  the  dignity  of  the  State,  whereupon,  on  the  night  previous  to  the 
intended  celebration,  they  assembled  in  arms,  to  the  number  of  about  one 
thousand  men,  near  to  the  plain  where  the  ox  was  roasting,  and  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  Fourth  inst.,  numbers  from  all  quarters  of  the  country  ad- 
jacent were  collecting,  and  had  not  a  compromise  taken  place  between  town 
and  country,  it  is  reasonably  supposed  there  would  not  have  been  less  than 
three  thousand  men  assembled  under  arms  by  12  o'clock  of  the  same  day. 
About  11  o'clock  of  the  evening  of  Thursday,  the  town  sent  a  committee 
to  inquire  what  the  country  demanded,  whereupon  they  were  informed, 
that  the  country  had  no  objection  to  the  celebration  of  any  occasion,  except 
that  of  the  new  Constitution,  or  its  adoption  by  any  of  the  states,  on  which 
it  was  agreed  that  a  committee  of  each  party  should  meet  in  the  morning 
with  an  endeavor  to  accommodate  matters  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  country. 
Accordingly  the  committees  were  chosen,  and  met  at  about  7  or  8  o'clock 
in  the'moming.    The  committee  from  the  town  consisted  of  Jabez  Bowen, 
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David  Howell,  Welcome  Arnold,  Joha  I.  Clark,  Benjamia  Bourne,  Esqs., 
Col.  Zephaniah  Andrews  and  Mr.  John  Mason.  The  committee  of  the 
country  consisted  of  William  West,  Esq.,  Capt.  Andrew  Waterman,  Abra- 
ham Mathewson,  John  Westcott  and  Peleg  Fisk,  Esqs.,  Col.  John  Sayles 
and  Capt.  James  Aldrich  ;  and  upon  their  conferring  together  about  an 
hour,  it  was  agreed,  on  the  part  of  the  town,  that  they  would  not  celebrate 
the  day  on  account  of  the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution  by  nine  states, 
or  on  account  of  said  Constitution  in  any  respect  whatever ;  that  no  salutes 
should  be  fired  or  toasts  drank  in  honor  of  said  Constitution,  or  in  honor  of 
any  state  or  states  which  have  adopted  said  Constitution,  that  they 
would  only  honor  the  day  by  a  discharge  of  thirteen  cannon  and  thirteen 
only,  that  the  celebration  of  the  day  should  be  in  honor  of  the  indepenence 
of  America  and  that  only,  and  that  they  would  not  publish  or  cause  to  be 
published  any  account  contrary  to  said  agreement.  In  consideration 
whereof,  it  was  agreed,  on  the  part  of  the  country,  that  the  men  then  un- 
der arms  should  withdraw  from  the  field  and  suffer  the  town  to  go  on  with 
their  feast  according  to  the  aforesaid  agreement,  in  peace  and  quiet.  Then 
one  member  from  each  committee  went  to  the  troops  under  arms  and  de- 
clared to  them  the  particulars  of  the  aforesaid  agreement ;  whereupon  they 
retired  in  pursuance  of  said  agreement. 

WILLIAM  WEST,  one  of  the  CoMjnTTEE. 

The  town's  committee  published  a  reply  to  this  a  few  days 
after  in  the  Providence  Gazette.  Most  of  the  statements  of 
Judge  West  that  have  a  bearing  on  this  subject  are  there  ad- 
mitted. 

The  day  following,  the  citizens  of  Providence  indulged  in 
a  salute  of  ten  cannons  on  receiving  the  news  of  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  by  the  state  of  Virginia. 

The  convention  that  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  in  the  resolution  that  accompanied  it,  provided,  that 
the  states  should  report  to  Congress  their  several  acts  of  ratifi- 
cation, and  that  when  nine  states  had  duly  ratified  it,  Con- 
gress should  take  the  necessary"  measures  to  inaugurate  the 
government  under  it.  On  the  2d  day  of  July,  1788,  Congress 
appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the 
several  State  Conventions  that  had  been  returned  to  them, 
and  to  report  an  act  of  Congress  for  putting  the  Constitution 
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into  operation.  This  committee  reported  on  the  14th  of  July, 
an  ordinance  for  that  purpose.  It  was  debated  and  amended, 
and  not  finally  adopted  until  September  13th.  That  ordi- 
nance provided. 

That  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  next  be  the  day  for  appointing  elec- 
tors in  the  several  states,  which  before  the  said  day  shall  have  ratified  the 
said  Constitution  ;  that  the  first  Wednesday  in  February  next  be  the  day 
for  the  electors  to  assemble  in  their  respective  states,  and  vote  for  a  Presi- 
dent ;  that  the  first  Wednesday  in  March  next,  be  the  time  and  the  present 
seat  of  Congress  the  place  for  commencing  the  proceedings  under  the  said 
Constitution. 

After  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  little  was  done  by  Con- 
gress. The  last  vote  taken  on  any  matter  was  on  the  10th 
day  of  October,  1788.  A  few  members,  not  a  quorum,  how- 
ever, continued  to  assemble  until  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember.    Mr.  Arnold  was  at  his  post  until  that  day. 

Messrs.  Arnold  and  Hazard  to  Gov.  Collins. 

New  York,  5th  of  June,  1787. 

Sir  : — We  consider  that  it  is  our  duty  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  our 
safe  arrival  here,  and  although  from  the  shortness  of  the  time  we  are  una- 
ble to  give  a  particular  account  of  the  business  before  Congress,  we  in  gen- 
eral inform,  that  there  are  several  matters  of  importance  under  considera- 
tion ;  one  of  which  is  the  dividing  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  thereby  mak- 
ing a  fourteenth  state,  by  the  name  of  Kentucky.  It  appears  by  the  acts  of 
the  legislature  of  that  state,  that  they  have  agreed  to  that  measure,  and 
there  is  a  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  for  that  purpose 
now  before  Congress.  The  expediency  of  such  a  measure  at  this  time  we 
submit  to  your  Excellency's  consideration,  without  making  any  comment 
thereon.  There  is  at  this  time  eleven  states  represented,  and  when  any  mat- 
ters of  importance  to  the  Union  are  acted  upon,  we  shall  immediately  com- 
municate them.  We  are  under  the  necessity  of  informing  your  Excellency 
that  it  is  necessary  for  the  State  to  make  further  provision  for  our  support, 
which  we  deire  may  be  done  in  such  manner  as  to  be  least  injurious  to  the 
State,  and  be  productive  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  us. 

We  do  not  presume  to  dictate,  but  submit  whether  it  would  not  be  the 
most  eligible  mode  to  appoint  a  person  in  the  State  to  receive  such  sum  of 
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money  as  the  honorable  Assembly  grant,  and  supply  us  with  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  it.  By  this  means  we  shall  be  furnished  much  sooner,  and  re- 
lieved from  the  great  inconveniency  that  will  attend  on  us  if  directed  to  draw 
the  money  when  at  this  distance  from  the  State. 

With  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  we  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servants, 

PELEG  ARNOLD, 
JONATHAN  J.  HAZARD. 

Messrs  Arnold  and  Hazard  to  Gov.  Collins. 

New  York,  6th  June,  1788. 
Sir: — We  are  informed  that,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  will  be  prevented  from  exhibiting  for  settlement  their  claims 
against  the  United  States,  within  the  time  limited  by  resolve  of  Con- 
gress. If  it  is  found  necessary  for  the  time  to  be  lengthened,  we  desire  to 
have  instructions  from  the  State  for  that  purpose,  setting  forth  the  reasons 
which  makes  the  application  necessary. 

There  is  an  application  from  the  State  of  Virginia  for  lengthening  the 
time  lor  that  state,  now  before  Congress,  and  if  Rhode  Island  finds  it  ne- 
cessary to  apply,  we  think  the  sooner  the  more  likely  to  obtain. 

We  are,  with  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble 
servants,  PELEG  ARNOLD, 

JONATHAN  J.  HAZARD. 

Mr,  Arnold  to  Gov.  Collins. 

New  York,  October  20th,  1788. 

Sir  : — I  have  enclosed  herewith  for  the  information  of  your  Excellency 
and  the  State,  the  Journal  of  this  year  to  the  first  day  of  this  inst.  The 
Secretary  informs,  that  the  part  preceding  this  has  been  officially  trans- 
mitted. By  the  resolution  of  the  20th  September,you  will  find  an  indent 
requisition  on  the  states  for  the  present  year.  I  presume  that  indents  may 
be  obtained  on  better  terms  at  this  time,  and  that  it  will  be  for  the  interest 
of  the  State  to  make  timely  provision  to  discharge  her  quota  of  indent  re- 
quisitions. 

By  the  resolution  of  the  ninth  and  thirteenth  September,  three  Com- 
missioners are  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  ordinance  of  May  7th,  1787, 
they  being  empowered  by  said  ordinance  to  admit  claims  against  the  Union 
that  are  not  supported  by  vouchers,  (as  therein  set  forth,)  on  principles  of 
equity  and  justice.  If  the  State  have  any  such  claims,  I  suggest  whether 
it  will  not  be  necessary  to  appoint  some  person  having  good  information  of 
the  nature  of  them,  to  attend  the  Commissioners  after  they  meet,  in  order 
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to  state  to  them  the  nature  of  all  such  claims.  As  it  will  be  but  a  short 
time  before  a  new  form  of  government  will  take  place  in  the  United  States, 
and  as  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  have  not  thought 
proper  to  adopt  that  form  of  government, — I  submit,  whether  it  is  not  ex- 
pedient for  the  State  to  lake  the  proposed  Constitution  under  consideration 
and  make  their  objections  to  the  particular  parts  that  arc  incompatible  with 
a  good  system  of  government,  and  make  known  to  the  states  of  the  Union 
on  what  terms  the  State  would  join  them.  This  is  a  subject  on  which  I 
have  contemplated  for  a  considerable  time,  and  it  appears  of  such  import- 
ance as  to  require  united  wisdom  and  mature  deliberation  to  enable  the 
State  to  pursue  prudent  measures. 

The  Federal  lands  in  the  western  country,  which  on  principles  of  good 
policy,  must  be  appropriated  as  a  fund  for  sinking  the  National  debt,  are 
selling  and  preparing  for  sale  for  that  purpose.  The  Geographer  is  now  in 
that  country  surveying,  and  measures  have  been  taken  to  hold  a  general 
treaty  with  the  different  tribes  of  Indians  inhabiting  those  lands,  in  order 
(if  possible,)  to  establish  a  permanent  peace  and  extinguish  their  claims 
to  them. 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  informing,  that  my  situation  renders  it  expe- 
dient for  the  State  to  make  further  provision  for  my  support.  Such  mat- 
ters as  are  unfinished  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  others  that  concern  the 
Union,  will  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Congress  which  are  to  as- 
semble the  first  Monday  in  November  next.  If  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
honorable  Assembly  that  I  should  represent  the  State  the  next  year,  I  hope 
they  will  give  directions  for  one  of  my  colleagues  to  take  his  seat. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem,  I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant,  PELEG  ARNOLD. 

At  the  general  election  in  May,  1788,  Peleg  Arnold,  Jona- 
than J.  Hazard,  Thomas  Holden  and  John  Gardner,  were 
chosen  delegates  to  attend  the  Congress  to  meet  on  the  first 
Monday  in  November,  of  that  year.  On  that  day  only  two 
members  of  Congress  were  present,  one  from  Maryland  and 
one  from  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Gardner,  from  this  State,  ap- 
peared on  the  12th  of  February,  1789.  Only  nineteen  mem- 
bers had  appeared  up  to  the  2d  day  of  March,  and  on  no  day 
a  full  representation  of  any  one  state.  No  organization  of  the 
body  was  attempted  at  any  time.  There  was  no  such  officer 
as  President  of  Congress  after  November  3,  1788,  no  Congress 
in  being,  and  no  government  of  the  Confederated  States. 
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The  new  Constitution  went  into  effect  according  to  the 
resolution  of  Congress,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  but  the 
House  of  Representatives  was  not  organized  until  the  1st  of 
April,  nor  the  Senate  until  the  6th  of  the  same  month,  for 
want  of  a  quorum.  The  oath  of  office  was  not  administered 
to  George  Washington,  the  first  President,  until  April  30th. 
So  that,  in  fact,  there  was  no  government  in  being  of  the  Con- 
federated and  United  States  from  November  3,  1788,  to  April 
30,  1789. 

The  labors  and  the  existence  of  the  old  Continental  Con- 
gress ended  on  the  4:th  of  March,  1789.  The  unconstitu- 
tional exactions  of  the  British  government  first  called  it  into 
being.  Its  original  object  was  to  obtain  a  redress  for  the 
wrongs  inflicted  on  the  American  colonies  and  protection 
against  any  future  abuse  of  power  over  them.  The  means 
proposed  were  loyal  and  honorable,  and  united  petitions  and 
remonstrances  to  the  mother  country.  That  country  turned 
a  deaf  ear  to  then*  petitions  and  remonstrances,  and  through 
Parliament,  claimed  the  right  to  bind  the  colonists,  without 
representation,  in  all  cases  whatever.  She  frowned  on  the 
colonies  for  uniting  in  petitions  for  relief  against  the  meas- 
ures that  oppressed  them  all  alike.  She  attempted  to  enforce 
unconditional  submission  by  military  power,  and  thus  drove 
the  colonies  into  open  armed  resistence.  As  they  had  uni- 
ted in  a  Congress  to  petition  for  their  rights,  so  in  a  Congress 
they  prepared  to  defend  them.  With  nothing  but  the  out- 
side pressure  of  a  common  danger  to  unite  them,  they  met  in 
Congress  until  1781,  raising  armies,  providing  naval  arma- 
ment, making  treaties,  raising  moneys,  imposing  taxes.  The 
Articles  of  Confederation  then  in  1781,  assented  to  make  Con- 
gress the  head  of  the  Confederacy  of  the  states  newly  erect- 
ed from  the  colonies,  but  conferred  on  it  little  power  that 
could  be  exercised  except  through  the  state  sovereignties. 
The  articles  of  confederation  were  adapted  to  the  times  in 
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which  they  were  formed  and  to  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  originated.  No  provision  existed  in  them  sufficient  for 
the  subsequent  state  of  affairs.  As  a  swaddling-cloth,  they 
were  well  fitted  for  the  early  infancy  of  the  republic,  but  whol- 
ly unsuited  for  its  riper  years  and  advancing  manhood.  The 
old  Continental  Congress  under  whose  fostering  care  the  new 
republic  had  been  protected  and  guided  and  guarded  in  its 
infancy  and  childhood,  yielded  up  authority  as  soon  as  it 
reached  its  maturity  of  strength.  It  counselled  the  civil  revo- 
lution that  ended  its  existence.  Dear  to  the  American  people 
should  be  the  memory  of  the  patriots  who  composed  this  Con- 
gress ;  never  to  be  forgotten  till  the  Constitution  which  they 
inaugurated  shall  cease  to  be  the  fundamental  law  of  a  free 
people. 

In  this  State  there  seemed  a  lingering  expectation  that  the 
old  order  of  things  would  be  again  revived,  for,  at  the  general 
election  in  May  1789,  they  elected  Peleg  Arnold,  Jonathan 
J.  Hazard,  Thomas  Holden  and  John  Gardner,  delegates  to 
the  Congress  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  to  assem- 
ble on  the  first  Monday  in  November  of  that  year.  They 
were  voted  for  in  town  meetings  holden  on  the  third  Wednes- 
day in  April,  before  President  Washington  had  been  inducted 
into  office  under  the  new  Constitution.  But  at  that  time  the 
new  Constitution  had  been  adopted  by  all  the  states  except 
North  Carolina  and  Rhode  Island.  A  civil  revolution  had 
swept  over  all  the  states,  these  two  excepted.  As  revolutions 
seldom  go  back,  an  exuberance  of  faith  must  have  pervaded 
this  State,  if  it  believed  that  the  services  of  these  delegates 
would  ever  be  called  for.  The  delegates  from  Rhode  Island 
were  most  probably  the  only  persons  who  were  honored  with 
an  election  to  seats  in  that  Congress. 

A  convention  to  consider  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 
met  in  the  state  of  New  York,  in  June,  1788.  It  was  supposed 
that  a  very  large  majority  of  the  convention  was  opposed  to 
the  Constitution,  and  that  they  rightly  represented  the  views 
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of  their  constituents.  The  proposition  to  ratify  the  Constitu- 
tion was  first  moved  and  rejected.  This  was  followed  by  an- 
other to  ratify  it  on  condition  that  certain  amendments  should 
be  first  made  to  it.  This  was  subsequently  amended  so  as  to 
make  the  ratification  positive,  but  in  full  confidence  that  cer- 
tain amendments  would  be  made  before  the  parts  proposed 
to  be  amended  should  be  carried  into  efi'ect.  This  being 
agreed  to  on  a  close  vote,  the  convention  began  to  consider 
the  amendments  which  were  necessary,  and  thereby  cu'cular 
letters  to  the  different  states  proposed  a  new  convention  of  the 
states  to  act  upon  them. 

The  circular  came  before  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State  at  their  October  session,  1788,  and  gave  rise  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : — 

"Whereas,  his  Excellency  George  Clinton,  President  of  the  Convention 
of  New  York,  hath  transmitted  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  a  proposal, 
that  a  general  convention  of  the  states  should  take  place  in  order  that  such 
necessary  amendments  may  be  made  in  the  Constitution  proposed  for  a  fed- 
eral government,  as  will  secure  to  the  people  at  large  their  rights  and  liber- 
ties, and  to  remove  the  exceptionable  parts  of  the  said  proposed  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  whereas,  this  General  Assembly  conceive  it  to  be  the  indispensa- 
ble duty  of  the  citizens  of  this  State  to  be  connected  in  the  Union  with  their 
sister  states,  if  it  can  be  done  upon  the  principles  of  good  government ;  and 
as  it  is  necessary  that  when  any  alterations  are  to  be  made  in  government, 
which  may  affect  the  people  at  large,  the  same  should  originate  with  and  be 
derived  from  them, 

It  is  therefore  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  forthwith 
cause  to  be  printed  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  Gov.  Clinton's  letter, 
with  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  convention  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  transmit  one  as  soon  as  possible  to  each  town  clerk  in  the  State, 
who  is  hereby  directed,  upon  receipt  thereof,  to  issue  his  warrant  to  call  the 
freemen  of  the  town  to  convene  in  town  meeting,  to  take  the  same  into 
consideration,  and  thereupon  to  give  their  deputies  instructions  whether  they 
will  hav3  deputies  appointed  to  meet  in  convention  with  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  such  other  states  as  shall  appoint  the  same,  or  such  other  instruc- 
tions as  they  deem  conducive  to  the  public  good  ;  that  this  General  Assem- 
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bly  may  know  their  determination  at  the  session  lo  be  holden  by  adjourn- 
ment on  the  last  Monday  in  December  next. 

It  is  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  also  transmit  therewith  a  copy  of 
this  act  to  each  town  clerk  in  this  State. 

At  this  October  session,  1788,  the  motion  for  a  convention 
was  negatived  in  the  house  of  representatives  by  a  vote  of  four- 
teen in  favor  and  forty  against  it.  This  was  the  third  time 
this  motion  had  been  made. 

At  the  December  session,  it  appeared  that  eight  towns 
had  given  their  representatives  instructions  in  favor  of  the 
general  convention,  as  proposed  by  the  convention  of  New 
York,  five  in  favor  of  a  State  Convention,  to  ratify  and  adopt 
the  Constitution,  and  the  remaining  towns  declined  giving 
any  instructions  on  the  subject,  "  upon  the  principle  of  ad- 
hering to  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and  an  aversion  to 
amendments."  So  ended  the  third  measure  in  relation  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  by  this  State.  At  the  same 
session  the  friends  of  the  Constitution,  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, for  the  fourth  time,  moved  for  a  Convention. 
Twelve  votes  were  given  in  favor  and  thirty-four  against  the 
proposition.  The  motion  was  repeated  at  an  adjourned  ses- 
sion in  March,  1789,  at  this  fifth  trial  it  received  nineteen 
votes,  while  thirty-seven  were  cast  against  it.  At  the  May 
session,  1789,  the  representatives  from  Newport  and  those 
from  Providence,  presented  instructions  from  their  constitu- 
ents in  favor  of  a  Convention.  The  following  petition  and 
address  to  the  General  Assembly,  signed  by  about  five  hun- 
dred of  the  citizens  of  Providence,  was  also  laid  before  the 
house  of  representatives  : — 

We,  the  Subscribers,  Citizens  and  Freemen  of  the  State,  beg  leave  to 
assure  your  honors  that  this  address  is  not  founded  upon  sinister  or  party 
views,  but  upon  the  purest  sentiments  of  regard  for  the  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  the  State  at  large. 

We  need  not  adduce  many  arguments  to  prove  the  advantages  of  com- 
merce to  a  people  .in  our  situation  ;   they  are  obvious.     From  thence  not 
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only  our  numerous  tradesmen,  mechanics  and  laborers,  citizens  so  useful  to 
a  state,  derive  subsistence  for  themselves  and  families,  but  the  cultivators 
of  the  laud,  who  would  otherwise  raise  nothing  more  than  they  consume, 
are,  by  finding  a  market  for  their  surplus,  excited  to  industry,  and  add  in 
a  much  greater  degree  to  the  strength  and  importance  of  the  State.  In 
short,  commerce,  deriving  reciprocal  support  from  agriculture,  is  the  great 
fountain  from  which  flow  our  numbers,  wealth  and  respectability.  With 
the  deepest  concern  we  have  beheld  it,  of  late,  detlining.  Our  youth, 
brought  up  in  habits  of  industry  and  knowledge  of  business,  and  promising 
to  become  most  useful  members  of  society,  are  driven  to  settle  in  other 
states,  to  look  for  that  business  they  cannot  find  here.  Many  industrious 
tradesmen  and  mechanics  are  compelled  to  emigrate  for  want  of  employ- 
ment, and  many  more  who  once  lived  in  a  comfortable  manner,  are  now 
distressed  and  only  waiting  to  dispose  of  their  property  to  remove  also. 
All  which  we  conceive  to  have  been  principally  occasioned  by  want  of  com- 
petent power  in  the  Congress  of  the  late  United  States  to  preside  over, 
regulate  and  direct  the  whole  of  our  trade,  both  foreign  and  domestic, 
upon  a  wise  and  uniform  system. 

Melancholy  as  this  picture  is,  our  future  prospects  are  worse,  beyond 
comparison.  The  Congress  of  the  eleven  United  States,  have  already 
made  great  progress  in  framing  a  bill  laying  such  heavy  imposts  upon  arti- 
cles transported  from  hence  to  any  of  them,  as  those  of  the  growth  and 
manufacture  of  this  State,  as  foreign  merchandise,  as  will  amount  to  a 
prohibition.  The  operation  of  this  statute  will  necessarily  and  immediately 
cause  a  general  stagnation  of  commerce,  as  we  cannot  supply  cargoes  for 
foreign  markets  without  articles  imported  from  the  other  states  of  the  late 
Union ;  the  consequences  whereof  will  inevitably  involve  us  iu  a  distress 
truly  deplorable.  Were  it  necessary,  we  might  enlarge  on  the  following 
topics  : — That  we  have  not  an  alliance  or  treaty  of  commerce  with  any 
nation  upon  earth — that  we  are  utterly  unable  to  defend  ourselves  against 
an  enemy — and  that  we  have  no  rational  prospect  of  protection  and  defense, 
but  from  the  United  States  of  America.  We  see  no  hope  of  relief  but  in 
joining  the  United  States,  under  the  new  Constitution.  We  are  sensible 
of  the  many  exceptions  that  have  been  made  to  it.  But  as  we  have  no 
doubt  that  such  amendments  will  take  place  as  will  obviate  all  the  principal 
objections,  and  that  it  will,  under  the  auspices  of  the  illustrious  Washing- 
ton, be  carried  into  operation,  with  the  general  approbation  of  the  United 
States ;  and  as  we  cannot  possibly  exist  as  an  independent  State,  unless 
united  with  them,  we  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  wisdom  and  sound  policy 
requires  us  to  send  members  as  early  as  possible  to  the  new  Congress,  as 
thereby  this  State  will  have  a  voice  in  proposing  and  making  all  necessary 
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alteratioDS  iu  the  Constitution  as  well  as  in  levying  imposts  and  making  the 
neces&ary  regulations  of  trade. 

We  do,  therefore,  deeply  impressed  with  a  sincere  regard  for  the  public 
welfare,  and  with  all  the  earnestness  becoming  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, humbly  entreat  your  honors  to  call  a  State  Convention,  agreeably  to 
the  resolve  of  the  General  Convention,  held  at  Philadelphia,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1787,  and  the  subsequent  recommendation  of  Congress,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  joining  the  eleven  states,  which  have  already  united  under  the  new 
Constitution. 

The  presentation  of  these  instructions  and  this  address 
was  followed  by  a  motion  to  call  a  Convention.  After  debate 
the  subject  was  postponed  to  the  adjourned  session,  to  be 
held  in  June.  At  the  June  session  the  motion  was  rejected 
by  a  vote  of  thirty-two  to  twenty-two,  fifteen  being  absent, 
whose  presence,  it  was  said,  would  not  have  changed  the 
result.  This  was  the  sixth  time  the  motion  for  a  Convention 
was  defeated.  The  change  of  the  relative  strength  of  par- 
ties during  the  struggle,  could  have  afi"orded  but  little  hopes 
to  the  friends  of  the  Constitution. 

A  special  session  of  the  Assembly  convened  on  the  15th 
of  September,  1789,  when  the  following  act  was  passed  : — 

An  Act  in  relation  to  a  Contention  in  this  State. 
Whereas,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  by  a  resolve  passed  on 
the  28th  of  September,  1787,  recommended  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State 
to  call  a  Convention  within  the  same  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  the  Consti- 
tution of  a  general  government,  formed  by  a  Convention  of  twelve  of  the 
states  assembled  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  year  1787  ;  and  whereas,  this  As- 
sembly on  the  most  careful  examination  of  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  the 
freemen  of  this  State,  are  of  opinion  that  the  same  are  limited  to  the  admin- 
istration of  the  existing  Constitution  of  the  State,  and  do  not  extend  to  de- 
vising or  adopting  alterations  therein  ;  and  whereas,  notwithstanding  this 
General  Assembly,  convinced  that  the  freemen  of  this  State  retain  in  their 
own  hands  the  entire  power  of  adopting  or  rejecting  the  said  Constitution, 
at  their  session  held  in  Providence,  in  February,  1788,  passed  an  act  for 
authorizing  town  meetings  in  this  State  for  the  special  purpose  of  giving  the 
freemen  an  opportunity  of  adopting  or  rejecting  said  Constitution,  grievious 
complaints  are  still  made  by  some,  that  said  Constitution  hath  not  been 
adopted  by  this  State,  nor  a  Convention  called  for  that  purpose — 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly  and  by  the 
AUTHORITY  THEREOF  IT  IS  Enacted,  That  the  freemen  of  the  several  towns 
in  this  State  assemble  in  town  meeting  in  their  respective  towns  on  the  3d 
Monday  in  October  next,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instructions  to  their  rep- 
resentatives, respecting  the  appointment  of  a  State  Convention  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  and  determining  on  said  Constitution,  to  the  intent  that 
this  Assembly,  at  their  session  in  October  next,  may  be  fully  acquainted 
with  the  sentiments  of  the  people  at  large  relative  to  calling  a  Convention 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

It  is  ORDERED,  That  the  secretary  transmit,  as  soon  as  may  be,  printed 
copies  of  this  act  to  the  several  to^vn  clerks  in  this  State,  and  that  the  said 
town  clerks  issue  their  warrants  for  calling  town  meetings  agreeably  to  this 
act. 

It  would  require  sharp  optics  to  discover  the  power  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  pass  the  foregoing  act,  if  their  powers 
"  are  limited  to  the  administration  of  the  existing  constitu- 
tion of  the  State,"  as  is  set  forth  in  the  preamble,  for  no 
part  of  "  the  existing  constitution  "  required  the  General 
Assembly  to  direct  the  freemen  of  the  State  to  assemble  in 
town  meetings  to  instruct  their  representatives,  "  respecting 
the  appointment  of  a  state  convention  "  for  the  purposes  set 
forth  in  the  act.  It  certainly  would  have  required  no  greater 
stretch  of  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  Assembly  for 
them  to  advise  the  freemen  to  elect  delegates  to  a  Conven- 
tion, than  to  direct  them  to  instruct  their  representatives  on 
the  subject.  The  act,  in  fact,  was  but  another  attempt  to 
defeat  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  without  reference  to 
the  mode  recommended  by  Congress,  for  ascertaining  the 
views  of  the  people  in  relation  to  it. 

At  the  same  session  the  following  letter  was  prepared  and 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  then 
in  session  in  New  York  : 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  eleven  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled : 
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The  critical  situation  in  which  the  people  of  this  State  are  placed  en- 
gages us  to  make  these   assurances,   in  behalf  of  their   attachment  and 
friendship  to  their  sister  states,  and  of  their  disposition  to  cultivate  mutual 
harmony  and  friendly  intercourse.    They  know  themselves  to  be  a  handful, 
comparatively  viewed,  and  although  they  now  stand,  as  it  were,  alone,  they 
have  not  separated  themselves  or  departed  from  the  principles  of  that  Con- 
federation, which  was  formed  by  the  sister  states  in  their  struggle  for  free- 
dom, and  in  the  hour  of  danger.     They  seek,  by  this  memorial,  to  call  to 
your  remembrance  the  hazards  which  we  have  run,  the  hardships  we  have 
endured,  the  treasures  we  have  spent  and  the  blood  we  have  lost  together  in 
one  common  cause,  and  especially  the  object  we  had  in  view,  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  liberty ;  wherein,  ability  considered,  they  may  truly  say,  they 
were  equal  in  exertions  with  the  foremost.     The  effects,  whereof,  in  great 
embarrassments  and  other  distresses  consequent  thereon,  we  have  since  ex- 
perienced with  severity,  which  common  sufferings  and  common  danger,  we 
hope  and  trust  yet  form  a  bond  of  union  and  friendship  not  easily  to  be 
broken.     Our  not  having  acceded  to  or  adopted  the  new  system  of  govern- 
ment formed  and  adopted  by  most  of  our  sister  states,  we  doubt  not,  has 
given  uneasiness  to  them.     That  we  have  not  seen  our  way  clear  to  do  it, 
consistent  with  our  idea  of  the  principles  upon  which  we  all  embarked  to- 
gether, has  also  given  pain  to  us.     We   have  not  doubted  but  we  might 
thereby  avoid  present  difficulties,  but  we  have  apprehended  future  mischief. 
The  people  of  this  State  from  its  first  settlement,  have  been  accustomed 
and  strongly   attached  to  a  democratic   form  of  government.     They  have 
viewed  in  the  new  Constitution  an  approach,  though  perhaps  but  small,  to- 
ward that  form  of  government  from  which  we  have  lately  dissolved  our 
connection  at  so  much  hazard  and  expense  of  life  and  treasure ;  they  have 
seen,  with  pleasure,  the  administration  thereof,  from  the  most  important 
trust  downwards,  committed  to  men  who  have  highly  merited,  and  in  whom 
the  people  of  the  United  States  place  unbounded  confidence  ;  yet,  even  in 
this  circumstance,  in  itself  so  fortunate,  they  have  apprehended  danger  by 
way  of  precedent.     Can  it  be  thought   strange  then,  that  with  these  im- 
pressions   they  should  want  to   see   the  proposed  system  organized  and  in 
operation,  to  see  what  further  checks  and  securities  would  be   agreed  to 
and  established  by  way  of  ame,ndment^  before  they  could  adopt  it  as  a  Con- 
stitution of  government  for  themselves  and  their  posterity  ?     These  amend- 
ments, we  believe,  have  already  afforded  some  relief  and  satisfaction  to  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  this  State,  and  we  earnestly  look  for  the  time  when 
they  may  with  clearness  and  safety,  be  again  united  with  the   sister  states 
under  a  Constitution  and  form  of  government  so  well  poised  as  neither  to 
need  alteration  or  be  liable  thereto  by  a  majority  only  of  nine  states  out  of 
thirteen,  a  circumstance  which  may  possibly  take  place  against  the  sense 
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of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  We  are  sensible  of  the 
extremes  to  which  democratic  governments  are  sometimes  liable,  some- 
thing of  which  we  have  latel}'  experienced,  but  we  esteem  them  temporary 
and  partial  evils  compared  with  the  loss  of  liberty  and  the  rights  of  a  free 
people. 

Neither  do  we  apprehend  they  will  be  marked  with  severity  by  our  sister 
states,  when  it  is  considered,  that  during  the  late  trouble,  the  whole  United 
States,  notwithstanding  their  joint  wisdom  and  efforts,  fell  into  the  like  mis- 
fortune ;  that  from  our  extraordinary  exertions  this  State  was  left  in  a  situ- 
ation nearly  as  emlbarrassing  as  that  during  the  war  ;  that  in  the  measures 
which  were  adopted,  government  unfortunately,  had  not  that  aid  and  sup- 
port from  the  mouied  interest,  which  our  sister  states  of  New  York  and  the 
Carolinas  experienced  under  similar  circumstances,  and  especially  when  it 
is  considered  that  upon  some  abatement  of  that  fermentation  in  the  minds 
of  the  people,  which  is  so  common  in  the  collision  of  sentiments  and  of  par- 
ties, a  disposition  appears  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  difficulties  we  have 
labored  under  on  that  account. 

We  are  induced  to  hope  that  we  shall  not  be  altogether  considered  as 
foreigners  having  no  particular  affinity  or  connection  with  the  United  States. 
But  that  trade  and  commerce  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  this  State  much 
depends,  will  be  preserved  as  free  and  open  between  this  and  the  United 
States,  as  our  different  situations  at  present  can  possibly  admit ;  earnestly 
desiring  and  proposing  to  adopt  such  commercial  regulations  on  our  part  as 
shall  not  tend  to  defeat  the  collection  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
but  rather  to  act  in  conformity  to,  or  cooperate  therewith,  and  desiring  also, 
to  give  the  strongest  assurances  that  we  shall,  during  our  present  situation, 
use  our  utmost  endeavors  to  be  in  preparation  from  time  to  time  to  answer 
our  proportion  of  such  part  of  the  interest  or  principal  of  the  foreign  and 
domestic  debt  as  the  United  States  shall  judge  expedient  to  pay  and  dis- 
charge. 

We  feel  ourselves  attached  by  the  strongest  ties  of  friendship,  kindred 
and  of  interest  with  our  sister  states,  and  we  cannot  without  the  greatest 
reluctance  look  to  any  other  quarter  for  those  advantages  of  commercial 
intercourse  which  we  conceive  to  be  more  natural  and  reciprocal  between 
them  and  us. 

The  '•  critical  situation"  of  the  affairs  in  this  State,  it  would 
seem  from  this  letter,  had  made  some  impression  on  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  Evidently  even  the  opponents  of  the  Constitu- 
tion looked  forward  to  a  time,  not  far  distant,  when  it  would 
be  ratified  and  adopted  by  this  State.     The  last  clause  in  this 
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letter  seems  like  a  threat  to  seek  foreign  aid.  Dr.  Dwight, 
in  his  travels  in  New  England,  vol.  3,  p.  50,  refers  to  a  pro- 
posal made  by  the  French  government  to  have  "  the  island 
of  Rhode  Island  and  harbor  ceded  to  them  by  Congress."  He 
says,  in  relation  to  this  proposal,  "  The  arguments  adduced 
by  the  French  to  persuade  Congress  to  a  compliance  with 
their  wishes,  were,  that  a  French  fleet  being  kept  here,  with 
a  considerable  body  of  land  forces,  would  prevent  the  island 
from  being  seized  by  Great  Britain,  and  preclude  the  British 
from  a  harbor  on  our  coasts ;  would  be  ready  at  all  times  as 
an  ally  to  defend  us  in  war,  and  would  furnish  a  valuable 
market  for  our  productions  in  peace."  The  Doctor  gives  nei- 
ther the  time  nor  the  place  when  this  proposal  was  made, 
"  as,"  he  observes,  "  Congress  had  it  not  in  their  power  to 
alienate  any  part  of  the  territory  of  any  state,"  but  if  it  ever 
were  made  in  sober  earnest,  can  there  be  a  doubt  that  the 
French  government  would  have  been  pleased  to  accept  the 
whole  of  the  State  ]  And  in  the  high  excitement  then  exist- 
ing here,  would  it  be  strange,  if  at  this  time,  there  should 
have  been  some  ultra  anti-federalists  who  would  suggest  the 
revival  of  the  proposal  to  the  French  government,  and  the 
feasibility  of  its  acceptance,  with  a  view  to  other  objects  ? 

The  General  Assembly  adjourned  its  session  which  com- 
menced on  the  second  Monday  in  September,  to  the  second 
Monday  in  October,  notwithstanding  a  regular  session  com- 
menced on  the  last  Monday  in  October.  At  this  adjourned 
session  they  passed  the  following  resolution  : — 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be  directed  to  cause  to 
be  printed  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  amendments  to  the  new  Con- 
stitution as  agreed  to  by  Congress,  and  which  have  been  communicated  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  this  Legislature,  and  that  one  copy 
thereof  be  sent  to  each  town  clerk  in  the  State  as  soon  as  may  be  to  be  laid 
before  the  freemen  at  the  town  meeting's  to  be  holden  on  Monday  next, 
agreeably  to  a  former  vote  of  this  Assembly,  for  their  consideration. 
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The  amendments  to  the  Constitution  here  referred  to  were 
twelve  in  number.  The  first  ten  amendments  which  follow 
the  Constitution  in  the  revised  statutes  of  this  State,  were 
among  them.  The  remaining  ones  were  not  ratified  by  the 
legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  states.  One  of  them  re- 
lated to  the  ratio  of  representation  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, and  the  other  to  the  compensation  of  senators  and 
representatives. 

The  instructions  given  by  the  towns,  or  any  of  them 
to  their  representatives,  are  not  now  to  be  found.  In 
the  absence  of  all  information  on  the  subject  it  is  proba- 
ble that  no  vote  on  the  call  for  a  convention  was  taken  at 
this  session  on  the  second  Monday  in  October.  A  new  elec- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  had  taken 
place  as  usual,  at  the  August  town  meetings.  These  would 
compose  the  house  of  representatives  at  the  regular  session 
of  the  General  Assembly  on  the  last  Monday  in  October. 
The  friends  of  the  Constitution  would  scarcely  have  pressed 
a  vote  on  members  just  at  the  close  of  their  term  of  office, 
who  in  the  June  preceding  had  shown  a  decided  majority 
against  them.  And  the  majority  in  the  house,  it  would  seem 
probable,  would  willingly  leave  the  decision  of  the  question 
to  their  successors. 

The  General  Assembly  convened  for  their  October  session 
at  South  Kingstown,  on  the  last  Monday  of  the  month.  The 
new  house  of  representatives  met  the  motion  for  a  convention 
for  the  seventh  time  before  the  Assembly  and  negatived  it 
by  a  vote  of  seventeen  to  thirty-nine,  only  four  being  absent. 
After  transacting  the  ordinary  business  of  the  session,  the 
Assembly  adjourned  to  Providence,  there  to  meet  on  the  sec- 
ond Monday  in  January,  1790. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1790,  the  situation  of 
this  State  had  become  truly  critical.  The  government  of  the 
United  States  had  been  organized  under  the  Constitution  and 
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in  successful  operation,  since  April  30,  1789.  North  Caro- 
lina, in  November,  1789,  adopted  the  Constitution,  and  there 
remained  only  Ehode  Island  under  the  old  Articles  of  Con- 
federation. The  first  session  of  the  first  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  adjourned  on  the  29th  day  of  September,  1789. 
During  its  session,  the  towns  of  Providence,  Newport  and 
Bristol,  had  forwarded  to  it  their  petitions  that  the  vessels 
belonging  to  this  State,  might  for  a  limited  time  at  least,  be 
exempted  from  foreign  tonnage  and  duties.  The  one  from 
Providence  was  adopted  at  a  town  meeting  held  on  the  27th 
of  August,  and  contained  the  following  statements,  which 
illustrate  the  feelmgs  that  pervaded  this  and  the  other  sea- 
port towns  :  — 

During  the  arduous  struggle  of  our  country  for  the  preservation  of  her 
rights,  liberty  and  independence,  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  this 
town  was  particularly  noted  for  its  attachment  to,  and  its  advances  and 
exertions  for,  the  support  of  the  common  cause  of  the  United  States.  Sen- 
sible that  our  most  essential  interests  depended  on  our  being  in  the  Union, 
and  that  the  former  Confederation  was  unequal  to  its  exigencies,  we  made 
every  effort  to  obtain  delegates  to  be  sent  from  this  State  to  the  general 
Convention,  which  met  at  Philadelphia,  in  1787.  After  the  proceedings  of 
that  Convention  were  published,  this  town,  pleased  with  the  spirit  of  liberty, 
tempered  with  energy  and  responsibility,  which  so  strikingly  pervades  the 
new  Constitution,  made  the  most  unremitted  exertions  for  obtaining  a  Con- 
vention of  the  State,  for  its  adoption.  We  have  not  hitherto  succeeded,  but  it 
is,  with  great  satisfaction,  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  inform  Congress,  that 
from  the  recent  election  of  the  members  of  our  lower  house  of  Assembly, 
there  is  a  probability  that  this  deirable  event  will  soon  take  place.  We  now 
experience  the  unhappy  consequences  of  our  not  belonging  to  the  Union,  in 
being  subjected  to  the  same  imposts  and  tonnage,  as  foreigners,  which,  con- 
sidering our  intimate  connection  with  the  United  States,  and  our  dependence 
upon  them  for  the  means  of  our  subsistence,  operates  in  a  most  grievous 
manner  against  the  seaport  towns  of  this  State,  who  have  been  generally 
supplied  as  well  by  land  as  water,  with  firewood,  corn,  flour  and  other 
necessary  articles  from  the  states  now  in  the  Union  ;  and  should  our  trade 
and  commuuication  with  them  continue  to  be  restricted  as  at  present,  our 
situation  will  be  truly  wretched. 

We  claim  an  original  relation  to  the  American  Congress   and  are  fully 
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sensible  that  we  cannot  exist  independent  of  the  friendship  and  good  will  of 
our  sister  states.  And  as  we  hope  the  formal  accession  of  this  State  to  the 
Constitution  is  not  far  distant,  and  as  our  separation  can  by  no  means  be 
imputed  to  the  seaport  towns,  the  inhabitants  whereof  are,  almost  unani- 
mously, zealous  advocates  for  the  new  Constitution  ;  and  as  a  continuance 
of  the  above  mentioned  restrictions  on  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  will  ac- 
cumulate unmerited  distress  upon  that  part  of  the  community  which  has 
been  most  firmly  attached  to  the  Union,  and  as  we  cannot  but  hope  that  the 
benign  disposition  of  Congress  towards  the  agricultural  part  of  the  State, 
manifested  in  the  admission  of  their  produce  and  manufactures  free,  will 
also  be  extended  to  the  seaport  towns. 

VTe  therefore  most  humbly  entreat  the  attention  of  Congress  to  our  dis- 
tressed situation,  and  that  they  wiU  be  pleased  to  grant  for  such  time  as  to 
them  shall  appear  proper,  that  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  this 
State,  may  be  permitted  to  entry  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  exempt 
from  the  payment  of  foreign  tonnage  in  the  same  manner  as  vessels  belong- 
ing to  their  own  citizens,  and  that  foreign  merchandise  on  importation  by  the 
citizens  of  this  State  into  the  United  States  by  land  or  water,  shall  be  sub- 
ject only  to  the  same  duties  and  restrictions  as  by  law  are  required  of  their 
own  citizens. 

Dr.  Manning,  who  had  sat  in  the  old  Continental  Con- 
gress with  many  of  the  members  of  the  present  Congress, 
and  Benjamin  Bourne,  were  appointed  to  present  this  peti- 
tion. Petitions  of  a  similar  character,  from  Newport  and 
Bristol,  were  forwarded  by  William  Marchant,  formerly  also 
a  member  of  Congress.  They  succeeded  in  their  mission, 
and  the  operations  of  the  obnoxious  law  was  suspended  un- 
til January  15, 1790.  When  that  time  expired  Rhode  Island- 
ers had  no  reason  to  expect  that  her  citizens  would  be  treat- 
ed otherwise  than  as  foreigners.  The  near  approach  of  the 
loth  of  January,  roused  the  merchants  and  friends  of  the 
Constitution  throughout  the  State  to  make  one  more  strenu- 
ous attempt  to  induce  the  Legislature  to  call  a  Convention. 
The  Legislature  met  in  Providence  on  the  second  Monday 
in  January,  by  adjournment  from  October.  The  members  of 
both  branches  were  the  same  as  at  October.  The  friends  of 
the  Constitution  remembered  that  their  motion  for  a  Conven- 
tion had  been  negatived  at  the  October  session,  by  a  vote  of 
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17  to  39.  They  were  not,  however,  disheartened  by  this  de- 
feat. They  did  not  despair  of  success,  but  nerved  them- 
selves for  greater  exertions  to  insure  it.  The  session  com- 
menced January  11.  The  first  four  days  were  spent  in  doing 
the  ordinary  business  of  the  legislation  and  in  preparing 
for  the  motion  for  a  Convention.  On  Friday  morning,  Benja- 
min Bourne,  a  representative  from  Providence,  moved  for  the 
calling  of  a  Convention.  A  long  and  interesting  debate  occu- 
pied the  greater  part  of  that  day.  Toward  evening  the  vote 
was  taken  and  the  motion  carried,  by  a  vote  of  34  to  29. 
On  being  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table  till  the  next  morning. 

While  the  house  of  representatives  was  discussing  this 
motion,  on  Friday,  the  senate  passed  a  bill,  requesting  the 
freemen  at  town  meetings,  to  be  specially  called,  to  instruct 
their  representatives  in  the  General  Assembly,  whether  a 
Convention  should  be  called,  or  not.  The  house  of  repre- 
sentatives voted,  by  14  majority,  not  to  concur.  On  the 
evening  of  Saturday,  the  senate  came  to  a  vote  on  the  bill 
from  the  house,  to  call  a  Convention.  The  Deputy  Govern- 
or and  four  senators  voted  not  to  concur,  and  four  senators 
voted  to  concur.  About  ten  o'clock  the  Assembly  adjourned 
to  the  next  morning,  Sunday. 

The  excitement  on  Sunday  morning  was  intense.  It  is 
probable  that  the  Legislature  had  never  before  held  a  session 
on  a  Sunday.  The  crowd  at  the  State  house  was  immense, 
as  described  by  an  eye  witness.  The  meeting  houses  were, 
in  a  measure,  deserted.     Piety  gave  place  to  patriotism. 

At  the  opening  of  the  session  Mr.  Marchant,  of  Newport, 
introduced  a  bill  to  call  a  Convention,  varying  in  some  unim- 
portant particulars  from  the  one  that  had  been  acted  on  the 
day  previous.  It  passed  the  house  by  a  vote  of  32  to  11. 
While  this  bill  was  pending  in  the  house,  the  Deputy  Gov- 
ernor introduced  the  following  bill  into  the  senate  :  — 
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Whereas,  the  Constitution  recommended  by  the  General  Convention, 
held  in  Philadelpia,  on  the  17th  of  September,  1787,  has  been  adopted  by 
twelve  of  the  United  States  ;  and,  whereas,  the  said  twelve  states  have  pro- 
ceeded to  organize  a  Federal  Government,  conformable  to  the  principles 
thereof,  and  have  put  the  same  into  actual  operation  ;  and,  whereas,  from 
the  operations  thereof,  the  citizens  of  this  State  will  suffer  great  and  mani- 
fold inconveniences  and  discouragements  in  their  trade  and  commerce,  and 
otherwise,  while  they  are  considered  and  treated  as  foreigners,  wholy  dis- 
connected from  all  the  said  states,  by  reason  whereof  it  has  become  the  in- 
tent and  the  policy  of  this  State  to  take  the  most  prudent  measures  for 
acceding  to  the  union  of  the  said  twelve  states,  formed  and  organized  as 
aforesaid ;  and  this  General  Assembly  are  sensible  that  the  accession  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  the  said  Union,  and  the  grievous  operation 
of  the  Federal  Government  on  the  interests  of  many  of  the  citizens  of  this 
State  since  the  last  measure  taken  by  this  General  Assembly  on  the  subject, 
have  presented  the  same  to  our  view  and  consideration  in  a  very  different 
attitude  from  that  in  which  it  then  appeared ;  and,  whereas,  this  General 
Assembly  are  ever  willing  and  desirous,  on  all  occasions  and  particularly 
on  the  adoption  of  a  permanent  government,  to  consult  and  be  governed 
by  the  voice  of  the  people  at  large,  whose  agents  and  servants  they  are, 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  freemen  of  this  State  assemble  in  town  meetings 
in  the  respective  towns,  on  Tuesday,  the  26th  day  of  January,  instant,  for 
the  purpoce  of  instructing  their  representatives  in  General  Assembly  at 
their  next  adjournment,  on  the  subject  of  appointing  a  State  Convention  in 
which  to  consider  and  decide  on  the  propriety  of  adopting  or  rejecting  the 
said  new  Federal  Constitution :  And  that  the  several  town  clerks  issue 
their  warrants,  in  the  usual  form,  at  least,  three  days  before  said  26th 
day  of  January,  instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  transmit  copies  of  this  act  to  the  several 
town  clerks  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  rising  of  this  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  act  be  also  transmitted,  by  the  Governor, 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  the  same  in  substance  as  the  bill  that  the  senate  passed 
the  day  before,  the  preamble  being  now  added.  In  this  form 
it  was  adopted,  and  was  non-concurred  in  by  the  house  by  a 
large  majority.  The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  from  the 
house,  calling  a  Convention.  The  vote  on  it  was  taken  about 
12  o'clock,  at  noon.     Four  senators  voted  to  concur  with  the 
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house,  and  the  Deputy  Governor  and  three  senators  to  non- 
concur. It  then  rested  on  the  Governor,  John  Collins,  to 
decide  the  question.  In  a  neat  speech  of  considerable  length, 
he  reviewed  the  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  Constitution, 
the  action  of  the  other  states,  and  referring  to  the  peculiar 
situation  of  this  State,  gave  his  vote  to  concur  ;  and  so  the 
following  bill  became  a  law  of  the  State  :  — 

An  Act  for  calling  a  Convention  to  take  into  consideration  the  Constitu- 
tion proposed  for  the  United  States,  on  the  17th  day  of  September,  A. 
D.  1787,  by  the  General  Convention  held  at  Philadelphia : 
Be  it  Enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  by  the  authority  there- 
of, it  is,  hereby,  enacted,  That  the  new  Constitution,  proposed  for  the 
United  States,  passed  on  the  17th  day  of  September,  1787,  by  the  Gen- 
eral Convention,  held  at  Philadelphia,  be  submitted  to  the  people  of  this 
State,  represented  in  a  State  Convention,  for  their  full  and  free  investiga- 
tion and  decision,  agreeably  to  the  resolve  of  the  said  Convention  ;  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  freemen  of  the  several  towns,  qualified  to  vote  in 
election  of  deputies  to  the  General  Assembly,  to  convene  in  their  respective 
towns,  in  legal  town  meetings,  on  the  second  Monday  in  February  next, 
and  then  to  choose  the  same  number  of  delegates  as  they  are  entitled  to  elect 
deputies  to  represent  them  in  the  same  Convention,  and  that  the  said  Con- 
vention be  holden  at  South  Kingstown,  on  the  first  Monday  in  March  next. 
And  be  it  further  Enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said 
Convention  be,  and,  hereby  is,  empowered  and  fully  authorized,  finally,  to 
decide  on  the  said  Constitution  ag  they  shall  judge  shall  be  most  conducive 
to  the  interests  of  the  people  of  this  State,  and  that  the  said  Convention 
cause  the  result  of  their  deliberations  and  proceedings,  relative  to  the  afore- 
said Constitution,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
as  soon  after  the  rising  thereof  as  may  be. 

The  Assembly  then  passed  the  following  resolutions  : — 

It  is  voted  and  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  act  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  immediately. 

Whereas,  the  operations  of  the  Federal  Government,  according  to 
the  existing  laws  of  Congress,  will  prove  greatly  injurious  to  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  this  State,  unless  a  further  suspension  of  the  same  can  be 
obtained  ;  and,  whereas,  this  General  Aasembly,  at  the  present  session,  have 
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passed  an  act  recommending  a  State  Convention  in  conformity  to  the  re- 
commendation of  the  General  Convention,  held  at  Philadelphia,  and  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  the 
accession  of  this  State  to  the  Federal  Union  will,  in  a  short  time,  entitle 
the  citizens  thereof  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  Federal  Government ;  and, 
whereas  it  is  necessary  that  this  application  be  made,  in  the  mean  time,  for 
the  suspension  of  the  acts  of  Congress,  subjecting  the  citizens  of  this  State 
to  foreign  tonnage  and  foreign  duties  : 

It  is  therefore  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency,  the  Gov- 
ernor be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  make  application,  in  the  name  of 
this  State,  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  reviving  the  indul- 
gence granted  to  the  citizens  of  this  State,  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  their 
last  session,  during  the  good  pleasure  of  Congress. 

Thus  ended  this  eventful  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  State.  It  commenced  amid  the  darkest  hours  that  ever 
overspread  the  land.  It  was  held  by  men,  who  had  at  a 
previous  session,  in  no  doubtful  terms,  expressed  their  opin- 
ions upon  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  All  the  mem- 
bers of  the  senate  and  a  great  majority  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, belonged  to  a  political  party  that  had  risen  to 
power,  in  the  State,  by  its  devotion  to  extreme  measures. 
They  were  banded  together  to  retain  that  political  ascen- 
dency, by  adherence  to  these  and  kindred  measures.  Some 
of  their  number  had,  undoubtedly,  been  convinced  of  their 
errors  in  relation  to  the  Constitution,  and  preferring  the 
State  to  their  party,  now  conscientiously  supported  the  Con- 
stitution. Others,  perhaps,  were  operated  upon  by  motives 
which  neither  do  honor  to  them  nor  to  the  individuals  who 
forced  them  on  their  notice.  But  the  great  good  that  re- 
sulted from  their  action  cannot  justify,  or  even  palliate  bri- 
bery, if  used  to  secure  it.  That  was  alleged  at  the  time,  by 
prominent  members  of  the  dominant  party.  The  allegation, 
whether  true  or  false,  gave  rise  to  divisions  in  that  party, 
and  ensured  final  success  to  the  friends  of  the  Constitution. 
They  deserved  the  success  they  had  achieved  in  the  General 
Assembly,  by  their  persisting  efforts.  Seven  times  before 
this  had  they  moved  for  a  Constitution,  and  been  defeated. 
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JANUARY  17th  TO  OCTOBER,  1790. 


JOUENAL  AND  PEOCEEDmCS  OF  THE  CONVENTION  THAT  ADOPTED 
THE  CONSTITUTION. 

TovTN  Meetings  for  election  of  Delegates  to  the  Convention,  held  Febru- 
ary 8 — Convention  met  March  1 — Character  of  the  Delegates — Instruc- 
tions from  Richmond  and  Portsmouth — Resolutions  of  a  meeting  of  free- 
men, held  at  East  Greenwich — No  official  record  of  the  State  Convention 
that  adopted  the  Constitution  on  file — Papers,  Documents  and  Minutes  of 
Proceedings  of  the  Convention,  preserved  by  Daniel  Updike — Deposited 
with  the  Secretary  of  State  by  Wilkins  Updike,  in  1863 — Journal  and 
Minutes,  with  explanatory  remarks — Final  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
May  29 — Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Convention  to  Congress — Spe- 
cial session  of  the  Legislature,  June  7 — Election  of  Senators  to  Congress 
— Act  passed  for  the  election  of  Representatives — Address  from  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  the  President  of  the  United  vStates — Concluding  re- 
marks— Summary  of  the  Legislation  of  Rhode  Island  in  relation  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution. 

The  act  calling  the  Convention  was  passed  on  Sunday, 
January  17th,  1790.  The  time  appointed  for  holding  town 
meetings  for  the  election  of  delegates,  was  the  second  Mon- 
day in  February  following,  the  8th  day  of  that  month.  The 
day  of  the  meeting  of  the  Convention  was  the  first  Monday 
in  March  ;  the  place  of  meeting.  South  Kingstown.  The  cir- 
cumstances required  prompt  action  on  this  subject.  The  time 
limited  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  admitting 
vessels  from  this  State  to  enter  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
upon  the  same  terms  as  vessels  belonging  to  those  states,  ex- 
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pired  on  the  15th  of  January.  At  the  request  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  it  had  been  extended  to  the  loth  of  April. 
After  that  day,  the  intercourse  between  this  State  and  the 
United  States,  was  to  stand  on  the  same  footing  as  that  of 
a  foreign  nation.  If  this  State  neglected  to  ratify  and  adopt 
the  Constitution,  before  that  day,  by  the  terms  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  she  was  to  be  regarded  and  treated  as  an  alien  and 
a  stranger. 

Town  meetings  were  held  in  all  the  towns  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed and  delegates  from  each  elected.  The  Convention 
met  on  the  first  day  of  March,  the  day  designated  for  that 
purpose.  It  consisted  of  seventy  members,  all  of  whom  were 
present.  Forty-two  of  their  number  had  been  members  of 
the  General  Assembly  in  January,  comprising  the  leading 
members  of  both  houses  of  the  Assembly.  Four  of  them  had 
held  the  office  of  Deputy  Governor  of  the  State.  Five  had 
been  elected  delegates  from  the  State  to  the  Continental 
Congress.  It  was  a  Convention  of  talented  men,  men  of  ex- 
perience in  legislative  proceedings,  men  well  informed  on 
most  subjects,  but  especially  well  informed  as  to  the  feelings 
and  views  of  their  constituents,  who  had  acknowledged  them 
as  their  leaders  in  their  party  strifes.  For  years  the  special 
subject  that  they  met  to  consider,  had  been  a  subject  of  pub- 
lic and  private  discussion  in  the  State  and  out  of  it.  All  the 
other  states  had  held  conventions  for  the  same  purpose. 
More  or  less  of  the  reasoning  and  arguments  that  had  swayed 
them,  had  through  newspapers  and  other  publications  been 
before  almost  every  member.  Unfortunately,  the  State,  at 
the  time,  was  divided  into  two  parties,  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween them  being  deeply  marked.  Each  member  belonged 
to  one  or  the  other  of  these  parties.  Party  spirit  ran  too 
high  to  tolerate  a  neutral  in  office,  especially  in  office  as  a  del- 
egate to  act  on  the  very  question  in  which  all  the  party 
issues  had  been  engrossed.  Generally  the  delegates  came  to 
the  Convention  without  any  definite  instructions  from  their 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  DELEGATES  FROM  RICHMOND.  635 

constituents  to  control  their  acts.  Such  instructions  were  not 
in  fact,  requisite.  The  opinions  of  each  delegate  and  of  his 
constituents  on  the  great  question  to  come  before  them  were 
as  definite  and  as  well  known  as  instructions  could  make 
them.  Several  towns,  however,  gave  instructions,  am-ong 
which  were  Richmond  and  Portsmouth,  which  were  as  fol- 
lows : — 

From  Richmond. 
In  Town  Meeting,  the  18th  of  February,  1790,  the  Committee  appointed 

to  draft  instructions  for  the  delegates  to  be  chosen  by  this  town,  made 

the  following  report,  to  wit : 

Whereas,  the  General  Assenbly,  at  their  session,  held  at  Providence, 
January,  1790,  voted  and  resolved,  that  a  State  Convention  should  be  held 
at  South  Kingstown,  on  the  first  Monday  of  March  next,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration a  general  government,  as  agreed  to  by  a  Convention  held  at 
Philadelphia,  on  the  17th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1787,  and  that  the 
town  clerks,  of  the  several  towns  in  this  State,  issue  their  warrants  to  con- 
vene the  freemen  in  this  State,  to  meet  in  their  respective  towns,  on  the 
second  Monday  of  February  the  next  following,  to  choose  the  same  num- 
ber of  delegates,  to  represent  said  towns,  as  they  have  deputies  to  represent 
them  in  the  General  Assembly :  And  Avhereas  the  town  clerk  of  this  town 
of  Richmond  hath  issued  his  warrant  for  the  convening  of  the  freemen  of 
said  town,  agreeably  to  the  resolve  of  the  aforesaid  session  of  Assembly  : 
And  whereas  the  said  town  hath  met  in  town  meeting  and  chose  a  moderator, 
and  there  was  a  nomination  of  persons  to  be  chosen  as  delegates  to  repre- 
sent said  town,  it  was  then  moved,  that  previous  to  a  choice  there  should 
be  instructions  drawn  for  those  that  should  be  chosen,  and  the  vote  passed 
in  the  affirmative  ;  and  we,  the  subscribers,  were  chosen  for  that  purpose  : 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  delegates  that  represent  this 
town  shall  use  their  endeavors,  that  the  said  Constitution  be  not  adopted  at 
said  Convention,  but  that  the  Constitution  be  duly  considered,  that  every 
amendment  that  is  necessary,  be  proposed,  if  any  shall  be  required  ;  that 
said  Convention  adjourn  to  a  future  day,  so  as  to  see  the  operation  of  the 
Federal  Government,  that  the  citizens  of  this  State  may  be  convinced  of 
the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  adopting  said  Constitution.  All  which  is 
submitted,  by  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servants. 

GEORGE  WEBB, 
JOSEPH  SHELDON, 
SAMUEL  CLARK, 
SIMEON  CLARK,  Jr., 
J.  TEFFT. 
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Voted,  That  the  preceding  report  be  received,  and  that  the  clerk  make 
out  a  copy  thereof  and  deliver  the  same  to  one  of  the  delegates  of  this 
town. 

From  Portsmouth. 

At  a  large  town  meeting  of  the  freemen  of  the  to-\\Ti  of  Portsmouth, 
held  at  the  house  of  Robert  Fish,  this  27th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1790, 
legally  convened,  in  consequence  of  a  petition  of  a  number  of  freemen  of 
said  town,  directed  to  the  town  clerk,  requesting  a  town  meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  new  Constitution  proposed  for  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  more  especially  for  giving  instruc- 
tions respecting  the  same  to  the  delegates  appointed  to  represent  this  town 
in  the  State  Convention,  to  be  holden  at  South  Kingstown,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  March  next,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed 
in  January  session  last,  and  for  other  prudential  matters  which  might  oc- 
cur for  the  benefit  and  interest  of  said  town. 

The  Avarrant,  for  calling  this  town  meeting,  being  read,  it  was  Voted, 
That  Giles  Lawton,  Jr.,  Esq.,  be  chosen  moderator. 

Voted,  That  William  Anthony,  Jr.,  be  chosen  clerk  of  this  meeting, 
pro  tern.,  the  town  clerk  being  absent. 

Voted,  That  this  town  do  instruct  their  delegates  appointed  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  State  Convention. 

Voted,  That  Messrs.  Thomas  Potter,  Thomas  Sherman,  John  Thurs- 
ton, Robert  Lawton  and  Joseph  Sisson  be  a  committee  to  draft  instructions, 
and  to  report  the  same  to  this  meeting  as  soon  as  may  be. 

The  Committee  having  made  their  report,  the  following  instructions  were 
received,  read  and  unanimously  voted. 

The  instructions  of  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  :  — 

To  Barrington  Anthony,  Job  Durfee,  Giles  Slocum  and  Robert 
Barker,  Esqs.,  their  delegates  to  the  State  Convention,  to  be  holden  at 
South  Kingstown : 

Gentlemen. — The  General  Assembly,  at  their  session  in  January  last, 
having  thought  proper  to  pass  an  act  for  calling  a  State  Convention,  to  be 
holden  at  South  Kingstown,  on  the  first  Monday  in  March  next,  in  order  to 
submit  to  the  people  of  this  State,  represented  there,  the  new  Constitution 
proposed  for  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  17th  day  of  September,  A.  D. 
1787,  by  the  General  Convention,  held  in  Philadelphia,  for  their  full  and 
free  investigation  and  decision  thereon,  "  agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  the 
said  General  Convention." 

In  consequence  and   by  authority  of  the   aforesaid  act  of  the  General 
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Assembly,  the  freemen  of  Portsmouth,  convened  in  legal  town  meeting  at 
the  house  of  Robert  Fisk,  did  choose  you  their  delegates  to  the  said  State 
Convention,  and  the  present  town  meeting  being  convened  for  the  purpose 
of  more  fully  obtaining  the  sentiments  ot  the  town  on  this  very  interesting 
and  important  business,  although  fully  confiding  in  your  integrity  and  abil- 
ities, but  foreseeing  that  an  error  in  judgment,  at  this  very  critical  time, 
may  be  of  the  utmost  detriment  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  this  State, 
should  the  proposed  Constitution,  thereby,  there  submitted  to  your  decision, 
be  rejected,  an  error,  perhaps,  never  to  be  retrieved,  and  the  consequences 
ensuing  thereon,  essentially  injurious  to  the  dearest  interests  of  the  citizens 
of  this  and  the  other  towns  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Under  the  pressure  of  these  weighty  considerations,  and  with  the  most 
ardent  desire  to  avert  the  evils  which  a  rejection  of  this  Constitution  and 
thereby  our  union  with  the  general  government  would  entail  on  us  and  on 
our  posterity,  we  have  thought  it  necessary,  and  do  hereby  give  you  these 
our  instructions,  as  well  for  our  own  satisfaction  and  to  clear  our  con- 
sciences to  the  world,  as  in  some  measure  to  remove  part  of  the  great  anx- 
iety which  must  necessarily  lay  on  your  minds  while  those  important  and 
momentous  questions  are  in  agitation,  whether  to  adopt  or  reject. 

From  our  own  feelings,  experience  of  the  disadvantages  and  injuries 
attendant  on  a  separation  from  the  common  natural  union,  which  our  lan- 
guishing commerce,  decayed  trade  and  laid  up  vessels,  too  plainly  show,  we 
are  the  more  induced  to  proceed  thus,  as  being  the  only  means  in  our  power 
in  order  to  find  a  remedy  for  these  growing  evils,  and  to  form  a  junction 
with  our  sister  states,  so  as  to  partake  with  them  the  benefits  which  their 
extensive  commerce  and  flourishing  state  evince  to  be  the  consequence  of  a 
well-founded  union,  under  one  fixed  and  permanent  government.  And  we  are 
the  more  strengthened  in  this  opinion,  when  we  see,  it  is  also  the  sense  of 
the  Legislature,  who  have  acknowledged  that  we  sutFer  an  injury  by  our 
separation,  and  that  this  injury  cannot  be  removed,  but  through  an  appli- 
cation to  Congress,  and  by  their  indulgence  to  us,  as  fully  appears  in  the 
preamble  to  the  act  passed  at  the  same  session  for  requesting  that  indulgence 
from  Congress,  by  granting  a  temporary  relief  during  their  good  pleasure, 
which  preamble  is  thus  expressed  : — "  Whereas,  the  operation  of  the  Fede- 
ral government,  according  to  the  existing  laws  of  Congress,  will  prove  greatly 
injurious  to  the  commercial  interests  of  this  State,  unless  a  further  suspen- 
sion can  be  obtained/' 

This  to  us,  is  a  sorrowful  but  true  confession  of  our  real  situation  at  pre- 
sent, and  the  Legislature  being  thus  sensible  of  the  injurious  tendency  of 
this  State's  being  alone,  by  itself,  do  candidly  confess  their  sense  of  it,  and 
like  honest  men,  willing  to  provide  the  most  proper  remedy  that  would  re- 
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move  tliem,  well  knowing,  the  only  effectual  means  to  prevent  such  injuries 
ami  disadvantages  in  future,  was  the  calling  of  a  State  Convention,  in  order 
that  the  proposed  Constitution  might  be  constitutionally  adopted,  that  there- 
by this  State  might  once  more  be  admitted  into  the  general  union  and  ena- 
bled to  share  all  the  benefits  and  advantages  of  the  peace,  along  with  that 
safety  and  prosperity,  which  a  general  government  alone  can  give  to  this 
and  to  the  United  States.  And  that  this  was  the  idea  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  calling  the  Convention  is  very  evident  from  the  subsequent  declara- 
tion in  the  said  recited  act.  The  words  are  these : — "  There  is  every 
reason  to  hope,  that  the  accession  of  this  State  to  the  Federal  Union  will, 
in  a  short  time,  entitle  the  citizens  thereof  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  Federal 
government." 

Similar  motions  and  the  same  necessity  which  induced  the  General  As- 
sembly to  enact  the  above,  now  influence  us  at  this  time,  and  the  principles 
on  which  that  hope  there  expressed,  was  grounded,  actuate  us  to  wish  and 
endeaver  for  its  accomplishment. 

Such  being  the  sense  of  the  freemen  at  this  town  meeting,  and  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  after  mature  deliberation,  they  have  thought  proper  to 
instruct  you. 

Therefore,  you  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  as  speedily  as 
may  be  to  the  said  State  Convention  to  be  held  at  South  Kingstown  afore- 
said, there  and  then  to  use  all  your  influence  and  ability  in  order  to  accom- 
plish the  adoption  of  the  said  Constitution,  and  that,  in  as  short  a  time  as 
the  nature  of  the  business  will  admit,  so  that  the  town  you  represent,  and 
the  State  at  large,  may  no  longer  suffer  the  injuries  mentioned  by  the  Legis- 
lature and  which  we  too  sensibly  feel  the  truth  of,  witness  the  drooping  state 
of  our  seaports  and  the  depreciating  value  of  our  lands.  These  too  evidently 
speak  and  loudly  call  for  redress. 

In  case  an  adjournment  is  proposed,  which  it  is  our  desire  to  prevent,  but 
yet  as  occasions  may  require  which  cannot  be  foreseen  and  for  which  no 
previous  instructions  can  be  framed.  Should  any  thing  turn  up  during 
the  sitting  of  the  Convention  which  may  make  a  short  adjournment  neces- 
sary, if  the  same  appears  so  to  you,  we  then  authorize  you  to  accede  to  the 
same,  provided  said  adjournment  is  not  for  a  longer  term  than  till  the  first 
day  of  April  next,  the  time  when  the  indulgence  granted  by  Congress  ceases. 
If  one  for  a  longer  time  is  proposed,  it  is  your  instructions,  and  we  require 
that  you  do  not  agree  to  the  same,  but  endeavor  to  effect  and  accomplish 
the  business  you  are  sent  upon  as  speedily  as  may  be  and  without  any  ad- 
journment at  all. 

If,  after  coolly  deliberating  upon  said  Constitution,  you  shall  think  it  may 
want  any  amendments,  Further  checks  or  additional  powers  than  is  therein  ex- 
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pressed,  granted,  or  admitted,  that  then,  for  us,  in  our  name  and  on  our 
behalf,  you  are  hereby  ordered  and  authorized  to  endeavor  to  have  the  same 
drawn  up  and  annexed  to  your  ratification,  in  the  same  manner  as  has  been 
done  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  as  pointed  out  and  enjoined  by  the 
recommendation  of  Congress. 

GILES  LAWTON,  Jr.,  Moderator. 

Whereas,  it  appears  that  the  delegates  appointed  to  represent  this  town 
in  the  State  Convention,  having  been  informed  that  it  was  the  determination 
of  the  freemen  of  this  town  to  declare  their  sentiments  respecting  the  adop- 
tion or  rejection  of  the  new  system  of  government  proposed  for  them  to  live 
under,  and  also  of  their  intentions  to  instruct  their  said  delegates  on  the  sub- 
ject, yet  have  withdrawn  themselves. 

Whereupon  it  was  Voted,  That  two  fair  copies  of  our  instructions  be 
made  out  and  certified  by  the  town  clerk,  one  of  which,  together  with  the 
other  procedings  of  this  town  meeting,  is  ordered  to  be  sent  by  some  careful 
man  and  delivered  to  one  of  our  delegates,  and  the  other  delivered  to  the 
President  of  the  State  Convention,  together  with  this  vote,  and  with  a 
request  from  this  town  meeting,  that  the  said  instructions,  &c.,  may  be 
read  in  the  State  Convention,  in  order  that  the  sentiments  of  this  town  may 
be  fully  understood  with  respect  to  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  new  Con- 
stitution. 

Ain>  IT  IS  further  Voted,  That  Samuel  Elam  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  ap- 
pointed to  deliver  our  said  instructions,  &c.,  to  the  delegates  and  President 
of  the  Convention  as  aforesaid. 

GILES  LAWTON,  Jr.,  Moderator. 

No  trace  of  the  origin,  object,  or  members  of  the  Conven- 
tion named  in  the  following  proceedings  can  be  found.  It 
may  be  surmised  that  it  was  not  composed  of  friends  to  the 
Constitution.  It  makes  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  times, 
and  was  intended  to  influence  the  State  Convention  : 

"  At  a  Convention  of  a  number  of  freemen  of  the  several  counties  of  Proyi- 

dence,  Kent  and  Washington,  held  at  East  Greenwich,  on  the  2d  day  of 

February,  A.D.  1790: 

Whereas,  the  present  alarming  crisis  of  our  political  affairs,  calls  loudly 
for  the  immediate  attention  and  exertion  of  the  freemen  of  this  State  : 

It  IS  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is,  hereby  recommended 
to  the  freemen  of  each  town  in  this  vState,  that  at  their  meetings  to  be  held  in 
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their  respective  towns  on  Monday  next,  for  choosing  delegates  to  represent 
them  in  the  general  State  Convention  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  merits 
of  the  new  Constitution  into  consideration,  they  choose  such  men  as  from 
their  known  and  tried  firmness,  and  integrity  and  attachment  to  the  liberty 
and  indefeasible  rights  of  this  people,  Avherein  the  God  of  nature  hath 
blessed  and  made  them  free,  as  will  be  cautious  and  cai'eful  of  bartering 
them  to  the  politics  of  any  poeple  or  nation  on  earth  ;  but  that  they  may 
individually  then  and  there  consult,  in  the  most  scrupulous  manner,  for  the 
general  good  of  this  State,  which  we,  the  members  of  this  Convention  are 
unanimously  determined  without  remission  or  relaxation  in  the  mean  time 
to  pursue. 

Signed  per  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Convention, 

JOHN  MAWNEY,  Secretary. 

Until  quite  recently  it  was  not  generally  known  that  there 
existed  any  record  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
showing  that  such  a  Convention  had  ever  been  held.  There 
did  not  exist  in  that  office  any  direct  proof  that  this  State 
had  ever  adopted  the  Constitution,  although  the  fact  was  a 
necessary  inference,  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Assembly 
there  recorded. 

During  the  year  1863,  the  Hon.  Wilkins  Updike,  of 
South  Kingstown,  deposited  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  some 
papers  and  documents,  and  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of 
that  Convention,  which  had  been  preserved  by  his  brother, 
the  Hon.  Daniel  Updike,  who  was  its  Secretary.  We  pro- 
pose to  embody  all  these  that  can  be  deciphered,  appending 
to  them  such  other  information,  on  the  subjects  alluded  to, 
as  could  be  gathered  from  other  sources.  The  Journal  of 
Proceedings  commences  as  follows  :  — 

At  a  Convention  of  Delegates,  begun  and  holden  at  South  Kingstown, 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  on  the  first  Monday  in  March,  1790,  pursu- 
ant to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  at  their  session  in  January, 
1790,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  and  deciding  on  the  new  Constitu- 
tion, proposed  for  the  United  States  : 
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Present. 


NEWPORT. 

George  Hazard,  Esq. 
Henry  Marchant,  Esq. 
George  Champlin,  Esq. 
Peleg  Clarke,  Esq. 
Mr,  William  Tripp, 
George  Sears,  Esq. 

PROVIDENCE. 

Jabez  Bo  wen,  Esq. 
Benjamin  Bourn,  Esq. 
Col.  William  Barton, 
John  I.  Clark,  Esq. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Mr.  Burrington  Anthony, 
Mr.  Job  Durfee, 
Mr.  Giles  Slocum, 
Mr.  Peter  Barker. 

WARWICK. 

Thomas  Rice,  Esq. 

Mr.  Gideon  Arnold, 

Mr.  Benjamin  Arnold,  Jr. 

Mr.  Christopher  Greene,  Jr. 

WESTERLY. 

Mr.  Walter  White, 
Mr.  George  Stillman. 

NORTH  KINGSTOWN. 

William  Congdon,  Esq. 
Bowen  Card,  Esq. 

SOUTH  KINGSTOWN. 

Samuel  J.  Potter,  Esq. 
Jonathan  J.  Hazard,  Esq. 

EAST    GREENWICH. 

Mr.  PardoQ  Mawney, 
Job  Comstock,  Esq. 

JAMESTOWTT. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Remington, 
Mr.  Nicholas  Carr. 

NEW    SHOREHAM. 

Capt.  Edward  Hull, 
Col.  Ray  Sands. 


SMITHFIELD. 

John  Sayles,  Esq. 
Andrew  Waterman,  Esq. 

SCITUATE. 

Capt.  James  Aldrich, 
Mr.  Nathan  Bates. 

GLOCESTER. 

Hon.  Daniel  Owen, 
Stephen  Steere,  Esq. 

CHARLESTOWN. 

TTiomas  Hoxsie,  Esq. 
Joseph  Stanton,  Jr.,  Esq. 

WEST  GREENWICH. 

Mr.  William  Matteson, 
William  Nichols,  Esq. 

COVENTRY. 

Benjamin  Arnold,  Esq. 
Lieut.  Job  Greene. 

EXETER. 

Mr.  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Capt.  Job  Willcox. 

MIDDLETOWN. 

John  Barker,  Esq. 

Mr.  William  Peckham,  Jr. 

BRISTOL. 

William  Bradford,  Esq. 
Shearjashub  Bourn,  Esq. 

TIVERTON. 

Mr.  Israel  Manchester, 
Mr.  Abraham  Barker. 

LITTLE  COMPTON.. 

Capt.  William  Ladd, 
Capt.  John  Davis. 

WARREN. 

Nathan  Miller,  Esq. 
Mr.  Samuel  Pearce. 

CUMBERLAND. 

John  S.  Dexter,  Esq. 
Levi  Ballou,  Esq. 
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RICHMOND.  JOHNSTON. 

James  Sheldon,  Esq.  Noah  Mathewson,  Esq. 

Mr.  Thomas  James.  Mr.  William  B.  King. 

CRANSTON.  NORTH  PROVIDENCE. 

Peter  Stone,  Esq.  Elisha  Brown,  Esq. 

Jonathan  Sprague,  Jr.,  Esq.  Mr.  Ezek  Esten. 

HOPKINTON.  HARRINGTON. 

Mr.  John  Brown,  Col.  Thomas  Allen, 

Col.  Jesse  Maxson.  Samuel  Allen,  Esq. 

FOSTER. 

Capt.  William  Howard,  John  Williams,  Esq. 

The  Hon.  Daniel  Owen,  Esq.,  was  elected  President,  and  D.  Updike, 
Secretary. 

Vote  of  this  House  appointing  Mr.  Henry  Marchant,  Mr.  Andrew  Wa- 
terman, Mr.  Jonathan  J.  Hazard,  Mr.  Job  Comstock  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Allen,  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  Rules  and  Orders  for  the  govern- 
ment of  this  Convention. 

Voted  to  adjourn  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  9  o'clock. 

Tuesday  morning  at  9  o'clock,  House  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Mr.  Marchant,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  Rules 
and  Orders  for  this  Convention,  reported  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

Rules  and  Orders  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  held 
at  South  Kingstown,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  on  the  first  Monday  of 
March,  A.  D.  1790,  agreeable  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  their 
session  in  January  last,  for  taking  into  consideration  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  of  America  and  deciding  thereon  ; 

1.  Every  member  shall  give  his  attendance  at  the  times  at  which  said 
Convention  shall  be  adjourned,  and  shall  not  absent  himself  without  leave 
of  the  President. 

2.  Any  member  when  called  shall  answer  in  his  place. 

3.  A  member  desiring  to  speak,  shall  arise  in  his  place  and  first  address 
himself  to  the  President  for  leave  to  speak. 

4.  No  member  shall  interrupt  another  member  while  speaking,  unless 
it  be  to  call  the  member  to  order  ;  in  which  case,  the  question  of  order  shall 
be  first  determined  by  the  President,  or  by  the  House,  if  insisted  on  by  two 
members. 

5.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  in  a  debate  previous  to  any 
other  member  who  shall  be  desirous  to  speak,  and  who  has  not  before 
spoken  twice. 

6.  When  a  question  shall  have  been  properly  moved  and  seconded  upon 
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the  close  of  a  debate  thereon,  such  question  shall  be  put  by  the  President 
in  such  words  as  shall  properly  convey  the  meaning  of  the  motion  ;  the 
above,  however,  not  to  include  the  previous  question. 

The  above  rules  and  orders  were  reported  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  upon  their  being  read  in  Convention,  the  following  addition  was 
made  to  the  sixth  article,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Comstock,  viz.  : 

Especially,  if  any  motion  be  made  during  the  arguments  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution,  or  for  an  adjournment  of  this  Convention,  the 
same  shall  be  determined  before  the  grand  question  for  the  adoption  or  re- 
jection of  the  Constitution  shall  take  place  in  this  Convention. 

Voted,  ordering  the  Rules  and  Orders,  as  agreed  by  the  house,  with  the 
amendment,  to  be  engrossed. 

Voted,  appointing  Mr.  Nathan  Bates  and  Col.  "William  Barton,  moni- 
tors.* 

Voted,  this  House  adjourn  to  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

Three  o'clock  P.  M.  the  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  resolution  of  Congress,  and 
those  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  respecting  the  same,  being  read,  the 
Convention  proceeded  to  consider  generally,  the  proposed  Federal  Constitu- 
ation. 

The  House  adjourn  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

The  House  met  March  3d,  according  to  adjournment.  Present  as  yes- 
terday. 

Col.  Sayies  motioned  for  a  committee  to  frame  a  bill  of  rights  and  amend- 
ments, and  adjourn  to  a  future  day.     To  lie  on  the  table. 

(On  a  loose  paper  returned  with  these  minutes,  was  the  following,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  motion  of  Col,  Sayies,  here  referred  to  : — Moved  by  John 
Sayies  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  form  a  bill  of  rights  and  pre- 
pare amendments  to  the  proposed  Constitution,  formed  by  the  Convention 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  17th  day  of  September,  1787,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  report  to  the  Convention,  and  that  this  Con- 
vention do  adjourn  to  a  future  day.  JOHN  SAYLES. 

Seconded  by  Andrew  Waterman.) 

*The  office  of  Monitor,  in  legislative  assemblies,  has  fallen  into  disuse.  In  the 
early  proceedings  of  our  General  Assemby  it  was  an  office  lield  by  prominent  mem- 
bers, and  their  duty  was  to  see  order  preserved,  and  that  the  attention  of  members  was 
not  distracted  from  the  business  before  them.  They  reported  to  the  Speaker  or  Pres- 
ident the  names  of  all  members  seen  reading  papers,  conversing  with  one  another, 
or  inattentive  to  the  business  before  the  meeting.  The  office  is  now  banished  to 
schools  of  lower  grade.  Other  schools  and  assemblies  have  outgrown  the  need 
of  it. 
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The  Convention  proceded  to  consider,  by  paragraphs,  the  proposed  Fed- 
eral Constitution. 

House  adjourns  to  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

(There  came  also,  with  the  foregoing  Minutes  to  the  Secretary's  office,  a 
small  paper  book,  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Daniel  Updike,  headed  "Min- 
utes," which  appears  to  contain  minutes  of  the  arguments  used  by  the  mem- 
bers in  this  discussion.  The  hand-writing  was  never  very  plain,  and  time 
has  rendered  it  less  so  ;  and  besides  that,  there  are  many  abbreviations  of 
sentences  as  well  as  words.  Probably,  the  author  of  them,  before  the  Min- 
utes were  cold,  could  have  made  from  them  and  his  recollection  combined, 
something  like  a  fair  report  of  the  arguments.  The  circumstances  afore 
alluded  to  will  hinder  all  men  from  doing  so  now.  As  much  as  can  be  sat- 
isfactorily deciphered  will  be  given.) 

March  3d,  the  Constitution  being  read  by  paragraphs,  the  member  from 
South  Kingstown  objected  to  section  2,  article  1.  Argued  by  Mr.  Champ- 
lin,  Mr.  Bowen  and  Bourn  and  Mr.  Marchant. 

General  Miller  said,  no  part  objectionable,  and  that  no  subterfuge  for  the 
people  of  this  State,  but  adoption  of  Constitution. 

Mr.  George  Hazard.  I  shall  be  confined  to  the  section  1.  I  draw  my 
conclusions  not  for  myself,  but  for  my  countrymen,  that  is,  the  landholders, 
of  whom  I  am  one,  and  unless  time  be  allowed.  The  adoption  of  five  per 
cent,  would  have  extricated  us  from  this  difficulty. 

Mr.  Congdon.  Present  mode  of  taxing  by  numbers  unequal  as  between 
towns.  Jamestown  and  West  Greenwich,  great  inequality  of  taxed  by  num- 
bers. 

General  Miller  reverses  the  argument  and  says,  we  are  advantaged  by 
the  mode  accordingly. 

Mr.  Bowen  says,  they  have  not  pointed  out  the  disadvantages  of  taxing 
by  numbers.  Arguments  respecting  the  Convention  of  1787,  and  that  this 
mode  not  objected  to  there.  Why  have  not  other  states  made  objections? 
And  that  the  northern  states  advantaged,  and  that  it  operates  injuriously  to 
the  southern  states  and  much  in  favor  of  the  northern  states.  Willing  to 
propose  the  amendment. 

Mr.  E.  Brown  moves  to  put  the  question  after  that  paragraph,  or  not. 
Mentioned  the  proceedings  of  the  late  estimate. 

Mr.  Champlin.  The  gentleman's  arguments  are  directly  against  him, 
and  suggests  that  the  estimate  referred  to  was  erroneous,  and  that  all  the 
towns  were  there  overtaxed. 

The  second  sectioa  being  objected  to,  and  argued  largely  on  both  sides, 
agreed  to  lie  ;  and  proceed  to  the  third,  which  was  not  objected  to.  The 
fourth  being  read,  was  thought  objectionable  by  Mr.  Sayles. 
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Mr.  Marchant  opposes  amendment. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Hazard.  Here  Congress  has  a  right  to  alter  the  place  of 
choosing  representatives,  but  not  of  choosing  senators. 

Mr.  Bourn.  That  is  the  most  estimable  part  of  the  Constitution,  and  haS 
been  considered  as  such  in  other  states,  and  that  Congress  will  not  attempt  to 
alter,  unless  in  time  of  invasion. 

House  then  proceeds  to  the  fifth  article,  which  was  excepted  to  Mr.  Shel- 
don, as  to  the  time  of  publishing  their  journals,  the  time  not  being  limited, 
desires  the  time  might  be  fixed  in  the  amendments. 

Sixth  section  being  then  read,  Mr.  Jonathan  Hazard  proposed  that  there 
should  be  persons  chosen  from  each  state  to  assess  the  sums  due  as  compen- 
sation— due  members  for  services. 

Seventh  section  being  read.  General  Stanton  objected  to  the  same,  as  vest- 
ing too  much  power  in  the  President,  the  best  of  men. 

Mr.  Marchant  said  that  it  was  the  wisdom  of  legislation  to  vest  the  powers 
of  government  in  equal  branches,  as  British  Constitution,  which  is  subject 
to  corruption.  This  provides  against  it ;  and  went  into  the  nature  of  the 
British  government,  and  then  states  the  propriety  of  the  article  as  beautiful 
and  beneficial,  &c.,  as  well  as  counterpoised. 

Mr.  Bourne.  That  the  President  is  one  of  the  people  and  amenable  to 
them  ;  and  this  clause  similar  to  the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts. 

Dr.  Bradford.  That  it  is  the  greatest  check  on  the  disagreement  of  north- 
ern and  southern  members. 

General  Stanton.  That  he  might  be  curtailed  of  this  great  power.  Can- 
not see  much  beauty  in  this  clause,  and  that  some  have  been  accustomed  to 
royal  governments  and  hanker  after  it. 

Mr.  Marchant     That  a  person  chosen  by  all   the  states,  a  happy  check 
upon  all,  &c.,  an  excellency  in  the  Constitution,  and  not  to  be  blotted  out. 
House  adjourns  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  House  met,  according  to  adjournment,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  Constitution,  as  in  the  forenoon. 
Section  8th  being  read  and  not  objected  to. 

Section  9th  was  read  and  objected  to,  by  General  Stanton,  that  all 
mankind  are  alike  free,  &c. 

Mr.  Bourn,  was  sure  the  paragraph  was  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the 
Constitution,  &c. 

Mr.  Comstock.  If  so  they  be  admitted  to  import  slaves  for  twenty 
years,  there  will  be  never  an  end  of  it.  Former  Congress  said,  they  never 
would  importe  slaves.  The  importing  of  slaves,  wicked  and  iniquitous. 
We  have  lost  sight  of  virtue,  &c.  No  man  has  the  front  to  oppose  the 
amendment. 
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Mr.  Jonathan  Hazard.  Wished  for  amendments  beneficial  to  this  wState. 
The  southern  states,  answerable  for  their  conduct.  Southern  states  can 
regulate  their  affairs,  and  we  are  not  interested  on  the  one  hand  or  bene- 
fited on  the  other,  therefore,  wish  to  let  this  section  rest.  Each  State  can, 
in  that  particular,  enact  for  themselves,  and  best  not  to  move  for  amend- 
ments that  do  not  particularly  concern  us. 

Mr.  Comstock.  "We  must  give  up  a  part  of  our  natural  lights.  Why 
should  not  the  southern  states  do  the  same  ?  It  becomes  us  to  guard 
against  wicked  practices.  Best  for  us  to  offer  our  sentiments  to  Congress, 
for  it  is  certainly  an  iniquitous  practice,  and  the  new  Constitution  in  this, 
very  remiss,  a  national  reproach,  &c.  And  the  amendment  ought  to  be 
made. 

Mr.  Champlin.  Convention  had  in  view  the  abolition  of  slavery,  but  it 
could  not  be  supposed  the  property  in  the  southern  states,  consisting  in 
slaves,  could  be  given  up.  Congress  can,  however,  take  it  away  in  future 
time,  and  can  continue  it  longer  or  abolish  it.  The  gentlemen  at  the  south- 
ward have  their  views  as  well  as  we.  The  Constitution  does  not  prevent 
importing  of  slaves  here,  but  we  have  done  it  ourselves,  and  are  justified 
in  stopping  here,  and  best  to  pass  the  section  over. 

Col.  Barton.  We  say.  Sir,  we  are  all  embarked  on  board  one  ship, — the 
ship  of  liberty.  I  contend.  Sir,  that  the  right  of  every  person  (apt  to 
make  use  of  words  very  improper)  be  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
resolution  of  Congress,  then  contending  with  a  powerful  enemy,  and  would 
let  no  vessel  go  on  such  business.  Sorry  to  countenance  a  trade  to  enslave 
our  fellow  creatures.  Can  a  single  person  here  justify  this  trade,  &c.  Do- 
ing to  all  men  as  we  wish  to  be  done  to,  the  grand  question.  Says,  if  we 
unite  on  board  this  Constitution,  ship  of  liberty,  as  I  love  the  cause  of  my 
country,  with  this  Constitution   to   show   their  disapproval  of  that  trade. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Hazard.  We  shall  have  the  same  right  to  abolish  slavery 
after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  as  we  have  now,  and  cannot  stab  the 
southern  states  as  by  this  amendment.  Strip  the  southern  states  of  their 
slaves  and  we  disable  them  to  pay  their  quotas.  We  are  clear  of  it.  Let 
southern  states  act  for  themselves.  We  shall  have  need  of  assistance,  to 
have  our  amendments  acceded  to.  Would  not  move  for  amendments  that 
cannot  be.  There  is  a  set  of  men  who  contend  for  the  same  amendments,  as 
I  do.  We  are  going  to  unslave  the  blacks  and  enslave  the  whites.  Have  been 
deceived  by  those  gentlemen  of  the  abolition  society.  Leave  the  southern 
states  to  act  for  themselves.  Must  say,  I  consider  every  order  of  men  of 
the  same  family.  Injure  one,  you  hurt  all.  Attend  to  that  only  by  which 
we  can  be  benefited. 

George  Hazard.     That  set  of  men  who  made  the  Constitution,  drew 
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many  things  into  consideration.  We  have  held  up  our  sentiments  reypect- 
ing  that  trade.  Has  there  ever  been,  since  that  time,  a  slave  imported  into 
our  State.     That  body  acted  on  general  principles.     *  *         *  * 

They  have  taken  a  long  time  and  we  may  take  our  own  time.  Congress 
said  they  will  satisfy  the  persons  of  the  aboliticm  society,  by  saying  they 
would  act  on  it  at  a  future  time. 

General  Stanton.  Reads  preamble — Why  should  not  we  extend  liberty 
to  the  African.     There  shall  not  be  any  alteration  made  till  1808. 

General  Miller.  I  have  the  Word  of  God  in  my  house,  and  it  contains 
nothing  against  slavery.  They  are  God's  creation,  so  are  the  French.  But 
let  us  take  care  of  ourselves.  If  I  must  believe  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  I  must  look  like  him  next.  Is  the  matter  any  injurious  to  this  State. 
We  had  better  let  the  matter  alone. 

Mr.  Marchant.  The  gentleman  has  found  out  that  this  article  has 
expressly  proved,  that  that  article  shall  not  affect  the  past,  and  for  the  arti- 
cle, &c.  Impossible  to  comply  with  the  gentlemen,  unles  we  destroy  the 
Constitution,  &c.  Let  me  say,  that  I  could  wish  I  could  see  as  much  gen- 
erosity here,  as  was  shown  in  other  states,  where  they  have  agreed  to  give 
one  half  of  their  property  to  the  air,  we  could  not  compel  them  to  give  up 
one  slave.  But  they  have  made  liberal  concessions  in  those  states  to  the 
southward. 

Mr.  Comstock.  I  wish  not  to  say  much  to  the  amendments,  as  com- 
mittee must  take  up  the  matter  fully.  The  fifth  article  liable  to  amendment. 
I  thought  every  part  of  the  Constitution  liable  to  amendment.  It  will  re- 
dound to  the  shame  and  disgrace  of  the  committee  if  they  do  not  amend  it, 
&c.  Hope  the  committee  will  not  pass  it  over.  I  hope  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia will  deem  it  best  to  give  up  part  of  their  privileges,  if  we  do  a  part  of 
ours.  Have  not  we  some  share  of  character,  as  well  as  Virginia?  I  have 
an  opinion  of  my  own  and  just  drop  these  hints,  and  hope  the  committee 
will  amend. 

Elisha  Brown.  The  southern  states  have  made  no  laws  against  import- 
ing slaves,  which  frustrates  all  our  laws.  Wish  the  committee  to  take  up 
the  matter  and  stop  it  for  the  future,  but  not  to  destroy  the  slaves  now 
there. 

Col.  Barton.  I  have  not  heard  any  argument  about  the  right  or  wrong 
of  it.  I  wish  the  matter  might  be  heard  in  a  serious  manner,  &c.  I  think 
General  Miller  quotes  scripture.  I  have  read  scripture  as  well  as  he.  The 
scriptures  do  not  justify  slavery.  A  jubilee  year,  when  every  slave  was  to  be 
set  free  ;  and  his  ears  nailed  to  the  post  of  the  door.  That  gentleman  is  as 
cunning  as  a  fox  ;  if  my  crafty  friend  would  read  the  New  Testament  where 
we  are  taught  to  do  as  you  would  be  done  by.    I  will  not  trouble  the  house. 
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The  committee  will  take  up  this  matter,  and  we  shall  wash  our  garments 
clean. 

General  Miller.  I  am  sorry  the  gentleman  will  not  read  Leviticus,  where 
if  I  buy  a  slave  of  the  heathen,  I  have  a  right  to  keep  him. 

George  Hazard.  Whenever  any  section  is  introduced,  we  should  offer 
our  arguments  with  decency ;  thinks  he  has  been  in  order,  &c.  Should 
their  real  estates  be  stripped  of  their  slaves  at  the  southward,  it  would 
break  up  that  happiness  that  would  arise  from  our  Union.  I  have  an  open 
heart  and  free  will  to  believe  others  act  on  good  principles  as  I  do.  Most 
good  done  while  we  act  with  propriety. 

Dr.  Bradford.  Congress  have  said  they  will  not  alter  the  laws  respect- 
ing slavery  until  the  year  1808. 

Jonathan  Hazard.  Have  no  interest  in  the  matter,  ****** 
this  State,  those  that  follow  will  arrange  it ;  but  we  wish  for  amendments, 
therefore,  I  would  not  wish  to  ask  for  amendments  which  will  make  ene- 
mies to  our  own  proposals.  All  the  states  southward  of  Pennsylvania  will 
oppose  our  motions  and  other  requests. 

Col.  Barton  objects  to  capitation  or  poll  tax.  Many  people  in  Newport, 
who  have  not  any  lands,  will  pay  a  grievious  tax  on  common  people.  Would 
have  it  recommended  that  Congress  shall  not  have  the  power  of  laying  poll 
tax,  and  that  committee  take  it  up  accordingly. 

General  Stanton  agrees  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Marchant.  I  do  not  understand  what  the  gentleman  means.  No 
poll  tax  is  mentioned  in  said  section. 

Jonathan  Hazard.  This  is  the  apportionment  of  taxes  in  sevei'al  states. 
This  is  my  conception  of  it. 

General  Stanton.  Congress  are  not  obliged  to  lay  poll  tax,  but  they  can 
doit. 

General  Miller.  This  clause  puts  it  out  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  take 
any  advantage  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Marchant.  Whenever  there  is  a  direct  tax,  we  only  apportion  our 
part  of  it.  That  the  State  shall  not  lay  any  assessment  but  as  has  been 
before  mentioned  in  article  on  taxation.  Congress  not  going  to  assess  any 
tax  ;  that  is  left  with  the  several  states. 

General  Miller.  Congress  is  not  going  to  make  a  capitation  tax  at  any 
time. 

Col.  Barton.  If  I  am  mistaken  I  am  happy  ;  but  I  understand  that  they 
may  lay  any  one  of  the  taxes  on  the  people,  and  I  would  guard  against  it. 

General  Stanton.  This  is  one  of  the  obscure  parts  of  this  Constitution. 
K  direct  tax  is  laid,  shall  be  according  to  census  aforesaid,  and  capitation 
also. 
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Mr.  Bourn.  The  clause  mentioned,  is  a  restrictive  clause  ;  but  in  the 
general  clause  respecting  laying  taxes,  &c.,  there  stated,  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  Marchant.     I  am  averse  to  such  a  tax,  if  meant. 

House  adjourns  to  to-morrow  morning,  at  9  o'clock. 

Thursday,  March  4th.     The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Steere  moved  for  a  committee  to  make  amendments  to  Constitution, 
and  that  it  would  expedite  the  affair, seconded. 

Mr.  Bourn.     It  would  not  expedite  the  business. 

Elisha  Brown.     Willing  to  postpone  the  appointement  till  noon. 

Mr.  Hszard.  It  will  take  up  time  to  enter  upon  the  appointment  of  com- 
mittee now,  I  move  to  read  and  proceed  upon  the  next  article. 

Mr.  Congdon.  If  we  put  through  the  bill  this  forenoon,  I  agree,  it  will 
be  forwarding  the  business. 

The  Constitution  being  then  read  as  far  as  the  5th  article,  without  ob- 
jection. 

Col.  Barton.  This  5th  article  ought  to  be  wrote  in  letters  of  gold — the 
corner  stone  of  the  grand  fabric — here  are  opportunities  for  pointed  amend- 
ments. 

General  Miller  called  him  to  order. 

Col.  Barton.     I  am  in  order,  and  appeal  to  the  President. 

President.     You  are  in  order — am  willing  to  hear. 

Col.  Barton.     I  want  to  hear  on  the  bright  side  of  the  question. 

Jonathan  Hazard.  I  should  have  slept  away  the  opportunity,  if  he  had 
not  ment'oned  it.  We  are  few  and  poor,  and  weigh  light  in  the  balance. 
The  old  Constitution  not  to  be  altered  without  our  consent.  This  Consti- 
tution in  favor  of  opulent  states. 

General  Stanton.     We  cannot  expect  a  constitution  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bourn.  The  last  clause  in  the  article,  a  great  benefit  to  this  State. 
We  have  there  an  equal  voice  in  choosing  the  officers  of  the  Union.  Can 
the  gentlemen  possibly  object  to  this,  a  great  security  to  this  State.  The 
facility  by  which  amendments  can  be  obtained  by  this  article,  an  excellence 
in  the  Constitution,  and  in  those  amendments  we  have  an  equal  voice  with 
the  greatest  states.     Thinks  it  a  beauty  in  the  Constitution. 

The  Constitution  being  read  through,  the  amendments  were  read  from 
Congress.  Article  2d  objected  to,  by  Mr.  Sheldon.  Congress  has  no  right 
to  alter  religious  establishment,  nor  even  our  own  State. 

Bourn.  Perfectly  safe,  no  danger  of  our  establishing  any  mode  of  reli- 
gion. We  have  ever  refused  the  accepting  of  a  chaplain.  If  an  establish- 
ment might  take  place  in  other  states,  an  advantage  to  us. 

Here  ends  what  is  preserved  of  the  original  minutes,  made 
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at  the  meeting  at  South  Kingstown.     The  journal  of  the 
Secretary  reads  as  follows  : — 

Thursday,  March  4th,  the  House  met  according  to  adjournment.  The 
Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  proposed 
Constitution,  section  by  section,  and  having  gone  through  the  same,  and 
the  amendments  of  the  several  states  being  read, 

On  motion  of  Dr.  William  Bradford,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
draft  amendments  to  be  proposed  to  the  new  Federal  Constitution. 

Voted  for  the  county  of  Newport,  Col.  Ray  Sands  and  Mr.  Joshua 
Barker  ;  Providence  County,  Stephen  Steere,  Esq.  and  John  Sayles,  Esq.  ;  for 
the  county  of  Washington,  Jonathan  J.  Hazard,  Esq.  and  James  Sheldon, 
Esq. ;  Bristol,  Mr.  Thomas  Allen  and  Mr.  Samuel  Pearce  ;  Kent,  Mr. 
Pardon  Mawney  and  Mr.  Gideon  Arnold,  and  that  they  be  assisted  by  the 
secretary,  and  that  they  proceed  accordingly. 

Friday,  March  5,  1790,  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment.  Present,  the  President  and 
all  the  members,  heretofore  present. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  being  read,  which  consisted  of  "  A  Bill  of 
Rights,"  and  a  number  of  "  Articles  in  Amendment  to  the  proposed  Con- 
stitution." The  said  amendments  were  take  up  and  debated  bj-^the  House, 
paragraph  by  paragraph. 

House  then  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  following,  copied  from  a  paper  returned  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State^  by  Mr.  Updike,  is  probably  the  report  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights  referred  to.  It  has  neither  signatures  nor  date. 
The  hand  writing  is  not  recognized,  the  words  in  brackets  are 
in  a  hand  writing  different  from  that  of  the  body  of  the  paper. 
There  are  no  minutes  of  the  debate  that  followed  the  report 
of  this  committee  : — 

We,  the  subscribers,  being  the  committee  appointed  to  report  the  amend- 
ments necessary  to  the  proposed  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, do  report : 

That,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  there  be  a 
Declaration,  or  Bill  of  Rights,  asserting  and  securing  from  encroachments 
the  essential  and  inalienable  rights  of  the  people  of  this  State. 

1.  That  there  are  certain  and  natural  rights,  of  which  men,  when  they 
form  a  social  compact,  cannot  deprive  or  divest  their  posterity  ;  among 
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which,  are,  the  enjoyment  of  life  and  liberty,  with  the  means  of  acquiring, 
possessing  and  protecting  property,  and  pursuing  and  obtaining  happiness 
and  safety. 

2.  That  all  power  is  naturally  vested  in  and  consequently  derived  from 
the  people  ;  that  magistrates,  therefore,  are  their  trustees  and  agents,  and 
at  all  times  amenable  to  them. 

3.  That  the  powers  of  government  may  be  reassumed  by  the  people, 
whensoever  it  shall  become  necessary  to  their  happiness  ;  [that  the  rights 
of  the  states  respectively  to  appoint  the  state  officers,  and]  every  [other] 
power,  jurisdiction  and  right,  which  is  not,  by  the  said  Constitution,  clearly 
delegated  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  departments  of  gov- 
ernment thereof,  remain  to  the  people  of  the  several  states,  or  their  respec- 
tive state  governments  to  whom  they  may  have  granted  the  same  ;  and  that 
those  clauses  in  the  said  Constitution  that  declare  that  Congress  shall  not 
have  or  exercise  certain  powers,  do  not  imply  that  Congress  is  entitled  to 
any  powers  not  given  by  the  said  Constitution  ;  but  such  clauses  are  to  be 
construed  either  as  exceptions  to  certain  specified  powers,  or  as  inserted 
merely  for  greater  caution. 

4.  That  religion,  or  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  our  Creator,  and 
the  manner  of  discharging  it,  can  be  directed  only  by  reason  and  con- 
viction, not  by  force  or  violence  ;  and  therefore,  all  men  have  an  equal, 
natural  and  inalienable  right  to  the  free  exercise  of  religion,  according  to 
the  dictates  of  conscience  ;  and  that  no  particular  religions  sect  or  society 
ought  to  bo  favored  or  established  by  law,  in  preference  to  others. 

5.  That  the  legislative,  executive  and  judiciary  powers  of  government, 
should  be  separate  and  distinct ;  and  that  the  members  of  the  two  first  may 
be  restrained  from  oppression  by  feeling  and  participating  the  public  bur- 
dens ;  they  should,  at  fixed  periods,  be  reduced  to  a  private  station,  return 
into  the  mass  of  the  people,  and  the  vacancies  be  supplied  by  certain  and 
regular  elections,  in  which  all,  or  any  part  of  the  former  members  to  be 
eligible  or  ineligible,  as  the  rules  of  the  constitution  of  government  and  the 
laws  shall  direct. 

6.  That  elections  of  representatives  in  the  Legislature,  ought  to  be  free 
and  frequent,  and  all  men  having  sufficient  evidence  of  permanent,  common 
interest  with  and  attachment  to  the  community,  ought  to  have  the  right  of 
suffrage  ;  and  no  aid,  charge,  tax,  or  fee,  can  be  set,  rated,  or  levied  upon 
the  people  without  their  own  consent,  or  that  of  their  representatives  so 
elected,  nor  can  they  be  bound  by  any  law,  to  which  they  have  not  in  like 
manner  assented  for  the  public  good. 

7.  That  all  power  of  suspending  laws  or  the  execution  of  laws,  by  any 
authority  without  the  consent  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  the  leg 
islature,  is  injurious  to  their  rights  and  ought  not  to  be  exercised. 
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8.  That  in  all  crimiual  and  capital  prosecutions,  a  man  hath  a  right  to 
demand  the  cause  and  nature  of  his  accusation,  to  be  confronted  with  the 
accusers  and  witnesses,  to  call  for  evidence  and  be  allowed  counsel  in  his 
favor,  and  to  a  fair  and  speedy  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  his  vicinage, 
without  whose  unanimous  consent  be  cannot  be  fouudg  uilty,  except  in  the 
government  of  the  land  and  naval  forces,  nor  can  he  be  compelled  to  give 
evidence  against  himself. 

9.  That  no  freeman  ought  to  be  taken,  imprisoned,  or  disseized  of  his 
freehold  liberties,  privileges,  or  franchises,  or  outlawed  or  exiled,  or  in  any 
manner  destroyed  or  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  property,  but  by  the  trial 
by  jury,  or  by  the  laws  of  the  land. 

10.  That  every  freeman  restrained  of  his  liberty  is  entitled  to  a  remedy, 
to  inquire  into  the  lawfulness  thereof,  and  to  remove  the  same  if  unlawful ; 
and  that  such  remedy  ought  not  to  be  denied  or  delayed. 

11.  That  in  controversies  respecting  property,  and  in  all  suits  between 
man  and  man,  the  ancient  trial  by  jury  [as  hath  been  exercised  by  us  and 
our  ancestors  from  the  time  whereof  the  memory  of  man  is  not  to  the  con- 
trary,] is  one  of  the  greatest  securities  to  the  rights  of  the  people  and  ought 
to  remain  sacred  and  inviolate. 

12.  That  every  freeman  ought  to  obtain  right  and  justice  freely  and 
without  sale  ;  completely,  and  without  denial ;  promptly,  and  without  delay  ; 
and  that  all  establishments  and  regulations  contravening  these  rights  are 
oppressive  and  unjust. 

13.  That  excessive  bail  ought  not  to  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines 
imposed,  nor  cruel  nor  unusual  punishments  inflicted. 

14.  That  every  person  has  a  right  to  be  secure  from  all  unreasonable 
searches  and  seizures,  of  his  person,  his  papers,  or  his  property  ;  and  there- 
fore, that  all  warrants  to  search  suspected  places,  or  seize  any  person,  his 
papers,  or  his  property  without  information  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  of  suf- 
ficient cause,  are  grievous  and  oppressive  ;  and  that  all  general  warrants  or 
such,  in  which  the  place  or  person  suspected  is  not  particularly  designated, 
are  dangerous  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

15.  That  the  people  have  a  right  peaceably  to  assemble  together  to  con- 
sult for  their  common  good,  or  to  instruct  their  representatives ;  and  that 
every  person  has  a  right  to  petition  or  appeal  to  the  Legislature  for  redress 
of  grievances. 

16.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  the  freedom  of  speech,  and  of  writ- 
ing and  publishing  their  sentiments  ;  that  freedom  of  the  press  is  one  of  the 
greatest  bulwarks  of  liberty,  and  ought  not  to  be  violated. 

17.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  keep  and  bear  arms  ;  that  a  well- 
regulated  militia,  including  the  body  of  the  people  capable  of  hearing  arms, 
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is  the  proper,  natural  and  self-defence  of  the  State  ;  that  the  militia  shall 
not  be  subject  to  martial  law,  except  in  time  of  war,  rebellion,  or  insurrec- 
tion ;  that  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace,  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and 
ought  not  to  be  kept  up,  except  in  cases  of  necessity,  and  that  at  all  times, 
the  militia  should  be  under  strict  subordination  to  the  civil  powers  ;  that  in 
time  of  peace  no  soldier  ought  to  be  quartered  in  any  house  without  the 
consent  of  the  owner,  and  in  time  of  war,  only  by  the  civil  magistrate,  in 
such  manner  as  the  law  directs. 

18.  That  any  person  religiously  scrupulous  of  bearing  arms,  ought  to 
be  exempted  upon  the  payment  of  an  equivalent,  to  employ  others  to  bear 
arms  in  his  stead. 

x\nother  paper  was  also  returned,  in  a  hand  writing  differ- 
ing from  the  foregoing,  in  the  follomng  form ;  like  that,  it 
has  no  signature,  or  date. 

Amendments  to  be  proposed  to  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Article  First.  The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  each  state,  its  sove- 
reignty, freedom  and  independence,  and  every  power,  jurisdiction  and  right, 
which  is  not  by  this  Constitution  expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States. 

Second.  There  shall  be  one  representative  for  every  thirty  thousand 
free  inhabitants,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
excluding  all  slaves  and  Indians,  until  the  whole  number  of  representatives 
amount  to  two  hundred,  after  which,  that  number  shall  be  continued  or  in- 
creased as  Congress  shall  direct,  .but  shall  not  be  diminished. 

This  second  article  was  erased  and  obliterated,  and  the 
"  articles"  subsequent  are  numbered  as  though  this  had  not 
been  inserted, 

Second.  That  Congress  shall  not  alter,  modify,  or  interfere  in  the  times, 
places,  or  manner  of  holding  elections  for  senntors  and  representatives,  or 
either  of  them,  except  when  the  legislature  of  any  state,  shall  neglect,  re- 
fuse, or  be  disabled  by  invasion  or  rebellion,  to  prescribe  the  same  ;  or  in 
case  when  the  provision  made  by  the  states  is  so  imperfect,  as  that  no  con- 
sequent election  is  had,  and  then,  only  in  that  the  legislature  of  such  state 
shall  make  provision  in  the  premises. 

Third.  It  is  declared  by  the  Convention,  that  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States,  in  cases  in  which  a  state  may  be  a  party,  does  not  extend  to 
criminal  prosecutions,  or  to   authorize   any  suit   by  any  person   against  a 
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state,  but  to  remove  all  doubts  or  controversies  respecting  the  same,  that  it 
be  expressly  expressed  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
that  Congress  shall  not  directly  or  indirectly,  either  by  themselves  or 
through  the  judiciary,  interfere  with  any  one  of  the  states  in  the  redemption 
of  paper  money  already  emitted  and  novv^  in  circulation  ;  or  in  liquidating 
and  discharging  the  public  securities  of  any  one  state,  and  that  each  and 
every  state  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of  making  such  laws  and  regula- 
tions, for  the  before  mentioned  purpose,  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

Fourth.  That  no  amendments  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
shall  take  effect  or  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
after  the  year  one  thousand  and  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  without 
the  consent  of  eleven  of  the  states  heretofore  united  under  one  Confedera- 
tion. 

Fifth.  That  the  judicial  powers  of  the  United  States  shall  extend  to  no 
possible  case,  where  the  cause  of  action  shall  have  originated  before  the 
ratification  of  this  Constitution,  except  in  dispute  between  states  about  their 
territory,  disputes  between  persons  claiming  lauds  under  grants  of  different 
states  and  debts  due  to  the  United  States. 

Sixth.  That  no  person  shall  be  compelled  to  do  military  duty,  otherwise 
than  by  voluntary  enlistment,  except  in  cases  of  general  invasion,  anything 
in  the  second  paragraph  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  Constitution,  or  any  law 
made  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Seventh.     That  no  capitation  or  poll  tax  shall  ever  be  laid  by  Congress. 

Eighth.  In  cases  of  direct  taxes,  the  Congress  shall  first  make  requisi- 
tions on  the  several  states,  to  assess,  levy  and  pay  their  respective  propor- 
tions to  such  requisitions,  in  such  way  and  manner  as  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  stales  shall  judge  best ;  and  in  case  any  state  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  pay  its  proportion,  pursuant  to  such  requisition,  then  Congress  may  as- 
sess and  levy  such  state's  proportion,  together  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  time  prescribed  in  such  requisition. 

Ninth.  That  Congress  shall  lay  no  direct  taxes,  without  the  assent  of 
the  legislatures  of  the  three-fourths  of  the  states  in  the  Union. 

Tenth.  That  the  journals  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  shall  be  published  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  at 
least  once  in  every  year,  except  such  parts  thereof  relating  to  treaties,  alli- 
ances or  military  operations  as,  in  their  judgment,  may  require  secrecy. 

Eleventh.  That  regular  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all 
public  moneys,  shall  be  published,  at  least,  once  in  every  year- 
Twelfth.  As  standing  armies,  in  time  of  peace,  are  dangerous  to  lib- 
erty, and  ought  not  to  be  kept  up,  except  in  cases  of  necessity,  and  as,  at 
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all  times,  the  military  should  be  under  strict  subordination  to  the  civil 
powers,  that,  therefore,  no  standing  army  or  regular  troops  shall  be  raised 
or  kept  up  in  time  of  peace. 

Thirteenth.  That  no  moneys  be  borrowed  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  without  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the  senators  and  representatives 
present,  in  each  House. 

Fourteenth.  That  the  Congress  shall  not  declare  war,  without  the  con- 
currence of  two-thirds  of  the  senators  and  representatives  pi-esent,  in  each 
House. 

Fifteenth.  That  the  words  "  without  the  consent  of  Congress,"  in  the 
seventh  clause  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  be 
expunged. 

Sixteenth.  That  no  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
shall  hold  any  other  office  under  the  United  States  or  any  of  them ;  nor 
shall  any  officer  appointed  by  Congress,  be  permitted  to  hold  any  office  un- 
der the  appointment  of  any  of  the  States. 

Seventeenth.  As  a  traffic  tending  to  establish  or  continue  slavery  of  any 
part  of  the  human  species,  is  disgraceful  to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  hu- 
manity, that  Congress  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  promote  and  establish  such 
laws  and  regulations  as  may  effectually  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves, 
of  every  description,  into  the  United  States. 

Eighteenth.  And  that  the  amendments  proposed  by  Congress,  in  March, 
1789,  be  adopted  by  this  Convention,  except  the  second  article  therein  con- 
tained. 

These  two  papers  contain  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  the 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  that  were  agreed  to  by  the 
Convention,  at  their  session  in  South  Kingstown. 

March  6,  1890.  The  House  met  according  to  adjournment ;  present  as 
yesterday. 

The  House  then  further  proceeded  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  "Bill  of  Rights  and  amendments"  to  the  proposed  Constitution. 

The  House  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

House  met  accordingly. 

The  following  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Marchant,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention 

And  thus  abruptly  ends  the  journal  kept  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Updike.     A  separate  piece  of  paper,  found  with  the  journal 
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of  the  Secretary,  contains  the  following,  which  probably 
was  the  motion,  part  of  which  is  in  the  journal  and  the  pro- 
ceedings thereon. 

The  following  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Marchant,  and  seconded,  by 
Mr.  Bourn  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention,  having  received,  amended  and  ap- 
proved the  Bill  of  Rights,  as  reported  by  their  Committee,  do  assent  to 
adopt  and  ratify  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  al- 
ready adopted  by  twelve  of  the  United  States,  and  now  in  actual  exercise 
by  them,  and  that  the  amendments  reported  by  the  same  Committee,  and 
as  amended  and  approved  by  this  Convention,  be  forwarded  with  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Constitution,  to  the  Congress,  to  be  recommended  to  be  made 
part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Whereupon  the  previous  question  was  moved  for  and  seconded,  in  order 
to  bring  on  a  question  for  an  adjournment  of  this  Convention.  And 
the  previous  question  being  carried,  it  was  moved  that  this  Convention  do 

adjourn  to  the day  of ,  then  to  meet  at ,  to  decide  upon  the 

said  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  adoption  or  re- 
jection thereof. 

Thus  far  this  paper  appears  to  be  in  the  hand-writing  of 
Mr.  Marchant.  Below  it,  on  the  same  paper,  in  a  hand- 
writing somewhat  different,  is  the  following,  which  was  pro- 
bably adopted,  or  proposed  as  an  amendment : — 

To  take  into  further  consideration  the  said  proposed  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

There  is  no  date  to  this  paper.  On  the  sixth  day  of 
March  the  Convention  did,  in  fact,  adjourn  to  meet  in  New- 
port, on  the  -ith  Monday  in  May.  Before  the  adjournment 
took  place,  the  Convention  passed  the  following  vote,  which 
is  copied  from  one  of  the  hand-bills,  which  were  printed 
and  distributed  in  accordance  with  it : 

Voted,  That  "the  Bill  of  Rights"  and  "Amendments"  proposed  to 
the  Federal  Constitution,  be  referred  to  the  freemen  of  the  several  towns, 
at  their  town   meetings,  on   the   third  Wednesday  of  April  next,  for  their 
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consideration  ;  that  one  copy  thereof  be  sent  to  each  town  clerk  in  this 
State,  one  to  each  member  of  the  Convention,  and  one  to  each  member  of  the 
upper  and  lower  Houses  of  Assembly  ;  and  that  they  be  sent  to  the  sher- 
iffs of  the  several  counties  to  be  distributed. 

The  following  facts  are  copied  from  the  Providence  Gazette 
of  March  13th.  It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  statements 
from  the  Gazttte  do  not  exactly  correspond  with  those  copied 
from  "  the  Journal,"  while  they  contain  some  particulars 
not  noticed  in  the  Journal ; — 

On  Friday  the  Committee  appointed  to  draft  amendments,  reported  a 
Bill  of  Rights  and  amendments  to  the  Constitution.  The  former  became 
the  subject  of  discussion,  and  Avas  agreed  to  without  any  material  altera- 
tions. On  Saturday  the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  Convention.  Two  of  them  were  rejected :  one  pro- 
posed that  Congress  should  not  have  the  power  of  appointing  such  officers, 
within  the  several  states,  as  had  been  chosen  by  the  state  legislatures.  The 
object  of  the  other  was  to  substitute  property  as  a  rule  of  apportionment 
of  direct  taxes,  instead  of  mimbers.  It  was  contended,  by  the  members 
opposed  to  these  amendments,  that  the  Constitution  did  not  invest  Congress 
or  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  power  of  appointing  state 
officers,  and  that  there  was  no  clause  that  would  warrant  such  a  construc- 
tion. That  the  rule  of  apportionment  of  taxes  by  valuation,  instead  of 
numbers,  would  eventually  operate  injuriously  to  the  State  ;  that  our  pro- 
portion Avould  be  augmented,  and  that  an  apportionment  by  the  valuation 
of  estates  had  been  found,  by  past  experience,  to  be  impracticable.  Other 
arguments  were  adduced  to  show  the  impropriety  of  these  amendments,  and 
the  Convention  was  induced  to  strike  them  out  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  proposed  amendment,  that  Congress  should,  as  soon  as  may  be,  pro- 
vide effectual  regulations  to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the 
United  States,  occasioned  considerable  debate.  The  gentlemen  who  op- 
posed it,  stated,  that  if  the  amendment  could  have  any  effect  to  abolish  the 
African  trade,  they  should,  by  no  means,  object  to  its  being  recommended ; 
but  they  contended  that  the  Constitution  itself  expressly  provided  against 
any  alteration  or  amendment  of  this  clause  until  the  year  1808,  that  was 
therefore  nugatory  to  propose  an  amendment,  which,  consistently  with  the 
Constitution,  could  not  obtain  a  ratification.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
urged,  that  a  traffic   in  the  human  species  was  so  wicked  in  its  nature  and 
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80  inconsisteut  with  the  spirit  of  a  free  government,  that  if  the  proposed 
amendment  could  not  take  place,  it  was  proper  for  the  Convention  to  re- 
commend it  as  evencing  their  sense  respecting  so  infamous  a  traffic.  Many 
other  observations  were  made  in  favor  of  and  against  this  amendment,  and 
on  the  Convention  being  called,  there  appeared  a  majority  of  one  in  favor 
of  it. 

After  all  the  amendments  had  been  fully  considered  and  finally  voted, 
Mr.  Marchant  moved,  in  form,  for  a  ratification  of  the  Constitution.  This 
motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  B.  Bourn. 

Mr.  Comstock  immediately  rose,  and  moved,  as  a  previous  question,  for 
an  adjournment.  A  very  lengthy  debate  then  ensued  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Comstock.  The  powers  of  the  Convention  to  adjourn  was  questioned.  It 
was  observed  that  the  delegates  ,vere  chosen  expressly,  to  meet  at  a  certain 
time  and  place,  then  and  there  to  investigate  and  decide  on  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  that  these  were  the  very  words  of  the  act  of  government  for  calling 
a  Convention  ;  and  the  same  language  was  used  by  the  several  towns  in  the 
appointment  of  their  delegates  ;  that  the  power  to  iuvestigate  and  decide  at  a 
certain  time,  did  not  imply  a  power  to  adjourn  ;  that  the  delegates  being  thus 
elected  for  the  express  purpose  of  deciding  on  the  Constitution,  that  it  was 
the  expectation  of  the  people,  that  the  question  for  its  ratification  or  rejec- 
tion should  then  be  taken. 

Moreover,  upon  a  motion  for  an  adjournment,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirm- 
ative by  a  majority  of  thirteen.  Gov.  Bradford  then  proposed  that  the  ad- 
jourment  should  be  to  the  last  Monday  in  March.  In  favor  of  this  motion,  it 
was  observed,  that  the  adjournment  proposed  would  afford  sufficient  time  to 
lay  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  the  amendments  before  the  people  for  their  con- 
sideration, and  that  this  had  been  the  ostensible  object  of  the  gentlemen 
who  had  voted  for  an  adjournment,  it  was  hoped  the  motion  would  be  agreed 
to.  Against  an  adjournment  beyond  the  present  month,  many  reasons  were 
urged ;  that  Congress  having  been  assured  by  the  Legislature,  that  there 
was  every  reason  to  hope,  that  this  State  would  speedily  accede  to  the  Un- 
ion, had  granted  us  a  further  exemption  from  the  foreign  impost  and  ton- 
nage duties  ;  that  this  indulgence  would  expire  on  the  first  of  April,  and 
there  was  not  the  least  probability  of  obtaining  any  further  exemption  ;  that 
the  citizens  ot  this  State  who  were  employed  and  subsisted  entirely  in  the 
fishing  and  coasting  business  were  numerous,  and  that  the  navigation  laws 
of  the  Union  must  operate  with  such  severity  on  these  classes  of  citizens, 
as  would  reduce  them  to  the  alternative  of  staying  at  home  or  removing 
into  the  other  states.  Many  other  arguments  were  added,  showing  the 
numerous  disadvantages  which  would  result  from  an  adjournment  beyond 
the  time  proposed  ;  but  on  the  question  being  taken  for  an  adjournment  to 
the  last  Monday  in  March,  it  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  seven. 
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Mr.  Andrew  "Waterman  then  moved  for  an  adjournment  to  the  fourth  Mon- 
day in  May.  Others  proposed  an  intermediate  time,  and  the  fourth  Mon- 
day in  April  was  mentioned,  but  the  motion  of  Mr.  "Waterman  prevailed  by 
a  majority  of  five. 

On  the  first  question  of  adjournment,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Burrington  Anthony,  Job  Durfee,  Giles  Slocum,  Peter  Barker, 
Gideon  Arnold,  Thomas  Rice,  Edward  Hull,  Ray  Sands,  William  Cong- 
don,  Bowen  Card,  Jonathan  J.  Hazard,  Samuel  J.  Potter,  Pardon  Mawney, 
Job  Comstock,  Andrew  "Waterman,  John  Sayles,  James  Aldrich,  Nathan 
Bates,  Stephen  Steere,  Joseph  Stanton,  Jr.,  Thomas  Hoxsie,  "William  Nich- 
ols, William  Mathewson,  Benjamin  Arnold,  of  Coventry,  Job  Greene,  Jo- 
seph Reynolds,  Job  Wilcox,  Joshua  Barker,  William  Peckham,  James  Shel- 
don, Thomas  James,  Peter  Stone,  Jonathan  Sprague,  John  Brown,  of  Hop- 
kinton,  Jesse  Maxson,  Noah  Mathewson,  William  B.  King,  Elisba  Brown, 
Esek  Eston,  William  Howard,  John  Williams. — 41. 

Nays — George  Hazard,  Henry  Marchant,  George  Champlin,  Peleg 
Clarke,  George  Sears,  William  Tripp,  Jabez  Bowen,  Benjamin  Bourn, 
William  Barton,  John  I.  Clark,  Benjamin  Arnold,  of  Warwick,  Christopher 
Greene,  Walter  White,  George  Stillman,  Benjamin  Remington,  Nicholas 
Carr,  William  Bradford,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Isaac  Manchester,  Abraham 
Barker,  John  Davis,  William  Ladd,  Nathan  Miller,  Samuel  Pearce,  John 
S.  Dexter,  Levi  Ballou,  Thomas  Allen,  Samuel  Allen. — 28. 

The  United  States  Chronicle  of  March,  states  the  motion 
to  adjourn  was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  nine,  the  time  by  a 
majority  of  four,  and  Newport,  the  place,  by  a  majority  of 
one. 

Mr.  Secretary  Updike  left  another  paper  book,  containing 
a  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Convention,  at  its  ad- 
journed session  in  Newport.  The  first  leaves  of  this  book 
are  lost.  It  commenced  with  a  copy  of  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
and  the  amendments  agreed  to  at  South  Kingtown.  The 
book  now  commences  about  the  middle  of  the  twelfth  item 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights.  After  these,  he  commences  the  Jour- 
nal proper,  as  follows  : — 

At  a  Convention  began  and  held  at  Newport,  in  the  county  of  Newport, 
on  the  25th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1790,  by  adjournment,  for  the  purpose  of 
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investigating  and  deciding  on  the  new  Constitution  proposed  for  the  United 
States  of  America : 

DELEGATES  PRESENT. 

Newport — Mr.  George  Champlin,  Mr.  George  Sears. 

From  several  other  towns — Mr.  John  Davis,  Mr.  Isaac  Manchester, 
Mr.  Abraham  Barker,  Mr.  William  Ladd,  Mr.  Jesse  Maxson,  Mr.  William 
Peckham,  Mr.  John  Brown,  Mr.  William  Nichols,  Mr.  Walter  White,  Mr. 
George  Stillman. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  the  25th  instant,  at  10  o'clock, 
A.  M. 

Tuesday,  10  o'clock,  the  Convention  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Present, 

THE  PRESIDENT. 

NORTH  KINGSTOVTN. 


NEWPORT. 

George  Hazard,  Esq. 
Henry  Marchant,  Esq. 
George  Champlin,  Esq. 
Peleg  Clarke,  Esq. 
Mr.  William  Tripp, 
George  Sears,  Esq. 

PROVIDENCE. 

Jabez  Bowen,  Esq. 
Benjamin  Bourn,  Esq. 
Col.  William  Barton, 
John  I.  Clark,  Esq. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Mr.  Burrington  Anthony, 
Mr.  Job  Durfee, 
Mr.  Giles  Slocum, 
Mr.  Peter  Barker. 

WARWICK. 

Thomas  Rice,  Esq. 

Mr.  Gideon  Arnold, 

Mr.  Benjamin  Arnold,  Jr. 

Mr.  Christopher  Greene,  Jr. 

VTESTEKLY. 

Capt.  Walter  White, 
George  Stillman,  Esq. 

NEW    SHOREHAM. 

Edward  Hull,  Esq. 
Ray  Sands,  Esq. 


William  Congdon,  Esq. 
Bowen*  Card,  Esq. 

SOUTH   KINGSTOWN. 

Samuel  J.  Potter,  Esq. 
Jonathan  J.  Hazard,  Esq. 

EAST    GREENWICH. 

Mr.  Pardon  Mawney, 
Job  Comstock,  Esq. 

JAMESTOWN. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Remington, 
Mr.  Nicholas  Carr. 

SMITHFIELD. 

John  Sayles,  Esq. 
Andrew  Waterman,  Esq. 

SCITUATE. 

Capt.  James  Aldrich, 
Mr.  Nathan  Bates. 

GLOCESTER. 

Daniel  Owen,  Esq.,  President. 
Stephen  Steere,  Esq. 

CHARLESTOWN. 

Thomas  Hoxsie,  Esq. 
Joseph  Stanton,  Esq. 

WEST  GREENWICH. 

Mr.  William  Matteson, 
William  Nichols,  Esq. 


MINUTES    OF    THE    CONVENTION    AT    NEWPORT. 


661 


COVEKTRY. 

Benjamin  Arnold,  Esq. 
Lieut.  Jub  Greene. 

EXETER. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Reynolds, 
Capt.  John  Willcox. 

MIDDLETOWN. 

Joshua  Barker,  Esq. 

Mr.  William  Peckham,  Jr. 

BRISTOL. 

William  Bradford,  Esq. 
Shearjashub  Bourne,  Esq. 

TIVERTON. 

Mr.  Isaac  Manchester, 
Mr.  Abraham  Barker. 

LITTLE  COMPTON.. 

Capt.  William  Ladd, 
Capt.  John  Davis. 

WARREN. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bosworth, 
Mr.  Samuel  Pearce. 

John  S.  Dexter,  Esq. 


RICHMOND. 

James  Sheldon,  Esq. 
Mr.  Thomas  James. 

CRANSTON. 

Peter  Stone,  Esq. 
Jonathan  Sprague,  Jr.,  Esq. 

HOPKINTON. 

Mr.  John  Brown, 
Col.  Jesse  Maxson. 

JOHNSTON. 

Noah  Mathewson,  Esq. 
Mr.  William  B.  King. 

NORTH  PROVIDENCE. 

Elisha  Brown,  Esq. 
Mr.  Ezek  Esten. 

HARRINGTON. 

Col.  Thomas  Allen, 
Samuel  Allen,  Esq. 

FOSTER. 

Capt.  William  Howard, 
John  Williams,  Esq. 

CUMBERLAND. 

Levi  Ballou,  Esq. 


The  President  adjourned  the  House  to  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment ;  present,  as  in  the  forenoon. 

This  day,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bosworth  produced  a  certificate  from  the  town 
of  Warren,  certifying  that  he  is  chosen  a  member  to  represent  said  town 
in  this  Convention  in  the  room  of  Gen.  Nathan  Miller,  deceased,  whereupon 
he  took  his  seat. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Comstock,  that  this  Convention  adjourn  for  a  short  time. 
Moved  by  the  House  that  the  propriety  of  the  motion  be  determined  by  the 
President,  who  says,  it  is  in  order  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House. 

The  question  being  then  put,  adjourn  or  not,  it  passed  in  the  negative, 
by  a  majority  of  six. 

The  House  adjourns  to  3  o'clock  P.  M. 


On  a  loose  paper  found  with  the   Secretary's  joui'nal,  is 
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following  memorandum,  apparently  of  the  same  proceed- 

s : 


the 
ings: 

Moved  that  the  legality  of  the  motion  of  Mr,  Comstock  for  an  adjourn- 
ment of  this  Convention,  be  determined  by  the  President,  who  says,  it  is  in 
order  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House.  The  question  being 
then  put,  whether  to  adjourn  or  not,  it  passed  in  the  negative  by  a  majority 
of  six. 

[It  would  seem  that  there  could  be  no  reason  to  doubt  "  the  legality  of 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Comstock,"  from  the  facts  shown  in  the  Secretary's  re- 
cord. In  the  United  States  Chronicle  of  June  3d,  is  the  following  notice 
of  this  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention,  which  throws  some  light 
on  the  question.] 

Some  of  the  members  being  absent  no  business  was  done  until  Wednes- 
day, when  the  instructions  which  had  been  given  by  some  of  the  towns  Avere 
read. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  amendments  agreed  to  at  the  former 
meeting.  Before  a  discussion  of  the  question  took  place,  a  motion  was 
made  for  an  adjournment,  which  was  objected  to.  The  President  being 
called  on  to  determine,  said,  that  by  the  rules  established  by  the  Conven- 
tion, a  motion  for  adjournment  superseded  all  others.  After  some  conver- 
sation the  question  for  an  adjournment  was  taken  and  lost  by  a  majority  of 
nine.     Thus  far  the  Chronicle.] 

With  the  Secretary's  journal  was  also  returned  another 
loose  sheet  of  paper,  which  would  seem  to  contain  minutes 
of  the  debate  at  this  time.  It  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr. 
Secretary  Updike,  and  in  all  respects  corresponds  with  the 
minutes  of  other  debates,  before  given.  If  errors  are  made 
in  transcribing  them,  they  are  not  the  result  of  a  want  of  de- 
sire to  be  correct.  The  memory  of  Mr.  Secretary  who  wrote 
them,  is  necessary  to  supply  many  words  and  phrases,  evi- 
dently omitted.     The  minutes  referred  to  reads  thus : — 

Mr.  Marchant.  To  give  them  an  opportunity  to  do  the  business,  most 
consistently  with  the  good  of  our  constituents.  The  Convention  is  also  in- 
vested with  power  to  make  such  amendments  as  would  be  consistent  with 
the  good  of  our  constituents,  and  who,  in  the  strongest  terms,  express  them- 
selves to  Congress  itself.     Then,  thought  an  adjournment  necessary,  and 
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acceded  to  those  people  who  are  in  opposition  to  the  motion.  The  smallest 
State  in  the  Union,  except  one,  and  the  nearest  the  operation  of  the  Federal 
Government.  I  made  the  motion  for  the  adoption,  but  the  previous  ques- 
tion, &c.     Reads  the  motion,  &c.,  as  at  previous  session. 

Mr.  Bourn.     Reads  the  form  of  an  adoption  he  has. 

Mr.  Comstock  moves  for  an  adjournment,  and  is  seconded  by  Mr.  Steere. 

Col.  Barton.     Largely  against  a  postponement. 

Mr.  Champlin.  With  him,  and  says,  there  was  nothing  said  against  the 
Constitution,  and  it  only  now  remains  that  we  consider  the  necessity  of 
adopting  it.  We  have  had  the  opportunity  of  all  that  the  other  states  have 
done  on  the  subject.  Congress  about  to  exclude  from  us  the  Union.  What 
the  situation  of  this  State — men  who  have  wood  to  sell,  &c.  ?  The  *  *  * 
not  alone.  The  whole  county  of  Bristol,  and  some  towns  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  State.  We  must  go  where  our  application  can  have  its  effect, 
where  we  should  be  redressed  with  the  assistance  of  the  *  *  *  in  this 
State.  Sure  of  amendments  being  obtained.  Wish  gentleman  would  with- 
draw his  motion,  &c. 

Mr.  Bourn.  We  should  determine  whether  Mr.  Comstock's  motion  is 
regular  or  not. 

Mr.  Hazard.  That  he  has  a  good  opinion  of,  &c.  But  denies  they  have 
a  right  to  demand  money  from  ancient  confederation. 

Dr.  Bradford.  Wish  not  to  bring  prejudices  up  to  view,  what  will  be 
the  consequences,  provided  we  adjourn. 

(On  the  back  side  of  this  paper  is  a  tally,  kept  by  some 
one,  of  votes,  on  a  question  of  "  adjournment "  or  "  not," 
in  which  the  nots  have  nine  majority,  sixty-seven  votes  being 
given  on  the  question. 

In  the  preceding  extract  from  the  United  States  Chronicle, 
reference  is  made  to  instructions  given  by  the  freemen  of 
towns  to  their  delegates,  between  the  first  and  the  adjourned 
meeting  of  the  Convention.  Among  the  papers  forwarded 
with  the  Secretary's  minutes,  are  the  following  instructions 
for  the  deputies  of  Richmond,  Middletown,  Charlestown, 
Portsmouth,  North  Kingstown  and  Providence : — 

RICHMOND. 

In  town  meeting,  15th  April,  A.  D.  1790. 

Upon  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  amendments,  proposed  by  the  Convention 
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of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  to  the  Constitutioo  of  the  United  States  : 
It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the   same,  hereby,  are  approved  by 
this  meeting,  and  that  the  delegates   appointed  by  this  town  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  instructed  to  use   their   influence,  in  said  Convention,  at  their 
adjournment,  that  the  following  amendments  be  added  to  said  amendments  : 
That  each  state  have  the  power  of  fixing  and  paying  their  compensation 
of  their  respective   Senators  and   Representatives — and   that  Congress  be 
empowered  to  take  effectual  measures  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  slav- 
ery— and  that  direct  taxes  be  apportioned,  upon  the  several  states,  upon 
the  valuation  of  property — and   that   each  State  shall  have  power  to  recall 
their  Senators  at  any  time,  and  send  others  in  their  room. 
A  true  copy  :  attest, 

J.  TEFFT,  Town  Clerk. 

MIDDLETOWN. 

Voted,  That  this  meeting  do  approve  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  amend- 
ments, submitted  by  the  late  Convention  ;  and  the  delegates  of  this  town 
are  hereby  instructed  to  use  their  votes  and  influence  for  adopting  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  if  the  said  Bill  of  Rights  and  the  said 
amendments  first  become  a  part  of  the  said  Constitution,  together  with  the 
following  additional  amendment,  viz. : 

That  the  pay  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  be  ascertained  and 
paid  by  their  respective  states,  and  recalled  when  their  respective  legisla- 
tures may  think  proper,  and  others  appointed  in  their  stead.  And  other- 
wise, that  they,  the  said  delegates,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to 
oppose  an  adoption  thereof. 

The  above  is  a  true  extract,  taken  from  a  vote  passed  at  a  town  meeting 
held  in  Middletown,  April  21st,  1790. 
Witness, 

ELISHA  ALLEN,  Town  Clerk. 

CHARLESTOWN. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  in  Charlestown,  in  Washington  County,  on  the 
21st  day  of  April,  1790: 

Voted,  That  the  Bill  of  Rights,  framed  by  the  State  Convention,  be 
approved  by  this  town  meeting. 

Voted,  That  this  town  meeting,  do  approve  of  the  amendments  made  by 
this  State  Convention,  to  the  new  Constitution. 

Voted,  That  this  town  meeting  do  instruct  their  delegates,  as  follows,  to 
this  State's  amendments,  viz. :  that  the  judiciary  power  of  the  L^uited  States, 
be  more  explicitly  defined,  and  more  accurately  distinguished  from  those 
of  the  respective  states  ;  That  the  Senate  shall  not  possess  all  the  executive 
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and  judicial  powers,  now  vested  in  that  body ;  That  it  be  left  to  the 
several  states  to  make  compensation  to  their  senators  and  representatives 
respectively,  for  their  services  in  Congress. 

That  the  state  legislatures  have  power  to  recall,  when  they  may  think  it 
expedient,  their  Federal  Senators  and  send  others  in  their  stead. 

Voted,  That  the  delegates  from  this  town,  do  not  adopt  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  until  the  amendments  proposed  by  our  State  Conven- 
tion, shall  become  a  part  of  said  Constitution. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy,  compared  :  witness, 

BEN  J.  HOXSIE,  Jr.,  Town  Clerk. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

At  a  town  meeting  of  the  freemen  of  Portsmouth,  held,  by  adjournment, 
the  26th  of  the  month  called  April,  1790. 

Voted,  That  the  following  instructions  be  given  to  the  delegates  of  this 
town,  to  wit :  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  town  meeting,  that  the  instruc- 
tions to  their  delegates,  at  the  State  Convention,  held  at  South  Kingstown, 
the  first  Monday  in  March  last  past,  be  ratified,  and  again  recommended 
to  the  delegates,  in  order  to  regulate  their  conduct  kt  the  meeting  of  the 
adjournment  of  the  said  Convention,  Avhich  is  to  meet  at  Newport  the 
fourth  Monday  in  May  next,  with  this  additional  instruction,  that  they  do 
not,  by  any  means,  agree  to  another  adjournment,  but,  at  said  next  meeting, 
use  all  their  influence  and  abilities  to  have  the  new  Constitution,  as  pro- 
posed by  Congress,  agreed  to  and  ratified  by  this  State. 
A  true  copy  :  witness, 

ABRAHAM  ANTHONY,  Town  Clerk. 

NORTH  KINGSTOWN. 

Instructions  for  the  delegates  of  the  town  of  North  Kingstown,  when  in 
convention  assembled,  on  the  24th  of  May,  A.  D.  1790,  respecting  the  Bill 
of  Rights  and  amendments,  recommended  to  the  consideration  of  the  free- 
men of  this  town : 

Voted,  That  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  State  Convention,  con- 
vened in  South  Kingstown,  in  March  last,  are  conceived,  by  the  freemen 
of  this  town,  inadequate  to  real  and  substantial  amendments,  and  we  re- 
commend that  further  amendments  be  made  to  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, as  their  wisdom  shall  direct,  in  particular,  such  as  respect  the 
several  states  recalling  their  delegates  from  Congress,  whenever  they  think 
fit,  and  that  each  state  retain  its  sovereignty  in  paying  their  own  delegates 
their  respective  salaries  ;  and  that  they  do  not  adopt  the  Constitution,  untU 
their  proceedings  be  again  laid  before  and  conceded  to  by  the  freemen  of  this 
•    43 
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State,  and  the  amendments  made   by  said  Convention  be  agreed  to  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Voted,  Received,  and  that  it  be  copied  and  delivered  to  the  delegates 
accordingly. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  instructions  to  this  town's  deputies,  voted 
and  passed  at  a  town  meeting  held  in  North  Kingstown,  on  the  21st  of 
April,  1790. 

Taken  from  the  minutes  :  witness, 

GEORGE  THOMAS,  Town  Clerk. 

PROVIDENCE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  freemen  of  the  town  of  Providence,  legally  warned 
and  assembled,  at  the  State  House,  on  the  24th  of  May,  A.  D.  1790  : 

Rksolted,  That,  in  case  the  Convention  of  this  State,  now  convened  in 
Newport,  shall  not,  at  the  present  session,  adopt  the  Constitution,  but  shall 
either  reject  the  same  or  adjourn  to  some  future  day,  that,  in  such  case, 
the  delegates  from  this  town,  at  said  Convention,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
instructed  to  enter  a  solemn  and  spirited  protest  against  the  rejection  or 
adjournment. 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  it  is  our  opinion,  that,  on  the  rejection 
of  the  said  Constitution  or  further  delay  of  a  decision  thereon,  the  respec- 
tive towns  of  the  State  have  a  right  to  make  application  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  same  privileges  and  protection  which  are  afforded 
to  the  towns  under  their  jurisdiction  ;  and,  in  such  case,  the  delegates  from 
this  town  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  meet 
with  the  delegates  from  the  town  of  Newport,  and  the  delegates  from  such 
othei  towns  as  may  think  proper  to  join  them,  for  the  purpose  of  consult- 
ing and  devising  such  mode  of  application  as  they,  in  their  wisdom,  may 
think  proper,  and  to  carry  the  result  of  their  deliberations  into  immediate 
effect,  and  that  they  make  report  of  their  doings  to  the  next  town  meeting. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  furnish  our  delegates  with  a  copy  hereof,  for 
their  instructions. 

A  .true  copy  :  witness, 

DANIEL  COOKE,  Town  Clerk. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  defend  this  proceeding  of  the  town 
of  Providence.  A  writer  in  the  United  States  Chronicle  of 
May  27th,  thus  attempts  it ; — 

Mr.  Wheeler  : — As  the  instructions  of  this  town  to  its  delegates  in  Con- 
vention, in  case  of  their  not  adopting  the  Constitution  at  the  present  session, 
to  secede  from  the  authority  of  this  State,  is  a  measure,  in  its  nature,  serious 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  DELEGATES  FROM  PROVIDENCE.  667 

and  extraordinary,  it  was  thought  proper  to  notify  the  principles  on  which 
alone  it  could  be  justified.  This  is  attempted  in  the  following  resolutions, 
intended  to  have  been  submitted  to  the  freemen  of  the  town,  had  not  the 
writer  of  them  been  necessarily  absent.  As  the  instructions  passed  on  Mon- 
day last,  passed  without  apology,  preface,  reasons,  or  principles,  or  even 
any  statement  of  facts  to  justify  them,  you  are  requested  to  publish  these  res- 
olutions,  which  may  serve  in  nature  of  a  manifesto,  till  a  better  justification 
for  those  instructions  may  be  published  by  the  advocates  of  them. 

Grotius. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  these  countries,  reverted  to  a  state  of 
natural  liberty  on  their  Declaration  of  Independence,  of  the  British  govern- 
ment. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  this  then  Colony,  never  consented,  either 
expressly  or  implicitly,  to  assume  and  exercise  a  sovereignty  disconnected 
from  the  people  of  our  then  sister  colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  this  town  owe  no  allegiance  to  the  govern- 
ment administered  over  them  at  present,  any  further,  than  this  State  is  con- 
sidered as  one  of  the  thirteen  United  States  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  the  Convention  of  this  State  refuse  to  become 
reiinited  with  the  rest  of  the  states  aforesaid,  the  people  inhabiting  this  town 
will  be  authorized  to  make  use  of  all  their  natural  rights,  for  the  security 
of  their  lives,  liberty  and  property. 

Resolved,  That  any  further  continuance  of  the  question  for  deciding  on 
the  proposed  Federal  Constitution  in  the  present  State  Convention,  will 
be  considered  by  the  freemen  of  this  town  equivalent  to  a  rejection  thereof. 

And  to  the  end,  that  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  this  town  may  be 
seasonably  made  known  to  their  brethren  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  that 
such  of  them  as  may  concur  in  opinion  with  us,  may  be  prepared  to  coop- 
erate with  us  in  such  measures  as  may  be  eventually  judged  proper. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  certified  by  the  clerk  and 
delivered  to  the  delegates  representing  this  town  in  the  present  State  Con- 
vention, to  be  by  them  communicated. 

Resolved,  That  the  aforegoing  be  printed  in  the  next  Providence  news- 
papers. 

The  next  entry  from  the  Journal  of  the  Secretary,  com- 
mences with  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention,  on  the  after- 
noon of  Wednesday,  May  26th. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment ;  and  the  Constitution  of  the 
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Federal  Government  being  read  and   the   amendments   proposed   by   this 
State,  &c. 

Voted,  That  the  former  committees  of  the  several  counties  in  this  State, 
[Mr.  Giles  Slocum  being  chosen  in  tlie  room  of  Mr.  Ray  Sands,  who  is 
absent,]  do  proceed  to  make  such  further  amendments  to  the  said  proposed 
Federal  Constitution  as  they  shall  think  expedient,  agreeably  to  the  instruc- 
tions from  the  several  towns,  and  that  they  report. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock,  then  to  meet 
at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thurston's  meeting  house,  in  this  town. 

The  House  met  at  the  Baptist  meeting  house,  in  Newport,  on  the  27th 
day  of  May  inst.,  accox'ding  to  adjournment,  and  previous  to  the  opening  of 
the  business,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thurston  made  a  prayer  suitable  to  the  occa- 
sion. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  received  and  read,  the  following  amend- 
ment was  agreed  on,  in  addition  to  the  amendments  agreed  to  at  the  first 
meeting  of  this  Convention  at  South  Kingstown  in  March  last,  and  which 
amendment  is  entered  on  the  original  amendments  accordingly,  to  wit : 

That  the  State  Legislatures  have  power  to  recall,  when  they  think  it  ex- 
pedient, their  federal  senators  and  to  send  others  in  their  stead. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

Thursday,  3  o'clock,  P.  M.     The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Present,  as  in  the  forenoon. 

The  House  being  called,  Voted,  that  there  be  a  committee  to  draft  such 
further  amendments  to  the  Federal  Constitution  as  they  shall  think  neces- 
sary, and  also  the  filling  up  and  completing  the  bill  ratifying  the  form  of 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  ;  and  that  the  committee  consist 
of  two  from  each  county,  to  wit : 

From  Newport. — Mr.  George  Champlin,  Mr.  Burrington  Anthony. 

From  Providence. — Mr.  Benjamin  Bourn,  Mr.  Stephen  Steere. 

From  Washington. — Mr.  Jonathan  J.  Hazard,  Mr  George  Stillman. 

From  Bristol. — Mr.  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bosworth. 

From  Kent. — Mr.  Benjamin  Arnold,  Mr.  Christopher  Greene. 
And  that  they  report  as  soon  as  may  be. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  10  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday  morning,  10  o'clock.  May  28th,  1790.  The  House  met  accord- 
ing to  adjournment.     Present,  as  yesterday. 

The  business  of  the  day  being  preceded  by  an  elegant  and  concise  address 
to  the  Deity  by  the  Rev.  William  Patten. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  report  of  their  committee,  which  being  read 
and  received,  ordered  the  three  articles  reported  by  the  committee,  in  addi- 


MINUTES    OF    THE    CONVENTION    AT    NEWPORT.  669 

tioato  these  amendmentg  already  made,  be  added  to  the  amendments,  and 
engrossed,  to  wit : 

1st.  That  Congress  have  power  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  inhabi- 
tancy or  settlement,  of  the  poor  of  the  United  States  throughout  the  United 
States. 

2d.  That  Congress  erect  no  company  with  exclusive  advantages  of  com- 
merce. 

3d.  That  when  two  members  shall  call  for  the  ayes  and  nays  to  be  take^i 
on  any  question,  they  shall  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  respective 
houses. 

And  the  committee  further  report  that  the  eighteenth  article  of  the  amend- 
ments, as  agreed  to  by  the  Convention  in  South  Kingstown,  be  expunged, 
and  that  instead  thereof,  a  resolution  pass  the  Convention  for  recommend- 
ing the  amendments  agreed  to  by  Congress  in  March,  1789,  except  the  sec- 
ond article  thereof  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State  for  their  ratification,  pur- 
suant to  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution. 

And  the  committee  further  report,  that  the  form  of  ratification  be  agree- 
able to  the  one  which  they  herewith  present. 

Signed  by  the  committee. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  House  met  according  to  adjournment,  and 
proceed  to  the  debates  as  in  the  forenoon,  on  the  Federal  Constitution  in 
general. 

The  House  then  voted  to  adjourn  to  Saturday,  3  o'clock ,  P.  M. 

No  minutes  of  the  debates  on  this,  or  the  following  day, 
are  found  among  the  papers  in  the  Secretary's  files.  The 
United  States  Chronicle  of  June  3d,  gives  the  following  concise 
notice  of  these  proceedings,  and  furnishes  the  reason  of  the 
adjournment  from  Friday  afternoon  to  Saturday  afternoon. 

Thursday  and  until  Friday  afternoon,  the  attention  of  the  Convention  was 
taken  up  by  different  speakers,  for  and  against  the  adoption.  About  5  o'clock 
on  Friday,  a  motion  was  made  by  one  of  the  members  from  Portsmouth, 
that  the  Convention  should  adjourn  to  the  next  day  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  as  he 
wished  for  liberty  to  go  home  and  state  to  his  constituents  the  situation  of 
affairs.  This  was  objected  to  by  the  gentlemen  who  opposed  the  adoption. 
It  was,  however,  finally  carried  by  a  majority  of  eight. 

Saturday,  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Present  as  yesterday. 
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The  Rev.  Mr.  William  Smith  made  a  prayer  suitable  to  the  occasion. 

The  United  States  Chrotiicle,  before  referred  to,  furnishes 
the  following  as  the  result  of  the  conference  of  the  member 
from  Portsmouth  with  his  constituents  : — 

On  Saturday,  3  o'clock,  the  Convention  met,  and  the  deputies  from  Ports- 
mouth produced  instructions  from  their  town,  to  vote  for  the  adoption,  a 
town  meeting  having  been  held  since  the  adjournment.  The  deputies  from 
Middletown,  also  produced  instructions  from  their  constituents  to  vote  for 
the  adoption  ;  a  town  meeting  having  been  called  there. 

Among  papers  found  with  the  Secretary's  minutes,  are 
two  containing  instructions,  one  to  the  delegates  from  Middle- 
town,  and  one  to  those  of  Portsmouth  ;  probably  the  same 
as  those  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  extract  from  the  Chron- 
icle. It  appears  from  instructions  given  to  delegates  from 
Portsmouth  twice  before,  in  February  and  in  April,  that  they 
were  directed  to  vote  for  the  Constitution.  By  reference  to 
the  final  vote  on  the  Constitution  by  the  Convention,  it  w^ll 
appear  that  one  of  the  delegates  voted  against  it.  May  not 
the  probability  of  this  vote  have  been  "  the  situation  of 
affairs  "  that  the  delegate  from  Portsmouth,  moving  for  the 
adjournment  on  Friday,  wished  "  to  state  to  his  constitu- 
ents." 

The  instructions  given  at  the  town  meeting  on  the  29th 
of  May,  were  as  follows : — 

MIDDLETOWN. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  in  Middletown,  May  29,  1790. 
Voted,    That   the  delegates  of  this  town   be,  and   they  hereby  are,  in- 
structed to  use  their  influence  and  votes,  in  the  Convention,  now  sitting  at 
Newport,  for  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  which  hath  been  already 
adopted  by  twelve  states. 

A  true  extract,  taken  from  records :  witness, 

ELISHA  ALLEN,  Town  Clerk. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

At  a  town  meeting  of  the  freemen  of  Portsmouth,  held  at  the  house  of 
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Elisha  Coggeshall,  this  29th  day  of  May,  1790,  legally  convened  and  ex- 
pressly called,  at  this  time,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  final  decisive 
opinion  of  the  town  respecting  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  new  Consti- 
tution, proposed  by  Congress  for  the  government  of  the  United  States,  now 
under  consideration  of  the  State  Convention  ;  and  also  for  taking  into  fur- 
ther consideration  the  instructions,  which  were  given  by  the  town  to  their 
delegates  in  said  State  Convention,  held  at  South  Kingstown,  and  which 
were  afterwards  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  again  directed  to  be  considered 
by  their  delegates  as  the  sentiments  of  the  town  with  regard  to  the  line  of 
conduct  which  ought  to  be  pursued,  when  at  the  meeting,  on  the  adjourn- 
ment of  said  Convention,  to  be  held  at  Newport. 

It  "WAS  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  town,  that 
it  will  be  for  the  benefit  and  interest  of  the  freemen  thereof,  as  of  the  good 
people  ol  this  State  in  general,  that  the  said  new  Constitution,  proposed  as 
aforesaid,  should  be  adopted  and  ratified,  and  in  the  manner  recommended 
by  Congress ;  and  that  any  delay  in  ratifying  and  acceding  to  the 
same,  either  by  an  adjournment  or  rejection  thereof,  will,  in  its  conse- 
quences, be  very  injurious  to  this  State,  and  particularly  so,  to  the  interests 
of  the  town  of  Portsmouth. 

Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  instructions  given  by  this  town  to  their 
delegates,  as  aforesaid,  were  then,  and  we  now  consider  and  declai-e  them 
to  be  the  sentiments  of  a  majority  of  the  freemen  assembled  at  this  town  meet- 
ing, and  they  are  hereby  once  more  confirmed  and  recommended  strongly 
to  their  delegates,  expressly  with  the  design  that  they  may  influence  and 
regulate  their  conduct  in  the  weighty  and  momentous  question  now  before 
them  in  Convention,  so  that,  after  these  declarations,  they  may  not  have  to 
say  that  it  was  done  innocently,  or  for  want  of  better  information  on  the 
subject,  should  they  vote  for,  or  occasion  any  longer  delay  of  an  adoption, 
by  the  part  they  may  take  therein.  But  should  they  obstinately  persist  in 
measures  opposed  to  the  declared  and  repeated  sentiments  of  the  town, 
then  the  good  people  thereof,  do  and  will  hold  themselves  clear  of  the  evil 
consequences  and  destruction  which  must  ensue  to  the  State  at  large,  on 
such  delay  or  rejection,  by  having  thus  acted  their  part,  as  far  as  in  them 
lies,  to  avert  and  prevent  these  evils,  which  a  stoppage  of  trade  and  inter- 
course with  our  sister  states,  must  occasion,  and  which,  undoubtedly,  will 
take  place,  should  this  State  withdraw  from  the  General  Union,  by  not 
acceding,  at  this  present  sitting  of  the  Convention,  to  the  new  Constitution, 
prepared  for  their  consideration  and  decision  upon. 

We,  therefore,  now  order  and  direct,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  that  the  dele- 
gates, for  the  town,  do,  for  us,  and  in  the  name  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth, 
ratify  and  accede  to,  in  the  present  meeting  of  the  Convention,  the  aforesaid 
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Constitution,  and  that  they  do  not  agree  to  any  other  or  further  adjourn- 
ment, but  bring  the  decision  thereon  to  as  speedy  a  condusion  as  possible. 
Voted  and  Resolved,  That  one  copy  of  these  proceedings  of  this 
town  meeting,  be  delivered  to  Burriugton  Anthony,  Esq.,  for  the  use  of  our 
delegates,  aod  that  Samuel  Elam  be  appointed  to  deliver  another  copy  to  the 
President  of  the  Convention,  in  order  that  our  sentiments  on  this  head  may 
be  more  generally  known  ;  and  the  town  clerk  is  ordered  to  certify  the 
same. 

A  true  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  town  meeting :  witness, 

ABRAHAM  ANTHONY,  Jr.,  Town  Clerk. 

The  journal  of  the  Secretary  continues  : — 

This  day  Mr.  Elisha  Barker  produced  a  certificate  from  the  town  of  Mid- 
dletown,  certifying  that  he  is  chosen  a  member  to  represent  said  town  in  this 
Convention,  in  the  room  of  William  Peckham,  Jr.,  who  has  resigned,  where- 
upon he  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Bourne  then  moved  for  the  grand  question  of  adopting  or  rejecting 
the  federal  government,  which  was  seconded  by  Gov.  Bowen. 

The  question  being  put  at  twenty  minutes  past  5  P.  M.,  it  passed  in  the 
afl5rmative,  thirty-four  members  voting  for  the  adoption,  and  thirty-two 
against  it. 

Voted,  that  the  bill  ratifying  and  adopting  the  Federal  Constitution  with 
the  Amendments  that  were  reported  by  the  committee  be,  and  the  same  is, 
approved  by  this  Convention. 

The  Chronicle  gives  the  names  and  votes  of  the  members, 
and  the  absentees,  as  follows  : — 

Ayes. 
newport.  portsmouth. 

George  Hazard,  Burrington  Anthony, 

Henry  Marchant,  Peter  Barker. 
George  Champlin,  Warwick. 

Peleg  Clarke,  Benjamin  Arnold,  Jr., 

William  Tripp,  Christopher  Greene,  Jr. 
George  Sears.  westerly. 

PROVIDENCE.  Walter  White, 

Jabez  Bowen,  George  Stillman. 
Benjamin  Bourn,  jamestown. 

William  Barton,  Benjamin  Remiugtoa, 

John  I.  Clarke.  Nicholas  Carr. 
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MIDDLETOWN. 

Joshua  Barker, 
Elisha  Barker. 

BRISTOL. 

William  Bradford, 
Shearjashub  Bourne. 

TIVERTON. 

Isaac  Manchester, 
Abraham  Barker. 

LITTLE  COMPTON. 

John  Davis, 
William  Ladd, 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Giles  Slocum. 

WARWICK, 

Thomas  Rice, 
Gideon  Arnold. 

NORTH  KINGSTOWN. 

William  Congdon, 
Bowen  Card, 

SOUTH  KINGSTOWN. 

Samuel  J.  Potter, 
Jonathan  J.  Hazard. 

EAST  GREENWICH. 

Job  Comstock, 
Pardon  Mawuey, 

SMITHFIELD. 

Andrew  Waterman, 
John  Sayles. 

SCITUATE. 

James  Aldrich, 
Nathan  Bates. 

GLOCESTEB. 

Stephen  Steere. 

CHARLESTOWN. 

Joseph  Stanton,  Jr., 
Thomas  Hoxsie. 


Nays. 


WARREN. 

Benjamin  Bosworth, 
Samuel  Pearce, 

CUMBERLAND. 

John  S.  Dexter, 
Levi  Ballon. 

HOPKINTON. 

John  Brown, 
Jesse  Maxson. 

BARRINGTON. 

Thomas  Allen, 
Samuel  Allen. 

WEST  GREENWICH. 

William  Nichols, 
William  Matteso.n. 

COVENTRY. 

Benjamin  Arnold, 
Job  Greene. 

EXETER. 

Joseph  Reynolds, 
Job  Wilcox. 

RICHMOND. 

James  Sheldon, 
Thomas  James. 

CRANSTON. 

Peter  Stone, 
Jonathan  Sprague,  Jr. 

JOHNSTON. 

Noah  Mathewson, 
William  B.  King. 

NORTH  PROVIDENCE. 

Elisha  Brown, 
Esek  Esten. 

FOSTER. 

William  Howard. 
John  Williams. 


Absent. 
Portsmouth. — Job  Durfee. 
New  Shoreham. — Edward  Hull,  Ray  Sands. 
In  the  Chair. — Glocester. — Daniel  Owen. 
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The  Journal  of  the  Secretary  goes  on  : — 

It  is  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  amendments  agreed  to  by  Con- 
gress in  March,  1789,  and  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states, 
except  the  second  article  thereof,  be  recommended  by  this  Convention  to  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  for  their  ratification,  pursuant  to  the  fifth  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  Voted  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  pre- 
sented to  the  President  for  the  candor  and  impartiality  with  whicli  he  has 
discharged  the  office  of  President. 

Resolved,  That  three  hundred  copies  of  the  Ratification  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  of  America  by  the  Convention  of  this  State,  includ- 
ing the  Bill  of  Rights  and  the  amendments,  be  printed  ;  and  that  one  copy 
be  sent  to  each  member  of  this  Convention,  one  to  each  town  clerk,  and  one 
to  each  member  of  the  upper  and  lower  Houses  of  Assembly,  for  the  gene- 
ral information  of  the  people,  and  that  they  be  sent  to  the  sheriffs  of  the 
different  counties  to  be  distributed. 

It  is  Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  presented  to  the  rev- 
erend clergy  who  have  officiated  at  this  Convention,  for  their  attendance  and 
good  offices. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

Among  the  papers  found  with  the  Journal  of  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Updike,  there  is  no  copy  of  the  formal  vote  of  Ratifi- 
cation, though  there  are  several  imperfect  copies.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  copy  of  the  Ratification  as  printed  and  circulated  : — 

By  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 

Plantatkjns. 

"We,  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  duly  elected  and  met  in  Convention,  having  maturely 
considered  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America,  agreed  to  on 
the  17th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  by  .the  Convention  then  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  (a  copy  whereof  precedes  these  presents,) 
and  having  also  seriously  and  deliberately  considered  the  present  situation 
of  this  State,  do  declare  and  make  known  : — 

1.  That  there  are  certain  natural  rights,  of  which  men,  when  they 
form  a  social  compact,  cannot  deprive  or  divest  their  posterity,  among 
which  are  the  enjoyments  of  life  and  liberty,  with  the  means  of  acquiring, 
possessing  and  protecting  property,  and  pursuing  and  obtaining  happiness 
and  safety. 


i 


RATIFICATION    OF    THE    CONSTITUTION.  675 

2.  That  all  power  is  naturally  vested  in  aud  consequently  derived  from 
the  people  ;  that  magistrates,  therefore,  are  their  trustees  and  agents,  and, 
at  all  times,  amenable  to  them. 

3.  That  the  powers  of  civil  government  may  be  re-assumed  by  the  peo- 
ple, whensoever  it  shall  become  necessary  for  their  happiness.  That  the 
rights  of  the  states  respectively,  to  nominate  and  appoint  all  state  officers, 
and  every  other  power,  jurisdiction  and  right,  which  is  not  by  said  Con- 
stitution clearly  delegated  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the 
departments  of  government  thereof,  remain  to  the  people  of  the  several 
states,  or  their  respective  state  governments,  to  whom  they  may  have 
granted  the  same  ;  and  that  those  clauses  in  the  said  Constitution,  which 
declare  that  Congress  shall  not  have  or  exercise  certain  powers,  do  not  im- 
ply that  Congress  is  entitled  to  any  powers  not  given  by  the  said  Constitu- 
tion, but  such  clauses  are  not  to  be  construed  either  as  exceptions  to  certain 
specified  powers,  or  as  inserted  merely  for  greater  caution. 

4.  That  religion,  or  the  duty  which  v/e  owe  to  our  Creator,  and  the 
manner  of  discharging  it,  can  be  directed  only  by  reason  and  conviction, 
not  by  force  or  violence,  and  therefore  all  men  have  an  equal,  natural  and 
unalienable  right  to  the  free  exercise  of  religion,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  conscience  ;  and  that  no  particular  religion,  sect  or  society  ought  to  be 
favored  or  established,  by  law,  in  preference  to  others 

5.  That  the  legislative,  executive  and  judiciary  powers  of  government, 
should  be  separate  and  distinct ;  and  that  the  members  of  the  two  first  may 
be  restrained  from  oppression,  by  feeling  and  participating  the  public  bur- 
dens, they  should,  at  fixed  periods,  be  reduced  to  a  private  station,  return 
into  the  mass  of  the  people,  and  the  vacancies  be  supplied  by  certain  and 
regular  elections,  in  which  all  or  any  part  of  the  former  members  to  be 
eligible  or  ineligible,  as  the  rules  of  the  constitution  of  government  and 
the  laws  shall  direct. 

6.  That  elections  of  representatives  in  the  legislature  ought  to  be  free 
and  frequent,  and  all  men  having  sufficient  evidence  of  permanent  common 
interest  with,  aud  attachment  to,  the  community,  ought  to  have  the  right 
of  suffrage  ;  and  no  aid,  charge,  tax  or  fee,  can  be  set,  rated  or  levied  up- 
on the  people  without  their  own  consent,  or  that  of  their  representatives  so 
elected,  nor  can  they  be  bound  by  any  law,  to  which  they  have  not  in  like 
manner  assented,  for  the  public  good. 

7.  That  all  power  of  suspending  laws,  or  the  execution  of  laws,  by 
any  authority,  without  the  consent  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  the 
legislature,  is  injurious  to  their  rights,  and  ought  not  to  be  exercised. 

8.  That  in  all  capital  and  criminal  prosecutions,  a  man  hath  a  right  to 
demand  the   cause  and  nature  of  his  accusation,  to  be  confronted  with  the 
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accusers  and  witnesses,  to  call  for  evidence  and  be  allowed  counsel  in  his 
favor,  and  to  a  fair  and  speedy  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  his  vicinage, 
without  whose  unanimous  consent  he  cannot  be  found  guilty,  (except  in 
the  government  of  the  land  and  naval  forces,)  nor  can  he  be  compelled  to 
give  evidence  against  himself. 

9.  That  no  freeman  ought  to  be  taken,  imprisoned  or  disseized  of  his 
freehold,  liberties,  privileges  or  franchises,  or  outlawed,  or  exiled,  or  in 
any  manner  destroyed  or  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty  or  property,  but  by 
the  trial  by  jury,  or  by  the  law  of  the  laud. 

10.  That  every  freeman  restrained  of  his  liberty,  is  entitled  to  a  reme- 
dy to  inquire  into  the  lawfulness  thereof,  and  to  remove  the  same  if  un- 
lawful, and  that  such  remedy  ought  not  to  be  denied  or  delayed. 

11.  That  in  controversies  respecting  property,  and  in  suits  between  man 
and  man,  the  ancient  trial  by  jury,  as  hath  been  exercised  by  us  and  our 
ancestors,  from  the  time  whereof  the  memory  of  man  is  not  to  the  contrary, 
is  one  of  the  greatest  securities  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  ought  to 
remain  sacred  and  inviolate. 

12.  That  every  freeman  ought  to  obtain  right  and  justice,  freely  and 
without  sale,  completely  and  without  denial,  promptly  and  without  delay ; 
and  that  all  establishments  or  regulations  contravening  these  rights,  are 
oppressive  and  unjust. 

13.  That  excessive  bail  ought  not  to  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines 
imposed,  nor  cruel  or  unusual  punishments  inflicted. 

14.  That  every  person  has  a  right  to  be  secure  from  all  unreasonable 
searches  and  seizures  of  his  person,  his  papers  or  his  property  ;  and,  there- 
fore, that  all  warrants  to  search  suspected  places,  or  seize  any  person,  his 
papers  or  property,  Avithout  information  upon  oath  or  affirmation  of  suffici- 
ent cause,  are  grevious  and  oppressive  ;  and  that  all  general  warrants  (or 
such,  in  which  the  place  or  person  suspected,  are  not  particularly  desig- 
nated,) are  dangerous,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

15.  That  the  people  have  a  right  peaceably  to  assemble  together,  to 
consult  for  their  common  good,  or  to  instruct  their  representatives  ;  and 
that  every  person  has  a  right  to  petition  or  apply  to  the  legislature  for  re- 
dress of  grievances. 

16.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  freedom  of  speech,  and  of  Avriting 
and  publishing  their  sentiments.  That  freedom  of  the  press  is  one  of  the 
greatest  bulwarks  of  liberty,  and  ought  not  to  be  violated. 

17.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  keep  and  bear  arms  ;  that  a  well 
regulated  militia,  including  the  body  of  the  people  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
is  the  proper,  natural  and  safe  defense  of  a  free  state  ;  that  the  militia 
shall  not  be  subject  to  martial  law,  except  in  time  of  war,  rebellion  or  in- 
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surrection  ;  that  staDding  armies  in  time  of  peace  are  dangerous  to  liberty, 
and  ought  not  to  be  kept  up,  except  in  case  of  necessity ;  and  that  at  all 
times  the  military  should  be  under  strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power  ; 
that  in  time  of  peace  no  soldier  ought  to  be  quartered  in  any  house  without 
the  consent  of  the  owner,  and  in  time  of  war  only  by  the  civil  magistrate, 
in  such  manner  as  the  law  directs. 

18.  That  any  person  religiously  scrupulous  of  bearing  arms  ought  to 
be  exempted,  upon  the  payment  of  an  equivalent  to  employ  another  to  bear 
arms  in  his  stead. 

Under  these  impressions  and  declaring  that  the  rights  aforesaid  cannot  be 
abridged  or  violated,  and  that  the  explanations  aforesaid  are  consistent  with 
the  said  Constitution,  and  in  confidence  that  the  amendments  hereinafter 
mentioned  will  receive  an  early  and  mature  consideration  and  conformably 
to  the  fifth  article  of  said  Constitution,  speedily  become  a  part  thereof, 
we,  the  said  delegates,  in  the  name  and  in  the  behalf  of  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  do,  by  these  presents, 
assent  to  and  ratify  the  said  Constitution  ;  in  full  confidence,  nevertheless, 
that  until  the  amendments  hereafter  proposed,  shall  be  agreed  to  and  rati- 
fied, pursuant  to  the  aforesaid  fifth  article,  the  militia  of  this  State  will  not 
be  continued  in  service  out  of  this  State  for  a  longer  term  than  six  weeks 
without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  thereof ;  that  the  Congress  will  not 
make  or  alter  any  regulation  in  this  State  respecting  the  times,  places  and 
manner  of  holding  elections  for  senators  or  representatives,  unless  the  Leg- 
islature of  th'S  State  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  laws  or  regulations  for 
the  piirpose,  or  from  any  circumstance  be  incapable  of  making  the  same ; 
and  that,  in  those  cases,  such  power  will  only  be  exercised  until  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  State  shall  make  provision  in  the  premises  ;  that  the  Congress 
will  not  lay  direct  taxes  within  this  State,  but  when  the  moneys  arising 
from  the  impost,  tonnage  and  excise  shall  be  insufficient  for  the  public  exigen- 
cies, nor  until  the  Congress  shall  have  first  made  a  requisition  upon  this 
State  to  assess,  levy  and  pay. to  the  amount  of  such  requisition  made  agree- 
ably to  the  census  fixed  in  the  said  Constitution  in  such  way  and  manner 
as  the  Legislature  of  this  State  shall  judge  best,  and  that  the  Congress  will 
not  lay  any  capitation  or  poll  tax. 

Done  in  Convention  at  Newport,  in  the  county  of  Newport,  in  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  the  29th  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  and  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

By  order  of  the  Convention  : 

Signed,  DANIEL  OWEN,  President. 

Attest,     Daniel  Updike,  Secretary. 
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And  the  Convention  do,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantation's,  enjoin  it  upon  their  senators 
and  representative  or  representatives,  which  may  be  elected  to  represent  this 
State  in  Congress,  to  exert  all  their  influence  and  use  all  reasonable  means 
to  obtain  a  ratification  of  the  following  amendments  to  the  said  Constitu- 
tion in  the  manner  prescribed  therein,  and  in  all  laws  to  be  passed  by  the 
Congress  in  the  mean  time  to  conform  to  the  spirit  of  the  said  amendments 
as  far  as  the  Constitution  will  admit, 

AMENDMENTS. 

1.  The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  each  state  its  sovereignty,  free- 
dom and  independence,  and  every  power,  jurisdiction  and  right  which  is 
not  by  this  Constitution  expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States. 

2.  That  Congress  shall  not  alter,  modify,  or  interfere  in  the  times,  places, 
or  manner  of  holding  elections  for  senators  and  representatives,  or  either  of 
them,  except  when  the  legislature  of  any  state  shall  neglect,  refuse,  or  be 
disabled  by  invasion,  or  rebellion,  to  prescribe  the  same,  or  in  case  when 
the  provision  made  by  the  state  is  so  imperfect  as  that  uo  consequent  elec- 
tion is  had,  and  then  only  until  the  Icgisilature  of  such  state  shall  make  pro- 
vision in  the  jiremises. 

3.  It  is  declared  by  the  Convention,  that  the  judicial  power  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  cases  in  which  a  state  may  be  a  party,  does  not  extend  to 
criminal  prosecutions,  or  to  authorize  any  suit  by  any  person  against  a  state  ; 
but  to  remove  all  doubts  or  controversies  respecting  the  same,  that  it  be 
especially  expressed  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that 
Congress  shall  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  either  by  themselves,  or  through 
the  judiciary,  interfere  with  any  one  of  the  states,  in  the  redemption  of  paper 
money  already  emitted,  and  now  in  circulation,  or  in  liquidating  or  dis- 
charging the  public  securities  of  any  one  state  ;  that  each  and  every  state 
shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of  making  such  laws  and  regulations  for  the 
before  mentioned  purpose  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

4.  That  no  amendments  to  the  Coustitution  of  the  United  States,  here- 
after to  be  made,  pursuant  to  the  fifth  article,  shall  take  effect,  or  become  a 
part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  after  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  without  the  consent  of  eleven  of  the  states 
heretofore  united  under  the  confederation. 

5.  That  the  judicial  powers  of  the  United  States  shall  extend  to  no  pos- 
sible case  where  the  cause  of  action  shall  have  originated  before  the  ratifi- 
cation of  this  Constitution  ;  except  in  disputes  between  states  about  their 
territory,  disputes  between  persons  claiming  lands  under  grants  of  different 
states,  and  debts  due  to  the  United  States. 

6.  That  no  person  shall  be  compelled  to  do  military  duty  other  than  by 
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voluntary  enlistment,  except  in  cases  of  general  invasion  ;  anything  in  the 
second  paragraph  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  Constitution,  or  any  law  made 
under  the  Constitution,  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 

7.  That  no  capitation  or  poll  tax  shall  ever  be  laid  by  Congress. 

8.  In  cases  of  direct  taxes,  Congress  shall  first  make  requisitions  on  the 
several  states  to  assess,  levy,  and  pay  their  respective  proportions  of  such 
requisitions,  in  such  way  and  manner  as  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
states  shall  judge  best ;  and  in  case  any  state  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay 
its  proportion  pursuant  to  such  requisition,  then  Congress  may  assess  and 
levy  such  state's  proportion,  together  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  from  the  time  prescribed  in  such  requisition. 

9.  •  That  Congress  shall  lay  no  direct  taxes  without  the  consent  of  the 
legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  states  in  the  Union. 

10.  That  the  journals  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  shall  be  published  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  at  least 
once  in  every  year  ;  except  such  parts  thereof  relating  to  treaties,  alliances, 
or  military  operations,  as  in  their  judgment  require  secrecy. 

11.  That  regular  statements  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  pub- 
lic money  shall  be  published  at  least  once  a  year. 

12.  As  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace  are  dangerous  to  liberty, 
and  ought  not  to  be  kept  up,  except  in  cases  of  necessity,  and  as  at  all  times 
the  military  should  be  under  strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power,  that 
therefore,  no  standing  army  or  regular  troops  shall  be  raised  or  kept  up  in 
time  of  pecce. 

13.  That  no  moneys  be  borrowed  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
without  the  assent  of  two-thirds  the  senators  and  representatives  present 
in  each  house. 

14.  That  the  Congress  shall  not  declare  war  without  the  concurrence 
of  two-thirds  the  senators  and  representatives  present  in  each  house. 

15.  That  the  words  "  without  the  consent  of  Congress,"  in  the  seventh 
clause  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  be  ex- 
punged. 

16.  That  no  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  shall  hold 
any  other  office  under  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them  ;  nor  shall  any 
officer  appointed  by  Congress,  or  by  the  ]'resident  and  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  be  permitted  to  hold  any  office  under  the  appointment  of  any  of  the 
states. 

17.  As  a  traffic  tending  to  establish  or  continue  the  slavery  of  any  part 
of  the  human  species,  is  disgraceful  to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  humanity, 
that  Congress  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  promote  and  establish  such  laws  and 
regulations  as  may  effectually  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves  of  every 
description,  into  the  United  States. 
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18.  That  the  state  legislatures  have  power  to  recall,  when  they  think  it 
expedient,  their  federal  senators  and  to  send  others  in  their  stead. 

19.  That  Congress  have  power  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  inhabi- 
tancy or  settlement  of  the  poor  of  different  states,  throughout  the  United 
States. 

20.  That  Congress  erect  no  company  with  exclusive  advantages  of  com- 
merce. 

21.  That  when  two  members  shall  move,  or  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  any  question,  they  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  houses  respec- 
tively. 

Done  in  Convention,  at  Newport,  in  the  county  of  Newport,  in  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  the  29th  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred   and  ninety,  and  the  four- 
teenth year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
By  order  of  the  Convention  :  signed, 

DANIEL  OWEN,  President. 
Attest,    Daniel  Updike,  Secretary. 

The  Providence  Gazette^  June  5th,  contains  the  following 
remarks : — 

Saturday  night,  at  11  o'clock,  an  express  arrived  in  town  from  Newport 
with  the  important  intelligence,  that  the  Convention,  of  this  State,  had  rati- 
fied the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Then  giving  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  ratifica- 
tion, it  adds : — 

This  pleasing  and  most  interesting  event,  was  immediately  announced  by 
the  ringing  of  beUs,  firing  salutes  from  the  artillery,  on  Federal  Hill,  and 
the  ship  Warren,  Captain  Sheldon,  lately  arrived  from  India.  The  next 
day,  the  delegates  for  this  town  returned  from  Newport,  and  on  their  land- 
ing were  saluted  by  a  discharge  of  thirteen  cannon. 

Many  more  members  of  the  Convention  were  convinced  of  the  propriety 
of  so  adopting  the  Constitution,  and  the  majority  would,  it  appears,  have  been 
much  larger,  had  not  a  number  of  the  members  been  restricted  by  instruc- 
tions. Had  it  been  compatible  Avith  the  public  good  to  have  adjourned  the 
decision  for  a  short  time  only,  these  instructions  would,  undoubtedly,  have 
been  reversed ;  but  as  there  was  a  majority  for  the  adoption,  and  the  situa- 
tion of  the  State  extremely  critical,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  take  the 
question.     The  President  of  the  Convention,  distinguished  himself  for  his 
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impartiality  and  decision,  as  did  the  members  for  their  candor  and  modera- 
tion. 

During  the  session  of  Congress,  on  the  first  day  of  June, 
President  "Washington  transmitted  to  that  body  a  special 
message,  stating  that  he  had  received  official  information  of 
the  ratification  and  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  by  this 
State,  and  congratulating  Congress  on  the  event.  The  fol- 
lowing letter,  from  the  President  of  the  Convention,  accom- 
panied the  message  : — 


Newport,  May  29,  1790. 

Sir. — I  have  the  pleasing  satisfaction  of  informing  your  Excellency,  that 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America  was  this  day  ratified 
and  adopted  by  the  Convention  of  the  people  of  this  State,  agreeably  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  General  Convention  assembled  at  Philadelphia, 
and  the  consequent  resolution  of  Congress  thereon. 

The  lower  House  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  at  their  ses- 
sion the  former  part  of  this  month,  passed  a  resolution,  requesting  his  Ex- 
cellency, the  Governor,  in  case  the  Constitution  should  be  adopted  by  the 
Convention,  to  call  the  Assembly  together,  by  warrant,  as  soon  after  the 
adoption  as  might  be,  for  the  special  purpose  of  electing  Senators  and  tak- 
ing measures  for  a  representation  of  the  people  of  this  State  in  Congress.  I 
can,  therefore,  assure  your  Excellency,  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  not 
to  exceed  sixteen,  the  Legislature  will  be  assembled,  either  by  special  war- 
rant, or  pursuant  to  their  adjournment,  on  the  second  Monday  in  June, 
when,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt,  the  senators  will  be  imtnediately  appointed, 
and  the  State  represented  in  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  Constitution,  as 
soon  as  the  elections  can  be  accomplished. 

The  Eatitication  of  the  Constitution  will  be  made  out  and  forwarded  by 
way  of  the  post  office  with  all  possible  expedition. 

Colonel  William  Barton,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Convention,  will 
have  the  honor  of  delivering  this  letter. 

With  the  highest  sentiments  of  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  OWEN,  President. 

To  the  President  of  the  L^nited  States. 

The  Assembly  were  called  together  in  a  special  session, 
on  Monday  the   7th  day  of  June,  when  the  Governor  and 
u 
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members  of  the  Assembly,  and  the  general  officers,  took  the 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution. 

At  the  same  session,  the  Assembly,  in  accordance  with 
the  vote  of  the  Convention,  ratified  eleven  of  the  twelve 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  which  had  been  agreed  to 
by  Congress  at  their  first  session  in  March,  1789.  The 
other  amendment,  which  related  to  the  compensation  of 
senators  and  representatives  in  Congress,  was  not  assented 
to  by  this  State.  Ten  of  the  amendments  assented  to,  are 
the  first  ten  that  follow  the  Constitution  in  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes of  this  State.  The  other  one  assented  to  by  this  State, 
did  not  receive  the  assent  of  three-fourths  of  the  states.  It 
related  to  the  ratio  of  representation  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. 

The  legislature  at  the  same  session,  elected  senators  to 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  the  First  Congress, 
Theodore  Foster,  of  Providence,  and  Joseph  Stanton,  of 
Charlestown.  They  took  their  seats  in  that  body  on  the 
25th  of  June.  In  drawing  lots  for  their  respective  classes, 
Mr.  Stanton  drew  that  for  four  years,  and  Mr.  Foster  that  for 
two  years,  from  March  4,  1789. 

An  act  was  passed  for  the  election  of  a  representative,  by 
the  people  of  the  State,  at  their  August  town  meetings.  At 
this  election,  Benjamin  Bourn,  of  Providence,  was  the  suc« 
cessful  candidate. 

The  Pre^sident  of  the  United  States,  about  the  first  of  July, 
appointed  Hon.  Henry  Marchant,  District  Judge,  William 
Channing,  District  Attorney,  and  AVilliam  Peck,  Marshal, 
of  the  District  of  Rhode  Island.  Collectors  and  other 
ofiicers  of  the  Customs,  and  Postmasters  were  soon  after  ap- 
pointed, so  that  the  State  was  fully  officered  for  a  successful 
commencement  of  her  career,  as  one  of  the  United  States 
under  the  present  Constitution. 

The  General  Assembly,  at  their  October  session,  appointed 
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David  Howell  and  Benjamin  Bourn,  and  Henry  Ward, 
Secretary  of  State,  to  prepare  "  an  address,  in  the  name  of 
the  General  Assembly,  to  be  presented  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,"  who  subsequently  reported  the  follow- 
ing, which  was  adopted  : — 

At  this  earliest  stated  meeting  of  the  legislature,  since  the  accession  of 
this  State,  which  completed  the  Federal  Union,  we  cannot  omit  to  express 
our  congratulations  on  your  election,  by  the  free  suffrage  of  the  citizens  of 
this  great  Confederated  Republic,  to  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate  thereof. 
The  citizens  of  this  State,  be  assured,  Sir,  participate  largely  in  the  gen- 
eral joy,  that  the  United  States  in  time  of  peace,  still  remain  under  the 
fostering  hand  that  lead  them  successfully  through  a  long  and  arduous  war. 
Attached,  as  we  have  been,  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  mankind  from  the 
first  settlement  made  on  these  shores,  we  cannot  fail  to  cooperate,  in  all 
just  measures,  to  secure  them  to  the  people  of  this  country,  now  happily 
united  under  an  efficient  and  well-balanced  Federal  Government.  In  pro- 
moting to  places  of  trust  and  emolument,  in  the  Executive  department,  the 
wisest  and  best  men,  you  have  pursued  the  example  of  the  people  in  the 
election  of  the  National  Legislature. 

Under  such  a  Constitution  and  such  an  administration,  we  cannot  but  flat- 
ter ourselves  with  the  hope  of  prosperity  in  our  commerce,  agricultui'e  and 
manufactures,  and  of  the  establishment  of  our  public  credit  and  national 
character.  With  a  greatful  warmth  of  affection,  permit  us  to  recognize  our 
sensibility  of  the  particular  honor  of  your  late  visit  to  this  State,  while  at 
the  same  time  we  offer  up  our  praises  to  the  Almighty  God,  by  Avhose  kind 
Providence  you  had  then  been  recently  restored  to  health,  that  He  may  still 
have  you  under  His  holy  keeping,  and,  aft^-  a  very  long  and  useful  life, 
confer  on  you  the  rewards  of  virtue,  Avhich  is  our  fervent  prayer. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  a  compromise 
of  conflicting  feeling  and  interest.  The  Convention  that 
formed  it,  was  appointed  for  the  express  "  purpose  of  revis- 
ing the  Articles  of  Confederation."  From  the  day  of  their 
first  meeting,  the  second  Monday  in  May,  1787,  up  to  the 
19th  day  of  .Tune  following,  they  were  sedulously  engaged  in 
attempting  to  perform  that  duty.  Being  unable  to  agree 
upon  the  amendments  required  in  that  instrument  to  render 
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it  efficient,  on  that  day,  by  a  vote  of  seven  states  against  three, 
and  one  divided,  they  resolved  to  form  an  entirely  new  sys- 
tem. This  they  found  to  be  a  work  of  great  labor.  After  a 
session  of  about  three  months  they  agreed  upon  the  present 
Constitution. 

The  Convention  was  far  from  being  unanimous  in  its  favor. 
Only  thirty-nine  out  of  the  sixty-one  members  elected  to  the 
Convention,  signed  it.  Many  of  these  held  the  opinions  express- 
ed by  Dr.  Franklin  when  he  affixed  his  signature  to  it.  "I  con- 
sent," said  he,  "  to  this  Constitution,  because  I  expect  no  bet- 
ter, and  because  I  am  not  sure  it  is  not  the  best.  The  opin- 
ions I  have  held  of  its  errors,  I  sacrifice  to  the  public  good. 
I  have  never  whispered  a  syllable  of  them  abroad ;  within 
these  walls  they  were  born  and  here  they  shall  die."  Wash- 
ington approved  it  and  that  secured  it  many  friends. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  far  from  being  unan- 
imously in  favor  of  adopting  the  Constitution,  after  it  was 
reported  by  the  Convention.  In  almost  every  state  conven- 
tion to  which  it  was  submitted,  it  was  opposed  by  some  of 
the  members.  It  was  first  acted  upon  by  the  Convention 
of  Delaware  and  adopted  unanimously,  December  7,  1787; 
then  by  Pennsylvania,  and  there  adopted  by  a  vote  of  forty- 
six  to  twenty-three,  December  r2th  ;  then  by  New  Jersey 
unanimously,  December  18 ;  then  by  Georgia  unanimously, 
January  2,  1788;  by  Connecticut.  January  9,  by  a  vote  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  to  forty  ;  by  Massachusetts, 
February  7,  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  to  one  hundred 
and  sixty-eight ;  by  Maryland,  April  28,  sixty-three  to  eleven; 
by  South  Carolina,  May  23,  one  hundred  and  forty  to  seventy- 
three  ;  by  New  Hampshire,  June  21,  fifty-seven  to  forty-six; 
by  Virginia,  June  26,  eighty-nine  to  seventy-nine;  by  New. 
York,  July  26,  thu'ty  to  twenty-seven ;  by  North  Carolina, 
November  21,  1789,  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  to  seven- 
ty-five, and  last  of  all,  by  Khode  Island,  May  29,  1790,  thirty- 
four  to  thirty-two. 
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The  long  delay  on  the  part  of  this  State  has  subjected  her 
to  violent  animadversion  from  many  writers.  No  sufficient 
apology  can  be  offered  for  the  neglect  of  the  Legislature  in 
not  providing,  at  a  much  earlier  date,  for  the  calling  of  a 
Convention  to  decide  upon  it,  in  accordance  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  general  Convention  that  framed  the  Constitution. 
It  may  be  that  the  opponents  of  the  Constitution  having  an 
acknowledged  ascendency  in  the  State,  feared  to  reject  it. 
It  is  evident  they  could  have  done  this  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Convention,  but  then  as  before  in  the  General  Assembly, 
the  line  of  policy  pursued,  was  to  postpone  action  on  the  sub- 
ject. Let  it  be  remembered,  that  from  May,  1776,  Rhode 
Island  was  a  sovereign  State,  the  arbiter  of  her  own  destiny, 
accountable  neither  to  her  neighbor  states,  nor  to  any  of  her 
sister  states.  She  violated  no  right  of  theirs,  she  neglected  no 
duty  of  hers,  in  not  ratifying  the  Constitution,  or  in  not  act- 
ing upon  the  question.  She  was  under  no  obligation  to  rat- 
ify it.  She,  with  her  sister  states,  had  adopted  the  Articles 
of  Confederation.  She,  with  them,  had  solemnly  agreed  that 
those  Articles  should  be  of  perpetual  obligation.  She  with 
them,  and  they  with  her,  had  plighted  faith  that  these  Arti- 
cles should  not  be  altered  or  amended  but  by  her  and  their 
unanimous  consent.  Rhode  Island  adhered  to  her  solemn 
agreement.  She  kept  inviolate  her  plighted  faith.  They,  on 
the  contrary,  set  aside  and  nullified  the  Articles  of  Confede- 
ration and  adopted  a  new  Constitution,  alterable  as  well  as 
amendable,  by  the  vote  of  three-fourths  of  the  states  ;  and 
further,  they  agreed  that  the  new  Constitution  should  go 
into  operation  when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  states. 
They  thus  broke  faith  with  Rhode  Island,  and  gave  her  just 
cause  of  suspicion  and  offence  by  so  doing.  Granted  it  may 
be,  that  the  Articles  of  Confederation  were  insufficient, 
and  that  the  present  Constitution  is  infinitely  the  better  sys- 
tem, it  will  still  remain  a  fact  incontrovertible,  that  Rhode 
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Island  did  no  wrong  to  her  sister  states  by  delaying  to  adopt 
it,  but  that  they  did  her  a  wrong  by  their  breach  of  faith,  by 
their  agreeing  to  put  it  in  operation,  and  by  putting  it  in  ope- 
ration before  it  was  unanimously  ratified. 

What  occasioned  this  delay,  what  produced  this  violent 
opposition  to  the  Constitution  in  this  State  ?  How  hap- 
pened it  that  "  she  who  was  first  in  the  fight  was  last  at  the 
feast  r 

One  thing  is  certain,  it  did  not  arise  from  any  opposition 
to  a  union  of  the  states.  Rhode  Island  was  among  the  first 
to  propose  a  union.  The  peculiar  position  and  small  ex- 
tent of  her  territory  might  well  have  suggested  such  a  meas- 
ure, as  one  essential  to  her  safety.  Her  delegates  in  Congress 
at  a  very  early  period,  were  instructed  to  advocate  an  annual 
Congress  as  the  means  of  preserving  that  Union.  The  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  on  the  9th  of  February,  1718,  empowered 
and  directed  her  delegates  in  Congress  to  sign  and  ratify 
"  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union."  Few 
states,  if  any,  acted  definitely  on  this  subject  at  so  early  a 
period.  But  these  "Articles"  left  her  sovereignty  intact.  Not 
so  the  new  Constitution,  that  required  the  surrender  of  some 
of  her  rights.  But  then,  those  that  were  surrendered  were 
accurately  defined.  Those  which  were  not  expressly  surren- 
dered were  retained,  and  were  declared  to  be  so  by  the  Con- 
stitution itself.  This  Rhode  Island  might  have  assented  to, 
but  the  Constitution  did  not  stop  here.  By  the  consent  of 
three-fourths  of  the  states,  a  further  portion  of  the  rights  of 
the  states,  yes,  all  that  remained  of  them  could  be  taken 
from  all  the  states,  and  conferred  on  the  newly  created  gov- 
ernment. Who  could  predict  what  alterations  and  amend- 
ments would  be  proposed  and  adopted  by  three-fourths  of 
the  states.  Rhode  Island  might  be  constitutionally  shovelled 
into  the  Atlantic,  as  some,  at  the  time,  said  she  ought  to  be, 
for  not  ratifying  the  Constitution.  Her  citizens  might  be  com- 
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pelled  to  surrender  their  heir-loom  of  soul  liberty.  She  saw 
how  her  sisters,  one  by  one,  deserted  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration, and  adopted  the  new  Constitution,  which  trenched 
on  the  sovereignty  of  the  states.  As  they  broke  their  plight- 
ed faith  in  so  doing,  had  not  Rhode  Island  cause  to  fear,  that 
if  she  put  it  into  the  power  of  three-fourths  of  the  states  to 
further  trench  on  that  sovereignty,  that  they  would  abuse 
the  power  so  granted?  How  could  it  be  expected  that  three- 
fourths  of  the  states  would  be  restrained  from  the  exercise 
of  a  right,  when  they  had  thus  exercised  the  power  without 
the  right,  and  against  the  right  1 

Rhode  Island  performed  the  duties  required  of  her  by 
Congress,  as  well  as  most  of  the  states.  No  one  could  boast 
of  a  perfect  performance  with  unfailing  promptness.  Let  it 
be  remembered  what  an  extent  of  sea  coast  this  State  has, 
which  was,  at  all  times,  exposed  to  the  British  fleet — that 
"  the  garden  of  the  Patent,"  the  island  of  Rhode  Island,  was 
for  a  long  time  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  to  guard  against 
whose  predatory  extairsions,  all  her  citizen  soldiery  were 
several  times  called  en  masse  into  the  field — that  before  the 
war  foreign  commerce  was  the  favorite  pursuit  of  her  inhab- 
itants, who  were  invited  to  it  by  her  noble  bays,  and  driven 
to  it  for  that  subsistence  which  her  meagre  soil  refused  to 
supply — that  she  had  no  wild  unsettled  lands  or  other  re- 
sources for  the  supply  of  ordinary  or  war  expenses,  or  the 
requisitions  of  Congress.  These  are  her  excuses  for  not 
promptly  complying  with  all  the  requisitions  of  Congress. 
It  was  her  want  of  means,  not  her  want  of  will,  which  enabled 
any  of  her  sister  states  to  gain  precedence  over  her  in  this 
respect.  She  forfeited  none  of  her  rights,  by  reason  of  her 
sharing  with  the  other  states  the  censures  of  Congress  for 
neglect  of  duty.  She  was  still  a  sovereign  state,  and  was 
unwilling  to  transmit  to  her  future  sons  either  this  sover- 
eignty impaired,  or  with  the  right  to  impair  it  vested  in 
three-fourth  of  her  sister  states. 


688  RHODE    ISLAND    AND   THE    CONSTITUTION. 

Again,  up  to  the  very  commencement  of  the  revolutionary 
contest,  this  Colony  had  been  rent  almost  in  twain  by  politi- 
cal parties,  of  which  Gov.  Hopkins  and  Gov.  Ward,  were 
the  respective  leaders.  That  contest  united  the  members  of 
these  parties  for  a  time.  When  peace  had  been  established, 
the  smouldering  embers  of  party  spirit  again  burst  forth  in- 
to vivid  flames,  in  the  paper  money,  or  country  party,  of 
1786,  1787,  1788  and  1789,  and  the  merchants,  or  town 
party,  that  opposed  the  issue  of  further  bills  of  credit  by  the 
State.  The  first  gained  ascendency  in  the  State  in  the 
spring  of  1786.  To  relieve  a  bankrupt  State  and  its  bank- 
rupt citizens,  they  issued  a  new  paper  currency.  To  force  it 
into  circulation  and  prevent  its  depreciation  in  value,  they 
resorted  to  legislation  of  more  than  doubtful  expediency. 
The  registered  debt  of  the  State,  enormous  in  amount  for  a 
state  with  no  resources  but  the  labor  of  its  citizens,  had,  of 
course,  centred  in  the  hands  of  the  merchants  and  wealthy 
part  of  the  community.  Little  of  it  remained  in  the  hands 
of  that  class  that  composed  the  "  country  party."  That  full 
payment  would  be  enforced,  if  the  Constitution  should  be 
adopted,  and  that  it  might  be  delayed  or  even  defeated,  if 
the  Constitution  should  be  defeated,  probably  had  more  in- 
fluence on  the  question  than  appeared  in  the  discussion  of  it. 
What  added  more  weight  to  the  arguments  of  the  country 
party  was,  the  fact,  that  much  of  this  debt  had  been  taken 
up  by  its  holders  at  a  greatly  depreciated  value.  That  party 
had  attempted  to  compel  the  holders  of  this  debt  to  ex- 
change the  evidences  of  it  for  the  paper  money,  issued  in 
May,  1786,  after  that  money  had  greatly  depreciated  in  value. 
Unjustfiable  as  this  proceeding  seems,  it  was  persisted  in, 
until  the  greater  part  of  that  debt  had  been  redeemed. 
Under  the  rule  of  the  paper  money  party  there  seemed  no 
other  way  of  receiving  any  value  for  the  State  debt.  Ihe 
debt  thus  became  changed,  and  was  represented  by  the  pa- 
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per  money  of  1786.  The  original  holders  of  the  old  debt, 
who,  on  comparison,  had  received  this  paper  money  for  it, 
were  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the  arrangement,  and  look- 
ed to  full  remuneration,  by  the  overthrow  of  the  party  that 
issued  it,  and  to  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  as  the 
means  of  securing  to  them  that  remuneration. 

The  friends  of  paper  money,  before  the  spring  elec- 
tion in  17^6,  had  enlisted  in  its  ranks  all  those  freemen  in 
the  State,  who  were  opposed  to  the  granting  of  more  power 
to  Congress.  The  men,  who,  in  February,  1786,  had  de- 
feated their  favorite  measure,  the  issuing  of  more  paper 
bills,  had,  at  that  session  and  in  the  one  held  in  March  fol- 
lowing, granted  to  Congress  a  five  per  cent,  impost  on  for- 
eign goods,  and  a  right  to  regulate  the  foreign  commerce  of 
the  States.  The  friends  of  paper  money,  and  the  opponents 
of  these  measures,  readily  coalesced.  iifter  joining  with 
the  friends  of  paper  money,  in  carrying  into  effect  their  fa- 
vorite measure,  in  return  they  received  the  support  of  the 
paper  money  men  against  any  aggrandisement  of  Congress. 
Assuming  the  name  of  the  paper  money  party,  they  all  fell, 
naturally,  into  line  with  the  opponents  of  the  Constitution  ; 
the  merchant  party,  as  naturally,  into  that  of  its  friends,  with 
partisan  feelings  intensified  by  private  interest. 

Again,  the  State  of  Ehode  Island  was  always  jealous  of 
the  other  states  and  colonies.  Its  origin  made  it  so.  Inci- 
dents in  its  progress  fostered  that  jealousy,  and  interwove  it 
with  the  fundamental  principles  of  its  government.  Antag- 
onistic to  the  other  colonies  in  origin,  action  and  mission, 
the  very  existence  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  in  early 
times,  required  this  jealousy.  They  measured  the  civil 
rights  of  the  individual  by  his  religious  profession.  They 
claimed  the  right  to  regulate  the  creed  as  well  as  the  con- 
duct of  their  inhabitants,  by  legal  pains  and  penalties.  This 
claim  originated  in  the  several  colonies,  afterward  combined 
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in  the  Colony  and  State  ot  Rhode  Island.  The  government  in 
them  from  the  outset,  assumed  to  regulate  civil  things  only. 
Their  inhabitants  denied  that  human  government  ought 
ever  to  assemble  to  do  more.  This  heresy  rendered  the  Col- 
ony of  Rhode  Island  obnoxous  to  its  neighbors;  A  decided 
belief  that  it  was  a  deadly  heresy  impelled  them  to  seek  its 
suppression.  A  contrary  belief,  as  decided,  pervaded  Rhode 
Island,  and  hence  the  jealousy  before  alluded  to.  It  appeared 
in  the  watchful  care  exhibited  from  the  commencement  of 
the  colony  to  prevent,  apd  frustrated  the  attempts  made  to 
diminish  its  territory  and  to  alter  its  distinctive  policy. 

It  M'as  distinctly  manifested  in  the  instructions  given  in 
1776,  to  its  delegates  in  Congress,  authorizing  them  to  unite 
with  the  other  Colonies  in  every  means  of  defence  against 
the  common  enemy,  charging  at  the  same  time,  "to  take  the 
greatest  care  to  secure  to  the  Colony  in  the  strongest  and 
most  perfect  manner  its  present  form  and  all  the  powers  of 
government  so  far  as  relates  to  the  internal  police  and  gov- 
ernment'of  our  own  affairs,  civil  and  religious."  The  same 
jealousy  of  interference  appears  also  in  the  instructions  to 
its  delegates  in  1782,  when  the  State  required  them  "  to 
use  their  utmost  exertions  to  prevent  any  infringement  of  the 
sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  State."  The  discussion 
of  State  rights  in  1782  and  1783,  by  the  delegates  in  relation 
to  the  grant  of  the  Five  per  cent.  Impost,  gave  new  impulse 
and  power  to  this  jealousy.  The  proceedings  of  Congress 
against  their  delegates  in  those  years,  the  result  undoubtedly, 
of  their  outspoken  sentiments  on  this  subject,  added  strength 
and  poignancy  to  their  arguments  with  their  constituents. 
The  men  in  this  State  who  listened  to  them,  treasured  them 
up  and  repeated  them  during  the  discussion  on  the  merits  of 
the  new  Constitution.  On  that  question  the  jealousy  of 
other  states  had  its  influence. 

Further.     The  government  of  Rhode  Island,  both  colonial 
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and  state,  up  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  was  pecul- 
iar and  somewhat  patriarchal  in  its  character.  No  officers 
held  office  longer  than  one  year  by  one  election.  No  sala- 
ries were  so  large  as  to  make  any  office  the  object  as  well  of 
avarice  as  ambition.  The  duties  of  all  officers  w^ere  gene- 
rally discharged  with  less  regard  to  form,  than  to  substantial 
justice  and  the  good  of  the  community.  Delegated  power 
was  effectually  checked  by  low  salaries  and  frequent  elections. 
The  General  Assembly  was  as  omnipotent  as  the  British  Par- 
liament. But  the  annual  election  of  the  Governor  and  Sen- 
ate, and  the  semi-annual  election  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, insured  the  proper  use  of  their  omnipotence  by  shap- 
ing their  legislation  to  a  conformity  to  the  popular  will.  As 
this  system  originated  in  the  simple  habits  of  the  freemen  of 
the  Colony  and  State,  it  fostered  those  habits  as  well  in  the 
government  as  in  the  people. 

So  far  as  the  federal  Constitution  departed  from  these  views, 
it  came  in  contact  with  the  established  doctrines,  practice  and 
prejudices  of  the  citizens  of  Rhode  Island. 

These  and  other  local  and  temporary  causes,  delayed  the 
action  of  this  State  on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  When 
brought  to  the  test  both  in  the  General  Assembly  on  the  act 
for  calling  a  Convention  to  consider  it,  and  in  the  Conven- 
tion on  the  question  of  adopting  and  ratifying  it,  the  majority 
was  very  small.  In  both  of  these  bodies,  a  majority  of 
the  members  at  the  time  of  their  appointment  was  against 
the  measures  finally  adopted  by  them.  Tradition  says  that 
appliances  were  used  both  in  the  Assembly  and  in  the  Con- 
vention to  change  the  votes  of  members,  not  justifiable  or  ex- 
cusable even,  by  the  good  results  they  produced.  Let  that 
rest  in  tradition  to  be  obliterated  by  the  hand  of  time. 

The  Constitution  became  the  supreme  law  of  Rhode  Island 
on  the  29th  day  of  May,  1790.  Since  that  day  we  have  been 
reaping  untold  advantages  from  it,  in  the  prosperity  that  has 
overspread  the  whole  land. 
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It  has  lost  none  of  the  freshness  of  its  strength  by  the 
lapse  of  time.  It  has  proved  itself  competent  and  efficient 
for  a  breadth  of  territory  and  an  increasing  population  far 
surpassing  the  thoughts  of  its  framers.  Recently  treason 
has  endeavored  to  overthrow  it.  The  attempt  recoiled  in 
heavy  vengeance  on  the  heads  of  it  authors,  and  so  may  it 
ever  be. 


THE    END. 


INDEX. 


Note.  The  following  Index  does  not  include  the  names  of  the  freemen  who  voted  in  town  meet- 
ings upon  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  These  may  be  found  on  pages  591-606,  arranged  under 
their  respective  towns. 


AcTiVB,  Sloop,  case  of,  referred  to,  236. 

Adams,  John,  appointed  to  represent 
Massachusetts  in  first  General  Con- 
gress, 12;  appointed  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  London,  527  ;  reception 
and  treatment  of  unexceptionable, 
535. 

Adams,  Samuel,  appointed  to  represent 
Massachusetts  in  first  General  Con- 
gress, 12. 

Address,  patriotic,  adopted  by  Congress 
in  May,  1779 — General  Assembly 
request  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  to 
read  it  to  their  congregations,  237. 

Admiralty,  appointment  of  Board  of, 
282. 

Afflavit  Deus  et  dissipantcr,  quoted 
by  Wm.  EUery,  271. 

ALDRicH,Capt.  James,  of  Scituate, on  com- 
mittee of  reconciliation  between  town 
and  country,  611 ;  member  of  the  Con- 
vention that  adopted  the  Constitu- 
tion, 641 ;  votes  in  favor  of  an 
adjournment,  659  ;  votes  in  the  nega- 
tive on  the  final  question  of  adop- 
tion, 673. 

Alfred,  Ship,  forms  part  of  the  first 
American  fieet,  under  command  of 
Ezek  Hopkins,  43. 

AxGERi\E  WAR  witli  the  United  States, 
637. 

Allegiance  to  the  King,  inhabitants  of 
Rhode  Island  discharged  from,  66- 
68, 

Allen,  Elisha,  town  clerk  of  Middle- 
town,  604,  670. 


Allen,  Samuel,  of  Barrington,  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  642 ;  on  committee  to 
prepare  rules  and  orders,  642 ;  votes 
in  the  negative  on  question  of  ad- 
journment, 659  ;  votes  in  the  afiirm- 
ative  on  final  question  of  adoption, 
673. 

Allen,  Col.  Thomas,  of  Barrington, 
member  of  the  Convention  that 
adopted  the  Constitution,  642;  on 
committee  to  draft  amendments  to 
the  Constitution,  650;  votes  in  the 
negative  on  question  of  adjourn- 
ment, 659 ;  votes  in  the  affirmative 
on  final  question  of  adoption,  673. 

Almt,  Capt.  Joseph,  258. 

Ambition,  avarice,  and  the  lust  of  power, 
520. 

Amendments  to  the  Constitution  as 
agreed  to  by  Congress — one  hundred 
and  fifty  copies  ordered  by  the  Legis- 
lature to  be  printed,  024;  Conven- 
tion that  adopted  the  Constitution 
ajipoints  committee  to  draft  Amend- 
ments thereto,  650;  amendments 
agreed  to  by  said  Convention,  653- 
655  ;  Submitted  by  vote  to  the  free- 
men of  the  several  towns,  050 ; 
further  amendments  adopted  at  the 
adjourned  session  of  the  Convention, 
669 ;  recommended  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  ratification,  674 ;  ratified 
by  General  Assembly  at  June  ses- 
sion, 1790,  082. 
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AjiEBirAx  Congress,  must  eventually  be 
laid  aside  as  useless,  325. 

American  Continental  Army,  forma- 
tion of  commenced,  June  14,1775,  36. 

AsiES,  Samuel,  graduates  at  Brown  Uni- 
versity, and  attains  to  eminence  on 
the  Bench,  xvi. 

Andre,  Major,  316. 

Andrew  Douia,  hrig,  forming  part  of 
the  first  American  fleet,  43. 

Andrews,  Col.  Zeiihaniah,  on  Commit- 
tee of  reconciliation  between  town 
and  country,  Gil. 

Angell,  Col.,  wages  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers belonging  to  regiment  of,  268 ; 
regiment  behaves  well  and  suffers 
greatly  in  skirmish  in  Jersey,  300. 

Angell,  Oliver,  early  teacher  of  Judge 
Staples,  and  the  author  of  a  series  of 
school  books,  xv. 

Annals  of  Providence,  by  Judge  Sta- 
ples, described,  xxix. 

Annapolis,  new  Congress  assembles  at, 
491 ;  description  of  city  and  inhabit- 
ants, 463. 

Annual  Congress,  recommended  by 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  22,  23. 

Antuony,  Abraham,  town  clerk  of  Ports- 
mouth, 665,  672. 

Anthony,  Burrington,  of  Portsmouth, 
member  of  the  Convention  that  adopt- 
ed the  Constitution,  641 ;  voted  in 
favor  of  an  adjournment,  659;  on 
committee  to  draft  further  amend- 
ments, 668 ;  votes  in  the  affirmative 
on  final  question  of  adoption,  672. 

Anthony,  AVilliam,  clerk  of  town  meet- 
ing in  Portsmouth,  636. 

Alpin,  Mr.,  Attorney  in  behalf  of  Capt. 
Tyler,  259. 

Appeals,  appointment  of  Court  of,    282. 

Arbuthnot,  Admiral,  297. 

Armed  neutrality  forebodes  general 
peace,  320. 

Arms,  difficulty  in  procuring  for  Bri- 
gade in  Rhode  Island,  60. 

Army,  American  Continental,  formation  of 
commenced  June  14,  1775,36;  Army 
inCanada,  sickly  and  in  want  of  cloth- 
ing, 90 ;  army  under  Washington  on 
the  retreat,  106;  Circular  letter  from 
Committee  of  Congress,  represent- 
ing its  destitute  and  crippled  condi- 
tion for  want  of  supplies,  290,  291, 
293 ;  now  well  fed — new  crops  abun- 
dant. 302  ;  alarming  complaints  from, 
311;  starving  and  ready  to  disband, 
312 ;  disbanding  of  a  matter  of  great 
consequence, 436. 

Army  of  Observation  in  Rhode  Island, 
appointed  by  Gen'l  Assembly,  37-38. 


Arnold,  Benedict,  agrees  with  the  Brit- 
ish commander  in  Canada  to  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  79 ;  obliged  to 
give  way  to  superior  force  on  Lake 
Champlain,  94;  ordered  to  repair 
from  Albany  to  New  England,  112; 
the  infamous  Arnold,  316;  in  Vir- 
ginia, 326 ;  in  danger  of  a  flogging 
unless  he  leaves,  328 ;  the  infamous 
Arnold  and  his  gang,  332  ;  fleet 
blocked  up  at  Portsmouth  by  French 
squadron,  332. 

Arnold,  Benjamin,  of  Coventry,  mem- 
ber of  the  Convention  that  adopted 
the  Constitution,  641 ;  votes  in  favor 
of  adjournment,  659;  on  committee 
to  draft  further  amendments,  668 ; 
votes  in  the  negative  on  final  question 
of  adoption,  673. 

Arnold,  Benjamin,  of  Warwick,  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution, 641 ;  votes  in  the  nega- 
tive on  question  of  adjournment,  659 ; 
votes  in  the  affirmative  on  final  ques- 
tion of  adoption,  672. 

Arnold,  Gideon,  Warwick,  member  of 
Convention  that  adopted  the  Consti- 
tution, 641 ;  on  committee  to  draft 
amendments,  650 ;  votes  in  favor  of 
adjournment,  659  ;  votes  in  negative 
on  final  question  of  adoption,  672. 

Arnold,  James,  Lieut.  Capt.  in  Rhode 
Island  regiment,  239. 

Arnold,  Dr.  Jonathan,  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  from  the 
town  of  Providence,  67 ;  appointed 
examiner  of  surgeons,  etc.  for  the 
army  and  navy,  102 ;  appointed  by 
Congress  to  sign  bills,  360 ;  elected 
delegate  to  Congress,  in  May,  1782, 
375;  votes  against  the  Impost  as 
agreed  to  by  Congress,  433  ;  reelect- 
ed to  Congress,  439  :  present  as  a 
delegate  in  May,  1783,  490. 

Arnold,  Peleg,  elected  delegate  to  Con- 
gress in  May,  1786,  570;  elected  a 
second  time  in  May,  1787,585;  re- 
quested by  the  Legislature  to  take  his 
seat  as  soon  as  may  be,  586  ;  elected 
a  third  time  in  May,  1788,  614.  616; 
at  his  post  Oct.  10,  1778,  when  the 
hist  vote  of  the  Continental  Congress 
is  taken,  612. 

Arnold,  Samuel  G.,  President  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society, 
xxvii. ;  Sketch  of  the  historical  la- 
bors of  Judge  Staples,  xxvii-xxx. 

Arnold,  Thomas,  Captain  in  Rhode  Is- 
land regiment,  239 ;  on  committee 
to  draw  up  petition  to  General  As- 
sembly, 607. 
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Arxold,  Welcome,  protests  against  ac-  ' 
tion  of  the  Legislature  in  not  sending 
delegates  to  the  National  Convention 
at  Philadelphia,  578 ;  on  committee 
of  reconciliation  between  town  and 
country,  611. 

Articles  of  Coxfederation,  give  only 
the  power  of  apportioning,  334  ;  para- 
mount law  of  the  land  from  March  1, 
1781,33-1 ;  do  not  invest  Congress  with 
sufficient  power,  379  ;  States  recom- 
mended to  amend  in  reference  to 
charges  for  war,  etc.,  434;  powers 
of  Congress  according  to,  discussed 
by  Judge  Howell,  442-454  :  Congress 
recommends  a  Convention  of  States 
in  Philadelphia  for  the  revising  of, 
571;  adapted  to  the  times  in  which 
they  were  formed,  616 ;  adhered  to 
by  the  State  of  Hhode  Island,  685. 
See  also.  Confederation. 

Articles  for  the  use  of  the  army,  quota 
of  for  Rhode  Island,  with  list  of 
prices,  276. 

Asia,  the.  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  of 
New  Jersey,  on  board  of,  43- 

Augusta,  seat  of  government  of  Georgia, 
274. 

Augustine,  garrison  at,  93. 

Avarice,  ambition,  and  the  lust  of  power, 
520. 

Avery,  David,  teacher  in  the  University 
Grammar  School, xv. 

Avery,  John,  258. 

Babcock,  Col.,  succeeds  Col.  West  in 
command  of  the  forces  in  Rhode  Isl- 
and, 59 ;  dismissed,  68. 

Back  Lands,  claims  of  the  State  to  a  pro- 
portionate share  in,  enforced,  446. 

Bailey,  John,  Tutor  in  Brown  Univerity, 
xvi, 

Ballou,  Levi,  of  Cumberland,  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  641 ;  votes  in  the  nega- 
tive on  the  question  of  adjournment, 
659 ;  votes  in  tlie  affirmative  on  the 
final  question  of  adoption,  673. 

Baltimore,  Congress  removed  to,  111 ; 
session  of  Congress  at,  in  1776,  125. 

Banca,  Count  de  Florida,  dines  Mr.  Car- 
michael,  442. 

Baptist  Church,  in  Philadelphia,  Gov. 
Ward  interred  in  burial  place  of,  62. 

Baptist  Church,  Providence,  parents  of 
Judge  Staples  worshippers  at,  xix. 

Baptist  Meeting  House  in  Newport, 
Convention  on  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  meet  at,  668. 

Barbary  Powers  fitting  out  formidable 
armaments,  546. 


Barnard,  Dr., from  New  Jersey,  in  charge 
of  a  hospital  in  Providence,  82. 

Barker,  Abraham,  of  Tiverton,  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  641 ;  votes  in  the  nega- 
tive on  the  question  of  adjournment, 
659  ;  votes  in  the  affirmative  on  the 
final  question  of  adoption,  673. 

Barker,  Elisha,  of  Middletown,  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Convention  in  place 
of  William  Peckham,  resigned,  672; 
votes  in  the  affirmative  on  the  final 
question  of  adoption,  673. 

Barker,  Joshua,  of  Middletown,  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  661 ;  on  committee  to 
draft  amendments,  650 ;  votes  in  fa- 
vor of  adjournment,  659;  votes  in 
the  affirmative  on  the  final  question 
of  adoption,  673. 

Barker,  Peter,  of  Portsmouth,  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  641 ;  votes  in  favor  of 
adjournment,  659;  votes  in  the  af- 
firmative on  final  question  of  adop- 
tion, 672. 

Barker,  Lieut.,  arrives  at  New  London 
with  flag  of  truce,  103. 

Barton,  Col.  William,  of  Providence,  in 
command  of  four  companies  of  pri- 
vates, 243 ;  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion that  adopted  the  Constitution, 
641 ;  appointed  ^lonitor,  643 ;  votes 
in  the  negative  on  question  of  ad- 
journment, 659  ;  votes  in  the  affirma- 
tive on  final  question  of  adoption,  672. 

Bates,  Nathan,  of  Scituate,  member  of 
the  Convention  that  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, 641;  appointed  Monitor, 
643  ;  votes  in  favor  of  adjournment, 
659 ;  votes  in  the  negative  on  final 
question  of  adoption,  673. 

Beacon  Hill,  Providence,  celebration 
at  on  account  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  by  nine  States,  609. 

Beatty",  of  New  Jersey,  seconds  a  mo- 
tion in  Congress  made  by  Mr.  Shear- 
man, 504 ;  nominates  Mr,  DeWitt, 
of  New  York,  as  delegate,  511;  on 
committee  of  credentials,  512. 

Beaufort,  attack  upon  tlie  garrison  at  254 

Bedford,  Massachusetts,  ravages  of  the 
enemy  at,  201.  204. 

Beef,  quota  of  pounds  to  be  furnished 
by  Rliode  Island  for  the  army,  276. 

Benson,  Egberth,  of  New  York,  appoint- 
ed Commissioner  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  failure  of  the  Rhode 
Island  expedition,  159. 

Bermuda,  in  want  of  provisions — memori- 
al to  Congress,  230 ;  relief  granted,  231. 
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BiDDLE,  Capt.  Nicholas,  in  command  of 
brig  Andrew  Doria,  43. 

Bill  of  Rights,  copies  of,  sent  to  each 
member  of  the  General  Assembly, 
17  ;  motion  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
draft,  G43 ;  agreed  to  and  adopted  by 
Convention  tliat  adopted  the  Consti- 
tution, 650-G55 ;  submitted  by  vote 
to  the  freemen  of  the  several  towns, 
656. 

Bills  of  Credit,  Congress  first  resolved 
to  issue,  June  22,  1775,  37;  ordered 
to  be  issued  by  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Island  in  1775,  38;  made  a 
lawful  tender  by  Genernl  Assembly, 
49 ;  refused  as  such  in  Philadelphia, 
60 ;  stringent  measures  adopted  to 
prevent  depreciation  of,  92  ;  amount 
emitted  by  the  State  from  May,  1775, 
to  September,  1776,  102;  exertions 
of  Congress  to  keep  up  the  value  of, 
225 ;  Judge  Howell's  views  of  the 
results  of  the  emissions  by  Congress, 
449.  See  also  Currency  and  Paper 
Monet. 

Bills  of  Exchange  for  paying  interest 
money,  150. 

Bingham,  Mr.,  Continental  Agent  at 
Martinico,  2G7,  274. 

Binney,  William,  on  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  confer 
with  Judge  Staples,  ix. 

Black  Regiment  in  Rhode  Island,  al- 
lowance for  not  adjusted  in  Con- 
gress, 244 ;  valuation  of  in  Con- 
gress— accounts  not  yet  fixed,  252. 

Black  Soldiers,  three  thousand  to  be 
raised  in  South  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, Congress  to  pay  $1,000  per 
head,  216. 

Blacks,  Col,  Greene  to  raise  a  regi- 
ment of,  in  Rhode  Island,  165 ;  al- 
lowance for  slaves  that  enlist  in 
Rhode  Island,  240;  Congress  recom- 
mends Southern  States  to  raise  regi- 
ments of,  as  in  Rhode  Island,  250; 
battalion  of,  in  the  State,  280 ;  whole 
and  not  there-fifths  should  have  been 
into  the  estimation  of  quotes,  534. 
See  also  Negroes  and  Slaves. 

Blanchard,  Jeremiah,  of  Rhode  Island, 
48. 

Blanchard,  of  New  Hampshire,  seconds 
motion  made  by  Judge  Howell,  510. 

Bliss,  Henry,  on  committee  to  draw  up 
instructions  to  delegates  from  New- 
port, 607. 

Block  Island,  removal  of  stock  from, 
51 :  nine  miles  in  length,  54;  refer- 
ence to,  69,  103. 


Board,  difficult  to  procure  in  Philadel- 
phia, 307. 

Board  of  Commissioners  at  Boston, 
appointed  by  Parliament,  3. 

Board  of  Admiralty,  appointment  of, 
282. 

Board  of  Treasury,  appointment  of, 
282. 

Bonam,  a.,  of  Bristol,  petitions  for  a 
Convention  to  decide  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  tiie  Constitution,  608. 

Boston,  difficulties  between  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Customs  and  the  Col- 
onists, 5 ;  heavy  firing  near,  heard 
in  Rhode  Island,  Aug,  29,  1775,  45. 

Boston  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence, 8, 

Boston  Massacre  of  1770,  6. 

Boston  Port  Bill,  news  of,  communi- 
cated to  the  Colonists,  8 ;  resolutions 
of  freemen  of  Providence  concern- 
ing, 9. 

Bosworth,  Alfred,  of  Warren,  associate 
of  Judge  Staples  upon  the  Bench, 
xviii. 

Bosworth,  Benjamin,  of  Warren,  mem- 
ber of  the  Convention  that  adopted 
the  Constitution,  in  place  of  Nathan 
Miller  deceased,  661 ;  on  committee 
to  draft  further  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  668 ;  votes  in  the  atfir- 
mative  on  the  final  question  of  adop- 
tion, 673, 

BouDiNOT,  Elias,  of  New  Jersey,  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,  436. 

Bounty',  additional,  off'ered  by  some  of 
the  New  England  States,  99 ;  con- 
demned by  members  of  Congress 
and  by  Washington,  99 ;  additional 
to  persons  enlisting  in  Continental 
battalions,  118;  bounty  to  Rhode 
.  Island  brigade — subject  discussed  in 
Congress,  218;  resolution  respect- 
ing, 222 ;  paid  by  the  State  for  such 
as  enlisted  for  the  war,  276. 

Bourbon,  House  of,  will  acknowledge 
our  independence,  171. 

Bourne,  Benjamin,  of  Providence,  pro- 
tests against  the  action  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  not  sending  delegates  to  the 
National  Convention  .at  Pliiladelphia, 
678  ;  on  Commitee  to  draw  up  peti- 
tion to  General  Assembly,  607;  on 
committee  of  reconciliation  between 
city  and  country,  611 ;  on  committee 
to  present  to  Congress  a  petition 
from  Providence,  627 ;  member  of 
the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  641 :  votes  in  the  nega- 
tive   on   question   of    adjournment. 
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659 ;  on  committee  to  draft  further 
amendments  to  Constitution,  668 ; 
votes  in  the  affirmative  on  final  ques- 
tion of  adoption,  672 ;  elected  a 
Eepresentative  to  the  first  Congress, 
682 ;  appointed  on  committee  to  pre- 
pare, m  the  name  of  the  General 
Assembly,  an  address  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  683. 

BouRXE,  Shearjashub,  of  Bristol,  member 
of  tiie  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  641 ;  votes  in  the  nega- 
tive on  question  of  adjournment, 
659 ;  on  committee  to  draft  further 
amendments  to  Constitution,  668 ; 
moves  "  for  the  grand  question  of 
adopting  or  rejecting  the  Federal 
Government,"  672 ;  votes  for  adop- 
tion, 673. 

BowDoiN,  James,  appointed  to  represent 
Massachusetts  in  first  General  Con- 
gress, 12. 

BowEx,  Col.,  Quartermaster  General, 
361. 

BowEy,  Jabez,  of  Providence,  elected 
Deputy  Governor  in  1778,  178;  ap- 
pointed Commission  to  attend  Con- 
vention of  States  at  Annapolis,  562  ; 
on  committee  of  reconciliation  be- 
tween town  and  country,  611 ;  mem- 
ber of  the  Convention  that  adopted 
the  Constitution,  611 ;  votes  in  the 
negative  on  question  of  adjournment, 
659 ;  seconds  Mr.  Bourne's  motion 
"for  the  grand  question  of  adopting  or 
rejecting  the  Federal  government," 
672 ;  votes  in  favor  of  adoption, 
672. 

BowEN,  William,  appointed  examiner  of 
surgeons,  etc.,  for  army  and  navy, 
102. 

Bowers,  Sylvester,  master-builder  of  the 
ship  Providence,  80. 

Bowler,  Metcalfe,  Speaker  of  the  Lower 
House  of  General  Assembly,  11, 

BoTXTON,  Commander  C.  W,.  discharges 
American  seamen  at  Newport  who 
had  been  impressed,  362. 

Bradford,  Mr.,  of  Cranston,  on  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  confer  with  Judge  Staples,  xi. 

Bradford,  \Vm.,  of  Bristol,  elected  Dep- 
uty Governor  by  General  Assembly,in 
October,  1775,  33 ;  on  committee  to 
draft  anaddressto  Congress, 53  ;elect- 
ed  a  delegate  to  Congress,  91 ;  never 
took  his  seat,  92  ;  declines  a  reelec- 
tion as  Deputy  Governor,  178  ;  reso- 
lution of  thanks  passed  to  by  General 
Assembly,  179  ;  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  400;  member  of 
45 


the  Convention  that  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, 641 ;  moves  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  draft  amend- 
ments, 650 ;  proposes  that  Conven- 
tion adjourn  to  last  Monday  in  March, 
658 ;  votes  in  the  negative  on  ques- 
tion of  adjournment,  659  :  votes  in 
the  affirmative  on  the  final  question 
of  adoption,  673. 

Brakdtwixe,  battle  of,  151. 

Bread  for  the  poor  of  Rhode  Island, 
210 ;  not  enough  on  hand  to  serve  the 
American  army  two  days,  307. 

Brigade  of  fifteen  hundred  to  be  raised 
in  Rhode  Island,  218,  223;  fills  up 
slowly,  240. 

Brigs,  State  recommends  to  fit  out  two, 
143. 

Bristol,  houses  in  burned  by  the  British, 
182 ;  citizens  of  petition  the  General 
Assembly  to  call  a  Convention,  607 ; 
petition  Congress  to  be  exempted 
from  foreign  tonnage,  626. 

British  Ships  of  War  in  Newport  har- 
bor, 25, 

Brooks,  Aaron,  class-mate  of  Judge 
Staples  in  college,  and  Salutatorian, 
xvii. 

Brunswick,  referred  to,  106,  107. 

Browx,  General,  arrives  at  Newport  with 
first  battalion  of  his  brigade,  186, 187. 

Brown,  Elisha,  of  North  Providence, 
member  of  the  Convention  that  adopt- 
ed the  Constitution,  642 ;  votes  in 
iavor  of  adjournment,  659;  votes  in 
the  negative  on  the  final  question  of 
adoption,  673. 

Brown,  Joseph,  of  Providence,  on  com- 
mittee to  prepare  instructions  to  del- 
egates to  Congress,  21 ;  on  commit- 
tee to  draft  an  address  to  Congress, 
53. 

Brown,  John,  of  Providence,  Represen- 
tative to  General  Assembly,  379 ; 
mentioned  in  correspondence  of 
Judge  Howell,  482,  488,  519  ;  elected 
delegate  to  Congress  in  May,  1784  , 
497 ;  not  present  in  Congress  during 
his  term  of  office,  499  ;  urged  to  ac- 
cept the  appointment  of  Commis- 
sioner of  public  buildings,  530;  elect- 
ed a  second  time  as  delegate  to  Con- 
gress, 541 ;  protests  against  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Legislature  in  not  sending 
delegates  to  the  National  Convention 
of  States  at  Philadelphia,  578. 

Brown,  John,  of  Hopkinton,  member  of 
the  Convention  that  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, 642 ;  votes  in  favor  of  ad- 
journment, 659;  votes  in  the  affirm- 
ative on  final  question  of  adoption,673. 
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Broavn,  Nicholas,  of  Providence,  men- 
tioned by  Judge  Howell,  in  his  cor- 
respondence, 514. 

Beown,  Zephaniah,  Lieutenant  in  Rhode 
Island  regiment,  239. 

Brown  Uxiveksity,  in  zenith  of  its 
prosperity  under  President  Messer, 
XV ;  erection  of  Grammar  and  Latin 
School  by  friends  of  tlie  College,  xv  ; 
Dc.  Manning's  motive  in  accepting 
an  appointment  as  delegate  to  Con- 
gress, to  recover  for  damages  done 
to  its  buildings  during  the  war,  544; 
Philermenian  and  United  Brothers 
Societies,  substantially  defunct, 
xxxiii.     See  also,  College. 

BccKLix,  Daniel,  Captain  of  sloop  Mont- 
gomery, 82. 

Bull,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  com- 
mittee of  credentials,  512. 

BuKGES,  Tristam,  Professor  in  Brown 
University,  xvi. 

BcBGOYXE,  General,  fatal  blow  struck  to 
his  enterprise,  150;  surrenders  to 
General  Gates,  153. 

Buerill,  James,  graduates  at  Brown 
UniA-ersity  and  attains  to  eminence 
on  the  Bench,  xvi. 

Butler,  General,  of  Pennsylvania,  ap- 
pointed commissioner  to  hold  and 
conclude  treaty  of  peace  with  the  In- 
dians, 483. 

Butterwobth,  Major,  at  the  Cedars  in 
Camden,  80. 

BcTTs'  Hill,  mentioned,  194. 

Btrox,  Admiral,  fleet  oflP  Sandy  Hook  in 
shattered  condition,  206,  208. 

Cabot,  brig,  part  of  first  American  fleet, 
43. 

Calumny  and  detraction  run  high  in  Phil- 
adelphia, 321,  325, 

Caldwell,  Andrew,  treasurer,  83. 

CA3IPBELL,  Col.  William,  215,  21G,  333. 

Canada,  conquest  of,  2 ;  militia  in  Con- 
necticut pushing  ofi"  in  sleighs  for, 
57 ;  accounts  from,  90 ;  defeat  and 
miscarriages  of  campaign  in,  127. 

Cannon,  twenty  pieces  of  required  to  be 
moved  from  Newport  to  Philadelphia, 
75  ;  memorial  of  General  Assembly 
against  removal,  75,  78. 

Canonicus,  aboriginal  lord  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, XXX. 

Card,  Bowen,  of  North  Kingstown,  mem- 
ber of  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  641 :  votes  in  favor  of 
adjournment,  '659  ;  votes  in  the  nega- 
tive on  final  question  of  adoption, 
673. 


,  Caeissima  pignora  mei,  quoted  by  Judge* 
Howell,  462. 

Carleton,  General,  at  Crown  Point,  97  ; 
retreat  to  Canada,  99. 

Carlile,  Earl  of,  Commissioner  for  re- 
.  storing  peace,  225. 

Carmichael,  Mr.,  received  at  Court  of 
Madrid  as  Charge  des  Affaires,  442. 

Carpenter,  Benoni,  of  Pawtucket,  on 
committee  of  the  Senate  to  confer 
with  Judge  Staples,  xi. 

Chrpenter,  George  M.,  of  Providence, 
on  committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  confer  with  Judge  Sta- 
ples, ix. 

Carpenters'  Hall,  Philadelphia,  first 
Congress  assemble  in  Sept.  5,  1774, 
14. 

Carr,  Nicliolas,  of  Jamestown,  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  641 ;  votes  against  an 
adjournment,  659;  votes  in  the  af- 
firmative on  final  question  of  adop- 
tion, 672. 

Carroll,  Daniel,  of  Maryland,  appointed 
President  of  Congress,  371 ;  on  com- 
mittee to  consider  affairs  of  Rhode 
Island  with  reference  to  Impost  duty, 
411. 

Cedars,  in  Canada,  repulse  at,  80, 

Census  of  1774,  54 ;  census  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and ordered  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  1776,  87. 

Chace,  Borden,  on  committee  of  the 
Senate  to  confer  with  Judge  Staples, 
ix. 

Chace,  "William,  Captain  of  sloop  Dia- 
mond, valuable  prizes  captured  by, 
82. 

Chalybeate  "Waters,  in  Pennsylvania, 
536. 

Champlaix,  Lake,  destruction  of  Amer- 
ican fleet  on,  94. 

Champlin,  Christopher,  appointed  Com- 
missioner to  attend  Convention  of 
States  at  Annapolis,  562. 

Champlin,  George,  of  Newport,  elected 
delegate  to  Congress  in  May,  1785, 
541 ;  reelected  in  1786,  570;  protests 
against  the  action  of  the  Legislature 
in  not  sending  delegates  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention  at  Philadelphia, 
578;  member  of  the  Convention  that 
adopted  the  Constitution,  641 ;  votes 
against  adjournment,  659  ;  chairman 
of  committee  to  draft  further  amend- 
ments, 668 ;  votes  in  the  affirmative 
on  final  question  of  adoption,  672. 

Channing,  William,  of  Newport,  on  com- 
mittee to  draw  up  resolutions  to  del- 
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egates  to  Convention,  607 ;  appoint- 
ed District  Attorney  by  President 
Washington,  GS2. 

Charlestox,  South  Carolina,  t'wo  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six  houses  and  also 
stores  in,  destroyed  by  fire,  167;  at- 
tacked by  the  enemy,  243,  289. 

Charlestown  instructs  her  delegates 
not  to  vote  for  the  Constitution  until 
the  Bill  of  Kiglits  and  Amendments 
is  adopted,  G64. 

Chase,  Jer.  T.,  of  Maryland,  opposed  to 
the  continuance  of  slavery,  494 ; 
makes  a  motion  in  Congress,  in  the 
controversy  with  Judge  Howell,  504. 

Cherokee  Ixdiaks,  defeated  by  Caro- 
liuians,  93. 

Chesapeake  Bat,  arrival  of  French 
fleet  in,  332  ;  full  of  British  frigates 
and  sloops  of  war,  336. 

Child,  Caleb,  of  Warren,  house  burned 
by  the  British,  182. 

Child,  Sylvester,  of  Warren,  on  com- 
mittee to  draft  an  address  to  Con- 
gress, 53 ;  taken  prisoner  by  the 
British,  182. 

Childs,  Francs,  printer  of  the  Daily 
Advertiser,  580. 

Chixx,  Mr.,  565. 

Church,  Samuel,  of  Bristol,  petitions 
the  General  Assembly  to  call  a  Con- 
vention, 607. 

Church,  Thomas,  of  Bristol,  appointed 
Colonel  in  army  of  observation,  38 ; 
appointed  by  General  Assembly  to 
agree  upon  an  exchange  of  prison- 
ers, 104  ;  petitions  General  Assembly 
to  call  a  Convention,  607- 

CiCERO,  philosophical  writings  discussed 
by  Judge  Staples,  xxxiii. 

CiNCixNATi,  meeting  of,  in  Philadelphia, 
487. 

City  Hall,  of  New  York,  given  up  to 
use  of  Congress,  523. 

Civil  Magistrates  have  authority  only 
in  civil  things,  73. 

Clark,  John,  keeper  of  Loan  C)ffice  in 
Ilhode  Island,  102, 

Clark,  John  Innes,  of  Providence,  on 
committee  to  draw  up  petition  to 
General  Assembly,  607 ;  on  commit- 
tee of  reconciliation  between  town 
and  country,  611;  member  of  the 
Convention  that  adopted  the  Consti- 
tution, 641 ;  votes  against  an  ad- 
journment, 659  ;  votes  in  the  affirm- 
ative on  final  question  of  adoption, 
672. 

Clark,  Samuel,  on  committee  to  draft 
instructions  to  delegates  to  the 
Convention,   from    Kichmond,    635. 


Clark,    Simeon,   Jr.,    on   committee   to 

'         draft  instructions  to  delegates  from 

!  Eichmond,  635. 

Clarke,     Mr.,     brother-in-law    of    W. 

i         Hooper,  100. 

Clarke,  Militia  Colonel  of  Virginia, 
posted  at  Illinois,  235;  surprises  and 
captures  Gov.  Hamilton,  237 ;  the 
celebrated  Colonel,  251 ;  appointed 
Commissioner  to  hold  and  conclude 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  Indians, 
483. 

Clarke,  Joseph,  first  Commissioner  of 
Loan  Office  in  Rhode  Island,  91 ; 
General  Treasurer,  246 ;  appointed 
by  Congress  to  sign  bills,  360 ;  re- 
signs the  office  of  Commissioner, 
563. 

Clarke,  Peleg,  of  Newport,  member  of 
the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  641 ;  votes  against  an 
adjournment,  659 ;  votes  in  the  af- 
firmative on  the  final  question  of 
adoption,  672. 

Cliktox,  Sir  Henry,  in  command  of  a 
large  body  of  troops  —  sails  for 
Rhode  Island,  111,  112;  pilfering 
and  burning  expedition,  246 ;  con- 
templated movements  on  Rhode  Is- 
land, 304  ;  vain  attempts  to  bribe  and 
corrupt  American  soldiers,  325 ;  mes- 
sengers hanged.  326. 

Clothixg  for  the  army,  92,  95,  98,  106 ; 
for  the  army  in  Rhode  Island,  142, 
185  ;  for  our  soldiers,  149  ;  blankets, 
etc.,  recommended  to  be  procured- 
from  France,  151 ;  impossible  for 
the  States  to  supply  Continental  bat- 
talions with,  154 ;  advanced  to  Rhode 
Island  officers,  189 ;  army  under 
Gen.  Sullivan  thinly  clothed,  194; 
for  the  officers  of  State  troops,  204; 
for  the  Continental  troops  in  Rhode 
Island,  264  ;  strange  fatality  attends 
that  article,  331 ;  clothing  for  the 
army  more  ample  than  at  any  time 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
359. 

CoDDixGTOx,  Nath'I,  master  of  the  sloop 
Diamond,  167. 

CoFFix,  Capt.  Timothy,  122,  123,  124, 
159 ;  master  of  sloop  Diamond,  142. 

Coggeshall,  Elisha,  of  Portsmouth, 
town  meeting  held  at  house  of,  671. 

Coggeshall,  George,  of  Bristol,  peti- 
tions General  Assembly  to  call  a 
Convention,  607. 

Coggeshall,  William,  of  Bristol,  peti- 
tions General  Assembly  to  call  a 
Convention,  608, 

Coin,  gold  and  silver,  to  be  procured. 
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for     the      army    'in     Canada,     59. 

Cole,  Thomas,  Captain  in  Rhode  Island 
regiment,  238. 

Collection  of  Forms,  prepared  by 
Judge  Staples,  xxx. 

College  Edifice  used  for  barracks  and 
hospital  —  delegates  instructed  to 
urge  an  appropriation  for  its  repair, 
286.     See  also  Brown  University. 

Collins,  John,  of  Newport,  informs 
General  Assembly  respecting  the 
cannon  landed  at  Newport,  78 ;  ap- 
pointed to  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
State  with  Congress,  167 ;  arrives  at 
Yorktown  with  emaciated  horses, 
169  ;  elected  delegate  to  Congress  in 
May,  1778,  177;  commissioned,  178; 
takes  his  seat  June  20,  179  ;  reelect- 
ed in  1779,  233;  commissioned,  234; 
not  deterred  from  duty  by  frost  or  j 
snow,  270 ;  elected  a  third  time  in 
1780,  285;  elected  again  in  1782, 
375 ;  votes  against  the  Impost  as 
agreed  to  by  Congress,  April  18, 
1783,  433;  present  in  Congress,  as  a 
delegate,  in  May,  1783,  490;  elected 
Governor  of  the  State,  over  William 
Greene,  549  ;  gives  the  casting  vote, 
with  reasons  therefor,  in  favor  of 
calling  a  Convention  to  decide  upon 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  630. 

Colonial  Legislation  in  Rhode  Island 
— sovereign  power,  39. 

Colt,  Mr.,  vessel  belonging  to,  captured 
by  Capt.  Tyler,  256. 

Columbus,  ship,  forms  part  of  first 
American  fleet,  43;  lying  at  Paw- 
tuxet,  109. 

Commerce,  inhabitants  of  Rhode  Island 
derive  their  support  mostly  from, 
54 ;  Congress  prepares  an  address  to 
the  states  on  the  subject  of,  457 ; 
proposal  to  make  an  alteration  in 
the  Articles  of  Confederation  re- 
specting, 525  ;  Congress  should  have 
power  to  regulate,  635;  engages  the 
attention  of  Congress —  legislation 
upon,  555,557. 

Commission  of  delegates  to  Congress  of 
1775,  23,  24;'  of  Messrs.  Hopkins 
and  Ellery  in  1776,  71,  72 ;  terms  of 
commission  noted,  73. 

Commissioners  for  Restoring  Peace, 
proceedings  of  Congress  concerning, 
226,  227. 

Committee  of  Intelligence,  appointed 
by  Congress,  94,  95. 

Committee  of  Safety,  accounts  referred 
to,  45. 

Committee  OF  the  States,  session  com- 


menced at  Annapolis,  June  4,  1784 — 
Mr.  Ellery  present,  511, 

Comstock,  Adad,  Lieut.  Col.  in  second 
regiment. 

Comstock,  Job,  of  East  Greenwich, 
member  of  the  Convention  that 
adopted  tlie  Constitution,  641 ;  on  a 
committee  to  prepare  rules  and  or- 
ders, 642;  moves  for  an  adjourn- 
ment, 658 ;  votes  in  favor  of  it,  659 : 
moves  for  an  adjournment  of  the 
session  held  in  Newport,  662 ;  votes 
in  the  negative  on  final  question  of 
adoption,  673. 

Conanicut,  nine  miles  in  length,  54 ; 
Prench  fleet  enters  passage  on  east 
of,  194 ;  hay  of  the  enemy  at,  des- 
troyed, 199,  200. 

Concord  and  Lexington,  battles  of,  22. 

Confederacy,  alluded  to  by  William 
Ellery,  84. 

Confederated  and  United  States,  no 
government,  in  fact,  from  November 
3,  1788  to  April  30,  1789,  615. 

Confederation,  Articles  of,  proposed 
by  Dr.  Franklin  in  1775,  130;  com- 
mittee on,  appointed  by  Congress  in 
June,  1776,  131;  perfected  and  final- 
ly adopted  in  April,  1777,  131 ;  cir- 
cular accompanying,  sent  to  the  State 
Legislatures,  131 ;  laid  before  the 
General  Assembly  in  December,  1777 
and  adopted  in  February,  1778,  133; 
amendments  to,  proposed  by  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  134,  135  ;  rejected  by 
Congress,  136 ;  ratified  and  announc- 
ed as  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  March  1,  1781,  136,  332,  339; 
the  "Grand  Corner  Stone,"  188; 
need  of  confederation  hinted  at  by 
Ezekiel  Cornell,  296 ;  delegates  from 
Marjdand  empowered  to  sign,  328 ; 
ratification  of  the  Act  of  Confedera- 
tion expected,  331 ;  rejoicings  over 
the  final  act  of  ratification,  333  ;  arti- 
cles of,  give  only  the  power  of  appor- 
tioning, 335 ;  might  have  continued 
years  longer  but  for  the  opposition 
of  Rhode  Island  to  the  Impost  duty, 
429  :  Congress  recommends  that  they 
be  changed,  434,  435 ;  proposal  to 
make  an  alteration  in,  on  the  subject 
of  commerce,  525 ;  Congress  alarmed 
for  the  safety  of,  546 ;  danger  of  be- 
ing dissolved,  547 ;  confederation,  a 
federal  government  only  in  name,  a 
shadow  without  substance,  566.  See 
also.  Articles  of  Confederation. 

CoNGDON,  William,  of  North  Kingstown, 
member  of  the  Convention  that  adopt- 
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ed  the  Constitution,  541 ;  votes  in 
favor  of  adjournment,  659  ;  votes  in 
the  negative  on  final  question  of 
adoption,  673. 

Congress,  ship,  run  ashore  on  Lake 
Champlain  and  burnt,  94. 

Congress,  powers  of,  under  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  discussed  by  Judge 
Howell,  442-454 ;  permanent  resi- 
dence of — New  Jersey  and  Maryland 
prominent  States,  459 ;  remissness 
of  States  in  keeping  up  a  representa- 
tion in,  543 ;  last  vote  taken  by  the 
Continental  Congress,  Oct.  10, 1788, 
612. 

Congress  of  1765,  2,  3;  inaugurates  a 
new  era  in  the  history  of  the  Colo- 
nies, 3;  Congress  of  1774  meets  in 
Carpenters  Hall,  Philadelphia,  li; 
attendance  of  delegates  varies  from 
forty-three  to  fifty-three,  15  ;  recom- 

*  mends  the  holding  of  another  Con- 
gress on  the  10th  of  May,  1775,  21  ; 
Congress  of  1775,  powers  of  delegates 
compared  with  the  powers  of  previous 
delegates,  28 ;  Peter  Randolph  elect- 
ed President,  and  Charles  Thompson, 
Secretary,  35 ;  Acts  of,  35-39 ;  Ses- 
sions, labors  and  acts,  of  the  Con- 
gress of  1774-5,  lo;  1775-6,  62-64; 
1776-7,  125-127;  1777-8,  173-175; 
1778-9,  224-231;  1779-80,  282,283; 
17S0-81,  337-341;  Congress  organ- 
izes under  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, March  2,1781,  339;  Sessions 
and  acts  of  the  Congress  of  1781-2, 
370-373;  1782-3,  436,  437;  1783-4. 
490-496;  1784-5,  511-513;  1785-6, 
561;  1786-7,  570;  1787-8,  385;  Con- 
gress of  178S,  no  organization  at- 
tempted after  1st  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber, 614. 

Connecticut,  quota  of  militia  for  Cana- 
da and  New  York,  79  ;  letter  from, 
187 ;  cession  of  western  territory  re- 
pealed, 458. 

CONSTlTtTION    OF    THE    TJnITED    StATES, 

Articles  of  Confederation  ratified 
and  announced  as  such,  March  1st, 
1781,  136,  332,  339;  present  Consti- 
tution might  never  have  existed  but 
for  the  opposition  of  Rhode  Island  to 
the  proposed  Impost  duty,  430 ; 
agreed  upon  and  adopted  at  a  Nation- 
al Convention  held  in  Philadelphia 
in  1787,  582;  resolutions  respecting, 
adopted  by  the  Convention,  582,  583  ; 
letter  respecting,  to  the  President  of 
Congress,  583,584;  resolutions  of 
Congress    recommending    that    the 


Constitution  be  transmitted  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  States,  584;  res- 
olution of  the  General  Assembly,  re- 
specting, passed  October,  1787,  584; 
first  proceeding  of  the  State  in  rela- 
tion to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, 585;  Act  of  the  Legislature  re- 
questing the  freemen  in  town  meet- 
ings assembled  to  vote  on  the  adop- 
tion or  rejection  of,  586;  this  the 
second  proceeding  of  the  State,  588; 
motion  for  a  convention  negatived 
in  the  J  louse  of  Representatives,  589  ; 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  freemen 
against  the  adoption  of,  589  ;  names 
of  the  voters,  591-606;  friends  of 
the  Constitution  generally  refuse  to 
vote,  606  ;  adopted  by  state  of  Dela- 
ware, December  7,  1787,  608;  mo- 
tion for  a  Convention  negatived  for 
a  second  time  by  twenty-seven  ma- 
jority, 608  ;  adopted  by  nine  States — 
celebration  on  account  of  in  Provi- 
dence, 609 ;  ordinance  for  carrying 
Constitution  into  effect  adopted  by 
Congress,  September  13,  1788,  612; 
goes  into  effect  March  4,  1789,  615; 
motion  for  a  Convention  negatived 
for  the  third  time,  October,  1788,  618  ; 
fourth  time,  December,  1788,  618; 
fifth  time,  March,  1789,  618;  sLxth 
time,  June,  1789,  620;  letter  respect- 
ing, from  General  Assembly  to  Con- 
gress, 621 ;  one  hundred  and  fifty 
copies  of  the  Amendments  ordered 
by  the  Legislature  to  be  printed,  624 ; 
motion  for  a  Convention  negatived 
for  the  seventh  time,  October,  1789, 
625  ;  final  vote  for  a  Convention  car- 
ried in  the  House  by  a  vote  of  thirty- 
four  to  twenty-nine,  Jan.  15,  1790, 
628 ;  concurred  in  by  the  Senate 
through  the  casting  vote  of  Governor 
Collins,  Sunday,  January  17th,  630; 
Convention  held  at  South  Kingstown, 
March  1,  1790,  640;  Journal,  min- 
utes and  proceedings  of,  640-680; 
eighteen  amendments  agreed  to,  653- 
655  ;  adopted  at  adjourned  session  of 
the  Convention  held  at  Newport, 
Saturday,  May  29th,  by  a  vote  of 
thirty-four  to  thirty-two,  672 ;  be- 
comes the  supreme  law  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, 691;  votes  of  the  several  States 
on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
684. 
Continental  Congress,  general  review 
of,  615 ;  patriots  who  composed  it 
should  be  dear  to  the  American  peo- 
ple, 616. 
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Continental  Money.  Seo  Bills  of 
Credit,  and  Paper  Currency. 

Continental  Navy,  resolutions  of  Gene- 
ral Assembly  in  1775,  instructing 
delegates  to  use  their  influence  in  es- 
tablishing, 4L 

Controversy  between  Congress  and  del- 
egates from  Kiiode  Lsland,  501-510. 
See  also,  Howell,  (David.) 

Convention  of  States,  proposed  by 
Virginia  to  meet  at  Annapolis  for  the 
purpose  of  regulating  trade,  561 ; 
Convention  meets  and  adjourns,  af- 
ter suggesting  the  holding  of  a  sec- 
ond Convention  in  Philadelphia,  with 
enlarged  powers,  563  ;  Congress  re- 
solves that  it  is  expedient  to  hold 
such  a  Convention,  for  the  purpose 
of  revising  the  Articles  of  Confede- 
ration, 571 ;  suggested  by  James  M. 
Varnum,  in  1781,  336;  amotion  to 
appoint  delegates  to,  negatived  in 
the  House  of  the  General  Assembly 
by  a  majority  of  twenty-three,  572 ; 
Convention  meets  at  Philadelphia — 
reasons  why  Rhode  Island  is  not 
represented,  575  ;  Convention  closes 
its  labors,  September  17th,  1787,  af- 
ter having  agreed  on  the  present 
Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
582 ;  the  members  of  the  Convention 
not  unanimous  in  favor  of  the  Con- 
stitution, 684. 

Convention  that  Adopted  the  Con- 
stitution. Motion  for  calling  a 
Convention  to  decide  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  negatived  in 
the  House  of  the  General  Assembly, 
February,  1788,  589;  second  time, 
March,  1788,  608;  third  time,  Octo- 
ber, 1788,618;  fourth  time,  Decem- 
ber, 1788,  618;  fifth  time,  March, 
1789,  618;  sixth  time,  June,  1789, 
620 ;  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
passed  September,  1789,  requesting 
the  freemen  in  town  meeting  assem- 
bled to  instruct  their  representatives 
in  regard  to  calling  a  Convention, 
620;  motion  for  a  Convention  nega- 
tived for  the  seventh  time,  October, 
1789,  625;  final«motion  carried  in 
the  House,  January  15,  1790,  by  a 
vote  of  thirty-four  to  twenty-nine, 
628 ;  Senate  concurs,  Sunday,  Jan- 
uary 17th,  through  the  casting  vote 
of  Governor  Collins,  630 ;  town 
meetings  for  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to,  held  February  8th,  633; 
meets  at  South  Kingstown,  March  1, 
and  consists  of  seventy  members, 


634 ;  character  of  and  names,  634, 
641 ;  documents  pertaining  to  the 
Convention  preserved  by  the  Secre- 
tary, Daniel  Updike,  640;  Journal, 
Minutes  and  Proceedings  of,  640- 
681;  adjourns  to  meet  in  Newport 
on  fourth  Monday  in  May,  659 ;  pro- 
ceedings of  adjourned  session,  G59- 
681;  minutes  of  debates,  662,  663; 
adopts  the  Constitution,  Saturday, 
May,  29th,  1790,  by  a  vote  of  thirty- 
four  to  thirty-two,  672 ;  ai)pliances 
used  to  change  the  votes  of  mem- 
bers, 691. 

Cooke,  E.,  of  Bristol,  petitions  General 
Assembly  to  call  a  Convention,  608. 

Cooke,  Col.  John,  in  command  of  a  reg- 
iment, 101,  102;  Lieutenant  in  a 
Rhode  Island  regiment,  239. 

Cooke,  Nicholas,  elected  Governor  by 
the  General  Assembly,  in  place  of 
Joseph  Wanton,  deposed,  33 ;  makes 
experiments  for  the  home  manufac- 
ture of  saltpetre,  47,  48 ;  inoculated 
with  small  pox,  88 ;  declines  a  re- 
election, 178;  resolution  of  thanks 
to,  passed  by  General  Assembly,  179. 

Cornell,  Ezekiel,  of  Scituate,  elected  a 
delegate  to  Congress,  in  May,  1780, 
285  ;  has  the  confidence  of  Congress, 
305 ;  dunned  for  the  payment  of  bills 
forGovernor  Ward's  tomb  stone,  312, 
318;  destitute  of  cash,  307,  316, 
321 ;  requires  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
motion  for  pensioning  retired  army 
officers,  319;  elected  Commissioner 
of  Board  of  War,  322 ;  appointments 
and  services  as  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, 340 ;  elected  a  second  time,  in 
May,  1781,  343;  appointments  and 
duties,  372,  373 ;  elected  a  third  time 
in  May,  1782,  375  ;  commits  the 
State  to  the  half  pay  measure,  425 ; 
services  on  Committees,  437. 

Corning,  Capt.  David,  petitions  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  respecting  the  Tyler 
case,  258. 

Cornwallis,  John,  Earl,  many  expect 
him  to  be  Burgoined,  317;  retreats 
in  great  haste  from  Charlotte  to 
Camden,  318 ;  reaches  the  confines 
of  Virginia,  331 ;  frenzied  upon 
hearing  of  Tarleton's  defeat,  332 ;  in 
a  situation  where  he  will  have  time 
for  reflection,  332;  leaves  his  dead 
unburied  in  his  retreat  from  North 
Carolina,  336 ;  takes  post  on  the  York 
river,  350;  nothing  but  a  miracle 
can  save  his  army,  351;  surrender 
of,  communicated  to  Congress,  372. 
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Court  of  Appeals,  appointment  of,  282. 

Court  of  Loxdok,  refuses  the  mediation 
of  the  Court  oi  Russia,  349. 

Cove  Lands,  Judge  Staples'  legal  opin- 
ion on,  xxxi. 

Crawford,  sloop,  decree  of  State 
against,  280. 

Crawford,  Alexander,  stone  cutter,  312. 

Credit  Public,  languishing  state  of, 
542. 

Crisis,  first  number  of,  described,  115; 
crisis  in  American  affairs  because  of 
continued  depreciation  of  paper  cur- 
rency, 287 ;  crisis  in  the  history  of 
the  nation,  496. 

Critical  period  of  the  war,  272 ;  condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  June,  1780,  294, 
295. 

Crown  Lands,  forfeited,  should  be  dis- 
posed of  by  Congress  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Confederacy,  135 ;  contro- 
versy respecting  delayed  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, 137 ;  claim  set  up  by  Maryland 
to  a  share  in,  339 ;  should  be  distri- 
buted equally  among  all  the  States, 
393. 

Crown  Point,  97. 

Cruiser,  at  Cape  Fear,  93. 

Currency,  unhappy  situation  of — Con- 
vention appointed  to  consider,  250 ; 
depreciation  of,  253.  See  also  Bills 
OF  Credit  and  Paper  Money. 

CusHiNG,  Thomas,  appointed  to  repre- 
sent Massachusetts  in  first  General 
Congress,  12. 

Daily  Advertiser,  libellous  article  on 
Rhode  Island  published  in,  579,  582. 

Dana,  Mr.,  delegate  from  Massachu- 
setts, 227 ;  objections  of  the  Court 
of  St.  Petersburgh  to  receiving  him 
in  his  public  character,  443. 

Dangers  of  American  Liberty,  subject 
of  Judge  Staples'  Commencement 
oration,  xvi. 

Dauphin,  birth  of^  announced  to  Con- 
gress, 3G9. 

Davis,  Capt.  John,  of  Little  Compton, 
member  of  the  Convention  that 
adopted  the  Constitution,  641 ;  votes 
against  an  adjournment,  659  ;  votes 
in  the  affirmative  on  final  question 
of  adoption,  573. 

Dean,  Ira,  of  Cranston,  48 

Debts  of  the  United  States,  Impost 
agreed  to  by  Congress  for  the  honor- 
able discharge  of,  433. 

Declaration  of  Independence,  ap- 
proved by  General  Assembly,  81. 


De  Lancey,  Brig.  Gen.  Oliver,  on  Long 
Island,  90. 

Delaware,  quoto  of  militia  for  a  fly- 
ing camp,  79 ;  Washington's  army 
passes,  107;  tories  in,  mad  at  paying 
taxes,  308 ;  first  State  to  adopt  the 
Constitution,  608. 

Delaware  Bay  and  river,  thousands  ex- 
pended in  defending,  149. 

Delegates  to  Congress,  attendance  not 
general,  91;  number  of,  regulated 
by  General  Assembly,  235, 

Deliberations  of  Congress,  tedious, 
334. 

Derby,  Hon.  Richard,  257. 

Decision,  want  of,  298. 

Deserters,  Washington  anxious  to  have 
apprehended,  153. 

Desertion  from  the  American  army,  en- 
couraged by  the  enemy,  139. 

Destouches,  Monsieur,  331. 

De  Witt,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  irregular- 
ity in  election  of,  510. 

De  Wolf,  of  Bristol,  petitions  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  for  a  Convention, 
608. 

Dexter,  John  S.,  of  Cumberland,  Cap- 
tain in  Rhode  Island  regiment,  239  ; 
member  of  tlie  General  Assembly, 
379  ;  member  of  the  Convention  that 
adopted  the  Constitution,  641 ;  votes 
against  an  adjournment,  659 ;  votes 
in  the  affirmative  on  final  question 
of  adoption,  673. 

Diamond,  sloop,  124;  William  Chace, 
Captain  of,  82 ;  Nathaniel  Codding- 
ton,  master,  167;  Timothy  Coffin, 
master,  142. 

DiCKERSON,  General,  530. 

DiMAN,  James,  Jeremiah,  Joseph  and 
Jonathan,  of  Bristol,  petition  the 
General  Assembly  to  call  a  Conven- 
tion, 607,  608. 

Divine  Providence,  order  of,  454, 

Donaldson,  I,,  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
privateers  "Congress"  and  Chance," 
83, 

DooRN,  Moses  Van,  of  Bristol,  petitions 
the  Legislature  to  call  a  Convention, 
608, 

Dorchester  Point,  preparations  for 
taking,  60, 

Downer,  Silas,  attendance  on  Stephen 
Hopkins  and  Samuel  Ward,  18,  20; 
graduate  of  Harvard  University,  20, 

Drafted  Men,  individuals  hired  to  take 
their  places,  197. 

Drown,  Solomon,  of  Bristol,  petitions 
the  Legislature  to  call  a  Convention, 
608, 
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Drown,  Solomon,  Professor  in  Brown 
University,  xvi. 

DuDDiNGTON,  Licut.,  wouHcled  on  board 
the  Gaspee,  6. 

DuNKiKK,  Americans  admitted  to  the 
freedom  of,  487. 

DuNMORE,  Lord,  in  command  of  ten 
thousand  men,  100. 

DuRFEE,  Job,  of  Portsmouth,  member  of 
tlie  Convention  that  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, G41 ;  votes  in  favor  of  ad- 
journment, 059;  absent  when  the 
final  question  is  taken,  673. 

DuRFEE,  Job,  a  graduate  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity— attains  to  eminence  on  the 
Bench,  xvi. 

DuRFEE,  Thomas,  remarks  before  the 
Court  on  the  decease  of  Judge  Sta- 
ples, xxv-xxvii. 

Dutch,  entertain  more  favorable  senti- 
ments towards  us,  287. 

DwiGHT,  Dr.,  Travels  in  New  England 
quoted,  G24. 

East  Florida,  attempt  upon,  93. 

East  Greenwich,  Convention  of  freemen 
at,  639. 

East  India  Company,  authorized  by 
Parliament  to  transport  teas  to  Amer- 
ica, 7. 

East  Indies,  hopes  of  England  centre 
in,  4G9. 

Eaton,  Levi,  of  Framingham,  father-in- 
law  of  Judge  Staples,  xviii. 

Eaton,  Susan  Howe,  wife  of  Levi,  xviii. 

Eaton,  Evelina,  daughter  of  Susan  and 
Levi,  and  wife  of  Judge  Staples, 
xviii. 

Eden,  Mr.,  Commissioner  for  restoring 
peace,  225. 

Egbert,  General,  216. 

Elizabeth,  Queen,  motto  of  adopted, 
206;  quoted  by  William  EUery,  271. 

Ellery,  Christopher,  of  Newport,  on 
committee  to  prepare  in^ructions  to 
representatives,  607. 

Ellery,  William,  of  Newport,  member 
of  committee  to  prepare  instructions 
to  delegates  to  Congress  of  1775,  21 ; 
on  committee  to  draft  an  address  to 
Congress,  53 ;  elected  a  delegate  to 
Congress  in  1776,  71,  72;  procures 
an  order  for  the  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment to  Gov.  Samuel  Ward,  85 ; 
pressure  of  duties,  105  ;  services  for 
the  State  and  the  cause  of  liberty, 
113 ;  worn  down  by  continued  labors 
117;  suffers  from  headache  and  bad 
cold,  121 ;  labors  and  honors  of,  in 
Congress  of  1776-7, 126, 127;  elected 
a  delegate  in   May,   1777,  129,  130 ; 


must  return  home  soon,  169;  labors 
and  honors  of,  in  Congress  of  177-8, 
173-175;  elected  a  delegate  in  May, 
1778,  177,  178;  on  important  com- 
mittees, 228-230 ;  elected  a  delegate 
in  May,  1779,  233,  234;  all  his  pro- 
perty in  Newport  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  266 ;  on  important  commit- 
tees, 283 ;  resolution  of  thanks  to, 
passed  by  the  General  AssemVjly, 
285 ;  appointed  Associate  Justice  of 
the  Superior  Court,  286 ;  want  of 
money  on  leaving  Philadelphia,  287, 
289  ;  elected  a  delegate  to  Congress 
in  May,  1781,  343;  in  need  of  mon- 
ey, 356 ;  member  of  the  General 
Assembly,  379 ;  on  committee  of  the 
Legislature  respecting  Judge  Howell 
and  Congress,  427 ;  elected  a  dele- 
gate to  Congress  in  May,  1783,  439; 
expenses,  style  of  living,  etc.,  468; 
duties  and  appointments,  490-496; 
elected  a  delegate  in  May,  1784, 
497 ;  controversy  respecting  his  right 
to  a  seat,  501-510 ;  present  at  session 
of  committee  of  the  States,  June  4th, 
1784,  511;  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  influential  members  of  Con- 
gress, 512;  appointed  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Superior  Court,  531 ;  appoint- 
ed Commissioner  of  Continental 
Loan  Office,  563. 

Elliot,  Major,  101. 

Ellis,  Richard,  159. 

Ellsworth,  Oliver,  of  Connecticut,  ap- 
pointed Commissioner  to  inquire  in- 
to causes  of  the  failure  of  tlie  expe- 
dition against  Rhode  Island,  159. 

Embargoes,  tend  to  disunite  and  distress 
the  inhabitants,  256. 

English,  outward  bound,  capture  of, 
317. 

Erskin,  Mr.,  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
privateers  "Congress"  and  "Chance," 
83. 

Estaing,  Admiral  Count  D',  arrival  of, 
with  fleet  from  France,  191 ;  depai-ts 
from  Rliode  Island  with  his  fleet, 
179;  resolutions  of  Congress  respect- 
ing, 180;  reinforced,  217;  great  and 
signal  success  of,  248 ;  doing  nobly 
in  the  West  Indies,  249 ;  orders  his 
ships  up  the  Savannah  to  cooperate 
with  Gen.  Lincoln,  254 ;  gone  to 
France  with  twelve  sail  of  ships,  275. 

Esten,  Ezek,  of  North  Providence,  mem- 
ber of  the  Convention  that  adopted 
the  Constitution,  642;  votes  in  favor 
of  adjournment,  659;  votes  in  the 
negative  on  final  question  of  adop- 
tion, 673. 
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Estimates  of  expenses  for  the  current 

year,  1784,  48]. 
EuTAW  Springs,  action  of,  372. 
Evans,  Rev.  Dr.,  extract  of  letter  from 

Dr.  Manning  to,  544. 
Exchange  of  Prisoners,  soon  to   take 

place,  148. 
Expenses  of  living  increased,  105. 

Falcon,  The,  at  Cape  Fear,  93. 

Fales,  Jonathan,  of  Bristol,  petitions 
Legislature  to  call  a  Convention, 
608. 

Fales,  William,  of  Bristol,  petitions  Leg- 
islature to  call  a  Convention,  fiOS. 

Fall  River,  attack  on,  by  the  British, 
182. 

Farewell  of  General  "Washington,  4G3. 

Fasting  and  Prayer,  House  of  Bur- 
gesses, in  Virginia,  appoint,  June 
1,  1774,  as  a  day  of,  9;  General  As- 
sembly appoint  May  11,  1775,  as  day 
of,  24 ;  Gov.  Wanton's  views  upon, 
31. 

Federal  Loan  Office,  ordinance  for 
opening,  527. 

Fiat  Justitia  ruat  Coelum,  quoted  by 
Gov.  Greene,  261. 

Finances  of  the  government  in  most  de- 
plorable condition,  298. 

Finney,  Josiah,  of  Bristol,  petitions  the 
Legishature  to  call  a  Convention, 607. 

Fire  Ships  and  Galleys,  ordered  by 
Congress,  149. 

FiSK,  Peleg,  on  committee  of  reconcilia- 
tion between  town  and  country,  611. 

FiSK,  Robert,  town  meeting  in  Ports- 
mouth at  house  of,  637. 

First  Baptist  Church,  parents  of  Judge 
Staples,  worshippers  at,  xix. 

Five  per  Cent  Impost  on  imported  and 
prize  goods,  recommended  by  Con- 
gress, February  3,  1781,  338,  380; 
referred  to  by  Robert  Morris  in  a 
letter  to  Governor  Greene,  and  Gov. 
Greene's  reply,  381;  Rhode  Island 
delays  to  complj'  with  the  requisition 
of  Congress  concerning,  349  ;  Judge 
Howell's  objections  to,  381-387;  ad- 
vocated by  Robert  Morris  in  a  letter 
to  Gov.  Greene,  387-392 ;  all  the 
States  but  Rhode  Island  consent  to, 
390,  392 ;  objections  urged  against ! 
by  Messrs.  Arnold  and  Howell  in  i 
letters  to  Gov.  Greene,  393-398 ; 
Legislature  vote  against  unanimous-  j 
ly,  399 ;  result  of  vote  transmitted 
to  Congress,  400 ;  letters  on  the  sub- 
ject from  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Madi- 
son and   Fitzsimmons,   402;    objec- 


tions of  Rhode  Island  to,  considered 
in  a  report  from  the  same  to  Con- 
gress, 404-411;  proceedings  relative 
to  in  accordance  with  the  political 
creed  of  Rhode  Island,  429 ;  the 
States,  with  the  exception  of  Geor- 
gia and  Rhode  Island,  astonished  that 
they  should  have  ever  favored  it, 
487;  five  per  cent.  Impost  of  1783, 
rejected  by  the  Legislature  of  New 
York,  528  ;  instructions  to  represen- 
tatives from  Smithfield  respecting, 
559  ;  summary  of  the  history  of,  552- 
554 ;  discussion  of,  repeated  on  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  690; 
final  rejection  of,  gave  birth  to  the 
Constitution,  338. 

FivK  Years  Pat  to  officers,  delegates 
instructed  to  vote  for  a  repeal  of  re- 
solution allowing,  440. 

Flagg,  Ebenezer,  Major  in  Rhode  Island 
regiment,  238. 

Flowers,  Col.,  Commissary  General  of 
military  stores,  charged  with  mal- 
practice, 229. 

Fly,  sloop,  forms  part  of  first  American 
fleet,  43. 

Folger,  Captain,  168. 

Foot,  Capt.  Zachariah,  petitions  General 
Assembly  respecting  the  Tyler  case, 
258. 

Forbes,  Charles  E.,  a  graduate  of  Brown 
University — attains  to  eminence  on 
the  Bench,  xvi. 

Fort  Lee,  106,  107. 

Foster,  General,  in  command  of  the 
British  forces  in  Canada,  79. 

Foster,  Theodore,  of  Providence,  on 
committee  to  draw  up  petition  to 
General  Assembly,  607 ;  elected  to 
the  United  States  Senate  in  first 
Congress,  682. 

Fox,  taken  by  a  French  frigate,  208. 

France,  advices  from,  satisfactory,  146 ; 
pursues  her  old  equivocal  line  of 
conduct,  165 ;  treaties  with,  of  alli- 
ance, amity  and  commerce,  171, 
225  ;  determined  to  preserve  her  na- 
val superiority  over  England,  287; 
friendly  position  of,  towards  the 
United  States,  357. 

France  and  Spain,  fleets  of,  joined,  248 ; 
making  preparations  for  a  powerful 
diversion,  275. 

France,  Spain  and  Great  Britain, 
prospects  of  hostilities  between,  157. 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  letters  from  inter- 
cepted, 43  ;  appointed  Minister  Plen- 
ijiotentiary  to  France,  225  ;  demands 
of  the  king  of  Denmark,  the  resto- 


46 


706 


RHODE  ISLAND  IN  THE  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 


ration  of  Cnpt.  Jones',  prizes,  287 ; 
advises  Congress  of  the  necessity  of 
an  early  and  vigorous  campaign, 
357 ;  remarks  on  affixing  his  signa- 
ture to  the  Constitution,  684, 

Freemen,  number  of,  who  voted  in  town 
meetings  on  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  589;  names,  591-606; 
number  wlio  voted  at  the  Spring 
elections  of  1787  and  1788,  606. 

Frekch,  have  a  superiority  in  the  West 
Indies,  280. 

French  Fleet,  arrival  of,  190;  sails  for 
Rhode  Island,  192 ;  enters  passage 
east  of  Conanicut,  194 ;  Cannon- 
aded by  the  enemy,  194;  some  of 
the  ships  dismasted,  197 ;  delicacy 
in  criticising  conduct  of,  199.  See 
also,  EsTAiNG,  Count  D'. 

French  Minister,  politeness,  hospitality 
and  good  nature  of,  306. 

Friends,  Judge  Staples  an  attendant 
upon  their  meetings,  xix,  xxxiii. 

Fur  Trade,  very  profitable,  535. 

Furnace,  Hope,  Assembly  contracts 
with  owners  of,  for  sixty  cannon, 
77. 

FuRNEAUX,  Captain  of  the  Syren,  103. 

Gardner,  Caleb,  Major  in  first  regiment, 
81. 

Gardner,  John,  elected  a  delegate  to 
Congress,  May,  17b8,  614,  616. 

Gardner,  Sylvester,  elected  a  delegate 
to  Congress,  May,  1787,  585. 

Garsia,  Captain,  108. 

Gaspee,  destruction  of,  in  Narragansett 
Bay,  6 ;  documentary  history  of, 
compiled  by  Judge  Staples,  xxx. 

Gates,  General,  ordered  to  the  Northern 
department,  146;  references  to,  312, 
313  ;  low  on  the  list  of  fame — domes- 
tic affliction,  317. 

Gazette,  The,  referred  to,  303. 

General  Assembly,  resolutions  respect- 
ing the  publication  of  Judge  Staples' 
history,  iii,  viii,  xi,  xii,  xiii ;  sends 
letters  to  Congress  giving  reasons 
why  the  State  is  not  represented  in 
the  National  Convention  at  Phila- 
delphia, 575  ;  spirited  protest  against, 
by  members  of  the  House,  576 ;  act 
passed  February,  1788,  requiring  the 
freemen  to  vote  on  the  adoption  or 
rejection  of  the  Constitution,  586 ; 
letter  from  to  Congress,  announcing 
the  rejection  of  the  same,  590;  act 
in  relation  to  a  Convention  on  the 
Constitution,  passed  September  15, 
1789,   620;    letter  to   Congress   re- 


specting, 621 ;  act  for  calling  a  Con- 
vention, passed  January  17th,  1790, 
630;  eventful  session  of,  and  cliar- 
acter  of  the  members,  631;  ratifies 
eleven  of  the  twelve  amendments  to 
the  Constitution,  682. 

General  Congress,  first  proposed  by  the 
freemen  of  Providence,  8,  10. 

George  Tavern,  nearRoxbury,  burnt  by 
the  British,  45. 

Georgia,  British  arrange  for  an  attack 
upon,  252 ;  prosperous  train  of  af- 
fairs in,  255;  government  of,  orga- 
nized, 274 ;  submits  to  British  gov- 
ernment, 295 ;  picture  of  Georgia 
and  her  people,  drawn  by  Dr.  Man- 
ning, 560. 

Germany,  reference  to,  112. 

Gerard,  Monsieur,  Plenipotentiary  of 
France,  interview  between  and  Pres- 
ident of  Congress,  191,  193;  refer- 
ence to,  207. 

Gervaise,  John  L.,  of  South  Carolina, 
chosen  Commissioner  for  the  Treas- 
ury, 521,  523. 

GiBBS,  George,  536. 

GiLMAN,  delegate  to  Congress,  413. 

Gist,  General,  brave  conduct  of,  312. 

Gladding,  John,  and  John  Jr.,  of  Bris- 
tol, petition  the  Legislature  to  call  a 
Convention,  607. 

Gladding,  Joshua,  of  Bristol,  petitions 
Legislature  to  call  a  Convention,  608. 

Gladding.  William,  of  Bristol,  petitions 
Legislature  to  call  a  Convention,  607. 

Glover's  Brigade,  called  from  the  State, 
245,  248. 

Goddard,  William  G.,  Memoir  of  Dr. 
Manning,  quoted,  543. 

Goodman,  Henry,  of  Newport,  on  com- 
mittee to  draw  up  instructions  to 
representatives,  607. 

Gorham,  Mr.,  elected  President  of  Con- 
gress, in  1785,  561. 

Gorton,  Othniel,  on  committee  to  draft 
letters  to  Congress,  575. 

Gorton's  Simplicity's  Defence,  edited 
by  Judge  Staples,  xxviii. 

Gould  Island,  54. 

Government  to  regulate  civil  things  only, 
690. 

Granada,  ports  and  batteries  of,  stormed 
by  Count  D'Estaing.  248. 

Grasse,  Count  De,  hourly  expected  with 
fleet,  350 ;  puts  to  sea  and  encoun- 
ters the  enemy,  351. 

Graves,  Admiral,  297. 

Great  Britain,  Congress  agree  not  to 
export  commodities  to,  15 ;  reduced 
to  great  straits,  171. 
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Greene,  Albert  G.,  Librarian  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Ehode  Island  Historical 
Society,  xxix. 

Greexe,  Christopher,  of  Warwick,  troops 
under  accjuire  hoqor,  15-t ;  gone  to 
Ehode  Island  to  raise  a  regiment  of 
blacks,  165 ;  Colonel  in  Ehode  Isl- 
and regiment,  238  ;  wages  of  officers 
and  soldiers  belonging  to,  2G7 ;  widow 
and  children  of  entitled  to  half  pay, 
533. 

Greene,  Christopher,  Jr.,  of  Warwick, 
member  of  the  Convention  that  adopt- 
ed the  Constitution,  641  ;  votes 
against  an  adjournment,  659;  on  a 
committee  to  draft  further  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  668 ;  votes 
in  the  affirmative  on  final  question  of 
adoption,  672. 

Greene,  George  W.,  chairman  of  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tives  to  confer  with  Judge  Staples, 
ix. 

Greene,  Governor,  of  Maryland,  invites 
General  Washington  and  members  of 
Congress  to  a  ball,  463. 

Greene, Lieut.  Job,  of  Coventry,  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  641 ;  votes  in  favor  of 
adjournment,  659;  votes  in  negative 
on  final  question  of  adoption,  673. 

Greene,  Joseph  W.,  of  Bristol,  petitions 
Legislature  to  call  a  convention,  607. 

Greene,  Nathanael,  of  Warwick,  Ma- 
jor General,  appointed  Brigadier 
General  of  Army  of  Observation  in 
Ehode  Island,  38  ;  recovers  his  health 
to  the  joy  of  the  army,  90 ;  extracts 
of  letters  from,  98;  substance  of  a 
letter  from,  99  ;  battle  between  and 
Cornwallis,  157;  skirmish  in  Jersey 
with  the  enemy,  300 ;  declines  serv- 
ing as  Quartermaster  Gen.,  304  :  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  south- 
ern army,  317  ;  in  Philadelphia  on  his 
way  south,  318;  takes  command  of 
the  army,  323 ;  not  in  a  condition  to 
fight  or  retreat,  326 ;  intelligence 
from,  331 ;  successful  at  all  times  in 
the  petit  guerre,  333 ;  militia  of  North 
Carolina  under,  do  not  behave  well, 
334 ;  gains  an  advantage  over  Lord 
Eawdon,  344  ;  results  of  his  campaign 
in  the  south,  347  ;  successful  fight  with 
the  enemy,  Sept.  8, 1781,  352;  lady  ar- 
rives at  headquarters,  367;  thanks  of 
Congress  for  gallant  conduct  at  Eu- 
taw  Springs,  372 ;  appointed  Com- 
missioner to  hold  and  conclude  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  Indians,  483  ;  hon- 


orable appointment, 484 ;  spends  a  few 
weeks  in  Providence — too  much  at- 
tention cannot  be  paid  to  a  character 
so  meritorious,  487 ;  two  pieces  of 
field  ordnance  presented  to  by  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  493. 

Greene,  Eichard  W.,  of  Warwick,  at- 
tains to  eminence  on  the  bench,  xvi. 

Greene,  Thomas,  settlement  of  accounts, 
533. 

Greene,  William,  of  Warwick,  succeeds 
Nicholas  Cooke,  as  Governor  of  the 
State,  178  ;  congratulated  by  William 
EUery  on  his  election  to  oflSce,  181 ; 
statements  respecting  the  distressed 
condition  of  the  State  in  1778,182- 
184;  statement  of  the  history  of  the 
State  during  the  war,  and  her  dis- 
tressed condition  in  1781,352-366; 
remarks  on  retiring  from  the  guber- 
natorial chair,  549. 

Greene,  William  of  Warwick,  Lieuten- 
ant Governor,  and  chairman  of  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  to  confer  with 
Judge  Staples,  ix;  class  mate  of 
Judge  Staples,  and  Valedictorian, 
xvii ;  letter  from,  describing  the  cha- 
racter and  habits  of  Judge  Staples  as 
a  student,  xxxi.-xxxiii. 

Greenell,  Captain,  57. 

Greyhound,  capture  of,  269. 

Griffin,  Cyrus,  of  Virginia,  elected 
President  of  Congress,  585 

Groton,  inhabitants  of  complain  of  Dr. 
Howell,  311. 

Guild,  Eeuben  A.,  memoir  of  Dr.  Man- 
ning, quoted,  544. 

Gunpowder,  supply  of,  inadequate,  46 ; 
secret  committee  charged  with  the 
importation  of,  46 ;  Gov.  Cooke  re- 
commends a  method  by  which  it 
may  be  manufactured  by  farmers, 
47-48. 

Hackensack,  referred  to,  107;  taken 
prisoner  by  Gen.  Heath,  115. 

Haile,  Levi,  attains  to  eminence  on  the 
bench,  xvi. 

Half  Pay  for  oflicers,  discussed  in  Con- 
gress, 435  ;  instructions  of  General 
Assembly  to  delegates  concerning, 
440 ;  spirited  memorial  against,  447. 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  moves  that  a  dep- 
utation be  sent  to  Ehode  Island  res- 
pecting the  five  per  cent.  Impost, 
401 ;  prepares  a  letter  to  the  Legis- 
lature, 402 ;  report  to  Congress  con- 
sidering and  answering  the  objec- 
tions of  Ehode  Island  to  the  Impost, 
404-411;   votes   against  the  Impost 
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as  afterwards  agreed  to  by  Congress, 
433. 

Hamilton.  Governor  of  Detroit,  surpris- 
ed and  taken  prisoner,  235,  237. 

Hampsimke  Gkants,  314. 

Hampton,  Virginia,  destroyed  by  the  en- 
emy, 237, 

Hancock,  General,  arrives  in  Rhode 
Ishind  witli  volunteers  from  Massa- 
chusetts, 198. 

Hancock,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  Pres- 
ident of  Congress  of  1775,  35;  Con- 
gress of  177C,  125;  resigns  the  office, 
173;  President  of  Congress  of  1782, 
436;  Congress  of  1785,  501. 

Handy,  Capt.  Charles,  reads  the  Declar- 
ation of  Independence  in  1776  and  in 
1826,  81. 

Hanson,  John,  of  Maryland,  appointed 
President  of  Congress,  371. 

Hardy,  Samuel,  seconds  a  motion  made 
by  Mercer,  509  ;  elected  chairman  of 
committee  on  the  States,  511. 

Haelem,  state  of  the  army  at,  89. 

Harris,  Captain,  arrives  at  Newport.  82. 

Harris,  Judge  Caleb,  of  Johnston,  529; 
appointed  surveyor,  531. 

Hartford,  proceedings  of  Convention 
at,  referred  to,  263. 

Harvard  University,  Silas  Downer,  a 
graduate  of,  20  :  Gov.  Ward  a  gradu- 
ate of,  61. 

Hawk,  sloop,  commanded  by  Major  Tal- 
bot, 180. 

Hat,  quota  of  to  be  furnished  by  Rhode 
Island,  276. 

Haynes,  Colonel,  ill  treatment  of,  at 
Charleston,  referred  to  committee, 371. 

Hazard,  Ebenezer,  purposes  to  change 
the  route  of  the  post  through  Rhode 
Island,  214 ;  route  not  changed,  219. 

Hazard,  Edward  H.,  remarks  before  the 
Court  on  decease  of  Judge  Staples, 

XXV. 

Hazard,  George,  of  Newport,  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  641 ;  votes  against  ad- 
journment, 659  ;  votes  in  the  affirm- 
ative on  final  question,  672. 

Hazard  Jonathan  J.,  of  South  Kings- 
town, on  Committee  of  the  Legisla- 
ture respecting  David  Howell  and 
Congress,  427 ;  elected  delegate  to 
Congress  in  May,  1787,  585  ;  request- 
ed by  Legislature  to  take  his  seat  as 
soon  as  may  be,  586 ;  appointed  a 
committee  to  draft  letter  to  Congress, 
689 ;  elected  a  second  time  a  dele- 
gate, 614,  616;  member  of  the  Con- 
vention that  adopted  the  Constitution, 


C41 ;  on  committee  to  prepare  rules 
and  orders,  042 ;  on  eoniinittee  to 
draft  amendments,  050 ;  votes  in  fa- 
vor of  adjournment,  059 ;  on  com- 
mittee to  draft  further  amendments, 
668 ;  votes  in  the  negative  on  the 
final  question,  673. 

Hazard  Thomas  G.,  on  committee  of  the 
Legislature  respecting  David  Howell 
and  Congress,  427. 

Hazard  Roland  G.,  on  committee  of  the 
Senate  to  confer  with  Judge  Staples, 
ix,  xi. 

Heath,  General,  takes  Hackensack  and 
Port  Lee,  115;  letter  respecting  ex- 
pedition against  island  of  Rhode 
Island,  193. 

Heintt,  Chev.  Jean  De,  Secretary  of 
the  Order  of  Divine  Providence,  454. 

Helme,  Rowse  J.,  Attorney  in  behalf  of 
Capt.  Tyler,  259 ;  on  committee  to 
draft  letter  to  Congress,  575,  589. 

Helme,  Lieut.  William,  silver  hilted 
sword  voted  iiim  for  gallantry,  181. 

Hemp,  purchased  for  continental  ships  in 
Providence  and  misapplied,  88. 

Hereditary  Titles  not  allowed  in  the 
new  States,  480. 

Hessian  silken  standard  taken  at  Tren- 
ton, described,  114. 

Hesisans,  Red  Fever  among,  122. 

Hewes  and  Anthony,  of  Philadelphia, 
471,  529,  536. 

Hic  labor  hoc  opus,  quoted  by  Judge 
Howell,  517. 

HiGGiNSON,  Stephen,  of  Massachusetts, 
appointed  commissioner  to  make 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  Indians,  483. 

Hillegas,  Mr.,  122. 

Hillhouse,  Mr.,  nominated  as  a  delegate 
to  Congress,  511. 

Hitchcock,  Daniel,  appointed  Colonel  in 
Army  of  Observation,  38. 

Hitchcock  Rev.  Dr.,  delivers  an  address 
at  a  celebration  in  Providence,  009. 

Hoar,  Benjamin,  of  Bristol,  petitions  the 
Legislature  to  call  a  Convention,  608. 

Holland,  teas  smuggled  from,  7. 

Hollanders  well  disposed  towards  us, 
207. 

Holten,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  com- 
mittee of  credentials,  512. 

Holden,  Charles,  State  Commissary  of 
purchases,  308. 

Holden,  John,  Captain  in  Rhode  Island 
regiment,  239. 

Holden,  Thomas,  elected  a  delegate  to 
Congress  in  May,  1788,  614,  616. 

HOLLINGSWORTH  AND    RiCHARDSON,   CaU- 

non  to  be  delivered  to,  76. 
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Hooper,  W.,  of  North  Carolina,  delegate 
to  Congress,  100. 

Hope  Island,  reference  to,  54. 

HoPKixs,  David,  son  of  the  minister  in 
Newport,  93. 

Hopkins,  Governor  Stephen,  of  Provi- 
dence, appointed  a  delegate  to  the 
first  Congress,  10,  13;  member  of 
committee  on  trade  and  manufac- 
tures, 15;  account  of  expenses,  18- 
19  ;  appointed  a  delegate  to  Congress 
of  1775,  21;  takes  liis  seat,  35;  on 
naval  committee,  42,  44 ;  serves  on 
various  committees,  63 ;  elected  a 
delegate  to  Congress  of  1776,  71-72  : 
difficulty  attending  his  correspond- 
ence, 78  :  does  not  propose  to  return 
to  Congress,  83,  85  ;  General  Assem- 
bly vote  him  tlianks  "  for  his  good 
services,"  91 ;  labors  and  honors  as 
a  delegate,  126,  127;  elected  a  dele- 
gate to  Congress  of  1777,  129,  130 
also  to  Congress  of  1778,  177,  178 
again  to  Congress  of  1779,  233-234 
Yv^ard  and  Hopkins  controversy  re- 
vived, 286,  688. 

Hopkins,  Ezek,  brotlier  of  Stephen,  in 
command  of  first  American  tleet,  43  ; 
in  command  of  a  military  station  on 
the  Island,  52  ;  references  to,  76,  77 ; 
conmiander-in-chief  of  the  Conti- 
nental navy,  78 ;  resolution  of  Con- 
gress requiring  him  to  take  cannon 
from  Newport,  78 ;  Congress  passes 
vote  of  censure  against,  84 ;  refer- 
ence to,  93 ;  allowed  to  enlist  men 
from  Col.  Kiclmiond  and  Col.  Cook's 
regiments,  102;  contract  made  by 
officers  and  fleet  when  in  Delaware 
river,  145  ;  nominates  President  Man- 
ning as  a  delegate  to  Congress,  444. 

Hopkins  John  B.,  son  of  Ezek,  in  com- 
mand of  brig  Cabot,  43 ;  appointed 
to  the  command  of  a  ship,  79  ;  com- 
missioned, 80. 

HoKNET,  sloop,  forming  part  of  first 
American  fleet,  43. 

HousTOUN,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  firey  young 
man,  560. 

Howard,  Lieut.  Colonel,  silver  medal 
awarded  to  by  Congress,  341. 

Howard,  Capt.  William,  of  Foster,  mem- 
ber of  the  Convention  that  adopted 
the  Constitution,  642 ;  votes  in  the 
negative  on  the  final  question,  673. 

Howe,  General  Lord,  retires  towards 
York  Island,  99 ;  agrees  to  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  103  ;  army  re- 
ferred to.  111;  appears  in  Chesapeake 
Bay  with  a  large  fleet,  149  ;  skirmish- 


es with  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadel- 
phia, 158. 

Howell  David,  of  Providence,  appointed 
by  tlie  General  Assembly  to  proceed 
to  Congress  and  make  application 
for  money,  119;  elected  a  delegate 
to  Congress  in  May,  1782,  375;  ob- 
jections to  the  Five  per  cent.  Impost, 
as  recommended  by  Congress,  881- 
387 ;  opposed  by  Congress  in  conse- 
quence, 413,  430 ;  Mr.  Arnold's  views 
of  liis  official  conduct,  419-420; 
treated  with  coldness  and  indiffer- 
ence, 420;  vindicates  himself  with 
firmness,  421 ;  extraordinary  pro- 
ceedings in  Congress  towards,  421- 
424 ;  obtains  leave  of  absence,  419 ; 
acknowledges  himself  to  be  the 
author  of  a  letter  from  which  extracts 
had  been  published,  423  ;  conduct  as 
a  delegate  fully  approved  by  the 
Legislature,  427-428 ;  influence  in 
Congress  affected  by  the  proceedings 
in  relation  to  the  Impost  duty,  437; 
elected  a  delegate  in  May,  1783,  439 ; 
important  letter  to  Governor  Greene, 
clearly  expressing  and  logically  de- 
fending his  views  in  favor  of  State 
riglits  and  against  the  action  of  Con- 
gress, 442-454 ;  dines  at  General 
Washington's  table,  455 ;  anecdotes 
respecting  Washington  and  the 
Frencli  Minister,  455 ;  refers  to  his 
wife  and  children,  462 ;  no  public 
worship  in  Annapolis,  464 ;  views 
upon  the  importance  and  advantages 
of  religion,  464 ;  excellent  talent  for 
collecting  information,  469  ;  compli- 
mented for  liis  opposition  to  tlie  Five 
per  cent.  Impost,  477  ;  reads  instead 
of  visiting  places  of  amusement,  478 ; 
excellent  state  of  health,   484 ;    de- 

I  nounces  the  baseness,  meanness,  in- 

trigue, chicanery,  etc.,  of  Congress, 
489 ;  opposed  to  the  continuance  of 
slavery,  494 ;  elected  a  delegate  in 
May,  1784,  497 ;  controversy  in  Con- 
gress respecting  his  right  to  a  seat , 
501-510 ;  one  of  the  oldest  and  influ- 
ential members,  512 ;  object  of 
marked  resentment — supported  by  a 
decided  majority,  518;  in  "hot  wa- 
ter" for  six  weeks  —  receives  two 
challenges  to  fight  duels,  514;  grate- 
ful for  the  honor  of  three  successive 
elections,  518 ;  general  health,  per- 
sonal liabits,  and  attendance  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  518-519  ;  soon 
to  retire  to  his  little  cottage  in  Provi- 
dence, 520 ;  chairman  of  committee 
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on  Impost,  520 ;  much  in  debt  and 
out  of  cash,  528,  536 ;  never  solicit- 
ed office,  538 ;  great  personal  influ- 
ence, 5-45  ;  chairman  of  committee  to 
draw  up  petition  to  General  Assem- 
bly, 607 ;  appointed  chairman  of 
committee  to  prepare  an  address  to 
President  Washington,  683  ;  Profes- 
sor of  Law  in  Brown  University,  and 
one  of  the  greatest  men  of  his  time, 
xvl. 

Howell,  Dr. ,  complaints  of  New  Lon- 
don against,  311. 

HowLAND  John,  and  John  Jr.,  of  Bris- 
tol, petition  the  Legislature  to  call  a 
Convention,  608. 

HowLAND,  William,  Captain  of  a  vessel 
from  Dartmouth,  103. 

Howland's  Ferry,  194. 

HoxsiE,  Joseph,  Lieut.  Colonel  in  first 
regiment,  81. 

HoxsiE,  Thomas,  of  Charlestown,  mem- 
ber of  the  Convention  that  adopted 
the  Constitution,  Gil ;  votes  in  favor 
of  adjournment,  659;  votes  in  the 
negative  on  final  question,  673. 

Hudson  River,  to  be  obstructed  and  for- 
tified, 166. 

Hull,  Capt.  Edward,  of  New  Shoreham, 
member  of  the  Convention  that 
adopted  the  Constitution,  641 ;  votes 
in  favor  of  adjournment,  659;  absent 
when  final  question  is  taken,  673. 

Huntington,  Samuel,  of  Connecticut, 
President  of  Congress,  282,  337; 
elected  President,  March  2,  1781, 
under  Articles  of  Confederation, 
339. 

Hussey,  Reuben,  170. 

Illinois  Indians,  proprosed  treaty  with, 
527. 

Imported  Articles,  duty  on,  consid- 
ered, 327. 

Impost  of  five  per  cent.,  proceedings  in 
Rhode  Island  in  relation  to,  401- 
430;  committee  of  the  whole  to 
■work  upon,  426 ;  proceedings  re- 
epecting,  not  yet  stopped,  433  ;  mod- 
ified and  agreed  to  by  Congress, 
April  18,  1773.  433;  Judge  Howell's 
objection  to,  448;  adopted  by  Mas- 
sachusetts, 461 ;  State  imposts  prac- 
ticable and  productive,  472,  489 ; 
Continental  impost  not  a  measure  of 
necessity,  475;  Impost  of  1781  de- 
feated, 487 ;  Impost  of  1783  doubt- 
ful, 487 ;  diversity  in  the  laws  re- 
specting imposts  in  different  States, 
495 ;  Continental  impost  not  consti- 
tutional,  516,   517;    instructions   to 


representatives  from  Smithfield  re- 
specting Impost  of  five  per  cent., 
559 ;  summary  of  history  of,  552- 
554.  See  also  Five  per  cent.  Im- 
post. 

Indents  of  Interest,  563,  564. 

Indent  requisitions,  613. 

Independence,  Fort,  116. 

Independence  Mount,  evacuation  of, 
157,  175. 

Independence  of  the  United  States,  re- 
solution of  Congress  respecting,  70; 
delegates  of  Rhode  Island  unite  with 
other  delegates  in  declaration  of,  81 ; 
approved  in  General  Assembly,  81 ; 
guaranteed  by  France,  171;  ac- 
knowledged by  the  seven  United 
Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  387. 

Indiana,  a  country  of  immense  value, 
317. 

Indians,  General  Washington  empower- 
ed to  employ  them  in  Canada,  79 ; 
another  treaty  proposed  with,  527 ; 
disquieted  by  ill  minded  persons,  535. 

Ingalls,  William,  Professor  in  Brown 
University,  xvi. 

Ingraham,  Jeremiah,  of  Bristol,  peti- 
tions the  Legislature  to  call  a  Con- 
vention, 608. 

Ingraham,  Simeon,  of  Bristol,  petitions 
the  Legislature  to  call  a  Convention, 
608. 

Inoculation,  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly regulating,  82 ;  hospital  es- 
tablished for,  82 ;  carried  on  in  camp 
with  great  success,  168. 

Instructions  to  the  delegates  to  the 
Congress  of  1775,  22;  embrace  the 
earliest  action  of  any  colony  in  fa- 
vor of  a  Continental  navy,  40 :  to 
delegates  to  the  Congress  of  1776, 
72 ;  instructions  of  the  General  As- 
sembly in  February,  1778,  134;  to 
delegates  to  Congress  in  1782,  375 ; 
prepared  at  October  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  378;  to  delegates 
May  10,  1783,  440;  to  delegates  in 
February,  1784,  441;  from  freemen 
of  Smithfield  to  their  representa- 
tives, April  19,  1786.  558;  from  Lit- 
tle Compton  to  their  deputies,  589 ; 
from  Richmond  to  their  delegates, 
February  18,  1790,  635;  from  Ports- 
mouth, February  27,  1790,  636; 
from  Richmond,  April  15th,  663 ; 
from  Middletown,  April  21st,  664; 
from  Charlestown,  April  21st,  664; 
from  Portsmouth,  April  26,  665 ; 
from  North  Kingstown,  April  21, 
665;  from  Providence,  May  24th, 
666;  from  Middletown,   May  29th, 
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670;   from   Portsmouth,   May   29th, 

670-G72. 
Intelligenxe,  committee   of,    appointed 

by  Congress,  94,  95. 
Ireland,  112;  not  satisfied,  287. 
Irish,  rivalry  of,  409. 
Irvine,  Brigadier  General,  wounded  and 

made  prisoner,  158. 

Jackson,   General,   removed    from    the 

State,  249. 
Jackson,  Mr.,   one  of  the   managers  of 
the  Continental  lottery,  120. 

Jackson,  Charles,  of  Providence,  class- 
mate and  friend  of  Judge  Staples, 
xvii ;  announces  his  decease  in 
Court,  XX. 

Jackson,  Rev.  Dr.  Henry,  class-mate  of 
Judge  Staples,  xvii. 

Jamaica  Fleet,  capture  of,  251. 

James,  Thomas,  of  Richmond,  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  042 ;  votes  in  favor  of 
adjournment,  059;  votes  in  the  ne- 
gative on  final  question,  073. 

Jarvis,  Mr.,  conduct  in  supplying  the 
State  with  arms  approved,  116,  119. 

Jat,  John,  of  New  York,  succeeds  Law- 
rence as  President  of  Congress,  224  ; 
sails  in  the  Aurora  frigate  for 
France,  274;  appointed  Minister 
Plenipotentiary,  &c.,  282. 

Jeffersox,  Thomas,  ordered  as  Govern- 
or to  vurn  out  all  the  militia  of  Vir- 
ginia, 331 ;  one  of  the  best  members 
of  Congress  —  has  good  library  of 
books,  478  ;  opposed  to  the  continu- 
ance of  slavery,  494. 

Jenkins,  John,  of  Exeter,  48. 

Jenks,  Rev.  Harvey,  teacher  in  the  Uni- 
versity Grammar  school,  xv. 

Jersey,  successes  in,  116;  skirmish  in, 
between  the  enemy  and  General 
Greene,  300. 

Johnson,  David,  Lieutenant  in  Rhode 
Island  regiment,  239. 

Johnson,  Dr.,  of  Connecticut,  famous 
member  of  Congress,  500;  receives 
news  of  the  dangerous  illness  of  a 
child,  527  ;  compliments  Dr.  Manning 
as  holding  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer, 
560. 

Johnson,  Samuel,  of  North  Carolina, 
appointed  President  of  Congress, 
370. 

Johnstone,  George,  Commissioner  for 
restoring  peace,  225 ;  attempts  to 
bribe  Joseph  Reed,  227. 

Jones,  Captain  of  the  Alliance,  ordered 
to  America,  287. 

JosLTN,  Thomas,  appointed  on  commit- 


tee to  draft  letter  to  Congress,  589. 

JorRNALS  OF  Congress,  first  volume 
printed,  140;  twenty  volumes  order- 
ed for  each  state,  153 ;  second  vol- 
ume of,  printed,  246. 

Journals  and  Minutes  of  the  Conven- 
tion that  adopted  the  Constitution, 
640-681. 

Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  one  of  the 
most  important  oflices  in  the  State, 
532. 

Katt,  sloop,  Commodore  Whipple  dis- 
patched in  her  to  Philadelphia,  43 ; 
employed  in  the  service  of  Congress, 
44. 

Kentucky,  petition  from,  taken  up,  478. 

KiCKEMUiT,  near  Warren,  houses  in, 
burned  by  the  enemy,  182. 

Kinnimicut  Point,  fortification  below- 
recommended  by  Governor  Cooke, 45. 

King  of  Great  Britain,  speech  more 
moderate,  275  ;  no  thoughts  of  peace, 
327. 

King  Philip's  War,  xxix. 

King,  William  B.,  of  Johnston,  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  642 ;  votes  in  favor  of 
adjournment,  059;  votes  in  the  ne- 
gative on  final  question,  673. 

Kingsbridge,  referred  to,  95. 

Knowles'  Life  of  Roger  Williams,  refer- 
red to,  xxix. 

Knowlton,  Colonel,  of  Connecticut, 
killed  in  battle,  88. 

Ladd,  Capt.  William,  of  Little  Compton, 
member  of  the  Convention  that 
adopted  the  Constitution,  641 ;  votes 
in  the  negative  on  the  question  of 
adjournment,  059;  votes  in  the  af- 
firmative on  final  question,  673. 

Lafayette,  Marquis  De,  charmed  with 
the  spirited  behavior  of  the  militia 
and  rifle  corps,  157 ;  efforts  to  induce 
Count  D'  Estaing  to  return  to  Rhode 
Island  with  his  fleet,  179;  arrival  in 
Virginia,  332. 

Lancaster,  session  of  Congress  at,  173. 

Land  Tax,  not  agreed  to  by  delegates 
from  the  western  States,  435. 

Land  Ordinance,  one  of  the  most  com- 
plicated and  embarrassing  subjects 
before  Congress,  528. 

Lands,  vacant.  General  Assembly  claims 
a  right  to,  in  behalf  of  the  State, 
376 ;  western  lands  settling  with 
amazing  rapidity,  447. 

Lapiiam,  Benjamin  N.,  addresses  the 
Court  on  decease  of  Judge  Staples, 
xxii-xxv. 
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Laurens,  Hon.  Henry,  resigns  his  of- 
fice ns  rrcsident  of  Congress,  224; 
sails  for  Europe  to  negotiate  a  loan, 
302 ;  committed  to  the  Tower  of 
London,  on  suspicion  of  treason, 
361. 

Lawton,  Mr.,  Captain  of  a  vessel,  528. 

Lawton,  Giles,  Jr.,  moderator  of  atow.n 
meeting  in  Portsmouth,  G36,  639. 

Lawton,  Rohert,  on  committee  to  draft 
instructions  to  delegates  from  Ports- 
mouth, 636. 

Lee,  Arthur,  extract  of  letter  from,  138, 
139 ;  in  nomination  for  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  327. 

Lee,  Charles,  Major  General,  sets  out 
for  the  camp  on  heights  of  Harlem, 
93 ;  writes  that  the  enemy  will  be 
checkmated,  97 ;  Gen.  Sullivan's  ac- 
count of  his  capture  by  the  enemy, 
110;  second  brilliant  stroke  of, 
249.    • 

Lee,  Lieut.  Colonel,  334. 

Lee,  Richard  Henry,  seconds  a  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Chase,  504 ;  President 
of  Congress,  512. 

Lee  Fort,  taken  possession  of  by  Gen. 
Heath,  115. 

Lechmere  Point,  Boston  bombarded 
from,  60. 

Lefavoub,  Daniel,  of  Bristol,  petitions 
the  Legislature  to  call  a  Convention, 
608. 

Lexington  and  Concord,  battles  of,  22. 

Lewis,  Elijah,  Captain  in  Rhode  Island 
regiment,  238. 

Liberty,  armed  sloop,  boarded,  scuttled 
and  sunk  at  Newport,  6. 

Liberty,  religious,  set  forth  in  Bill  of 
Rights,  adopted  by  Convention  at 
South  Kingston,  651.  See  also  Re- 
ligious Liberty. 

Light  Horse,  surprised  in  theirquarters 
in  the  Jerseys,  203. 

Lincoln,  General,  appointed  to  command 
the  forces  in  the  State,  109. 

LiNDSEY,  William,  of  Bristol,  petitions 
the  Legislature  to  call  a  Convention, 
608. 

LiPPiTT,  Christopher,  Colonel  in  the  se- 
cond regiment,  81 ;  battalion  com- 
manded to  march  to  New  York,  S3. 

LiPPiTT,  Prof.  E.  R.,  class  mate  of  Judge 
Staples,  xvii. 

Liquidation  of  outstanding  debts,  310. 

Little  Compton  instructs  her  deputies 
in  favor  of  a  convention,  589. 

Living,  expenses  of,  increased,  105. 

Livingstone,  Colonel,  gone  from  Fair- 
field to  Long  Island,  96. 


Livingstone,  Henry  B.,  Captain  of  a 
company  on  Long  Island,  90. 

Livingston,  Rohert  R.,  in  nomination 
for  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
327. 

Livingston,  "Walter,  of  New  Jersey, 
chosen  Commissioner  for  the  Treas- 
ury, 521,  523. 

Loan  Office,  to  be  established  in  each 
of  the  States,  89 ;  remarks  upon 
Loan  Ofiices,  91 ;  to  be  encouraged 
in  Rhode  Island,  120;  demand  for 
Loan  Office  certificates,  144 ;  plan 
for  liquidating  the  value  of,  281; 
scale  of  depreciation  upon  which 
they  are  to  be  paid  off,  299  ;  conduct 
of  Congress  in  regard  to  consolidat- 
ing, 460. 

London,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  be 
sent  to  Court  of,  525. 

L'Orient,  port  of  declared  free,  486. 

Lottery',  State,  recommended  by  Wil- 
liam Ellery,  105 ;  Mr.  Jackson  one 
of  the  managers  of,  120;  designed  to 
stop  the  depreciation  of  paper  cur- 
rency, 120;  Continental  lottery  tick- 
ets, 192,  196,  201,  202,  203. 

LovERiNG,  Warren,  of  Med  way,  class- 
mate of  Judge  Staples,  xvii. 

LovET,  Mr.,  appointed  quartermaster  of 
the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  324. 

Luzerne,  Minister  Chevalier  D',  263. 

McClenachen,  Blair,  remarks  in  praise 
of  Judge  Howell  and  Rhode  Island, 
477. 

McDougall,  General,  151. 

McDouGALL,  Mr.,  nominated  as  delegate 
to  Congress,  511. 

McKean,  Thomas,  of  Delaware,  appoint- 
ed President  of  Congress,  370. 

Madison,  James,  on  committee  of  Con- 
gress to  consider  the  affiiirs  of  Rhode 
Island  in  relation  to  Impost  duty, 
411. 

Madrid,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  be 
sent  to  Court  of.  525. 

Make  Hay  while  the  Sun  shines,  quo- 
ted, 450. 

Malmedy,  Monsieur,  appointed  engineer 
and  overseer  of  military  works, 
109. 

Manchester,  Isaac,  of  Tiverton,  mem- 
ber of  the  Convention  that  adopted 
the  Constitution,  641 ;  votes  against 
an  adjournment,  659 ;  votes  in  the  af- 
firmative on  final  question,  673, 

Manchester,  Seabury,  of  Bristol,  peti- 
tions the  Legislature  to  call  a  Con- 
vention, 608. 
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Manning,  Rev.  Abel,  class-mate  of  Judge 
Staples,  xvii. 

Manning,  Rev.  President,  elected  a  del- 
egate to  Congress  in  February  178G, 
541 ;  account  of  his  election,  543, 
550 ;  in  pressing  need  of  money  in 
New  York,  545.547,  548;  denounces 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  as  an  in- 
famous set  of  men,  551 ;  suffers  from 
privation  and  want,  551 ;  master  of 
all  the  important  questions  debated 
in  Congress,  560;  treated  with  res- 
pect by  members  of  Congress  and 
heads  of  departments,  561 ;  appoint- 
ed on  committee  to  present  to  Con- 
gress petition  from  Providence,  627  ; 
founder  of  the  University  Grammar 
School,  XV. 

Manton,  Daniel,  elected  a  delegate  to 
Congress  in  1787,  585. 

Manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  first 
Congress  resolve  not  to  import,  15. 

Marchant,  Henry,  of  Newport,  chair- 
man of  committee  to  prepare  instruc- 
tions to  delegates  to  Congress,  21 ; 
on  committee  to  draft  an  address  to 
Congress,  53 ;  appointed  a  delegate 
to  Congress  in  February,  1777,  92, 
118;  gives  satisfactory  reasons  for 
not  serving,  126  ;  elected  a  delegate 
in  May,  1777,  129-130  ;  views  Wash- 
ington's army  from  the  State  house, 
149 ;  personal  affairs  allow  ium  to  be 
absent  from  home  but  six  months, 
154,  155  ;  appointed  commissioner  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failure 
of  the  Rhode  Island  expedition,  159  ; 
labors  and  honors  of,  173-175;  re- 
elected in  May,  1778,  177-178;  takes 
his  seat  in  Congress,  179;  congratu- 
lates Monsieur  Gerard  upon  his  safe 
arrival,  191 ;  on  important  commit- 
tees, 225-230;  elected  again  in  May, 
1779,  233-234 ;  account  of  expenses 
as  a  delegate,  235 ;  on  important 
committees,  283  ;  resolution  of  thanks 
to,  passed  by  the  General  Assembly, 
286 ;  elected  a  delegate  to  Congress  in 
May,  1783,439  ;  name  does  not  appear 
in  Congress  for  this  year,  490 ;  elected 
again  in  May,  1784,  497  ;  protests 
against  the  action  of  the  Legislature 
in  not  sending  delegates  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention  at  Philadelphiii, 
578  ;  introduces  a  bill  in  the  Legisla- 
ture for  calling  a  Convention,  628  ; 
member  of  the  Convention  that  adopt- 
ed the  Constitution,  641 ;  chairman 
of  committee  to  prepare  rules  and 
orders,  642 ;  votes  against  the  ad- 
journment, 659 ;  votes  in  the  afBrm- 
•47 


ative  on  final  question,  672 ;  appoint- 
ed District  Judge  by  President  Wash- 
ington, 682. 

]\L\rchant,  William, forwards  to  Congress 
petitions  from  Newport  and  Bristol, 
627. 

Marcy.  William  L.,  a  graduate  of  Brown 
University — attains  to  eminence  on 
the  Bench,  xvi. 

Marion,  General,  cuts  up  the  North  Car- 
olina tories,  334. 

Marine  Service,  Gov.  Ward's  estimate 
of  the  value  of,  50. 

Marque  and  Reprisal,  Gov.  Cooke  em- 
powered to  grant  commissions  of  104; 
also,  empowered  to  grant  letters  of 
to  foreigners,  110. 

Marquees  and  Tents,  great  need  of  in 
the  army,  302. 

Marseilles,  Americans  admitted  to  the 
freedom  of,  487. 

Martha's  Vineyard, stock  taken  from  by 
the  enemy,  201. 

Martindale,  Captain,  officers  and  sea- 
men under  captured.  55. 

Martinico,  transports  sail  for  from 
France,  245. 

Maryland,  quota  of  militia  for  a  flying 
camp,  79  ;  refuses  to  accede  to  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation  on  account  of 
crown  lands,  137;  delegates  empow- 
ered to  sign  the  Confederation,  328. 

Mason,  Daniel,  protests  againts  certain 
of  the  Legislature,  578. 

Mason,  John,  on  committee  of  reconcili- 
ation between  town  and  country, 
611. 

Massachusetts,  sympathy  of  the  other 
colonies  with,  13;  Provincial  Con- 
gress of,  70 ;  quota  of  militia  for  Can- 
ada and  New  York,  79 ;  every  fifth; 
man  ordered  to  New  York,  87  ;  adopts 
the  Impost  of  five  per  cent.,  461. 

Mathewson,  Abraham,  on  committee  of 
reconciliation  between  town  and. 
country,  (ill. 

Mathewson,  Noah,  of  Johnston,  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  642  ;  votes  in  favor  of 
adjournment,  659  ;  votes  in  the  neg- 
ative on  final  question,  673. 

M.^thewson,  William,  of  West  Green- 
wich, member  of  the  Convention  that 
adopted  the  Constitution,  641;  votes 
in  favor  of  adjournment,  659;  votes 
in  the  negative  on  final  question, 
673. 

Mawnv.  John,  secretary  of  Conventiou. 
at  East  Greenwich,  640. 

Mawny,  Pardon,  of  East  Greenwich, 
member  of  the  Convention  that  adopt- 
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ed  the  Constitution,  641 ;  on  com- 
mittee to  draft  amendments,  G50; 
votes  in  favor  of  an  adjournment, 
659;  votes  in  the  negative  on  final 
question,  673. 

Maxcy,  Jonatluin,  President  of  Brown 
University,  xvii. 

Maxson,  Col.  Jesse,  of  Hopkinton,  mem- 
ber of  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  642 ;  votes  in  favor  of 
adjoiirnment,  6o!) ;  votes  in  the  af- 
firmative on  final  question,  573. 

Maxwell,  General,  ordered  to  the  Jer- 
seys,  188. 

May,  John,  of  Bristol,  petitions  the  Lcgis- 
hiture  to  call  a  Convention,  607. 

Meas,e,  Mr.  clother  general,  185,  189. 

Mercer,  A.,  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
privateers  '  Congress'  and  '  Chance,' 
83. 

Merger,  Colonel,  of  Virginia,  makes  a 
motion  in  Congress,  502,  503,  509 ; 
challenges  Judge  Howell  to  fight  a 
duel,  514. 

Mercer,  Fort,  evacuation  of,  156. 

Merchants  of  Philadelphia,  furnish  the 
army  with  provisions,  299. 

Messer,  Asa,  President  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity, XV ;  regarded  with  venera- 
tion and  respect  by  Judge  Staples, 
xvi. 

Metcalf,  Theron,  graduates  at  Brown 
University  and  attains  to  eminence 
on  the  Bench,  xvi. 

MiANTONOMi,  aboriginal  lord  of  Rhode 
Island,  xxx. 

MiDDLETON,  Henry,  succeeds  Rafidolph 
as  President  of  first  Congress,  15. 

MiDDLETOWN,  instructs  her  delegates  to 
vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution, 664,  670. 

Mifflin,  Brigadier  General,  persuaded 
to  accept  the  oflice  of  Quartermaster 
General,  89  ;  letter  from  read  in  Con- 
gress, 96. 

Mifflin,  Thomas,  appointed  on  a  deputa- 
tion to  Rhode  Island,  401 ;  President 
of  Congress  upon  tlie  resignation  of 
Washington  as  Commander-in-Chief, 
491. 

Mifflin,  Fort,  evacuation  of,  156. 

Millard,  Mr.,  near  the  State  House, 
463. 

Miller,  General  Nathan,  of  Warren, 
elected  a  delegate  to  Congress,  in 
February,  1786,  541;  attendance, 
661 ;  reelected  in  May,  570 ;  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  641 ;  votes  against  an 
adjournment,  659 ;  decease  referred 
to,  661. 


Miller,  Doct.,  L.  L.,  of  Providence, 
class-mate  of  Judge  Staples,  xvii. 

Miller,  Richard,  a  Tory  of  distinction 
on  Long  Island,  90. 

Minorca,  reduction  of,  370. 

Mint,' plan  for  one  submitted  to  Con- 
gress, 373 ;  proposal  to  frame  and 
establish.  521. 

Minutes  and  Proceedings  of  the  Con- 
vention that  adopted  the  Constitu- 
tion, 640-681. 

Mississippi,  scheme  in  France,  paid  the 
public  debt,  but  ruined  individuals, 
481 ;  navigation  of,  579. 

Money,  cry  for,. from  every  department, 
270 ;  alteration  in  the  mode  of  rais- 
ing, like  altering  the  centre  of  grav- 
ity, 448 ;  love  of  the  root  of  all  evil, 
485. 

Monitor  in  legislative  assemblies,  duties 
of,  643. 

Monopolies  encouraged  by  men  of 
wealth,  105;  spirit  of  monopolizing 
and  speculation,  193;  soutliern  states 
called  upon  to  make  examples  of 
monopolizers  of  provisions,  203 ; 
monopolizing  articles  of  food,  225. 

Monroe,  James,  of  Virginia,  on  Com- 
mittee of  Credentials,  512. 

Montgomery,  sloop,  Daniel  Bucklin, 
Captain  of,  82. 

Montrozer's  Island,  enemy  landed  at, 
86. 

Monument  for  Hon.  Samuel  Ward,  er- 
ected at  the  expense  of  Colony  of 
Rhode  Island,  62;  William  Ellery 
and  colleague  reeive  an  order  from 
Congress  for  erection  of,  85. 

Moon,  I.  Philip,  one  of  the  owners  of 
privateers  "  Congress  and  Chance," 
83. 

Morgan,  Brigadier  General,  thanks  of 
Congress  to,  341. 

Morocco,  Emperor  of,desires  to  establish 
friendly  relations  with  the  United 
States,  442. 

Morris,  Major,  a  brave  and  gallant  ofl5- 
cer,  158. 

Morris,  Robert,  charges  against,  investi- 
gated by  Congress,  229,  230 ;  unani- 
mously elected  Financier,  328 ;  in- 
sists on  moving  from  office  all  per- 
sons charged  with  abuse,  fraud,  etc., 

•  335  ;  personal  credit  extensive,  346; 
commended  by  William  Ellery  as 
Superintendent  of  Finance,  359;  or- 
dinance submitted  by  him  to  Con- 
gress, for  adjusting  and  settling  the 
accounts  of  individual  states,  362 ; 
letter  from,  to  Governor  Greene,  ad- 
vocating the   Five  per  cent.  Impost, 
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387,  392 ;  financial  views  opposed  by 
Judge  Howell,  464 ;  returns  his  com- 
mission to  Congress,  and  ceases  to 
act  in  an  official  character,  523. 

MoRTOX,  Marcus,  graduates  at  Brown 
University,  and  attains  to  eminence 
on  the  Bench,  xvi. 

MowRV.  Daniel,  of  Smithfield,  elected  a 
delegate  to  Congress  in  May,  1780, 
285;  re-elected  in  1781,  348;  town 
clerk  of  Smithfield,  5G0. 

MoTLA,  Quartermaster  General,  persuad- 
ed to  resign,  89. 

MuMFORD,  Gideon,  on  a  committee  to 
draft  an  address  to  Congress,  53. 

MuMFORD,  N.,  elected  Commissioner  for 
the  Chamber  of  Accounts,  203. 

MuJiFORD,  Paul,  elected  a  delegate  to 
Congress  in  May,  1785,  541 ;  on  com- 
mittee to  draft  letter  to  Congress, 
575. 

McNROK,  Simeon  and  William,  of  Bristol, 
petition  the  Legislature  to  call  a  Con- 
vention, 607,  608. 

Mutiny  in  the  army,  terminated  happily, 
432. 

Namquit  Poixt,  Schooner  Gaspee  run 
aground  on,  6. 

Nash,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  appointed 
on  a  deputation  to  Rhode  Island,  401. 

National  Convention  of  Philadelphia. 
See  Convention. 

Nautilus,  British  sloop-of-war,  anchored 
at  Newport,  262. 

Navigation  Act,  proposal  for,  535. 

Navy,  resolutions  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly for,  embracing  the  earliest  action 
of  any  colony,  40 ;  two  armed  vessels 
from  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut, 
the  first  naval  force  employed  by  the 
United  States,  41 ;  first  Continental 
navy  in  command  of  Ezek  Hopkins, 
of  Rhode  Island,  42,  43  ;  instructions 
to  Rhode  Island  delegates  respecting 
discussed  in  Congress,  44. 

Necessaries  of  Life,  increased  in  value, 
105  ;  inhabitants  of  Rhode  Island  pre- 
vented from  raising  in  consequence 
of  the  war,  183,  202 ;  scarcity  of  in 
Rhode  Island,  209. 

Negroes,  two  regiments  of  ordered  by 
the  enemy  in  South  Carolina,  334. 
See  also  Blacks  and  Slaves. 

New  England  troops  urged  to  repel  Clin- 
ton's invasion  of  Rhode  Island,  112; 
trying  day  to,  146. 

New  Hampshire,  asks  Congress  for  in- 
structions respecting  her  own  govern- 
ment, 71 ;  quota  of  militia  for  Canada 
and  New  York,  79 ;  New  Hampshire 


claims,  315  ;  grants  claimed  by  New 
York,  358 ;  inhabitants  of  petition  to 
be  received  as  an  independent  State 
under  the  name  of  "Vermont,  430. 

New  London,  cannon  landed  at  by  Com. 
Hopkins,  77;  referred  to,  311. 

New  Jersey,  quota  of  militia  for  army 
at  New  York,  79  ;  printed  acts  of  the 
Legislature  presented  to  delegates  to 
Congress,  251;  trouble  in,  326;  fa- 
vorable for  the  permanent  residence 
of  Congress,  444. 

Newport,  armed  sloop  "  Liberty"  de- 
stroyed at  in  1769,6;  May  session 
of  the  General  Assembly  for  1775  not 
holden  in,  25  ;  guns  fired  upon,  42  ; 
principal  place  of  trade  in  1774,  54; 
reduced  to  a  deplorable  state  in  con- 
sequence of  tlie  war,  54  ;  situation  of 
in  1776,  75-78;  contained  thirteen 
hudred  dwelling  houses  and  ten  tliou- 
sand  souls,  77 ;  memorial  to  Con- 
gress against  removing  cannon  from, 
77-78  ;  thrown  into  confusion  in  con- 
sequence of  intelligence  from  Gen. 
Lee,  108  ;  evacuated,  109 ;  fleet  of 
eight  or  ten  thousand  men  sailed  to, 
111;  island  evacuated  111;  force  of 
the  enemy  there  three  thousand,  120 ; 
defence  of  considered,  257 ;  ancient 
and  once  wealthy  town  sent  to  sea 
in  1774  one  hundred  and  fifty  sail, 
382 ;  proposal  for  Congress  to  meet 
at,  493;  instructs  her  representatives 
to  vote  for  a  Convention,  607 ;  peti- 
tions Congress  to  be  exempted  from 
foreign  tonnage,  626 ;  adjourned  and 
final  meeting  of  the  Convention  on 
the  Constitution  held  at,  658-681. 

Newport  Herald,  libellious  article  in, 
580, 

Newport  Mercury,  references  to,  25, 
32,  96. 

New  RiocHELLE,  enemy  entrenching  at, 
95;  main  body  at,  97, 

New  Shoreham,  rendered  useless  to  the 
colony,  54  ;  arms  and  stock  to  be  re- 
moved from,  59. 

New  York,  quota  of  militia  for  Canada 
and  New  York,  79 ;  fight  after  Brit- 
ish take  possession  of,  93  ;  sailing  of 
the  long  talked  of  embarkation  from, 
271,  272;  claims  between  New  York 
and  New  Hampshire,  315  ;  embarka- 
tion taking  place  in,  320;  cession  of 
western  territory  by,  accepted  by 
Congress,  458 ;  Convention  on  the 
Constitution,  616  ;  circulars  address- 
ed to  the  State  Legislatures  respect- 
ing, 617. 

Nichols,  William,  of  West  Greenwich, 
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Tnemhor  of  the  Convention  that 
ad()j)ted  the  Constitution,  (Ul ;  votes 
in  favor  of  ndjoiirninent,  (559;  votes 
in  the  negative  on  final  question,  G73. 

Nightingale,  Joseph,  jjrotests  against 
the  aetion  of  the  Legislature,  578. 

NoRRis,  John,  of  Bristol,  petitions  the 
Legislature  to  call  a  Convention,  GOT. 

North  Buimal  Ground,  Judge  Staples 
interri'd  in,  xx. 

North  Carolina,  urged  to  cede  a  part 
of  their  western  claims,  458. 

North  Kingstown,  instructs  her  dele- 
gates not  to  vote  for  the  Constitution 
until  amended,  GGu. 

North  River,  eight  large  ships  moored 
up  against  the  American  encamp- 
ment, 88. 

Northwest  Territory,  famous  ordi- 
nance for  government  of,  57L 

Nova  Scotia,  vessel  captured  at,  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Colt,  256. 

Oaths,  form  of  changed  by  General  As- 
sembly, GG ;  would  he  multiplied  by 
the  five  per  cent,  impost,  384. 

Observations  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution, a  pamphlet,  246. 

Officers  of  the  army,  not  equal  to  their 
appointments,  89  ;  retiring  officers  on 
full  pay — denounced  by  Judge  How- 
ell, 386. 

Olnet,  Captain,  258. 

Olney,  Christopher,  declines  appoint- 
ment of  major  in  second  regiment, 
81 ;  Col.  Olney's  regiment  very  sick 
with  small-pox,  859. 

Osgood,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  ap- 
pointed on  a  deputation  to  Rhode  Is- 
land, 401 ;  chosen  Commissioner  for 
the  Treasury,  521,  523;  proposes  to 
accept,  527. 

Owen,  Daniel,  of  Glocester,  chairman  of 
committee  to  draft  letter  to  Congress, 
575,  589  ;  member  of  Convention  that 
adopted  the  Constitution,  641 ;  elect- 
ed president,  642  ;  in  the  chair  when 
final  question  is  taken,  673 ;  Conven- 
tion pass  vote  of  thanks  to  him  for 
candor  and  impartiality,  674 ;  signs 
copy  of  ratification,  with  amend- 
ments, 677,  680;  letter  to  President 
Washington,  G81. 

Paine,  Robert  Treat,  apptjinted  to  repre- 
sent Massachusetts  in  first  Congress, 
12 ;  appointed  commissioner  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  of  the  failure 
of  the  Rhode  Island  expedition,  159. 

Paine,  Thomas,  writes  articles  to  influ- 
ence Rhode  Island  in  favor  of  an  im- 


post duty,  428;  great  writer  in  favor 
of  liberty — eniployed  to  attend  Gene- 
ral Assembly  and  enforce  the  five  per 
cent,  impost,  558. 

pAiNEyMr.,  of  New  York,  a  valuable  man 
in  Congress — fully  opposed  to  the  five 
per  cent,  impost,  489. 

Palfkey,  Colonel,  sails  for  France  as 
Consul,  3G0. 

Paoli,  the  infamous,  in  command  of  the 
enemy  in  Canada,  122. 

Paper  Currency,  dejireciation  of,  50, 
105,  116.  205;  counterfeited  by  the 
enemy,  139  ^  floods  of  in  circulation, 
141 ;  necessity  of  lessening  the  quan- 
tity of,  142;  amount  in  circulation  to 
be  reduced,  207  ;  enemy  hope  to  (con- 
quer by  depreciation  of,  23G ;  crisis 
in  American  affairs  because  of  con- 
tinued depreciation  of,  287 ;  emissions 
of  up  to  January,  1781,  337 ;  scale  of 
depreciation  fixed  by  General  Assem- 
bly, 338 ;  paper  money  party  elects 
John  Collins  Governor  in  place  of 
Greene,  549  ;  made  a  legal  tender  in 
Rhode  Island,  550  ;  sufl^ering  in  con- 
sequence of  deprivation,  551  ;  paper 
money  party  retain  their  power  until 
spring  of  1787,  552;  emission  of  by 
the  Legislature  unwise,  552  ;  emitted 
by  the  States  not  received  by  the 
Federal  Government,  565 ;  ordered 
by  the  Legislature  to  be  received  in 
payment  of  Continenta.  taxes,  564; 
law  declared  invalid  by  the  Superior 
Court,  567 ;  policy  of  t'ne  paper 
money  or  country  party,  688.  See 
also  Currency  and  Bills  of  Credit. 

Park,  Calvin,  professor  in  Brown  Uni- 
versity, xvi. 

Parliament  imposes  duties  on  goods  for 
the  colonists,  2. 

Parmesan  Cheese,  520. 

Passaic  River,  107. 

Patten,  Rev.  William,  makes  an  "ele- 
gant and  concise  address  to  the 
Deity,"  668. 

Patience  Island,  54. 

Patrick,  Rev.  Joseph  H.,  classmate  of 
Judge  Staples,  xvii. 

Paulus  Hook,  brave  exploit  at,  under 
Major  Lee,  249,  251. 

Pawcatuck  River,  53,  54. 

Peace,  prospect  of  in  the  spring,  275 ; 
articles  for  not  yet  agreed  to,  432 ; 
announced  in  Congress  by  letter  from 
Lafayette,  437 ;  ratified  and  approved, 
442 ;  peace  establishment  questiona- 
ble under  the  Confederation,  440, 
444. 

Pearce,  Samuel,  of  Warren,  member  of 
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the  Convention  that  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, 641 ;  on  committee  to  draft 
amendments,  (550:  votes  against  ad- 
journment, 659;  votes  in  affirmation 
on  the  final  question,  673. 

Peck,  Colonel,  580. 

"Peck,  Jonathan  and  Samuel,  of  Bristol, 
petition  the  Legislature  to  call  a  Con- 
vention, 607,  608. 

Peckham,  William,  of  Middletown,  mem- 
ber of  the  Convention  that  adopted 
the  Constitution,  641 ;  votes  in  favor 
of  adjournment,  659 ;  resigns  his 
place  as  a  member,  672 ;  appointed 
by  President  Washiui^ton,  marshal 
for  District  of  Rhode  Island,  682. 

Peirce,  ( 'harles.  Lieutenant  in  Rhode 
Island  regiment,  239, 

Pennsylvania,  quota  of  militia  for  ally- 
ing camp,  79  ;  military  differences  in 
settled,  324,  325  ;  policy  of  more  re- 
spectable, 344. 

Penobscot,  expedition  against,  249. 

Pensacola,  garrison  of  surrenders,  345. 

Permanent,  location  of  Congress,  512. 

Perrin,  Samuel  R.,  of  Bristol,  petitions 
Legislature  to  call  a  Convention, 608. 

Perry,  Mr.,  of  Bristol,  on  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  con- 
fer with  Judge  Staples,  xi. 

Pettit,  Colonel,  307. 

Philadelphia,  Congress  of  1774  met  in, 
14;  Session  of  Congress  at,  in  1777, 
125  ;  Congress  quits  in  consequence 
of  the  enemy,  152;  evacuated  by 
the  enemy  in  June,  1778,  188;  mer- 
chants of,  furnish  the  army  with  pro- 
visions, 299  ;  torificd  city,  a  modern 
Nazareth,  321 ;  Congress  driven  out 
of,  by  drawn  bayonets,  460. 

Philerjienian  Society,  in  BroAvn  Uni- 
versity, substantially  defunct,  xxxiii. 

Philips,  Peter,  acquainted  with  army 
accounts,  206  ;  elected  a  delegate  to 
Congress  in  May,  1785,  541. 

Philip's  War,  King,  xxix. 

Phi  Rho  Epsilon  Society,  for  the  culti- 
vation of  the  Greek  language,  xxxiii. 

PiGOT,  British  galley  captured  by  Major 
Talbot,  180;  unfit  for  service,  278; 
ordered  to  Providence,  279. 

Pickering,  Colonel,  appointed  Quarter- 
master General,  304. 

Pierce,  Daniel,  Lieutenant  in  Rhode 
Island  regiment,  239. 

Piquet.  Monsieur  De  La  Mothe,  273. 

Point  Judith,  109. 

PoLLTAx,discussedin  Convention  on  the 
Constitution,  648 ;  not  to  be  assess- 
ed according  to  amendments,  679. 


Population  of  Rhode  Island,  in  June, 
1776,  87. 

Portraits,  removed  from  Philadelphia, 
523.     ■ 

Portsmouth,  instructs  her  delegates  to 
vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution, 636,  665.  670. 

Portsmouth,  Virginia,  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  237. 

Portugal,  friendly  to  the  United  States, 
171 ;  instructs  her  officers  to  give 
protection  to  the  American  Flag,  566. 

Post  Office,  further  regulations  of, 
necessary,  104 ;  post  route  through 
Rhodelsland  proposed  to  be  changed, 
214;  change  not  made,  219. 

Pottawatomie  Indians,  proposed  treaty 
with,  527. 

Potter,  Sanmel  J.,  of  South  Kingstown, 
member  of  Convention  that  adopted 
the  Constitution,  641 ;  votes  in  favor 
of  adjournment,  659 ;  votes  in  the 
negative  on  final  question,  673. 

Potter,  Thomas,  of  South  Kingstown, 
chairman  of  committee  to  draft  in- 
structions to  delegates,  636. 

Potter's  Narragansett,  referred  to, 
xxix. 

Poverty  of  delegates  to  Congress,  289  ; 
subjects  a  man  to  temptations,  532. 

Powder,  ball  and  flints,  sent  to  Rhode 
Island,  45;  want  of  powder  in  Rhode 
Island,  51 ;  only  ten  tons  of.  in  the 
Colony,  60. 

Power,  Nicholas,  father-in-law  of  Judge 
Staples,  xvii. 

Power,  Anna  Marsh,  wife  of  Nicholas, 
xvii. 

Power,  Rebecca  M.,  daughter  of  Nichol- 
as, xvii. 

Power,  lust  of,  520. 

Prayer  and  Fasting,  House  of  Bur- 
gesses in  Virginia,  appoint  a  day  of, 
9. 

Prices  of  Articles,  Convention  for  regu- 
lating, 255 ;  plan  for  the  limitation 
of,  considered  in  Congress,  263; 
general  convention  for  the  regula- 
tion of,  referred  to,  2G9  ;  Convention 
held  in  Philadelphia,  272,  273. 

Princess,  birth  of  in  France,  222,  224. 

Princetown,  referred  to,  106,  107,  116. 

Privateers,  from  Philadelphia,  capture 
three  valuable  ships,  80;  success  of 
in  Rhode  Island,  86,  96  ;  navigation 
dangerous  on  account  of,  210;  Con- 
tinental commission  for,  219,  223. 

Providence,  freemen  of,  assemble  in 
town  meeting  on  receiving  new  s  of 
the  Boston  Port  Bill,  8  ;  first  of  any 
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municipal  organization  to  propose  a 
General  Congress,  10,  21 ;  instructs 
her  representatives  to  have  a  Gener- 
al Congress  called,  21 ;  Mr.  Ellery's 
anxieties  concerning,  1G2;  intentions 
of  the  enemy  to  hurn,  I'Jo  ;  resolu- 
tion for  erecting  barracks  upon  appli- 
cation of,  251;  petitions  General  As- 
sembly to  call  a  Convention,  G07 ; 
celebration  in,  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  by  nine  states,  609  ; 
account  of,  in  the  United  States 
Chronicle,  GOO ;  five  hundred  citi- 
zens of,  petition  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  call  a  Convention,  618;  peti- 
tions Congress  to  be  exempt  from 
foreign  tonnage,  626 ;  instructs  her 
delegates  to  enter  a  solenm  protest 
against  the  rejection  of  tlie  Constitu- 
tion, 666;  announces  the  adoption 
by  the  ringing  of  bells,  firing  of  sa- 
lutes, etc.,  680. 

Providence,  Sloop,  forming  part  of  the 
first  American  fleet,  43,  45 ;  Samuel 
Tompkins  captain  of,  and  afterwards 
Abraham  Whipple,  80;  lying  atPaw- 
tuxet,  109. 

Peovidence  Bar  Association,  meeting 
of,  on  decease  of  Judge  Staples,  xx, 

XXX. 

Providence  Gazette,  references  to,  25, 
32,  Gil;  account  of  the  Convention 
at  SouthKingstown  published  in,657, 
658. 

Provisions,  want  of  great  in  Southern 
army,  304.     See  also  Supplies. 

Provost  General,  in  command  of  British 
troops,  330. 

Prudence  Island,  seven  miles  in  length, 
54  ;  descent  upon,  57. 

Prussia,  shows  a  disposition  to  share  in 
our  commerce,  171. 

Purse,  power  of,  the  touch  stone  of  free- 
dom, 447. 

PuRviANt  e,  Samuel  and  Robert,  of  Balti- 
more, 122,  123,  142,  159. 

Quaker  Hills,  194. 

Quakers,  exempted  from  military  duty, 
119. 

Quarrels  and  petty  disputes  in  Con- 
gress, 301. 

Quebec,  address  to  the  inhabitants  of,  9, 
15 ;  attack  upon,  57. 

Qui  Sentit  CojiMODUM,  etc,  quoted, 
445. 

Ramsay,  David,  Chairman  of  Congress, 
543,  561 ;  writes  to  the  executives 
of  delinquent  states,  543. 

Randall,    Samuel,  graduate   at   Brown 


University,  and  attains  to  eminence 
on  the  Bench,  xvi. 

Randolph,  Peyton,  elected  President  of 
the  first  and  the  second  Congress,  14, 
35. 

Raritan  River,  106,  107. 

Ratification  of  the  Constitution,  copy 
of,  674-680. 

Rattlesnake,  Sloop  of  war,  208. 

Raven,  ship,  at  Georgia,  93. 

Rawdon,  General,  evacuates  Camden, 
345. 

Read,  of  South  Carolina,  makes  a  mo- 
tion in  Congress  respecting  Rhode 
Island  delegates,  505 ;  on  committee 
of  credentials,  512. 

Recess  of  Congress,  delegates  instruct- 
to  obtain,  441. 

Red  Bank,  General  Varnum  in  com- 
mand at,  156. 

Red  Fever,  among  the  Hessians,  122. 

Reed,  Captain  of  the  Packet  Baltimore, 
207. 

Reed  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  General 
Johnstone  attempts  to  corrupt  by 
bribery,  227. 

Religious  Liberty,  claimed  in  Bill  of 
Rights,  651 ;  in  Rhode  Island  from 
the  outset,  690.     See    also  Liberty. 

Remington,  Capt.  Benjamin,  of  James- 
town, member  of  the  Convention 
that  adopts  the  Constitution,  641 ; 
votes  against  adjournment,  659 ; 
votes  in  the  affirmative  on  final  ques- 
tion, 672. 

Representation,  measures  to  obtain 
full,  465 ;  remissness  of  States  in 
keeping  up,  543. 

Reynolds,  John,  Clothier  Agent  for  the 
State,  185,  189. 

Reynolds,  Joseph  of  Exeter,  member  of 
the  Convention  that  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, 641 ;  votes  in  favor  of  ad- 
journment, G59 ;  votes  in  the  nega- 
tive on  final  question,  673. 

Rhode  Island,  sixteen  miles  in  length, 
54  ;  address  to  Congress  from,  repre- 
senting her  poverty,  smallness,  and 
inability  to  defend  herself,  53-56 ;  a 
sovereign  state,  67 ;  battalions  of, 
taken  into  Continental  pay,  69  ;  politi- 
cal creed  of,  in  1776,  74;  population 
of,  in  June,  1776,  87;  apprehensions 
of  an  attack  upon,  98 ;  enemy  take 
possession  of,  108;  honor  due  to  on 
account  of  her  action  touching  the 
Crown  Lands  and  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  137;  unhappy  sitiia- 
tion  of,  148 ;  high  reputation  of  her 
battalions,  153  ;  troops  of,  under  Col. 
Greene  acquire  no  little  honor,  154 ; 
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expedition  ag;ainstthe  island  ofRhode 
Island  under  General  Spencer,  155, 
IGI,  1G2,  163,  160;  Commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  failure  of  the  expedition,  156, 
159;  Governor  Cooke's  reasons  why 
the  expenses  of  Gen.  Spencer's  in- 
glorious expedition  should  be  assum- 
ed by  Congress,  163,  164;  report  of 
the  Cimimissioners  on  the  subject, 
193 ;  expenses  are  assumed  by  Con- 
gress, 17-i,  195  ;  Gen. Sullivan's  expe- 
dition against  the  island  of  Khode 
Island,  192,  194,  198,  199,  200;  not 
a  man  in  the  State  of  any  color  to 
spare.  166;  island  ofRhode  Island 
held  by  the  enemy  from  December, 
1776,  until  October  25,  1779,  179 : 
Gov.  Greene's  statements  respecting 
the  State  in  1778,  183;  weak  and  de- 
fenseless condition  of,  187;  inhabi- 
tants compelled  to  leave  for  want  of 
support,  209  ;  deplorable  situation  of 
in  March,  1779,  212-214;  on  the 
verge  of  a  famine,  520-222 ;  forward- 
ness in  raising  her  quotas  of  men  for 
the  army,  277 ;  loaned  more  money 
to  the  government  than  all  tlie  States 
south  of  Pennsylvania,  295;  all  dis- 
bursements beyond  her  quota  to  be 
reimbursed,  297 ;  State  though  small 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  Con- 
gress, 305 ;  delays  to  comply  with 
the  requisition  of  Congress  respect- 
ing the  Five  percent.  Impost,  349; 
Governor  Greene's  statement  of  her 
patriotic  exertions  during  the  war 
and  her  financial  condition  in  Oc- 
tober, 1781,  352-356;  inability  of,  to 
raise  the  two  hundred  and  sixteen 
thousand  dollars  assessed  by  Con- 
gress, 363  ;  boundaries  of  defined,  in 
reply  to  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  378 ;  Sovereign- 
ty of  asserted,  in  instructions  to  her 
delegates  to  Congress,  379 ;  proceed- 
ings of  Congress  in  relation  to  the 
action  of  the  State  in  rejecting  tiie 
Impost  duty  of  Five  per  cent.  401 
430 ;  objections  of,  to  the  duty  on 
imports  considered  by  Messrs.  Ham- 
ilton, Madison,  and  Fitzsimmons  in 
a  report  to  Congress,  494-411 ;  saved 
the  liberties  of  the  United  States  once 
by  rejecting  the  Impost,  and  may 
again, 477  ;  controversy  between  Con- 
gress and  the  delegates  from  the 
State  of,  501-510;  little  State— toast- 
ed very  frequently  at  the  table  of 
the  Presidentof  Congress,  530  ;readi- 
ness  of,  to  comply  with  the  constitu- 
tional demands  of  Congress  commeu- 


ced,  537 ;  Congress  displeased  with 
her  for  not  sending  on  delegates, 
545 ;  likely  to  hold  a  distinguished 
rank  among  the  contributors  to  the 
ruin  of  the  Federal  Government, 
547  ;  not  represented  in  the  National 
Convention  at  Philadelphia,  reasons 
therefor,  575 ;  indignity  offered  to 
the  highest  exercise  of  sovereignty  in 
579  ;  threatens  Congress  to  seek  for- 
eign aid,  624 ;  critical  situation  of, 
at  the  commencement  of  1790,  625; 
reasons  for  her  delay  in  adopting  the 
Constitution,  685,  686. 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society, 
Judge  Staples  one  of  the  founders 
of,  etc.,  xxvii-xxx. 

Rice,  Thomas,  of  Warwick,  member  of 
the  Convention  that  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, 641 ;  votes  in  favor  of  an 
adjournment,  659  ;  votes  in  negative 
on  final  question,  673. 

Riches,  lawless  thirst  for,  193. 

Richmond,  William,  Colonel  in  the  first 
regiment,  81,  101,  102. 

RiviNGSTON,  Mr.,  publisher  of  a  paper, 
318,  320. 

Richmond  instructs  her  delegates  to  vote 
for  the  Constitution,  635,  663. 

Robbery  of  the  mail  at  Princeton,  465. 

RoBBiNS,  Asher,  account  of  Dr.  Man- 
ning, 543,  560. 

RocHAMBEAu,  Couut  de,  letter  from  to 
Congress  commended,  306. 

Rodman,  Daniel,  appointed  by  General 
Assembly  to  agree  upon  an  exchange 
of  prisoners,  104. 

Roebuck,  British  ship,  driven  on  shore 
of  Maryland,  191. 

Rogers,  Robert,  lieutenant  in  Rhode  Is- 
land regiment,  239. 

Rogers,  Major,  routed  and  taken  pris- 
oner, 96,  97. 

Rome,  G.,  48. 

Rose,  British  frigate  in  Newport  harbor, 
52 ;  taken  by  the  French  in  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  190. 

RuGELEY,  Colonel,  taken  prisoner  by  Col. 
Washington,  323. 

Rum,  quota  of  to  be  furnished  by  the 
State,  276. 

RuMMSiLL,  Thomas,  on  committee  to 
draw  up  instructions  to  delegates 
from  Newport,  607. 

RussELL,  Jonat'n,  of  Bristol,  petitions  the 
Legislature  to  call  a  Convention,  608. 

Russia  refuses  assistance  to  Great  Britain, 
286 ;  friendship  between  and  France, 
287. 

RuTLEDGE,  Mr.,  delegate  to  Congress — 
seconds  Mr.  Hamilton's  motion  re- 
specting Rhode  Island,  401,  418. 
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St.  Christopher,  island  of,  taken  by  our 
allies,  30G. 

St.  ("lair,  Arthur,  of  Pennsylvania, 
elected  President  of  Congress,  570; 
writes  to  Gov.  Collins  urging  the 
State  to  send  representatives  to  Con- 
gress, .072. 

St.  John's  Episcopal  Church,  family  of 
Judge  Staples  identified  with,  xix. 

St.  Luca,  mortality  of  troops  at,  211; 
three  thousand  troops  embarked  at 
for  New  York,  248. 

St.  Vincent  taken,  207. 

Salem,  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
meet  in,  11. 

Salt,  division  of  in  the  Colony  according 
to  pojjulation,  87;  resolves  of  Con- 
gress concerning,  140;  importation 
of  encouraged,  141 ;  recommended 
to  be  procured  from  France,  151 ; 
loads  of  arrived  from  the  West  In- 
dies, IGG;  manufacture  of  Charles- 
town  and  Westerly  suggested,  1G6  : 
quota  of  to  be  furnished  by  the  State 
for  the  army,  27G. 

Saltonstall,  Capt.  Dudley,  in  command 
of  the  ship  Alfred,  43. 

Saltpetre,  bounty  of  three  shillings  per 
pound  offered  for  every  pound  made 
in  Rhode  Island,  4G ;  importance  of, 
and  how  to  make  from  earth,  47,  48. 
See  also  Powder. 

Sands,  ('ol.  Ray,  of  New  Shoreham, 
member  of  the  Convention  that 
adopted  the  Constitution,  641 ;  chair- 
man of  committee  to  draft  amend- 
ments, 650 ;  votes  in  favor  of  ad- 
journment, 659 ;  absent  when  the 
final  question  is  taken,  673. 

Savannah,  victory  at,  hopes  of  the  Brit- 
isli  in  Europe  revived,  298. 

Saxonv,  Elector  of  desires  friendship 
with  the  United  States,  442. 

Sayles,  Col.  John,  of  Smithfield,  on 
committee  of  reconciliation  between 
town  and  country,  Gil;  member  of 
the  Convention  that  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, 641 ;  moves  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  frame  Bill  of 
Rights,  643 ;  on  committee  to  draft 
amendments,  650 ;  votes  in  favor  of 
an  adjournment,  G59 ;  votes  in  the 
negative  on  the  final  question,  673. 

Sayles,  Attorney  General,  presents  res- 
olutions at  meeting  of  the  Providence 
Bar,  on  decease  of  Judge  Staples, 
xxi. 

Schuyler,  General,  ordered  to  headquar- 
ters, 14G. 

Schuylkill,  British  gain  possession  of, 
152. 


Scorpion,  the,  at  Cape  Fear,  93. 

Scotland,  112;  uneasy  on  account  of 
the  Roman  Catholics,  287. 

Seaconnet  Point,  54. 

Searle,  Nathaniel,  deputy  from  Little 
Comj)ton,  589. 

Searle,  Natlianiel,  one  of  the  most  emi- 
nent men  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bar, 
xvii. 

Sears,  George  of  Newport,  on  committee 
to  draw  up  instructions,  G07 ;  mem- 
ber of  ('onvention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  741 ;  opposes  an  ad- 
journment, 659  ;  votes  in  the  affirma- 
tive on  final  question,  672. 

Secresy,  injunction  of  to  members  of 
first  Congress,  15. 

Senter,  Isaac,  on  committee  to  draw  up 
instructions  to  representatives  from 
Newport,  607. 

Sessions,  Deputy  Governor,  enters  pro- 
test against  acts  of  General  Assem- 
bly, 25. 

Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church,  Gov. 
Ward  a  member  of,  61. 

Sheffield,  Mr.,  of  Newport,  chairman 
of  committee  of  House  of  Represen: 
tatives  to  confer  with  Judge  Staples, 
xi. 

Sheldon,  James,  of  Richmond,  on  com- 
mittee to  draft  letter  to  Congress, 
575  ;  on  committee  to  draft  instruc- 
tions to  delegates,  635 ;  member  of 
the  Convention  that  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, 642  ;  on  committee  to  draft 
amerdments  to  the  Constitution,  650 ; 
votes  in  favor  of  adjournment,  659; 
votes  in  the  negative  on  final  ques- 
tion, 673. 

Sheldon,  Cuptain  of  the  ship  Warren, 
680. 

Sherburne,  Major  Henry,  80;  appointed 
Colonel  after  his  exchange,  80;  wa- 
ges of  officers  and  soldiers  belonging 
to,  268 ; 

Sherman,  Mr.,  delegate  from  Connecti- 
cut, "very  worthy  character,"  203; 
makes  a  motion  respecting  Rhode  Is- 
land affairs,  504 ;  irregularity  in  elec- 
tion of,  511. 

Sherman,  Thomas,  on  committee  to  draft 
instructions  to  delegates  from  Ports- 
mouth, 636. 

Ship  Building,  a  great  branch  of  busi- 
ness in  Rhode  Island,  54. 

Simmons  George,  deputy  from  Little 
Compton,  589. 

Simplicity's  Defence,  edited  by  Judge 
Staples,  xxviii. 

Sinclair,  General,  ordered  to  headquar- 
ters, 146. 
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SissoN,  Joseph,  on  committee  to  draft  in- 
structions to  delegates  from  Ports- 
mouth, 636. 

Slavery,  proposal  to  abolish  in  the  new- 
States  after  1800,  480 ;  not  carried 
out,  494  ;  reprobated  in  the  northern 
States,  534;  discussed  in  Convention 
on  the  Constitution,  644,  648  ;  amend- 
ment of  Constitution  to  prevent  im- 
portation of,  655,  679. 

Slaves,  allowance  for  such  as  enlisted  in 
Rhode  Island,  240;  good  soldiers  in 
Colonel  Greene's  regiment,  250; 
freed  by  the  State  and  entitled  to 
bounty,  268.  See  also  Blacks  and 
Negroes. 

Slocum,  Edward,  Captain  in  Rhode  Is- 
land regiment,  239. 

Slocum,  Giles,  of  Portsmouth,  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  641;  votes  in  favor  of 
adjournment,  659 ;  chosen  on  com- 
mittee of  amendments,  668  ;  votes  in 
the  negative  on  final  question. 

Small  Pox,  eleven  die  out  of  tliirty-six 
hundred  inoculated,  168  ;  prevails  in 
Colonel  Olney's  regiment,  359. 

Smith,  Josiah,  Nathaniel,  Richard,  Sam- 
uel, Stephen,  and  William,  of  Bris- 
tol, petition  the  Legislature  to  call  a 
Convention,  607,  608. 

Smith,  Hezekiah,  intimate  friend  of  Dr. 
Manning,  550. 

Smith,  Gov.  James  Y.,  reply  to  letter 
from  Judge  Staples,  vii. 

Smith,  Thos. Continental  LoanOfficer,470 

Smith  Col.  William,  of  New  York,  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  Legation  to 
Court  at  London,  527. 

Smithfield,  freemen  of,  instruct  their 
representatives,  558. 

Soul  Liberty,  in  Rhode  Island,  73 ;  heir 
loom  of  Rhode  Island  citizens,  687. 

South  Carolina,  submits  to  British  Gov- 
ernment, 295. 

South  Kingstown,  Convention  to  de- 
cide on  the  Constitution,  meets  at, 
633,  646. 

Southern  States,  apply  to  Congress  for 
money,  146 ;  delinquent  in  paying 
their  quotas,  456 ;  not  disposed  to 
cede  their  claims  of  Western  lands 
to  Congress,  524. 

Southward,  good  news  from,  317. 

Sovereignty  of  Rhode  Island,  74 ;  asser- 
ted in  her  instructions  to  delegates  to 
Congress,  137,379;  preserved  by  the 
Rhode  Island  delegates,  457;  likely 
to  be  absorbed  in  one  mighty  sover- 


eignty of  Congress,  473 ;   insult  to, 
579,  582. 

Spaight,  Colonel,  of  North  (Carolina, 
seconds  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, 502  ;  seconds  a  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Read,  505 ;  challenges  Judge 
Howell  to  fight  a  duel,  514. 

Spain,  mediation  of  refused  by  Great 
Britain,  248. 

Spaniards  take  possession  of  British  set- 
tlements in  Mississippi,  274. 

Spanish  Armada,  207. 

Speculation,  spirit  of,  193, 

Spencer,  General,  ordered  to  repair  from 
Albany  to  New  England,  112;  medi- 
tating an  attack  on  the  Island  of 
Rhode  Island,  121 ;  preparing  to  at- 
tack the  enemy,  150;  resignation  of 
accepted  by  Congress,  162 ;  General 
Washington  directed  to  fill  his  place, 
166;  t^iilure  of  his  expedition  upon 
Rhode  Island,  174  ;  dispute  with  Gen. 
Heath,  193. 

Sprague,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  of  Cranston, 
member  of  the  Convention  that 
adopted  the  Constitution,  642 ;  votes 
in  favor  of  adjournment,  659;  votes 
in  the  negative  on  final  question,  673. 

Springfield,  Massachusetts,  Convention 
at,  182,  186. 

Springfield,  New  Jersey,  every  house 
in  burnt  by  the  enemy,  300. 

Stamp  Act,  3. 

Standing  Army.  William  Ellery  in  favor 
of,  84. 

Stansten,  Mr.,  delegate  to  Congress 
from  New  Jersey,  308. 

Stanton,  Enoch,  Lieutenant  in  Rliode 
Island  regiment,  239. 

Stanton,  Joseph,  Jr.,  of  Charlestown,. 
member  of  the  Convention  tliat 
adopted  the  Constitution,  641 ;  votes 
in  favor  of  adjournment,  659;  votes 
in  the  negative  on  the  final  question, 
673;  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  first  Congress,  682. 

Staples,  William,  birth,  parentage,  and 
early  education  of,  xv ;  enters  Fresh- 
man Class  of  Brown  University,  XV ; 
Professors  and  Tutors  in  the  Univer- 
sity, xvi ;  character  and,  habits  of  as 
a  student,  xxxi,  xxxiii ;  graduates  in 
1817,  xvi;  classmates,  xvii;  receives 
the  honorary  degree  of  LL.  D.,  xvii ; 
commences  the  study  of  Law,  xvii; 
marriage,  xvii;  second  marriage, 
.xviii;  member  of  the  city  govern- 
ment, xviii;  Associate  Judge,  and 
afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  the  Su- 
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preme  Court,  xviii ;  Socrctary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Rliode  Island  Soci- 
ety for  the  Encouragement  of  Do- 
mestic Industry,  xix ;  one  of  the 
founders  of  tlie  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society,  and  Librarian  and 
Secretary  of  the  same,  xxviii ;  reli- 
gious convictions,  social  and  domes- 
tic relations,  xx  ;  death  and  burial  of, 
XX ;  resolutions  and  remarks  of  the 
Providence  Bar  Association,  xx, 
xxvii ;  sketch  of  liis  historical  labors, 
xxvii,  XXX ;  resolutions  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  respecting  tlie  publica- 
tion of  his  history,  iii,  viii,  xi,  xii, 
xiii ;  letter  to  Gov.  Smith  respecting 
the  Updike  papers,  iv-vii ;  letter  to 
Prof.  George  W.  Greene  upon  the 
completion  of  his  historical  work,  x. 

Staples,  Samuel,  and  Ruth  Read,  parents 
of  Judge  Staples,  xv. 

State  Imposts,  necessary  and  conven- 
ient, 489. 

State  Rights,  discussed  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  impost  duty,  429  ; 
lead  a  majority  of  the  citizens  to  op- 
pose the  Constitution,  430;  Judge 
Howell's  arguments  for  ia  a  letter  to 
Gov.  Greene,  442-454. 

State  Sovereignty,  danger  of  being  ab- 
sorbed in  one  mighty  sovereignty  of 
Congress,  473. 

Staten  Island,  100. 

Steere,  Stephen,  of  Glocester,  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
Constitution,  641 ;  on  committee  to 
draft  amendments,  G50 ;  votes  in  fa- 
vor of  adjournment,  G59 ;  on  com- 
mittee to  draft  further  amendments, 
668 ;  votes  in  the  negative  on  final 
question,  673. 

Stelle,  Mr.,  462;  Adjutant,  103. 

Stillman,  George,  of  Westerly,  member 
of  the  Convention  that  adopted  Con- 
stitution, 641 ;  votes  against  an  ad- 
journment, 659 ;  on  committee  to 
draft  amendments,  668  ;  votes  in  the 
affirmative  on  final  question,  672. 

Steuben,  Baron,  320. 

Stirling,  General,  106 ;  in  command  of 
twelve  hundred  men  at  Princeton, 
107. 

Stone,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  seconds  a  mo- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Mercer,  502 ;  ap- 
pointed chairman  of  Congress,  511. 

Stone,  Peter,  of  Cranston,  member  of 
Convention  that  adopted  the  Consti- 
tution, 642 ;  votes  in  favor  of  ad- 
journment, 659 ;  votes  in  the  nega- 
tive on  final  question,  673. 


Stonington  inhabitants  of  complain  of 
Dr.  Howell,  311. 

Stony  Point,  works  at  destroyed,  255. 

Suffolk, Virginia,  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my, 237. 

Sullivan,  General,  in  command  of  Lee's 
division.  111;  unsuccessful  attempt 
to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  the  Island 
of  Rhode  Island,  179;  resolutions  of 
Congress  respecting  his  prudent  and 
timely  retreat,  180;  lands  with  his 
trooi)S  on  the  north  end  of  the  isl^tnd, 
194 ;  applies  to  the  Council  of  War 
for  further  reinforcements,  196  ;  has 
done  great  justice  to  the  honor  the  of 
the  State,  200 ;  penetrates  the  In- 
dian country,  249. 

Sulphur,  Gov.  Cooke  thinks  it  may  be 
imported  from  the  West  Indies.  47. 

Supplies,  State  to  be  called  upon  for, 
253 ;  destitute  condition  of  the  army 
for  want  of,  290,  291,  293  ;  not  in  the 
power  of  the  State  to  furnish  for  the 
Grand  Army,  309. 

Swan,  Thomas,  of  Bristol,  petitions  the 
Legislature  to  call  a  Convention,  608. 

Swift,  British  sloop  of  war,  runs 
aground,  208. 

Syken,  British  ship  of  war,  103. 

Talbot,  Major,  captures  the  British  gal- 
ley Pigot,  180 ;  vote  of  thanks  to 
from  General  Assembly,  181. 

Tallman,  Benjamin,  master  builder  of 
the  ship  Warren,  80. 

Tarleton,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  341. 

Taxation  without  representation,  insist- 
ed on  by  Parliament,  6 ;  spirit  for 
continues,  191;  the  radical  cure  for 
depreciation,  267. 

Taxes,  should  be  assessed  equally,  134 ; 
large  taxes  recommended,  150;  not 
paid  punctually — money  in  conse- 
quence depreciates,  280 ;  tories  in 
Delaware  mad  at  paying,  308  ;  under 
the  Confederation  to  be  levied  by  the 
authority  of  State  Legislatures,  448. 

Taylor,  Robert,  on  committee  to  draw 
up  instructions  to  representatives 
from  Newport,  607. 

Tea,  three  penny  duty  on,  7 ;  two  car- 
goes of  emptied  into  Boston  harbor, 
8 ;  first  Congress  sign  an  agreement 
not  to  import,  15. 

Tefft,  J.,  on  committee  to  draft  instruc- 
tions, 635  ;  town  clerk  of  Richmond, 
664. 

Tenants,  annual,  less  careful  of  tene- 
ments than  tenants  for  life,  448. 
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Tew,  Mr.,  dispatched  with  letter  to  Gov. 
AVanton,  27. 

Tew,  James,  Major  of  second  regiment, 
82. 

Thomas,  George,  town  clerk  of  North 
Kingstown,  665, 

Thompson,  Charles,  elected  Secretary  of 
Congress,  14,  35,  125. 

Thompson,  Rev.  Charles,  taken  prisoner 
by  the  British  in  Warren,  182. 

Thojipson,  Elias,  Lieutenant  in  Rhode 
Island  regiment,  239. 

Thurston,  Rev.  Gardner,  Convention 
adjourns  to  meet  at  his  meetinghouse, 
668  ;  makes  a  prayer  suitable  to  the 
opening  of  the  Convention,  6G8. 

Thurston,  John,  of  Portsmouth,  on  com- 
mittee to  draft  instructions,  636. 

Ticonderoga,  146  ;  evacuated,  157 ;  Mr. 
EUery  on  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  evacuation,  175. 

TiLGHMAN,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  bearer  of 
dispatches  announcing  surrender  of 
Cornwallis,  372. 

TiLLINGHAST,  Mr.,  76,  145. 

Tavigtwee  Indians,  proposed  treaty 
with,  527. 

Tompkins,  Samuel,  appointed  to  the 
command  of  a  ship,  79 ;  commis- 
sioned as  Captain  of  the  ship  Provi- 
dence, 80 ;  superseded  by  Abraham 
Whipple,  80. 

ToPHAM,  John,  protests  against  the  action 
of  the  Legislature,  578. 

Tories  in  Philadelphia,  mortification  of 
at  completion  of  Confederation,  333. 

Trade  of  the  United  States,  proposal  to 
regulate,  521. 

Traitors  should  lose  their  estates,  239. 

Treasury,  appointment  of  Board  of,  282. 

Trenton,  106;  victory  at,  114. 

Tripf,  William,  of  Newport,  protests 
against  the  action  of  the  Legislature, 
578 ;  member  of  the  Convention  that 
adopted  the  Constitution.  641 ;  vote* 
against  adjournment,  659 ;  votes  in 
the  affirmative  on  final  question,  672. 

Trumbull,  Jonathan,  Governor  of  Con- 
necticut, 164;  letter  from  to  Rhode 
Island,  187-188. 

Trton,  called  a  "devil,"  246. 

Ttler,  Capt.  Isaac,  captures  a  vessel  at 
Nova  Scotia,  256;  petition  to  Con- 
gress respecting,  257  ;  Gov.  Greene's 
statement  respecting,  257-261 ;  the 
same  submitted  to  Congress,  26G. 

Ultima  lex  regum,  347. 
Ultima  ratio  regum,  395. 
United    Brothers'   Society,   substan- 
tially defunct,  xxxiii. 


United  Colonies,  so  styled  in  public 
documents  previous  to  1777,  130. 

United  Netherlands,  compared  with 
the  United  States,  327  ;  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  the  United 
Slates,  376 ;  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  with,  426. 

United  States,  politics  and  situation  of, 
324. 

University'  Grammar  School,  estab- 
lished by  President  Manning  in  1764, 

XV. 

Updike,  Daniel,  Secretary  of  the  Con- 
vention that  adopted  the  Constitu- 
tion, 640,  642 ;  on  committee  to  draft 
amendments,  650. 

Updike,  Wilkins,  deposits  documents 
pertaining  to  the  Convention,  with 
the  Secretary  of  State,  640. 

Vacant  Lands,  General  Assembly  claim 
a  right  to  in  behalf  of  the  State,  376. 

Valley-  Forge,  American  armv  hut  at, 
160. 

Varnum,  James  M.,  appointed  Colonel 
in  Army  of  Observation,  38  ;  elected 
a  delegate  to  Congress  in  May,  1780, 
285 ;  suggests  a  convention  of  States 
to  revise  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, 336;  appointments  and  duties 
in  Congress,  340;  re-elected  a  dele- 
gate, 343 ;  desirous  of  returning  to 
private  life,  348 ;  appointments  and 
duties  in  Congress,  371 ;  elected 
delegate  for  the  third  time,  570. 

Vergences,  Count  de,  highly  praised  by 
Dr.  Franklin.  357. 

Vermont,  313 ;  Congress  appoints  com- 
mittee of  five  to  confer  upon,  350; 
resolves  and  acts  of  House  of  As- 
sembly, 361 :  admission  of  into  Fed- 
eral Union  discussed,  366 ;  affairs 
drawing  to  a  crisis,  403 ;  delegates 
from  Rhode  Island  favoj  the  recog- 
nition of  as  a  State,  431 ;  question 
of  the  independence  of  not  yet  re- 
sumed, 526  ;  admitted  into  the  Union 
in  March,  1791,  431. 

Verplanck's  Point,  works  at  destroyed, 
255. 

Vice-Admiralty  Courts,  3. 

Vicinage,  jury  of  the.  6,  7. 

Vincent,  a  post  below  Fort  Pitt,  236. 

Virginia,  appoints  day  of  fasting  and 
prayer,  9 ;  barbarities  of  the  enemy 
in,  238;  engrossed  in  selling  her  out 
lands,  295  ;  proposes  to  take  Indiana 
lands,  317;  cedes  to  the  United 
States  all  claim  to  land  west  of  the 
Ohio,  325,  327;  enemy  strong  in, 
345 ;  repeals   her  assent  to  the  five 
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per  cent,  impost  tliroufjli  the  influence 
of  Rhode  Island,  429 ;  precluded 
from  repealing  cession  of  western 
territory,  458 ;  presents  Congress 
with  a  quit  claim  to  western  lands, 
478. 

Wabash  Indians,  proposed  treaty  with, 
527. 

Wadsworth,  General,  delegate  to  Con- 
gress from  Connecticut — remarks 
that  "Rhode  Island  has  saved  the 
liberties  of  the  United  States  once, 
and  may  again,"  477 ;  opposed  to  the 
five  per  cent,  impost,  489. 

Walcott,  General,  of  Connecticut,  del- 
egate to  Congress,  417;  appointed 
commissioner  to  hold  and  conclude 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  Indians, 
483. 

Waldkon,  John  and  Newton,  of  Bristol, 
petition  the  Legislature  to  call  a 
Convention,  GOB. 

Wallace,  Captain  in  the  ship  Rose,  con- 
trols the  trade  of  the  Colony,  52,  57  ; 
Newport  allowed  to  supply  his  ships 
with  beef,  beer,  &c.,  58. 

Want  and  suffering  in  the  land,  551. 

Wanton,  Joseph,  reply  to  His  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State,  5 ;  commissions 
Ward  and  Hopkins  as  delegates  to 
the  first  Congress,  13 ;  re-elected 
Governor  of  the  State  in  1775,  24; 
protests  against  the  acts  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  25  ;  refuses  to  attend 
its  sessions,  25 ;  reasons  for  non-at- 
tendance, 25-27 ;  Assembly's  reply, 
27  ;  Wanton's  reply  to  the  Assembly, 
.28 ;  Assembly's  second  reply  to  Wan- 
ton, 28  ;  prompt  and  energetic  legis- 
lation, 29.  30;  impeached  and  for- 
.bidden  to  act  as  Governor,  30 ;  letter 
from,  30-32  ;  act  declaring  the  oflice 
of  Governor  vacant,  32,  33  ;  Nicholas 
Cooke  elected  in  his  place,  83  ;  gen- 
eral remarks  on  proceedings  against, 
33,  34. 

Wabd,  Henry,  one  of  a  committee  to 
draft  an  address  to  Congress,  53 ; 
brother  of  Samuel,  61;  Secretary  of 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  501 ;  appoint- 
ed on  committee  to  prepare  an  ad- 
dress to  President  of  United  States, 
683. 

Ward,  Samuel,  appointed  and  commis- 
sioned as  delegate  to  first  Congress, 
10,  13;  memorandum  of  expenses  as 
a  delegate,  19,  20 ;  appointed  dele- 
gate to  Congress  of  1 775,  21,  35  ;  re- 
ports  proceedings   of    the   same  to 


General  Assembly,,  39;  entry  in  his 
diary  for  Oct.  3,  1775,  41;  dies  in 
Philadelphia  of  small-pox,  60 ;  sketch 
of,  60-G2 ;  resolutions  of  General 
Assembly  respecting,  62 ;  committees 
on  which  he  served  in  Congress,  63 ; 
Congress  gives  an  order  to  William 
Ellery  to  procure  monument  for,  85  ; 
tomb-stones  for  furni.shed  under  di- 
rection of  Mr.  Cornell,  299;  stone 
cutter's  bill  for,  312,  318. 

Ward  and  Hopkins  controversy,  688. 
See  also  Hopkins,  (Stephen.) 

Ward,  Samuel,  Lieut.  Colonel  in  Rhode 
Island  regiment,  238  ;  appointed  com- 
missioner in  place  of  C.  Champlin, 
to  attend  convention  of  States  at  An- 
napolis, 562. 

Wardwell,  Benjamin,  Isaac  and  Samuel, 
of  Bristol,  petition  the  Legislature  to 
call  a  Convention,  607,  608. 

Warren,  frigates  built  in  on  more  favor- 
able terms  than  in  Providence,  104 ; 
attack  on  by  the  British,  182. 

Warren  River,  54. 

Warren,  one  of  the  thirteen  vessels  or- 
dered by  Congress  in  1775,  45  ;  John 
B.  Hopkins  captain  of,  80 ;  lying  at 
Pawtuxet,  109. 

Washington,  General  George,  bombards 
Boston  from  Leclimere's  Point,  60; 
uses  his  influence  to  have  the  Colony 
brigade  of  Rhode  Island  put  on  the 
Continental  establishment,  74;  em- 
powered to  employ  Indians  in  Can- 
ada, 79  ;  pretty  manoeuvre  plaj'ed  by, 
93 ;  invested  with  the  whole  military 
power,  113;  army  of  passes  through 
Philadelphia,  149  ;  abstract  of  a  let- 
ter from  to  Congress,  158  ;  distresses 
and  fears  in  consequence  of  the  em- 
barrassments and  sufferings  of  the 
army,  293 ;  necessity  of  appointing 
him  sole  dictator  of  America  talked 
of,  303 ;  alarming  complaints  of  the 
army  communicated  by  him  to  Con- 
gress, 311;  joins  Lafayette  at  York- 
town,  351 ;  begins  fire  upon  Corn- 
wallis,  October  1,  1781,  352;  spends 
a  week  in  Philadelphia  to  meet  Count 
de  Rochambeau,  377 ;  attends  Con- 
gress at  Princeton,  444,  455;  anec- 
dotes of  at  a  dinner  party,  455 ;  re- 
signs his  commission  as  commander- 
in-chief,  463,  491,  492  ;  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  National  Convention  of 
States  at  Philadelphia,  582 ;  oath  of 
office  administered  to  as  first  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  615  ;  trans- 
mits to  Congress  official  information 
of  the   ratification   and   adoption  of 
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the  Constitution  by  Rhode  Island, 
681 ;  address  to  from  General  Assem- 
bly, 683. 

Washington,  Fort,  loss  of,  110. 

Wasp,  sloop,  forming  part  of  the  first 
American  fleet,  43. 

Waterman,  Captain  Andrew,  of  Smith- 
field,  on  committee  of  reconciliation 
between  town  and  country,  611; 
member  of  the  Convention  that 
adopted  the  Constitution.  641 ;  on 
committee  to  prepare  rules  and  or- 
ders, 642  ;  seconds  motion  for  com- 
mittee to  prepare  Bill  of  Rights, 
643;  votes  in  favor  of  adjournment, 
659 ;  votes  in  the  negative  on  final 
question,  673. 

Wayne,  General,  at  Ticonderoga,  122 ; 
exploit  of,  246. 

Weaver,  Captain  of  a  brig  lying  at  Paw- 
tuxet,  109. 

Webb,  George,  chairman  of  a  committee 
from  Richmond  to  draft  instructions, 
635. 

Weeks,  Captain  arrives  from  Martinico, 
86;  shipwreck  of,  168. 

West,  Colonel,  resigns  his  commission, 
69, 

West,  Joseph,  of  Baltimore,  484. 

West,  Judge  William,  on  committee  of 
reconciliation  between  town  and 
country,  611. 

Westcott,  John,  on  committee  of  recon- 
ciliation between  town  and  country, 
611. 

Western  Lands,  or  territory,  claimants 
to  out-voted,  393 ;  States  holding 
recommended  to  make  liberal  ces- 
sions of  to  extinguish  the  national 
debt,  434 ;  Congress  agrees  to  a  re- 
port upon,  458 ;  settlement  of  at- 
tended with  great  embarrassments, 
471;  the  great  object  before  Con- 
gress, 478 ;  proposal  to  divide  into 
fourteen  new  States,  479  ;  proposed 
government  for,  480;  business  of  in 
a  good  train,  517 ;  one  of  the  most 
embarrassing  and  complicated  sub- 
jects ever  before  Congress,  528 ; 
ordinances  for  establishing  colonial 
government  in,  565,  571. 

Western  Ports,  surrender  of  refused 
by  Great  Britain,  546. 

West  Indies,  Congress  agree  not  to  ex- 
port any  commodities  to,  15. 


Wheat  in  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
spoiled  by  a  fly,  210.  •> 

Wheaton,  Josephus,  Tutor  in  Brown 
University,  xvi. 

Wheaton,  Laban  M.,  classmate  of  Judge 
Staples,  xvii. 

Wheaton,  Levi,  Professor  in  Brown 
University,  xvi. 

Whipple,  Abraham,  in  command  of  the 
ship  Columbus,  43 ;  captures  three 
prisoners  on  a  voyage  to  Philadel- 
phia, 44 ;  succeeds  Samuel  Tomp- 
kins as  captain  of  the  ship  Provi- 
dence, 80. 

Whipple,  General,  of  Xew  Hampshire, 
appointed  commissioner  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the 
Rhode  Island  expedition,  159  ;  arrives 
in  Rhode  Island  with  volunteers  from 
Massachusetts,  198. 

White,  Rev.  Dr.  E.,  classmate  of  Judge 
Staples,  xvii. 

White,  Walter,  of  Westerly,  member  of 
the  Convention  that  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, 641 ;  opposes  an  adjourn- 
ment, 659 ;  votes  in  the  affirmative 
on  final  question,  672. 

White  Plains,  95,  97. 

Wilcox,  Captain  Job,  of  Exeter,  mem- 
ber of  the  Convention  that  adopted 
the  Constitution,  641;  votes  in  favor 
of  an  adjournment,  659;  votes  in 
the  negative  on  final  question,  673. 

Williams,  John,  of  Foster,  member  of 
the  Convention  that  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, 642  ;  votes  in  the  negative 
on  final  question,  673. 

Williams,  Comptroller  General  of  the 
Treasury,  462. 

Williams,  Roger,  Key  to  the  Indian  Lan- 
guage, published  by  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society,  xxviii. 

Williamson,  Brigadier  General,  215. 

Williamson,  of  North  Carolina,  on  com- 
mittee of  Congress  to  consider  the 
affairs  of  Rhode  Island  with  refer- 
ence to  impost,  411 ;  nominates  Mr. 
Sherman,  of  Connecticut,  as  a  dele- 
gate, 511. 

WooDBRiDGE,  reference  to,  107. 

WoosTER,  General,  letter  from.  111. 

YoRKTOWN,  Pennsylvania,  Congress  in 
session  there,  224. 
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